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ADDRESS  BY  J.  A.  FROUDE, 

DEUVEiiED  NOVEMBER  30,  IN  THE  ASSOCIATION  HALL,  NEW  YORK. 

LADIES  AND  Gentlemen  :  If  my 
object  in  coming  to  this  country 
was  to  draw  attention  to  the  Irish 
subject,  I  may  so  far  be  said  to  have 
sncceeded.  I  have  succeeded  also, 
beyond  my  expectation,  in  eliciting 
a  counter-statement  containing  the 
opinions  of  the  Irish  people  them- 
selves on  their  past  history,  the 
most  complete,  the  most  symmetri- 
cal, the  most  thoroughgoing  which 
has  yet  been  given  to  the  world. 

The  successive  positions  taken  by 
Father  Burke  have  been  long  fami- 
liar to  me,  some  in  one  book  and 
some  in  another.  But  nowhere 
have  80  majay  of  them  been  com- 
bined so  artistically,  and  not  till 
BOW  have  they  been  pi'esented  in 
what  may  be  called  an  authorita- 
tive form.  Father  Burke  regrets 
that  I  should  have  obliged  him  to 
reopen  wounds  which  he  would 
have  preferred  to  have  left  closed. 
I  conceive,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
a  wound  is  never  healed  so  long  as 
^ere  is  misunderstanding.  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  can  approach  each 
other  only  on  the  basis  oi  truth,  and 
80  long  as  Irish  children  are  fed 
with  the  story  which  Father  Burke 
has  so  eloquently  told,  so  long  they 
most  regfl^  England  with  eyes  of 
utter  detestation,  until  full  atone- 
ment be  made  for  past  wrongs.  If 
Father  Burke's  account  is  true,  let 
England  know  it,  look  it  in  the  face, 
and  acknowledge  it.  If  it  be  an 
fflnsion,  or  tissue  of  illusions,  then 
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it  is  equally  desirable  that  the  Irish 
should  know  it,  and  a  bridge  of 
solid  fact  be  laid  across  the  gulf 
that  divides  us. 

A  subject  of  this  kind  can  only 
usefully  be  treated  from  the  plat- 
form if  the  audience  will  bear  their 
share  of  the  burden,  if  they  will 
test  by  reference  what  they  hear, 
compare  evidence,  and  analyse  it. 
You  will  learn  more  from  the  books 
to  which  I  shall  refer  you  than  you 
can  learn  from  me  in  the  time  for 
which  I  shall  address  you.  I  shall 
myself  venture  to  indicate  the  par- 
ticulars where  Father  Burke's  nar- 
ration specially  needs  examination, 
and  refer  you  to  authorities.  That 
an  Irishman's  view  should  be  dif- 
ferent from  an  Englishman's  view 
is  natural  and  inevitable ;  but  the 
diflTerence  must  be  limited  by  facts, 
which  are  easily  ascertainable. 
When  they  are  not  ascertainable 
elsewhere,  as,  for  instance,  when 
Father  Burke  attributes  words  to 
me  which  I  never  uttered,  I  shall 
venture  to  speak -with  authority. 

I  must  throw  off  with  a  point  of 
this  kind.  The  I'ather  says  I  have 
come  to  America  to  ask  for  the 
extraordinary  verdict  that  England 
has  been  right  in  the  manner  in 
which  she  has  treated  Ireland  for 
700  years.  Considering  that  I  have 
drawn  a  heavier -indictment  against 
England  in  the  course  of  my  lec- 
tures than  she  will  probably  thank 
me   for,   considering  that   I  have 
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described  the  liistory  of  her  con- 
nection with  Ireland  from  the  be- 
ginning as  a  scandal  and  reproach 
to  her,  I  must  meet  this  assertion 
with  a  simple  denial. 

No  one  who  knows  Ireland  now 
can  be  satisfied  with  its  present 
condition.  There  is  an  agitation 
for  a  separate  Irish  Parliament, 
which  it  was  supposed  that  public 
sentiment  in  America  generally  ap- 
proved. I  think,  for  myself,  that 
there  are  certain  definite  measures 
for  Ireland's  good  which  she  could 
obtain  more  easily  from  the  United 
Parliament  than  she  could  obtain 
them  from  her  own.  I  wished  to 
show  that  she  had  less  cause  than 
she  supposed  for  the  animosity 
which  she  entertained  against  Eng- 
land, ill  as  England  had  behaved  to 
her ;  and  I  have  said  what  I  had  to 
say  here  in  the  form  of  lectures, 
because  it  was  the  most  likely  way 
to  attract  attention. 

Father  Burke  goes  on  to  suggest 
that  England  is  a  decaying  empire, 
that  her  power  is  broken,  her  arm 
grown  feeble,  the  days  of  Ma- 
<3aulay*s  *  New  Zealander '  not  far 
off,  that  England  is  afraid  of  the 
growing  strength  of  the  Irish  in 
the  United  States,  the  eight  millions 
of  them  who  have  come  from  the 
old  country,  and  the  fourteen  mil- 
lions of  Irish  descent.  It  is  scarcely 
becoming  for  two  British  subjects 
to  be  discussing  in  this  country 
whether  Great  Britain  is  in  a  state 
of  decadence.  England  is  afraid, 
however,  and  deeply  afraid.  She 
is  afraid  of  being  even  driven  to  use 
-again  those  measures  of  coercion 


against  Ireland,  which  have  been 
the  shame  of  her  history.  But 
Father  Burke's  figures,  I  confess, 
startled  me.  Of  the  forty-two  mil- 
lions of  American  citizens,  twenty- 
two  millions  were  either  Irish  bom 
or  of  Irish  descent.  Was  this  pos- 
sible ?  I  referred  to  the  census  of 
1870,  and  I  was  still  more  con- 
founded. The  entire  number  of 
immigrant  foreigners,  who  were 
then  in  the  United  States,  amounted 
to  5,556,566.  Of  these,  under  two 
millions  were  Irish.  The  entire 
number  of  children  bom  of  Irish 
parents  was  under  two  millions  also. 

Add  half  a  million  for  children 
of  the  second  generation,  and  from 
these  figures  it  follows,  if  Father 
Burke  is  correct,  that  in  the  two 
last  years  there  must  have  come 
from  Ireland  ho  less  than  6,000,000 
persons,  or  more  than  the  entire 
population  of  the  island,  and  that 
in  the  same  two  years  the  Irish 
mothers  must  have  produced  not 
fewer  than  11,500,000  infants.  I 
knew  that  their  fertility  was  re- 
markable, but  I  was  not  prepared 
for  such  an  astounding  illustration 
ofit.» 

Still  speculating  on  my  motives. 
Father  Burke  inclines  on  the  whole 
to  give  me  credit  for  patriotism. 
He  thinks  I  have  come  to  speak 
for  my  own  country,  and  he  is  good 
enough  to  praise  me  for  doing  so. 
I  am  grateful  for  the  compliment, 
but  I  cannot  accept  it.  I  have 
come  not  to  speak  for  my  country, 
but  for  his.  I  believe  that  the 
present  agitation  there  is  Kkely  to 
avert  indefinitely  the  progress   of 


*  Father  Bufke  probably  meant  that  there  were  14  millions  of  Irish  altogether  in  the 
United  States.  Even  so,  his  estimate  is  wildly  exaggerated ;  I  assume  that  he  was  not 
speaking  of  the  Anglo-Irish  or  Scotch-Irish,  but  of  the  Irish  proper.  Of  these  there 
were  in  America  in  1870,  of  natives  of  Ireland,  1,855,779,  of  children  of  Irish  parents 
born  in  America,  i  ,389,433. 

The  children  of  mixed  marriages  are  not  properly  Irish,  nor  are  mixed  marriages 
common  among  the  Irish  ;  but  construing  the  phrase  Irish  descent  widely,  and  allowing 
the  same  proportion  to  them  as  to  other  foreigners,  there  were  in  1 870  of  children,  one 
of  whose  parents  was  Irish,  385,723. 

Thus  of  natives  of  Ireland  and  of  children  in  the  first  generation,  there  were  in  all 
31630,935.     It  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  the  number  of  Irish  children  of  the  second  gene- 
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improYement,  iliat  the  best  chance 
for  &e  Irish  people  is  to  stand  by 
tlie  English  people  and  demand  an 
alteration  of  the  land  laws.  I  wish 
to  see  them  turn  their  energies 
fixMn  the  specalative  to  the  prac- 
tical. 

But  Father  Burke  considers  mo 
unfit  to  speak  upon  this  subject, 
and  for  three  reasons  : 

First,  because  I  despise  the  Irish 
people.  I  despise  them,  do  IP 
Then  why  have  I  made  Ireland  my 
second  home  ?  Why  am  I  here 
now?  Am  I  finding  my  under- 
taking such  a  pleasant  one  ?  I  say 
that  for  yarious  reasons  I  have  a 
peculiar  and  exceptional  respect 
and  esteem  for  the  Irish  people  ;  I 
mean  for  the  worthy  part  of  them, 
the  peasantry,  and  according  to  my 
lights  I  am  endeavouring  to  serve 
them.  I  say,  the  peasantry.  For 
Irish  demagofi^es  and  political  agi- 
tators,— w^,  for  them,  yes,  I  confess 
I  do  feel  contempt  from  the  bottom 
of  my  soul.  I  rejoice  that  Father 
Borke  has  disclaimed  all  connection 
with  them.  Of  all  the  curses  which 
have  afflicted  Ireland,  the  dema- 
gogaes  have  been  the  greatest. 

But  I  am  unfit  for  another  reason. 
I  have  been  convicted,  by  a  citizen 
of  Brooklyn,,  of  inserting  words  of 
my  own  in  letters  and  documents 
of  State.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I 
have  not  been  convicted  by  the 
citizen  of  Brooklyn,  but  I  have 
given  the  citizen  of  Brooklyn  an 
opportunity  of  convicting  me  if  I 
am  guilty.  He  has  not  been  pleased 
to  avail  himself  of  it.  He  calls  my 
proposal,  I  know   not  why,  falla- 


cious. He  enquires  why  I  will  not 
reply  directly  to  his  own  allegations. 
I  answer  first,  that  I  cannot,  for  I 
am  on  one  side  of  the  Atlantic  and 
my  books  and  papers  are  on  the 
other.  I  answer  secondly,  that  if  I 
reply  to  him  I  must  reply  to  fifty 
others.  I  answer  thirdly,  that  I 
have  found  by  experience  that  con- 
troversies between  parties  interested 
in  such  disputes  lead  to  no  conclu- 
sion. At  this  moment  I  am  sup- 
posed to  be  calumniating  the  Irish 
Catholics.  Two  or  three  years  ago 
I  was  in  trouble  in  England  on  pre* 
cisely  opposite  ground.  I  had  dis 
covered  a  document  which  I  con- 
ceived to  relieve  the  Catholic  hier- 
archy of  Ireland  of  a  charge  of 
subserviency  to  Queen  Elizabeth, 
which  had  long  attached  to  them. 
I  had  discovered  another,  from 
which  I  published  extracts,  expos- 
ing an  act  of  extreme  cruelty  per-  * 
pcftrated  in  the  North  of  Ireland  by 
one  of  Elizabeth's  officers.  Both 
these  papers  I  had  reason  to  know 
were  extremely  welcome  to  the 
Irish  Catholic  Prelates.  They  were 
no  less  unwelcome  to  Protestants. 
I  was  violently  attacked,  and  I 
replied.  The  documents  were 
looked  into,  up  and  down,  but  with- 
out producing  conviction  on  either 
side.  I,  after  the  most  careftil  con- 
sideration, was  unable  to  withdraw 
what  I  had  written.  The  Tory 
journals  continued,  and  perhaps 
continue,  to  charge  me  with  mis-, 
representation,  and  speak  of  me  as 
a  person  whose  good  faith  is  not  to 
be  depended  on. 

I  determined  that  from  that  time 


ntion  bom  in  the  United  States.  They  must  be  the  descendants  of  those  who  have 
been  snflSciently  long  here  to  allow  their  children  to  be  bom,  to  grow  to  maturity  and 
become  parents.  None  of  the  immigrants  arriving  since  1850  can  be  included  in  this 
daas;  the  arrival  of  the  native  Irish  was  inconsiderable  before  1847,  and  in  1850  the 
entire  number  of  Irish  who  had  arrived  in  the  United  States  amounted  only  to  908,945. 
The  mortality  among  the  Irish,  whether  as  children  or  adults,  is  v^  advance  of  any  other 
part  of  Uie  population. 

The  most  extravagant  coi^jecture  will  not  venture,  therefore,  to  add  more  than 
600,000  for  tiie  number  of  Irish  children  whose  parents  were  bom  in  this  country. 
Those  who  have  best  means  of  judging,  estimate  the  entire  Irish  race  now  in  America  at 
between  four  and  five  millions. 
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I  would  never  place  myself  in  such 
a  position  again. 

'Ti8  dangerous,  when  the  baser  nature  falls 
Between  the  pass  and  fell  incensed  points 
Of  mighty  opposites. 

I  hope  I  am  not,  stnictlj  speak- 
ing, the  baser  nature.  But  it  has 
been  my  fortune  ever  since  I  began 
to  write  on  these  subjects  to  feel 
the  pricks  of  the  opposing  lances, 
and  I  shall  continue  to  feel  them  as 
long  as  I  tell  the  truth.  My  Hisionj 
of  England  has  been  composed  from, 
perhaps,  two  hundred  thousand 
documents,  nine- tenths  of  them  in 
difficult  MS.,  and  in  half-a-dozen 
languages.  I  have  been  unable  to 
trust  printed  copies,  for  the  MSS. 
often  tell  stories  which  the  printed 
versions  leave  concealed.  I  have 
been  unable  to  trust  copyists ;  I  have 
read  everything  myself.  I  have 
made  my  own  extracts  from  papers 
whichi  might  neverseeasecondt'mc. 
I  have  had  to  condense  pages  into 
single  sentences,  to  translate,  and 
to  analyse;  and  have  had  after- 
wards to  depend  entirely  on  my 
own  transcripts.  Under  such  con- 
ditions it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
affirm  that  no  reference  has  been 
misplaced,  and  no  inverted  commas 
fallen  to  the  wrong  words.  I  have 
done  my  best  to  be  exact,  and  no 
writer  can  undertake  more.  In 
passing  from  my  notes  to  my 
written  composition,  from  my  com- 
position to  print,  from  one  edition 
to  another,  the  utmost  care  will  not 
prevent  mistakes.  It  often  happens 
that  half  a  letter  is  in  one  collection 
and  hal£in  another.  There  will  be 
two  letters  from  the  same  person, 
and  the  same  place,  on  the  same 
subject  and  on  the  same  day.  One 
may  be  among  the  State  Papers, 
another  in  the  British  Museum.  I 
will  not  say  that  passages  from  two 
such  letters  may  not  at  times  ap- 
pear in  my  text  as  if  they  were  one. 
A  critic  looks  at  the  reference,  finds 
part  of  what  I  have  said  and  not 
the  other,  and  jumps  to  the  conclu- 


sion that  I  have  invented  it.  Of- 
course  I  dpn't  complain  of  faults 
of  this  kind  being  pointed  out.  I 
am  obliged  to  anyone  who  will  take 
the  trouble.  I  do  complain,  that 
when  1  am  doing  my  utmost  to  tell 
the  truth  I  should  be  charged  so 
hastily  with  fraud.  I  referred  and 
I  refer  all  such  accusers  to  a  coox- 
petent  tribunal  of  impartial  persons, 
accustomed  to  deal  with  historical 
documents,  who  understand  the 
conditions  under  which  a  work  like 
mine  can  be  composed,  and  will 
know,  when  a  passage  seems  to  be 
unsupported,  where  to  look  for  the 
evidence,  and  where  to  find  it. 
More  than  this  I  will  never  conde- 
scend to  say  on  the  subject  of  my 
historical  veracity.  It  is  my  last 
word.  But  I  will  not  allow  that  I 
have  been  convicted,  as  Father 
Burke  calls  it,  till  I  have  been  pro- 
perly tried. 

Once  more.  Father  Burke  says  I 
am  unfit  to  speak  of  Ireland,  be- 
cause I  hate  the  Catholic  Church. 
I  show  my  hatred,  it  appears,  by- 
holding  the  Church  answerable  for 
the  cruelties  of  the  Duke  of  Alva  in 
the  Netherlands,  and  for  the  mas- 
sacre of  St.  Bartholomew*s  Day  in 
France. 

Here  is  what  the  Father  says  on 
the  first  of  these  matters :  *  Alva 
fought  in  the  Netherlands  against 
an  uprising  against  the  authority  of 
the  State.  If  the  rebels  happened 
to  be  Protestants,  there  is  no  reason 
to  Neither  their  blood  upon  the  Ca- 
tholics.' 

I  beg  you  to  attend  to  this  pas- 
sage. This  is  the  way  in  which 
modern  Catholic  history  is  com- 
posed; and  you  may  see  from  it 
what  kind  of  lessons  children  will 
be  taught  in  the  national  schools  if 
Catholics  have  the  control  of  the 
text  books.  Father  Burke  himself, 
perhc^s,  only  repeats  what  he  has 
been  taught.  I  suppose  he  never 
heard  of  the  Edicts  of  Charles  the 
Fifth.  By  those  Edicts,  which 
were  issued  at  the  opening  of  the 
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B^mnation,  eveiy  man  convicted 
of  holding  hcs^ticid  opinions  was  to 
lose  his  head.  If  he  was  obstinate 
and  refused  to.  recant,  he  was  to  be 
borned.  Women  were  to  be  buried 
aHve.  Th<»e  who  concealed  here- 
tics were  liable  to  the  same  penal- 
ties as  the  heretics  themselves.  The 
execution  of  the  Edicts  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Episcopal  Inquisition, 
and  imder  them,  in  that  one  reign, 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  was 
alive  at  the  time,  and  the  great 
Grotius,  whose  name  alone  is  a 
goarantee  against  a  suspicion  of 
exaggeration,  declares  that  not  less 
than  fifty  thousand  persons  were 
put  to  death  in  cold  blood.  I  have 
myself  expressed  a  doubt  whether 
these  numbers  could  have  been 
really  so  lai*ge ;  but  a  better  judge 
than  I  am,  a  man  totally  untrou- 
bled with  theological  preposses- 
sions,  the  historian  Gibbon,  consi- 
ders the  largest  estimate  to  be 
the  nearest  to  the  truth.  I  don't 
ask  you  to  believe  me.  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen — ^read  Grotius;  read  the 
Prince  of  Orange's  apology ;  read 
the  p^es  of  your  own  Mr.  Motley. . 

And  then  because  the  Nether- 
lands,  unable  to  endure  those  atro- 
cities, rose  in  arms  to  drive  the 
Spaniards  out  of  the  country,  the 
Bake  of  Alva  may  massacre  twenty 
thousand  more  of  them ;  they  are 
only  rebels.  The  Church  is  inno- 
cent of  their  blood. 

Father  Burke,  in  like  manner, 
declares  the  Churdi  to  be  blameless 
for  the  destruction  of  the  French 
Protestants.  The  Te  Deums  that 
were  sung  at  Rome,  when  the  news 
came,  he  says,  wore  for  the  safety 
of  the  King,  and  not  for  the  mas- 
sacre of  the  Huguenots.  Indeed  ! 
Then  why  did  the  infallible  Pope 
issue  a  medal,  on  which  was  stamp- 
ed, KugonotoTwrn  strages,  slaughter 
of  the  Huguenots  ?  Why  was  the 
design  on  the  reverse  of  the  medal 
an  angel  with  a  sword,  smiting  the 
Hjdra  of  heresy?  Does  Father 
Bttrkeknow — I  suppose  not-^that 


the  murders  in  Pieuris  were  but  tiie 
beginning  of  a  scene  of  havoc, 
which  overspread  France,  and  lasted 
for  nearly  two  months  ?  Eighteen 
or  nineteen  thousand  persons  were, 
killed  in  Paris  on  the  24th  of 
August.  By  the  end  of  September, 
the  list  was  swollen  to  seventy 
thousand.  Strangely  incautious, 
in&llible  Pope,  if  he  was  only  grate- 
ful for  the  safety  of  Charles  the 
Ninth  !  For  what  must  have  been 
the  effect  of  the  news  of  the  Pope's 
approval  on  the  zeal  of  the  ortho- 
dox executioners  ? 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen : — I  do  not 
hate  the  Catholic  religion.  Some 
of  the  best  and  holiest  men  I  have 
ever  heard  of  have  lived  and  died  in 
the  Catholic  faith.  But  I  do  hate 
the  spirit  which  the  Church  dis- 
played in  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth centuries,  and  I  hate  the 
spirit  which  would  throw  a  veil  of 
sophistry  over  those  atrocities  in  the 
nineteenth.  The  history  of  the  il- 
lustrious men  who  fought  and  bled 
in  that  long  desperate  battle  for 
liberty  of  conscience,  that  very  li- 
berty to  which  Catholics  now  ap- 
peal, is  a  sacred  treasure  left  in 
charge  to  all  succeeding  generations. 
If  we  allow  a  legend  like  this  of 
Father  Burke's  to  overspread  and 
cloud  that  glorious  record,  we  shall 
be  false  to  our  trust,  and  through 
our  imbecility  and  cowardice  we 
may  bequeath  to  future  ages  the 
legacy  of  another  struggle. 

Father  Burke  himself  is  for  tole- 
ration— ^the  freest  and  the  widest. 
I  am  heartily  glad  of  it.  I  wish  I 
could  feel  that  he  was  speaking  for 
his  Church  as  well  as  himself. 
But  my  mind  misgives  me  when  I 
read  the  Syllabus.  In  the  same 
number  of  the  New  York  Tablet 
from  which  I  take  his  speech,  I  find 
an  article  condemning  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Jews  to  the  rights  of 
citizens.  When  I  was  last  in  Spain 
there  was  no  Protestant  chnrch 
allowed  in  the  Peninsula.  I  nsed 
to  feel  that  if  I  had  the  fortune  to 
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£e  there,  I  •shonld  be  buried  in  a 
field  like  a  dog.  If  all  that  is  now 
ended,  it  was  not  ended  by  the  Pope 
and  the  Bishops.  It  was  ended  by 
the  Revolution. 

Nor  is  it  very  har^  to  be  tolerant 
on  Father  Burke's  terms.  In  his 
reading  of  history  the  Protestants 
were  the  chief  criminals.  The  Ca- 
tholics were  innocent  victims.  If 
on  those  terms  he  is  willing  to  for- 
give and  forget,  I  for  one  am  not. 
Father  Burke  laiows  the  connection 
between  confession  and  absolution. 
The  first  is  the  condition  of  the 
second.  When  the  Catholic  Church 
admits  frankly  her  past  fieiults,  the 
world  will  as  frankly  forgive  them. 
If  she  takes  refuge  in  evasion ;  if 
she  persists  in  throwing  the  blame 
on  others  who  were  guilty  of  no- 
thing except  resistance  to  her  ty- 
ranny, the  innocent  blood  that  she 
shed  remains  upon  her  hands,  and 
all  the  perfumes  of  Arabia  will  not 
sweeten  them. 

I  will  assume,  then,  that  I  am  fit 
to  speak  on  this  Irish  subject,  and 
I  will  at  once  pass  to  it.  I  must  be 
brief.  I  shall  pass  from  point  to 
point,  and  leave  irrelevant  matter 
on  one  side. 

I  said  that  Ireland  was  in  a  state 
of  anarchy  before  the  Norman  Con- 
quest. In  other  countries  I  said 
there  were  wars,  but  order  was 
coming  out  of  them.  In  Ireland  I 
said  no  such  tendency  was  visible. 
Father  Burke  answers  that  the 
Danes  had  caused  the  trouble,  that 
the  Irish  had  at  last  driven  the 
Danes  out  and  were  settling  down 
to  peace  and  good  government. 
He  alludes  to  the  Wars  of  the  Roses, 
which  he  says  left  England  utterly 
demoralised  for  half  a  century.  Is 
he  serious  ?  Is  he  speaking  of  the 
England  which  Erasmus  came  to  visit 
— which  the  Governments  of  Spain 
and  France  courted  persistently  as 
the  arbiter  of  Europe,  of  the  country 
which  could  adopt  for  its  motto. 
Cut  adhereo  Prceest — I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  balance  of  the  European 


community  ?  Archbishop  Anselm, 
it  seems,  wrote  to  congratulate  a 
king  of  Munstcr  on  the  quiet  of  the 
country.  I  beg  any  of  you  to  turn 
over  the  leaves  of  the  Annals  of 
tlw  Four  Masters^  the  most  authori- 
tative record  of  Irish  history.  I 
read  in  my  lectures  the  entry  for 
the  year  i  i6o,  fourteen  years  before 
the  conquest,  when,  according  to 
the  Father,  all  things  were  going  so 
well.  In  that  one  year  three  kings 
were  killed,  besides  an  infinite 
slaughter  of  other  people.  Look 
for  yourselves.  See  whether  that 
year  was  exceptionally  bad.  If 
there  was  a  few  months'  breathing 
time  in  such  a  state  of  things  an 
Archbishop  might  well  write  to 
congratulate. 

Giraldus,  the  Welshman,  who 
came  over  soon  after  to  see  what  Ire- 
land was  like,  confirms  substantially 
the  account  of  the  Annals,  Father 
Burke  calls  him  freely  a  liar,  though 
he  quotes  him  approvingly  when  he 
mentions  the  Irish  virtues.  If 
Giraldus  is  to  be  believed  when  he 
says  the  Irish  were  loyal  to  their 
chief,  I  do  not  know  why  he  is  not 
to*  be  believed  when  he  says  they 
were  fierce,  licentious,  treacherous, 
false,  and  cruel.  Giraldus  tells 
some  absurd  stories.  The  Irish 
books  of  the  age  Are  ftiU  of  stories 
much  more  absurd.  In  the  twelfth 
century  there  were  extant  sixty-six 
Lives  of  St.  Patrick.  Mr.  Gibbon 
says  of  them  that  they  must  have 
contained  at  least  as  many  thousand 
lies.  That  is  a  large  estimate.  Of 
those  which  survive,  the  earliest, 
which  is  very  beautifal,  contains 
few  lies,  or,  perhaps,  none.  The 
latest,  that  by  Jocelyn  of  Ferns^ 
which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Bollandists,  contains  probably  many 
more  than  a  thousand  lies.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  ridiculous  books  I 
ever  looked  into.  By  the  side  of 
Jocelyn,  GKraldus  is  a  rationalist. 
I  wish  you  would  read  Giraldus* 
account  of  Ireland.  It  is  trans- 
lated ;  it  is  short,  and  carries  about 
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it,  in  my  opinion,  a  stamp  of  con- 
ceited veradtj. 

I  go  to  the  Norman  Conqnest 
itself,  and  Pope  Adrian's  bull, 
which  Father  Bnrke  still  declares 
to  be  a  forgery.  I  need  hardly  say 
that  I  attach  no  consequence  to  the 
Ball  itself.  I  suppose  the  Popes  of 
Rome  have  no  more  right  over  Ire- 
land than  I  have  over  Cuba.  The 
Popes,  however,  did  at  that  time 
ropresent  the  general  conscience. 
What  a  Pope  sanctioned  was  usu- 
ally what  the  intelligent  part  of 
mankind  held  to  be  right.  If  the 
Normans  forged  such  a  sanction  to 
colour  their  conquest,  they  commit- 
ted a  crime  which  ought  to  be  ex- 
posed. The  naked  fi».cts  are  these  : — 
King  Henry,  when  he  conquered 
Ireland,  produced  as  his  authority 
a  Bnll  said  to  have  been  granted 
twenty  years  before  by  Pope  Adrian. 
It  is  matter  of  history  that  from 
the  date  of  the  conquest  Peter's 
Pence  was  paid  regularly  to  Rome 
by  Ireland.  Ecclesiastical  suits 
were  referred  to  Rome.  Continual 
application  was  made  to  Rome  for 
dispensations  to  marry  within  the 
forbidden  degrees.  There  was  closo 
and  constant  communication  from 
that  time  forward  between  the 
Irish  people  and  clergy  and  the 
Roman  Court.  Is  it  conceivable 
that,  in  the  courso  of  all  this  com- 
munication, the  Irish  should  never 
have  mentioned  this  forged  Bull  at 
Rome,  or  that  if  they  did  mention 
it,  there  should  have  been  no  en- 
quiry and  exposure  ?  To  me  such 
a  supposition  is  utterly  incon- 
ceivable. 

But  the  Bull,  says  Father  Burke, 
is  a  forgery,  on  the  face  of  it.  The 
date  upon  it  is  1 154.  Adrian  was 
elected  Pope  on  December  3,  1 154. 
John  of  Salisbury,  by  whom  the 
Bnll  was  procured,  did  not  arrive 
in  Rome  to  ask  for  it  till  1155. 
What  clearer  proof  could  there  be  ? 
Very  plausible.  But  forgers  would 
scarcely  have  committed  a  blunder 
80  simple.     Father  Burke's  criti- 


cism comes  from  handling  tools  he 
is  imperfectly  acquainted  with.  He 
is  evidently  ignorant  that  the  Eng- 
lish official  year  began  on  March  25. 
A  paper  dated  February,  1154,  was 
in  reality  written  in  February, 
1 155.  The  Popes  did  not  use  this 
style,  but  Englishmen  did,  and  a 
confusion  of  this  kind  is  the  most 
natural  thing  in  the  world  in  the 
publication  of  a  document  by  which 
England  was  specially  affected. 

But  we  are  only  at  the  beginning 
of  the  difficulty  in  which  we  are 
involved  by  the  hypothesis  of  for- 
gery. I  advised  Father  Burke  to 
look  at  a  letter  from  a  subsequent 
Pope  to  King  Henry  III.,  published 
by  Dr.  Theiner  from  the  Vatican 
Archives. 

I  have  not  Dr.  Theiner's  book  by 
me  to  refer  to;  I  must  therefore 
describe  the  letter  from  memory, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  remem- 
ber it  substantially.  The  Irish  had 
represented  at  Rome  that  the  Nor- 
mans had  treated  them  with  harsh- 
ness and  cruelty.  They  had  ap- 
pealed to  the  Pope.  They  had  been 
brought  under  the  Norman  yoke^ 
they  said,  by  an  act  of  his  prede- 
cessor, and  they  begged  him  to  in- 
terpose. What  does  the  Pope  an- 
swer ?  Does  he  say  that  he  has 
looked  into  the  Archives  and  can 
find  no  recoini  of  any  such  act  of 
his  predecessor,  that  it  was  a  mis- 
take or  a  fraud  !  He  does  nothing 
of  the  kind.  He  writes  to  the  King 
of  England,  laying  the  complainte 
of  the  Irish  before  him.  He  re- 
minds him  gently  of  the  tenour  of 
the  commission  by  which  Adrian 
had  sanctioned  the .  conquest,  and 
begs  him  to  restrain  the  violence  of 
his  Norman  subjects. 

Once  more  we  have  a  letter  from 
Donald  O'Neill,  calling  himself 
King  of  Ulster,  to  the  Pope,  speak- 
ing of  the  Normans  much  as  Father 
Burke  speaks  of  the  English  now  ; 
complaining  specially  of  Pope 
Adrian  for  having,  as  an  English- 
man,    sacrificed     Ireland     to    his. 
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countrymen.  The  idea  that  the 
grant  was  fictitious  had  never  oc- 
curred to  him.  As  little  was  the 
faintest  suspicion  entertained  at 
Rome.  The  Pope,  and  the  victims 
who  had  been  sacrificed,  were 
equally  the  dupes  of  Norman  cun- 
ning and  audacity.  Wonderful 
Normans !  Wonderful  infallible 
Pope  ! 

I  must  hurry  on.  I  have  no  oc- 
casion to  defend  the  Norman  rule 
in  Ireland.  It  was  an  attempt  to 
plant  the  feudal  system  on  a  soil 
which  did  not  agree  with  it,  and 
the  feudal  system  failed  as  com- 
pletely as  did  all  our  other  institu- 
tions which  we  have  attempted  to 
naturalise  tliore.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  st^ireotyped  illustration  of 
Norman  tyranny  on  which  patriot 
oi'atoi's  are  never  weary  of  dilating, 
that  I  must  for  a  moment  pause  to 
notice.  Of  course  Father  Biirke 
could  not  miss  it.  So  airoeious 
were  the  Norman  laws,  he  tells  us, 
that  the  Irish  were  denied  the 
privileges  of  human  beings.  It 
was  declared  not  to  be  felony  to  kill 
them.  So  stands  the  law ;  not  to 
bo  denied  or  got  over  ;  yet  there  is 
something  more  to  be  said  on  that 
subject.  I  am  not  surprised  that 
it  did  not  occuf  to  Father  Burke  ; 
yet,  after  all,  it  was  not  the  inhuman 
barbarism  which  it  appears  to  be  at 
the  first  blush. 

As  the  Nonnans  found  they  could 
not  conquer  the  entire  island,  the 
counties  round  Dublin,  the  seaports 
and  municipal  towns  with  the 
adjoining  districts,  came  to  be 
known  as  the  English  Pale  :  within 
the  Pale  they  established  the  Eng- 
lish common  law ;  outside  the  Pale, 
in  the  territories  of  the  chiefs,  there 
remained  the  Brehon  or  Irish  law. 
Now  felony  was  a  word  of  English 
law  entirely.  Under  English  law, 
homicide  was  felony,  and  was  pun- 
ished by  death.  Under  the  Brehon 
law  homicide  was  not  felony :  it  was 
an  injury  for  which  compensation 
was  to  be  made  by  the  slayer  to  the 


family  of  the  slain.  Every  Irish- 
man living  inside  the  Pale  was  as 
much  protected  by  the  law  as  any- 
one else.  To  kill  him  was  as  much 
felony  as  to  kill  an  Englishman. 
But  English  law  could  not  protect 
those  who  refused  to  live  under  it. 
Questions  often  rose,  what  was  to 
be  done  when  life  was  lost  in  a 
border  scuffle  or  quarrel;  and  the 
Norman  Parliament  declined  to 
attach  more  importance  to  the  life 
of  an  outside  Irishman  than  his  own 
law  attached  to  it.  Father  Burke 
quotes  a  case  triumphantly  of  an 
Englishman  who  had  killed  an 
Irishman  pleading  the  Statute,  but 
offering  in  court  to  make  compen- 
sation according  to  Brehon  custom, 
and  being  in  consequence  acquitted. 
This  exactly  illustrates  what  1  have 
been  saying.  I  admit,  however,  and 
I  insisted  in  my  own  lectures,  that 
the  Norman  failure  had  been  com- 
plete— that  the  result  of  the  con- 
quest was  to  leave  the  countr}*, 
after  three  hundred  years*  experi- 
ence, worse  than  before. 

I  pass  to  the  modem  period. 
Father  Burke  opens  with  an  elo- 
quent denunciation  of  Heniy  VIII., 
and  as  I  have  a  great  deal  to  say  on 
points  of  more  consequence,  I  leave 
Henry  to  his  mercies.  I  will  only 
pause  out  of  curiosity  to  ask  for 
more  information  about  three  Car- 
thusian abbots,  whom  a  jury  re- 
fused to  find  guilty  under  the  Su- 
premacy Act,  till  Henry  tlu*eatened, 
if  they  did  not  comply,  to  prosecute 
them  for  treason.  I  thought  I  knew 
the  history  of  all  the  treason  trials 
of  that  reign.  I  know  of  several 
abbots  being  tried  and  executed. 
I  remember  the  story  of  the  prior 
and  monks  of  the  Chai'terhouse,  and 
touchingly  beautiful  it  is.  But  I 
cannot  fit  on  Father  Burke's  story 
to  any  of  them.  If,  as  I  suppose, 
he  does  mean  the  prior  and  monks 
of  the  Charterhouse,  the  records 
of  the  trial  prove  conclusively  that 
the  story  about  the  jury  cannot  be 
true. 
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Aa  to  Ireland  at  ihh  period,  I 
cannoi  make  out  Father  Burke's 
position.  He  potisesses  odd  lifctle 
pieces  of  real  knowledge  set  in  a 
framework — since  I  cannot  accuse 
him  of  misrepresentation — set  in  a 
framework  of  such  singular  unac- 
quaintance  with  the  general  com- 
plexion of  the  times,  that  I  have 
speculated  much  how  he  came  by 
these  bits  of  knowledge.  He  quotes 
from  the  State  Papers.  Let  me 
ieH  you  generally  what  these  State 
Papers  are.  "WTien  there  were  no 
newspapers,  ministers  depended  for 
their  information  on  their  corre- 
spondents, and  you  find  in  these 
ooUections  letters  and  reports  of  all 
kinds  from  all  sorts  of  people,  con- 
veying the  same  kind  of  information 
which  you  would  gather  out  of  a 
newspaper  to-day — with  the  same 
conflict  of  opinions.  Those  relating 
to  Ireland  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  have  been  printed,  and 
fill  two  large  thick  quarto  volumes 
of  800  or  900  pages  each.  There 
are  also  four  volumes  of  Calendars, 
or  abstracts  of  papers  of  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Carew  CoUection  of  MSS.,  with 
long  and  most  interesting  extracts. 
K  any  of  you  will  road  these 
vokmes,  and  will  read  at  the  same 
time  the  Beview  of  the  State  of  Ire- 
land by  the  poet  Spenser,  Baron 
Finglas's  Breviate  of  Ireland,  and 
Sir  Henry  Sidney's  Correffpondence, 
joa  will  not  require  either  me  or 
Father  Burke  to  tell  you  what  was 
the  real  condition  of  the  country 
we  are  both  talking  about. 

Meanwhile  I  must  say  a  word  or 
two.  Father  Burke  talks  with  great 
vehemence  about  spoliation  of  lands 
and  the  expulsion  of  Irishmen  from 
the  homes  of  their  fathers.  There  is 
a  document,  the  opening  document 
of  the  *  King  Henry  series/  which 
he  does  not  seem  to  have  studied, 
bi^  which  I  wish  you  would  study, 
fer  it  gives  a  complete  key  to  ihe 
1^  difficulties  of  Ireland,  and  to  all ' 
the  policy  of  the  succeeding  reigns; 


This  document  is  dated  1515,  and 
is  called  a  *  Report  on  the  State  of 
Ireland,  with  a  Plan  for  its  Refor- 
mation. '  Fatlier  Burke  admits  that 
there  was  disorder  at  this  time,  but 
he  says  it  was  caused  by  the  Anglo- 
Normans.  Now  this  report  explains 
that  the  real  cause  was  that  the 
Normans  had  ceased  to  bo  Normans, 
and  had  become  Irish.  They  spoke 
Irish,  dressed  like  Irish,  adopted 
Irish  habits,  and  laws,  and  customs. 
Father  Burke  cannot  be  ignorant 
that  to  the  Greraldines  in  Munster 
and  Leinster,  to  the  Butlers  in  Kil- 
kenny, to  his  own  ancestors,  the  De 
Burghs,  or  Burkes,  in  the  west,  the 
Irish  clans  looked  up  with  a  feeling 
of  loyal  allegiance.  As  far  as  there 
was  any  order  at  all  in  the  country, 
it  was  in  the  homage  paid  by  the 
native  race  to  these  four  fami- 
lies.  They,  and  the  smaller  Nor- 
man barons  who  held  under  them, 
are  spoken  of  in  the  State  Papers  as 
English  in  contrast  to  Irish.  They 
were  as  much  English  as  you 
Americans  are  English,  or  as  Grat- 
tan  and  Wolf  Tone  were  English ; 
yet  Father  Burke  thinks  that  ho 
makes  a  point  when  he  quotes  a 
passage  saying  that  some  of  these 
people  were  more  troublesome  than 
the  Irish.  Of  course  they  were.  Did 
he  never  hear  the  old  phrase :  fysis 
Hibemis  Hibemiores  —  more  Irish 
than  the  Irish  themselves  ? 

I  want  you  to  understand  the 
social  state  of  tho  country  as  this 
report  delineates  it.  There  were  at 
this  time  sixty  great  Irish  chiefs 
and  thirty  great  Norman  chiefs — 
each  independent,  each  ruling  by 
his  own  sword,  each  making  war  at 
his  pleasure,  and  all  living  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  manner.  Between 
them  they  kept  in  idleness,'  to  do 
nothing  but  fight,  about  60,000 
armed  men,  foot  and  horse^ — the  en- 
tire population  being  about  half  a 
million.  The  chiefs  of  this  enor- 
mous body  of  vagabonds  were  main- 
tained by  an  Irish  custom  called 
coyn  and  livery.       Father  Burke 
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boasts  tliat  there  was  no  slavery  in 
Ireland.  No,  but  there  was  worse, 
for  the  wretched  peasantry  were 
obliged  to  supply  sdl  these  people 
with  meat,  clothes,  and  lodging  for 
man  and  horse.  Coyn  and  livery 
meant  not  only  that  the  chiefs' 
castles  were  to  be  kept  supplied, 
but  that  all  their  fighting-people, 
themselves  and  their  horses,  were 
to  live  at  free  quarters  in  the  pea- 
sants' homes. 

It  was  this  fighting  contingent 
that  was  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble. 
While  they  were  allowed  to  plunder 
the  people  at  pleasure,  industry  was 
impossible.  Peace  was  equally  im- 
possible while  there  were  so  many 
men  who  had  no  occupation  but 
war. 

The  problem  of  the  English 
Government  throughout  the  six- 
teenth century  was  to  break  the 
system  down,  to  protect  the  peasant 
who  was  cultivating  the  soil,  and, 
by  stopping  their  enforced  supplies, 
compel  the  fighting  banditti  to  take 
to  some  other  employment.  Here 
lies  the  explanation  of  Father 
Burke's  mistakes.  When  he  talks 
of  confiscation  and  spoliation,  it  was 
confiscation  simply  of  the  rights  of 
robbers  to  plunder,  the  poor.  All 
sorts  of  plans  were  thought  of,  and 
ultimately  tried :  sometimes  to  use 
downright  force,  to  send  an  English 
army  and  conquer  them  ;  sometimes 
to  arm  the  peasantry,  and  make 
them  protect  themselves  ;  some- 
times to  plant  English  and  Scotch 
colonies  ;  sometimes,  where  the  case 
seemed  hopeless,  to  send  the  entire 
race  over  the  Shannon  into  Con- 
naught,  where,  in  closer  quarters, 
they  would  be  unable  to  find  the 
means  of  supporting  the  fighting 
battalions. 

I  cannot  go  into  any  details  here. 
I  ask  you  only  to  satisfy  yourselves, 
by  a  perusal  of  the  report,  that  this 
was  the  real  condition  to  which  the 
country  was  reduced.  You  will 
then  see  how  arduous  the  problem 
was,  and  be  better  able  to  form  a 


just  opinion  on  the  conduct  which 
England  pursued.  Father  Burko 
says  nothing  of  it.  I  can  hardly 
suppose  he  knew  anything  about  it. 
Yet  anyone  who  will  look  to  the 
index  of  the  State  Papers  and  the 
Carew  Papers,  and  will  refer  to  the 
words  *  Coyn  and  Livery,'  will  see 
that  this  Irish  custom  with  its  con- 
sequences was  the  one  central  enor- 
mity against  which  English  eflfort 
was,  however  inefifectually,  directed. 

The  Reformation  of  course  com- 
plicated matters  worse,  but  the 
social  problem  then  as  now  was  the 
real  one.  When  I  spoke  of  King 
Henry's  appointment  of  the  Earl  of 
Kildare  to  the  viceroyalty  as  an 
experiment  of  Home  Rule,  Father 
Burke  asks  me  whv  Henry  did  not 
call  a  Parliament  of  the  Irish  chiefis. 
This,  I  admit,  would  have  been  a 
worse  form  of  Home  Rule.  The 
peasant  grievances  would  have  had 
even  less  chance  of  a  hearing  then 
than  they  would  have  from  a  sepa- 
rate Irish  Parliament  if  it  were 
called  to-day. 

I  am  laying  down  broad  outlines. 
I  must  reserve  my  particular  criti- 
cisms for  a  more  pressing  part  of 
the  story. 

I  notice,  however,  fii*st,  what 
Father  Burke  says  of  the  Norman 
Irish,  the  Earl  of  Kildare,  and  the 
insurrection  of  Lord  Thomas  Fitz- 
gerald. He  says  Kildare  was  an 
Englishman.  He  was  as  much  an 
Englishman  as  Lord  Edward  Fitz- 
gerald, his  descendant,  or  Dr. 
McNevin.  That  is  to  say,  he  waB 
the  most  Irish  nobleman — with  the 
exception,  perhaps,  of  his  kinsman, 
the  Earl  of  Desmond — that  was  to 
be  found  in  the  country.  Father 
Burke  says  the  insurrection  was  an 
English  insurrection  ;  the  parties  to 
it,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  all 
English ;  that  it  was  an  English 
business  altogether,  and  that  the 
Irish  were  only  suflferers.  It  was 
English  in  the  sense  that  the  asso- 
ciations of  the  United  Irishmen 
were  English,  neither  less  nor  more. 
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I  suppose  that  his  words  were  no 
more  than  a  rhetorical  flourisli  to 
gjun  an  immediate  point.  If  not, 
and  if  he  really  indicates  the  pre- 
sent views  of  the  Celtic  race  on 
their  history  and  their  misfortunes, 
it  is  a  new  and  extremely  significant 
feature  in  the  progress  of  the  ques- 
tion. Till  this  time  the  Geraldines 
have  been  the  idols  of  the  national 
tradition.  O'Connell  used  to  say 
that  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  Kildare's 
representative,  was  the  natural 
Kmg  of  Ireland.  Lord  Thomas 
has  been  one  of -the  most  popular 
Irish  heroes.  If  all  this  is  now  to  be 
thrown  aside,  I  will  only  say  here, 
that  it  is  a  bad  return  for  the  blood 
which  the  Greraldines  and  the 
Barons  of  the  Pale  risked  and  lost 
in  the  cause  of  Ireland  and  the 
Catholic  Church.  I  trust,  for  the 
honour  of  Irish  patriotism,  that 
Father  Burke  is  not  in  this  instance 
a  lepre^ntative  of  the  feelings  of 
his  people. 

As  to  the  Ealdare  rebellion  itself. 
Father  Burke,  as  usual,  exaggerates. 
He  says  it  desolated  the  whole  of 
Munster  and  a  great  part  of  Lein- 
ster, and  ruined  half  the  Irish  peo- 
ple. It  scarcely  touched  Munster 
at  all.  It  affected  severely  only  half 
Leinster.  The  chief  sufferers  were 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Pale,  and 
among  them  chiefly  such  of  the  in- 
habitante  as  were  loyal  to  English 
rule.  But  I  conclude  that  Father 
Burke  is  not  distinguishing  between 
the  rebellion  of  the  Kildares  under 
Henry  VUl.  and  the  rebellion  of 
the  Desmonds  under  Elizabeth,  and 
lumps  them  both  together  as  a  con- 
fus^  unity. 

I  will  not  follow  him  through 
the  Reformation  History.  But  he 
^ks  a  question  which  I  will  an- 
swer. I  said  in  my  lectures  that 
the  private  lives  of  some  of  the  Ca- 
tholic bishops,  before  the  Reforma- 
tion, were  not  perfectly  regular. 
I  made  light  of  it,  and  I  make 
light  of  it  now.  But,  when  he  cdlls 
it  *a  wild  and  unsupported  asser- 


tion,' I  must  show  him  that  I  was 
not  speaking  without  book.  I  was 
thinking  at  the  moment  of  Arch- 
bishop Bodkin,  of  Tuam,  from  whom 
the  Gal  way  Bodkins,  whom  Father 
Burke  must  know  about,  are  de- 
scended. If  he  requires  another 
instance  I  must  send  him  back  to 
Dr.  Theiner.  *I  wish  he  would  read 
his  Theiner.  He  need  not  be  afraid ; 
there  is  no  heresy  in  it.  It  comes 
from  Rome,  from  the  very  fountain 
of  infallibility.  K  he  will  look 
there,  he  will  find  an  account  of  a 
most  reverend  gentleman,  which  I 
need  not  stop  to  particularise.  It  will 
satisfy  him,  I  think,  that  my  asser- 
tion was  less  wild  than  he  supposes. 
Again,  about  the  bishops  and  the 
oath  of  supremacy  to  King  Henry. 
He  admits  eight  bishops  and  an 
arch})ishop ;  when  I  get  home  I  will 
give  him  the  names  of  two  or  three 
more.  But  it  is  of  no  importance. 
He  cannot  show  that  those  who  did 
not  swear  made  any  active  or  pro- 
longed opposition.  Nor  does  he 
deny  that  the  greatest  of  the  Celtic 
chiefs  accepted  peerages  from  Henry, 
voted  him  King  of  Ireland,  helped 
him  to  suppress  the  abbeys,  and 
accepted  the  abbey- lands  for  them- 
selves. But  so  great,  it  appears, 
was  the  orthodoxy  of  the  Catholic 
people  of  Ireland  that,  although 
they  never  before  rebelled  against 
their  chiefs,  on  this  occasion  they 
did  rise  and  deposed  them.  Let  us 
take  the  most  important  instance. 
Con  O'Neill,  the  great  O'Neill,  the 
descendant  of  the  Irish  kings,  was 
made  by  Henry,  Earl  of  Tyrone. 
This  O'Neill,  Father  Burke  says, 
was  taken  by  his  son  and  clapped 
into  gaol,  where  he  died.  A  very 
pious  son,  no  doubt,  and  moved  en- 
tirely by  his  zeal  for  holy  Church. 
The  son  in  question  was  the  cele- 
brated Shan,  a  bastard  son  of  Con, 
but  *  a  broth  of  a  boy,'  as  they  say 
over  there,  and  the  darling  of  the 
tribe.  By  tanistry,  or  the  Irish 
method  of  election,  Shan  would 
have  succeeded  to  the  chieftainship, 
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but  by  the  patent  of  the  earldom 
the  successor  was  not  to  be  Shan, 
but  his  legitimate  brother.  The  old 
Con  also  preferred  the  legitimate 
son.  Shan  had  a  certain  respecfc 
for  his  father.  In  one  of  his  letters, 
of  which  I  have  read  many,  he  says, 
alluding  to  his  own  parentage,  that 
his  father,  like  a  gentleman  as  he 
was,  never  denied  any  child  that 
was  sworn  to  him,  but  Shan  was 
not  going  to  lose  his  inheritance  on 
that  account.  He  conspired  against 
Con,  and,  as  Father  Burke  truly'says, 
shut  him  up  till  he  died.  The 
legitimate  brother  was  murdered 
or  made  away  with,  and  Shan  by 
these  means  became  the  0*Neill. 
A  very  natural  piece  of  business, 
but  I  should  not  have  described  it 
myself  as  arising  from  devotion  to 
the  Catholic  faith. 

Once  more  (Father  Burke  drags 
it  in  here  out  of  its  natural  place, 
but  I  will  follow  his  own  arrange- 
ment), he  insists  on  the  religious 
toleration  which  was  always  dis- 
played by  the  Irish  Catholics. 
There  were  no  heresy  prosecutions 
in  Ireland.  These  heresy  prosecu- 
tions were  judicial  processes,  and 
the  Irish  preferred  more  rough  and 
ready  ways.  I  have  no  room  to  go 
into  this.  But  Father  Burke  pro- 
duces as  a  proof  an  act  of  the  Celtic 
Catholic  Irish  Parliament,  which 
met  in  the  time  of  James  the 
Second,  on  which  I  must  make  a 
short  remark. 

What,  said  the  Father,  was  the 
first  law  which  this  Catholic  Irish 
Parliament  passed  ?  '  We  hereby 
decree  that  it  is  the  law  of  this  land 
of  Ireland  that  neither  now,  nor  ever 
again,  shall  any  man  be  prosecuted 
for  his  rehgion.*  *  Was  not  this 
magnificent  ?  '  he  asked,  and  he  was 
answered  by  *  tremendous  cheers.' 

I  am  very  glad  that  he  and  his 
hearers  are  such  complete  converts 
to  toleration.  But  his  mind  is  not 
yet  in  the  perfectly  equitable  state 
which  I  could  desire.  The  value 
of  the  Act  is  diminished  when  we 


remember  that  it  was  accompanied 
by  two  other  Acts  which  deprived 
almost  every  Protestant  in  Ireland 
of  every  acre  of  land  which  he  pos- 
sessed. Let  me  remind  you,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  of  one  or  two  points 
in  the  history  of  James  II.  He 
was  meditating  the  restoration  of 
Popery  in  England,  and  he  took  up 
with  toleration  that  he  might  intro- 
duce Catholics,  under  cover  of  it, 
into  high  oflSces  of  State,  and  bribe 
the  Protestant  Nonconformists  to 
support  him.  The  Nonconformists 
knew  too  well  what  he  was  about, 
and  were  not  to  be  so  taken  in.  In 
Hke  manner  the  Irish  Parhament 
was  throwing  out  a  bait  to  the 
Presbyterian  farmers  and  artisans, 
who  had  been  persecuted  by  the 
Bishops  of  the  Establishment.  They 
also  were  too  wary  to  be  tempted. 
They  knew  what  could  happen 
when  the  Pope  was  in  his  saddle 
again.  They  held  no  land,  and  the 
Confiscation  Acts  did  not  touch 
them.  But  instead  of  joining  Tyr- 
connell  they  closed  the  gates  6f 
Derry  in  his  face,  and  built  for 
themselves  an  immortal  monument 
in  the  gallery  of  Protestant  heroes. 
About  Elizabeth's  conduct  in  Ire- 
land there  is  not  much  difference  of 
opinion  between  Father  Burke  and 
me.  He  quotes  a  passage  of  mine, 
some  rhetorical  nonsense,  as  I  dare 
say  it  was,  about  the  Star  of 
Liberty,  which  he  calls  extremely 
eloquent,  and  then  proceeds  to  cut 
in  pieces.  Before  praising  my  style 
in  that  way  I  wish  he  would  quote 
my  words  accurately.  He  has  lopped 
and  chopped  the  poor  little  sen- 
tence, altered  words,  spoilt  ca- 
dences, marred  the  whole  effect, 
and  then  given  it  to  the  world  as 
my  idea  of  fine  writing.  I  am 
obliged  to  him  for  the  compliment, 
but  in  the  plucked  and  wretched 
state  in  which  he  exhibits  me,  I 
could  well  have  dispensed  with  it. 
The  fact,  however,  to  which  the 
passage  refers,  is  of  real  import- 
ance.     Elizabeth  had  to  fight  at 
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last  with  the  great  Catholic  powers 
of  Europe  in  defence  of  the  Refor- 
mation.    She  was  very   unwilling 
to  do  it,  bnt  at  last  she  was  forced 
to  do  it,  and  she  won  the  battle. 
Father  Burke  thinks  he  answers  me 
by  pointing  to  the  Act  of  Uniform- 
ity passed  in  Ireland  in  the  second 
year  of  her  reign.     I  had  myself 
mentioned  this  Act  and  explained 
why  it  was  passed.     I  regretted  it 
and  called  it  unwise,  but  I  added 
that  it  was  not  executed,  and  I  am 
obhged  to  insist  to  Father  Burke 
that   this    is    true   and    that    the 
smallest     accurate      acquaintance 
with  the  time   will   show  anyone 
that  it  is  true.     The  whole  coun- 
try was  a  prey  to  anarchy.     The 
chorches  like  all  else  went  to  ruin. 
Bnt  among  other  causes  of  this  the 
most  important  was  perhaps  Eh'za- 
beth's  determination  that  the  Act 
of  Uniformity  should  not  be   en- 
forced.   I  speak  of  what  I  know. 
I  have  studied  her  correspondence 
wi&  the  viceroys.     One  of  them, 
Lord  Qtgj^  being  a  strong  Puritan, 
pressed  to  be  allowed  to  make  what 
he  called  a  Mahometan  conquest, 
to  oflTer  the  people  the  Reformation 
or  the  sword — his  complaint  was 
^t  she  forbade  him  to  do  it,  for- 
bade him  strictly  to  meddle  with 
anyone  for  religion  who  was  not  in 
rebellion  against  the  crown* 

I  said  and  I  repeat  that  Elizabeth 
meant  well  to  the  poor  country, 
though  never  was  the  proverb 
better  illustrated,  that  the  road  to 
the  wrong  place  is  paved  with  good 
intentions. 

I  come  now  to  the  part  of  the 
business  which  is  of  present  prac- 
tical consequence. 

I  h^pn  with  the  Ulster  settle- 
ment, the  Protestant  colonisation  of 
the  North  of  Ireland  under  James  I. 
Fa^r  Burke  says,  James  I. 
promised  that  the  Lriah  should  be 
left  in  possessioii  of  th^  lands, 
that  he  kept  his  promise  for  four 
years  and  then  broke  it.  The  Earls 
of  Tyrconnell  and  Tyrone  fled  from 


Ireland  to  escape  imprisonment; 
James  then  took  the  whole  province 
of  Ulster  from  the  original  proprie- 
tor and  handed  it  over  to  settlers 
from  England  and  Scotland.  Pro- 
mises are,  I  suppose,  conditional  on 
good  behaviour.  Many  an  oath 
had  Tyrone  sworn  to  be  a  loyal 
subject,  and  many  an  oath  had  he 
broken.  Was  he  to  be  allowed  to 
conspire  for  ever  and  remain  un- 
punished !  He  fled  to  escape  im- 
prisonment. But  why  was  he  to 
be  imprisoned  ?  Because  he  was 
planning  another  rebellion,  and  ho 
dared  not  i*emain  to  meet  the  proofs 
which  were  to  be  brought  against 
him.  The  English  took  the  whole 
province  of  Ulster  from  the  Irish, 
so  says  Father  Burke,  and  then 
stops.  He  should  have  gone  on  to 
say,  but  he  does  not  say  it,  that  of 
the  two  million  acres  of  which  the 
six  confiscated  counties  of  Ulster 
consist,  a  million  and  a  half  were 
given  back  to  the  Irish,  and  half  a 
million  only  of  the  acres  most  fit  for 
cultivation,  but  which  the  Irish  left 
uncultivated,  were  retained  for  the 
colonists.  It  has  been  half  a  million 
acres  for  tlie  last  two  centuries.  The 
acres  multiply  like  Falstaff^s  men 
in  buckram  as  the  myth  develops. 

They  brought  over  Scotch  and 
English  Protestants,  says  Father 
Burke,  and  made  them  swear  as 
they  did  so,  that  they  would  not 
employ  one  single  Irishman  or  one 
single  Catholic,  nor  let  them  come 
near  them.  Has  not  Father  Burke 
omitted  one  small  but  important 
expression  ?  Was  it  true  that  they 
were  not  to  employ  one  single  Irish- 
man ?  Or  an  Irishman  who  refused 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  P  I 
have  not  examined  the  Charters  in 
detail  under  which  the  separate 
grants  were  held.  I  will  not  affirm 
that  there  was  no  corporation  which 
was  intended  to  be  exclusively 
Scotch  or  English.  But  I  do  know 
that  the  oath  of  allegiance  was  the 
general  condition.  Let  me  remind 
Father  Burk©  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
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ment  passed  at  this  very  time  by 
the  very  men  whom  he  accuses  of 
this  bitter  enmity  to  the  Irish.  It 
repeals  simply  and  for  ever  every 
law  which  had  made  a  distinction 
between  the  English  and  Irish  in- 
habitants of  the  country.  It  de- 
dares  them  all  citizens  of  a  common 
empire,  enjoying  equal  laws  and 
equal  protection.  It  expresses  a 
hope  that  thenceforward  they  would 
grow  into  one  nation  in  perfect 
agreement,  with  utter  oblivion  of 
all  former  differences.  If  you 
doubt  me,  gentlemen,  look  into  the 
Irish  Statute  Book  for  the  reign  of 
James  the  First  and  satisfy  your- 
selves. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  it  can  be 
proved  distinctly  that  fix)m  the  date 
of  the  settlement  the  English  and 
Irish  did  live  together  on  these  half 
million  acres,  and  cultivated  their 
land  together.  Their  houses  and 
fields  lay  side  by  side,  they  helped 
each  odier,  employed  each  other, 
grew  into  usefiil  social  and  kindly 
relations  with  one  another.  It  was 
this  close  intimacy,  this  seeming 
friendliness,  this  adoption  by  so 
many  of  the  Irish  of  the  laws  and 
customs  of  the  settlers,  which  con- 
stituted the  most  painful  features  in 
the  rebellion  of  164 1. 

I  pass  on  to  that  rebellion.  It  is 
by  far  the  gravest  matter  with 
which  I  have  to  deal.  It  is  the 
hinge  on  which  later  history  re- 
volves. If  Father  Burke*s  version 
of  it  is  true,  then  we  English  robbed 
the  Irish  of  their  lands,  tried  to  rob 
them  of  their  religion,  massacred 
them  when  they  resisted,  slandered 
them  as  guilty  of  a  crime  which  was 
in  reality  our  own,  and  took  away 
from  them  as  a  punishment  all  the 
lands  and  liberties  which  they 
retained.  If  this  be  so,  we  owe 
them  an  instant  confession  of  our 
complicated  crimes  and  an  instant 
reparation,  such  reparation  as  we 
are  able  to  make.  If  it  be  not  true, 
then  this  cause  of-  heartburning 
ought  to  bo  taken  away.     I  cannot 


regret  with  Father  Burke  that  this 
wound  has  been  re-opened.  Bather 
let  it  be  probed  to  the  bottom.  Let 
the  last  drop  of  secreted  falsehood 
be  detected  and  purged  out  of  the 
history.  Again  I  must  divide  in 
two  what  I  have  to  say.  I  must 
notice  first,  what  he  says  of  the  ac- 
count given  bv  me  of  these  things ; 
and  next,  what  he  says  himself 
about  the  facts. 

For  my  part  of  the  l)usiness  I 
am  obliged  to  say  that  he  has 
studied  my  lectures  imaginatively. 
He  has  seen  there  what  he  wished 
to  see,  or  thought  he  saw.  Unin- 
tentionally, I  am  well  aware,  but 
under  the  influence  of  vehement 
and  natural  emotions,  he  has  mis- 
understood me  in  three  most  ina- 
portant  particulars. 

He  charges  me  with  defending 
the   Irish    Administration   of    the 
Earl  of  Strafford — as  having  come 
to  America  to  ask  a  great,   free 
people  to  endorse  Strafford's  des- 
potism as  just  government.    Unless 
words  be    taken,   not  to    express 
thoughts,  but  to  conceal  them,  I 
said  that  Strafford's  policy  in  Ire- 
land   was    tyrannous,    cruel,    and 
dangerous.     He  speaks  as  if   the 
Puritan    party     in    England    and 
Scotland  were  bent  on  destroying 
the    Catholics    in    Ireland.      The 
commission  which  went  from   the 
Irish   Parliament    to    London,     to 
complain  of    Strafford,   was  com- 
posed jointly  of  Protestants    and 
Catholics.      The    arraignment     of 
Strafford  was    conducted    by    the 
great  Puritan  statesman,  Pym,  and 
I  pointed  out  in  my  lectures  that 
his  administration  of  Ireland  formed 
one  of  the  most  serious  counts  on 
which  he  was   condemned.     Does 
this  look  as  if  the  complaints  of  Ire- 
land could  receive  no  attention  fix)m 
the  Long  Parliament  ?     Does  this 
bear  out  Father  Burke  in  charging 
me  with  defending  Strafford,  and 
calling  his  conduct  just  ? 

Again,  Father  Burke  accuses  me 
of  having  said  that  the   rebellion 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


Address  in  Answo'  to  Father  Burle. 


15 


began  with  massacre,  as  if  it  was  a 
preeonceivod  intention.  In  a  sum- 
mary of  the  events  of  the  ten  years, 
I  said  generally  that  it  commenced 
with  massacre,  and  so  it  did,  when 
the  period  is  reviewed  as  a  whole  ; 
but  in  my  account  of  what  actually 
passed,  I  said  expressly,  and  in  the 
plainest  words,  that  so  &.r  as  I 
could  make  out  from  the  contra- 
dictoiy  evidence,  I  thought  the  Irish 
had  not  intended  that  there  should 
be  hloodshed  at  all. 

Lastly,  he  accuses  me  of  having 
tailed  the  Irish  cowards,  and  he 
desires  me  to  take  the  word  back. 
I  cannot  take  back  what  I  never 
gave.  Father  Burke  says  that  such 
words  cause  bad  blood,  and  that  I 
may  one  day  have  cause  to  remem- 
ber them.  That  they  cause  bad 
blood  I  have  reason  to  know  al- 
ready ;  but  the  words  are  not  mine 
but  his,  and  he  and  not  I  must 
recall  them. 

Not  once,  but  again  and  again, 
with  the  loudest  emphasis  I  have 
flpoken  of  the  notorious  and  splen- 
did courage  of  Irishmen.  What  I 
said  was  this,  and  I  will  say  it  over 
again.  I  was  asking  how  it  was 
£at  a  race  whose  courage  was 
above  suspicion  made  so  poor  a 
band  of  rebellion,  and  I  answered 
my  question  thus;  that  the  Irish 
would  fight  only  for  a  cause  in 
which  they  reaUy  believed,  and 
fliat  they  were  too  shrewd  to  be 
duped  by  illusions  with  which  they 
allowed  themselves  to  play.  I  will 
add  that  five  hundred  of  the  present 
Irish  police,  Celts  and  Catholics, 
all  or  most  of  them,  enlisted  in  the 
cause  of  order  and  good  govern- 
ment, would  walk  up  to  and  walk 
through  the  largest  mob  which  the 
so-called  patriots  could  collect  from 
the  four  Provinces  of  Ireland.  If 
it  be  to  call  men  cowards  that  under 
the  severest  trials  the  Irish  display 
the  noblest  qualities  which  do 
honour  to  humanity  when  they  are 
ou  the  right  side,  then,  and  only 
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then,  have  I  questioned  the  courage 
of  Irishmen. 

So  much  for  myself — ^now  for  the 
facts  of  the  rebellion.  We  are 
agreed  that  on  the  23rd  of  October, 
1 64 1,  there  was  a  universal  rising 
of  the  Irish  race,  and  an  attempt 
to  expel  the  Protestant  colonists 
from  the  country.  Father  Burke  says 
the  Puritan  Lords  Justices  in  Dub- 
lin knew  that  the  rising  was  immi- 
nent, and  deliberately  allowed  it  to 
break  out.  I  must  meet  him  at  once 
with  a  distinct  denial  of  this.  The 
secret  correspondence  of  the  Lords 
Justices,  before  and  after  the  out- 
break, has  been  happDy  preserved, 
and  anything  more  unlUre  the  state 
of  their  minds  than  the  idea  which 
Father  Burke  assigns  to  them  can- 
not be  imagined.  They  had  no 
troops  that  they  could  rely  upon. 
The  country  was  patrolled  by  the 
fragments  of  the  Catholic  army 
which  had  been  raised  by  StraflPord 
and  afterwards  disbanded  ;  and  the 
Lords  Justices  were  in  the  utmost 
terror  of  them.  Situated  as  they 
were  they  would  have  been  simply 
mad  had  they  foreseen  what  was 
to  happen,  and  purposely  permitted 
it. 

The  Irish,  Father  Burke  says,  had 
good  reason  to  rise.  Who  denies 
it?  Certainly  not  I.  My  own 
words  were  that  it  was  the  natural 
penalty  for  past  cruelties.  But 
the  Father  will  not  have  it  to  have 
been  a  rebellion — because  he  says 
Charles  the  First  approved  of  it, 
or  would  have  approved  of  it  had 
he  been  in  a  position  to  express  an 
opinion ;  and  that  Sir  Phelim 
0*Neil,  who  headed  the  movement, 
issued  a  proclamation  that  he  was 
acting  in  the  king's  name.  That 
Charles  had  been  encouraging  some 
movement  in  Ireland  is  perfectly 
true,  but  not  that  of  Sir  Phelim 
O'Neil. — Sir  Phelim  produced  a 
commission  purporting  to  have 
been  given  to  him  by  Charles  and 
signed  with  the  Great  Seal — ^but 
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Sir  Phelim  confessed  afterwards 
that  the  commission  was  forged, 
and  that  ho  had  taken  the  Seal 
from  a  private  deed  which  lay 
among  his  mnniments.  Of  this 
Father  Burke  says  nothing. 

The  Irish,  Father  Barke  acknow- 
ledges, stripped  the  Protestant  set- 
tlers  of  their   cattle,   horses,   and 
property.     Under  property,  I  sup- 
pose,  he  includes  their  houses  and 
their  clothes,  for  they  were  turned 
out   of   doors,   men,    women,   and 
children,  literally  naked.     So  far, 
he  thinks  the  Irish  did  nothing  but 
what  they  had  a  right  to  do.     The 
property  of  the  settlers  belonged  to 
the  Irish,  and   they   were   simply 
taking    back    their    own.      When 
wild  races  who  do  not  cultivate  the 
soil  come  in   collision  with  other 
races  who  do  cultivate  it,  disputes 
of  this  kind  continually  arise.  When 
the  native  finds  his  land,  of  which 
he  made  no  use,  taken  from  him 
under  pretexts  which  he   considers 
unjust,  his  eagerness  to  recover  it 
grows  greater  as  he  sees  it  increase 
in  value  by  the  intruder's  industry. 
From  this  point  of  view  it  is  natu- 
ral that  he  should  consider  not  the 
land  only,  but  eveiything  that  has 
been  raised  upon  it,  to  belong  to 
himself     But  I  never  before  heard 
an  educated  man  maintain  such  a 
proposition  in  cool  blood.     Who- 
ever m&j  have  had  a  right  to  the 
land,  it  had  been  bought,  occupied, 
and  tilled  for  thirty-six  years  by 
the  settlers  without  a  word  of  ques- 
tion on  their  titles.      I  should  have 
thought  any  Irishman  who  has  had 
experience  in  later  years  of  land- 
lord evictions  would  have  recog- 
nised ihat  the  right  to  the  property 
raised  on  the  soil  belonged  to  those 
who  had  raised  it.     It  appears,  in 
the  Father's  opinion,  tiiat  the  set- 
tlers and  their  families  ought  to 
have  accepted  their  fate  and  gone 
away  without  resistance. 

Father  Burke  says  the  first  blood 
was  shed  by  the  Protestants.  I 
should  not  bo  surprised  if  it  was  so. 


Men  assailed  by  mobs,  who  mean  to 
turn  them  naked  out  of  their  homes, 
are  apt  at  times  to  resist.  But  this 
is  not  what  Father  Burke  means. 
The  origin  of  all  the  after  horrors, 
he  says,  was  an  atrocity  committed 
by  the  Protestant  garrison  at  Car- 
rickfergus,  who,  before  any  hves 
had  been  taken  by  the  Catholics, 
sallied  out  and  destroyed  three 
thousand  Cathoh'c  Irish  who  had 
crowded  together  in  a  place  called 
Island  Maghee.  This  story  has 
been  examined  into,  and  bears  ex- 
amination as  ill  as  other  parts  of 
the  popular  version  of  the  massacre 
— but  apparently  to  no  purpose. 
Out  it  comes,  round,  confident,  and 
unblushing  as  ever.  Father  Burke 
quotes  it  from  the  Protestant  his- 
torian, Leland ;  therefore  he  as- 
sumes it  to  be  true.  He  pays  a 
compliment  to  Protestant  veracity ; 
but  Protestants  are  veracious  only 
when  they  speak  on.  the  Catholic 
side.  Dr.  Reid,  the  author  of  the 
History  of  the  Presbyteriaiis  in  Ire-^ 
landf  the  very  best  book,  in  my 
opinion,  which  has  ever  been  writ- 
ten on  these  matters,  shows  how 
little  Leland  knew  about  it ;  yet 
Dr.  Reid  is  not  worth  the  Father's 
notice. 

The  legend,  for  such  it  is,  is  due 
to  a  mistsJce  or  a  misprint  in  a  single 
short  sentence  of  Lord  Clarendon's. 
The  evidence  that  Clarendon  had 
before  him  is  now  in  Dublin,  and 
every  fibre  of  this  Island  Maghee 
story  can  be  traced.  First,  the 
number  of  the  killed  is  multiplied 
by  a  hundred.  In  revenge  for  some 
atrocious  murders  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, the  Carrickfergus  garrison 
did.  attack  Island  Maghee,  and  did 
kill  there,  not  three  thousand  per- 
sons, but  thirty  persons.  Again, 
the  date  is  wrong,  and  the  date  is 
all  in  all.  To  fit  with  the  theory 
that  it  was  the  beginning  of  the 
mischief,  it  is  thrown  back  to  ^e 
beginning  of  November  1 64 1 .  The 
real  date  was  the  beginning  of 
January  1642,  and  in  January,  and 
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long  before,  the  country  was  in 
flames  &om  end  to  end.  I  wish  you 
who  are  dissatisfied  will  at  least  look . 
at  what  Dr.  Beid  says  on  tliis  mat- 
ter; yon  will  find  yourselves  in 
good  hands.  Colonel  AndleyMer- 
vyn,  who  was  in  Ireland  at  the 
tune,  says  that,  in  his  own  county  of 
Fermanagh,  which  he  calls  one  of  the 
best  planted  counties  with  English 
m  the  whole  island,  by  January 
ahnost  all  of  them  had  been  killed. 
He  made  close  enquiry,  and  found 
that  not  one  in  twenty  had  escaped. 
Father  Burke,  following  the 
usual  Irish  Catholic  tradition,  in- 
sists on  a  commission  issued  in 
December  by  the  Dublin  Council, 
to  enquire  into  the  losses  of  the 
Scotch  and  English  settlers  by 
plunder.     Because  it  says  nothing 

!  of  massacres,  he  infers,  more  Hiber^ 
nieo,  that  it  denies  that  there  had 
been  any  massacre.   * 

Unfortunately  for  this  theory, 
there  is  a  letter,  dated  the  first  of 
Deoeihber,  from  the  same  Council 
to  the  hong  Parliament,  declaring 
that  at  the  time  when  they  were 
writing,  there  were  40,000  rebels  in 
the  field,  who  were  putting  to  the 
sword  men,  women,  and   children 

'  that  were  Protestants,  ill-using  the 
women,  dashing  out  the  brains  of 
the  children  before  their  parents' 
&C6S.  I  avoided  before,  and  I  shall 
avoid  now,  all  details  of  this  dreadful 

I  subject.  If  a  tenth  part  of  the 
swixm  evidence  be  true,  the  Irish 

\  acted  more  like  fiends  than  human 
beings.  I  will  quote  onfy  a  single 
page  from  Sir  John  Temple,  a  ms- 
tingnished  lawyer,  who  was  in  Dub- 

I  Un  all  the  time,  and  describes  what 
he  saw  with  his  own  eyes.     Father 

^  Borke  insists  on  the  cruelties  of 
Sir  Charles  Coote,  in  Wicklow.  Sir 
John  Temple  will  show  you  Sir 
(Carles  Coote's  provocation.  There 
is  no  dispute,  I  must  remind  you, 

.  about  the  expulsion  of  the  Pro- 
testant families  hom  their  homes. 
They  were  tamed  out  litemlly 
iftked  in  the  wild  October  weather, 


ivith  wisps  of  straw  or  rags,  to 
cover  them,  to  find  their  way  to  the 
sea. 

Listen  to  Sir  John  Temple. 

'  That  which  made  the  condition 
more  formidable  was  the  daily  re- 
pair of  multitudes  of  English  that 
came  up  in  troops  miserably  des- 
poiled out  of  the  North,  many  of 
good  rank  and  quality,  covered 
with  old  rags,  and  some  without 
any  covering  but  twisted  straw  j 
wives  came  lamenting  the  murder 
of  their  husbands ;  mothers  of  their 
children  barbarously  destroyed  be- 
fore their  eyes;  some  so surbated  as 
they  came  creeping  on  their  knees, 
others  frozen  with  cold,  ready  to 
give  up  the  ghost  in  the  streets ; 
others  distracted  with  their  losses, 
lost  also  their  senses.  Thus  was 
the  town,  within  a  few  days  after 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion, 
filled  with  these  lamentable  spec- 
tacles of  sorrow,  having  no  place  to 
lay  their  heads,  no  clothing  to  cover 
their  nakedness,  no  food  to  stay 
their  hunger.  To  add  to  their 
miseries,  the  popish  inhabitants 
refused  to  minister  the  least  com- 
fort to  them.  Many  lay  in  the 
open  streets,  and  others  under 
stacks,  and  there  miserably  perish- 
ed. Those  of  better  quaUty,  who 
cpuld  not  frame  themselves  to  be 
common  beggars,  crept  into  private 
places,  and  wasted  silently  away, 
and  died  without  noise.  I  havo 
known  some  that  lay  naked,  and 
having  clothes  sent,  laid  them  by, 
refasing  to  put  them  on:  others 
would  not  stir  to  fetch  themselves 
food,  though  they  knew  where  it 
stood  ready  for  them ;  and  so,  worn 
with  misery  and  cruel  usage,  their 
spirit  spent,  their  senses  failing,  the 
greatest  part  of  the  women  and 
children  thus  barbarously  expelled 
from  their  habitations,  perished  in 
the  city  of  Dublin,  leaving  their 
bodies  as  monuments  of  the  most 
illhuI^an  cruelties  used  towards 
them.' 

Do    you    suppose,    ladies    and 
c  2 
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gentlemen,  that  the  friends  and 
countrymen  of  these  poor  women 
would  have  been  in  a  very  amiable 
humour  with  such  scenes  before 
them  ?  Do  you  suppose  that  when 
they  knew  other  English  families 
within  reach  of  the  city  were  ex- 
posed to  the  same  treatment,  they 
ought  to  have  sat  still  and  allowed 
the  Irish  to  repeat  in  Leinster  the 
atrocities  which  they  had  perpe- 
trated in  the  North?  Coote  col- 
lected a  body  of  horse  out  of  the 
fugitive  men  who  had  crowded  into 
Dublin.  The  Irish  were  beginning 
the  same  work  in  an  adjoining 
county.  Coote  rode  into  the 
Wicklow  hills  and  gave  them  a 
lesson  that  two  parties  conld  play 
at  murder.  I  do  not  excuse  him. 
But  the  question  of  questions  is, 
who  began  all  those  horrors  ?  and 
what  was  the  true  extent  of  them  ? 
Father  Burke  thinks  everything, 
short  of  murder,  which  the  Irish 
did  to  have  been  perfectly  justifi- 
able. I  do  not  agree  with  him — 
but  let  that  pass.  He  says  a  Pro- 
testant has  proved  that  the  Catholics 
killed  only  2,100  people,  and  there- 
fore it  must  be  true.  Again  a  com- 
pliment to  a  Protestantr— but  it  is 
a  matter  on  which  I  will  not  accept 
the  mere  opinion  of  any  one  man, 
even  if  he  do  call  himself  Protestant. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  known 
many  Protestants  entirely  unable  to 
distinguish  truth  from  faLsehood. 
Sir  William  Petty,  a  very  able, 
430ol-hcaded,  sceptical  sort  of  man, 
examined  all  the  evidence,  went 
himself,  within  ten  years  of  the 
events,  over  the  scene  of  the  mas- 
sacre, and  concluded,  after  careful 
consideration,  that  the  number  of 
Protestants  killed  in  the  first  six 
months  of  the  rebellion,  amounted 
to  38,000.  Clarendon  and  Coote 
give  nearly  the  same  numbers. 
You,  who  would  form  an  indepen- 
dent opinion  on  the  matter,  I  would 
advise  to  read  (whatever  else  you 
read)  Sir  John  Temple's  history  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  Dr.  Borla]3e's 


history  of  it.  Temple  was,  as  I 
said,  an  eye-witness.  Borlase's  book 
contains  in  the  appendix  large  selec- 
tions from  the  evidence  taken  on  oath 
before  Commissioners  at  Dublin. 

I  shall  still  be  met  with  the 
*  thundering  English  lie  *  argument; 
and  so  far  you  have  but  my  asser- 
tion against  Father  Burke's.  In 
my  opinion  he  treats  the  Irish 
massacre  precisely  as  he  treats  the 
Alva  massacre  and  the  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's massacre.  The  wolf 
lays  the  blame  on  the  lamb.  But 
that,  you  may  fairly  say,  is  only 
my  view  of  the  question.  Very 
well,  I  have  a  proposal  to  make, 
which  I  hope  you  will  indorse ;  and 
if  we  work  together,  and  if  Father 
Burke  will  help,  we  may  arrive  at 
the  truth  yet. 

Ireland  and  England  will  never 
understand  each  other  till  this  story 
is  cleared  up.  Now,  I  am  fond  of 
referring  disputed  questions  to  in- 
different tribunals.  An  enormous 
body  of  evidence  lies  still  half  ex- 
amined in  Dublin.  I  should  like  a 
competent  commission  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  look  over  the  whole 
matter  and  report  a  conclusion.  It 
should  consist  of  men  whose  busi- 
ness is  to  deal  with  evidence — i.e. 
of  lawyers.  I  would  have  no  clergy. 
Catholic  or  Protestant.  Clergy  are 
generally  blind  of  one  eye.  I  would 
not  have  men  of  letters  or  historians 
like  myself  and  Father  Burke  ;  we 
partake  of  the  clerical  infirmities  of 
disposition.  By-the-bye,  I  must 
beg  Father  Burke's  pardon.  As  a 
priest  I  have  put  him  out  of  court 
already.  I  say  I  would  have  a 
conmussion  of  experienced  lawyers, 
men  of  weight,  and  responsible  to 
public  opinion.  Four  Irish  judges, 
for  instance,  might  be  appointed-^ 
two  Catholic  and  two  Protestant; 
and  to  give  the  Catholics  all  advan- 
tage, let  Lord  O'Hagan,  the  Catho- 
lic Irish  Chancellor,  be  chairman. 
Let  these  five  go  through  all  the 
survivingmemorialsof  the  Rebellion 
of  1641,  and  tell  us  what  it  really 
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was.  We  shall  then  have  sound 
ground  under  ns,  and  we  shall 
know  what  are  and  what  are  not 
Uie  ihnnderijDg  lies,  of  which  indis- 
putably, on  one  side  or  the  other, 
an  enormous  number  are  now 
afloat.  I  can  conceive  nothing 
which  would  better  promote  a 
reconciliation  of  England  and  Ire- 
land than  the  report  which  sucli^b 
comniission  would  send  in.  K  the 
heads '  of  the  Catholic  Church  in 
Ireland  would  combine  to  ask  for 
it,  I  conceive  that  it  could  not  be 
refused. 

For  myself  I  have  but  touched 
one  point  in  twenty  relating  to  this 
business  where  my  evidence  contra- 
dicts Father  Burke.  But  I  will 
pursue  it  no  further.  A  few  words 
win  exhaust  what  I  have  to  say 
about  Cromwell.  About  him  I 
cannot  hope  to  bring  Father  Burke 
to  any  approach  to  an  agreement 
with  me.  There  are  a  few  matters 
of  feet,  however,  which  admit  of 
being  established.  Father  Burke 
says  that  Cromwell  meant  to  exter- 
minate the  Irish.  I  distinguish 
again  between  the  industrious  Irish 
and  the  idle,  fighting  Irish.  He 
showed  his  intentions  towards  the 
peasantry  a  few  days  after  his  land- 
ing, for  he  hung  two  of  his  own 
troopers  for  stealing  a  hen  from  an 
old  woman.  Cromwell,  says  the 
Father,  wound  up  the  war  by  tak- 
ing 80,000  men  and  shipping  them 
to  the  sugar  plantations  in  Barba- 
does.  In  six  years,  such  was  the 
cruelty,  that  not  twenty  of  them 
were  left.  80,000  men.  Father 
Burke  !  and  in  six  years  not  twenty 
left.  I  have  read  the  Thurloe 
Papers,  where  the  account  will  be 
found  of  these  shipments  to  Bar- 
badoes.  I  can  find  nothing  about 
8o,doo  men  there.  When  were 
tbey  sent  out,  and  bow,  and  in 
what  ships  ?  You  got  these  num- 
bers where  you  got  the  millions  of 
native  Irish  in  America.  Your 
figores  expand  and  contract  like  the 
tent  in  the  fairy  tale,  which  would 


either  shrink  into  a  walnut-shell  or 
cover  10,000  men  as  the  owner  of 
it  liked.  Father  Burke  says  that 
all  the  Irish  Catholic  landowners 
were  sent  into  Connaught.  Lord 
Clarendon  says  that  no  one  was 
sent  to  Connaught  who  had  not 
forfeited  his  life  by  rebellion ;  and 
next,  that  to  send  them  there  was 
the  only  way  to  save  them  from 
being  killed,  for  they  would  not 
live  in  peace.  If  an  Englishman 
strayed  a  mile  from  his  door  he  was 
murdered,  and  there  was  such  ex* 
asperation  with  these  fighting  Irish 
that  if  they  had  been  left  at  home 
the  soldiers  would  have  destroyed 
them  all.    . 

Ireland  was  made  a  wilderness, 
says  Father  Burke,  and  that  is  true 
— but  who  made  it  so  ?  The  nine 
years  of  civil  war  made  it  so —  and 
it  could  not  revive  in  a  day  or  in  a 
year.  If  three  or  four  ^ousand 
Irish  boys  and  girls  were  sent  as 
apprentices  to  the  plantations,  it 
was  a  kindness  to  send  them  there 
in  the  condition  to  which  Ireland 
had  been  reduced;  but  when  I 
said  that  fifteen  years  of  industry 
brought  the  country  to  a  higher 
state  of  prosperity  than  it  had 
ever  attained  before,  I  am  not  an- 
swered when  I  am  told  that  it 
was  miserable  when  the  settlers  had 
been  at  work  only  for  four  years. 
I  will  refer  Father  Burke,  and  I 
will  refer  you,  to  the  Life  of  Olaren- 
don,  if  you  wish  to  see  what,  the 
Cromwellian  settlement  made  of 
Ireland.  Clarendon  hated  Crom- 
well and  would  allow  nothing  in  his 
favour  that  he  could  help.  Read 
it  then  and  see  which  is  right — 
Father  Burke  or  I. 

Never  before  had  Ireland  paid 
the  expenses  of  its  government.  It 
was  now  able  to  settle  a  permanent 
revenue  on  Charles  II.  In  1665, 
when  many  estates  were  restored 
to  Catholic  owners,  the  diflBculty 
was  in  apportioning  the  increased 
value  which  Puritan  industry  had 
given  to  those  estates. 
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It  is  true  that  thb  priests  were 
ordered  by  Cromwell  to  leave  the 
coantry.  Father  Burke  says  that 
a  fine  was  set  on  the  heads  of 
those  that  remained.  In  a  sense 
that  too  is  true ;  but  in  what  sense  ? 
A  thousand  went  away  to  Spain — 
of  those  that  remained  and  refused 
to  go — of  those  who  passively  stayed, 
and  did  not  conceal  themselves,  and 
allowed  the  Government  to  know 
where  they  were — some  were  ar- 
rested and  sent  to  Barbadoes — some 
were  sent  to  the  Irish  Islands  on 
the  west  coast,  and  a  sum  of  money 
was  allowed  them  for  maintenance. 
Harsh  measures.  But  Father  Burke 
should  be  exact  in  his  account. 
Those  who  went  into  the  moun- 
tains and  lived  with  the  outlaws 
shared  the  outlaws'  fate.  They  were 
making  themselves  the  companions 
of  what  Englishmen  call  banditti — 
what  the  Irish  call  patriots.  I  don't 
think  any  way  they  were  a  good 
kind  of  patriots.  It  is  true  that  a 
price  was  set  on  the  heads  of  those 
who  absolutely  refused  to  submit. 
It  was  found  too  fatally  successful 
amode  of endingwith  them.  Father 
Burke  quotes  a  passage  from  Major 
Morgan.  I  will  quote  another : — 
*  The  Irfeh,'  he  said,  *  bring  in  their 
comrades'  heads.  Brothers  and 
cousins  cut  each  other's  throats.' 

Mr.  Prendergast,  the  latest  and 
most  accomplished  historian  of  these 
times,  a  man  of  most  generous  dis- 
position and  passionately  Irish  in 
his  sentiments,  alluding  to  these 
words  of  Major  Morgan,  makes  a 
comment  on  them,  which  tempts 
me  to  abandon  in  despair  the  hope 
of  understanding  the  Irish  cha- 
racter. 

*  No  wonder  they  betrayed  each 
other,'  he  says,  *  because  they  had 
no  longer  any  public  cause  to  main- 
tain.* 

I  shall  notice  but  one  point  more. 

In  speaking  of  the  American  re- 
volution, I  said  that  a  more  active 
svmpathy  was  felt  at  that  time  for 
the  American  cause  by  the  Pro- 


testants of  the  North  of  Ireland  than 
by  the  Catholics,  and  that  more 
active  service  was  done  in  America 
by  the  Anglo-Scotch  Irish,  -who 
emigrated  t£ither  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  than  by  the  representatives 
of  the  old  race.  Do  not  think  that 
I  grudge  any  Irishman  of  any  per- 
suasion the  honour  of  having  strack 
a  blow  at  their  common  oppressors 
when  the  opportunity  offered.  I 
was  mentionmg,  however,  'what 
was  matter  of  fact,  and  I  wished  to 
remind  Americans  that  there  is  a 
Protestant  Ireland  as  well  as  a 
Catholic — ^with  which  at  one  time 
they  had  intimate  relations. 

There  is  distinct  proof  that  dur- 
ing a  great  part  of  the  last  century 
there  was  a  continual  Protestant 
emigration  from  Ireland  to  this 
country.  Archbishop  Boulter  speaks 
earnestly  about  it  in  his  letters,  and 
states  positively  that  it  was  an 
emigration  of  Protestants  only — 
that  it  did  not  affect  the  CathoUcs. 
So  grave  a  matter  it  was  that  it 
formed  the  subject  of  long  and 
serious  debates  in  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment. The  Catholic  emigration 
meanwhile  was  to  France.  A  few 
Catholic  peasants  may  have  come 
to  America  after  the  Whiteboy 
risings  in  1760,  but  I  have  seen  no 
notice  of  it.  Li  kely  en  ongh  Catholic 
soldiers  deserted  from  the  regiments 
sent  out  from  Ireland.  Likely 
enough  gallant  Irish  Catholic  gentle- 
men from  the  French  and  Spanish 
armies  may  have  gone  over  and 
taken  service  with  you.  I  admire 
them  all  the  more  if  they  did.  But 
after  allowing  all  this,  out  of  every 
ten  Irishmen  in  America  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  there  must 
have  been  nine  Protestants.  While 
as  to  the  Catholics  in  Ireland  (I 
would  say  no  more  on  this  subject 
if  Father  Burke  had  not  called  on 
me  for  an  explanation),  I  can  only 
say  that  while  the  correspondence 
of  the  viceroy  expresses  the  deepest 
anxiety  at  the  attitude  of  the 
Presbyterians,  no  hint  is  dropped 
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of  any  fear  from  the  rest  of  the 
popalatian.  Father  Burke  ques- 
tions my  knowledge  of  the  racts, 
and  qaotes  from  McNeven  that  there 
were  16,000  Irish  in  the  American 
ranks.  I  should  have  thought  that 
there  had  been  more — ^but  Father 
Bnrke  in  claiming  them  for  the 
Catholics  is  playing  with  the  name 
of  Trishman. 

I  quoted  a  loyal  address  to 
George  III.  signed  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  body  by  the  leading  Irish 
Ca^olics.  Father  Burke  says  that, 
though  fulsome  in  its  tone,  it  con- 
tains no  words  about  America. 
As  he  meets  me  with  a  contradic- 
tion, I  can  but  insist  that  I  copied 
the  words  which  I  read  to  you  from 
the  original  in  the  State  Paper 
Office,  and  I  will  read  one  or  two 
sentences  of  it  again.  The  address 
declares  that  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land abhorred  the  unnatural  rebel- 
lion against  his  Majesty  which  had 
broken  out  among  his  American 
subjects,  that  they  laid  at  his  feet 
two  million  loyal,  faithful,  and 
affectionate  hearts  and  hands,  ready 
to  exert  themselves  against  his 
Majesty*s  enemies  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  that  their  loyalty  had 
been  always  as  the  dial  to  the  sun, 
true  though  not  shone  upon. 

Father  Burke  is  hasty  in  telling 
me  that  I  am  speaking  of  a  matter 
of  which  I  am  ignorant,  but  I  will 
pursue  it  no  further,  nor  but  for  his 
challenge  would  I  have  returned 
to  it.  Both  he  and  I  are  now  in 
the  rather  ridiculous  position  of 
contending  which  of  our  respec- 
tive friends  were  most  disloyal  to 
our  own  Government. 

Here  I  most  leave  him.  I  leave 
nntooched  a  large  number. of  blots 
wJncfe  I  had  marked  for  criticism, 
but  if  I  have  not  done  enough  to 
him  already,  I  shaU  waste  my 
words  ^nth    trying  to    do  more; 


and  for  the  future  as  long  as  I  re- 
main in  America,  neither  he,  if  he 
returns  to  the  charge,  nor  any  other 
assailant  must  look  for  nirther 
answer  from  me. 

His  own  knowledge  of  his  sub- 
ject is  wide  and  varied ;  but  I  can 
compare  his  workmanship  to  no« 
thing  so  well  as  to  one  of  the  lives 
of  lus  own  Irish  Saints,  in  which 
legend  and  reality  are  so  strangely 
blended  that  the  true  aspects  of 
things  and  characters  can  no  longer 
be  discerned. 

I  believe  that  I  have  shown  that 
this  is  the  true  state  of  the  case, 
though  from  the  state  of  Father 
Burke*s  mind  upon  the  subject,  he 
may  be  unaware  precisely  of  what 
has  happened  to  him. 

Any  way  I  hope  that  we  may 
now  part  in  good  humour ;  we  may 
differ  about  the  past;  about  the 
present,  and  for  practical  objects,  I 
believe  we  are  agreed.  He  loves 
the  Irish  peasant,  and  so  do  I.  I 
have  been  accused  of  having  no- 
thing practical  to  propose  for  Ire- 
land. I  have  something  extremely 
practical ;  I  want  to  see  the  peasants 
taken  from  under  the  power  of  their 
landlords,  and  made  answerable  to 
no  authority  but  the  law.  It  would 
not  be  difficult  to  define  for  what 
offence  a  tenant  might  legally  be 
deprived  of  his  holding.  Ho  ought 
not  to  be  dependent  on  the  caprice 
of  any  individual  man.  If  Father 
Burke  and  his  friends  will  help  in 
that  way,  instead  of  agitating  for  a 
separation  from  England,  I  would 
sooner  find  myself  working  with 
him  than  against  him.  If  he  will 
forget  my  supposed  hatred  to  his 
religion,  and  will  accept  the  hand 
which  I  hold  out  to  him,  I  can  as- 
sure him  that  the  hatred  of  which 
he  speaks,  like  some  other  things, 
has  no  existence  except  in  his  own 
imagination. 
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NEW  EDITION  OP  THE  PASTON  LETTERS.' 


AMONG  the  many  services  ren- 
dered to .  English  Hteratare 
by  Mr.  Arber  in  producing  his 
series  of  English  Reprints,  not  the 
least  is  his  issue  ofthePaston  Letters, 
under  the  able  editorship  of  Mr. 
James  Gairdner.  The  literary  his- 
tory of  this  famous  collection  is 
itself  a  curiosity.  Valuable  alike 
to  the  antiquary,  the  student  of 
social  manners,  and  to  the  historian 
of  a  period  of  which  there  are  but 
few  memorials,  these  Letters,  after 
having  lain  almost  unheeded  for 
three  centuries,  excited  so  great  an 
interest  on  their  first  appearance  to 
the  world  in  1787,  that  the  whole 
edition  of  the  first  portion  pub- 
lished was  sold  within  a  week. 
Horace  Walpole  was  delighted  with 
them;  and  the  King  having  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  see  the  originals, 
the  editor,  Mr.  Fenn,"  generously 
presented  them  to  his  Majesty  in 
three  volumes  (being  part  only  of 
the  whole),  for  which  he  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood.  Unfortunate 
gift!  for  these  three  MS.  volumes 
are  not  now  to  be  found  among  the 
Library  of  George  III.  in  its  home 
in  the  British  Museum,  but  have 
disappeared,  the  tradition  being 
that  'they  were  last  seen  in  the 
hands  of  Queen  Charlotte,  who  it  is 
supposed  must  have  lent  them  to 
one  of  her  ladies  in  attondance.' 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  honour  of 
womanly  curiosity,  that  this  suppo- 
sition may  one  day  be  cleared  up. 

Fenn  published  in  all  four  vo- 
lumes, two  in  1787  and  two  in  1789; 
and  left,  on  his  death  in  1 794,  a  fifth 
volume  ready  for  the  press,  which 
was  not,  however,  printed  till  1823, 
by  his  nephew  Mr.  Serjeant  Frere.  By 
that  time  all  the  oriemals,  strangely 
enough,  were  missing,  even  those 
of  the  fifth  volume.  But  Fenn  had 
(as  has  been  lately  shown)  done 


his  work  of  transcribing  and  pre- 
paration throughout  with  sacb  mi- 
nute and  painstaking  care,  that  the 
want  of  the  oiiigiuals  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  felt,  and  historian  aft^er 
historian  has  made  unquestioning 
use  of  the  materials  thus  thrown 
open,  resting  on  the  good  taith  of 
the  upright  editor.     And   it    does 
not  seem  that  this  confidence  has 
been  misplaced.    In  the  FortnighUy 
Review  for  September  i,  1865,  Mr, 
Herman  Morivale  for  the  first  time 
cast  doubts  upon  the  authenticity 
of  the  Paston  Letters,  questioning 
whether  they  are  *  entirely  gennine^ 
without    adulteration    by    modem 
hands,'  and  making  various  objec- 
tions to  their  value  and  truth.  This 
not  only  produced  in  the  following 
month  a  reply  from  Mr.  Gairdner^ 
who  had  made  the  Letters  his  spe- 
cial   study,   convincingly  meeting 
doubts  and  objections,  and  explain- 
ing difficulties  from  the  volumes  as 
they  stood,  but  led  to  the  discovery 
shortly  afterwards,  in  Mr.  Frere's 
hoase,  of  the  originals  of  Volume  V. 
As  the  late  Mr.  J.  Bruce  describes, 
'inclosed  in  a  little    paper   case, 
which  somehow  or  other  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant overlooked,    there    were    in 
his  possession  these  hundred  and 
twelve  papers,  all  arranged  in  per- 
fect order,  prepared  with  the  great- 
est care,  and  marked  by  Sir  J.  Fenn 
with  neat  pencil  memoranda.  They 
were  found  in  a  box  of  Sir  J.  Fenn's, ' 
together  with  about  two  hundred 
and  seventv  other  papers.    The  im- 
portance of  setting  at  rest  all  doubts 
being  evident,   these   papers  now 
underwent  a  strict  examination  at 
the  hands  of  a  Committee  composed 
of  eminent  members  of  the  Society  of 
Antiquaries,  and  a  close  comparison 
with  Fenn's  print  of  them :  the  re- 
sults of  which  were,  on  the  count 
of  their  being  really  genuine,  the 
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strong  testimony  that  'a  minute 
iQ^)ection  of  every  one  of  the  manu- 
scrq)t8,  without  the  discovery  of  any 
single  circumstance  which  could 
create  a  doubt,  has  produced  in  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee the  most  unhesitating  cer- 
tainty upon  this  point;'  and  as 
re^rards  Fenn*s  work,  'J^at  the 
errors  are  very  few,  and  for  the 
most  part  tiivisJ ; '  while  the  charge 
of  interpolation  or  garbling  was  in- 
dignantly repelled  by  Mr.  Bruce. 
When  BO  much  can  be  proved  of 
the  posthumous  volume,  which  had 
not  the  benefit  of  correction  by  the 
practised  eye  of  its  editor,  the  in- 
ference is  that  the  earlier  volumes 
will  be  certainly  not  less  trust- 
worthy. On  the  whole,  the  weight 
of  evidence  and  argument  before  the 
finding  of  Mr.  Frere's  manuscripts 
was  in  &vonr  of  the  authenticity  of 
the  Paston  Letters;  it  amounted 
after  that  discovery  to  a  certainty, 
which  no  one  at  all  familiar  with 
the  methods  of  handwriting,  lan- 
guage, and  forms  of  composition  of 
older  English  manuscripts  can  with- 
8t«nd.> 

The  story  does  not  end  here.  The 
separation  of  the  members  of  this 
precious  collection  of  manuscripts 
has  been  so  cruel  that  they  are 
found  in  different  places;  twenty 
letters  are  at  the  Bodleian  Library 
in  the  Douce  collection,  two  rough 
volumes  of  Fastolf  and  Paston  ma- 
nuBcripts  are  in  the  great  reposi- 
toiy  of  the  late  Sir  T.  PhiUipps 
(now  belonging  to  his  daughter), 
*  single  letters,  which  once  formed 
part  of  it,  occasionally  turn  up  at 
auctions,  and  some  have  been  sold 
to  foreign  purchasers,'  while  the 
large  number  found  by  Mr.  Frere 
in  1865,  including  the  hundred 
and  twelve  originals  of  Volume  V., 
are   now  safely   deposited  in  the 


British  Museum.  It  is  much  to  be 
wished  that  the  whole  of  the  known 
relics  of  the  Paston  Letters,  as  well 
as  others  that  may  hereafter  be  dis- 
covered, may  sooner  or  later  find 
their  fitting  home  in  the  National 
Library. 

The  difficulties,  then,  in  the  way 
of  a  conscientious  editor,  anxious  to 
glean  all  assistance  from  a  reference 
to  the  minutisB  of  his  originals,  were 
great.  A  careful  and  comprehen- 
sive study  of  the  whole  of  the 
Letters,  together  with  a  tbj^  know- 
ledge of  the  politics  and  the  course 
of  history  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
had  long  ago  made  it  apparent  that, 
while  individually  faithful  to  the 
manuscripts,  Fenn  had  in  many  in- 
stances made  errors  as  to  their 
chronology,  while  the  whole  of  his 
collection  was  wanting  in  unity  and 
harmony  of  arrangement.  The 
reason  of  this  seems  to  be,  as  Mr. 
Bruce  explains,  that  Fenn  selected 
some  letters  from  each  chronolo- 
gical parcel  for  his  first  experimental 
publication;  that  for  the  second,  he 
also  made  a  further  selection ;  and  that 
finding  still  some  papers  of  interest 
remaining  in  each  parcel,  he  chose 
out  one  hundred  and  twelve  of  these 
for  a  last  and  fifth  volume.  Thus 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  re- 
lations of  one  to  another  are  not 
always  correct.  The  discovery  of 
the  box  of  letters  at  Mr.  Frere's 
house  seemed  to  present  a  good  oc- 
casion for  recasting  the  whole  in  a 
new  edition,  in  which  errors  of  date 
should  be  rectified,  broken  links 
joined,  and  to  which  large  additions 
could  be  made,  with  the  benefit  of 
the  increased  facilities  now  at  com- 
mand for  the  accurate  study  of 
ancient  documents. 

The  first  volume  now  brought 
out  accordingly  contains  nearly  two 
hundred  new  letters    and   papers 


*  Those  curious  in  the  details  of  the  history  here  slightly  sketched  are  referred  to  the 
Fcrinigktfy  Review,  First  Series— Nos.  viii.  and  xi. ;  Mr.  Bruce's  excellent  paper,  and 
the  B^rt  of  the  Committee  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  both  printed  in  Arohmologia, 
^  xiL,  together  with  the  collateral  testimony  borne  by  Mr.  B.  Almack  in  a  letter 
innted  in  me  same  volume. 
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given  either  m  extenso  or  in  short  ab- 
stract, and  dovetailed  in  with  those 
reprinted  fit)m  Fenn;  the  whole, 
amounting  to  nearly  fonr  hundred, 
belong  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VI., 
A.D.  1422  to  1 46 1.  Besides  bring- 
ing his  exact  historical  knowledge 
to  bear  npon  the  text  and  chrono- 
logy, the  editor  has  prefixed  a  valu- 
ble  Introduction,  in  which  he  gives 
particulars  as  to  the  Paston  family, 
and  what  he  modestly  calls  *  a 
political  survey'  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI.  from  his  marriage  to  the 
disastrous  end. 

In  the  story  of  the  Pastons  we 
see  one  of  those  which  show  that  in 
former  times,  as  well  as  in  modern 
days,  a  family  could  rise  from 
small  beginnings,  and  attain  by  the 
industry,  individual  genius,  or  force 
of  character  of  some  of  its  members, 
to  wealth,  honour,  and  position. 
Known  as  smaU  gentry  before  the 
days  of  Henry  VI.,  tiie  Pastons 
soon  became  of  importance  in  their 
county,  Norfolk,  and  later,  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  till  having 
reached  the  peerage  their  line  ended 
in  1732,  in  the  person  of  the  second 
Earl  of  Yarmouth.  And  among  the 
family  none  seems  to  have  con- 
tributed so  much  to  build  up  their 
fortunes  as  the  *  Good  Judge,*  Wil- 
liam Paston,  of  the  days  of  Henry 
VI.,  who  (though  we  are  now 
taught  to  call  him  by  his  plain  title 
of  esquire,  instead  of  that  of  knight, 
to  which  he  appears  to  have  had  no 
claim)  stood  high  in  trust  and  in 
his  profession;  he  bought  much 
property  in  the  county,  part  of 
which,  Oxnead,  in  oourse  of  time 
became  the  principal  seat  of  the 
family.  It  adds  an  interest  to  his 
name  to  find  it  connected  with  that 
of  Thomas  Chaucer,  the  son  of  the 
poet,  from  whom  he  purchased  the 
manor  of  Gresham.  Speculation 
may  curiously  wonder  whether  it 
was  in  his  country  house  here  that 
the  chief  butler  to  Henry  V.  turned 
over  those  papers  and  relics  of  his 
immortal  father  out  of  which  the 
Cook's  Tale  is   supposed  to  have 


come  forth.  Another  Paston,  Cle- 
ment, was  an  eminent  naval  com- 
mander and  soldier  in  the  time  of 
Henry  VIII.  and  Mary.  But  to  go 
back  to  the  times  of  the  Letters, 
the  Judge's  wife  Agnes,  who  wrote 
to  him  the  *good  tidings  of  the 
coming  and  the  bringing  home  of 
the  gentlewoman '  who  was  to  be 
his  daughter-in-law,  and  who  begged 
him  to  bring  for  the  young  lady  *  a 
gown  of  a  goodly  blue,  or  else  of  a 
bright  sanguine,'  to  add  to  her 
mother's  gift  of  a  goodly  far ;  that 
daughter-in-law  herself,  Margaret, 
the  brave  and  devoted  wife  of  John 
Paston  for  six-and- twenty  years; 
John,  the  trusted  adviser  of  Sir 
John  Fastolf,  with  his  own  troubles 
in  the  possession  of  his  rights ;  his 
sister  Elizabeth,  anxious  to  get 
married  to  escape  the  hard  disci- 
pline of  her  mother ;  the  able  but 
thrifty  Fastolf;  all,  though  old 
friends,  stand  in  these  pages  with 
fresh  life  and  colour  in  the  linea- 
ments of  portraits  somewhat  ob- 
scured by  the  mists  of  time. 

But  it  is  in  their  connection  with 
English  history,  notwithstanding 
the  assertion  that  'no  additions 
whatever  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
politics  of  that  most  obscure  age 
has  been  made  through '  them,  that 
the  letters  and  papers  of  the  Pastons 
and  their  numerous  correspondents 
possess  an  importance  which  in- 
creases in  interest  as  they  are 
studied.  It  is  true  that  we  gain 
some  highly  interesting  glimpses 
into  the  side- walks  of  the  history  of 
this  period  from  one  or  two  other 
collections  of  letters,  such  aa  the 
Stonor  Papers  ;  the  ShiUingford 
correspondence  in  1447-8,  where 
the  shrewd  and  energetic  Mayor  of 
Exeter  shows  us  how  an  important 
suit  should  be  conducted  in  high 
quarters,  and  admits  us  to  the 
'  ynner  chamber '  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor at  Lambeth  if  we  put  our- 
selves *yn  presse'  with  him;  and 
the  domestic  correspondence  of  the 
Plumpton  family,  of  Yorkshire,  from 
1460  to  1 55 1,  for  which,  however, 
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the  editor  only  claims  that  they 
'oontun  much  that  is  of  interest 
to  the  general  i-eader,  as  leading 
faim  to  an  exact  knowledge  of  the 
social  condition  of  the  English 
gentry ;  '  hut  these  groups  of 
papers  do  not  approach  the  Fasten 
Lc^rs  in  variety  and  extent,  and 
are  confined  in  their  range  of  view. 
To  appreciate  the  bearings  of  these 
on  English  history  the  general 
reader  needs  a  sketch  of  the  political 
events  of  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth 
omtDry,  into  which  shall  be  wrought, 
together  with  the  great  leading  cha- 
racters then  successively  treading 
ihe  stage,  and  the  great  events 
brought  about  by  their  actions,  the 
state  of  feeling  among  the  people, 
and  the  influence  which  this,  com- 
bined with  local  jealousies,  had  upon 
the  fortunes  of  a  private  fiimUy  like 
the  Fastens.  Such  a  sketch  Mr. 
Gairdner  provides,  nor  does  he  for- 
get now  and  then  to  point  out  the 
constitutional  aspects  of  questions 
that  have  forced  themselves  on  his 
notice. 

The  loss  of  the  English  possessions 
in  Normandy,  the  consequent  un- 
popularity of  the  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
and  his  subsequent  murder  (for  the 
aocount  of  which  history  is  indebted 
to  John  Faston's  Mend  Lomner), 
heavy  taxation  and  general  injustice, 
are  placed  in  the  sequence  of  the 
causes  which  led  up  to  the  rebellion 
of  Jack  Cade,  *  a  movement  which 
we  must  not  permit  ourselves  to 
look  upon  as  a  vulgar  outbreak  of  the 
rabble,'  and  which  is  proved  to  have 
been  countenanced  by  many  of  good 
position.  The  story  of  this  move- 
ment and  of  its  '  Captain  of  Kent,' 
«nd  of  two  successive  *  Captains  * 
hitherto  unnoticed  by  historians, 
with  evidence  of  risings  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  indicate  the 
troublons  times  in  which  two  at 
feast  of  the  letter  writers  were 
seriously  engaged. 

We  have  it  put  before  us  in  a 
<»naected  narrative  how  the  weak- 


ness of  the  Government  and  the  ill- 
management  of  the  revenues — ^which 
ended  in  the  almost  total  loss  in 
145 1  of  the  French  possessions,  and 
brought  back  from  Ireland,  to  be 
ready  to  take  his  stand  at  the  helm 
of  afikirs,  the  able  and  moderate 
Duke  of  York,  the  only  man  at  this 
time  who  seems  to  have  been  fit  to 
govern— were  the  cause  of  much 
ndscarriage  of  justice  in  the  country, 
as  exemplified  in  the  contest  of  John 
Fasten  with  Lord  Moleynes  and  his 
advisers,  Tuddenham  and  Heydon. 
The  riotous  proceedings  of  Charles 
Nowell  and  his  gang  in  Norfolk, 
too,  were  then  possible,  *  outrages ' 
which  we  are  told  *were  not  the 
works  of  lawless  brigands,'  but 
*  were  merely  the  effects  of  party 
spirit.'  The  controversy  between 
York  and  Somerset — hated  for  his 
maladministration  in  Normandy — 
in  which,  though  York  exhibited 
his  detailed  articles  of  accusation'^ 
against  his  opponent,  Somerset 
gained  the  upper  hand  for  a  time, 
immediately  precedes  the  extra- 
ordinary blank  in  our  knowledge 
of  internal  affairs  in  1452-3.  But 
the  royal  progress  which  it  is  known 
the  King  made  in  that  year  seems  to 
have  finished  with  a  visit  to  the 
Duke  of  York  at  Ludlow ;  and  Sir 
John  Fastolf,  to  whom  William  Wor- 
cester, alias  Botoner,  was  secretary, 
is  found  soon  after  lending  money 
to  York  upon  the  security  of  some 
of  his  jewellery. 

Then  in  August  1453  came  the 
sad  illness  of  the  Eang,  and  later 
those  two  scenes  which  stand  out 
from  the  old  records  with  such 
pathetic  interest,  of  the  Queen  pre- 
senting his  first-bom  babe  to  the 
unconscious  King,  and  of  the  grave 
deputation  from  the  Lords  in  their 
anxious  but  vain  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain recognition :  '  they  could  have 
no  answer,  word  ne  sign,  and  there- 
fore, with  sorrowful  hearts,  came 
their  way;'  scenes  only  equalled 
by  the  touching  interviews  recorded 


*  Now  first  printed,  from  the  Gottonian  MSS. 
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by  Paston'fl  friend  Clere,  when  at 
Christmas  1454  the  King  recovered 
his  facnlties.  The  constltational 
difficulties  created  by  the  imbecility 
of  the  head  of  the  State  were  great, 
bat  the  appointment  of  York  as 
Protector  in  April  1454  brought 
something  like  order  into  the  state 
of  affairs,  and  a  vigour  unknown 
for  years.  It  was  soon  after  this 
that  William  Paston,  writing  to  his 
brother  in  Norfolk  of  the  intended 
visit  of  Fastolf,  tells  him  that  *  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  is  still  in  prison, 
in  worse  case  than  he  was ; '  whence 
he  was  set  free  on  the  King's  re- 
storation to  health,  to  be  slain  in 
the  collision  at   St.  Alban's,  May 

22,  1455- 

We  must  not  linger  over  the 
events*  of  this  unhappy  period, 
which  are  worked  out  with  care 
and  minuteness,  and  upon  several 
obscure  points  of  which  fresh  Ught 
is  thrown  by  the  aid  of  new  mate- 
rials. The  whole  aspect  of  the  civil 
war  comes  before  us  in  the  remarks 
on  the  claim  of  York  to  the  throne. 
*  Though  the  step  was  undoubtedly 
a  bold  one,  never  perhaps  was  a 
high  course  of  action  more  strongly 
suggested  by  the  results  of  past 
experience.  After  ten  miserable 
years  of  fluctuating  policy,  the 
attainted  Yorkists  were  now  for 
the  fourth  time  in  possession  of 
power ;  but  who  could  tell  that 
they  would  not  be  a  fourth  time 
set  aside  and  proclaimed  as  trai- 
tors ?  For  yet  a  fourth  time  since 
the  fall  of  Suffolk,  England  might 
be  subjected  to  the  odious  rule  of 
favourites  under  a  well-intentioned 
king,  whose  word  was  not  to  be 
relied  on.'  Through  the  alterna- 
tions of  health  and  sickness  of  the 
King,  the  dissensions  between  the 
great  Lords  and  the  Queen,  the  mis- 
government  of  the  country  at  home 


■and  abroad,  the  wretched  days  of 
Ludlow,  Bloreheath,  and  North- 
ampton, the  story  winds  its  livay, 
telUng  as  it  goes  along  the  hopes 
and  fears  of  the  Pastons  and  their 
connections.  Friar  Brackley  writes 
how  my  Lord  of  York  has  been 
written  to,  *to  ask  grace  for  a 
sheriff  the  next  year.'  Master 
William  Worcester  studies  French 
and  grumbles  at  his  master's  stin- 
giness, every  now  and  then  giving 
a  sly  hit  at  political  affairs,  while 
old  Sir  John  Fastolf  is  preparing  to 
make  his  peace  with  Heaven  by  the 
foundation  of  a  religious  college  at 
Caister  after  his  death.  With  that 
event,  which  took  place  on  the  5  th  of 
November,  1459,  this  volume  closes, 
leaving  the  hope  that  the  tale  may 
be  taken  up  in  like  manner  with  the 
remaining  letters. 

We  have  but  space  to  refer  to 
one  constitutional  problem  touched 
upon,  on  which  Mr.  Gairdner's 
words  may  well  at  the  present  day 
be  suggestive.  Speaking  of  the  re- 
lative power  of  the  Houses  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  when  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  form  a  government  in 
place  of  the  imbecile  King,  he  says, 
'  The  influence  which  the  House  of 
Commons  has  in  later  times  ac- 
quired is  a  thing  not  directly  re- 
cognised by  the  Constitution,  but 
only  due  to  the  control  of  the  na- 
tional purse-stringp.  Strictly  speak- 
ing, the  House  of  Commons  is  not  a 
legislative  body  at  all,  but  only  an 
engine  for  voting  supplies.'  How 
is  it  then  that  (to  name  no  other 
instances)  in  1455  ^^^  Commons, 
having  presented  a  petition  or 
*  grievance,*  would  proceed  to  no 
other  business  till  that  was  com- 
plied with  ?  In  this  presenting  of 
'petitions*  lies  the  kernel  of  the 
matter. 

L.  TouLMiN  Smith. 


"'^s^^iir' 
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A  VISIT  TO  SHAMYL'S  COUNTRY  IN  THE  AUTUMN  OP  1870.> 
By  Edwin  Ransom,  F.R.A.S.  P.R.G.S. 


AFTER  making  some  acquaint- 
ance with  St.  Petersburg, 
Moscow,  and  Nijni  Novgorod,  I  left 
tiie  latter  port  on  August  i8,  1870, 
with  a  through  ticket  for  Petrovsk, 
on  the  Caspian.  I  had  the  services 
of  ft  courier  who  had  been  twice  with 
English  travellers  in  Caucasus. 

The  right  bank  of  the  Volga  is 
often  picturesque,  though  never  so 
high,  broken,   or    wooded,    as    at 
Nijni  Novgorod.     The  great  towns 
at  which    the     steamer     stopped, 
tiiongh  of  course  partaking  of  the 
unkeniptnesa  of  all  Russia  and  the 
RossiaDs,    possess    handsome   fea- 
tures,  and   promise   well   for   the 
fiitare.  Astrakhan — one  of  the  first 
names  one  learns  in  geography — 
marked  so  large  and  alone  on  the 
map,  is  far  less  in  size  and  in  in- 
terest than  some  of  the  river  towns. 
Flat  it  is  and  sandy,  among  vast 
sand  flats,  which  produce    water- 
melons and   cucumbers  utterly  in- 
nmnerous  for  the  vegetable-eating 
Russian. 
j        Government  may  make  the  moun- 
tain lines   of  Caucasus  and  Ural 
the  boundaries  between  Asiatic  and 
European     provinces,    and    carto- 
graphers may  colour  their  maps  on 
a  similar  rule,  but    the  traveller 
I     most  feel  himself  quite  in  Asia  when 
he  sees  the  nomade  KaJmuks  with 
their  skin  tents  on  both  sides  the 
great  river,  when  he   meets  their 
queer,  flat,  featureless  faces  on  the 
steamer  and  in  the  bazar  at  Astrak- 
han, and  still  more  when  he  finds 
himself  immersed  in  Mahometan- 
ism   in    Daghestan,    where   every 
I      feature  of  Ufe   and   civilisation  is 
Oriental  excepting  the  Russian  sol- 
dier and  the  Russian  post. 
Near  most  of  the  Caspian  ports 


the  sea  is  shallow  and  open,  so  that 
anchorage  is  impossible  in  windy 
weather.  From  Astrakhan  all  mer- 
chandise and  passengers  are  con- 
veyed some  70  miles  across  the 
delta  between  the  river  steamers 
and  the  sea  steamers  in  vessels  of 
lighter  draught.  Besides  this  na- 
tural detriment  to  Astrakhan  as  an 
entrepot,  any  bad  weather  on  the 
Caspian  hinders  cpnmierce  and  re- 
stricts the  navigation  season,  which 
begins  among  the  ice-floes  in  May, 
and  ends  in  autumn  through  short- 
ness of  water,  fogs,  or  frost.  A 
railway  between  the  two  seas  from 
Poti  to  Tiflis  and  the  good  harbour 
of  Baku  will  be  an  incalculable  help 
to  the  commerce  between  East  and 
West. 

Tartars,  Armenians,  and  Per- 
sians are  numerous  in  Astrakhan. 
If  the  former  continue  successful  in 
effecting  a  cross  with  the  Georgians, 
may  we  not  hope  for  fewer  of  the 
tiny  eyes  and  almost  imperceptible 
noses,  and  more  of  such  high  quaU- 
ties  as  mark  the  Kazan  Tartars  in 
the  offices  and  hotels  of  St.  Peters- 
burg and  Moscow  ?  Since  Persia 
ruled  the  countries  west  of  the 
Caspian,  the  snivelling  Persian  mer- 
chant tracks  the  steps  of  trade,  and 
the  sturdv  Persian  labourer  finds 
employ  where  the  less  able  Russian 
or  the  less  willing  native  often 
grumble  and  starve. 

The  voyage  from  Astrakhan  to 
the  sea  steamer  is  most  tedious. 
During  the  night  the  fiery  tail  of 
sparks  from  the  chimney  of  the 
tug  steamer  leads  the  way,  and  the 
day  reveals  nothing  but  boundless 
swamps  with  banks  of  reeds,  PeU- 
cans,  cormorants,  and  other  sea- 
fowl  occasionally  pass ;  an  outlying 


'  Iq  this  paper  foreign  words  are  spelt  nearly  an  pronounced  ;  for  the  vowels  the 
imTaiTing  nsage  of  German  and  Italian  pronunciation  is  intended.  The  letter  'c* 
is  not  adopted,  being  an  expletive,  and  its  sound  generally  uncertain. 
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island  station  reqnirea  a  lengthy 
call ;  and  then  we  steer  for  a  speck 
on  the  horizon  which  in  the  course 
of  time  proves  to  be  the  Prince 
ConstanHne^  a  good  paddle-steamer 
of  perhaps  700  tons,  which  afler 
some  four  hours'  work  receives  her 
cargo.  A  glorious  night  on  a  gently 
rolling  sea  was  followed  by  a  fresh 
morning.  The  traveller  from  Russia 
looks  out  for  the  first  sign  of  moun- 
tains— ^at  the  foot  of  brown  craggy 
hills  lie  the  white  houses,  the  bar- 
racks and  the  pier  of  Petrovsk.  The 
time  of  year  was  recommendable 
rather  for  convenience  and  health 
than  with  re^rd  to  the  aspects  of 
nature.  Probably  every  part  of  the 
Russian  dominions  needs  all  of 'May' 
it  can  get  to  give  it  a  charm  to  the 
Western  visitor.  I  found  through- 
out Southern  Russia  the  steppe  and 
all  but  the  highest  uplands  alike 
brown  and  bare  and  void  of  the 
picturesque ;  but  on  the  other  hand 
the  weather  was  for  three  months 
never  unfriendly,  and  the  roads  and 
rivers  never  viiccnivendbles,  Petrovsk 
is  mostly  modem.  The  new  har- 
bour ought  to  become  very  usefiil, 
being  the  only  one  north  of  Baku ; 
but  from  the  stylo  of  progress  in 
works  and  in  trade  the  engineer 
may  well  be  glad  of  all  the  com- 
pliments  he  gets.  After  looking  over 
two  neat  old  forts  and  a  fine  new 
lighthouse,  I  was  anxious  to  be  on  the 
way  to  Temir-khan-shura,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  district,  fchere  to  present 
an  introduction  to  the  governor, 
and  to  learn  what  sort  of  a  journey 
I  could  make  to  Tiflis.  (I  had 
utterly  failed  in  seeking  information 
about  Daghestan,  excepting  from 
Ussher's  London  to  PersepoUs,)  A 
diUgence — a  sort  of  omnibus — 
was  assigned  as  a  iiEivour  (instead 
of  the  renowned  little  boat  on  four 
wheels — ^telega — ^the  representative 
vehicle  of  the  Russian  post,  which 
figures  in  every  English  book  on 
Russia),  and  the  anticipated  expe- 
rience of  'urging  the  inevitable 
paradodnaia  over  the  interminable 


steppe'  was  deferred.  The  horn 
blew  loud,  and  the  four  horses 
abreast  galloped  oK 

For  the  first  stage  the  route 
skirted  the  foot  of  the  hills,  their 
shadows  then  varied  by  a  finely- 
clouded  sky.  To  the  right  was  a 
boundless  level — the  steppe.  The 
driver  goes  where  are  the  fewest 
inequalities  in  the  ground,  and 
where  a  track  is  made  in  the  dried 
herbage.  After  passing  some  cul- 
tivated patches  of  the  ungracious 
looking  soil,  Kumkurtale  is  ap- 
proached. It  is  about  fourteen 
miles  from  Petrovsk,  and  on  a  cliff 
overlooking  the  stream  which  flows 
down  from  'Shura.  The  houses 
are  all  of  mud  -~  as  in  many 
Eastern  countries — solid  and  du- 
rable as  the  *cob'  of  Devonshire. 
Some  com  was  being  gathered  in 
small  stacks  by  the  homes  or  on 
their  roofs;  in  another  place  oxen 
drawing  a  chair  on  wheels  were 
being  urged  round  the  thicldy- 
strewn  threshing-floor.  With  a 
fresh  team  a  start  was  soon  made, 
and  novelties  drew  attention  on 
either  hand.  The  road  here  turned 
down  into  the  valley,  following  it 
right  up  into  the  mountain  country, 
stumbling  along  and  across  the 
rugged  river  bed.  Here  was  a 
walled  vineyard  with  its  *  tower' 
in  the  comer,  there  a  field  of  maize, 
a  com  field,  or  a  garden,  with  the 
life-giving  irrigation,  showing  the 
native  thrift  of  the  sons  of  the  soil. 
After  an  hour's  jolting  a  plateau  is 
reached,  which  commands  striking 
panoramas  of  the  peaky,  rocky 
hills,  and  valleys  which  mark  the 
approach  to  this  *  mountain-land ' — 
Dagh-estan.  Sandstone  is  the  pre- 
vailing formation,  and  sometimes 
very  picturesque.  A  village — dtil — 
is  passed  every  few  miles,  and  one 
learns  often  to  recognise  its  pre- 
sence by  the  cemetery-hill,  with  its 
crowd  of  rude  monuments  and  high 
upright  stones,  which  may  catch 
the  eye  long  before  the  fiat  brown 
tops  of  the  snugly-set  houses.    The 
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oonntenances  and  style  of  the  peo- 
ple are  the  greatest  contrast  to 
d^er  Russian  or  Kalmnk,  recalling 
one's  ideal  of  a  race  of  mountaineers. 
One  maj  feel  it  aln\ost  an  honour. 
to  be  looked  at  hj  the  grand  large 
eyes  of  the  boys.  Long  strings  of 
carts  are  passed  on  the  road,  the 
drivers  generally  wearing  the  mas- 
sive cone  of  white,  black  or  brown 
sbeepskin — ^the  hat  of  the  Cauca- 
aans.  The  last  &ai  before  reaching 
the  town  is  perhaps  as  picturesquely 
placed  as  any  in  Daghestan,  the  old 
Tartar  keep  overhan^ng  its  village 
and  its  gardens ;  barest  hills  around, 
on  which  the  sun  is  just  setting, 
and  one  wonders  what  an  evening 
was  like  up  in  that  tower  fifty  years 
agO)  when  the  levelling  Christian 
Bliss  had  not  placed  his  foot  on  the 
land,  and  when  feud  and  fight  were 
t^  life  of  the  people.  Again  the 
liom  is  blown,  and  we  are  impelled 
at  tiie  utmost  speed  of  Russian 
etiquette,  through  the  fortifications 
of  the  Russian  town,  up  a  street 
which  seems  a  mixture  of  tree- 
tnmks,  dried  mud,  and  stones. 
Here  it  may  be  indeed  ^ell  to  try 
to  make  some  virtue  of  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  things  as  one  finds 
^m.  The  traveller's  position  in  a 
diligence  is  reaUy  like  that  of  ^a 
pea  in  a  rattle.'  He  learns  to  hold 
m  as  the  victim  of  the  Russian  post 
most  do,  espedally  when  leaving 
or  nearing  a  station. 

In  the  darkness  we  turn  out  at  the 
K)tel  Ounib ' — ^the  chief  tavern  of 
the  town — ^kept  by  an  Armenian,  as 
is  usual  in  Caucasian  countries ;  and 
the  darkness  inside  renders  an  en- 
try a  matter  of  time.  On  readi- 
isK  the  first  floor — ^where  are  gene- 
rally the  principal  rooms,  the  oham- 
ba%  billmrd-room  and  dinang-room 
-«-we  find  some  little  glass  petro- 
leum kunpB  (the  same  ^t  do  duty 
ittdoors  aiid  out  anywhere  within  a 
tlicniBand  miles  this  side  of  the  oil 
wdlsc^Baku).  Presently  a  waiter 
o^«6  the  tall,  creaky,  Budsian-like 
mrs  of  tb^  better  apartments ;  by 


*  strong  representations '  y^e  obtain 
some  leather  mattresses  to  mitigate 
the  boarded  bedsteads  or  couches, 
which  with  a  few  stools  are  the 
sole  furniture.  Earthenware  may 
be  borrowed  as  a  favour,  though 
the  Russian  ablutions  are  usually 
done  out  of  doors,  the  water  being 
poured  on  the  hands  Oriental- wise. 
Thirty  miles  of  very  unaccustomed 
shaking  indisposed  one  to  criticise 
long  or  severely  the  circumstances 
of  the  new  quarters. 

The  nextmoming  was  sunny,  and  I 
soon  turned  out  to  see  if  there  might 
be  anything  pleasing  or  interesting  in 
the  little  capital  of  Northern  Dagh- 
estan. Temir-khan-shura  numbers' 
about  two  thousand  souls,  and  a 
similar  number  of  soldiers  were 
stationed  there  under  canvas  on  a 
hill-side.  The  residence  of  Prince 
George-adzi,  the  governor,  the  sum- 
mer house  of  Prince  Melikov,  and 
the  extensive  barracks,  are  stone- 
built,  white-washed,  and  roofed 
with  the  Russian  sheet-iron  or 
tiles.  Nearly  all  the  other  build- 
ings are  entirely  wooden  (unless  the 
roofs  be  in  some  cases  thatched), 
painted  white  and  green,  or  more 
often  unpainted.  The  streets  are 
quite  unpaved,  excepting  a  la 
corduroy  near  the  town  gates,  with 
white  lamp  posts  at  the  corners, 
and  relieved  by  rows  of  Lombardy 
poplars.  My  servant  ascertained 
that  the  governor  was  on  a  tour  of 
inspection  in  his  district,  but  was 
expected  home  in  two  or  three  days. 

This  delay  was  vexing.  Though 
Gtinib — ^the  celebrated  stronghold 
of  Shamyl — ^was  my  proximate  ob- 
ject, I  was  dependent  on  Prince 
George-adzi  for  information  and 
letters  to  help  me  to  make  such 
journey  to  Tiflis  as  might  promise 
most  of  interest.  And  so  neces- 
sity, added  to  courtesy,  caused  a 
stay  of  four  days  before  making 
fuiiher  progress  towards  the  great 
mountains.  In  one  of  the  chief 
^ops  were  a  few  comestibles, 
doubtless .  supposed   to   be   choice 
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samples  of  Western  civilisation — 
most  prominent  being  the  ubiquitous 
and  representative  *  Reading  Bis- 
cuits.' The  inevitable  'photo- 
grapher/ here  as  in  almost  every 
other  town  announced  on  a  large 
board,  was  unable  to  supply  any 
views  of  landscape  or  building. 
German  though  he  generally  is  in 
Caucasus,  I  never,  except  at  Tiflis, 
•could  obtain  the  pictures  the  tra- 
veller usually  likes  to  gather  e7i 
route.  Most  evenings  fliere  was 
good  billiard  playing  at  the  hotel  be- 
tween the  officers,  natives  especially. 

The  country  around  'Shura  was 
hilly  and  broken,  brown  and  tree- 
less. On  the  north  side  of  the 
town  the  river  rushes  at  the  foot  of 
high  sandstone  cliffs,  on  the  crest 
of  which  are  some  old  forts.  Not 
fer  off  is  a  Russian  cemetery,  con- 
taining the  damaged  tombs  of  several 
officers.  One  evening  we  spent 
with  a  Gterman  settler  in  the  valley, 
where  he  has  a  very  good  orchard 
and  a  mill,  besides  a  brewery.  From 
the  aspect  of  things  in  general,  I 
did  not  wonder  at  his  expressing 
a  wish  to  sell  out  and  leave  the 
country,  though  his  motives  might 
be  more  social  than  commercial,  for 
he  assured  us  the  goodwill  of  his 
beer-houses  in  the  town  was  no 
trifle.  His  ale  hardly  reached  the 
standard  of  the  bright,  light,  fra- 
grant *  Astrakhanski  pivo,'  which 
is  the  emulation  of  brewers  and 
drinkers  in  East  Caucasus. 

On  Saturday,  August  15  (O.S.),  I 
witnessed  the  service  of  the  last  day 
of  the  Feast  of  the  Assumption.  The 
first  day  I  had  spent  among  the 
throng  of  worshippers  at  the  many 
churches  and  shrines  at  'Holy 
Trinity,'  near  Moscow.  Here,  on 
the  outskirts  as  it  were  of  the 
Russian  Church  and  the  Russian 
realm,  the  observances  were  folly 
attended.  The  church  is  promi- 
nent, placed  in  the  midst  of  a 
square,  and  is  coloured  over  outside 
with  red  ochre.  It  was  crowded, 
and  the  memorial  and  symbolical 


adjuncts  of  the  altar  were  nearly 
obscured  by  dense  incense.  The 
next  morning  the  market-place  in 
the  native  quarter  was  alive  with 
peasants  of  all  sorts  and  ages, 
dealing  chiefly  in  fruits  and  com. 
I  bargained  for  some  different  kinds 
of  grapes  at  about  a  penny  a 
pound,  and  found  them  fairly  good. 

My  last  evening  at  'Shura  was 
spent  most  profitably  with  a  distin- 
guished officer  stationed  there  for  a 
short  time,  I  believe,  for  scientific 
purposes.  He  was  a  Finn — ^had 
been  in  Chodsko's  expedition  in 
Armenia,  and  was  one  of  those  who 
mounted  Ararat-:-so  apparently  felt 
entitled  to  speak  jauntily  of  climbers 
with  whom  he  feared  scientific  ob- 
servations were  a  secondary  matter. 
He  had  been  colouring  maps  of  a 
great  part  of  Caucasus,  to  distinguish 
the  many  tribes  (some  of  which 
are  limited  to  a  single  village),  and 
the  varied  dialects  and  different 
languages  current  between  the  Cas- 
pian and  Black  Seas.  He  was  a 
real  philologer — knew  English,  too, 
though,  like  several  Russians,  espe- 
cially ladieS,  he  would  not  talk  it, 
through  ignorance  of  our  pronun- 
ciation. The  governor  I  found  gra- 
cious, as  Russian  officers  are  always 
represented  to  be.  He  did  not 
speak  French,  so  my  interpreter- 
servant  from  Moscow  was  required 
as  a  medium.  He  advised  the  fre- 
quented nrate  from  Gunib  to 
Vladikavkaz  and  Tiflis,  rather  than 
straight  over  the  high  mountains 
by  Telav,  and  gave  me  letters  to 
all  the  authorities  on  the  way.  He 
assigned  as  escort  and  interpreter  as 
far  as  Gunib  a  brave  officer  of  the 
native  militia — Abdullah — lately 
high  in  the  service  of  Shamyl. 
I  went  to  the  post-office  and  gave 
a  letter  to  the  master — the  last  I 
could  post  before  reaching  the 
capital — its  address  required  in 
Russian  as  well  as  English,  that  it 
might  be  read  and  registered. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  we  rode 
out  of  Temir-khan-shura,  and  for 
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fourteen  miles  rode  slowly  sofitli- 
wards,  mostly  in  the  shades  of  a 
serene  evening.  The  roar  of  grass- 
hoppers alone  disturbed  the  still- 
ness.    We  soon  led  the  Caspian 

^  road  which  leads  to  Derbem,  and 
on  onr  way  passed  some  large  vil- 
lages ;  one  of  them,  they  said,  more 
popnlons  than  the  town.  The  reli- 
gions exercises  of  oar  leader  caused 
more  than  one  protracted  delay. 
His  Mahometanism  I  may  observe 
was  Sunni,  the  Shia  forms  of  the 
&ith  are  nearly  confined  to  the  coast 
and  other  districts  formerly  under 
Persian  role.  About  nine  o'clock 
we  turned  into  the  Government 
house  at  Jeugutai,  and  the  dirty 
divan  in  the  chief  room  was  assigned 
for  my  repose.  The  journey  was 
resumed  by  starlight.  Passing  out 
of  the  village  a  cemetery  was  on 
either  hand,  and  in  each  was  a  clus- 
ter of  the  people  awaiting  the  dawn 
in  attitudes  of  devotion.  I  was 
afterwards  repeatedly  impressed 
with  this  practice,  and  more  than 
once  noticed  the  like  observance 

1  also  with  Russians  on  ship-board. 
The  country  was  not  poor,  the  soil 
being  very  light  and  not  shallow, 
and  generally  cropped  with  maize  and 
back  wheat.  Villages  lined«the  route 
at  shortintervals — winding  between 
the  houses  in  these  Mis  was  some- 
times not  easy  or  agreeable.  The 
people  and  animals  were  turning  out 
for  the  day — the  men  and  women 
appear  generally  to  share  the  work 
— ^then  they  were  reaping  the  bar- 
ley, stacking  it,  or  laying  out  the 
bundles  on  a  threshing-floor;  in 
other  directions  they  were  to  bo 
heard  urging  the  cattle  at  plough. 
The  road  throughout  to  Gunib  was 
in  course  of  improvement :  bridges, 
Uttle  and  big,  being  built,  pretty 
thoroughly  too.  The  old  route  of 
eighty-four  miles  from  'Shura  (de- 
scribed by  Mr.  TJssher  in  his  London 

^  to  Pentepolis  in  1863)  will  be  rather 
shortened.    Mine  was  of  some  fifty- 

^  eight  miles,  leading  through  the 
mountain  gorges. 

VOL.  VU.— »0.  XXXTII.  NEW  SERIES. 


We  left  the  road,  taking  a  long 
steep  climb,  from  the  summit  of 
which  is  a  very  extensive  view  of 
the  'Shura  hill  country.  The  south 
side  overlooked  a'  very  deep  set 
&{l\ — ^Aimyaki.  For  the  descent  it  was 
quite  necessary  to  dismount,  and  my 
horse,  once  in  the  village,  soon  led 
the  way  to  a  house,  which  proved 
to  be  Abdullah's  home.  There  I  was 
soon  occupied  in  clearing  a  plate  of 
small  raw  hen  eggs,  and  was  the 
subject  of  much  regard  by  child- 
ren on  neighbouring  roofs,  and  by 
the  host's  two  little  ones.  Putting 
my  spectacles  on  the  boy,  he  went 
off  with  them  to  his  mother,  who* 
was  preparing  a  repast  which  sh& 
and  Abdullah  produced  with  the 
graceful  manners  characteristic  of' 
the  Mussulmans  of  the  country.  An 
hour  in  the  quiet  and  in  the  dark 
was  afterwards  refreshing.  I  found 
a  '  siesta '  was  usual  a^r  dinner 
with  all  classes  in  Caucasus — Rus- 
sian and  native.  This  Abdullah 
received  from  the  late  Emperor  one* 
of  the  (re-captured)  Russian  flags, 
which  Shamyl  had  taken.  The 
great  conflict  seemed  very  recent, 
and  one  could  hardly  imagine  the 
best  part  of  the  men  we  see  having 
been  deadly  enemies  to  Russia,  and 
now  even  acting  as  showmen  in 
Shamyl's  head-quarters. 

The  mountains  here  were  of 
chalk  and  limestone,  the  strata 
rising  towards  the  south,  as  I 
have  heard  does  Daghestan  gene- 
rally, the  steeps  being  on  the  south 
side  of  the  main  range,  over- 
hanging Kakhetia.  The  exit  from 
AimyaH  is  through  a  strange^ 
lofty,  jagged  *  gate.'  We  followed  a 
brook  for  perhaps  four  miles,  having 
often  a  thousand  feet  of  precipice  on 
each  side,  and  sometimes  the  space  at 
top  as  narrow  as  the  river  bed  along 
which  we  made  our  way.  The  rock 
formation,  I  thought,  rendered  the- 
scenery  more  striking  than  the  simi- 
lar gorges  in  Switzerland,  Tyrol, 
andNor^  Dovrefield — ^more  broken^ 
rocky,  and  ridgy.     Before  reaching 
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the  main  vallej  of  the  Kazikoisn, 
a  contretemps  caused  some  diver- 
sion, the  path  being  covered  with 
water  throagh  a  miller  making 
extra  *  pen.*  Where  the  cliffs  were 
fonr  or  five  yards  apart  all  was 
water  for  more  than  twice  that  dis- 
tance. The  lad  who  had  charge  of 
the  horses  went  first,  and  the  *  yu- 
kha*  (baggage  horse)  next — that 
missed  footing  on  the  narrow  path 
where  the' water  was  not  two  feet 
deep,  and  threatened  soon  to  sub- 
merge itself.  However,  Abdullah 
managed  to  get  it  throagh  without 
my  baggage  being  seriously  wet- 
ted. T  went  next,  and  my  horse 
tnmbled,  but  soon  scrambled  out. 
The  horses  ravenged  themselves  in 
a  fashion  by  treading  down  the 
banks  of  the  miller's  dam  in  cross- 
fined  it. 

Passing  through  a  considerable  atil 
— Gergebil — where  maize  was  grow- 
ing in  great  luxuriance,  with  plenty 
of  trees  and  crops,  we  crossed  the 
Kazikoisn  by  a  strong  bridge,  the 
river  running  far  below,  confined 
by  the  rock  strata  to  a  precisely 
straight  course  for  several  hundred 
feet.  The  valley  seemed  filled  with 
hills  of  boulder,  covered  or  tufibed 
Tnth  grass.  As  the  road  approaches 
the  mountain  on  the  other  side  the 
valley,  it  passes  vast  piles  of  this 
boulder  deposit.  The  latter  seems 
packed  along  the  north  side  of  the 
mountain,  the  strata  of  which  rises 
vertically  from  one  to  two  thousand 
ieet  above  the  bed  of  the  Kara- 
koisu — the  Qunib  stream.  The  road 
through  the  mighty  defile  of  this 
river  is  in  a  notch  perhaps  half-way 
up  the  cliff.  The  sides  are  often 
top  abrupt  to  allow  a  view  of  the 
water :  they  vary  from  fifty  feet  to 
a  mile  in  distance  from  the  tower- 
ing crags  opposite.  After  a  broad 
valley  the  mountains  again  close  in 
on  the  road.  The  latter  ascends 
considerably  to  where  the  stream 
coming  down  from  Gtinib  is  spanned 
by  a  light  iron  lattice  bridge  which 
carries    the   road    to    Khunzakh. 


Thence  the  white  house  of  the   gt>- 
vernor  at  Gunib  is  visible,  high,  on 
a  prominent  crag.    The  main  direc- 
tion of  the  road  is  nearly  strai^lit, 
and  also  level,  though  the  actual 
distance  is  nearly  trebled  by   the 
incessant  windings  caused  by  gul- 
lies and  lateral  valleys.     An  oflBcer 
en  route   from    St.   Petersburg*  to 
Ghinib  kept  company  for  an  hour  or 
two.      He    had    left   'Shura    that 
morning,  and  on  his  way  had  had 
a    ducking     in     the    miU-stream. 
His   white  pony  held  on    its   way 
better  than    our    caravan,   at    the 
waddling  trot  which  is  liked  in  this 
country.     Daylight  was  gone  long 
ere  we  reached  the  bridge  which 
introduces  to  the  zigzags  of  Ganib. 
Many  lights  on  the  mountain  side 
had  shown  where   we  were,    and 
gradually  we  found  ourselves  among 
them. 

The    governor's    reception    was 
most    cordial,    and    the   apologies 
profuse    for  a  disarrangement    of 
the   establishment   caused    by  the 
preparations  for   the   visit  of  the 
Viceroy,  the  Grand  Duke  Michael, 
then  on  a  progress  through  Dagh- 
estan.     I  found  myself  violating  a 
maxim  of  Russian  travel — never  to 
be  just  before  or  after  a  great  man ; 
and  afterwards  on  the  post  road  I 
was  two  or  three  times  hindered 
for  hours  through  the  horses  being 
requisitioned  for  the  imperial  cor- 
tege,     I  was  soon  desired  to  join  a 
few  oflficers  who  were  invited  to 
sup  with  a  general  of  engineers. 
The  latter  was  on  a  tour  of  inspec- 
tion   of   the  barracks    and    other 
military  works  in  the  district.    The 
party  was  a  pleasant  one,   for  all 
could  speak  French  or  German,  and 
the  eng^eer  had  lately  been  on  an 
expedition  to  the  country  east  of  the 
Caspian.     He  had  visited  the  high, 
bare  Balkan  hills,  and  produced  his 
sketch  book  and  notes.     The  new 
Russian     colonia    there,    Ejrasno- 
vodsk,  is  costly,  for  there  is  very 
little  in  the  neighbourhood  to  sup- 
port it,  but  it  is  hoped  it  will  be 
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isefal  in  the  Government  system 
jf  Western  Turkestan.  A  special 
steamer  maintains  the  communica- 
tion with  Bakn  on  the  opposite 
coast. 

Next  morning  I  was  conducted, 
bj  two  handsome  officers  of  the 
mounted    native    mihtia,     around 
(runih.     The  town  is  on  the  side  of 
the  mountain  mass  which  hears  the 
name,  and  at  the  only  point  which 
is  not   precipitous,    and    therefore 
accessihle.     Above  the  town  are  yet 
more   zigzags,    and    the    road    is 
generally    supported   by  walls    or 
arches.    The   barracks  and  upper 
fortifications   seemed  considerable, 
for  the  force  stationed  there  was  a 
battalion(i,ooo  men).   The  fastness 
of  Gonib  is  about  33  miles  round, 
and  the  objection  to  it  as  a  fortress 
is  its  extent.     The  interior  is  much 
d^ressed,  and  a  deep  gorge  carries 
off  the  numerous  streams  towards 
the  town.    This  rent  appears  water- 
worn  in  places,   and  at  a  height 
which  struck  me  as  far  above  the 
possible  level  of  any  glut  which 
could  now  be  furnished  by  the  sur- 
rounding   slopes.      Shamyl's    dis- 
Hiantled  village  is  in  the  midst  of 
the  nphmds.     His  house  is  tenanted 
to  keep  it  up ;  it  is  similar  to  all 
other  houses  in  the  country,  but  has 
a  noticeable  little  watch  tower  and 
stone  gateway.     Here  two  stupid, 
^ly  children,  dressed  in  loose  blue 
cloths  like  the  women,  took  hold  of 
^  and,  beeides  two  ugly  black 
sheep  with  the  fat  tails,  were  the 
only  mgns  of  life.     From  this  house 
Shamyl  went  down  the  valley  to 
'neet  his  conqueror.  Prince   Bar- 
jatinskiyina  birchwoodby  the  road 
within  sight  of  his  home.     An  open 
^ding,  its  roof  supported  by  eight 
pillars,  and    perhaps   four    yards 
sqTiare,  covers  the  spot  where  for- 
nially  ended  Shamyl's  twenty-seven 
,  years*  irar  against  Russia.     A  stone 
on  which  the  Viceroy  sat  bears  the 
,  ^  of  the  chieftain's  submission— 
^11.  August  26,  1859. 
^  foGbwed  f<Mr  a  few  miles  the 


windings,  of  a  road,  in  course  of 
construction,  up  to  a  newly  made 
tunnel:    a  route  which  materially 
shortens  the  J  distance  from  Ghmib 
town  to  Karadakh,   the  next  gar- 
rison fort  on  the  west.     The  Rus- 
sian   soldiers  on   the    work  were 
numerous,  digging,  stone-breaking, 
and  building.     They   had  extem- 
porised  huts  from   the  haycocks. 
They  were  just  then  at  their  mid? 
day  chief  meal,  which  was,  as  else- 
where, vegetable  broth,  with  coarse 
bread  and  a  shred  of  meat.     The 
outer  end  of  the  tunnel  suddenly 
reveals    one    of   the   wildest   and 
grandest  prospects  in  the  country, 
and    overlooks    a  very  deep  and 
precipitous  valley,   the  descent;  to 
which   is   by   many   zigzags.     At 
the  governor's  to  dinner,   besides 
his   wife,  a  cultivated  lady   fr^m 
(Georgia,     and     her      elder     chil- 
dren,  were  the  supper  party  of  the 
previous    evening.       Ounib    is    a 
'  crack  '  station,  but  living  is  costly. 
I  noticed  many  officers  there.     It  is 
a  sanatorium  for  invahded  members 
of  the  Goverriment  services.     The 
rocks  are  apt  to  be  loose,  and  the 
ways  in  the  town  are  very  irregular, 
and  dangerous  in  the  dark ;  several 
soldiers  get  thrown  down  or  crushed 
in  the  course  of  a  year. 

The  Russian  soldiers  are  always  at 
work,  at  least  in  Caucasus.  Here 
they  seemed  to  do  everything.  Their 
clothes  are  well  worn  and  patched  ; 
uniforms  are  not  always  worn  in 
Caucasus — sometimes  an  officer's 
old  white  coat  is  donned  instead  of 
the  grey — ^but  always  the  cap  and 
long  boot,  without  which  a  man  is 
hardly  a  Russian.  A  plateau  in  the 
midst  of  the  town  is  useful  for  drill. 
It  was  formerly  fortified,  and  a 
curious  collection  of  field  pieces  and 
other  artillery,  native,  Russian,  and 
Persian,  is  now  set  out  by  the 
church.  The  latter  building  is  a 
first  and  principal  consideration 
with  the  Russian  at  home  or  abroad, 
and  on  efiecting  an  occupation  the 
conqueror  or  colonist  has  been  said. 
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to  declare,  *  Wo  never  give  up  con- 
fiecrated  ground ' ! 

The  next  day  I  rode  and  strolled 
about  the  long  slopes  of  pasture, 
and  mounted  to  the  crest,  which 
rises  almost  like  the  edge  of  a 
saucer.  The  wild  flowers  were  yet 
more  plentiful  than  before,  though 
I  did  not  recognise  any  which  are 
not  familiar  in  Bedfordshire.  The 
rainy  season  here  is  in  the  three 
months  which  end  in  July,  so  the 
vegetation  was  fresher  than  in  the 
same  latitude  in  the  Pyrenees.  The 
grasshoppers  were  countless  and 
noisy, 'brilliant  green,  black  and  red, 
yellow,  and  yellow-green.  On  and 
off  for  an  hour  or  two  my  attention 
was  taken  by  a  kind  of  broken  net- 
work over  the  sky — immense  flights 
of  cranes  coming  from  the  Caspian 
southward.  The  panorama  from 
Gunib  is  very  extensive  and  very 
impressive.  Down  below  the  wan- 
dered precipices  on  the  southern 
edge  were  the  tiny  fields  of  the  fertile 
valley,  the  pairs  of  oxen  just  dis- 
cernible drawing  their  loads.  A 
large  part  of  the  main  range  of 
East  Caucasus  was  visible,  with 
patches  of  snow  on  the  higher  parts 
only.  Countless  great  summits 
jagged  the  southern  horizon,  but 
neither  the  extreme  right  nor  left 
revealed  the  longed-for  peak  of 
Shebulos  or  Basanljusi.  Between 
was  spread  a  chaos  of  mountain 
land,  cleft  irregularly,  and  present- 
ing no  marked  ridges  or  open  valleys. 
The  northward  prospect  from 
Gunib  shows  how  the  country 
breaks  down  towards  the  steppe— 
the  Tshetshnian  forests  shading  its 
limits  in  that  direction — forests 
connected  with  woefnl  memories  of 
slaughtered  columns  of  invaders. 
The  commanding  heights  imme- 
diately to  the  east  I  had  hoped  to 
climb,  while  waiting  a  few  days  for 
an  expected  good  chance  of  strik- 
ing across  the  wild  high  country 
straight  for  Tiflis ;  but  being  taken 
with  a  diarrhoea,  I  gave  a  day  to 
rest,  and  another  vainly  to  laudanum, 


then  started  westward  one  evening 
for  E^aradakh,  vid  the  tunnel  and 
the-  valley  below  it  I  had  looked 
into.  The  country  to  the  south 
has  been  little  visited,  even  by 
Russians.  I  was  told  it  would  be 
difficult  and  dangerous  to  cross  it^ 
except  in  quiet  weather,  and  with 
a  full  supply  of  food  and  of  cover- 
ing,  there  being  little  population^ 
and  the  tracks  tedious  and  rocky 
in  the  extreme.  The  charms  of 
the  route  I  afterwards  took  com- 
bine varieties  of  forest  and  culti- 
vated vegetation,  with  crags  and 
steeps  probably  nearly  equal  in 
scale  to  those  of  the  undescribed 
districts. 

Taking  leave  of  my  bountiful  en- 
tertainers, I  quitted  their  mansion 
and  traversed  the  great  mountain 
of  Gunib  for  the  last  time,  de- 
scending on  the  contrary  side  to 
the  town  by  the  new  exit  to  the 
deep  valley.  For  several  versts  we 
took  a  doubtful  course  along  a  stony 
little  river  bed,  sometimes  nearly 
grown  up  with  bushes,  while  the 
evening  shades  soon  confined  the 
view.  It  became  too  dark  to  dis- 
tinguish the  coal-seams  in  the  cUff» 
which  the  Russians  work  by  adits. 
We  could  have  no  communication 
with  our  guide,  he,  like  other  na- 
tives, knowing  no  speech  but  that 
of  his  congeners;  and  we  found 
ourselves  bitterly  deceived  by  a  six: 
hours'  ride  having  been  described  as 
consisting  of  as  many  miles,  the 
latter  being  indeed  barely  the 
length  of  5ie  direct  line.  The 
moon  rising  on  the  left  revealed  in 
front  a  cliff  of  some  600  or  800 
feet^  with  a  narrow  rift  in  the  direc- 
tion of  our  march.  At  the  bottom 
of  this  was  the  stream,  and  utter 
darkness.  Some  soldiers — Finns — 
sleeping  on  huts  at  the  entrance  of 
the  passage,  recommended  us  to 
stay  there  ;  but  as  they  said  the 
fort  was  but  three  versts  beyond, 
I  went  on.  My  timid  courier, 
whose  breeding  was  of  Hombnrg, 
Baden,  and  Paris,  abhorred  suc^ 
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journeying ;  and  bid  dislike  of  my 
ionr  was  nearly  equalled  by  bis  dis- 
like of  tbe  teste  tbat  ebose  its 
pjeasnre  in  snob  a  conntnr.  We 
dismonnted,  and  splasbed  along  tbe 
led  of  tbe  stream  in  tbe  dark  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Tbe  top 
of  tbe  ravine  was  straigbter  and 
narrower  tban  tbe  bottom.  Tbe 
view  looking  oat  at  eaeb  end  was 
Tery  striking.  It  was  eleven  be- 
fore tbe  Karadagb  fort  was  reaobed 
fiuiher  down  tbe  yalley,  and  I  was 
vexed  to  be  obliged  to  call  up  tbe 
officer  in  cbarge.  After  some  delay 
he  kindly  prepared  us  lodging  and 
sapper.  Tbe  best  was  a  devout 
old  peasant  soldier  of  tbirty-five 
years'  service,  wbo  bad  been  pro- 
moted repeatedly  in  consequence  of 
bravery  in  tbe  Crimean  war.  Sucb 
honour  bas  been  unusual  in  tbe 
Russian  army,  tbe  full  flock  of 
nobility  being  largely  dependent 
on  tbe  State  for  *  relief*  in  tbe 
form  of  appointments.  Almost 
^ery  evening  of  my  journey  I 
could  follow  in  tbe  first  conversa- 
tion enquiries  as  to  wbat  we  eacb 
were,  our  route,  and  about  tbe 
events  and  probabilities  of  tbe  war. 
Now  I  bad  to  interrupt  tbis,  for, 
not  knovidng  if  tbe  remaining  tbirty 
versts  to  Kbnnzakb  migbt  prove 
ninety,  I  was  determined  on  rest 
without  delay,  and  an  early  start. 

The  mot^ng  rose  fresh,  brigbt, 
and  hot.  Forward  tbe  valley  was 
wider  and  a  little  cultivated.  Afler 
miles  of  laborious  zigzags  tbe  road 
emerges  on  a  very  elevated  poor 
pastorage,  wbere  were  pretty  little 
'shcep  and  goats  of  all  colours.  In 
Ik  depression  lay  tbe  large  new 
fortress,  barracks,  and  village  of 
Kbnnzakb.  Tbe  mountains  around 
were  bare  and  wild:  tbougb  tbe 
'Strata  were  broken,  tbey  offered 
no  striking  feature  excepting  one 
i^qnare  solitary  mass  rising  from  a 
"viUey  on  tbe  left,  whicb  had  caught 
my  eye  all  tbe  morning.  Tbe  valleys 
of  this  country  are  probably  between 
fce  and  seven  tbonsand  feet  above 


tbe  sea-l^vel,  and  tbe  beigbts  not 
often  three  tbousand  feet  above  them. 
Many  soldiers  were  at  tbe  unfinished 
works  building  and  banking;  several 
were  dousing  in  tbe  pools  and  water- 
falls of  a  torrent  close  by. 

Here  again  tbe  governor  and  bis 
lady  proved  assiduous  and  cordial 
entertainers,  and  I  was  glad  of  rest. 
The  table  was  supplied  by  some  va- 
riety of  meats,  as  well  as  of  fruits  and 
vegetables.  Besides  bousebold  deco- 
rations, I  was  struck  witb  ornamental 
cups,  plates,  and  sticks  carved  from . 
a  red  root,  and  bearing  designs  in 
imbedded  silver  points.  Tbe  long 
day's  journey  bence  was  by  a  toil- 
some route,  and  one  on  wbicb  tra- 
vellers are  occasionally  molested.  I 
was  favoured  witb  tbe  company  of 
a  young  officer,  lieutenant  to  tbe 
governor  of  Botlikb,  tbe  next  lodg- 
ing  place.  He  was  a  Mahometan, 
belonging  to  one  of  tbe  old  terri- 
torial families  of  this  tbe  country 
of  tbe  Avars.  He  bad  been  in  the 
military  academy  at  St.  Petersburg, 
and  bis  intelligence  and  polish,  in 
addition  to  bis  general  appearance, 
gave  one  tbe  impression  of  a  culti- 
vated genial  Qerman.  I  was  again 
and  again  struck  witb  a  superior- 
ity in  the  Tartar  blood  of  Kazan, 
in  tbe  few  old  Tartar  families  of 
Poland,  and  in  tbe  Tartar  and  other 
stocks  in  East  Caucasus,  all  of  them 
retaining  more  or  less  strictly  their 
ancient  fiutb  and  worsbip,  thanks 
to  tbe  restrictive  jealousy  wbicb  tbe 
Russian  State  so  wisely  bears  to- 
wards its  Gburcb. 

We  journeyed  for  some  hours 
on  tbe  elevated  pasture  land,  not 
unfrequently  crossing  rills  and 
streams  wbicb  support  tbe  berbage 
for  numbers  of  sbeep  and  borses. 
Tbe  berdsman,  wbetber  on  foot 
or  on  horseback,  is  a  curious 
object  in  the  Caucasian  landscape ; 
bis  bourka  like  a  conical  roof  ob- 
scuring tbe  man,  or  perhaps  sup- 
porting bis  *  chimney-pot  *  —  the 
massive  upright  cylindrical  bat  of 
sheepskin.     Ibis  bourka  is  bis  one 
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proteciian  against  oold  and  wet ;  ^a 
stiff  round  cloak  mado  of  a  tliick 
eoafc  of  cow's  hair,  felted  on  the 
inner  side.  It  is  made  similarly  to 
.the  woollen  felt  for  tents  (the  kibit- 
kas  of  the  Tartars),  which  is  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  or  more  thick, 
and  almost  impervious  to  heat,  cold, 
or  damp.  The  best  bourkas  are 
made  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
the  price  at  a  fair  is  about  twenty 
shillings.  I  afterwards  noticed 
many  loads  of  them  en  route  for  the 
towns  of  the  steppe. 

Curiosity  led  me  to  enter  a  little 
mill  which  stood  by  the  way. 
It  was  a  mud  box,  perhaps  six 
feet  in  height  and  width,  the 
length  being  rather  greater;  the 
water  entering  on  one  side,  a 
dashing  mill  race  ooming  from  un- 
der it  on  the  other,  and  some  dust 
of  the  trade  marking  the  doorway. 
The  *  honest  miller'  was  represented 
by  two  children — ^they  shovelled 
barley  into  the  hollowed  tree-stem 
from  which  the  stones  were  sup- 
plied; the  meal  descended  into  a 
similar  trough,  out  of  which  the 
£acks  were  filled,  and  then  put 
ready  for  the  ^eurmer's  donkey.  The 
little  mill  stones  were  isipparently 
just  above  the  primitive  turbine  or 
radial  water-wheel,  which  was  un- 
4er  the  floor,  a  single  shaft  sufficing, 
while  the  water,  conducted  down 
a  steep  enclosed  spout,  impelled  the 
spokes  of  the  wheel  by  its  velocity. 

The  day  wore  on  as  we  passed  the 
abrupt  bare  brows  which  overlook 
the  next  large  va^lley.  We  sought 
rest  in  a  village  below;  and  un- 
pinning the  door  of  a  good  cottage, 
we  found  a  tidy,  shady  room.  The 
occunants  were  away;  there  were 
eartnen  bottles  on  the  floor,  and  a 
table»  in  the  drawer  of  which  were 
a  Koran  and  a  Mecca  passport, 
common  signs  of  a  Moslem  home. 
We  started  on  down  steep 
chalky  crags  to  the  bank  of  the 
river — a  k^a  koisu  they  called  it — 
and  a  black  water  it  was,  opaque 
with    the    washings  of  its   upper 


course.  A  grassy  orchard  of  peach, 
apple,  and  vine  was  an  agreeable 
and  refreshing  resting  place  for  the 
delayed  midday  meal.  After  much 
time  was  lost  in  waiting  for  the 
needed  relay  of  horses,  we  followed 
a  good  road  up  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  for  many  miles.  Crowds  of 
natives'  were  passed;  many  were 
returning  from  their  meadows  with 
asses  loaded  with  hay,  the  slight 
burden  being  placed  in  panniers  or 
in  a  capacious  frame  which  bestrode 
the  little  beast  like  a  letter  W. 
The  sun  set  behind  mountains  to 
the  right,  and  thunder  and  light- 
ning threatened  in  front,  deepening* 
the  frowns  of  a  most  wild  and 
precipitous  defile.  The  mountains 
here  are  ve)vj  abrupt,  and  the 
dangerousness  of  the  road,  which 
hardly  finds  its  broken  way,  often 
at  a  height  of  loo  or  200  feet  above 
the  stream,  renders  the  journey 
more  striking. 

Before  reaching  the  village  of 
Tlokh  some  curious  salt  works 
are  passed.  Saline  streams  issue 
from  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
and  are  caught  in  earth  pans  or 
tanks  (for  filtration  and  evapora- 
tion) just  before  entering  the  river. 
They  extend  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
along  the  side  of  the  road.  Wend- 
ing through  the  rugged  little  village 
we  suddenly  mounted  in  single  file 
one  of  ShamyFs  bridges,  a  fragile 
structure  of  fir  trees.  Each  course 
of  logs  jutted  endwise  beyond  the 
preceding  one,  and,  successively 
overhanging  the  abyss  from  either 
side,  slanted  upwards  towards  the 
apex,  where  a  rather  doubtful  bond 
was  maintained  between  the  unwill- 
ing timbers.  Soon  after  this  vfe 
reached  a  place  where  the  road  had 
fallen,  so  had  to  piake  a  round  by  a 
large  village  (Enkhelli)  set  on  a 
rocky  declivity.  The  Avay  through 
the  place  was  under  houses  and 
rock,  for  near  300  yards  of  dark 
passages.  Emerging,  strong  moon> 
light  showed  the  very  broad,  stony 
bed  of  a  torrent  which  was  to  be 
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eresBed.  The  Karasa  waa  last 
(aossed  by  an  English-made  iron 
bridge  near  the  abandoned  fatal 
fever-strioken  fort  of  Preobrajenski. 
Some  of  Shamyl's  vast  monntain 
vaU  is  here  observable.  It  was 
oonstmcted  of  loose  stones  only, 
aad  abont  the  height  of  a  man ; 
its  wandering  conrse  sometimes 
marked  by  a  little  embrasure  or 
mde  battery. 

We  pulled  np  at  the  governor's 
k)Ti8e  at  Botlikh  by  nine  o'clock, 
and  received  a  good  supper  and 
quarters.  It  was  sultry.  I  paced 
the  stone  terrace  of  the  mansion 
&r  some  time  waiting  for  theyakha, 
which  was  belated,  and  watching 
tiie  lightning  playing  over  the 
bare  mountains  in  front.  As  my 
course  was  now  northward  toward 
the  steppe,  and  Tiflis  was  behind  me, 
I  wanted  to  push  on  and  get  over 
Uw  d^toor.  My  kind  conductor  of 
ihe  previous  day  started  us  in  the 
morning  with  two  old  native  militia, 
Jesus  and  Mahomet.  The  latter 
proved  chatty — ^not  that  we  knew 
fioBRian,  but  we  very  often  ex- 
changed looks  and  signs,  and  some- 
times sweetmeats.  It  is  interesting 
to  try  to  convey  feelings,  ideas,  and 
&ct8  without  using  the  tongue,  and 
sorely  in  no  part  of  the  world  is  it  so 
necessary  as  in  this  polyglot  land, 
where  a  native  can  hardly  make  him- 
self understood  when  he  has  crossed 
a  monntain  or  followed  a  stream  for 
twenty  miles. 

Winding  and  climbing  up  for 
some  hoars,  we  left  the  walnut 
trees  and  cornfields  far  below. 
Before  finishing  the  ascent  we 
were  caught  in  a  heavy  rain  doud. 
I  took  refuge  in  a  haycock;  the 
escort  untied  their  bourkas  from 
t&eir  saddles,  and  unfolding  them 
qnietlj  awaited  the  sunshine,  which 
was  flitting  over  the  slopes  before 
ns.  We  had  rich  views  of  valley, 
mountains,  and  clouds.  The  little 
broken  plain  of  Botlikh  is  very 
^ctnresque,  and  I  should  think 
Vwy   £rnitfol.      The    temperature 


was  much  lower  ai  top;  the  bright 
green,  grassy,  rolling  hills,  and  soon 
a  bright  blue  lake — the  first  and 
almost  the  only  one  I  saw  during 
my  whole  tour — were  refreshing  to 
mind  and  body  after  bare  hill-sides 
and  confined  valleys.  My  watch 
has  been  useful  in  lonely  situations 
to  tell  the  time  for  midday  prayers. 
This  day  the  halt  was  with  several 
herdsmen,  who  were  minding  their 
cattle,  sheep,  or  horses.  My  nag 
lost  a  stirrup  in  rolling  on  the  soft 
grass,  and  the  search  for  it  prolonged 
our  delay.  We  again  ascended 
green  slopes,  and  on  a  ridge  perhaps 
more  than  7,000  feet  high  were  for 
some  minutes  in  biting  wind  and 
rain.  Getting  und^  the  clouds 
another  valley  opened  before  us, 
with  fields  of  com,  which  our  horses 
were  eager  to  taste,  and,  beyond,  a 
village  of  the  usual  sort,  with  a 
large  tower  in  the  middle.  The 
latter  is  generally  square  in  this 
country,  and  in  height  from  twenty 
to  fifty  feet.  A  few  more  versts 
and  we  were  glad  to  find  comfort  in 
the  white  tents  of  the  little  camp  set 
just  above  the  second  Forelno  lake. 
The  name  is  from  the  trout  (forel), 
which  is  taken  by  line.  The  captain 
in  charge  was  a  Pole,  and  so  we 
were  heartily  entertained.  Out- 
side, dismal  silent  mists  alternated 
with  driving  rains. 

The  next  day  was  the  last  of 
mountain  and  horseback  in  Dag- 
hestan — no  more  ascending.  The 
kind  Pole  and  his  aide,  a  cap^ 
tain  of  engineers,  accompanied  us 
for  two  or  three  hours  along  the 
irregular  rocky  shore  of  the  lake, 
which  was  perhaps  as  beautiful 
as  it  could  be  without  tree  or 
bush  ;  then  on  the  line  of  a  new 
road  to  Viden,  which  they  were 
constructing.  Natives  were  at 
work  with  the  soldiers,  and  the 
task  was  in  many  parts  laborious 
and  tedious.  We  witnessed  one 
blasting  and  the  echo,  and  were 
afterwards  several  times  unplea- 
santly near  to  the  flying  fragments 
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firom  explosions  ftr  aboTO.  All  the 
processes  and  stages  of  road-making 
(blasting,  digging,  levelling,  and 
metalling)  were  witnessed,  for  all 
the  day's  jonmej  was  along  the 
new  route,  and  often  bad  enough. 
Where  the  work  required  was 
slight  the  way  seemed  finished,  but 
where  the  mountain  side  presented 
a  precipice  there  was  merely  a 
notch,  perhaps  hardly  so  wide  as 
the  horse's  body.  On  the  open 
uplands  people  were  chopping  the 
herbage,  which  here  included  a 
great  variety  of  not  very  escalent 
.growths.  They  were  screaming 
4uid  chanting  as  though  to  the 
eagles,  and  always  ready  to  talk 
with  the  passer-by.  Then  at  last 
came  the  view  of  the  distant  steppe, 
and  in  the  foreground  of  the  grand 
prospect  were  charming  great  green 
j9lopes,  studded  with  bushes  and 
trees.  A  long  steep  descent  among 
mountain  ash,  acacia,  and  sycamore, 
led  to  a  warm  wooded  valley,  which 
traverses  the  great  forest  border  of 
Daghestan,  here  about  twenty-five 
miles  wide.  Four  miles  farther, 
across  meadows,  by  the  side  of  a 
rippling  stream,  lay  Viden.  This 
place  consists  of  a  strong  white 
wall,  enclosing  a  square  of  mud, 
trees,  and  houses — stagnant  ditches 
surround  the  dwellings,  and  after 
what  we  had  heard  of  fever  in  more 
auspicious  places,  I  did  not  much 
relish  a  night  in  what  appeared, 
from  the  recent  rains,  like  an  en- 
closed marsh. 

The  next  day's  journey  of  forty 
miles,  mostly  level,  was  interest- 
ing for  little  save  as  a  contrast 
with  what  we  had  passed  before. 
The  mode  of  travelling  was  by 
veritable  paraclodnaia,  the  rudest 
little  waggon  with  a  bit  of  hay 
for  protection  in  the  jolts.  (The 
vehicle  is  *  telega,*  the  mode  of 
travelling,  or  the  *  turn-out '  itself. 


is  termed  either  'paraclodnaia,'  or 
if,  as  usual,  drawn  by  three  horses, 
'  troika.*)       The    destination    was 
Grosnai,  a  fortified  town  and  Rus- 
sian settlement  on  the  road  between 
the  Caspian  Sea  and  Vladikavkaz. 
The  Viden  valley  is  clothed  throagh- 
out  with  foliage,  and  the  windings 
of  the  route  sometimes  lead  through 
a  sultry  wood,  with  dense  under- 
growth, soon  opening  again  on  a 
prospect  enhanced    by  river    and 
rocks.     Each  verst  is  marked  by  a 
burnt  tree,  and  there  yet  remain 
some  of  the  sentry  stations  perched 
on  a   scaffold   perhaps   ten    yards 
high.     The  forenoon  halt  for  break- 
fast  was  at  the  foot  of  Arsinoe, 
where  the  valley  debouches  on  the 
plain.     Southward  some  mountain 
snows  gleamed  in  the  sun.     Yellow 
hollyhocks  were    splendid    among 
the  brushwood  of  the  open  country. 
There  were  filberts  and  hops,  the 
largest  I  ever  saw,  and  the  wilder- 
ness was  made  up  of  elders  and  a 
spiny  bash  with  large  yellow  berries. 
A   few  miles  before  Grosnai  we 
heard  the  roar  of  water,  and  found 
ourselves  near  an  expanse  of  rocks 
and  stones — the  bed  of  the  Argon — 
an  indefinite  width,  but  doubtless 
often  covered  for  haJf  a  mile.     We 
crossed  with  some  diflBculty  ;  there 
wei*e  three  streams,  the  last  nearly 
a    yard    deep.      In     the    deepest 
part    some    bufialoes,    drawing    a 
heavy  cartload  with  some  people 
a-top,  were  stubbornly  enjoying  the 
water,  as,  indeed,  they  are  apt  to 
under    such    circumstances.       We 
crossed  the  river  Sunsha  by  a  large 
bridge,    and    after    a    long    drive 
through  the  ragged-looking  town, 
found  some  very  fair  quarters  in  an 
inn  kept  by  a  tfew.     He  was  atten- 
tive, and  appeared  more  to  advan- 
tage on  a  week  day  than  on  Sab- 
bath,* which  was  the  morrow,  and 
which  he  observed  by  an  extra  ex- 


'  Curious  that  Roffsia  ifi  the  only  Christian  Gouiitry  where  the  Jew  finds  his  desigrnation 
of  the  seventh  day  current.  The  first  day  is  '  Itesurrection/  the  seventh  *  Sabbath/ 
the  rest  of  the  week  numbered. 
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hOaratkm  of  wodkj.  We  also  lefl 
on  that  da  J,  and  perhaps  ho  was 
the  less  agreeable  from  objecting 
on  principle  to  parting  with  cus- 
tomers on  the  day  of  rest. 

Here  we  really  did  encoanter  the 
stir  caused  by  the  imperial  progress, 
the  Grand  Duke  Michael,  Viceroy 
of  Caneasia,  being  expected  at 
Grosnai  next  morning.  The  first 
thing  in  preparing  for  a  jonmey  by 
the  Bossian  post  is  the  'padarojnia,' 
or  order  for  horses,  for  there  is 
trouble  and  delay  in  getting  it, 
excepting  in  small  places.  My  ser- 
vant was  occupied  for  hours  in 
Tainly  seeking  the  needed  authori- 
ties; they  were  away,  or  inacces- 
sible. The  chief  of  the  governor's 
staff,  a  mighty  German,  was  kind, 
hnt  hopeless  of  our  getting  on  even 
if  we  found  horses  for  the  first 
stage.  He  promptly  and  precisely 
gave  us  the  news  of  Sedan,  which 
(my  courier  being  a  German)  made 
ns  both  for  the  time  almost  in- 
different to  our  difficulties.  I  re- 
peatedly found  the  best  news  of  the 
war  hoja  the  German  officers  in 
the  Eossian  service,  who  had  direct 
telegrams  frequently. 

The  next  morning  lx)8e  clear  and 
hot.  All — ^natives  and  Russians — 
were  agog,  and  absorbed  with  the 
imminentadvent  of  their  ruler.  I  had 
walked  through  part  of  the  dreary 
town— dreary  because,  Russian- like, 
it  seemed  spread  over  the  greatest 
possible  space — and  having  passed 
the  northern  gate  and  its  draw- 
bridge, was  strolling  among  the 
waiting  groups  and  the  soldiers, 
and  the  forty  or  fifty  horses  which 
were  brought  in  readiness  to  gallop 
off  with  the  cortege.  Sundry  ranks 
of  Cossack  cavalry  were  there  to 
give  effect  to  the  reception,  arrayed 
in  their  full  uniform,  the  long  black 
coats  trimmed  with  red,  blue,  or 
white.  Soon  after  the  expected 
time  six  carriages,  each  drawn  by 
five  or  six  horses,  tore  through  the 
town,  and  pulled  up  abruptly,  fol- 
lowed by  the  Grosnai  staff.    The 


Grand  Duke  alighted,  and  received 
several  papers.  Romanov-like,  he 
is  large,  dignified,  and  pleasing. 
He  wore  then  the  plain,  white  linen 
coat  and  fiat  cap  of  the  '  service.' 
Many  were  the  salutations,  while 
music  added  to  the  rather  singular 
effect  of  the  scene.  Horses  were 
soon  changed,  and  all  dashed  off 
into  the  plain.  Through  the  cour- 
teous attention  of  the  German  offi- 
cer, padarojnia  and  horses  too 
were  soon  at  the  inn,  and  early 
in  the  afternoon  we  had  succeed- 
ed in  making  two  stages  towards 
Vladikavkaz.  Thenwewerecaught, 
two  other  parties  being  already  in 
the  same  fix ;  and  from  the  clear- 
ance of  post  and  other  horses  which 
were  used  or  retained  along  tho 
imperial  route  for  draught  and  dis- 
play, it  was  absurd  for  travellers 
to  be  even  impatient. 

The  village  was,  like  most  others 
on  the  route,  well  planted,  mostly 
with  poplar  and  acacia,  and  «  sur- 
rounded by  a  quadrangle  of  mud  wall, 
capped  with  the  common  cheraux  de 
fnse  of  thorn  bushes  pegged  down  on 
the  inside.  I  amused  myself  for 
the  first  time  with  spelling  out  the 
entries  in  the  postmaster's  journal, 
which  is  attached  by  string  and  seal 
to  its  desk.  After  a  wait  which 
seemed  less  weary  to  the  Russians 
than  to  the  Englishman,  a  '  fare ' 
arrived  from  the  westward ;  and 
we  succeeded  by  a  little  money  and 
a  little  self-assertiveness  in  getting 
the  starost,  or  master  of  the  station, 
to  give  us  at  once  the  returning 
vehicle.  The  post  rules  do  not 
allow  travellers  to  uf«  a  team,  ex- 
cept after  it  has  been  a  certain  time 
in  the  stable.  As  several  stages 
forward  were  farmed  by  the  same 
man,  we  paid  in  advance,  taking 
a  receipt,  which  amounted  to  a 
*  through  ticket.'  Not  the  least  ad- 
vantage of  this  was  the  avoidance 
of  the  need  of  carrying  change. 
The  currency  required  in  poet  jour- 
neys in  the  Russian  dominions  being 
one-rouble  notes  and  copper  (even 
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ihe  recent  debased  small  silver 
baiBg  scarce  in  some  districts), 
the  quantity  used  of  the  latter  is 
great;  indeed,  I  have  repeatedly 
started  in  the  morning  with  as 
much  as  a  pound's  worth  of  five- 
kopeck  pieces,  and  before  paying 
the  last  stage  of  a  long  day's  travel 
feared  lest  I  might  have  to  part 
vdih  a  rouble  (2$,  6d.)  to  cover  a 
few  odd  kopecks  in  the  charge. 
With  three  white  horses  we  careered 
over  the  dry  light  soil  and  the  dust- 
covered  weeds.  The  country  was 
uninteresting,  meagrely  cultivated, 
though  a  stanitza  or  village  of  a 
thousand  or  two  people  occurred 
every  four  or  six  miles. 

The  Sunsha  was  in  the  plain  to 
the  left,  and  to  the  right  a  low  range 
of  hills  formed  the  horizon.  The 
golden  'hunter's'  moon  rose  ex- 
actly behind  us  ere  the  long  stage 
was  ended,  and  when  the  journey 
was  resumed  its  disk,  then  silvery, 
was  just  in  our  faces.  The  post- 
master was  in  that  objective  mood 
to  which  enforced  laziness  and  other 
ungenial  circumstances  frequently 
reduce  his  illiterate  class.  The  ten- 
dering influence  of  a  quarter  rouble 
in  acknowledgment  for  the  can- 
dle and  hot  water  for  tea  soon 
bronght  him  to,  and  also  insured 
horses  before  dawn.  The  Russian 
post-house  affords  rooms  with 
wooden  benches  or  couches.  All 
provisions  are  carried,  but  fire  and 
water  can  generally  be  had  for  a 
gratuity.  For  the  last  stage  or  two 
the  mountains  were  in  full  view, 
many  bold  peaks  clothed  in  snow. 
Afterwards  the  significant  Russian 
churches  rose  in  the  foreground. 
Vladikavkaz  seemed  interminable, 
but  passing  one  rambling  street 
after  another,  we  reached  *  Gk)stin- 
nitza  Noitaki ' — an  hotel  well  kept 
by  a  Greek  named  Noitaki.  After 
being  really  blackened  by  the  prairie 
dust  a  wash  was  not  a  short  busi- 
jiess,  and  it  behoved  a  stranger  to 
turn  out  in  his  *  best,'  considering 
the  bevies  of  smart  people  who  were 


doing  honour  to  a  high  day.  There 
was  a  muster  of  troops  and  much 
music. 

This  town— the  *Key  of  the 
Caucasus ' — occupies  both  banks  of 
the  Terek,  where  it  issues  from  the 
Dariel  pass  into  the  open  country. 
It  is  at  equal  distances  from  the  two 
seas,  and  has  a  large  share  of  the 
traffic  passing  from  one  to  the  other, 
as  well  as  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween Russia  proper  and  Transcau- 
casia, the  Dariel  being  in  point  of 
fact  almost  the  only  road  between 
Europe  and  Asia.  Vladikavkaz  is 
obviously  important  as  a  military 
position,  and  is  the  head-quarters 
of  a  large  force,  which,  with  its  offi- 
cers and  other Gt)vemment  attaches, 
imparts  some  gaiety  and  bustle  to 
the  place.  Pamllel  with  the  river  is  a 
boulevard  a  mile  long ;  the  Grovem- 
ment  buildings  in  it  are  handsome, 
and  many  other  structures  of  brick 
are  rising,  including  a  theatre. 
The  Terek  is  often  a  dangerous 
neighbour,  although  its  sides  are 
rocky;  it  has  destroyed  several 
biidgas,  and  is  spanned  now  by  a 
good  iron  one,  and  by  another,  a 
mile  lower,  of  wood.  When  not  in 
clouds  the  mountains  yield  an  im- 
posing view  from  hence,  and  the 
river  rattling  over  its  stony  bed 
brings  a  cooler  air  towards  the 
plains. 

I  was  so  lucky  as  to  find  a 
Northamptonshire  gentleman  and 
his  family,  from  whom  I  learnt 
much,  chatting  in  English  too  as  I 
did  not  again  for  many  weeks.  He 
is  a  Government  architect,  and 
showed  me  ])hotographs  of  baths 
and  other  buildings  he  had  erected, 
both  at  Piatigorsk  and  Vladikav- 
kaz. Among  the  callers  at  his  house 
I  was  struck  with  the  juxtaposition 
of  a  true  Georgian  beauty  and  a 
young  Polish  Mussulman — the  very 
finest  eyebrows,  nose,  and  com- 
plexion, facing  the  plain,  intelligent 
visage,  and  small  dark  features  of 
the  Tartar  pedigree. 

For  company  and  economy  my 
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ooorier  sought  some  one  witli 
whom  I  conld  agree  to  share  a 
good  tarantas.  for  the  hundred 
and  thirty  nules  hence  to  Tiflis. 
An  old  colonel  was  found  lodg- 
ing on  the  side  of  the  boulevard 
opposite  to  Noitaki's  who  was 
waiting  for  some  one  to  join  him. 
He  had  a  carriage,  and  its  wheels 
were  being  re-tyred,  for  they  had 
come  direct  from  Vologda^  and 
previously  from  Archangel!  His 
&mily  were  at  the  Caucasian  capi- 
tal, and  he  was  naturally  anxious  to 
finish  his  ride.  I  was  ready  to  ap- 
preciate the  roomy,  easy  accommo- 
dation of  the  tarantas,  after  rough- 
ing it  in  the  telega  of  the  ordinary 
traveDer.  The  former  is  a  capacious 
and  hooded  body,  with  room  to  lie 
down  in,  and  placed  on  two  long 
bearers,  which  are  not  too  thick  to 
allow  of  some  spring.  The  ends  of 
these  rest  on  the  axles.  Such  is  the 
vehicle  of  those  who  travel  far,  and 
who  can  afford  to  lay  out  from  30Z. 
to  6o2.  at  the  commencement  of  the 
journey.  By  that  arrangement  bag- 
gage has  not  to  be  changed  at  the 
post  stations,  the  small  charge  at 
eveij  stage  for  the  use  of  the  tele- 
ga is  avoided,  and  a  private  bed  is 
secnred  for  that  rest  which,  whether 
travelling  by  night  or  not,  to  all  but 
the  toughest  is  needful  in  a  week's 
journey,  and  indispensable  in  a  Sibe- 
rian eontinaons  post  journey  of  thir- 
ty days  and  nignts.  The  charge  for 
horses  is  the  same  whether  supplied 
to  the  private  tarantas  or  the  telega 
of  the  post  service,  unless,  indeed, 
the  stage  be  hard  or  hilly,  wh&a  the 
postmaster  adds  to  the  team,  and 
the  owner  of  a  big  carriage  has 
to  pay  extra  though  the  pace,  per- 
haps, be  a  walking  one,  and  he 
himself  walk  too.  The  private 
carnage,  as  in  other  European 
countries,  beaj^  a  charge  at  the 
toll-bars,  which  occur  on  the 
.better  roads. 

We  trotted  out  of  Vladikavkaz 
by  a  good  chauss^,  which,  with 
the    grand     station-houses,     was 


chiefly  the  work  of  the  late  Prinoe 
Voronzov.  The  shadows  were 
lengthening  and  gloom  slowly  en- 
wrapped the  massive  heights  as 
we  drew  near  them.  The  Terek 
was  on  the  left,  and  before  reach- 
ing the  first  station  we  found 
the  road  washed  away  by  it,  so  the 
horses  had  to  make  their  way  for  some 
distance  over  the  wide  waste  of  stones 
which  the  torrent  often  suddenly 
includes  in  its  dreary  domain.  Lars, 
the  second  station,  is  closely  sur- 
rounded by  the  mountains.  We 
stayed  the  night  there;  the  house 
and  the  stables  were  handsome, 
well  built  of  hewn  stone,  and  spa- 
cious. Besides  the  reasonable  fit- 
tings to  a  room  of  sound  windows 
and  floor,  we  found  chairs  and 
tables  and  good  wooden  coijiches,  on 
which  one's  rugs  and  pillows  may 
be  appreciated  even  better  than  in 
a  tarantas.  The  style  of  the  route 
seemed  to  indicate  an  approach  to 
the  capital  (different^  indeed,  I  after- 
wards found  were  the  three  other 
routes  from  east,  south,  and  west, 
to  Tiflis).  The  horses,  however, 
we  understood,  have  been  a  con- 
stant exception;  overworked  and 
underfed,  they  were  a  disgrace  to 
the  post.  Five  were  attached  to 
the  carriage  next  morning;  on 
whipping  them  up  at  starting  they 
fell  at  once  in  a  heap,  and  eventu- 
ally seemed  but  able  to  draw  the 
vehicle  without  us. 

The  scene  grew  more  grand  where 
the  road  crosses  to  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  and  rises  for  once  to-  some 
height  above  it.  Putting  aside  the 
extravagant  language  of  Ker  Por- 
ter, and  also  of  more  recent  travel- 
lers, these  renowned  'Caucasian 
gates '  reminded  me  of  the  Finster- 
muntz.  Here  was  the  Dariel  defile, 
and  the  Russian  fortress  appeared 
crouching  among  the  mighty  piles 
of  mountain,  which  seemed  to  close 
the  way  both  behind  and  before. 
The  tumbling  of  the  Terek,  fresh 
from  glaciers  and  snows,  was  the 
only  sound.     We  were  nearly  five 
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thousand  teet  above  tbe  sea,  and 
tlie  nearer  heights  seemed  at  a 
similar  distance  from  us.  Before 
Kasbek  station  was  in  sight,  a  bril- 
liant snow-top  suddenly  caught  the 
eye  through  a  cleft  on  the  right, 
the  veritable  summit  which  English- 
men had  been  the  first  to  reach,  and 
it  was  from  that  station  that  Mr. 
Freshfield's  party  had  started  for 
their  celebrated  ascent  of  the  moun- 
tain two  years  before. 

The  better  view  fix)m  the  station 
itself  was  clouded,  and  the  weather 
became  dull  as  we  passed  the  Kres- 
tovya  Gk)ra  (Cross  Mountain),  the 
received  boundary  between  Europe 
and  Asia,  and  the  watershed  between 
the  Terek  and  the  Aragva.  Trot- 
ting down  a  long  series  of  zigzags, 
we  made  a  sort  of  Spliigen  descent 
to  the  Georgian  valley.  The  old 
local  namesy  full  of  consonants, 
were  samples  of  the  hard- to-be-pro- 
nounced language  of  the  country, 
and  culminated  in  the  perhaps  un- 
surpassed monosyllable  Mtskhet,  the 
last  station  before  Tiflis. 

More  population,  mown  grass 
fields,  and  a  large  breadth  of  tillage, 
were  a  contrast  to  rough  uplands  and 
their  wild  people,  to  half-cultivated 
«teppe  with  untidy  natives  or  Kozak 
'Colonists.  The  afternoon's  ride  was 
picturesque ;  basalt  cliffs  rose  from 
the  river,  and  there  were  neat  ddls 
overhung  with  trees  and  surrounded 
with  litwe  fresh  corn-stacks.  The 
evening  shed  a  golden  and  then  a 
Tosy  glow  on  the  wooded  slopes 
which  farther  on  encircled  Pasanur. 
behind  our  quarters,  there  was  a 
specimen  of  the  ancient  Georgian  for- 
tress church,  with  the  short  conical 
Toof  of  masonry.  In  another  direction 
stood  a  bran  new  wooden  Russian 
<;hurch,  its  bright  colours  staring  at 
every  comer.  A  rugged  street  was 
linea  with  cabarets  and  shanties. 

The  sceneiT  of  the  next  day  was 
less  interestmg,  the  hills  lower, 
'and  the  country  generally  brushy. 


The  ride  was  stopped  at  Mtskhet 
with  the  news  that  nineteen  post- 
horse  orders  (padarojnias)  were 
waiting  already;  so,  instead  of 
reaching  Tiflis  soon  after  noon,  we 
dawdled  nine  hours  at  the  post- 
house  and  finished  the  journey  in 
pitch  dark,  entering  the  city  at 
midnight. 

'  At  Mtskhet  it  rained  so  as  to 
prevent  my  seeing  anything  of 
the  curious  village  (quondam  capi- 
tal of  Georgian  princes)  or  of 
the  rather  inviting  ruins  of  an 
ancient  castle  on  the  hill  which 
rose  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
Kur.  This  stream,  descending 
from  the  west,  passes  close  by  the 
post-house,  near  to  which  it  joins 
the  Aragva,  then  proceeds  to  Tiflis, 
and  eventually  reaches  the  Caspian. 
I  killed  time  in  watching  the  travel- 
lers, their  baggage  and  equipages, 
and  sometimes  succeeded  in  passing 
a  few  remarks,  many  being  educated 
men,  officers  of  a  regiment  then 
en  route  from  a  camp  in  the  south- 
east to  Vladikavkaz.  The  drain  on 
the  stables  of  the  post  was  great, 
and  the  trains  of  impedimenta 
which  we  had  met  belonging  to' this 
force  had  almost  blocked  the  road, 
especially  when  a  wheel  was  off*, 
that  common  occurrence  in  Russia. 
Later  in  the  evening  came  the 
process  of  shifting  the  mails  from 
one  waggon  to  another.  Well, 
our  turn  came  at  last,  sure  enough, 
five  horses  at  a  good  trot.  We 
could  see  nothing  except  that  there 
was  nothing  particular  to  be  seen. 
At  the  end  of  a  long  stage  we  gra- 
dually found  ourselves  in  a  wide 
Russian  street,  with  petroleum 
lamps  glimmering  across  it;  very 
long  it  was,  but  a  short  turn  at  the 
end  of  it  brought  us  to  the  *  Hotel 
Europe.'  There  was  the  very  best 
of  quarters,  bed  and  board.  Host 
and  hostess  Barberon  made  every- 
thing satisfactory,  though  it  was 
after  midnight. 
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'ARKTTAM. — I  was  struck  by  a 
remark  of  yours  the  other  d^y, 

»  Benison^  as  to  the  irreconcilably 
yarioTis  opinions  held  on  certain 
points  by  men  of  superior  intelli- 
gence ;  and  set  about  in  my  mind 
to  recollect  examples,  especially  in 
the   department  of  literary  judg- 

^  ments,  and  I  have  lately  spent  two 

I  wet  mornings  in  the  library  hunt- 

ing up  some  estimates  of  famous 
men  and  famous  works,  the  estima- 
tors being  also  of  note.  Most  of 
tbeae  are  from  diaries,  letters,  or 
conversations,  and  doubtless  ex- 
press real  convictions. 

Benison.  Will  you  give  us  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  the  result  of 
your  researches?  It  is  a  rather 
interesting  snbject. 

Markham.  I  have  only  taken  sucli 
examples  as  lay  ready  to  hand.  If 
you  and  Frank  are  willing  to  listen, 
I  will  read  you  some  of  my  notes ; 
taid  you  must  stop  me  when  you 

^  have  had  enough.     First  I  opened 

our  old  friend  Pepys.  Since  his 
Diary  was  decyphered  from  its 
shorthand  and  published  (as  he 
never  dreamed  it  would  be)  we 
think  of  Samuel  as  a  droll  gossippy 
creatore,  but  he  bore  a  very  different 
aspect  in  the  eyes  of  his  daily 
associates.      Evelyn  describes  him 

^  as   *a  philosopher  of  the  severest 

morality.'  He  was  in  the  best 
company  of  his  time,  loved  music 
and  books,  and  collected  a  fine 
library.  He  was  a  great  frequenter 
of  the  theatres  and  a  critical  ob- 
server of  dramatic  and  histrionic 
art.  Well,  on  the  i  st  of  March,  1 66 1 , 
Mr.  Pepys  sawRomeo  and  Juliet  * '  the 
first  time  it  was  ever  acted ' — ^in  his 
time,  I  suppose—'  but  it  is  a  play  of 
itself  the  worst  that  ever  I  heard, 
and  the  worst  acted  that  ever  I  saw 
these  people-  do.'  '  September  29, 
1 552 — To  the  "King's  Theatre,  where 


we  saw  Midsummer  NigMs  jDream^ 
which  I  had  never  seen  before,  nor 
shall  ever  again,  for  it  is  the  most 
insipid,  ridiculous  play  that  ever 
I  saw  in  my  life.'  '  January  6, 
1662-3 — To  the  Duke's  House,  and 
there  saw  Twelfth  Night  acted  well, 
though  it  be  but  a  silly  play,  and 
not  relating  at  all  to  the  name  or 
day.' 

Benison,  Pepys  was  certainly 
sensitive  to  visible  beauty,  and  also 
to  music ;  to  poetry  not  at  all. 
Shakespeare's  fame  seems  to  have 
made  no  sort  of  impression  on  him* 

Frank.  We  must  remember,  how- 
ever, that  most  if  not  all  of  these 
that  Samuel  saw  were  adaptations, 
not  correct  versions. 

Markham,  He  had  a  somewhat 
better  opinion  oi Macbeth.  *  Novem- 
ber 5,  1664 — To  the  Duke's  House 
to  see  Macbeth,  a  pretty  good  play, 
but  admirably  acted.'  *  August  20^ 
1666 — To  Deptford  by  water, 
reading  Othello,  Moor  of  V&tiice 
[this,  doubtless,  was  the  original], 
which  I  ever  heretofore  esteemed  a 
mighty  good  play ;  but  having  so 
lately  read  The  Adventures  of  Five 
ILoures,  it  seems  a  mean  thing.*" 
The  bustling  play  which  Pepys  so 
much  admired  was  translated  or 
imitated  from  Calderon,  by  one  Sir 
George  Tuke,  and  is  in  the  twelfth 
volume  of  Dodley's  Old  Plays^ 
April  15,  1667,  he  saw  at  the 
King's  House  *  The  Change  of 
Crotu^nes,  a  play  of  Ned  Howard's^ 
the  best  that  ever  I  saw  at  that 
house,  being,  a  great  play  and 
serious.'  August  15,  he  was  at  the 
same  theatre,  and  saw  The  Merry 
Wives  of  Windsor,  '  which  did  not 
please  me  at  all,  in  no  part  of  it.'' 
'  TIte  Tamii/ng  of  a  Shrew  hath  some 
very  good  pieces  in  it,  but  is 
generally  a  mean  play.'  (April  8» 
1667.)     Later  (November   i)   ha 
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calls  it  *  a  silly  play.*  The  Tempest 
he  finds  (November  6,  1667)  *the 
most  innocent  play  that  ever  I  saw ; ' 
and  adds,  *  The  play  has  no  great 
wit,  but  yet  good,  above  ordinary 
plays.'  To  do  Samuel  justice,  he 
was  *  mightily  pleased*  with  Hamlet 
(August  31,  1668);  *but,  above 
all,  with  Betterton,  the  best  part,  I 
believe,  that  ever  man  acted.' 

Franh,  It  is  pleasant  to  part 
with  our  friendly  Diarist  on  good 
terms.  How  persistently,  by  the 
way,  Shakespeare  held  and  continues 
to  hold  his  place  on  the  boards 
amid  all  vicissitudes,  literary  and 
social.  This  very  year,  in  rivalry 
with  burlesque,  realistic  comedy, 
and  opera  houffe,  he  has  drawn 
large  audiences  in  London. 

Markham.  Whenever  an  actor 
appears  who  is  ambitious  of  the 
highest  things  in  his  art,  he  must 
necessarily  turn  to  Shakespeare. 

Benison.  That  double  star,  called 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  has  long 
ago  set  firom  the  stage.  It  is  curi- 
ouB  to  remember  that  there  were 
hundreds  of  dramas  produced  in 
the  age  of  Elizabeth  and  James, 
no  few  of  them  equally,  or  almost 
equally,  successfal  with  Shake- 
speare's ;  many  written  by  men  of 
really  remarkable  powers ;  and  that 
not  a  single  one  of  all  these  plays 
has  survived  in  the  modem  theatre. 

Frank.  Might  not  one  except 
A  N&w  Wanj  to  Fay  Old  Debts  of 
Massinger  ? 

Benison.  That  is  revived,  rarely 
and  with  long  intervals,  to  give  some 
vehement  actor  a  chance  of  playing 
Sir  Giles  Overreach.  The  Diichess 
of  Malfy  and  perhaps  one  or  two 
*  other  old  plays  have  been  mounted 
in  our  time  for  a  few  nights,  but 
excited  no  interest  save  as  curio- 
sities. 

Markham.  But  there  have  been 
flactuations  in  taste;  in  Pepys's 
time,  and  not  in  Pepys's  opinion 
merely,  the  star  of  Shakespeare 
was  by  no  means  counted  the 
brightest  of   the  dramatic  firma- 


ment. I  have  a  note  here  from 
Dryden,  which  comes  in  pat.  In 
his  Essay  on  Dramatic  Poetry^  ho 
says  that  Beaumont  and  Fletcher 
'  had,  with  the  advantage  of  Shake- 
speare's wit,  which  was  their  pre- 
cedent, great  natural  gifts,  improved 
by  study;  Beaumont,  especially, 
being  so  accurate  a  judge  of  plays 
that  Ben  Jonson,  while  he  lived, 
submitted  all  his  writings  to  his 
censure.'  *I  am  apt  to  believe  the 
English  language  in  them  arrived 
to  its  highest  perfection.'  '  Their 
plots  were  generally  more  regular 
than  Shakespeare's,  especially  those 
that  were  made  before  Beaumont's 
death ;  and  they  understood  and  imi- 
tated the  conversation  of  gentlemen 
much  better.'  .  .  .  Their  plays  are 
now  the  most  pleasant  and  frequent 
entertainments  of  the  stage ;  two  of 
theirs  being  acted  through  the  year 
for  one  of  Shakespeare's  or  Jon- 
son's  ;  the  reason  is,  because  there 
is  a  certain  gaiety  in  their  comedies, 
and  pathos  in  their  more  serioas 
plays,  which  suits  generally  with 
all  men's  humours.  Shakespeare's 
language  is  likewise  a  little  obso- 
lete, and  Ben  Jonson's  wit  comes 
short  of  theirs.' 

Frank.  It  is  very  comforting,  sir, 
to  find  the  best  holding  up  its  head, 
like  an  island  mountain  amid  the 
deluge  of  nonsense  and  stupidity, 
which  seems  to  form  public  opinion. 

Benison.  The  nonsense  and  stu- 
pidity are  only  the  scum  on  the 
top.  It  is  plain  that  public  opinion , 
or  rather  say  the  general  soul  of 
mankind,  has,  in  the  long  run, 
proved  to  be  a  better  judge  of  the 
comparative  merits  of  plays  than 
Dryden  or  Beaumont. 

Markham.  I  have  sometimes 
thought  that  old  Ben's  Silent 
Womxin  would  still  please  if  well 
managed,  and  The  Fox,  too,  perhaps. 
They  have  more  backbone  in  them 
{pace  our  great  critic)  than  any- 
thing of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's. 
But  now,  with  your  leave,  Fll  go 
on  a  century,  and  pass  from  Pepys 
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to  Doctor    Johnson    and   Horace 
Walpole. 

Frajik.  Who  by  no  means  formed 
a  pair. 

Marhham,  Very  far  from  it. 
Bothy  however,  are  notables  in 
literary  history,  and  men  of  un- 
donbted  acnteness.  The  Doctor's 
opinion  of  Milton's  sonnets  is  pretty 
well  known — ^those  *  soal-animat- 
ing  strains,  alas  !  too  few,'  as 
Wordsworth  estimated  them.  Miss 
Hannah  More  wondered  that  Milton 
conld  write  'such  poor  sonnets.' 
Johnson  said,  '  Milton,  madam,  was 
a  genius  that  conld  cnt  a  colossns 
from  a  rock,  but  could  not  carve 
heads  upon  cherry-stones.'  * 

Take  another  British  classic. 
*  Swift  having  been  mentioned, 
Johnson,  as  usual,  treated  him  with 
Httlo  respect  as  an  author.'*  *  He 
attacked  Swift,  as  he  used  to  do 
upon  all  occasions.  .  .  .  I  wondered 
to  hear  him  say  of  QvlU'oers  Travels^ 
"When  once  you  have  thought  of 
big  men  smd  little  men,  it  is  very 
easy  to  do  all  the  rest "  '* 

Gray  was  also  one  of  the  great 
Doctor's  antipathies.  '  He  attacked 
Gray,  calling  him  **  a  dull  fellow." 
BoswELL:  "I  understand  he  was 
reserved  and  might  appear  dull  in 
company,  but  surely  he  was  not 
dull  in  poetry  ?  "  Johnson  :  "  Sir, 
he  was  dull  in  company,  dull  in  his 
doeet,  dull  everywhere.  He  was 
dull  in  a  new  way,  and  that  made 
many  people  call  him  great. " '  ^ 

Nor  did  Sterne  fare  much  better. 
*It  having  been  observed  that 
tiiere  was  Httle  hospitality  in  Lon- 
don— Johnson  :  **  Nay,  sir,  any  man 
who  has  a  name,  or  who  has  the 
power  of  pleasing,  will  be  very  gene- 
rally invited  in  London.  The  man 
Sterne,  I  am  told,  has  had  engage- 
ments for  three  months."  Gold- 
smith: "And  a  very  dull  fellow." 
J0HH8ON:  *♦  Why,no,  sir  "  ' «  [1773]. 
'Nothing  odd  will  last  long.  Tristram 


Shandy  did  not  last.'  ^  *  She  (Miss 
Monckton)  insisted  that  some  of 
Sterne's  writings  were  verypathetic. 
Johnson  bluntly  denied  it.  "  I  am 
sure,"  said  she,  "  they  have  affected 
me."  "Why,"  said  Johnson,  smil- 
ing, and  rolling  himself  about, "  that 
is,  dearest,  because  you  are  a 
dunce." ' » 

His  opinion  of  the  Old  Ballads, 
in  which  Bishop  Percy  threw  open 
a  new  region  of  English  poetry, 
was  abundantly  contemptuous. 

Benison,  It  must  be  owned  there 
were  a  good  many  blunders  to  be 
scored  against  old  Samuel — a  pro- 
fessed critic,  too,  who  might  have 
been  expected  to  hold  an  evener 
balance.  Speaking  of  Johnson  and 
poetry,  I  never  can  hold  the  Doctor 
excused  for  the  collection  usually 
entitled  Johnson's  Poets, 

Frank.  He  did  not  select  the 
authors. 

Benison,  No,  but  he  allowed  his 
name  to  be  attached  to  the  work, 
and  there  it  remains,  giving  as 
much  authorisation  as  it  can  to  a 
set  of  volumes  including  much  that 
is  paltry  and  worthless,  and  much 
that  is  foul.  It  was  one  of  the  books 
that  I  ferretted  out  as  a  boy  from 
my  father's  shelves;  and  many  of 
the  included  *  poets'  would  cer- 
tainly never  have  found  their  way 
thither  but  for  the  Doctor's  imjpri- 
matur. 

Markham.  He  says  himself,  in  a 
memorandum  referring  to  the  Lives, 
*  Written,  I  hope,  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  tend  to  the  promotion  of 
piety.'S 

Benison,  I  remember  he  pooh- 
pooh' d  objections  made  to  some  of 
Prior's  poems;  but  Prior  at  least 
was  clever.  On  the  whole,  he 
evidently  allowed  the  booksellers 
to  take  their  own  way  in  the  selec- 
tion of  *  Poets,'  and  did  not  hold 
himself  responsible  for  the  work  as 
a  whole — ^bufc  responsible  he  was. 


I 
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Markham.  In  a  measure,  cer- 
tainly. 

Frank,  The  work  as  a  collection 
is  obsolete,  is  it  not  ? 

Benison.  I  believe  so,  and  many 
of  the  individual  writers  would  now 
be  utterly  and  justly  forgotten  but 
for  Johnson's  Lives,  But  you  have 
some  more  extracts  for  us. 

Markham.  Yes.  The  opinions  of 
Horace  Walpole,  an  acute  man  and 
fond  of  books,  of  his  predeccbsors 
and  contemporaries  are  often  curious 
enough.  Every  one  of  the  writers 
whom  we  are  accustomed  to  recog- 
nise as  the  xmquestionable  stars  of 
that  time  he  held  in  more  or  less 
contempt.  And  remember  that 
Horace  collected,  selected,  and  most 
carefully  revised  and  touched  up 
that  famous  series  of  Letters  of  his. 
There  is  nothing  hasty  or  uncon- 
sidered. *  What  play '  (he  writes  to 
Lady  Ossory,March27,  i773),*makes 
you  laugh  very  much,  and  yet  is  a  very 
wretched  comedy?  Dr.  Goldsmith's 
81ie  Stoops  to  Conquer.  Stoops  indeed ! 
So  she  does,  that  is,  the  Muse.  She 
is  draggled  up  to  the  knees,  and  has 
trudged,  I  believe,  from  South wark 
Fair.  The  whole  view  of  the  piece 
is  low  humour,  and  no  humour  is 
in  it.  All  the  merit  is  in  the  situa- 
tions, which  are  comic.  The  hero- 
ine has  no  more  modesty  than  Lady 
Bridget,  and  the  author's  wit  is  as 
much  manque  as  the  lady's;  but 
some  of  the  characters  are  well 
acted,  and  Woodward  speaks  a 
poor  prologue,  written  by  Garrick, 
admirably.'  *®  Of  the  same  comedy 
he  writes  to  Mr.  Mason  : — *  It  is 
the  lowest  of  all  forces.  .  .  . 
But  what  disgusts  me  most  is,  that, 
though  the  characters  are  very  low, 
and  aim  at  low  humour,  not  one  of 
them  says  a  sentence  that  is  na- 
tural, or  marks  any  character  at 
all.'  ^*  He  thus  notices  the  author's 
death: — *Dr.  Goldsmith  is  dead. 
.    .    .    The  poor  soul    had    some- 


times parts,  though  never  common 
sense.'  ** 

Dr.  Johnson's  name  always  put 
Walpole  into  a  bad  humour.  ^  Let 
Dr.  Johnson  please  this  age  with 
the  fustian  of  his  stylo  and  the 
meanness  of  his  spirit;  both  are 
good  and  great  enough  for  the 
taste  and  practice  predominant.'  i' 
'  Leave  the  Johnsons  and  Macpher- 
sons  to  worry  one  another  for  the 
diversion  of  a  rabble  that  desires 
and  deserves  no  better  sport.*** 
*I  have  not  Dr.  Johnson's  Lives. 
I  made  a  conscience  of  not  buying 
them.  .  .  .  criticisms  I  despise.'*^ 
*The  tasteless  pedant  ...  Dr. 
Johnson  has  indubitably  neither 
taste  nor  ear,  criterion  of  judgment, 
but  his  old  women's  prejudices; 
where  they  are  wanting  he  has  no 
rule  at  all.'  '^  *  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
has  lent  me  Dr.  Johnson's  Life  of 
Tope,  ...  It  is  a  most  trumpery 
performance,  and  stuffed  with  all 
his  crabbed  phrases  and  vulgarisms, 
and  much  trash  as  anecdotes.  .  .  . 
Was  poor  good  sense  ever  bo  un- 
mercifully overlaid  by  a  babbling 
old  woman  ?  How  was  it  possible 
to  marshal  words  so  ridiculously? 
He  seems  to  have  read  the  ancients 
with  no  view  but  of  pilfering 
polysyllables,  utterly  insensible  to 
the  graces  of  their  simplicity,  and 
these  are  called  standards  of  bio- 
graphy ! '  *7  • .  .  .  Yet  he  [Johnson] 
has  other  motives  than  lucre :  pre- 
judice, and  bigotry,  and  pride,  and 
presumption,  and  arrogance,  and 
pedantry,  are  the  hags  that  brew 
his  ink,  though  wages  alone  supply 
him  with  paper.'  '^  On  the  Doctor  s 
manners  Horry  conmients  thus 
mildly : — *  I  have  no  patience  with 
an  unfortunate  monster  trusting  to 
his  helpless  deformity  for  indemnity 
for  any  impertinence  that  his  arro- 
gance suggests,  and  who  thinks 
that  what  he  has  read  is  an  excuse 
for  everything  he  says.'  *^    Of  Dr. 
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Johnsoii*8  Prayers  he  writes : — *  See 
what  it  is  to  have  friends  too 
honest !  How  could  men  be  such 
idiots  as  to  execute  such  a  trast? 
One  langhs  at  every  page,  and 
then  the  tears  come  into  one*s 
^ejes  when  one  learns  what  the  poor 
h&Dg  suffered  who  even  suspected 
Ikis  own  madness.  One  seems  to 
the  reading  the  diary  of  an  old  atms- 
woman ;  and  in  fact  his  religion  was 
not  a  step  higher  in  its  kind.  John- 
son had  all  the  bigotry  of  a  monk, 
and  all  the  folly  and  ignorance 
too."» 

*  Boswell's  book  is  the  story  of  a 
mountebank  and  his  zany.*^'  *A 
jackanapes  who  has  lately  made 
a  noise  here,  one  Boswell,  by  anec- 
4iotes  of  Dr.  Johnson.'  *^'  *  Signora 
Piozzi's  book  is  not  likely  to  gratify 
her  expectation  of  renown.  There 
is  a  Dr.  Walcot,  a  burlesque  bard, 
who  had  ridiculed  highly  and 
mofit  deservedly  another  of  John- 
son's biographic  zanies,  one  Bos  well; 
he  has  already  advertised  an  Eclogue 
hetween  Bozzi  and  Fiozzi ;  and  in- 
deed there  is  ample  matter.  The 
Signora  talks  of  her  Doctor's  ex- 
panded mind,  and  has  contributed 
her  mite  to  show  that  never  mind 
was  narrower.  In  fact,  the  poor 
man  is  to  be  pitied ;  he  was  mad, 
and  his  disciples  did  not  find  it  out, 
but  have  unveiled  all  his  defects ; 
nay,  have  exhibited  all  his  brutali- 
ties as  wit,  and  his  lowest  conun- 
drums as  humour.  .  .  .  What  will 
fx»terity  think  of  us,  when  it  reads 
what  an  idol  we  adored  ? '  ^^  *  She 
and  Boswell  and  their  hero  are  the 
joke  of  the  public'  ** 

Walpole's  chief  poets  were  Dry- 
den,  Pope,  Gray,  and — the  Reverend 
William  Mason,  'a  poet  if  ever 
there  was  one.'  ^  He  also  had  a 
great  admiration  for  Mr.  Anstey.*^ 
He  desires  the  acquaintance,  he  says, 
of  the  author   of  the  Bath  Guide 


[  Anstey]  and  theauthorof  the  JJerofo 
Epistle  [Mason],  adding,  *  I  have  no 
thirst  to  know  the  rest  of  my  contem- 
poraries, from  the  absurd  bombast 
of  Dr.  Johnson  down  to  the  silly 
Dr.  Goldsmith;  though  the  latter 
changeling  has  had  bright  gleams 
of  parts,  and  the  former  had  sense, 
till  he  changed  it  for  words  and 
sold  it  for  a  pension.*  ^^  Mr.  Ma- 
son's acquaintance  he  had  the 
privilege  of,  and  kept  up  a  profuse 
exchange  of  compliments  with  that 
great  writer  (*Your  writings  will 
be  standards,'  **  *  Divine  lines,'  ** 
*Your  immortal  fame,' ^°  Ac.  Ac). 
Mr.  Mason  was  not  only  an  immortal 
poet,  but  a  connoisseur  of  the  first 
water  in  the  arts  of  painting  and 
music.  Here,  by  the  bye,  is  his 
judgment  of  a  certain  musical  com- 
poser of  that  day :  *As  to  Giardini, 
look  you,  if  I  did  not  think  better  of 
him  than  I  do  of  Handel,  my  little 
shoemaker  would  not  have  had  the 
benefit  he  will  have  (I  hope)  from 
the  labour  of  my  brain  [Mr.  M. 
had  been  writing  an  opera-book, 
Sajppho,  and  Giardini,  whoever  he 
was,  was  to  furnish  the  music]. 
Let  Handel's  music  vibrate  on  the 
tough  drum  of  royal  ears  ;  I  am  for 
none  of  it.'  ^^ 

*  Somebody,'  says  Walpole,  *  I 
fancy  Dr.  Percy,  has  produced  a 
dismal,  dall  ballad,  called  The  Exe- 
cution of  Sir  Charles  Bawdin,  and 
given  it  for  one  of  the  Bristol 
Poems,  called  Rowley's,  but  it  is  a 
still  worse  counterfeit  than  those 
that  were  first  sent  to  me.'  ^^  This 
was  one  of  Chatterton's  productions, 
but  after  the  boy's*  miserable  death 
had  made  a  stir,  Walpole  thought 
'  poor  Chatterton  was  an  astonish- 
ing genius,'  '^  and  denied  that  he 
had  had  any  hand  in  discouraging 
him. 

To  turn  to  the  stage.  We  are 
accustomed  to  think  of  Garrick  as 
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a  good  actor,  but  Walpole  loses  bo 
opportonity  to  sneer  at  him.  *  He 
has  complained  of  Mdme.  Le  Texier 
for  thinking  of  bringing  over  Cail- 
land,  the  French  actor,  in  the  Opera 
Comiqne,  as  a  mortal  prejudice  to 
his  reputation ;  and  no  doubt  would 
be  glad  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
that  should  prohibit  there  ever 
being  a  good  actor  again  in  any 
country  or  century/'*  Being 
asked  to  meet  David  at  a  friend's 
house,  Walpole  writes,  'Grarrick 
does  not  tempt  me  at  all.  I  have  no 
taste  for  his  perpetual  buflfoonery, 
and  am  sick  of  his  endless  ex- 
pectation of  flattery.'  «*  Of  Mrs. 
Siddons  he  writes  (in  1782,  after 
seeing  her  as  Isabella  in  The  Fatal 
Marriage),  *  What  I  really  wanted, 
but  did  not  find,  was  originality, 
which  announces  genius,  and  with- 
out both  which  I  am  never  intrinsi- 
cally pleased.  All  Mrs.  Siddons 
did,  good  sense  or  good  instruction 
might  give.  I  dare  to  say  that  were 
I  one- and- twenty,  I  should  have 
bought  her  marvellous,  but,  alas ! 
I  remember  Mrs.  Porter  and  the 
Dumesnil,  and  remember  every 
accent  of  the  former  in  the  very 
same  part.' ** 

Frank.  Johnson,  I  remember, 
though  always  friendly  to  his  old 
townsfellow  and  schoolfellow,  Davy, 
,  said  many  contemptuous  things  of 
him. 

BenisMi.  Perhaps  rather  of  the 
*  art  of  acting.  He  certainly  thought 
Garrick  superior  to  almost  all  other 
actors.  Johnson  was  a  good  deal 
about  the  theatres  at  one  period  of 
his  life,  and,  as  we  know, wrote  aplay 
and  several  prologues  and  epilogues, 
yet  he  settled  into  a  conviction  of 
the  paltriness  of  acting. 

Frank.  As  Goethe  seems  to  have 
done. 

Ben/ison.  The  Doctor  says,  for 
example,  that  a  boy  of  ten  years  old 
could  be  easily  taught  to  say  '  To  be 


or  not  to  be  '  as  well  as  Garrick. 
But  pray  go  on. 

Markham.  Neither  Sterne  nor 
Sheridan  pleased  Master  Walpole  a 
bit.  *  Tiresome  Tristram  Shandy^ 
of  which  I  never  could  get  through 
three  volumes.'  ^"^  '  I  have  read 
Sheridan's  Critic,  but  not  having 
seen  it,  for  they  say  it  is  admirably 
acted,  it  appeared  wondrously  flat 
and  old,  and  a  poor  imitation.'  '• 

And  now  let  me  lump  in  some 
of  his  notions  of  more  distant 
literarr  worthies.  ^  He  was  going 
to  make  *  a  bower '  at  his  toy-viUa 
of  Strawberry  Hill,  and  consulting 
authorities.  '  I  am  almost  afraid  (he 
says)  I  must  go  and  read  Spenser, 
and  wade  through  his  allegories  and 
drawling  stanzas  to  get  at  a  pic- 
ture.' *^  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales 
are  *  a  lump  of  mineral  from  which 
Dryden  extracted  all  the  gold,  and 
converted  [it]  into  beautiful  me- 
dals.' ^*  *  Dante  was  extravagant, 
absurd,  disgusting :  in  short,  a  Me- 
thodist paraon  in  Bedlam.' ^^  « Mon- 
tague's Travels,  which  I  have  been 
reading ;  and  if  I  was  tired  of  the 
Essays,  what  must  one  be  of  these! 
What  signifies  what  a  man  thought 
who  never  thought  of  anything 
but  himself?  and  what  signifies 
what  a  man  did  who  never  did  any- 
thing ?  '  ^3  *  There  is  a  new  Timm 
of  Athem,  altered  from  Shakespeare 
by  Mr.  Cumberland,  and  marvel- 
lously well  done,  for  he  has  caught 
the  manners  and  diction  of  the  ori- 
ginal so  exactly,  that  I  think  it  is 
full  as  bad  a  play  as  it  was  before 
he  corrected  it.'  ** 

Frank.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
neither  Dante  nor  Shakespeare  wiU 
suffer  permanently  from  the  con- 
tempt of  Horace  Walpole. 

Benison.  Nor  Johnson  and  Gold- 
smith, for  that  matter.  One  moral 
of  the  whole  subject  before  us 
is — not  that  we  are  to  despise 
criticism  and  opinion,  but  that  the 
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criticisins  fi^d  o^inionB  of  even 
very  clever  men  are  often  extremely 
misiaken.  The  comfort  is,  as  Frank 
said,  that  good  things  do,  somehow, 
get  reco^ised  sooner  or  later,  and 
are  joyfalljtreasared  as  the  heritage 
€f  the  human  race. 

Ftmik.  Take  away  BosweJVs 
Johnson — *  the  story  or  a  mounte- 
bank and  his  zany' — and  what  a 
gap  were  left  in  English  literature ! 

MarkhcMn,  Do  you  remember 
what  Byron  said  of  Horace  Wal- 
pole  P  Here  it  is,  in  the  preface 
to  Marino  Faliero  —  *  Ho  is  the 
tUUtnui  Eomanormn,  the  author  of 
the  Mysterious  Mother,  a  tragedy  of 
the  highest  order,  and  not  a  puling 
love-play.  He  is  the  father  of  the 
first  romance  and  of  the  last 
tragedy  in  our  language ;  and  surely 
worthy  of  a  higher  place  than  any 
living  author,  be  he  who  he  may/ 

Frank,  A  .  comical  judgment, 
iamly,  if  sincere ! 

Bemsmu  I  believe  Byron  had  a 
deep  insincerity  of  character,  which 
ran  into  everjrthing  he  wrote,  said, 
or  did. 

Marhham.  And  now  listen  to 
Coleridge's  opinion  on  this   same 

*  tragedy    of   the    highest    order/ 

*  The  Mysterious  Mother  is  the  most 
disgusting,  vile,  detestable  compo- 
sition that  ever  came  from  the  hand 
of  man.  No  one  with  a  spark  of 
true  manliness,  of  which  Horace 
Walpole  had  none,  could  have 
written  it.' 

Frank,  Decided  difference  of  opi- 
nion! By  the  way,  it  is  Byron's 
distinction  among  English  poets  to 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  speaking 
slightingly  of  Shakespeare  and  of 
Milton,  who  (he  observed)  *have 
had  their  rise,  and  they  will  have 
their  decline.*  ^^ 

Markhum,  Let  us  return  to  Cole- 
ridge. Talking  of  Qoeihe^B  Faiist, 
after  explaining  that  he  himself  had 
long  before  planned  a  very  sixnilar 
dnuma    (only  much    better)  with 


Michael  Scott  for  h6ro,  he  praises 
several  of  the  scenes,  but  adds, 
'  There  is  no  whole  in  the  poem ; 
the  scenes  are  mere  magio-kntem 
pictures,  and  a  large  part  of  the 
work  is  to  me  very  flat.'  More- 
over, much  of  it  is  *  vulgar,  licen- 
tious, and  blasphemous.' 

Frank,  By  my  troth,  these  be 
very  bitter  words  ! 

Markhamt.  Coleridge's  estimate  of 
GKbbon's  great  work  is  remarkable. 
After  accusing  him  of  '  sacrificiug 
all  truth  and  reality,'  he  goes  on  to 
say : — *  Gibbon's  style  is  detest- 
able, bnt  his  stjrle  is  not  the  worst 
thing  about  hmi.  His  history  has 
proved  an  effectual  bar  to  all  real 
familiarity  with  the  temper  and 
habits  of  imperial  Bome.  Few 
persons  read  the  original  authoti- 
ties,  even  those  which  are  classical ; 
and  certainly  no  distinct  know- 
ledge of  the  actual  state  of  the 
empire  can  be  obtained  from  Gib- 
bon's rhetorical  sketches.  He 
takes  notice  of  nothing  but  what 
may  produce  an  effect ;  he  skips  on 
from  eminence  to  eminence,  without 
ever  taking  you  through  the  valleys 
between :  in  fact,  his  work  is  little 
else  but  a  disguised  collection  of 
all  the  splendid  anecdotes  which 
he  could  find  in  any  book  con- 
cerning any  persons  or  nations 
from  the  Antenines  to  the  capture 
of  Constantinople.  When  I  read 
a  chapter  of  Gibbon,  I  seem  te  be 
looking  through  a  luminous  haze 
or  fog:  figures  come  and  go,  I 
know  not  how  or  why,  all  larger 
than  life,  or  distorted  or  disco- 
loured ;  nothing  is  real,  vivid,  true ; 
all  is  scenical,  and,  as  it  were, 
exhibited  by  candlelight.  And 
then  to  call  it  a  History  of  the  De- 
cline and  Fall  of  the  Boman  Emjpire ! 
Was  there  ever  a  greater  nus- 
nomer?  I  protest  I  do  not  re- 
member a  single  philosophical 
attempt  made  throughout  the  worlp 
to  fathom  the   ultimate  causes  of 
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the  decline  or  fall  of  that  empire.' 
After  some  further  strictares,  Cole- 
ridge ends  thus : — *  The  true  key 
to  the  declension  of  the  Boman 
Empire — which  is  not  to  be  foond 
in  all  Gibbon's  immense  work — 
may  be  stated  in  two  words :  the 
imperial  character  overlaying,  and 
finally  destroying,  the  national  cha- 
racter. Rome  under  Trajan  was 
an  empire  without  a  nation.' 

Frank.  Coleridge's  two  words  are 
not  so  deciftively  clear  as  one  could 
wish.  The  *  key '  sticks  in  the  lock. 
But  his  criticism  on  Gibbon  cer- 
tainly grives  food  for  thought. 

Benison.  Gibbon,  however,  com- 
pleted a  great  book,  and  has  left  it 
to  the  world,  to  read,  criticise,  do 
what  they  will  or  can  with ;  whereas 
'Coleridge  dreamed  of  writing  many 
great  books,  and  wrote  none.  He 
is  but  a  king  of  shreds  and  patches. 

Markham.  Even  *the  Lakers ' 
did  not  always  admire  each  other. 
'  Coleridge's  ballad  of  The  Ancient 
Mariner  (says  Southey)  is,  I  think, 
the  clumsiest  attempt  at  German 
sublimity  I  ever  saw.'  And  now, 
if  you  are  not  tired  out,  I  will  finish 
with  some  specimens  of  criticism  on 
works  of  the  last  generation  which 
(whatever  differences  of  opinion 
may  still  be  afloat  concerning  them) 
enjoy  at  present  a  wide  and  high 
reputation.  The  articles  on  Words- 
worth and  Keats  are  famous  in 
^heir  way,  bat  the  ipsissima  verba 
are  not  generally  familiar.  Take  a 
few  from  Jeffrey's  review  of  The 
Excursion  {Jildinburgh  Review,  No- 
vember 1 8 14). 

•This  will  never  do.  .  .  .  The 
case  of  Mr.  Wordsworth,  we  pre- 
sume,, is  now  manifestly  hopeless; 
and  we  give  him  up  as  altogether 
incurable  and  beyond  the  power  of 
criticism,  ...  a  tissue  of  moral 
and  devotional  ravings,  .  .  . 
••strained  raptures  and  fkntasticsJ 
sublimities  " — a  puerile  ambition 
of  singularity  engrafted  on  an  un- 
lucky predilection  for  tmisms.' 

In  the  next  number,  I  see,  is  a 
review  of  Scott's  Lard  of  the  Isles, 


beginning,  •  Here  is  another  genuine 
lay  of  the  great  Minstrel.' 

Frank.  One  must  own  thal^ 
much  of  the  Excursion  is  very  pro- 
saic ;  but  that  does  not,  of  course, 
justify  the  tone  of  this  review. 

Marhham.  And  here  is  tlie 
Quarterly  Review^  January  18 19, 
on  The  Revolt  of  Islam.  'Mr. 
Shelley,  indeed,  is  an  unsparing 
imitator.'  •As  a  whole  it  is  in- 
supportably  dull.'  *With  minds 
of  a  certain  class,  notoriety,  in- 
fiuny,  anything  is  better  than  ob- 
scurity; baffled  in  a  thousand  at- 
tempts after  fame,  they  will  make 
one  more  at  whatever  risk,  and 
they  end  commonly,  like  an  awk- 
ward chemist  who  perseveres  in 
<  tampering  with  his  ingredients,  tiU, 
in  an  unlucky  moment,  they  take 
fire,  and  he  is  blown  up  by  the  ex- 
plosion.' *  A  man  like  Mr.  Shelley 
may  cheat  himself  .  .  .  finally  be 
sinks  like  lead  to  the  bottom,  and 
is  forgotten.  So  it  is  now  in  part, 
so  shortly  will  it  be  entirely  with 
Mr.  Shelley: — if  we  might  with- 
draw the  veil  of  private  life,  and 
tell  what  we  now  loiow  about  him, 
it  would  be  indeed  a  disgusting 
picture  that  we  should  exhibit,  but 
it  would  be  an  unanswerable  com- 
ment on  our  text.' 

Now  a  few  flowers  of  criticism 
from  Mr.  Giffbrd's  review  of  Endy- 
miony  a  poem,  in  the  Quarterly  Re^ 
view,  April  18 18.  'Mr.  Keats  (if 
that  be  his  real  name,  for  we  almost 
doubt  that  any  man  in  his  senses 
would  puthisreal  name  to  such  arhap> 
sody.'  .  .  .  *The  author  is  a  copyist 
of  Mr.  Hunt ;  but  he  is  more  unin- 
telligible, almost  as  rugged,  twice  as 
diffuse,  and  ten  times  more  tiresome 
and  absurd  than  his  prototype.' 
•  At  first  it  appeared  to  us  that  Mr. 
Keats  had  been  amusing  himself, 
and  wearbg  out  his  readers  with 
an  immeasurable  game  at  bouts^ 
rtm4s ;  but,  if  we  recollect  rightly, 
it  is  an  indispensable  condition  at 
this  play,  that  the  rhymes  when 
filled  up  shall  have  a  meaning ; 
and    our    author,    as    we     have 
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alreadj  hinted,  has  no  meaning.' 
The  reviewer  ends  thus :  *"  Bat 
enough  of  Mr.  Leigh  Hunt  and  his 
simple  neophyte.  K  anyone  shonld 
be  hold  enough  to  purchase  this 
"Poetic  Bomance/'  and  so  mnch 
more  patient  than  ourselves  as  to 
get  h^ond  the  first  hook,  and  so 
much  more  fortunate  as  to  find  a 
meaning,  we  entreat  him  to  make 
OS  acquainted  with  his  success; 
we  shall  then  return  to  the  task 
which  we  now  ahandon  in  despair, 
and  endeavour  to  make  all  due 
ftmends  to  Mr.  Keats  and  to  our 
readers.' 

Bmisan.  Tou  remember  Byron's 
kind  remarks  on  the  same  subject  ? 
In  a  letter  from  Ravenna,  October 
so,  1820,  he  writes,  'There  is  such  a 
trash  of  Keats  and  the  like  upon  my 
tables  ihskt  I  am  ashamed  to  look  at 
them.'  *  Why  don't  they  review  and 
praise  Solomon's  Chtide  to  Health? 
it  is  better  sense,  and  as  much 
poetry  as  Johnny  Keats'.'  *No 
more  Keats,  I  entreat,  fiay  him 
alive ;  if  some  of  you  don't,  I  must 
^in  him  myself.  There  is  no  bear« 
ing  the  drivelling  idiotism  of  the 
manikin.' 

McMiafti,  The  Quarterly  in  March 
1828  had  another  generous  and  ap- 
preciative article  beginning — *Our 
readers  have  probably  forgotten  all 
about  ^^Endymion^  a  Poem,"  and 
the  other  works  of  this  young  man 
[Mr.  John  Keats],  and  the  all  but 
uuversal  roar  of  laughter  with 
which  they  were  receiv^  some  ten 
or  twelve  years  .ago.' 

Bat  now  enough.  Only  I  should 
like  to  read  you  just  one  thing 
more,  which  is  less  known,  and 
presents,  perhaps,  the  extreme  ex- 
ample of  literacy  misjudgment,  by 
a  man  of  true  literary  genius — 
Thomas  De  Quincey's  elaborate 
review  of  Garlyle's  translation  of 
Wilhdm  Meister,  in  the  London 
Ifo^anna  for  August  and  September 
1824.  '  Not  the  basest  of  Egyptian 
BQperstition,  not  Titania  under  en- 
chantment, not  Caliban  in  drunken- 
Aees,  ever  shaped  to  themselves  an 


idol  more  weak  or  hollow  than 
modem  Germany  has  set  up  for  its 
worship  in  the  person  of  uoethe.' 
A  blow  or  two  from  a  few  vigor- 
ous understanding^  will  demolish 
the  *puny  &bric  of  babyhouses  of 
Mr.  Goethe.'  For  the  style  of 
Gt)ethe  *we  profess  no  respect,'  but 
it  is  much  degraded  in  the  trans- 
lation, on  which  the  reviewer  ex- 
pends tt^&oy  choice  epithets  of 
contempt.  The  work  is  *  totally 
without  interest  as  a  novel,'  and 
abounds  with  *  overpowering  abomi- 
nations.' *  Thus  we  have  made  Mr. 
Von  Goethe's  novel  speak  for  itself. 
And  whatever  impression  it  may 
leave  on  the  reader's  mind,  let  it 
be  charged  upon  the  composer.  If 
that  impression  is  one  of  entire  dis- 
gust, let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  it 
belongs  excluf«ively  to  Mr.  Goethe.'" 

The  reviewer  is  annoyed  to  think 
that  some  discussion  may  still  be 
necessary  before  Mr.  Goethe  is  al- 
lowed to  drop  finally  into  oblivion. 

Benison.  You  have  not  quoted 
any  of  Professor  Wilson's  trenchant 
BtackwoodismsAgeAnst '  the  Cockney 
School.' 

Ma/rkham,  It  did  not  seem  worth 
while.  All  the  bragging  and  bully- 
ing  has  long  ceased  to  have  any 
meaning. 

Fraiik.  And  *  Maga's  '  own  pet 
poets,  where  are  they  ? 

Benison.  Let  echo  answer.  You 
might  easily,  Markham,  bring  to- 
gether some  specimens  of  misap- 
plied eulogy — of  praise  loud  and 
lavish,  given  (and  not  by  foolish  or 
insincere  voices)  to  names  and  works 
which  proved  to  have  no  sort  of 
stability.  Meanwhile,  many  thanks 
for  your  Curiosities. 

Frank  here,  whom  I  half  suspect 
of  a  tendency  to  authorship,  may 
take  a  hint  not  to  care  too  much 
for  censure  or  praise,  but  do  his 
work  well,  be  it  little  or  great, 
and,  as  Schiller  says:  werfe  es 
schweigend  in  die  wnendlicke  Zeit, 
— *  cast  it  silently  into  everlasting 
time.' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


52 


[January 


THORWALDSEN  IN  COPENHAGEN  AND  IN  ROME. 


THE  writer  in  a  reoent  art-tour 
to  the  North  of  Enrope  promised 
himself  the  pleasure  of  making 
in  Copenhagen  a  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  Thorwaldsen  than 
had  been  practicable  in  Rome  or  in 
any  other  capital.  And  yet  the  works 
of  the  Danish  sculptor  are  widely 
diffused.  Travellers  know  full  well 
the  monument  to  Pius  VII.  in  St. 
Peter's ;  on  the  Lake  of  Como  it  is 
usual  for  tourists  to  take  a  boat  to 
the  villa  where  is  seen  the  Triumph 
of  Alexander,  at  Lucerne  the  Lion  to 
the  Swiss  guards  is  known  as  well 
as  the  lake  itself,  in  Stuttgard  is 
shown  the  monument  to  Schiller,  in 
Mayence  the  figure  of  Gutenberg, 
in  Munich  the  noble  equestrian 
statue  of  Maximilian.  England  too 
is  in  possession  of  famous  or  no- 
torious works,  such  as  the  Jason, 
the  Byron,  not  to  mention  others. 
Still,  only  in  Copenhagen  can  the 
Phidias  of  the  North  be  fully  under^ 
stood :  in  that  city  within  the  Royal 
Palace,  the  Frauen  Kirche,  and  the 
Thorwaldsen  Museum,  are  gathered 
the  rich  harvests  of  a  long  and  fruit- 
ful life. 

On  entering  Denmark  there  is 
little  in  the  aspect  of  nature  or  in 
the  character  of  the  people  which 
can  be  said  to  be  in  keeping  with 
the  genius  of  Thorwaldsen.  This 
small  peninsula  of  sandhills  is  about 
the  last  place  in  which  a  classic 
revival  could  have  been  looked  for. 
On  reaching  the  Great  or  the  Little 
Belt,  the  traveller  seems  to  have 
come  to  the  end  of  all  things ;  art  is 
nowhere,  and  Nature  herself  is  re- 
duced to  extremity.  The  land  holds 
its  footing  on  precarious  tenure ;  the 
sea,  which  is  seldom  out  of  sight, 
makes  inroad  on  the  shore,  small 
hillocks  are  sown  with  grass  which 
binds  the  shifting  sands^  together, 
and  flat  marshy  tracts  grow  scanty 
com,  or  are  turned  into  market- 
gardens.    Nor  does  Denmark  fur»* 


nish  the  physical  materials  for  the 
sculptor's  art :  in  the  whole  of  Scan- 
dinavia indeed  there  is  scarcely 
a  bit  of  stpne  which  Apollo  or 
Venus  would  care  to  be  carved 
in.  The  huge  granite  boulders 
scattered  on  the  road  to  Copen- 
hagen, migrated  from  the  north 
long  ago  as  strangers  and  pilgrims. 
These  antediluvian  monsters,  which 
travelled  on  the  backs  of  gla- 
ciers, have  consanguinity  with 
Thor  and  Odin,  and  the  race  of 
northern  griants,  but  possess  little 
in  common  with  the  ideal  types  of 
Greece  or  Italy.  Neither  are  the 
Danes  themselves  a  race  with  any 
near  relationship  to  undraped  gods 
and  goddesses.  The  rude  climate 
of  the  North  imposes  thick  covering 
of  fur:  hard  conflict  with  unkind 
Nature  induces  a  character  stern 
and  brave ;  a  struggle  to  sustain  a 
bare  existence  precludes  luxuries. 
There  would  appear,  in  short,  no 
room  and  little  need  for  classic  or 
ideal  art  amone  a  people  whom 
stem  necessity  has  nmde  plodding 
and  plebeian,  simple  and  frugal. 

Thorwaldsen,  bom  in  Copenha- 
gen in  1770,  was,  like  some  other 
sculptors  who  have  gained  celebrity, 
of  humble  origin.  His  father  was 
by  trade  a  carver  in  wood.  Chau- 
trey,  it  may  be  remembered,  also 
commenced  as  a  wood-carver.  Like- 
wise, by  curious  coincidence,  Gibson 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  was  appreuh 
ticed  to  a  cabiuet-maker,  and  a  year 
afterwards  was  cutting  ornamental 
work  for  household  furniture.  Many 
American  sculptors,  too,  are  of 
humble  birth  and  limited  educa- 
tion. Young  Thorwaldsen  followed 
his  father's  calling ;  he  carved  heads 
for  ships  in  the  Royal  Dockyard, 
and  received  some  education  at  the 
cost  of  the  State.  His  first  entrance 
into  the  sphere  of  art  proper  seems 
to  havo  been  when  he  translated 
pictures  into  wooden  bas-r^efii.   It 
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may  here  be  of  interest  to  know 
that  for  tsentnries  there  had  sub- 
sisted in  the  ^orth  of  Ijorope  a 
school  of  wood-oanrers  ;  not  merely 
a  few  scattered  men  occupied  on 
figare-heads  for  the  ships  which  sail 
from  Copenhagen  and  other  ports  of 
the  Baltic — ^a  handicmfb  which,  as 
we  have  seen,  yielded  but  a  pre- 
caricms  livelihood  to  the  old  and 
the  young  Thorwaldsen — ^but  a  con- 
siderable body  of  artisans,  or  artists 
in  wood,  who  went  to  the  primasval 
pine  forests  of  Norway,  Sweden  and 
Northern  Russia,  felled  timber, 
sawed  planks,  carred  barge-boards, 
Hntels,  and  rude  but  p|cturesquo 
furniture  for  wooden  houses  and 
wooden  churches. 

The  history  of  art  throughout  the 
world,  whether  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  in 
the  states  of  Ancient  Greece,  or  in 
Rome,  is  indissolubly  identified  with 
the  materials  found  on  the  spot. 
Granite,  sand-stone,  brick-clays, 
marbles,  have  severally  determined 
in  no  small  degree  the  specific  form 
of  national  arts.  The  granite  and 
primary  rocks  which  bound  the 
iron  coasts  of  Scandinavia  are  too 
difficult  of  workmanship  to  enter 
largely  into  the  constructive  or 
plastic  arts.  Hence,  resource  has 
naturally  been  had  to  the  pine 
forests.  The  International  Exhibi- 
tion of  Paris  proved  how  wood- 
carving  is  turned  to  secular  as  well 
as  to  sacred  uses  throughout  Scan- 
dinavia ;  and  the  Exhibition  at  St. 
Petersburg  in  1870,  both  in  its 
stmcture  and  contents,  gave  further 
iUastcation  to  an  art  which,  if  rude 
and  primitive,  has  claim  to  nation- 
^ty.  The  traveller  in  these  lati- 
tudes finds  himself  not  in '  the  stone 
period  *  or  *  the  iron  period,'  but  in 
what  may  be  termed  *the  wood 
period.'  Villages  are  of  wood, 
cliurches  are  of  wood,  and  when 
he  enters  a  museum  such  as  that  of 
'Northern  Antiquities'  in  Chris- 
tiaiua,he  discovers  the  historic  basis, 
ina  long  ^ne.of  descent,  ior.  iiiis  art 


bom  of  the  forest.  At  least  as  far 
back  as  the  thirteenth  century,  are 
doors  ^m  churches  and  chairs  from 
houses,  cfiirved  with  dragons,  runio 
knots,  and  other  grotesque  devices 
known  to  Northern  antiquaries. 

This  slight  digression  may  be 
brought  within  the  argument  by 
one  or  two  brief  remarks.  First 
that  Thorwaldsen  was  true  to  the 
lineage  of  Scandinavian  art  so  long 
as  he  carved,  like  his  forefathers,  in 
wood.  Secondly,  that  the  ambitious 
Dane,  when  he  migrated  to  Italy  and 
began  to  carve  in  Carrara  marble, 
suiTondered  a  large  part  of  his  na- 
tionality. Thirdly,  that  the  style  of 
Thorwaldsen  in  some  degree  re- 
mained as  it  had  begun,  '  wooden  : ' 
that  Apollos,  Graces,  and  other 
newly-made  acquaintances,  from 
Olympus  and  Parnassus,  even  when 
chiselled  in  finest  marble,  never  quite 
threw  ofi*  the  stiffness  and  awkward-  ^ 
ness  of  the  wooden  figure-heads 
carved  in  the  Dockyard  of  Copen- 
hagen. 

The  story  of  the  young  Dane  is 
soon  told.  Thorwaldsen,  at  the  age 
of  eleven,  entered  as  a  free  student 
the  Academy  of  Arts  at  Copenhagen ; 
at  seventeen  he  gained  the  small 
silver  medal,  at  nineteen  the  large 
silver  medal ;  at  twenty-one  he  won 
the  small  gold  medal,  at  twenty- 
three  the  large  gold  medal.  During 
this  somewhat  brilliant  career,  the 
youth's  talents  attracted  attention ; 
in  fact,  a  subscription  was  raised, 
and  the  Danish  Academy,  which  to 
this  day  gives  generous  aid  to  art 
and  its  professors,  conferred  a  pen- 
sion on  the  sculptor  of  promise,  who 
was  about  to  bring  unexampled 
distinction  on  his  native  city.  That 
city,  when  the  boy  Thorwaldsen 
walked  through  its  streets,  wore  a 
widely  different  aspect  from  the 
Copenhagen  which  now  meets  the 
traveller's  eye.  It  had  not  been 
devastated  by  the  great  fire ;  it  had 
not  been  destroyed  by  the  English 
fleet.  Old  Copenhagen  was  not  spoilt; 
yet  new  Copenhagen  had  not  arisen 
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as  one  of  the  chief  art  capitals  in 
Europe.  The  palace  of  Christians- 
borg  was  not  built ;  into  the  castle 
of  Rosenborg  had  not  been  gathered 
the  memorials  of  the  Danish  kings ; 
the  Museum  of  Northern  Anti- 
quities was  scarcely  begun;  the 
Classic,  Christian,  and  Ethnological 
collections  were  still  scattered,  or 
did  not  exist  at  all ;  the  foundation 
was  not  laid  of  the  new  Frauen 
Kirche,  now  famous  for  Thorwald- 
sen'e  '  Christ  and  Apostles ;'  and  of 
course  the  crowning  pride  of  the 
nation's  art  treasures,  the  Thor- 
waldsen  Museum,  had  scarcely  a 
potential  existence  even  in  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  sculptor  whose  embryo 
genius  must  have  been  almost  as 
unknown  to  himself  as  to  the  world 
at  large.  Copenhagen  evidently 
had  in  those  days  few  charms  for 
Thorwaldsen.  She  failed  to  inspire 
him  with  patriotism.  He  left  the 
city  of  his  birth  in  1 796  with  but 
little  regret;  love  of  country  was 
not  awakened  till  the  weight  of 
years  warned  the  artist  to  prepare 
for  himself  a  sepulchre  among  his 
people. 

Thorwaldsen  became  severed  in  a 
double  sense  from  the  land  of  his 
birth :  firstly  by  change  of  domi- 
cile, secondly  by  the  adoption  of  a 
style  classic,  and  therefore  foreign. 
Yet  we  were  scarcely  aware,  before 
we  examined  on  the  spot  the  history 
of  Northern  art  and  academies  d  uring 
the  second  half  of  last  century,  how 
strong  was  the  bias  towards  classic 
art  given  to  Thorwaldsen  in  his 
early  training.  The  so-called  na- 
tional movement  had  not  set  in.  At 
the  present  moment  there  exists 
what  is  called  the  national  party, 
animated  by  the  idea  that  Scandi- 
navia, including  of  course  Denmark, 
ought  to  break  loose  from  allegiance 
to  classic  and  Italian  schools,  in 
order  to  fashion  for  itself  an  art 
true  to  humanity  and  to  nature  in 
northern  latitudes.  We  incline  to 
think  that  the  best  hope  for  the 
future  lies  in  this  direction.    The 


school  of  Scandinavia  in  its  present 
phase  is  of  peasant  origin ;  painters 
are  for  the  most  part  the  sons  of 
sailors,  fishermen,  and  tillers  of  the 
soil.  "We  shall  have  to  regret  in 
the  sequel  that  Thorwaldsen  did  not 
cherish  with  aflection  the  Norse 
spirit.  The  fecial  point,  however, 
is  that  the  young  sculptor,  while 
studying  in  the  Academy  of  Copen- 
hagen, was  not  taught  any  legiti* 
timate  national  art,  but  a  bastard 
classic  art.  The  French  school,  as 
represented  by  Poussin,  Lebrun,. 
David,  and  others,  is  identified  with 
the  rise  of  the  arts  in  the  capitals  of 
Copenhagen  and  Stockholm.  In 
Sweden  appeared  contemporane- 
ously with  Thorwaldsen  three  sculp- 
tors of  high  renown — Sergei,  By- 
strom,  and  Fogelberg — artists  who, 
in  the  majority  of  their  works^ 
showed  themselves  servile  disci- 
ples of  the  prevailing  classicism. 
in  Denmark,  also,  the  sculptor 
Wiedewelt  gave  currency  to  the 
widespread  revival  which,  having 
been  animated  by  the  discoveries 
in  Pompeii  and  Uorculaneum,  was 
strengthened  through  the  teach- 
ings of  Winckelmann.  Thus  the 
path  wherein  Thorwaldsen  trod  be- 
came from  the  very  first  clearly 
defined. 

Thorwaldsen  reached  Rome  on 
March  8, 1797, and  so  important  was 
the  event  in  his  life's  history  that  he 
was  accustomed  to  say, '  I  was  bora 
on  the  8th  of  March,  1797  ;  before 
that  day  I  did  not  exist.'  Goethe 
only  a  year  before  had  written,  *  A 
true  new  birth  dates  from  the  day  I 
entered  Rome.'  John  Gibson,  wh» 
migrated  southwards  twenty  years 
later,  had  like  reason  to  date  his 
intellectual  birth  from  his  arrival 
in  Italy.  It  is  interesting  to  read 
in  the  autobiography  of  the  sculp- 
tor whom  we  would  venture  to  call 
England's  Thorwaldsen,  the  follow- 
ing acknowledgment : — *  One  of  the- 
great  advantages  I  derived  from 
residing  in  Rome  was  the  listening 
to  conversations  on  art,  not  only 
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telween  CanoTft  and  Thorwaldsen, 
but  between  artists  of  talent  from 
all  countries.'  The  careers  of  Thor- 
waldsen and  of  Gibson  ftx)m  first  to 
kst  ran  in  paraUel  lines ;  the  styles 
of  Ouiora,  of  flaxman,  and  of 
Wjatt,  on  the  contrary,  present 
Tariety  rather  than  nnity. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the 
eighteenth    century   and  the  first 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
Winckelmann  and  Mengs  in  the 
Vatican  had  mastered  the  antique ; 
Ooethe   had  published  his  Italian 
Tour  I    Niebuhr    and  Bunsen  had 
helped  to  place  the  history  of  Borne 
on  a  sound  critical  basis;  within 
the  same  period  had  arisen  a  school 
of  Christian  art  led  by  Cornelius 
and   Oyerbeck;    and    during    this 
s^..same    half- century    lived    and 
worked    in    friendship,    or    under 
wholesome     rivalry,    Canova    the 
Itafian,  Thorwaldsen  the  Dane,  and 
Flaxman,  Wyatt,  and  Gibson,  Eng- 
lishmen.   Thorwaldsen  was  model- 
ling 'Mercury,*    *  Venus,'  and  the 
*Three  Graces;'  Frederick  Schlegel 
wae  writing  laudatory  criticisms  on 
the  Christian  art  of  Comehus  and 
Overbeck  ;  while  the  poet  Shelley, 
wandering  about  the  mountainous 
niins  of  the  Baths   of  Caracalla, 
composed  Prometheus  Unhotmd. 

Thorwfddsen,  however,  had  to 
endure  much  before  he  reached  to 
an  equality  with  the  great  men  of 
his  times.  On  his  first  arrival  in 
Borne,  what  chiefly  struck  the 
people  to  whom  he  carried  intro- 
doctions  was  his  profound  igno- 
rance. One  of  his  kind  friends 
wrote  that  the  young  Dane  was  so 
ignorant  as  to  be  unqualified  to  re- 
ceive the  benefits  which  Biome 
oonld  offer.  The  aspiring  youth 
seems  to  have  commenced  his  stu- 
dies in  Rome  pretty  much  at  the 
point  at  which  they  had  left  off 
in  Copenhagen.  Having  from  the 
first,  as  we  have  seen,  addicted 
Inmself  to  the  antique,  he  natu- 
nlly  began  by  making  copies  from 
&e   master- works   in   the   Vati- 


can and  the  Capitol.  He  took 
the  studio  Flaxman  had  occupied  > 
he  lived  among  historic  traditions, 
and  fell  into  art  usages.  But  th^ 
lives  of  sculptors  in  Rome  repeat 
themselves.  Thus  Thorwaldsen  suf- 
fered the  fate  conunon  to  most 
artists  who  conle  to  Italy  to  seek 
fortune— he  fell  into  pecuniary  dif- 
ficulties. Also,  like  other  young 
sculptors,  he  commenced  by  model- 
ing a  figure  as  the  first  pledge  of 
his  abihty.  *  Have  you  seen  ThcM'- 
waldsen's  '*  Jason  ?"  '  was  then  the 
question  passed  on  from  studios 
to  caf6e,  just  as  now  the  talk 
may  be  about  the  first  effort  of 
some  travelling  student  from  the 
London  Academy.  Canova  was 
at  that  time  umpire  of  disputed 
merit ;  and  Canova  pronounced 
the  '  Jason '  *  new  in  style  and 
grand  in  manner.'  And  yet,  though 
a  seal  was  thus  set  on  the  sculptor's 
talent,  the  work  did  not  selL 
Driven  to  despair,  Thorwaldsen  de- 
termined to  return  to  Denmark. 
His  baggage  was  packed,  but  by 
chance,  when  he  was  about  to  start,  a 
flaw  appeared  in  his  passport.  Tho 
delay  of  a  day  was  the  making  of 
his  fortune  for  life.  Thomas  Hope, 
the  rich  English  patron,  entered 
the  young  sculptor's  studio,  and 
gave  a  commission  for  the  *  Jason ' 
on  the  spot.  From  that  moment 
Thorwaldsen  had  more  orders  than 
he  could  execute.  And  yet  the^ 
new  '  Jason '  was  little  more  than 
a  compilation  fix>m  the  old  Apollo. 

We  have  sometimes  in  Borao 
wondered  how  artists  who  scarcely 
knew  a  (Jreek  letter  by  sight,  who- 
could  barely  read  a  line  of  a  Latin 
author,  were  yet  living,  thinking,, 
and  working  in  the  spirit  of  classic 
art.  Bat  there  on  the  spot,  the  pas- 
sion for  the  antique  seems  conta- 
gious. Moreover,  one  of  the  most 
ready  means  of  access  to  the  thought 
of  classic  times  ia  through  antique- 
marbles.  John  Gibson  was  accus- 
tomed, in  the  Caff^  Greco,  to  lay 
down  the  doctrine  dogmatically  that 
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Phidias  and  others  received  inspi- 
ration from  the  Greek  philosophers 
and  poets..  So,  in  fisM^t,  it  has  been 
in  all  times.  The  artist,  with  cun- 
ning hand,  gives  embbdiment  to 
tlie  best  and  most  beautiftil  ideas 
whidi  float,  as  it  were,  in  the  at- 
mosphere of  his  time  and  country. 
Thorwaldsen  was  doubtless  in  great 
measure  the  product  of  his  age — 
an  age  which  did  not  call  new  forms 
out  of  the  great  storehouse  of  na- 
ture, but  revived  old  forms,  the 
wrecks  of  an  old  world,  treasured 
.  in  museums.  He  who  has  spent 
his  mornings  in  the  Vatican  or  on 
the  Capitol,  who  has  wandered 
through  the  streets  of  Pompeii,  or 
studied  for  days  among  antique 
remains  in  the  Neapolitan  Museum, 
will  understand  how  Thorwaldsen 
and  Gibson  became  imbued^-or 
shall  we  not  rather  say  inspired  ? — 
by  classic  art.  Moreover,  noinds  of 
artistic  intuition  take  fire  readily; 
they  pass  speedily  from  a  state  of 
torpor ;  an  electric  spark  leaps  from 
the  dead'  marble  to  the  living  brain, 
so  that  the  dead  and  the  living  have 
one  life,  and  the  old  Greek  speaks 
through  young  Dane  or  Englishman. 
Thorwaldsen  was  classic  because 
his  days  were  cast  in  the  midst  of 
a  classic  revival,  and  in  him  that 
revival  received  its  truest  exponent. 
Coming  from  Copenhagen  an  un- 
educated  youth,  in  Rome  he  grew 
into  the  greatest  sculptor  of  his 
times  ;  the  improvisatrice  Rosa 
Taddei,  declaiming  on  the  *  pro- 
gress of  ^sculptnre,'  won  applause 
when  she  exclaimed,  *  Si  c'est  en 
Danemark  que  Thorwaldsen  est  ne 
i  la  vie,  c'est  en  Italic  qu'il  est  ne 
h  Tart.'  During  a  long  sojourn  in 
Rome,  the  famous  sculptor  enjoyed 
intercourse  with  Niebuhr,  Bunsen, 
Canova,  Cornelius,  Horace  Vernet, 
Mendelssohn — in  short,  with  men 
of  all  parties  who  had  become  con- 
spicuous by  talent  and  position. 
Yet  though  tolerant  of  all,  he  was 
identified,  as  we  have  seen,  with 
vihe  dasffloiflts W«    hear    of  a 


friendly  company  assembled  at  the 
house  of  Bunsen,  close  by  the  Palen- 
tine  Hill.  It  was  midnight,  and 
the  planet '  Jupiter  sparkled  in  the 
sky  as  if  he  were  looking  down  on 
his  own  Tarpeian  rock.  We  were 
drinking  healths,'  writes  Niebuhr. 
*I  said  to  Thorwaldsen,  "Let  us 
drink  to  old  Jupiter."  "  With  my 
whole  heart,'*  Thorwaldsen  replied, 
in  a  voice  full  of  emotion.  Some 
were  startled.'  The  simple  Scan- 
dinavian scarcely  reidised  all  that 
might  be  implied ;  he  had  a  grand 
indifference  to  the  conflicting  claims 
of  the  gods ;  on  change  of  domicile 
he  easily  transferred  his  faith  from 
Odin  and  Thor  to  Jupiter  and 
Apollo. 

Lessing,  Winckelmann^  Mengs, 
Goethe,  even  Madame  de  Stael, 
helped  to  prepare  the  mind  of  Eu- 
rope for  that  classic  revival  which 
subsists — at  least,  in  the  art  of 
sculpture— down  to  our  own  days. 
Frederick  Schlegel,  one  of  the 
earliest  champions  of  that  opposing 
Gothic  and  Christian  movement 
which  has  changed  the  aspect  of 
architecture  and  painting  within 
the  present  century,  made  sculpture 
the  one  exception  to  his  teachings. 
The  German  critic  admits  that  the 
Greeks  in  the  plastic  arts  '  reached 
an  eminence  which  we  can  scarcely 
hope  to  equal,  much  less  surpass.' 
He  further  writes  that  a  chief  *  aim 
of  the  sculptor's  genius  appears  to 
be  to  represent  a  classical  figure  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  might  even 
be  taken  for  an  antique,  like  Thor- 
waldsen's  Mercury,  which  appears 
as  if  girded  with  a  sword  only  the 
more  imperatively  to  announce  to 
hundreds  of  modem  statues  their 
impending  and  inevitable  doom.'  In 
fulfilment  of  this  prophecy,  uttered 
in  1819,  we  may  say  that  tha  Meru 
cury  lives,  and  will  live,  while  it 
were  well  if  many .  marble  jgures, 
then  and  now  produced  by  the  ^oore, 
could  be  broken  up  to  mend  the 
roads.  Critics  a  century  ago^  da- 
voting  themselves  to  a  stciot  and 
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dose  Btndy  of  antique  art,  purged 
tiie  schools  of  Michael  Aj&gelo  and 
Bernini  from  mannered  grossness 
and  impertinent  fnToUtjp  Leasing^ 
in  the  '  Laocoon/  lays  down  the 
principleB  which  govern  the  purer 
styles  of  ThorwaldAen,  Flaxman^ 
Wyatt^  and  Gibson. 

The   Phidias    of  Denmark  was 
never  inspired  bj  the  spirit  of  Gothic 
art;  in  tiie  Thorwaldsen  Museum 
we  do  not   recall  a  figure  which 
speaks  in  the    strong    accents  of 
Scandinavia.     On  the  other  hand, 
» Jason,'    *  Venus,'    *The  Graces,' 
'Mercury,'    *  Adonis,'    and    *Love 
TriomphiBJkt,'    might    almost    pass 
for  works  of  the  time  of  Pericles, 
or  rather  perhaps  of  Hadrian.     It 
is  scarcely  needful,  even  in  these 
realistic  and  naturalistic  days,  to 
defend  a  sculptor  for  the  choice  of 
subjects  far  reilioved  from  actual 
life.    It  might  be  urged,  in  accord- 
ance with    the    teachings   of   the 
critics  we  have  named,  that  it  is  the 
fnnction  and  the  privilege  of  the 
ideal  sculptcur  to  raise  the   mind 
abo?etiie  level  of  conmion  nature. 
'Troe,'  wrote  Mrs.  Jameson,  'the 
gods  of  Hellas  have  paled  before  a 
diviner  light;    the    great  Pan  is 
dead.    But  we  have  all  some  ab- 
stract notions    of   power,   beauty, 
love,  joy,  song,  haunting  onr  minds 
and  iUaminating  the  realities  of  life; 
and  if  it  be  the  especiid  province  oif 
scnlpture    to    represent    these    in 
fimns,  where  shall  we  find  any  more 
perfect  and  intelligible  expression 
for  them  than  the  beautiful  imper- 
sonations the  Greeks  have  left  us  ? ' 
Goethe,  writing  from  Rome  ten 
years  before   the  arrival  of  Thor- 
waldsen, raises  the  question  which 
lies  at  the  root  of  all  ideal  scnlpture, 
a  question  aaked  again  and  again, 
both  by  critics  and  airtists,  how  the 
Greeks  *ev(dved  from  the  human 
ibrm  iheir  system  of  divine  types, 
which  is  so  perfect  and  complete 
tiiat  nei&er  any  leading  character 
^  an^  intermediate  cdiade  or  tran- 
fttum  is  waiitisgi.'     '  Eor  my  part»' 


writes  Gk>ethe,  '  I  cannot  withhold 
the    conjecture    that    the    Greeks 

Erooeeded  according  to  the  same 
iws  that  Nature  works  by,  and 
which  I  am  endeavouring  to  di&r 
cover.'  Raphael  had  somewhat  the 
same  thought  when,  after  deploring 
the  paucity  of  beautiful  women,  he 
says  that,  *to  paint  a  beautiful 
figure  he  must  see  others  more 
beautiful,  and  that  he  had  striven 
hard  to  attain  within  his  mind  a 
certain  ideal.'  Some  such  ideal^ 
either  latent  in  Nature  or  patent  in 
Greek  art,  was  the  constant  pursuit 
of  Thorwaldsen  and  of  Gibson. 
The  search  after  beauty  was  vrith 
both  the  main  purpose  of  long  and 
laborious  lives.  Gibson  started  with 
the  maxim  that  the  Greeks  were 
always  right ;  he  was  known  to  say 
that  in  commencing  a  figure  he 
asked  himself  what  the  Greeks 
would  under  the  circumstances  have 
done.  Thorwaldsen,  in  practice  at 
least)  conformed  to  the  same  prin- 
ciple. The  writer  once  heard  Gib* 
son  describe  his  method  when  at 
work  on  the  *  Bacchus.'  *  I  chose,' 
he  said,  '  three  of  the  finest  male 
models  in  Rome,  and  when  the 
figure  was  somewhat  advanced  a 
female  model  was  also  engaged, 
because  the  Greeks  usually  threw 
into  Bacchus  female  traits.'  This 
anecdote  indicates  that  Gibson, 
like  Goethe,  had  faith  in  high 
generic  types,  existent  not  only  in 
old  Greek  art,  but  in  living  nature. 
Gibson  would  not  admit  that  h& 
neglected  nature,  and  yet  it  may 
be  safely  affirmed  that  he  never 
went  to  nature  without  Phidiafi 
at  his  elbow.  That  Thorwaldsen 
worked  on  like  principles  may  be 
proved  by  his  procedure  when 
modelling  his  *  Venus.'  We  ane 
told  that  no  less  than  thirty  model3 
were  used  over  the  period  of  three 
years  devoted  to  this  faultiess  work. 
Thorwaldsen's  Venus  is  the  highest 
embodiment  of  the  Goddess  of 
Beauty  since  the  time  of  the  Greeks. 
Ca^ov^'s  Vq^QA  9i^^  Gibsqn's  Venus 
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are  inferior  works.  The  unison  of 
conception  is  complete — the  thirty 
models  are  blended  into  one  god- 
dess— a  figure  which  seems  not  the 
compilation  of  years,  but  the  in- 
stantduneons  issue  of  the  artist's 
brain.  Accidents  and  blemishes 
are  thrown  out ;  here,  in  short,  the 
generic  form  of  Greek  art  and  the 
typical  form  of  actual  nature  prove 
identical.  This  and  other  of  the 
sculptor's  ideal  figures  fulfil  the 
conditions  under  which  individual 
forms  may  assume  godlike  aspect. 
The  Greeks  said  Winckelmann  as- 
cended from  heroes  to  gods  *■  rather 
by  subtraction  than  by  addition; 
that  is  to  say,  by  the  gradual  al;>- 
Btraction  of  all  those  parts  which 
even  in  nature  are  sharply  and 
strongly  expressed  until  the  shape 
becomes  refined  to  su-sh  a  degree, 
that  only  the  spirit  within  appears 
to  have  brought  the  outward  form 
into  being.' 

In  the  study  of  past  or  of  contem- 
porary art,  it  adds  lively  personal 
interest  to  learn  how  a  sculptor  or 
painter  catches  his  ideas,  and  in  what 
way  he  works  from  a  primal  con- 
ception to  an  ultimate  conclusion. 
Anecdotes  are  told  which  show 
how  Thorwaldsen  got  at  his  sub- 
jects, and  how  he  matured  his  treat- 
ments. Sometimes  he  worked  from 
the  antique,  and  made  living  nature 
subordinate  and  accessory ;  but  oc- 
casionally nature  came  to  him  di- 
rect and  almost  unasked;  also,  at 
rare  intervals  art  conceptions  flashed 
across  his  imagination,  and  the 
ideas,  when  once  conceived,  were 
thrown  speedily  into  clay.  Thus 
it  is  related,  how  that  felicitous 
composition  which  obtains  popular 
currency  throughout  Europe,  the 
bas-relief  of  *  Night,'  was  conceived 
in  sleepless  hours  and  modelled  in 
the  morning.  In  this  instance,  at 
all  events,  speed  involved  no  imma- 
turity. Thorwaldsen  beyond  doubt 
was  overtaxed;  he  took  commis- 
sions wholesale,  as  a  manu&cturer 
rather  than  as   an    artist.     Still 


genius  it  is  hard  to  extinguish,  es- 
pecially when  access  to  nature  is 
not  cut  off.  Thorwaldsen,  too,  had 
acquired  the  wholesome  habit  of 
revising  his  sketches  and  of  matur- 
ing his  compositions;  he  placed 
himself  in  the  position  of  a  severe 
critic  on  his  own  creations ;  a  figure 
he  did  not  like  he  would  destroy ; 
or  else  would  go  on  working  till  in 
good  degree  he  approached  his  ideal. 
His  resources  and  expedients,  as 
usually  happens  with  men  highly 
endowed,  were  many ;  his  modes  of 
procedure  changed  with  the  occasion ; 
m  advanced  life,  when  with  dimi- 
nished power  he  became  oppressed 
by  commissions,  at  the  time  in  fact 
when  with  impartial  indifference 
were  modelled  Hercules  and  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  he  fell  into  me- 
chanical and  routine  methods. 
Such  is  the  usual  fate  of  artists, 
who,  having  been  tried  in  the 
school  of  adversity,  forsake,  when 
success  comes,  the  narrow  way  for 
that  broad  road  which  leads 
through  prosperity  to  destruction. 
But  Thorwaldsen  in  his  young,*  ar- 
dent, and  truth-seeking  days,  show- 
ed himself,  as  we  have  seen,  at  once 
the  severe  student  of  the  antique 
and  the  simple  child  of  nature. 
Accordingly  he  was  found  humble, 
cautious,  addicted  to  self-examina- 
tion. Even  when,  in  advanced 
years,  ho »  made  studies  for  the 
Christ  now  in  the  Frauen  Kirchor 
Copenhagen,  his  conscience  would 
not  allow  him  to  shirk  duty.  Gib- 
son, who  of  all  the  men  we  have 
known  was  the  most  deliberate,  he 
touched,  retouched,  and  finished 
almost  to  a  fault.  On  the  other 
hand,  Crawford  and  some  other 
American  sculptors  sketched  as 
rapidly  and  carelessly  in  the  claj^ 
as  artists  draw  in  pencil,  or  with  pen 
for  an  illustrated  newspaper.  Thor- 
waldsen in  some  measure  reconciled 
the  two  extremes,  he  was  swift  or 
slow  according  to  the  mood  or  the 
occasion.  His  Christ  is  scarcely 
less  carefully  thought  out  than  the 
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eentral  head  in  Leonardo's  '  Last 
Sopper.'  Like  the  Christ  in  Hoi-' 
man  Hunt's  *  Finding  ia  the  Tem- 
ple/ it  wafl  studied  at  first  without 
dni^>ei7,  and  yet  the  action,  which 
is  admitted  to  be  fine  and  felicitous, 
flashed  upon  the  artist  in  a  mo- 
ment It  is  related  that  on  a  cer- 
tain evening  as  Thorwaldsen  was 
leftTing  his  studio  with  a  friend  he 
soddedj  arrested  his  steps,  placed 
himself  in  front  of  the  Christ,  and 
there  remained  without  uttering  a 
word.  One  arm  as  modelled  in  the 
daj  was  raised,  the  other  extended. 
Soddenlj  the  artist  advanced  with 
firm  step,  as  when  a  person  has 
come  to  a  strong  resolve.  Thor- 
waldsen seized  the  two  arms,  and 
bj  an  energetic  movement  brought 
down  both  equally;  he  then  re- 
treated four  or  five  steps,  and  ex- 
clumed,  *See,  that  is  my  Christ; 
there  it  is,  and  so  it  shall  remain.' 

Oar  sculptor  in  his  work  showed 
much  versatility.  The  Thorwaldsen 
Moseam,  Gopenhi^n,  proves  him  a 
man  proUfic,  ready  in  resource,  va- 
ried in  style.  The  subjects  range 
fiommythologic  to  naturalistic,  and 
thence  to  spiritual  or  Christian. 
The  treatments  in  like  manner 
oomprise  the  classic,  the  poetic,  and 
the  picturesque.  As  a  portrait 
ficnlptor,  Thorwaldsen  was  not  al- 
ways successful ;  indeed  the  figure 
of  Lord  Byron  which  ultimately 
finds  a  restmg-pliice  at  Cambridge, 
is  nofcoriously  a  failure.  His  lord- 
ship, it  is  said,  at  once  affected  a 
strange  aspect;  'Keep  yourself 
tranquil,'  exclaimed  Thorwaldsen, 
^praj  do  not  assume  an  expression 
90  desolate.'  ^That  aspect,'  replied 
Byron,  *  is  habitual  to  my  features.' 
Byron  never  Uked  the  head  because 
it  did  injustice  to  his  melancholy. 
The  plaster  cast  for  the  Byron 
«tatne  now  in  Copenhagen  is  very 
hadly  modelled,  the  style  of  execu- 
tion is  common.  Mrs.  Jameson 
denounces  the  work  as  'feeble, 
almost  i^oble,  and  without  like- 
ness Qg  character.*     The  monument 


to  Schiller  is  scarcely  more  success- 
ful ;  the  figure  is  wooden  and  stolid, 
and  without  play  or  movement. 
The  sculptor's  heads,  though  strong- 
ly pronounced,  are  often  hard,  they 
lack  the  softness  of  flesh;  his  hands, 
however,  seldom  fail  in  form,  action, 
or  expression.  Fortunately  there 
are  portrait-statues  which  redeem 
the  artist's  credit.  Pius  VII.  for 
example  is  earnest,  quiet,  impres- 
sive. The  monument  lo  Gutenberg 
assumes  an  aspect  more  pictur- 
esque; the  figure  has  strong  indi- 
viduality ;  the  costume,  freed  from 
academic  affectation,  corresponds  to 
the  dress  of  the  times ;  the  whole 
treatment  is  broad,  and  yet  in 
parts  sufficiently  detailed.  With 
like  vigour  and  fidelity  did  the 
sculptor  throw  off  his  own  figure, 
chisel  and  mallet  in  hand.  In  look- 
ing at  this  stalwart  frame,  grand 
in  coronal  development,  broad  in 
shoulders,  massive  and  strong,  we 
seem  for  once  to  recognise  Thor- 
waldsen as  of  the  old  Scandinavian 
stock  ;  it  is  said,  indeed,  that  in  bis 
veins  flowed  the  fiery  blood  of  the 
sea-kings ;  certainly  his  head  and 
frame  are  as  little  Italian  as  Albert 
Durer's.  Again,  for  an  equestrian 
statue,  Thorwaldsen  has  few  rivals — 
that  of  Prince  Poniato wsky  possesses 
dignity,  repose,  power.  The  essen- 
tial simplicity  of  the  artist's  style 
was  indeed  seldom  marred  by  afl'ec- 
tation;  the  forms,  if  overmuch 
generalised,  are  not  forced  from 
nature's  quiet  mean.  Maximilian 
I.  in  Munich  is,  with  the  exception 
of  Peter  the  Great  in  St.  Peters- 
burg, the  finest  equestrian  statue 
set  up  in  Europe  in  modem  times  ; 
it  has  more  fire  and  movement  than 
.Chantrey's  e&gj  of  George  IV.  in 
Trafalgar  Square,  more  simplicity 
and  fidelity  than  Marochetti's  Carlo 
Alberto  in  Turin. 

Thorwaldsen,  like  GKbson,  proved 
himself  the  true  artist  by  living  in 
and  for  his  art.  Human  life,  ge- 
neral society,  even  incidents  in  the 
public  streets,  all  ministered  to  art. 
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The  writer  used  to  notice  with  what 
avidiiy  Gibson  seized  on  everything 
that  could  be  thrown  into  a  statue 
or  bas-relief;  he  remembers  one 
morning  on  the  way  from  the  Caffe 
Greco  to  the  studio,  how  the  sculp- 
tor  turned  round  and  watched  out 
of  sight  a  pair  of  noble  horses  in 
high  action.  Such  swift  movement 
Gibson  gave  to  the  well-known 
bas-reliefs  of  *  Phaeton '  and  '  The 
Hours.'  The  writer  also  recalls 
an  eveniug  in  Gibson's  rooms,  Miss 
Hosmer  and  Mr.  Penry  Williams 
being  of  the  small  company  assem- 
bled to  look  through  the  sculptor's 
sketch-books,  which  gave  abundant 
proof  that  it  had  been  Gibson's 
habit  to  note  down,  with  a  hand 
graceful  and  delicate  as  Flagman's, 
any  incidents  in  daily  life  which 
might  serve  for  transfer  to  marble. 
The  Thorwaldson  Museum  bears 
witness  that  the  prolific  Dane  was 
scarcely  less  observant  of  passing 
events.  Raphael  it  is  said  took  up 
the  head  of  a  cask,  as  the  readiest 
material  at  hand  for  an  impromptu 
sketch  of  a  mother  and  child  seated 
by  the  wayside ;  and  thus  originated 
the  circular  picture  known  as  *  La 
Seggiola.'  In  like  manner  Thor- 
waldsen  took  advantage  of  a  pictur- 
esque figure  seated  in  the  Corso ; 
he  sketched  on  the  spot  the  happy 
action  which  is  reproduced  in  his 
famous  'Mercury.*  Another  of  his 
most  charming  conceptions,  *The 
Young  Shepherd,'  was  suggested 
by  the  momentary  attitude  of  a 
young  shepherd  of  the  Campagna. 
The  writer  remembers,  in  Florence, 
to  have  conversed  with  Mr.  Power, 
then  made  famous  by  *  The  Greek 
Slave,'  on  the  difficulty  in  these 
latter  days,  when  so  much  has  been 
attempted  both  by  ancients  and 
modems,  of  finding  for  a  figure  a 
new  attitude.  *  The  Mercury '  and 
*The  Young  Shepherd'  have  the 
unusual  merit  of  being  in  motive 
altogether  novel.  They  wear  the 
ease  and  the  freshness  of  nature, 
and  yet,  be  it  observed,  the  art 


birOught  to  bear  has  raised  the  com-i 
positions  above  the  level  of  oommooi 
nature.  Of  the  *  Mercury'  Mrs  J 
Jameson  says,  *  Nothing  can  excee4 
the  quiet  grace  of  the  attitude,  and 
the  youth  fill,  god-like  beauty  of  the 
form.!  The  sculptor  has  imbued  a 
fine  type  in  nature  with  the  Bpirit 
of  the  antique :  the  figure,  in  fact, 
bears  out  the  remark  of  Goethe 
already  quoted,  that  the  Greeks 
worked  by  the  laws  whereby  Nature 
works.  Such  laws  partake  of  the 
eternal  and  the  immutable,  hence 
high  creations  in  art  pertain  not  to 
the  present  or  to  the  past  only,  hut 
to  all  time. 

Thorwaldsen  eventually  became 
so  confident  of  his  power,  so  con- 
firmed in  his  method,  so  certain 
of  his  result,  as  to  work  without 
nature.  The  reader  may  be  shocked 
to  learn  that  when  in  1819  the 
dying  Lion,  since  cut  in  the  living 
rock  at  Lucerne,  was  modelled,  the 
sculptor  had  never  seen  a  lion. 
Thorwaldsen  took  his  lion  not  from 
nature,  but  from  antique  marbles ; 
the  proceeding  is  wholly  indefen- 
sible, yet  the  result  turned  out  well, 
and  the  reason  has  been  already 
indicated.  The  Greeks  worked  as 
Nature  works.  The  Greeks,  as  Gib- 
son used  to  say,  are  always  right ; 
right  not  invariably  as  to  matters 
of  fact  or  of  detail,  but,  what  is  more 
to  the  purpose,  right  in  art  treat- 
ment. In  Lucerne  we  have  always 
been  disappointed  with  the  colossal 
monarch  of  the  forest:  the  Swiss 
artist  who  executed  the  work  spoilt 
the  design.  The  other  day  when 
the  writer  came  upon  the  original 
raodol  in  Copenhagen  he  was 
amazed  at  its  grandeur.  The  agony 
of  the  wounded  beast  is  not  pushed 
beyond  the  moderation  imposed 
upon  art.  Thorwaldsen,  though 
perhaps  not  so  much  ashamed  as 
he  ought  to  have  been  when  he 
evolved  a  hon  out  of  his  inner 
consciousness,  eagerly  repaired  his 
want  of  knowledge  on  the  first  op- 
portunity.    Lions  came  to  Rome, 
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I  and  lie  made  their  personal  acqnain- 
jtance.  In  the  jear  1831  he  mo- 
delled *  Love  on  the  Lion.*  He  had 
.'  a  pretty,  playful,  and  pictorial  way 
'  of  composing  animals  with  figures, 
'  thongli  none  of  his  groups  have 
attracted  equal  attention  with  Dan- 
J  neker's  'Ariadne  on  the  Panther,' 
!  known  in  Frankfoi't  to  all  tra- 
i  Tellers. 

On    the   arrival    of   the   ^gina 
Marbles  in  Italy,  the  Danish  sculp- 
j   tor,  as  the  best  authority  on  classic 
art,   was    entrusted  with  their  re- 
sknratioiu     A  large  plot  of  ground 
near  the  Corso  had  been  rented,  so 
that  thle  figures  might  be  arranged 
in  the  order  in  which  they  originally 
stood  in  the  pediments.    The  whole 
task  occupied  a  year.  These  marbles, 
severe   and    sometimes   archaic  in 
style,  were  not  without  influence 
on   Thorwaldsen.     The  Caryatides 
near    the    King's    throne,   in   the 
palace  of  Christiansborg,  are  after 
the  ^gina  manner ;  and  how  strict- 
ly the  modem  Danish  sculptor  was 
^le  to  adapt  himself  to  a  Phidian 
or  pre-Phidian  art,  is  known  by  the 
faultless  restoration  of  the   Greek 
Caryatid  in  the  Nuovo  Braccio  of 
the  Vatican,     Between  ihis  severe 
kind  of  work  and  the  romantic  style 
dominant  in  the  *  Graces '  and  the 
*  Venus,'  there  is  as  wide  an  inter- 
val as  between  Phidias  and  Canova. 
In  fact,   at  certain  moments    the 
vigorous  Dane  sought  to  emulate 
the  emasculate  Venetian.     Fortu- 
nately,  his  innate  strength  saved 
him  firom  servitude  to  a  contempo- 
rary who  must  ever  rank  as  his 
inferior — at  least  in  manliness,  sin- 
eenty,  and  simplicity.     It    is  the 
distinetion,  in  fact,  of  Thorwaldsen 
that  he  stood  aloof  from  the  graceful 
bat  debilitated  romanticism  which 
has    proved    the  bane  of  modern 
IteHan    schools   and  their  several 
derivatives     throughout     Europe. 
He  thus  occupies  a  position  differing 
from,  if  not  superior  to,  that   of 
Schwani^ialer,   of  Pradier,  and  of 
Wyatt.  And  yet  he  passes  occasion- 


ally from  treatments  strictly  classic 
to  styles  picturesque  .and  naturalis- 
tic. In  fact,  when  modelling  that 
charming  little  bas-relief,  '  Cupid 
Mending  Nets,'  he  absolutely  de- 
scends into  genre.  After  the  same 
style  must  also  be  accounted  *  Th^ 
Sale  of  Cupids,'  borrowed  from  a 
well-known  wall-painting  discovered 
in  Pompeii. 

Thorwaldsen  was  fearless ;  he 
never  hesitated  or  halted  half-way. 
Thus,  in  the  vexed  question  of 
modem  costume,  he  sought  for  no 
compromise.  Occasionally,  how- 
ever, he  allowed  himself  a.  classic 
subterfuge,  as  in  the  figure  of  Schil- 
ler. But  mostly  he  took  a  matter- 
of-fact  and  common-sense  view  of 
portrait  sculpture.  Gibson,  on  the 
contrary,  was  so  committed  to  un- 
compromising classicism,  that  he 
has  been  known. to  justify  the  use 
of  antique  costume  by  appeal  to 
one  of  his  failures,  the  portrait 
statue  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  in  West- 
minster Abbey.  The  writer  remem- 
bers the  verbal  account  given  by 
his  friend  of  an  interview  with  the 
committee  who  sat  in  judgment  on 
the  figure:  *!  have  made,'  said 
Gibson,  *  the  head  the  best  possible 
likeness  of  the  man ;  but  I  cannot 
adopt  the  modem  costume.  Astates- 
man  should  be  robed  as  an  ancient 
Greek.*  But  Thorwaldsen,  in  the 
figure  of  Gutenberg,  as  well  as  in 
his  own  portrait  statue,  adopted, 
without  compromise  or  subterfuge, 
the  actual  dress  of  the  day.  It  must 
be  confessed  that  more  is  thus 
gained  than  is  lost.  Indeed,  in  a 
portrait  statue,  ideality  must  be 
accounted  a  mistake.;  what  is  wanted 
is  not  ideality,  but  character  and 
individuality.  On  the  other  hand, 
in  mythological,  allegorical,  and 
poetic  subjects,  classic  costume  is 
appropriate.  Thorwaldsen  was  con- 
vinced of  this  obvious  distinction, 
and  adapted  his  practice  accord- 
ingly. 

This  versatile  Dane  had  yet 
another  development  in  the  dim;- 
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tion  of  bas-relief.     We  have  seen 
that  his  first  entrance  into  art  was 
by  way  of  translation  of  pictores 
into  carviugs  in  wood.     We  also 
know  that  throaghont  Scandinavia 
there  existed  firom  th^  olden  time  a 
school  of  surface  decoration  which, 
though    rarely    extending    beyond 
grotesque   dragons  and  floral  and 
foliate  arabesques,  had  attained  to 
a  true  art  treatment.    Somehow,  at 
kny  rate,  it  happened  that  Thor- 
waldsen  contracted  a  passion  for 
bas-relief — a  habit  cultivated    in 
common  with  the   greatest  of  his 
contemporaries,  John  Gibson.    But, 
again,  in  this  department,  we  are 
compelled  to  temper    praise  with 
blame.     The  Dane,  brought  up  in 
the  ways  of  a  wood-carver  in  the 
Dockyard   of  Copenhagen,    found 
it  by  no  means  easy  to  throw  off 
the  manufacturing  habit  once  con- 
tracted. Thus  he  turned  out  whole- 
sale to  order  *The  Triumph  of  Alex- 
ander'  in  the  space  of  three  months, 
a  composition  which,  though  sub- 
sequently revised,  still  retains,  even 
in  the  marble  frieze,  as  seen  by  the 
writer  last  summer  in  the  palace  of 
Christiansborg,  not  a  few  crudities 
and  solecisms.     In  the  Museum  of 
Copenhagen  the  number  of  these 
pictures  in  marble  is  amazing .  Some 
may  fall  below   criticism,  yet  the 
average  merit  is  high.     As  usual, 
the  styles  are  varied;    they  pass 
from  the  classic  to  the  romantic, 
and    thence    to     the     naturalistic 
-down  into  genre.     Little   short  of 
perfect  are  'Alexander  induced  by 
Thais  to  bum  Persepolis,'  *  Cupid 
and  Ba<5chus,'  *  Cupid  and  Psyche/ 
*  Love  Caressing  a  Swan,'  and,  last 
but  not  least,  that  most  popular  of 
bas-reliefs,  *  The  Night.'   The  claims 
of    Thorwaldsen    as    a    Christian 
sculptor  may  be  best  considered  on 
his  return  to  Copenhagen. 

Thorwaldsen's  generosity,  like 
Oibson's,  expandied  chiefly  within 
the  sphere  of  his  art.  He  spent  a 
ijonsiderable  sum  on  the  pictures 
and    classic     remains     which     he 


bestowed  on  his  native  city ;  and 
his  time,  even  when  most  pressed 
with  work,  was  placed  at  the  ser- 
vice of  young  artists  who  could  profit 
by  his  counsel.  Gibson  pays  to  his 
senior  in  the  profession  the  following 
tribute : — 

It  is  time  for  me  to  acknowledge  the 
great  obligations  I  owe  to  the  late  Cava- 
liere  Thorwaldsen.  He,  like  Cftnova,  was 
roost  generous  in  his  kindness  to  young 
artists,  yisitiog  all  who  requested  his  ad- 
vice. I  profited  greatly  by  the  knowledge 
which  this  splendid  sculptor  had  of  his 
art.  On  erery  occasion  when  I  was  modelling 
a  new  work  he  came  to  me,  and  corrected 
whatever  he  thought  amiss.  I  also  often 
went  tx>  his  studio  and  contemplated  his 
glorious  works,  always  in  the  noblest  style, 
full  of  pure  and  severe  simplicity.  His 
studio  was  a  safe  school  for  the  young,  and 
was  the  resort  of  artists  and  lovers  of  art 
from  all  nations.  The  old  man's  person 
can  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who  saw 
him.  Tall  and  strong:  he  never  lost  a 
tooth  in  his  life :  he  was  most  venerable- 
looking.  His  kind  countenance  was  marked 
with  hard  thinking,  his  eyes  were  grey,  and 
his  white  locks  lay  upon  his  broad  shoulders. 
At  great  assemblies  his  breast  was  covered 
with  orders. 

Gibson,  under  the  date  of  De- 
cember 4,  1 84 1,  again  writes : — 

On  Sunday  morning  I  went  to  Thor- 
waldsen, not  having  seen  him  for  weeks. 
He  was  ill.  After  waiting  a  little  I  was 
told  by  the  maid  to  proceed  on.  I  bad 
never  seen  a  maid-servant  there  before,  and 
us  I  went  through  the  rooms,  I  observed 
order  and  cleanliness  which  were  equally 
as  strange.  The  Baroness  von  Stampe 
met  me— Thorwaldsen's  countrywoman — 
who  had  come  from  Copenhagen  with  him. 
She  conducted  me  to  his  bedroom,  where 
she  sat  at  her  needlework.  *  Ha !  I  am  so 
so  glad  to  see  you,'  said  he,  giving  me  both 
hands.  Nothing  could  be  more  benign.  We 
sat  down,  thi«e  together — the  Baroness, 
the  old  Cavaliere,  ai3  myself.  There  waa 
not  only  reform  in  aU  the  rooms,  but  the 
old  man  himself  was  made  new.  A  new 
green  velvet  cap,  beautifully  worked  and 
ornamented — a  superb  dressing-gown — 
Turkish  slippers — his  large  person— strong 
deep  expression — his  silvery  hair — his 
glittering  gold  earrings— he  looked  like  a 
grandee  of  Persia ;  no  longer  the  careles.^, 
clay-l^daubed  Thorwaldsen  in  the  midst  of 
confusion.  What  meddling  creatures  wo- 
men are!  thought  I.    *  Gibson/  said  he, 
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'Itm  31,  and  tbme  doctors  toiment  mj 
lifooot.  H«re  is  a  blister  on  my  breast, 
tod  0B6  on  mj  arm,  yon  see.  I  hare  no 
patienoe  with  them.  lUnees  is  come  now 
npoo  me.  Ha !  it  is  old  age !'  He  dropped 
hu  bead,  closed  his  fist,  compressed  nis 
lips,  and  there  was  a  dead  silence. 

Thorwaldsen  was  then  aged  71, 
and  had  bat  two  more  years  to 
live.  Gibson  had  reached  the  age 
of  50.  Canova  had  been  dead  20 
years. 

A  comparison  saggested  more 
than  once  in  the  preceding  pages 
between  Thorwaldsen  and  Gibson 
may  he  made  in  a  few  words.  The 
style  of  each,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
strictly  based  on  the  classic,  yet 
with  a  difference.  Gibson  was, 
aniong  all  the  men  whom  the 
writer  has  known,  distingaished  by 
singleness  of  aim ;  he  set  before 
bim  an  ideal  whiidi  conld  only  be 
approached  slowly,  reverently.  The 
patient  persistence  with  which  he 
matured  a  conception  and  perfected 
a  figure  is  almost  without  parallel. 
WiSi  singular  strength  of  will, 
even  with  obstinacy,  he  pnrsned  the 
one  mission  of  his  life — ^that  of  re- 
viving Greek  art  in  its  pnrity, 
beauty,  and  perfection.  The  me- 
mory of  this  true  artist  is  dear  to 
the  writer.  Pursuing  the  compari- 
son between  the  two  contempora- 
ries, it  may  be  said  that  Thorwald- 
Eeu  carried  out  a  conception  with 
less  singleness  of  aim,  with  less 
consistency,  with  less  strictness  in 
the  elimination  of  foreign  elements 
and  conflicting  accidents.  In  the 
generalising  fieioulty  he  was  the  in- 
ferior, just  as  in  the  individualising 
power  he  was  the  superior.  Gibson 
was  more  of  the  Greek,  Thorwaldsen 
more  of  the  Teuton.  The  Dane,  as 
we  have  seen,  was  prolific  in  crea- 
tion; he  had  the  versatility  and 
universality  which  attach  to  genius. 
On  the  whole  it  is  hard  to  pronounce 
eitiher  sculptor  superior  or  inferior 
to  the  other ;  each  was  strong  in 
turns  and  in  his  own  way.  Thus 
Gibson*s     Cupid    is    superior    to 
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Thorwaldsen*s  Cupid  ;  on  the  other 
hand  Thorwaldsen's  Venus  ie  su- 
perior to  Gibson's  Venus.  The 
Hunter  of  the  one  and  the  Mercury 
of  the  oilier  have  about  equal  rank. 
Passing  to  the  sphere  of  Christian 
sculpture,  there  is  little  to  choose 
between  the  two  masters.  With 
indifference  to  creeds,  and  under 
the  one  endeavour  to  attain  a  beauty 
without  taint,  and  a  truth  without 
alloy,  were  approached  in  impartial 
spirit,  Jehovidi  and  Jupiter,  the 
Christian  Christ  and  the  Pagan 
Apollo.  One  day  a  lady  entered 
the  Welshman's  studio  when  a 
Christian  bas-relief  was  on  view. 
*  You  see,  madam,'  said  Gibson,  *  I 
can  do  justice  to  a  Christian  sub- 
ject, though  I  do  not  go  to  church.' 
In  hke  manner  Thorwaldsen  when 
asked  how  he,  as  an  indifferentist, 
could  expect  to  succeed  in  Christian 
art,  replied :  '  Have  I  not  modelled 
the  gods  of  Ghreece  ?  and  yet  I  do 
not  believe  in  them.'  But  the  final 
verdict  is  that  Gibson  and  Thor- 
waldsen are  not  at  their  best,  nor 
within  their  appro]^riate  sphere, 
when  they  essi^  Christian  art. 

The  styles  of  Thorwaldsen  and  of 
Canovalie  almost  too  widely  dis- 
severed to  admit  of  comparison. 
The  art  of  Canova  may  be  said  to 
resemble  modem  Italmn  melodies, 
the  music  of  Bellini  or  Verdi  ;  his 
figures  dance  on  tiptoe,  his  dra- 
peries float  lightly  to  the  graceM 
movement  of  swelling  limbs,  his 
execution  is  soft,  his  sentiment  ro- 
mantic to  extreme.  The  style  of 
Thorwaldsen  is  comparatively  harsh, 
even  his  *  Graces  *  lack  grace,  his 
lines  of  composition  are  sometimes 
unrhythmical,  his  execution  is  dis- 
tinguished by  vigour  rather  than 
by  delicacy. 

The  writer  knew  Rome  when 
Gibson  was  the  last  survivor  of  an 
illustrious  company :  Canova,  Thor- 
waldsen, Wyatt,  had  been  taken 
away,  Gibson  alone  remained,  and 
to  mm  seemed  committed  the  old 
traditions,  which    to  the  last   he 
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guarded  fiuiJifiilly.  Wil^  slow,  fiim 
Toite  he  was  aocastbmed  to  insist 
dik  the  absolute  perfection  of  Greek, 
a^  and  in  listening  to  his  earnest 
teaiching  the  mind  reverted  to  the 
day  when  Thorwaldsen  was  ani- 
mated by  a  like  &ith.  Thorwaldsen, 
it  is  BsAdy  used  to  walk  through  the 
Vatican  as  one  lost  in  reverie;  pre- 
sent time  was  not,  the  historic  past 
became  to  him  present.  Had  Thor- 
waldsen and  Gibson  not  forsaken 
iheir  native  lands,  iheir  art  pro- 
liably  would  never  have  command- 
.«d  the  attention  of  Europe.  They 
both  loved  Rome ;  they  could  not 
be  induced  to  live  or  labour  else- 
where. Thorwal^n  and  Gibson 
became  such  fixtures  in  Rome]  as 
to  be  ahnost  immovable  bodily  or 
mentally. 

Thorwaldsen  visited  his  native 
city  more  than  once.  He  had  left 
Oopenhi^en  in  poverty  and  obscu- 
rity—he returned  crowned  with 
honours.  On  re-entering  the  city 
of  his  birth  he  was  fSted;  the 
horses  were  taken  from  his  car- 
riage; subsequently  he  was  ap- 
pointed Councillor  of  State;  the 
Oourt  made  things  pleasant  for  him. 
Still  he  seems  never  to  have  been 
quite  comfortable  while  severed 
from  his  associations  in  Italy.  His 
better  half  was  left  behind  so 
long  to  his  works  and  other  roha 
remained  in  Bdme.  Thorwaldsen 
returned  once  more  to  Italy,  but  at 
length  a  frigate  sent  by  the  Danish 
Government  carried  tiie  sculptor 
with  all  his  belongings  to  the  city 
which,  his  cradle  once,  was  soon  to 
be  his  grave.  Copenhagen  honours 
'Thorwaldsen's  genius.  The  roval 
palace  of  Christiansborg,  which  nas 
:an  extent  and  magnificence  more  in 
keeping  with  a  first-rate  power 
than  with  a  diminutive  kingdom, 
is  proud  in  the  possession  of  the 
famous  bas-relief  '  The  Triumph  of 
Alexander ; '  the  Frauen  Eirche,  by 
the  presence  of  ^Christ  and  the 
Twelve  Apostles,'  has  become  a 
place  of  pilgrimi^;  while  the  Thor- 


waldsen Museum  stands  as  Hie 
most  impressive  memorial  erected 
to  any  one  man  in  moderm  times. 

The  Thorwaldsen  Museum  is  aU 
most  too  well  known  to  need 
lengthened  description.  The  strao- 
ture  raised  by  the  commune  of 
Copenhagen  with  the  aid  of  publio 
subscription,  is  solid  and  sombre  as 
best  befits  a  sculpture  gallery,  and 
it  is  fitly  made  massive  and  shsr- 
dowy  as  an  Etruscan  sepulchre,  for 
the  coiirt-yard  in  the  centre  holds 
the  ashes  of  the  sculptor.  The 
design  both  inside  and  outside  is, 
like  the  majority  of  the  public  build- 
ings in  Copenhagen,  heavy,  unin- 
viting, and  common-place.  Yet 
the  interior  has  the  one  merit  of 
showing  sculpture  to  advantage ; 
the  wdls  coloured  deep  maroon 
throw  into  relief  the  plaster  or 
marble  of  the  figure,  and  the  floors 
laid  with  a  rough  geometric  mosaic 
comport  well  with  the  plain  and 
substantial  character  of  the  struc- 
ture. The  Museum  as  a  whole  is 
well  arranged ;  indeed  the  Danes 
have  a  facmty  for  organisation  ;  in 
no  city  are  art  treasures  better  dis- 
posed or  systematised  than  in 
Copenhagen,  Thorwaldsen  during 
his  lifetime  was  consulted  by  the 
Government  on  these  matters,  and 
especially  as  to  the  best  means  of 
difiusing  taste  among  the  people. 
As  to  the  Museum,  the  Uovem- 
ment  of  late  years,  though  actua- 
ted by  the  best  intentions,  have 
fallen  into  error.  Commissions 
are.  from  time  to  time  given  to  ill- 
tlrained  and  necessitous  artists  to 
execute  in  marble  '  figures  whicli 
Thorwaldsen  beoueathed  to  his 
country  only  in  plaster,  hence  the 
vigorous  Dane  has  been  made  re- 
sponsible for  much  impotent  hand- 
ling. Accordingly,.  French  sculp- 
tors, when  they  visit  Copenhagen, 
ask  wheilier  this  weak,  awkward 
manipulation  can  be  the  work  of 
Thorwaldsen. 

The  Thorwaldsen  Museum  is  in 
more  senses  than  one  the  creation 
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cfHiorwaldsenliimaelf.  The  build* 
iBg  was  oommenoed  in  his  lifti« 
ima\  he  manifested  personal  in« 
terest  in  £bs  progresst,  and  he  made 
sore  the  beqnest  to  his  country  of 
hia  models  and  art  collections.  It 
is  related  how  Thorwaldsen,  on 
reaching  Copenhagen  in  1841,  im- 
mediatelj  repaired  to  the  boilding, 
hoir  he  ran  through  the  chamb^ 
with  enthnsiaam  till  he  reached  the 
ceakal  conrt,  where  he  arrested 
his  steps  suddenly.  Standing  on 
the  spot  which  was  soon  to  be 
ha  sepulchre,  he  bent  down  his 
bead  and  remained  for  some  mo- 
ments in  silent  meditation.  Speedily, 
luiwe^er,  the  soul  of  the  artist  re- 
Tired  within  him ;  he  lived  once 
more  in  the  midst  of  his  works. 
AM  BOW  Thorwaldsen  is  gone,  these 
his  creations  abide.  The  visitor 
enters  as  it  were  a  populous  soli- 
tade,  he  is  in  the  presence  of  an 
aognat  assembly,  and  in  the  silence 
of  the  cool  sepulchral  chambers 
these  solemn  figures  seem  to  speak ; 
they  tell  of  a  life  of  lofty  aim,  of 
imysp>^ng  effort,  of  a  labour  that 
never  relented,  of  a  steadfastness  of 
purpose  that  seldom  fell  short  of  the 
goaL  The  writer  has  known  the 
studios  or  the  collected  works  of 
Tenerani,  Gribson,  and  Wyatt  in 
Bome;  of  Schwanthalor  in  Munidi; 
of  Banch  in  Berlin,  of  Chantrey  in 
Oxford;  but.  as  a  memorial  to  a 
derotod,  laborious  life,  the  Thor- 
waldsen Museum  in  Copenhagen 
transoends  all  parallel  collections. 

The  Franen  Kirche,  like  the  Mu- 
seum, is  in  architectural  keeping 
inQx  the  scxdpture  it  enshrmes. 
Thorwaldsen  after  the  fire  which 
destroyed  the  old  structure  was 
coQsnlted  as  to  the  design  for  the 
new  church.  He  suggested  that 
the  figures  and  bas-reli^  through- 
out should  embody  in  a  connected 
series  the  life  of  dhrist.  The  idea 
has  been  consistently  and  impres- 
arely  carried  out ;  on  either  side  of 
tlttuave  stand  the  Twelve  Apostles, 
and  at  the  communion  table  Christ, 


with  outstretched  arms,  IqkAm, 
benignly  on  the  people.  The 
architecture,  though  poor  as  poor 
can  be,  haa  one  merit  in  common 
with  that  of  tJie  Museum,  that  it. 
does  not  militate  against  Thor* 
waldsen's  stidnoes.  Furthermore, 
the  general  aspect  of  the  whole 
interior — architecture  and  sculp- 
ture  Gombined-^may  be  commended 
for  its  simplioity — a  simplicity  no 
doubt  fiikvoured,  if  not  imposed,  by 
the  Lutheran  faith.  One  point  is 
specially  worthy  of  observation: 
that  whereas  in  any  Roman  Catho- 
lic church  dedicated  to  the  Virgin, 
the  chief  altar  would  be  reserved  to 
the  *  Queen  of  Heaven ;  *  here,  in 
Lutheran  Denmark,  the  Madonna 
scarcely  finds  a  place  anywhere. 
Christ  in  the  sight  of  the  peo- 
ple reigns  in  His  Church,  undis- 
puted King.  On  the  whole  we 
incline  to  think  that  Protestantism 
has  nowhere  obtained  a  more  cog- 
nate art-manifestation  than  in  the 
fisunous  Frauen  Kirche  of  Copen- 
hagen. 

Thorwaldsen's  position  as  a 
Christian  sculptor  has  been  stoutly 
contested.  In  Bome  '  the  Pietists,' 
or  '  Nazarenes,'  as  they  were  called, 
led  by  Overbeck,  put  themselves,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  in  deadly  anta- 
gonism to  Thorwaldsen  as  chief  of 
&e  classic  or  pagan  propagandists. 
This  hostility  found  full  vent  when 
Cardinal  Gonsalvi,  on  the  death  of 
Canova,  handed  over  to  Thorwald- 
sen, an  alien  in  blood,  and  religion, 
the  monument  to  Pius  VIL,  in 
St.  Peter's.  This  tomb,  even  after 
material  eniendations  in  the  original 
design,  has  not  been  considered  a 
master  work.  Thorwaldsen's  posi- 
tion, then,  as  a  Christian  sculptor, 
rests  mainly  on  the  works  executed 
for  the  Frauen  Kirche.  On  ap- 
proaching the  church  the  pediment 
IS  found  to  be  occupied  by  the 
Preaching  of  St.  John.  The  Baptist 
is  here  rightly  modelled  not  as  an 
ideal  but  as  an  actual  man,  and  hi% 
hearers  are  evidently  gathered  from 
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the  common  people.  Thorwaldsen 
makes  no  attempt  to  eleyate  his 
subject :  the  style  is  animated  and 
pictaresqne,  homely  and  unpretend- 
mg.  On  entering  the  church  it  be- 
comes evident  that  Thorwaldsen 
has  striven  to  clothe  the  Twelve 
Apostles  in  Christian  dignity  and 
quietude.  Raphael  may  have  been 
his  exemplar ;  indeed,  one  or  more 
of  these  Apostles  might  claim  a 
place  in  the  cartoons.  It  is  said 
that  Thorwaldsen,  oppressed  by 
commissions,  found  time  to  worl; 
in  the  marble  only  on  the  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  the  two  figures  that 
hold  the  place  of  honour  next  to 
the  Saviour.  These  Twelve  Apostles 
it  were  in  Copenhagen  sacrilege  to 
speak  against,  yet  Uiey  are  far  from 
divine  in  any  sense  of  the  word. 
By  the  Sea  of  (Galilee  they  never 
walked;  they  are  clad  as  Roman 
senators  or  Greek  philosophers: 
they  may  have  been  disciples  of 
Socrates  but  not  of  Christ.  Yet  the 
Saviour  commands  reverence.  The 
figare,  from  an  art  point  of  view, 
does  not  belong  to  the  early  Christian 
period;  it  does  not  correspond  to 
types  in  the  Catacombs,  or  in  the 
Mosaics  of  Ravenna  and  Rome :  it 
pertains  rather  to  the  style  of  Da 
Vinci  and  Raphael.  The  Saviour, 
with  outstretched  arms,  invites  all 
to  come  unto  Him  who  are  weary 
and  heavy  laden;  the  Apostles  stand 
among  the  people  as  when  their 
Master  taught  and  fed  the  multi- 
tude. The  other  day,  as  we  listened 
to  the  siuging  of  a  hymn  by  a 
crowded  congregation  within  this 
church,  Chnst  and  the  Twelve 
seemed  present.  Yet  the  marble 
lived  not,  the  figures  did  not  speak, 


so  true  is  it  that  sculpture  is  a 
silent  art,  an  art  which  rests  in  high 
abstraction,  removed  from  the  ac- 
tuality and  the  turmoil  of  life. 

Into  this  church,  one  day  in  the 
month  of  March  1844,  the  body  of 
Thorwaldsen  was  bome,and  solemnly 
and  silently  did  the  figures  of  Christ 
and  the  Twelve  AposUes  look  down 
upon  the  coffin  when  lowered  to  the 
grave.  The  venerable  sculptor  had 
died  suddenly,  fall  of  years  as  of 
honours,  and  his  townsfolk  deter- 
mined to  give  him  distinguished 
burial.  The  body  lay  in  state  m 
the  hall  of  the  Academy,  surrounded 
by  classic  master  works;  the  face 
was  uncovered,  the  head  crowned 
with  laurels.  On  the  coffin-lid  had 
been  traced  the  portrait-statue,  mal- 
let in  hand,  now  in  the  Museum; 
upon  the  black  pall  rested  the  sculp- 
tor's chisel. 

When  walking  the  other  day 
along  streets  the  gayest  and  ha- 
siest  in  Copenhagen,  our  thoughts 
naturally  reverted  to  the  funeral 
cortege  which  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
turjr  before  had  been  borne  ty 
artists,  accompanied  by  singers,  to 
the  door  of  the  Frauen  Kirehe. 
The  body  remained  four  years  in 
the  church  awaiting  the  completion 
of  the  final  sepulchre.  Now  in  the 
Thorwaldsen  Museum  all  that  is 
mortal  of  the  great  sculptor  reets, 
surrounded  by  his  life's  labours, 
and  twice  or  oftener  in  each  week 
the  doors  of  the  Museum  are  thrown 
open,  and  the  people  from  town  and 
country  come  in  crowds  to  visit  the 
grave  of  the  dead,  and  to  look  on 
the  works  by  which  Thorwaldsen 
remains  as  a  living  presence  in  the 
city  of  his  birth. 

J.  Beavington  Atkinson. 
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OP  ALIENATION. 


TT7HAT  are  the  ihain  character- 
Vf      istlcs  of  huinan  life  in  ad- 
Ttncing  years  ? 

There  are  several,  which  would 
be  better  away. 

The  natural  thing,  as  one  goes  on 
ifanmgli  life,  is  to  be  going  down- 
hilL  We  are  leaving  behind  us 
our  better  days.  We  grow  less 
warm-hearted  and  more  crusty :  less 
confiding  and  more  suspicious :  less 
cheerful  and  hopefal.  It  is  with  us 
as  we  know  it  to  be  with  certain  of 
our  humbler  fellow-creatures.  How 
much  less  amiable  a  being  is  your 
stiff  old  dog  of  twelve  years,  rheu- 
matic, fretful,  listless,  snappish,  not 
to  be  toucbed  without  risk  of  a  bite, 
than  the  gay,  playful,  frisking, 
sweet-tempered  creature  he  used  to 
be!  That  humbler  life  runs  its 
comrse  fEister  than  we  run  ours,  but 
ibe  course  is  the  same.  I  look  at 
mjunamiable  fellow-creature,  and 
tlunk  There  is  what  I  sliall  be. 

But  a  distinction  must  be  sharply 
made,  wliich  is  oftentimes  not  made. 
This  is  the  distinction  between  pass- 
ing moods  which  come  of  little  phy- 
siokl  causes  and  which  go  quite 
awaj,  and  the  downhill  progress 
which  is  vital,  essential,  and  ir- 
retiaoeable.  Dyspepsia  and  nerve- 
weariness  may  for  a  day  or  a  week 
amulate  the  confirmed  despondency 
and  testiness  which  will  come  when 
the  machinery  is  breaking  down 
finally.  We  must  distinguish  be- 
tween the  passing  summer-cloud, 
and  the  drear  December.  There 
«e  people  who  begin  too  soon  to 
legard  themselves  as  old :  to  watch 
for  the  signs  of  age,  and  to  claim 
iti  unamiable  prerogatives.  It  is 
not  so  with  others.  I  find  it  stated 
in  Gockbum*s  Life  of  Jeffrey^  that 
^  pdge  and  EcQnburgh  re- 
^wer  at  a  certain  period  came 
^  the  conclusion  that  he  must, 
in  some  sense,  make  up  his 
nund  that  he  had  become  an  old 


man.  Looking  to  the  top  of  the 
page,  I  read,  -&.  70.  I  rapidly  re- 
call a  well-known  assertion  of 
Moses :  and  think  Lord  Jefirey  was 
not  a  day  too  early  in  coming  to 
that  conclusion.  Bat  one  has  known 
those  who  very  soon  after  forty, 
think  of  themselves  as  old.  Now 
at  that  period,  it  will  not  do  to 
yield  to  the  invasion  of  impatience, 
irritabiUty,  despondency.  It  is 
merely  that  you  have  got  for  the 
time  into  what  golf-players  call  a 
hunlcer :  and  you  must  get  out  again. 
Some  day  you  may  get  into  the 
bunker,  and  abide. 

Before  going  on  to  the  main 
topic  to  be  thought  of,  let  a  word 
be  said  of  a  tendency  much  to  be 
guarded  against^  which  comes  with 
advancing  years.  It  is  the  ten- 
dency to  be  less  kind  and  helpful 
to  other  people  than  you  have  been 
heretofore.  I  do  not  mean  merely 
through  lessening  softness  of  heart : 
but  for  a  more  tangible  reason. 
You  are  a  fortunate  mortal  indeed, 
if,  as  yonr  life  lengthens,  yon  do 
not  find  that  you  here  and  there 
receive  an  evil  return  for  much 
kindness  you  have  shown  to  others. 
Some  man,  whom  you  have  helped 
in  many  ways,  who  has  many  times 
eaten  your  salt,  to  advance  whose 
ends  you  have  taken  much  trouble 
in  ways  most  unpleasant  to  your- 
self, turns  upon  you  and  disappoints 
you  sadly  at  some  testing  time. 
Some  such  man,  under  no  special 
pressure  of  temptation,  proves  him- 
self both  malignant  and  untruthful. 
Personal  offence  you  readilv  forgive 
and  forget :  but  doings  which  indi- 
cate character  caimot  be  forgotten. 
If  a  man  have  told  a  manifest  false- 
hood once,  it  must  be  long  before 
you  trust  him  any  more.  And, 
thus  disappointed  in  people  you 
have  known,  you  will  be  aware  of  the 
temptation  to  look  suspiciously  on 
new-comers:   to   resolve  that  you 
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shall  not  waste  kindness  on  those 
•who  will  hy  and  by  turn  npon  you. 
For  we  are  too  apt  to  take  the 
worst  we  have  known,  for  our 
jsamples  of  the  race. 

Of  course,  unless  you  are  to  al- 
low yourself  to  setde  down  into 
misanthropy,  youmustatrive  againat 
all  this.  If  you  look  diligently,  you 
will  commonly  discern  8<Hne  ex- 
cuse for  the  wrong^doing  which 
disappointed  you.  I  do  not  mean 
that  you  ought  to  persuade  your- 
self that  the  wrone  was  right :  but 
that  you  should  admit  pleaa  in  miti- 
gation of  judgment.  And  you 
ought  to  remember  a  most  certain 
fact,  which  is  practically  forgotten 
on  a  hundred  occasions  :  to  wit, 
that  in  dealing  with  human  nature 
you  are  dealing  with  imperfect  and 
warped  matenal,  and  you  must 
make  the  best  of  the  crooked  stick 
and  not  expect  that  it  will  act  as  if 
straight.  It  is  human  to  go  wrong, 
as  we  all  leamt  in  our  Latin  Gram- 
mar :  yet  we  all  tend  sometimes  to 
be  not  merely  angry  but  surprised 
when  we  find  that  the  fact  is  so. 

Then,  progressing  through  life, 
the  flavour  of  all  things  grows 
fainter.  They  have  not  the  keen 
relish  they  used  to  have.  And 
when  we  make  bdieve  very  much, 
and  try  to  keep  up  the  dear  old 
way,  this  will  sometimes  make 
us  bitterly  feel  that  we  are  practis- 
ing upon  ourselves  a  transparent 
delusion.  Let  the  name  of  Christ- 
mas be  said :  it  will  suggest  many 
things.  The  truth  is,  we  use  up 
-our  capacities.  Our  moral  senses 
.get  indurated  and  blunted.  And 
Qie  only  way  to  save  our  capacities 
is  not  to  use. them.  As  sure  as  they 
ace  used,  i^y  must  wear  out  ft 
4s  singular  to  see,  now  and  then, 
an  examnle  of  unused  capacities  of 
feeling  abiding  in  their  first  fresh- 
ness in  people  who  are  old.  An 
aged  badidcr,  maflrrying  late,  finds 
a  fresh  delight  in  hia  children's 
-  which  looks  straogeto  a  man 


who  married  at  a  normal  period  of 
his  life,  and  who  has  got  quite  ac- 
customed to  all  this.  I  defy  any 
mortal  to  be  always  in  a  raptoie 
with  what  you  have  about  you 
every  day.  But  over  all  these 
not^  of  advancing  life,  let  one  be 
named,  which  in  the  writer's  jndg- 
ment  is  its  main  characteristiG :  It  is 
Alienation. 

You  come  to  care  little  for  thii^ 
and  people  fi>r  whom  you  used  to 
care  much.  When  one  stops,  in 
the  pilgrimage,  for  a  little  while, 
and  tries  to  estimate  the  sitnatieu, 
and  to  think  how  it  is  with  one, 
many  (I  believe)  would  say  that 
here  is  the  thing  which  most  strikes 
them. 

Did  we  sometimes  wonder,  as 
children,  if  we  should  ever  oome 
not  to  care  at  all  for  our  native 
scenes  P  Did  we  not,  as  boyB  and 
girls,  look  at  the  trees  and  fields  we 
knew,  and  the  Uttle  river,  and  won- 
der if  we  should  live  to  hava  been 
for  years  far  away  from  them  ;  and 
yet  not  care  P  Did  we  wonder  if 
we  should  come  at  last  not  to  care 
for  our  father  and  mother,  and  our 
little  brothers  and  sisters:  to  he 
separated  irom  them  for  months 
and  years  and  not  mind  P  A  cha- 
racteristic of  advancing  years,  I 
fear,  is  a  growing  selfishness :  a 
shrivelling  up  of  all  the  real  inte- 
rests of  h£e  into  the  narrow  com- 
pass of  one's  own  personality.  Not 
indeed  in  all  cases,  but  in  many 
cases  it  is  so.  I  remark  how  men 
with  large  families  do  not  mind  a 
bit  though  their  children,  are  scat- 
tered, far  away.  I  used  to  wonder 
how  they,  bore  it,  the  severaaoa  ctf 
the  little  circle,  the  lessening  ^xm- 
fidence  as  the  little  creatures  gsew 
older :  I  wondw  yet.  But  it  seems 
plain  that  there  are  men  and  wo- 
rn^, not  bad  men  and  woma^i^ithcr 
as  the  world  goes,  who,  if  their  ewn 
worldly  oomforto  are  provided-  fer, 
do  not  care  4t  all  about  their 
children.  Sore  and  bambliiKg 
aUenation  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


187S] 


Of  AUen%9ii0ii^ 


69 


The  infioiofr  animiJs  axe  dero^  to 
tlieir  yoong  ones  with  .fm  aflToction 
whieh  transoenda  hamaa  jdeyotion, 
aolimg  as  theyonog  oiiqs  need  their 
affeotioxu  mien  the  joxmg  ones 
OGsae  not  to  need  them  any  longer, 
tiiqr  ecme  not  to  care  at  all  for 
tiioae  yoong  ones :  even  not  to  re- 
oognise  them  as  each.  This  mora* 
ing,  being  in  a  Highland  glen^  I 
heard  from  the  hill  on  the  other 
side  of  the  riyer,  a  piteona  and 
bearfc-bioken  bleaiing  of  many 
fiheep.  Their  lambs  had  been  taken 
away  from  them.  What  an  amount 
(tf  misery  was  on  tiiat  heathery  hill ! 
It  is  yeiy  strange  and  perplexing  to 
tlonk  how  these  po9r  creatares  are 
not  only,  like  ns,  sensitive  to  phy- 
sical pain  from  material  canses,  bnt 
know  i^iritoftl  sorrow,  coming 
tbongh  the  afifections.  I  have 
always  felt  that  the  argument  for 
immortality,  drawn  from  the  im- 
msterialiiy  of  that    in   ns  which 

^  thinks  and  feels,  is  jost  as  good  to 
pioye  the  inxmortality  of  the  sonl 
<^a  dog  or  a  sheep,  as  of  the  soul 
ofa  man.  And  I  have  often  wished 
that  (me  cofild  look  into  the  heart 
(^some  sn£R»fing  animal,  not  endur- 
ing pain  bnt  enduring  sorrow,  and 
nnderstand  what  it  is  like.  As 
the  desolate  Ueatings  went  on  all 
day,  it  was  sad  to  think  that  the 
pm  creatares  must  just  get  oyer 
their  sqetdw*  They  would  never 
866  their  lambs  again.  And  in 
a  lew  day»  they  would  not  miss 
than.  Just  the. like  you  may  see, 
many  times,  in  human  beii^s.  The 
hunan  being  gets  over  t^ngs  more 
fltewly,  bat  jiwt  as  entirely.  The 
mothw  tiiat  oarefiiUy  wn^ped  up 
^kxdcof  her  Uttle  boy's  hair,  and 
kept  it  amid  her  treasures,  possibly 
•w  five  aad  twenty  years,  the  boy 
h^g^wnufifind  having  married 
mieoiiejAe^diAn^tUke,  deyelc^ 

>  iato  the  nnrolentuiig  perseqntor:  of 
hsra^L  T^e  littie. bey  that  goes 
^gwaytoa^h»aji».hfWiMiwifitetand^Qart^ 
^li9U9  liyefi.  to  outgrow  aU  that 
indernese^  feeling,-— not  a  sham 


epabi  whioh  is  sifly^  but  a  real'  one, 
which  is  hatful.  Brotiierd^  onoe 
always  together  in  lessons  and  hi 
play,  are  set  down  in  life  &r  apart, 
and  get  out  of  the  way  of  writing  to 
one  anoth^,  and  become  little  ouier 
than  strangers.  A  lad  goes  out 
from  his  home,  away  to  another 
country,  to  make  his  way  in  life : 
how  bitter  a  price  we  pay  in  part» 
ings  for  our  Indian  empire !  But 
year  after  year  goes  over :  and  he 
lives  on  in  the  distant  place,  with  a 
life  quite  severed  from  the  old  life 
of  home :  the  short  perfunctory 
letters  showing  sadly  to  the  ageing 
parent's  heart  what  a  severance 
time  and  space  have  made.  Ire- 
member  how.  as  a  boy  I  used  to 
wonder  that  a  jocular  pufiy  old 
gentleman  could  live  on  quite 
jovially,  while  one  boy  was  in  India, 
another  in  New  Zealand,  another 
in  Jamaica.  I  thought  of  rosy  little 
faces,  with  curly  hear,  gathering  at 
the  other's  knee  by  the  winter  fire*> 
side  to  hear  a  story ;  not  trusted 
for  an  hour  out  of  sight :  running 
to  their  mother  with  every  little 
trouble.  While  the  fact  was  of  hard 
worldly  countenances  with  the  big 
moustaehe  and  the  grisding  hair 
and  the  indujpated  heart:  of  m^a 
who,  coming  home,  would  have 
found  &ther  and  mother  a  bore, 
and  treated  them  with  thinly 
disguised  impatience:  of  souls  in- 
troduced into  a  region  of  new  cares 
and  thoughts,  of  which  parents 
knew  notUng,  and  of  which  th^ 
never  would  be  told.  The  rift 
must  come,  must  ^den  with  ad- 
vancing time:  Not  more  really  were 
thesheepand  their  lambs  separatedi 
than  parents  and  children,  in  most 
cases,  by  sad  necessity  must  be. 
And  it  used  to  seem  to  me  strange 
still,  when  news  came  to  the  parents 
in  ScoUandthat  their  boy  had  died, 
&r  away :  when  one  asked  how 
jnany  years  had  parsed  since  they 
saw  nm  last»  and  was  told  eiffht, 
.ten,  fifteen  years.  How  little  they 
knew  what  th^man;  was  like  that 
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died !  The  son  they  knew  bad  died 
out  of  this  world  long  before :  and 
tbere  was  a  bard-featored  stranger 
in  bis  place,  engaged  in  some  busi- 
ness of  wbicb  tbey  understood  little, 
and  perbaps  with  a  great  bousebold 
of  cbildren  of  whom  tbe  old  parents 
at  borne  bardlj  knew  tbe  names. 
Deatb  bad  barely  increased  tbe 
alienation  wbicb  continuing  life  bad 
made.  Let  us  tbink,  wbose  little 
ones  are  still  around  us,  of  our  boys, 
fftr  away,  walking  in  streets  we 
never  saw,  coming  and  sitting  down 
by  firesides  quite  strange  to  us  :  It 
is  bumbling,  but  it  is  true,  tbat  we 
are  alienated  from  our  cbildren 
almost  as  tbe  inferior  animals  ^m 
tbeir  young.  We  bave  sense  to  see 
bow  sad  tbe  f&ct  is,  and  we  strive 
against  it  in  divers  ways :  but  tbe 
&ct  is  tbere. 

You  may  not  like  to  admit  it, 
but  you  are  alienated  from  anyone 
wben  you  are  able  to  go  out  and  in, 
and  get  tbrougb  your  day's  work, 
be  being  absent  and  you  not  missing 
bim.  That  is  alienation.  And  if 
so,  bow  mncb  of  it  tbere  is  in  tbis 
world  !  We  can  do  witbout  almost 
anybody.  We  bave  all  frequently 
met  a  fellow-creature  wbo  could  do 
witbout  anybody  except  bimself. 
Tbe  affections  tbat  cling  to  parents 
and  bome  die  in  some  folk,  very 
early.  And  tbere  are  tbose  wbo 
tbink  tbey  bave  got  rid  of  a  some- 
wbat  discreditable  weakness,  wben 
tbese  dwindle  and  go.  There  is 
something  touching  and  pleasant, 
wben  we  find  men  remain  unsophis- 
ticated in  this  respect,  even  to  ad- 
vanced years :  and  even  when 
sufficiently  world-hardened  in  many 
respects.  Nothing  in  Brougham's 
life  gives  one  so  kindly  an  idea  of 
bis  heart,  as  tbe  fact  that  wben 
away  from  her,  in  London,  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  bis  mother  every  day. 
Savage  reviewer,  demagogue  (not 
in  a  bad  sense).  Member  for  York- 
shire, counsel  in  a  host  of  great 
causes  and  some  historical  ones, 
swaying  by  pure  ftroe  the  Honse 


of  Commons,  Lord  Chancellor,  still 
ihe  day  never  passed  on  wbicb  the 
expected  letter  did  not  go,  did  not 
come.  Those  who  when  another 
Scotch  Chancellor  died,  malignantly 
vilified  bim  before  he  was  cold  in  his 
grave,  did  not  (it  is  to  be  hoped) 
know  anything  of  Lord  CampbeU 
unless  by  rumour :  did  not  (surely) 
know  bow  through  his  early  strug- 
gles, and  his  first  years  at  tbe  Bar, 
and  on  till  he  was  burdened  with 
tbe  work  and  care  of  tbe  Attorney- 
General,  be  wrote  regular  and  long 
letters  to  the  good  old  minister  of 
Cupar,  setting  out  in  minute  detail 
bow  it  was  faring  with  his  absent 
son.  The  rising  lawyer  bad  risen 
no  higher  wben  his  father  died : 
but  it  would  bave  been  just  tbe 
same  (if  it  could  have  been)  when 
he  was  Chief  Justice.  And,  to  ge 
to  a  different  kind  of  man.  Dr. 
James  Hamilton  (whose  Life  is  worth 
reading),  amid  a  good  deal  that  was 
narrow  there  was  tbe  loveable  about 
the  letters  he  wrote,  till  he  died  a 
man  of  fifby-three,  to  My  dear 
Mamma,  One  feels  that  it  would 
bave  seemed  like  a  breaking  away 
from  tbe  dear  old  ways  of  child- 
hood, to  have  varied  the  manner 
in  which  the  young  lad  at  College 
began  bis  first  letters  bome. 

Thinking  of  the  inevitable,  or 
all  but  inevitable,  alienation  of 
parents  and  children,  one  is  not 
thinking  of  savage  brutes,  like  Mr. 
Thackeray's  Osborne,  nor  of  proud 
men  like  Mr.  Dickens'  Dombey, 
nor  of  heartless  monsters  like  the 
latter  author's  Sir  John  Chester, 
nor  of  utter  devils  like  Lord  Crabs  : 
not  of  men  one  has  known,  who 
cut  off  their  sons  with  a  shilling 
because  of  some  offence  to  inordinate 
vanity;  or  who  declared,  in  place 
of  aiding  a  child  in  distress,  that  he 
had  made  his  bed  and  must  lie  on 
it :  one  is  thinking  of  fairly  decent 
folk,  not  bad,  oiSy  passably  self- 
ish, passably  heartless,  indifrerent 
honest:  to  whom  out  of  siffhi^  by 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  is  out  of 
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mind ;  and  who  miglit  just  as  well 
fight  against  the  law  of  gravitation 
as  against  the  law  of  their  nature. 
Tidnk  of  change  in  social  place:  and 
the  change  in  the  relations  between 
people  which  it  makes.  When  one 
has  known  of  a  poor  cottager  and 
his  wife,  pinching  themselves  bine 
to  send  their  clever  boj  to  a  Scotch 
Universitv  and  push  him  forward 
into  the  Chnrch,  it  was  sad  to  think 
of  theestrangi^ment  which  was  sure 
to  follow  the  sncoess  of  all  their  hard 
toils  and  schemes.  Even  when 
tiie  son  is  a  worthy  fellow,  what  a 
severance  that  dear-bonght  educa- 
tion must  make :  and  when  he  gets 
a  living,  and  finds  himself  among  a 
nevf  set  of  associates,  and  perhaps 
makes  a  respectable  marriage,  the 
oU  parents  will  seldom  see  him : 
and  it  will  be  with  a  vague,  blank 
sense  of  disappointment  when  they 
do.  Then  he  may  not  be  a  worthy 
&Uow,  but  a  heartless  humbug : 
who  designedly  draws  off  from  the 
poor  old  pair  who  did  everything  for 
him,  and  bids  his  mother  not  to 
recognise  him  when  she  meets  him 
in  &e  street  with  any  of  his  genteel 
Mends.  I  hate  the  word  genteel : 
hot  it  is  the  right  word  here.  I 
have  known  such  an  animal,  coming 
home  for  a  few  days'  visit,  upbraid 
his  poor  old  mother  for  not  suffi- 
ciently polishing  his  boots  :  and 
sapercilionsly  smile  at  her  ignorance 
of  his  meaning  when  he  bade  her 
take  away  his  clothes  and  brush 
them. 

I  don't  say  whose  fault  it  was, 
or  whether  it  was  anybody's  fault, 
hat  it  always  gprated  on  one  pain- 
fcUy  to  hear  of  old  John  McLiver 
working  for  his  eighteen  pence 
^  day,  an  old  labouring  man, 
when  his  son,  not  seen  by  him  for 
many  a  day  and  year,  was  known 
to  fiune  as  Sir  Colin  Campbell  and 
then  as  Lord  Clyde.  That  eminent 
man  was  unlucky  in  the  matter  of 
ttunes.  To  the  name  of  Campbell 
he  had  no  more  right  than  I  have : 
tad  his  title  wad  taken  from  the 


name  of  a  river  with  which  he  had 
nothing  earthly  to  do.  Perhaps 
it  would  have  been  so  awkward 
for  the  Field-Marshal  to  have  walked 
into  the  old  labourer's  cottage, 
perhaps  father  and  son  would  have 
found  so  little  in  common,  that  it 
may  have  been  wise  in  the  peer, 
instead  of  going  to  see  his  father,  to 
send  a  little  money  now  and  then 
to  the  parish  minister  to  be  applied 
to  the  increase  of  his  comforts.  No 
doubt  Berkeley  Square,  and  the 
little  island  in  the  Hebrides,  were 
not  five  hundred,  but  five  hundred 
millions  of  miles  apart.  All  I  say  is, 
that  as  a  young  man,  it  pained  one's 
heart  to  know  that  utter  alienation. 
Never  was  a  huge  ram,  with  great 
curling  horns,  more  estranged 
from  ^e  sheep  it  was  taken  from  as 
a  trembling  little  lamb  six  years 
before,  amid  piteous  bleatings  on 
either  part,  than  (by  the  very  nature 
of  things)  was  F.M.  Lord  Clyde 
from  old  John  McLiver.  If  I  were 
such  an  old  John,  I  would  rather  my 
son  did  not  become  so  great.  For 
then,  in  my  failing  days,  he  would 
cheer  me  by  kind  words  and  looks 
(better  than  the  five  pound  note  sent 
to  the  minister  to  give  me  by  instal- 
ments) :  be  would  be  by  me  when  I 
breathe  my  last,  and  he  would  lay 
my  poor  weary  head  in  the  grave. 

This  special  estrangement  which 
comes  of  social  difference  exists, 
and  is  felt,  even  where  it  is  con- 
tinually and  heartily  fought  against. 
My  friend  Smith  tells  me  that  he 
well  knew  a  certain  man,  who, 
rising  from  the  humblest  origin, 
had  attained  great  wealth  and 
standing;  and  who,  by  and  by, 
made  a  great  marriage.  To  the 
marriage  feast  his  old  father  was 
brought,  who  had  been  a  labouring 
man  through  a  long  life,  till  his  rich 
son  made  him  comfortable  in  his 
last  years.  The  tie  of  filial  affec- 
tion was  unbroken  -.  and  the  rich 
man  (who  was  a  good  man)  was 
proud  and  not  as^med  of  having 
made  his  own  way ;  so  the  homely 
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old  working  man  was  presented 
amid  the  gathering  of  grand  folk. 
Bnt  one  felt  the  alienation  was 
there,  when  the  Ing  friends,  at 
home  with  l^e  son,  and  desiring  to 
be  most  kind  to  the  £Ebther,  jet 
gazed  npon  the  father  as  a  cnrions 
old  phenomenon.  And  tiie  poor 
old  mther  himself  was  not  at  his 
ease  with  his  changed  son. 

Tnming  over  a  new  leaf  in  life, 
yon  know  how  misty  the  old  life 
soon  grows.  One  forgets,  as  a 
reality,  the  former  way  of  life,  en- 
tering npon  the  new.  It  mnst  be 
a  strange  feeling,  I  think,  for  a 
man  to  find  himself  Primate  of 
the  Anglican  Chnrch,  who  was 
born  and  bronght  np  in  another 
communion.  Does  Archbishop  Tait 
cherish  any  distinct  recollection  of 
his  years  in  the  Church  of  Soot- 
land,  which  he  indeed  lefl,  but  in 
which  his  fathers  lived  and  died  P 
Does  he  not  find  it  awkward  to 
speak  (if  English  people  do  so 
speak)  of  the  Church  of  our  fathers  P 
Does  he  remember,  seated  in  state 
on  the  throne  in  Canterbury  Cathe- 
dral, the  hideous  but  costly  St. 
Stephen's  at  Edinburgh  where  he 
.  used  to  go  as  boy  and  lad  P  It  is 
curious  for  one  who  is  himself  a 
Scotohman  to  look  at  the  good  pre- 
late, and  listen  to  him ;  and  track 
out  the  old  thing  whence  he  rose : 
the  occasional  breaking  forth  of  the 
abandoned  Scoteh  accent,  and  mani- 
fold furtiier  traces  of  Scoteh  train- 
ing in  his  youth .  A  Scot,  no  matter 
bow  denationalised,  no  matter  how 
Anglified,  cannever  escape  detection 
by  a  fellow-countryman.  And  it 
is  yery  amusing  when  one  finds  a 
Scot,  speaking  by  terrible  effort 
with  a  much  more  English  accent 
than  any  Englishman,  here  and 
there  betray  the  old  Adam,  by 
some  awfully  Doric  word.  Easily 
could  the  writer  give  wonderful 
exan^les  of  what  he  describes. 
But  it  would  not  do.    And  it  shall 

"^  be  done. 


My  friend  Smith  recentlj  related 
to  me  certain  facts,  indicating  how 
far  he  was  alienated  from  the  asao- 
ciations  of  his  youth.  He  informed 
me  that  he  sat  next  his  old  sweet- 
heart in  a  railway  carriage  for  a 
hundred  miles,  and  did  not  know 
her  at  all.  He  saw  a  fat  middle- 
aged  matron,  with  a  red  fiioe :  but 
nothing  remained  there  of  the  sirj 
sylph  of  dancing-school  days.  He 
<£d  not  find  out  who  she  was,  till 
some  one  told  him  at  the  joomey's 
end.  Smith  was  no  more  than 
thirty-nine.  But  as  he  communi- 
cated this  information,  hia  visage 
was  ruefal,  and  he  shook  his  head 
from  side  to  side  several  ihnee  as 
though  there  were  something  in  it 
to  shake.  He  plainly  thought  that 
he  was  very  old. 

Most  readers  will  know  how  they 
have  forgot  old  school  companions, 
and  even  old  College  friends.  At 
school,  many  boys  sort  themselves 
in  pairs,  by  elective  affinity.  Two 
boys  are  chums:  always  together 
in  the  playground :  standing  shoul- 
der to  shoulder  against  the  world. 
At  least  it  used  to  be  so.  Do  we 
sometimes  wonder,  in  graver  years, 
if  an  old  friend  remembers  us :  if 
he  is  living  yet  P  At  College,  one 
is  so  far  sophisticated,  that  there  is 
rarely  the  warm  attachment  of 
schoolboy  days.  Yet  there  were 
great  friends  too :  twenty,  five  and 
twenty  years  ago  !  But  young  men 
are  bad  letter-writers:  they  are 
set  in  life  far  apart:  letters  grar 
dually  cease:  there  is  a  kind  thought 
now  and  then ;  but  the  rift  has 
grown  a  river.  People  grow  worldly 
of  spirit,  too :  and  frightened.  If 
one  had  the  chance  to  go  and  call 
for  an  old  friend,  unseen  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  whose  home 
is  six  hundred  miles  off;  should 
not  one  hesitate  whetha:  to  go? 
One  does  not  know  what  reception 
one  might  meet.  A  sharp  face  might 
look  at  you,  not  without  the  suspo- 
cion  that  you  designed  to  boiTOW 
money.     Which  you  would  not  gei 
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It  is  a  iouclimg  proof  how  not 
many  years  may  seyer  old  and  fast 
friends,  wliich  yon  may  find  in 
Keble*s  Life :  in  the  record  how 
Newman  and  he  met  at  Keble's 
door,  and  neither  recognised  the 
other.  Newman  telk  ns  he  did  not 
know  Eeble,  and  Keble  asked  New- 
man who  he  was :  which  question 
he  answered  by  presenting  his  card. 
I  think  it  was  not  ten  years  since 
they  last  had  met.  It  is  very  sad 
and  strange. 

There  are  many  more  things  one 
would  wish  to  say :  but  in  treating 
sQch  a  subject  there  is  a  temptation 
to  go  too  much  to  personal  expe- 
rience. And  that  must  not  be. 
So  let  me  tear  np  some  notes  I  had 
made,  of  other  things  to  be  said, 
and  behold  them  consume  away  in 
this  little  fire.  Let  it  be  said,  sum- 
mingup  matters,  that  looking  at  even 
a  hale  well-preserved  gray-headed 
old  individual,  the  thing  I  cannot 
help  thinking  of  him  just,  at  present 
is,  how  time  and  change  have  gra- 
dually alienated  him  from  old 
things  and  old  associates:  self-con- 
ceninred  hmx:  left  a  great  chasm 
all  around  him :  isolated  him :  left 
no  one  really  near  him:  left  him 
alone.  If  his  wife  is  dead,  or  if  he 
were  never  married,  he  is  lonely  as 
though  in  the  midst  of  the  great 
Atlantic.     His  professional  friends 


and  his  club  friends  may  like  him 
well  enough :  but  who  is  fool  enough 
to  fancy  that  club  friends  and  pro- 
fessional friends  will  care  much 
when  he  dies  ?  There  is  in  truth 
a  gulf  between  you  and  such.  His 
children  are  remote,  even  though 
dwelling  in  the  same  house.  Hie 
own  youth,  and  early  manhood,  and 
the  main  toils  and  interests  of  his 
life,  have  receded  into  dim  dis- 
tance, and  look  spectral  there. 
Life  tends  to  converge  upon  him- 
self, and  his  own  physical  com- 
forts: and  it  is  veir  wretcTied  to 
come  to  that.  Wherefore,  my 
friends,  let  us  keep  close  together ! 
It  is  a  blessing  to  have  some  one  so 
near  you,  that  you  may  tell  (sure  of 
attentive  sympathy)  all  you  do,  all 
you  wish  and  fear,  all  you  think,  in 
so  far  as  words  suffice  to  tell  that 
And  from  such  a  one  you  will  hear 
the  same.  It  is  not  selfishness  or 
egotism  that  prompts  such  confi- 
dence :  it  is  Uie  desire  to  counter- 
work that  increasing  alienation, 
which  in  the  latter  years  tends  to 
estrange  us  from  others,  to  throw 
us  in  upon  ourselves,  to  make  us 
quite  alone.  Keep  as  near  as  you 
will,  there  is  still  an  inevitable  space 
between :  a  certain  distance  between 
yon  and  your  best  friends  in  this 
world. 

A.  K.  H.  B. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


74  [Jannarj 

BBAMBLEBERRIES. 


Ghreat  Morning  strikes  the  earth  once  more, 

And  kindles  up  the  wave, 
As  many  and  many  a  time  before, — 

And  am  I  still  a  slave? 
Gome !  let  me  date  my  years  anew ; 

This  day  is  virgin  white ; 
By  heav'n,  I  will  not  reindae 

The  rags  of  overnight ! 
I  was  a  king  by  birth,  and  who 

Is  rebel  to  my  right? 
None  but  myself,  myself  alone : 
Conqner  myself,  I  take  my  throne ! 


lo.  To  plan  a  wise  life  little  pains  doth  ask: 

To  live  one  wise  day,  troublesome  the  task. 

— Yet  why  so  hard  ?     What  is  it  thwarts  me  still  ? 

A  tainted  memory,  a  divided  will, 

A  weak  and  wavering  fjEuth,  which,  for  mere  shows 

And  shams  of  things,  forsakes  the  truth  it  knows. 


II.        Think  you  that  words  can  save?  that  even  thought, 
Knowledge,  or  theoretic  faith,  does  aught  ? 
Truth  into  character  by  act  is  wrought. 
Your  life,  the  life  that  you  have  lived,  not  shamm'd, 
Is  you;  in  that  alone  you're  saved  or  damn'd. 


12.  Glory  of  life — deep  tenderness, — 

Enigma  of  the  human  soul ! 
Set  in  this  wondrous  world  whose  dress 
Is  beauty,  whilst  the  heav'n  doth  roll 
Its  myriad  suns  around ;  where  love 

Sports  in  the  constant  shade  of  death,  i 

Fond  memory  sighs,  hope  looks  above, 
And  sorrow  clings  to  faith; — 
Life,  all  made  up  of  hints  and  moods  and  fine  transitions, 
Great  secrets  murmur'd  low,  pure  joys  in  fleeting  visions ! 
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13.  Almighty  Lord,  if  day  by  day 

Prom  Thee  I  fttrther  move  away, 

0  let  me  die  to-night,  I  pray! 

Yet  no:  this  pray'r  is  idle  breath. 

1  understand  not  life  or  death, 
Nor  how  man's  course  continueth. 

Swept  in  a  wide  and  trackless  curve, 
Tho'  seeming  more  and  more  to  swerve. 
An  orbit  it  may  still  preserve. 

I  will,  not  seek  to  live  or  die ; 

Do  as  Thou  wilt,  1*11  aak  not  why. 

Keep  hold  of  me — content  am  I. 

0  Father!  grant  that  day  by  day 
My  soul  to  Thee  may  tend  alway. 
Becall  it  quickly  when  astray. 

1  hear  Thee :  hear  me  when  I  pray ! 
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SHAFTESBUEY'S  OHABACTERISTICS. 


THE  third  Lord  Shaftoibary  is' 
one  of  the  many  writers  who 
enjoy  a  kind  of  suspended  vitality. 
HiB  volumes  are  allowed  to  slumber 
peacefully  on  the  shelves  of  dusty 
libraries  till  some  curious  student  of 
English  literature  takes  them  down 
for  a  cursory  perusal.  Though  gene- 
rally mentioned  respectfully,  he  ha^ 
been  dragg^  deeper  into  oblivion 
by  two  or  three  heavy  weights. 
Besides  certain  intrinsic  faults  of 
style  to  be  presently  noticed,  he  has 
been  partly  injured  by  the  evil  re- 
putation which  he  shares  with  the 
English  Deists.  Their  orthodox 
opponents  succeeded  in  iaflicting 
upon  those  writers  a  fate  worse 
than  reftttation.  The  Deists  were 
not  only  pilloried  for  their  hetero- 
doxy, but  indelibly  branded  with 
the  fatal  inscription  ^  dullness.'  The 
charge,  to  say  the  truth,  was  not 
ill-deserved ;  and  though  Shaftes- 
bury is  in  many  respects  a  writer  of 
a  higher  order  than  Toland,  Tindal, 
or  Odllins,  he  cannot  be  acquitted 
of  that  most  heinous  of  literary  of- 
fences. Attempts,  however,  have 
lately  been  made  to  resuscitate  him. 
His  works  have  recently  been  re- 
published in  England,  and  a  vigo- 
rous German  author,  Dr.  Spicker, 
has  appealed  against  the  verdict 
which  would  consign  him  finally  to 
the  worms  and  the  moths.  To  an 
English  student  there  is  something 
rather  surprising,  and  not  a  little 
flattering,  in  this  Oerman  enthu- 
siasm. We  are  astonished  to  see 
how  much  can  be  elicited  by  dex- 
terous hands  from  these  almost  for- 
gotten volumes.  A  countryman  of 
Kant  and  Hegel,  and  one,  too, 
&miliar  with  the  intricacies  of  that 
portentous  philosophical  literature 
which  Englishmen,  even  whilst  they 
sneer,  regard  for  the  most  part  with 
mysterious  awe,  can  still  discover 
lessons  worth  studying  in  a  second- 
rate  English  author  of  Queen  Anne*s 


time.  To  understand  him  properly, 
it  is  necessary,  in  Dr.  Spicker's 
judgment  (so,  at  Iqast,  we  may  infer 
£ix)m  the  form  of  his  book),  to  cast 
a  preliminary  glance  over  the  his- 
tory of  religion  and  philosophy,  to 
study  the  views  of  Paul  and  Aqui- 
nas, and  Kant  and  Spinoza,  and 
Sphleiermacher  and  Strauss,  and  to 
plunge  into  spccnlations  about  the 
soul,  about  being  and  not-being, 
and  the  proofis  of  the  existence  of 
God  and  a  future  life.  When  thus 
duly  prepared,  wo  may  form  an 
estimate  of  Shaftesbury's  writings, 
and  then  we  may  draw  certain  con- 
clasions  as  to  the  nature  of  the  He- 
brew genius,  the  true  use  of  the 
Bible,  the  difference  between  the 
ideal  and  the  historical  Christ,  the 
religious  problems  of  the  futilre, 
and  the  Archimedean  point  of  philo- 
sophy. With  Dr.  Spicker's  reflec- 
tions upon  these  deep  topics  we 
need  at  present  have  no  concern. 
We  may,  perhaps,  feel  a  certain 
giddiness  when  we  see  so  many  re- 
flections evolved  from  so  compara- 
tively triflinff  a  source.  We  re- 
semble the  fisherman  in  the  Arabian 
Nights ;  we  have  been  keeping  our 
genie  locked  up  between  his  smoke- 
dried  covers ;  and  behold  !  at  the 
touch  of  this  magician's  hand,  he 
rises  in  a  vast  cloud  of  philosophy 
till  his  head  reaches  the  skies  and 
his  shadow  covers  the  earth.  Would 
not  Shaftesbury,  w.e  are  apt  to  ask, 
have  been  rather  surprised  had  he 
known  what  boundless  potentiali- 
ties of  speculation  were  germinating 
in  his  pages  P  May  not  his  German 
commentator,  indeed,  be  slily  laugh- 
ing at  us  in  his  sleeve,  and  makmg 
of  poor  Shaftesbury  a  mere  stalking, 
horse  under  whose  cover  to  bring 
down  game  whose  very  existence 
was  unsuspected  by  his  author  P  In 
fact,  we  think  that  on  some  occa- 
sions Dr.  Spicker  has  confused  a 
little  the  treasures  which  he  foun4 
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wi&  l^oae  wbioh  he  br6aghi     He 
hai  ^est   additional    fdlnett  of 
rwam'Tig    to    ShaAesbiilry's   vagne 
innts  and  inoonchigiYe  snatches  at' 
tiioaght;    and  Ihoogh  he  may  be 
peracviallj  consdoaa  of  the  dmer- 
eiioe  between  the  germ  and  the  full 
do?ek^iment|  his  readers  may  find 
it  diiBcalt  to  detect  the  real  Shaftes- 
boiy  ihns    OTerlaid  if  ith  modem 
tileory.     Yet  Dr.   Spicker  brings 
hi^h  authorities  for  atfcribnting  some 
greater  yalne  to  Shaftesbury  than 
w^  generally  allow.    Hettner,  for 
6xample,callshimoneof  the  mostiin- 
portant  phenomena  of  the  eighteenth 
ceBtmy.     Not  only  the  English,  he 
says,  but  all  the  greatest  minds  of 
me  period — Leibnitz,  Voltaire,  Di- 
derot, Lessing,  Mendelssohn,  Wie- 
land,  and  Herder — drew  the  richest 
nourishment  from  his  pages;  and 
he  extends  to  all  his  writings  Her- 
der's enthusiastic  description  of  The 
MaraUsia    as    a    dialogne    almost 
worthy    of    Grecian    antiqnify    in 
&fm,  and  far  superior  to  it  in  con- 
tents.   Have  we,  indeed,  been  en- 
tsrtaining  an  angel  unawares  ?   Dr. 
Spicker,  of  course,  quotes  the  old 
ezMnple  of  Shakespeare,  and  once 
more  assures  us  that  we  never  re- 
oognised  the  value  of  ^r  national 
poet  imtil  his  significahce  was  fully 
revealed  to  us  by  €rerman  mtics. 
There  is,  howover,  a  marked  difier- 
enoe  between  the  cases.     Shaken 
speare,  though  our  German  friends 
may  choose  to  foreet  it^  wW  the 
ch^ect  o£   our  national    adoration 
long  before  he  became  the  idol  of 
the  whole  world*     Owr  ^thusiasm 
was  almost  as  unqualified  in  the 
days  c^  Oarriok  and  Johnson  as 
new,  and  P<^  reveals  what  was  the 
popular  creed  even  in  hid  day,  when- 
bespeaksof 
Sfaakeepeare,  whom  yoa  luid  eveiy  phij- 

hovse  bill 
%]e  the  dirio^  thft  niAUhleiis^  whttb  jtra 

win.  f 

Tbe  GermauB  did  not  originate  our 
fiath;  ikey  enabled  «»,  at  most,  to 


fldve  a' reason  for  it.  Btit  if  Shaftes- 
bury is  to  be  ra^ed  to  a  lofty  j^laoe 
in  oar  WalhaUa,  the  enthusiasm 
has  to  be  crieated  as  well  as  ex*- 
plained.  In  suqh  questions  the  vo^ 
pbpidi  is  very  nearly  in£Edlible. 
^Wheli  critics  declare  that  an  author 
doe^  not  deserve  the  neglect  which 
he  receives,  the  admission  of  the- 
fBxit  is  generally  more  significant 
than  the  protest.  When,  as  some- 
times happens,  we  find  a  man  being 
still  refuted  a  century  after  his 
death,  we  may  be  pretty  sure  that 
he  said  something  worth  notice;- 
and,  inversely,  when  we  find  that 
nobody  cares  to  refute  him,  it  is 
tolerably  safe  to  assume  that  he  had 
no  genuine  vitality. 

In  coneddering,  however,  the 
value  of  this  app^  against  the  ver- 
dict of  posteriiy,  we  must  admit 
that  there  are  certain  reasons,  be- 
sides his  intrinsic  want  of  merit, 
which  may  account  in  some  mea- 
sure for  his  neglect.  They  are  rea-' 
sons,  too,  which  Bre  more  likely  to 
repd  a  native  than  a  foreign  reader. 
The  feeling  of  annoyance  which  ge- 
nerally causes  a  student  to  put  down 
the  OharactefrisHos  with  a  certaiii 
impatience  is  more  or  less  due  to 
defects,  which  would  be  less  percep- 
tible to  a  German,  especial^  to  « 
German  endowed  with  the  natural 
robustness  of  literary  appetite.' 
Shaftesbury  sufifered  under  two  de- 
lusions, wnich  are  unfortonately 
very  conmion  amongst  auth(nrs.  He 
believed  himself  to  possess  a  sense 
of  humour  and  a  specially  fine 
critical  taerte.  Whenever  he  tries 
to  be  &cetious  he  is  intol^nble; 
he  reminds  one  of  that  painftd  joco*- 
sity  whidi  is  sometimes  assumed  by 
a  grave  professor,  who  &ncies,  with 
perfect  truth,  that  his  audience  id 
inclined  to  yawn,  and  argues,  in 
moftt  unfortimate  confiict  with  the 
tmth,  tiiat  such  heavy  gambols  as 
hc^'can  tnanage  willrouse them  to  the 
smiling  point.  The  result  is  gene- 
rally depressing.     Tet  Shaftesbury 
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is  less  annoying  when  he  is  writliing 
his  grave  faoe  into  a  contorted 
grimace  than  when  the  muse,  whom 
he  is  in  the  habit  of  invoking,  per- 
mits him  to  get  upon  stilts.  His 
rhapsodies  then  are  truly  dismal, 
thongh  they  are  probably  improved 
when  they  are  translated  into  Ger- 
man. Cfne  awkward  peculiarity 
must  disappear  in  the  process.  His 
prose,  at  excited  moments,  becomes 
a  kind  of  breccia  of  blank  verse. 
Bishop  Berkeley  ridicules  him  by 
printing  a  fragment  of  the  SolUoqwy 
in  this  form ;  and  by  leaving  out  a 
word  or  two  at  intervals  it  does,  in 
fact,  very  fairly  represent  the  metre 
which  did  duty  for  blank  verse  in 
the  reign  of  Dryden  and  Pope. 
Here,  for  example,  is  a  fragment 
taken  pretty  much  at  random  from 
The  Moralists — *  Or  shall  we  mind 
the  poets  when  they  sing  thy  tra- 
gedy, Prometheus,  who  with  thy 
stoVn  celestial  fire,  mixed  with  vile 
clay,  didst  mock  heaven's  counten- 
ance, and  in  abusive  likeness  of  the 
immortals  madest  the  compound 
man,  that  wretched  mortal,  ill  to 
himself  and  cause  of  ill  to  all?' 
No  English  critic  can  witness  his 
native  language  tortured  into  this 
hideous  parody  of  verse  without 
disgust.  Shaftesbury's  classicism 
too  ofben  reminds  us  of  the  contem- 
porary statues  in  which  George  I. 
and  his  like  appear  masquerading 
in  the  costumes  of  Boman  empe- 
rors. His  English  prose  is  to  the 
mc^ificent  roll  and  varied  ca- 
dences of  Jeremy  Taylor  or  Milton 
or  Sir  Thomas  Browne  what  Con- 
greve's  versification  in  the  Mourn- 
mg  Bride  is  to  the  exquisite  melody 
of  Massinger,  Fletcher,  or  Shake- 
speare. No  philosophising  can  per- 
suade us  out  of  our  ears,  and 
Shafbesbury's  mouthing  is  simply 
detestable.  The  phenomenon  is  the 
more  curious  when  we  remember 
that  he  prided  himself  on  his  ex- 
quisite taste,  and  was  a  contempo- 
rary of  Swifb  and  Addison.  But 
the  defect  goes  much  deeper  than 


is  indicated  by  these  occasional 
lapses  into  a  kind  of  disjointed  amb- 
ling. Herder,  as  we  have  seen, 
admires  his  Platonic  Dialogues :  we 
prefer  the  judgment  of  Maickintoshy 
a  favourable  critic,  who  admits 
his  performance  to  be  '  heavy  and 
languid,'  and  we  may  add  that  the 
excuse  made  for  him  on  the  ground 
that  modem  manners  are  unsuitable 
to  this  form  of  composition  must  be 
balanced  by  the  recollection  that, 
in  spite  of  these  difficulties,  Berkeley 
was  almost  at  the  same  time  com- 
posing dialogues  which  are  amongst 
the  most  peHect  modem  examples 
of  the  style.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  two,  from  a  purely  artis- 
tic point  of  view,  is  as  great  in  all 
other  respects  as  is  the  difference 
between  Shaftesbury's  lumbering 
phraseology  and  Berkeley's  ad- 
mirably lucid  English.  Shaftes- 
bury's desire  to  affect  a  certain  gen- 
tlemanlike levity,  and  to  avoid  a 
pedantic  adherence  to  system,  makes 
him  a  singularly  difficult  writer  to 
follow.  He  is  never  content  with 
expressing  his  meanine  plainly  and 
directly.  It  must  be  mtroduced  to 
us  with  all  manner  of  affected  airs 
and  graces ;  the  different  parts  of 
his  argument,  instead  of  being  fitted 
into  a  logical  framework,  must  be 
separated  by  discursive  remarks 
upon  things  in  general ;  thev  mnst 
be  made  accep^ble  by  a  plentiful 
efiusion  of  rhetoric ;  we  must  be 
amused  by  digressions  and  covert 
allusions,  and  oe  seduced  into  our 
conclusions  by  ingeniously  contrived 
and  roundabout  methods  of  ap- 
proaching the  subject.  A  skil^ 
writer  of  a  dialogue  conceals  his 
plan,  but  never  forgets  it ;  and  if  it 
be  stripped  of  the  external  form, 
we  find  beneath  a  sinewy  and  well- 
compacted  system  of  reasoning. 
But  Shaftesbury  introduces  real 
confusion  by  way  of  effectually  con- 
cealing his  purpose ;  and  when  ^^e 
get  rid  of  the  tu'esome  personages 
who  thrust  their  eloquence  upon  us, 
we  discover  an  argument  torn  to 
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dtreds  and  patcbei?,  and  needing  en- 
tire rearrangement  before  we  can 
otch  his  drift.  Dr.  Spicker,  who 
do»  not  speak  of  these  defects,  has 
appKed  the  proper  remedy  bj  re- 
ducing Shaftesbury's  scattered  ut- 
terances under  logical  heads,  and 
brings  out  a  far  more  definite  and 
coherent  meaning  than  would  be 
discovered  by  any  but  a  rery  atten- 
tive reader.  Shaftesbury,  in  short, 
is  deficient  in  the  cardinal  virtues 
of  clearness  and  order  ;  and  the 
consequence  is  that,  working  upon 
abstnise  topics,  he  tries  the  patience 
of  bis  readers  beyond  all  ordinary 
bearing.  Perhaps  this  is  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  the  neglect  which 
has  overtaken  him,  for  the  writers 
are  few  and  fortunate  who  have 
succeeded  in  reaching  posterity 
without  the  charm  of  a  beautiful 
style.  Are  we  further  justified  in 
asmming,  on  the  strength  of  the 
common  maxim,  that  the  style  in- 
dicates the  man,  and  throwing  him 
aside  without  further  notice,  or  is 
there  really  some  solid  value  in  a 
writer  who  undoubtedly  exercised  a 
powerful  influence  upon  English 
thought,  and,  as  we  see,  has  found 
nich  wide  acceptance  in  foreign 
ooontries  ? 

The  best  mode  of  answering  that 
question  would  probably  be  to 
examine  Shaftesbury's  writings  in 
rather  closer  connection  with  his 
historical  position  in  English  litera- 
tnre  than  has  been  done  by  Dr. 
Spicker.  Without  enquiring  what 
sermons  may  be  preached  from  the 
texts  which  he  supplies,  we  may 
axk  what  the  real  man  actually 
thonght,  and  how  he  came  to  think 
it  In  regard  to  the  first  question 
we  have  at  least  ample  materials. 
Shaftesbury,  in  spite  of  his  desul- 
tory mode  of  exposition,  had  a 
distinct  theory  about  the  universe, 
^  has  managed  to  expound  it 
snflBciently,  though  circuitously,  in 
the  Oharacterxstics, 

That  book  is  a  collection  of  es- 
njB  published  within  the  few  years 

▼or.,  vu. — NO.  xxxvn.  new  seeibs. 


preceding  his  death.  The  first  of 
these,  the  Letter  on  Enthimasin^ 
gives  Shaftesbury's  view  of  the  re- 
ligious movements  of  his  day.  The 
doctrine  which  it  contains,  with 
some  of  its  applications  to  moral 
philosophy  and  to  literary  criticism 
(the  connection,  as  will  presently 
appear,  is  characteristic),  is  ex- 
pounded in  the  essay  called  Sensus 
OommuniSy  and  in  the  Solilogvy^  or 
Advice  to  an  Author.  The  essay  on 
Virtice,  of  which  an  imperfect  copy 
had  been  published  by  Toland, 
is  the  most  systematic  statement 
of  his  views  on  morality ;  the  Mo' 
ralists,  a  Rhapsody,  is  a  kind  of 
appendix  to  it,  with  an  amplifi- 
cation of  some  of  his  conclusions. 
The  Miscellaneous  Reflections  form 
a  running  commentary  on  all  the 
preceding  essays;  and  the  Choice 
of  Hercules,  which  completes  the 
collection,  is  an  sesthetic  disserta- 
tion, which  may  be  compared  to 
Lessing's  Laocoim,  The  coincidence 
in  thought  is  exhibited  by  Dr. 
Spicker,  and  De  Quincey  has  pre- 
faced his  translation  of  Lessing*s 
essay  by  a  parallel  between  the  two 
writers.  As  we  shall  not  again 
refer  to  this  subject,  it  will  be 
enough  to  say  that  Shaftesbury 
deserves  credit  for  anticipating  the 
views  of  his  more  distinguished  suc- 
cessor, though  he  has  little  to  say 
which  is  worth  the  attention  of  any 
modern  reader. 

The  remainder  of  his  writings 
all  turn  more  or  less  upon  the 
great  question  of  the  theory  of 
morals  and  their  relation  to  reli- 
gion, and  it  is  as  the  represents- 
tivo  of  a  particular  theory  of  moral 
philosophy  that  Shaftesbury  is 
chiefly  remembered  in  England. 
His  fame,  even  in  that  province  of 
speculation,  has  become  rather 
dim.  Professor  Bain,  in  his  recent 
Handbook  of  Moral  Philosophy^ 
exiles  him  to  a  humble  footnote; 
yet  he  exerted  a  very  powerful 
influence  upon  Butler,  Hutcheson^ 
and  other  English  moralists ;  and 
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for  tbat,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
his  views  deserve  some  attention. 
They  will  be  best  expounded  by 
starting  from  the  consideration  of 
tha  indaences  which  chiefly  coutri- 
bated  to  his  intellectual  develop- 
znent. 

Shaftesbury,  it  need  hardly  be 
said,  was  by  birth  and  education  a 
fitting  representative  of  the  Whig 
aristocracy  in  its  palmiest  period. 
The  grandson  of  Achitophel,  and 
brouj^ht  up  under  the  influence  of 
Locke,  ho  imbibed  from  his  cradle 
the  prejudices  of  the  party  which 
triumphed  in  the  Revolution  of 
1688.  Daring  his  political  life, 
though  short  and  interrupted  by 
ilMiealth,  he  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Revolution  principles,  and  if  he 
diverged  from  his  party  he  professed 
to  diverge  from  them  by  adhering 
more  consistently  to  their  essential 
doctrinas.  He  accepted  the  Whig 
shibboleth  of  those  days;  he  was 
in  favour  of  short  parliaments,  op- 
posed to  standing  armies,  and  ready 
to  exclade  all  pensioners  from  seats 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  Above 
all  he  shared  the  Whig  antipathy  to 
the  High  Church  principles  of  the 
day.  ThewholepartyfromAtterbury 
to  Sacheverell  was  utterly  hateful  to 
him.  The  Church  of  England  had 
been  deprived  by  the  Revelation  of 
the  power  of  persecution,  but  it  still 
retained  exclusive  privileges.  Dis- 
senters though  not  liable  to  punish- 
ment, were  not  admitted  to  full 
citizenship.  Sound  Churchmen, 
though  compelled  to  accept  tolera- 
tion, clung  all  the  more  anxiously 
to  the  remnants  of  their  old  supre- 
macy. To  all  such  claims  Shaftes- 
bury was  radically  opposed.  He 
was  not  indeed,  as  without  an 
anachronism  he  could  not  have 
been,  opposed  to  a  State  Church. 
On  the  contrary,  he  regarded  it  as 
a  valuable  institution,  but  valuable 
not  as  justifying  the  pretensions  of 
priests,  bat  a^  tying  their  hands. 
He  held  substantially  the  opinion 
which  is  commoii  amongst  a  very 


large  body  of  laymen  at  the  present 
day.  A  Church,  in  strict  subordi- 
nation  to  the  power  of  the  laity,  in 
an  admirable  machinery  for  keeping 
priestly  vagaries  within  bounds. 
With  a  contemptuous  irony  he 
professes  (Mis,  V.  §  3)  his  '  steady 
orthodoxy,  resignation,  and  entire 
submission  to  the  truly  Christian 
and  Catholic  doctrines  of  our  holy 
Church,  as  by  law  established.'  He 
held  in  the  popular  phrase  that  the 
Thirty-nine  Articles  were  articles  of 
peace ;  that  is  to  say,  that  they  were 
useful  to  make  controversialists 
hold  their  tongues,  though  it  would 
be  qnite  another  thing  if  one  w^ere 
asked  to  believe  them.  For  their 
own  sakes,  he  loved  Dissenters  as 
little  as  Churchmen,  and  despised 
them  more ;  his  ideal  was  an  era  of 
general  indifference,  in  which  ihe 
ignorant  might  be  provided  with 
dogmas  for  their  amusement,  and 
wise  men  smile  at  them  in  secret. 
The  doctrines  of  all  theologians,  in 
fact,  were  inflnitely  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  cultivated  persons  ;  but 
the  attempt  to  get  rid  of  tbom 
would  cause  a  great  deal  of  useless 
disturbance.  The  best  plan  was  to 
keep  the  old  institution  in  peace 
and  q\iiet,  and  to  allow  it  to  die  as 
quietly  as  might  be. 

In  all  this  there  was  nothing 
peculiar  to  Shaftesbury,  nor  even 
to  Shaftesbury's  era.  So  far  he 
mijfht  have  been  an  ordinary  repre- 
sentative of  the  great  Revolution 
families,  who,  when  their  position 
was  once  secure,  were  content  with 
keeping  things  tolerably  quiet  so 
long  as  they  could  divide  plac«*8 
and  pro6t.  He  might  have  dmnk 
to  the  glorious  and  immortal 
memory  of  our  deliverer,  and  have 
become  a  candidate  for  office  under 
Godolphin  or  Harley.  :  Circum- 
stances,  however,  led  to  his  imbib- 
ing doctrines  of  a  less  commonplace 
character.  He  remained,  a  member 
of  the  English  aristocracy — at2  a 
time,  it  must  be  added,  whan,  the 
EngHsh  aristocracy  .not  only.  go. 
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rerned  the  country,  bnt  was  quali- 
fied to  govern  by  a  moi*e  liberal 
spirit  thfm  that  whioh  animated  the 
class  immediately  below  it.  Bat  in 
him  tbe  English  aristocrat  was 
covered  by  a  polish  derived  from  a 

raliar  training.  At  an  early  age 
had  been  sent  to  Winchester. 
The  proverbial  generosity  and  high 
spiritof  an  English  public  school  ex- 
hibited itself  by  making  the  place 
too  hot  to  hold  him,  as  some  retri- 
botion  for  the  sins  of  his  grand- 
father. Perhaps  he  had  to  learn 
the  meaning  of  '  tanding.'  He  had 
already  acquired  a  famUiarity  with 
tlie  classical  languages  by  the  same 
method  as  Montague,  under  the 
gm'dance  of  a  learned  lady,  a  Mrs. 
Birch,  and  was  able  to  enjoy  read- 
ing Greek  and  Latin  literature  in- 
stead of  having  small  doses  of 
gnunmar  pressed  upon  him  by 
scholastic  drillmasters.  At  a  later 
period  he  made  one  of  those  con- 
tinental tours  from  which  young 
men  of  promise  and  position  mast 
sometimes  have  derived  a  training 
rather  different  from  that  which 
falls  to  the  lot  of  the  modern  tourist. 
In  Italy  he  learnt  to  have  a  ta'»te, 
and  his  writings  are  coloured,  and 
sometimes  to  an  unpleasant  degree, 
by  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  the  ar- 
t^tic  connoisseur.  In  Holland  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  the  lead- 
ers of  European  criticism,  Bayle 
and  Leclerc.  He  learnt  that  Eng- 
land was  not  the  whole  world,  and 
discovered  that  the  orthodox  dogpnas 
did  not  entirely  satisfy  the  demands 
of  the  enquiring  minds  of  the  time. 
He  acquired,  in  short,  certain  cos- 
mopolitan tendencies.  'Our  best 
policy  and  breeding,'  he  complains 
(Ifw.  III.  ch.  i.),  '  is,  it  seems,  to 
look  abroad  as  little  as  possible; 
contract  our  views  within  the  nar- 
rowest possible  compass,  and  despise 
all  knowledge,  learning,  and  manners 
which  are  not  of  home  growth.' 
Had  the  term  been  popularised  in 
hia  day,  be  would  have  complained 
of  the  JPbiKstJRe  tendencies  of  his 


countrymen,  and  insisted  upon  that 
unfortunate  provincialism  which  is 
characteristic  even  of  our  best  wri- 
ters. He  has  little  hopes,  he  tells  us 
(Mis,  HI.  ch.  i.),  of  being  relished 
by  any  of  his  countrymen,  except 
'  those  who  delight  in  the  open  and 
free  commerce  of  the  world,  and 
are  rejoiced  to  gather  views  and 
receive  light  from  every  quarter.' 
He  is  always  insisting  upon  the 
importance  of  cultivating  a  re6ned 
taste,  as  the  sole  guide  in  art  and 
philosophy.  *  To  philosophise  in 
a  just  signification  is  but  to  carry 
good  breeding  a  step  higher '  (ib. ). 
*  The  taste  of  beauty  and  the  relish 
of  what  is  decent,  just  and  amiable, 
perfects  the  character  of  the  gentle- 
man and  the  philosopher.'  The 
person  who  has  thoroughly  learnt 
this  lesson  is  called,  in  his  old- 
fashioned  dialect,  the  '  virtuoso  ; ' 
and  the  various  phrases  in  which 
he  expounds  his  doctrines  may  be 
translated  into  modern  language, 
by  saying  that  he  is  a  prophet  of 
culture,  a  believer  in  *  Geist,'  and 
a  constant  preacher  of  the  advan- 
tages of  sweetness  and  light.  In 
short.  Lord  Shaftesbury  was  the 
Matthew  Arnold  of  Queen  Anne's 
reign.  Mr.  Arnold,  indeed,  pos- 
sesses what  Shaftesbury  only  ima- 
gined himself  to  possess— an  ele- 
gant style;  and  the  modern  re- 
presentative of  the  schoul  would 
be  unworthy  of  his  predecessor  if 
he  had  not  profited  by  the  later 
triumphs  of  modern  thought.  Yet, 
making  allowance  for  the  difference 
of  their  6urrounding8,  the  analogy 
is  as  close  as  could  be  wished,  and 
may  serve  to  render  Shaftesbury's 
opinions  more  intelligible  to  modern 
readers. 

Imagine,  then,  Mr.  Arnold  trans- 
planted backwards  for  a  century 
and  a  half.  In  what  way  would  he 
regard  the  contemporary  currents  of 
thought?  The  answer  will  give 
a  rough  approzima1»on  to  Lord 
Shaftesbury^s  views,  though,  of 
course,  it  would  l>e  unfoir  to  insist 
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too  strongly  upon  the  resemblance, 
and  we  may,  without  any  help  from 
such  indirect  methods,  interrogate 
Shaftesbury  himself. 

His  first  two  treatises  give  us  his 
view  of  contemporary  theologians. 
The  Le  iter  concerning  En  thusiasvi  was 
provoked  by  the  strange  perform- 
ances of  the  French  prophets,  who 
were  holding  revivals  and  working 
miracles  in  London  amidst  an  un- 
believing population.  The  old  spirit 
of  Puritanism  was  at  its  veri| lowest 
ebb.  The  generation  of  Dissenters 
which  had  produced  Baxter  and 
Bnnyan  had  passed  away;  that 
which  was  to  produce  Wesley  and 
Whitefield  was  still  in  its  cradles. 
Nothing  remained  but  a  grovelling 
superstition,  unlovely  in  its  mani- 
festations, and  ridiculous  to  the 
cultivated  intellect  of  the  time. 
Shaftesbury  speaks  of  their  per- 
formances as  a  Saturday  Reviewer 
might  speak  of  an  American  camp- 
meeting.  Their  supposed  miracles 
are"  explained  by  the  natural  con- 
tagion of  an  excited  crowd  of 
fanatics.  *  No  wonder  if  the  blaze 
rises  of  a  sudden ;  when  innu- 
merable eyes  glow  with  the  passion, 
and  heaving  breasts  are  labouring 
with  inspiration;  when  not  the 
aspect  only,  but  the  very  breath 
and  exhalations  of  men  are  infec- 
tious, and  the  inspiring  disease  im- 
parts itself  by  immediate  transpira- 
tion.' (Entkusiasmj^  6.)  For  such 
a  disease  there  is  one  complete 
panacea.  Ridicule  is  the  proper 
remedy  for  fanaticism.  Persecution 
would  fan  the  flame.  These  char- 
latans would  be  grateful  if  we 
would  only  be  so  obliging  as  to 
break  their  bones  for  fiera  'after 
their  (the  French)  country  fashion, 
blow  up  their  zeal,  and  stir  afresh 
the  coals  of  persecution.'  (lb,  §  3.) 
We  have  had  the  good  sense  instead 
of  burning  them  to  make  them  the 
subject  of  a  '  puppet-show  at  Bar- 
t'lemy  fair '  (ib.)  ;  and  Shaftesbury 
ventures  to  suggest  tbat  if  the 
Jews  had  shown  their  malice  seven- 


teen centuries  before,  not  by  cruci- 
fixion, but  by  '  such  puppet-shows 
as  at  this  hour  the  Papists  are  act- 
ing' (ii>.),  they  would  have  done 
much  more  harm  to  our  religion. 

The  evil  which  lay  at  the  bottom 
of  these  displays  was  that  delusion 
to  which  our  ancestors  gave  the 
name  of  enthusiasm.  In  appro- 
priating that  word  exclusively  to 
its  nobler  meaning,  we  have  lost 
something,  though  the  change  is  sig- 
nificant of  some  dosii'able  changes ; 
for,  in  truth,  enthusiasm,  as  Shaftes- 
bury defines  it,  is  an  ugly  pheno- 
menon. 'Inspiration,'  he  says,  'is 
a  real  feeling  of  the  Divine  presence^ 
and  enthusiasm  a  false  one '  (ih.  §  7),. 
to  which  he  adds  significantly  that 
the  passions  aroused  are  much  alike 
in  the  two  cases.  To  mistake  our 
own  impulses  for  the  immediate 
dictates  of  our  Creator  is  indeed  a 
grievous  blunder,  and  when  the 
mistake  is  made  by  a  passionate 
and  ignorant  fanatic,  it  is  especially 
offensive  to  the  man  of  culture. 
Shaftesbury,  however,  is  careful  to 
point  out  that  ei;ithusia8m  was  not 
confined  to  ignorant  Dissenters.  It 
supplied  also  the  leverage  by  which 
the  imposing  hierarchy  of  Rome 
forced  their  dominion  upon  an 
unenlightened  world.  Enthusiasm 
may  appeal  to  the  senses  as  well  as 
the  spirit.  With  the  marvellous 
skill  which  wi^e  men  have  admired, 
even  whilst  revolted  by  its  results^ 
the  priests  of  that  august  and  vene- 
rable Church  succeeded  in  turning 
to  account  all  the  weaknesses  of 
mankind.  Instead  of  opposing  the 
torrent,  they  ingeniously  forced  it 
into  their  service.  To  provide  for 
enthus'asm  of  the  loftier  kind,  they 
allowed  'their  mysticks  to  write 
and  teach  in  the  most  rapturous  and 
seraphic  strains.*  (Mis,  II.  ch.  2.) 
To  the  vulgar  they  appealed  by  tem- 
ples, statues,  paintings,  vestments, 
and  all  the  gorgeous  pomp  of  ritual. 
Allowing  a  full  career  to  all  the 
thaumaturgical  juggleries  of  monks 
and  wandering  friars,  they  also  per- 
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loitted  ^ngeDioos  writers'  to  call 
these  wonders  in  question '  in  a  civil 
maoner/  No  wonder,  be  exclaims, 
if  Borne,  the  seat  of  a  monarchy 
resting  on  foundations  laid  so  deep 
in  boman  natare,  appeals  to  this  day 
to  the  imagination  of  all  spectators, 
though  some  are  charmed  into  a  de- 
lire  for  reanion,  whilst  others  con- 
ceive a  deadly  hatred  for  all  priestly 
dominion. 

Shaftesbury,  of  course,  belongs 
to  the  latter  category.  For  this,  as 
for  its  twin  form  of  enthusiasm,  he 
stiQ  had  recourse  to  the  remedy  of 
ridicule.  He  maintained  as  a  general 
principle,  and  thereby  bitterly  of- 
fended many  solemn  theologians, 
that  Kullery  was  the  test  of  truth. 
Trath,  he  says,  *"  may  bear  all  lights ' 
{Wa  and  Humour,  Pt.  I.  §  i),  and 
one  of  the  principal  lights  is  cast  by 
ridicule.  He  compresses  into  this 
axiom  the  theory  practically  exem- 
plified by  the  Dei.sts  and  their  pupil, 
Voltaire,  and  he  gives  the  best  de- 
fence that  can  be  made.  Satire,  we 
know,  is  the  art  of  saying  every- 
thing in  a  country  where  it  is  for- 
bidden to  say  anything.  Ridicule 
is  the  natnml  retort  to  tyranny. 
*  'Tis  the  persecuting  spirit  that  has 
raised  the  bantei-ing  one.'  {Ih.  §  4.) 
The  doctrine  should,  perhaps,  be 
({oaHfied.  When  men  are  sufficiently 
iQ  earnest  to  fight  for  their  creeds, 
they  are  too  much  in  earnest  for 
langhter.  It  is  at  a  later  period, 
wh^  the  prestige  has  survived  the 
power,  when  priests  bluster  but 
cannot  burn,  when  heterodoxy  is 
itill  wicked  but  no  longer  criminal, 
that  satire  may  faicly  come  into 
play.  The  dogmas  whose  founda- 
tions have  been  sapped  by  reason, 
and  are  still  balanced  in  unstable 
equiUbrinm,  can  be  toppled  over  by 
the  shafls  of  ridicule.  Its  use  is 
not  possible  till  freedom  of  dis- 
cossion  is  allowed,  and  not  be- 
coming when  i'ree  discussion  has 
produced  its  natural  fruit  of  setting 
all  disputants  on  equal  terms.  Ridi- 
cule clears  the  air  and  disperses 


the  mists  of  preconceived  prejudice. 
When  they  have  once  vanished,  the 
satirist  should  give  place  to  the 
calm  logician.  Shaftesbury,  though 
an  advocate  of  the  use  of  ridicule, 
was,  as  we  have  said,  very  unskil- 
ful in  its  appUcation ;  nor  is  he  to 
be  reckoned  amongst  the  Deists  who 
made  an  unscrupulous  use  of  this  • 
rather  questionable  weapon.  He 
does  not  aim  at  justifying  scoffers, 
but  rather  desiderates  that  calm 
frame  of  mind  which  is  appropriate 
to  the  cultivated  critic.  In  his  own 
dialect,  he  is  in  favour  of  *good 
humour '  rather  than  of  a  mocking 
humour.  *  Good  humour  is  not  only 
the  best  security  againstenthusiasm,* 
he  tells  us,  '  but  the  best  foundation 
of  piety  and  true  religion .'  (Enthu" 
siasTTif  §  3 . )  Good  h u mour  is,  in  fact, 
the  disposition  natural  to  the  philo- 
sopher when  enthusiasm  has  been 
exorcised  from  religion.  Shaftes- 
bury's ideal,  as  we  shall  presently 
see,  is  a  placid  and  contented  atti- 
tude of  thought,  resting  on  a  pro- 
found conviction  that  everything  is 
for  the  best,  and  a  perception  of  the 
deep  underlying  harmonies  which 
pervade  the  world.  The  sour  fana- 
tic and  the  bigoted  priests  are  at 
the  opposite  poles  of  disturbance, 
whilst  he  dwells  in  the  temperate 
latitudes  of  serene  contemplation. 
He  shares  with  the  Deists,  and,  in- 
deed^ with  all  the  ablest  thinkers  of 
his  time,  with  Locke  and  Clarke,  as 
well  as  with  ColHns  and  Tindal,  the 
fundamental  dogma  of  the  ration- 
alists, the  necessity  of  freedom  of 
discussion ;  but  he  wishes  for  free- 
dom, not  to  enable  him  to  attack 
the  established  creeds,  but  to  adapt 
the  intellectual  atmosphere  to  a 
gradual  spread  of  philosophical 
sentiment. 

This  tendency  of  Shaftesbury  dis- 
tinguishes him  from  the  ordinary 
Deist.  The  ditterence  of  his  temper 
is  indeed  so  marked  that  Mr.  Hunt 
{Religious  Thmight  in  England^  Vol. 
II.  pp.  342  scq.)  scruples  to  reckon 
him    amongst    them.      Mn    Hunt 
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is,  it  seems  to  me,  annecessarily 
aiixioas  to  defead  the  Deists  ia 
geneitil  from  the  charge  of  Deism. 
It  matters  little  whether  Shafbes- 
bary  cared  to  veneer  h  s  rationalism 
with  Christian  phraseology  or  not. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  1  believe  him 
to  have  bion  consciously  a  Deist; 
,and  a  comparison  of  the  passages 
bnjught  together  by  Dr.  Spick er 
will,  I  think,  establish  the  charge,  if 
it  must  be  called  a  charge.  Nothing, 
however,  could  be  farther  from 
his  intention  than  to  adopt  an  atti- 
tude of  unequivocal  hostility  to  that 
vague  body  of  amiable  doctrine 
which  was  then  maintained  by  the 
latitudinarian  divines,  and  which, 
in  oar  days,  is  reflected  in  what  is 
called  *  unsectarian  Christianity.* 
It  suited  his  purpose  very  well ;  and 
so  long  as  priests  were  well  under 
the  heel  of  the  secular  power,  why 
trouble  oneself  too  much  about  their 
harmless  crotchets  ?  At  one  place 
he  sets  himself  to  prove  three  points: 
first,  that  '  wit  and  humour  are  cor- 
roborative of  religion  and  promotive 
of  true  faith ; '  secondly,  that  they 
have  been  used  by  *the  holy  founders 
of  religion ;  *  and  thirdly,  that  '  we 
have,  in  the  main,  a  witty  and  good 
humoured  religion.'  {Mis,  II,  ch. 
3. )  He  passes  with  suspicious  light- 
ness over  the  proof  of  the  last  head  ; 
but  the  phrase,  *in  the  main,'  is 
evidently  intended  to  exclude  a  vast 
body  of  doctrine  which  generally 
passed  for  orthodox,  but  which,  in 
his  opinion,  was  the  product  of 
splenetic  fanaticism.  So  long,  how- 
ever, as  religion  makes  no  unplea- 
sant demands  upon  him,  he  will 
not  quarrel  with  its  clauses.  He 
*  speaks  with  contempt  of  the 
mockery  of  modem  miracles  and 
inspiration;'  he  regards  them  all 
as  '  mere  imposture  or  delusion ; ' 
on  the  miracles  of  past  ages  he 
resigns  his  judgment  to  his  sup>e- 
riors,  and  on  all  occasions  *  submits 
most  willingly,  and  with  full  cou- 
fi.lence  and  trast,  to  the  opinions 
by    law    established.'   *  (Mis.    II. 


ch.  2.)  It  would  be  hard  to 
speak  more  plainly.  A  miracle 
which  happened  1700  years  ago 
hurt  nobody ;  but  any  pret«ico  to 
discovering  Divine  action  in  the 
Tuodem  world  must  be  rejected 
with  contempt  as  so  much  im- 
postnro.  He  is  quite  ready  to  take 
off  his  hat  to  the  official  idols  of  the 
day ;  but  it  is  on  condition  of  their 
keeping  themselves  quiet,  and  work^ 
ing  no  more  miracles.  The  dogma 
that  miracles  have  ceased  is  the 
best  guard  against  modem  fanatics 
and  sectaries ;  and  our  belief  must 
rest  not  upon  signs  and  wonders, 
but  on  the  recognition  of  uniform 
order  throughout  the  universe. 

With  such  views,  the  chief 
temptation  to  shock  the  sensibilities 
of  orthodox  writers  was  afforded  by 
the  Jews.  The  bare  mention  of 
that  barbarous  and  enthusiastic  race 
was  enongh  to  startle  every  Deist, 
open  or  concealed,  out  of  his  pro- 
priety. They  were  the  type  of 
everything  that  was  hateful  in  his 
eyes,  and  their  language  was  im- 
movably associated  with  the  most 
recent  outbreaks  of  enthusiasm. 
The  idol  of  the  Puritans  was  the 
bugbear  of  the  Deists.  Shaftesbury 
hated  them  with  the  hatred  of 
Voltaire.  When  writing  as  a 
literary  critic,  his  examples  of  sub- 
jects totally  unsuitable  for  poetic 
treatment  are  taken  from  Scripture 
history.  No  poet,  as  the  friend  of 
Bayle  naturally  thinks,  could  make 
David  interesting.  '  Such  are  some 
human  hearts  that  they  can  hardly 
iind  the  least  sympathy  with  that 
only  one  which  had  the  character 
of  biing  after  the  pattern  pf  the 
Almighty.'  {Advice  to  an  Author j 
Pt.  III.  §  3.)  When  writing  as 
a  novelist,  again,  he  illustrates  the 
bad  influences  of  superstition  as 
opposed  to  genuine  religion  from 
the  same  fertile  source.  If  there  is 
anything,  he  says,  in  a  system  of 
worship  '  which  teaches  men  treach- 
ery, ingratitude,  or  cruelty,  by 
Divine  warrant,  or  under  colour  and 
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prefenoe  of  atiy  present  or  future 
gfiod  to  mankind ;  if  there  be  anj- 
tbiDg  wbicb  teaches  how  to  per- 
secute their  frienda  through  love; 
or  to  torment  captives  of  war  in 
Bport ;  or  to  offer  human  saorifice, 
or  to  torment,  macerate,  or  mangle 
thempelves,  in  a  religious  zeal,  be- 
fore their  Grod ;  or  to  commit  any 
sort  of  barbarity  or  brutality,  as 
amiable  or  becoming,'  such  prac- 
tices, whether  sanctioned  by  custom 
or  religion,  must  remain  *  horrid 
depravity.'  (Viftue,  Book  I,  Pt. 
IL  §  3.)  A  dei^,  he  presently 
adds,  who  is  furious  and  revenge- 
fal,  who  punishes  those  who  have 
not  sinned,  who  encourages  deceit 
and  treachery,  and  is  partial  to  a 
feif,  will  generate  similar  vices 
among  his  worshippers.  (lb.  PL 
IV.  §  2.)  The  reference  to  the 
Jews  in  these  passages,  sufficiently 
plain  in  itself,  is  more  explicitly 
pointed  in  his  subsequent  writings. 
Tbe  remark  upon  human  sacrifices, 
for  example,  is  explained  by  refe- 
rence to  ihe  story  of  Abraham  and 
Isaac  (Mis,  II.  ch.  3),  and  the 
origin  of  enthusiasm  is  discovered 
in  pnest-ridden  Egypt,  whence  it 
was  derived  by  the  servile  imitation 
of  tbe  Jews.  Shaftesbury  was  cer- 
tainly a  Theist ;  but  it  is  equally 
plain  that  he  was  not  a  worshipper 
of  Jehovah.  Whether  the  form  of 
belief  which  is  generated  by  purify- 
ing Christianity  of  its  Judaising  and 
Humanising  elements  may  fairly  be 
oUled  Deism,  is  a  question  of  no 
great  importance ;  whatever  its 
proper  name,  it  would  roughly 
describe  Bhaflesbury's  religious 
theories. 

Meanwhile,  Shaftesbury  was  anx- 
ious to  reconstruct  as  well  as  to  de- 
Btroy,  or  at  any  rate  to  save  from 
the  wrecks  of  the  old  creed  enough 
to  make  a  tolerable  refuge  for  the 
cultivated  human  soul.  Suppose, 
he  aays,  that  we  had  *  lived  in  A^ia 
at  the  time  when  the  Magi,  by  an 
egregious  imposture,  had  gbt  po«- 
Bcasion    of  the  empire';'   imagine 


that  their  many/ .cheats  and  abases 
had  made  them  justly  hateful  3  but 
imagine  further  that  they  had  eiii- 
deavoured  to  recommend  themsel  vea 
by  establishing  the  best  possible 
moral  maxims :  what  would  be  tbe 
right  course  to  pursue  ?  (  Wit  and 
Humour,  Pt.  II.  §  i.)  Would  you 
try  to  destroy  both  the  Magi  and 
their  doctrines ;  to  repudiate  every 
moral  and  religious  principle,  every 
natural  and  social  affection,  and 
make  men,  as  mach  as  possible, 
wolves  to  each  other?  That,  he 
says,  was  the  course  pursued  by 
Hobbes,  who,  both  in  politics  and 
religion,  went  on  the  principle  of 
'  magophony,'  or  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  his  opponents.  The 
reaction  against  old  opinions  was 
carried  by  that  great  thinker, 
the  man  who  did  more  than  any 
other  to  stimulate  English  tbonglit 
during  the  century  which  followed 
his  death,  to  an  extravagant  excess. 
Shaftesbury  had  been  profoundly 
influenced  by  Hobbes's  chief  oppo- 
nents, the  Cambridge  Plato  1  lists, 
and  even  wrote  a  preface  to  avolume 
of  sermons  published  by  Whichcot, 
one  of  their  number.  His  ambition 
was  to  confine  the  destructive 
agency  represented  by  Hobbes 
within  due  limits,  and  to  prese-ve 
what  was  good  in  the  old  creed 
whilst  sympathising  with  the  as- 
sault upon  the  *  Magi,'  who  had 
made  their  own  profit  out  of  the 
perversions  of  the  religious  instinct. 
But  how  was  this  desirable  object 
to  be  accomplished?  The  writers 
who  in  that  age  corresponded  to 
the  modem  Broad  Churchmen  af- 
fected a  kind  of  metaphysical  theo- 
logy. Clarke,  the  ablest  rationalist 
amongst  the  clergy,  formed  his  sys- 
tem from  the  fragments  of  Des 
Cartes,  Spinoza,  and  Leibnitz. 
Clarke  occupied  towards  them  the 
same  position  which  Dean  Man^^el 
occupied  towards  recent  German 
metaphysicians.  He  hoped  to  softin 
down  their  philosophy  suflBc'ently 
to  press  it  into  the  service  of  Chris- 
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tiaaity.  His  chief  book  aims  at 
being  a  kind  of  theological  Euclid, 
8ta.rting  from  certain  primary  ax- 
ioms as  to  matter,  force,  and  causa- 
tion, and  proving  the  existence  and 
attributes  of  God  as  Euclid  proves 
the  relations  between  the  sides  and 
angles  of  a  triangle.  Should  Shaftes- 
bury associate  himself  with  writers 
of  this  class  ?  His  cosmopolitan 
training  told  him  that  their  day 
was  already  past.  Then,  as  more 
recently  in  G^ermany,  metaphysi- 
cians had  erected  a  vast  tower  of 
Babel,  intending  to  scale  heaven 
from  earth.  Like  the  work  of  the 
ancient  labourers  on  the  plains  of 
Shinar,  their  ambitious  edifice  was 
all  falling  to  ruins,  and  its  sole 
result  had  been  to  create  a  jargon 
detestable  to  all  intelligent  men. 
Shaftesbury  uniformly  speaks  of 
metaphysics  with  a  bitter  contempt. 
The  study  represented  to  him  no- 
thing but  a  set  of  barren  formulae 
fitted  only  for  the  pedants  of  the 
schools.  Their  doctrines  were,  in 
the  German  phrase,  a  mere  Hini' 
ge^pinnst — a  flimsy  cobweb  of  the 
brain.  The  philosophers  are  *a 
sort  of  moonblind  wits,  who,  though 
very  acute  and  able  in  their  way, 
may  be  said  to  renounce  daylight 
and  extinguish,  in  a  manner,  the 
bright  visible  outside  world,  by  al- 
lowing us  to  know  nothing  besides 
what  we  can  prove,  by  strict  and 
formal  demonstration.'  (Mis,  IV. 
ch.  2.)  He  ridicules  the  philo- 
aophical  speculations  about  ^forma- 
tion of  ideas,  their  compositions, 
comparisons,  agreement  and  dis- 
agreement.* (Soliloquy,  Pfc.  IV.  §  i.) 
Philosophy,  in  his  sense,  is  nothing 
but  the  study  of  happiness  (Moral- 
ists, III.  ch.  3),  and  all  these  discus- 
sions as  to  substances,  entities,  and 
the  eternal  and  immutable  value  of 
things,  and  pre-established  harmo- 
nies, and  occasional  causes,  and 
primary  and  secondaiy  qualities, 
are  so  much  empty  sound.  'The 
most  ingenious  way  of  becoming 
foolish/  as  he  very  truly  says,  *  is 


by  a  system '  (Soliloquy,  Ft.  IIT. 
§  i);  and,  in  truth,  the  sys- 
tems then  existing  were  rapidly 
going  the  way  of  many  that  had 
preceded  and  of  many  that  were  to 
follow  them.  But  should  Shaftes- 
bury follow  the  thinkers  who  were 
preparing  their  downfisdl,  such  as 
his  own  preceptor  Locke,  or  en- 
deavour to  anticipate  Berkeley  and 
Hume?  From  any  such  attempt 
he  was  precluded  both  by  his  op- 
position to  purely  sceptical  specu- 
lation, and  by  a  want  of  metaphysi- 
cal acuteness.  The  first  is  shown 
by  his  condemnation  of  Locke,  and 
the  second  by  the  fact  that  whilst 
repudiating  the  metaphysical  theo- 
rists, he  really  takes  from  them  the 
central  support  of  his  own  doc- 
trines. 

Thus  far  we  have  traced  Shaftes- 
bury by  his  antipathies.  Repre- 
senting the  objects  of  his  enmity 
by  modem  names,  we  might  com- 
pare him  to  a  modem  thinker  who 
should  be  opposed  to  Mr.  Mi  IPs 
experiential  philosophy,  to  Dean 
ManseFs  adaptation  of  German  me- 
taphysics, to  Dr.  Newman's  Catho- 
licism, and  to  Mr.  Spurgeon's  Pro- 
testantism ;  who  should  agree  with 
Bishop  Colenso*s  attacks  on  the 
letter  of  the  Bible,  but  think  them 
painfully  wanting  in  breadth  of 
view ;  and  who  should  have  been 
deeply  influenced  by  the  teaching 
of  Coleridge,  and  yet  have  cast  it 
off"  as  too  reactionary  in  spirit.  Sub- 
stitute for  those  names  Locke, 
Clarke,  Bossuet,  the  French  pro- 
phets, Collins  and  Cudworth,  and 
we  have  a  very  fair  repetition  of 
Shaftesbury's  position.  The  re- 
semblance between  the  state  of  opi- 
tion  then  and  now  is  probably  the 
cause  of  the  interest  still  attached 
by  Dr.  Spioker  to  Shaftesbury's 
tubings. 

The  deluge  is  rising  higher  than 
of  old  ;  and  the  ark  in  which  later 
metaphysicians  promised  to  save  a 
select  few  shows  ominously  symp- 
toms    of    foundering    altogether. 
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Whilst  ic  is  jet  time,  cannot  we 
pot  ti^ether  8ome  raft  from  the 
floating  wreck,  which  may  in  time 
hrixig  ns  to  the  new  and  happier 
worid? 

8haflesbnrj*s  first  effort  Tvas  to 
cafit  overboard  certain  Jonahs  in 
the  shape  of  dogmatic  divines.  To 
be  less  metaphorical,  he  endeavoured 
to  render  morality  independent  of 
the  old  theology.  He  opposes  new 
theories  to  the  theological  concep- 
tions of  the  universe,  of  haman  na- 
ture, and  of  motives  to  virtue.  A 
belief  in  God  is  indeed  an  essential 
part  of  his  system;  but  the  God 
whom  He  worships  is  hardly  the 
God  of  Christians,  any  more  than 
Be  is  the  God  of  the  Jews.  The  be- 
lief iu  justice  must,  as  he  urges, 
precede  the  belief  in  a  just  God. 
(Virtue,  Book  I.  Pt.  III.  §  2.) 
Theism  follows  from  morality,  not 
morality  from  Theism.  And  thus 
'religion'  (by  which  he  means  a 
belief  in  God)  '  is  capable  of  doing 
great  good  gr  great  harm,  and 
Atheism  nothing  positive  in  either 
way.'  A  belief  in  a  bad  deity  will 
pFodace  bad  worshippers,  as  a  be- 
lief in  a  good  deity  produces  good 
ones.  Atheism,  indeed,  implies  an 
unhealthy  frame  of  mind,  for  it 
means  a  belief  that  we  are  *  living 
in  a  distracted  universe,'  which  can 
produce  in  ns  no  emotions  of  re- 
verence and  love,  and  thus  it  tends 
to  embitter  the  temper  and  impair 
*the  very  principle  of  virtue,  natu- 
ral and  kind  affection.'  (lb,  Pt. 
m.  §  3.)  A  belief  in  God, 
on  the  other  hand,  means  with 
8haflesbury  a  perception  of  harmo- 
nions  order,  and  a  mind  in  unison 
with  the  system  of  which  it  forms  a 
pari  Atheism  is  the  discordant, 
and  Theism  the  harmonicas,  utter- 
ance given  out  by  our  nature  ac- 
cording as  it  is  or  is  not  in  tune 
with  the  general  order. 

If  at  times  be  uses  language 
which  would  fit  into  an  orthodox 
fiennon  about  a  *  personal  God'  (see 


Moralists,  Pfc.  II.  §  5),  he  more  fre- 
quently seems  to  draw  his  inspira- 
tion from  Spinoza. 

At  the  bottom  of  all  Shaftesbury's 
eloquence  lies  the  doctrine  of  optim- 
ism, w^hich  he  shares  with  Leibnitz, 
'Whatever  is,  is  right,'  as  Pope 
expressed  the  lesson  which  he  per- 
haps leai'nt  from  Sbafcesbary,  or  in 
the  phrase  of  Pangloss,  'Everything 
is  for  the  best  in  this  best  of  all 
possible  worlds.'  He  opens  the 
Enquiry  into  Virtue  by  arguing  that 
there  is  no  real  ill  in  the  universe. 
All  that  is  apparently  ill  is  the 
mere  effect  of  our  ignorance.  The 
weakness  of  the  human  infant,  for 
example,  is  the  cause  of  parental 
affection;  and  all  philanthropical 
influences  are  founded  on  the  wants 
of  man.  '  What  can  be  happier 
than  such  a  deficiency  as  is  the 
occasion  of  so  much  good  ? ' 
{MoralisU,  Pt.  II.  §  4.)  If  there 
be  a  supremely  good  and  all-rnliDg 
Mind,  runs  his  argument,  there 
can  be  nothing  intrinsically  bad. 
An  inversion  of  the  logic  would 
correspond  more  accurately  to  his 
state  of  mind.  He  believes  in 
God  because  he  will  not  believe  in 
the  reality  of  evil.  The  Deity  gives 
him  the  leverage  of  repelling  all 
ill  from  the  world.  Christians,  it 
is  sometimes  said,  are  forced  to 
believe  in  a  Devil  as  the  antithesis 
of  the  good  principle ;  they  require 
a  scapegoat  to  bear  the  responsi- 
bility of  our  sins.  Shaftesbury 
abolishes  the  Devil  and  sin  together. 
He  refuses  to  look  at  the  dark  side 
of  things,  and  declares  it  to  be 
mere  illusion. 

In  conformity  with  this  view,  he 
expends  all  his  eloquence  upon  the 
marvellous  beauties  of  the  universe. 
We  can  perceive,  he  says,  a  universal 
frame  of  things,  dimly  indeed,  and 
yet  clearly  enough  to  throw  us  into 
ecstasies  of  adoration.  He  invokes 
the  Muses,  and  sings  prose  hymns 
to  nature  in  the  attempt  to  expand 
the.  words  of  Dry  den's  hymn : — 
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From  harmony;  Irom  bearenly  harmony, 

This  universal  frame  begnn, 

From  harmony  to  harmony 
Through  all  the  compass  of  the  notes  it  ran, 
The  diapason  closing  foil  in  man. 

Harmonj  is  Shaftesbury's  catch- 
word. On  that  text  be  is  never 
tired  of  dilating.  If  in  the  general 
current  of  harmony  there  are  some 
discords,  they  are  to  be  resolved 
into  a  fuller  harmony  as  onr  intelli- 
gence rises.  If  we  complain  of 
anything  useless  in  nature,  we  ai*e 
like  men  on  board  a  ship  in  harbour, 
and  ignorant  of  its  purpose,  who 
might  complain  of  the  masts  and 
sails  as  useless  encumbrances.  He 
dwells,  however,  less  upon  metaphors 
of  this  kind,  which  suggest  Paley's 
view  of  the  Almighty  as  a  supreme 
artificer,  than  upon  the  general 
order  and  harmony  (for  that  word 
is  never  far  from  his  lips)  percepti- 
ble throughout  the  universe.  God, 
we  may  almost  say,  is  the  harmony, 
though  lie  does  not  explicitly  adopt 
Pantheism.  Theocles,  tne  expounder 
of  his  theory  in  The  Moralists,  sets 
forth  this  view  in  a  set  hymn  to 
nature,  which,  in  spite  of  its  form- 
alities and  old-fashioned  defects  of 
style,  is  at  times  really  eloquent. 

*  O  mighty  nature  ! '  he  exclaims, 

*  wise  substitute  of  Providence, 
empowered  creatress !  Oh,  thou  em- 
powering Deity,  supreme  Creator! 
thee  I  iuvoke  and  thee  alone  adore ! 
To  thee  this  solitude,  this  place, 
these  rural  meditations  are  sacred  ; 
whilst  thus  inspired  with  harmony 
of  thought,  though  unconfined  by 
words  and  in  loose  numbers,  I  sing 
of  nature's  order  in  created  things, 
and  celebrate  the  beauties  which 
revolve  in  thee,  the  source  and 
principle  of  all  beauty  and  perfec- 
tion. '  There  is  beauty  in  the  laws 
of  matter,  in  sense  and  thought,  in 
the  noble  universe,  in  earth,  air, 
water,  light,  in  the  animal  crea- 
tion and  in  natural  scenery. 
{MfiraMsta,  Pt.  III.  §  i.)  Pope 
or  Wordsworth — for  the  two  have 
some  points  in  common — ^may  ex- 


pound his  views  in  riieiorical 

and  in  lofty  poetry.     We  need  not^ 

pursue  him  into  details. 

.From  the  conception  thus  ex- 
pounded, all  Shaftesbury's  views  of 
morality  and  religion  may  be  easily 
deduced.  His  quarrel  with  the  theo* 
logiansof  his  day  rests  on  far  deep- 
er grounds  than  any  mere  quarrel 
about  Hebrew  legends  or  Christian 
miracles.  His  objection  to  belief  in 
the  letter  of  Scripture  is  a  corollary 
from  his  theory,  not  its  foundation. 
We  need  not  enquire  whether  the 
charges  which  he  brings  against 
divines  are  founded  on  a  misappre- 
hension of  the  true  spirit  of  Christi- 
anity, or  whether  upon  the  acci- 
dental or  the  essential  doctrines. 
To  one  great  school  of  divinity,  at 
any  rate,  he  is  wholly  opposed.  He 
charges  the  divines,  in  substance, 
with  blaspheming  God, the  universe, 
and  man.  They  blaspheme  Grod 
because  they  represent  Him  as 
angry  with  His  creatures,  as  punish- 
ing the  innocent  for  the  guilty, 
and  appeased  by  the  sufferings  of 
the  virtuous.  They  blaspheme  the 
universe  because,  in  their  zeal  to 
*  miraculise  everything,'  they  rest 
the  proof  of  theology  rather  upon 
the  interruptions  to  order  than  upon 
order  itself.  (Moralists,  Pt.  11.  §  4.) 
They  paint  the  world  in  the  darkest 
colours  in  order  to  throw  a  future 
world  into  relief,  and  thus,  as  Bo- 
linorbroke  afterwards  put  it,  the 
divines  are  in  tacit  alliance  with 
the  Atheists.  Make  the  universe  a 
scene  of  hideous  chaos,  and  is  not 
the  inference  that  there  is  no  Grod 
more  leifitimate  than  the  inference 
that  a  God  exists  to  provide  com- 
pensa'ion  somewhere  ?  Shaftes- 
bnry's  view  may  be  compared  with 
Butler's,  whose  writings  bear  many 
traces  of  h is  influence.  Shaftesbury, 
like  Butler,  insists  upon  t^e  neces- 
sity of  regarding  the  universe  as  a 
half-understood  scheme.  We  cannot, 
he  &ays,  understand  the  partwithout 
a  competent  knowledge  of  the  whole; 
The  spider  is  made  for  the  fly,  and 
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ibe  fly  for  the  spider.  The  web  and 
the  wing  are  united  to  each  other. 
To  understand  the  leaf  we  mast  go 
to  the  root.  (Virtue,  Pt.  II.  §  i.) 
Every  naturalist  mast  understand 
the  organisation  in  order  to  explain 
the  organs.  (MorcdistSy'Pt,  II.  §4.) 
Bnt  in  Batter's  view,  the  world  of 
sense  is  imperfect  and  unintelligible 
except  as  a  preparation  for  a  future 
world.  Earth  is  the  ante-room  to 
heaven  and  hell.  It  is  the  seed-plot 
of  the  harvest  that  can  only  be 
reaped  in  eternity.  If  man,  to 
adopt  Shaftesbury's  familiar  illus* 
tratioD,  is  the  fly,  the  Devil  is  the 
spider.  In  Shaftesbury's  view,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  is  no  Devil 
and  no  spider  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  oui verse.  Tlie  world  is  a  com- 
plete whole  in  itself.  The  harmony 
is  perfect  without  the  chorus  of 
the  angels.  The  planets  sing  as 
they  shine,  *  the  hand  that  made  us 
w  Divine ; '  but  they  do  not  require 
the  interpretation  of  a  supernatural 
revelation.  The  Divinity,  bethought, 
had  been  exiled  from  the  universe, 
and  it  was  his  purpose  to  reclaim 
for  the  world  around  us  the  trea- 
snrea  of  beaaty  which  divines  had 
removed  to  heaven. 

Bat,  most  of  all,  divines  had  blas- 
phemed man.  The  dogroai  which 
aasert  the  corruption  of  our  nature 
are  radically  opposed  to  Shaftes- 
bury's theory.  Here,  again,  the 
same  delusion  was  to  be  enooan- 
<erBd.  In  their  zeal  to  vindicate 
God,  the  divines  had  pronounced 
all  our  own  qualities  to  be  essen- 
tially vile.  They  had  given  our 
virtaen  to  God,  and  left  to  us  merely 
the  refuse  of  selfishness  and  sensu- 
ality. This  is  the  explanation  from 
another  side  of  his  doctrine  of  en- 
thnsiasTa.  Yoa  call  your  own  im- 
pnlses  Divine  inspiration,  he  says  in 
effect,  when  they  are  essentially 
human.  With  an  affectation  of  self- 
i^hasement  yoa  are  really  indulging 
in  blasphemous  arrogance.  The  de* 
lnaions  from  which  you  suffer  are  the 
natoral  effect  of  the  misconception. 


66d  has  endowed  manivithhis  vir- 
tuous as  well  as  with  his  indifferent 
and  his  vicious  impulses.  By  arbi- 
trarily dividing  humanity,  you  fall 
into  abject  superstition,  for  you  are 
as  apt  to  make  your  God  out  of 
the  vicious  as  of  the  virtuous  qua- 
lities. This  doctrine  brings  Shaftes- 
bury into  collision  with  the  whole 
theory  of  future  rewards  and  punish- 
ments. He  believes,  indeed,  in  an 
immaterial  soul;  and  he  does  not 
explicitly  deny  the  existence  of  a 
hell,  or,  at  least,  he  does  not  deny 
that  a  belief  in  hell  has  its  advan- 
tages—for the  vulgar.  But  he 
labours  energetically  to  show  that 
hopes  and  fears  of  a  future  state 
are  so  far  from  being  the  proper 
motive  to  virtue,  that  they  are 
rather  destructive  of  its  essential 
character.  Not  only  may  such 
weapons  be  pressed  into  the  service 
of  an  evil  deity,  but  they  are  radi- 
cally immoral.  The  man  who  obeys 
the  law  under  threats  is  no  better 
than  the  man  who  breaks  it  when 
at  liberty.  *  There  is  no  more  of 
rectitude,  piety  or  sanctity  in  a 
creature  thus  reformed  than  there 
is  of  meekness  or  gentleness  in  a 
tiger  strongly  chained,  or  inno- 
cence and  sobriety  in  a  monkey 
under  the  discipline  of  the  whip.' 
The  greater  the  obedience,  the 
greater  the  morality.  The  habit  of 
acting  from  such  motives  strength- 
ens self-love,  and  discourages  the 
disinterested  love  of  God  for  His 
own  sake.  (ViHue,  Book  I.  Pt.  III. 
§3.)  In  short,  *the  excellence  of 
the  object,  not  the  reward  or  punish- 
ment, should  be  our  motive,'  though, 
where  the  higher  motive  is  inade- 
quate, the  lower  may  be  judiciously 
brought  in  aid.  {Moralists,  Pt.  IE. 
§  3.)  *  A  devil  and  a  hell,'  as  he 
elsewhere  puts  it,  '  may  prevail 
where  a  gaol  and  gallows  are 
thought  insufficient;'  but  such  mo- 
tives, he  is  careful  to  add,  are  suit- 
able to  the  vulgar,  not  to  the  *  Irberal, 
polished,  and  refined  part  of  man* 
land/  who  are  apt  to  show  that  i^ey 
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lM>ld  such  ^pions  xuurraticms  to  be  in- 
deed DO  better  tban  children's  tales 
or  the  amosement  of  the  mere  vnl- 
gar.'  (lf<>.  III.  eh.  2.)  Hell,  in  short, 
is  a  mere  ontpost  on  the  frontiers 
of  rirtne,  erected  by  jndicions  per- 
sons to  restrain  the  vnlgar  and  keep 
us  from  actual  desertion,  bat  not  an 
animating  and  essential  part  of  the 
internal  discipline.  It  need  not  be 
pointed  out  bow  far  this  diverges 
from  Butler's  theory  of  our  present 
life  as  a  '  probationary  state.' 

Shaftesbury's  theory  of  ^nrtue 
brought  him  into  collision,  not 
merely  with  the  divines,  but  with 
some  of  their  bitterest  opponents. 
The  doctrine  of  hell,  in  the  hands 
of  vulgar  expositors,  implies  a  be- 
lief in  the  utter  selfishness  of  man- 
kind. We  are  essentially  vicious 
*  tigers  *  or  *  monkeys,'  to  bo  kept 
in  awe  by  the  chain  and  the  whip. 
The  cynics  of  the  time,  of  whom 
Handeville  was  the  most  prominent 
representative,  accepted  this  theory 
of  human  nature,  whilst  abolishing 
the  doctrine  founded  upon  it.  In 
their  view,  expanded  into  a  philo- 
sophy by  Hobbes,  the  arch-enemy, 
and  crystallised  into  maxims  by 
Rochefoucauld,  man  was  selfish,  and 
all  his  virtues  mere  modifications 
of  selfishness.  Mandeville  tried  to 
show  that  public  spirit,  honour, 
^liastity,  and  benevolence  were  sim- 
ply vices  in  disguise.  They  were 
not  the  less  useful  because  founded 
on  hypocrisy,  but  they  were  mere 
hollow  shows.  Shaftesbury's  attack 
upon  this  doctrine  was  that  which 
chiefly  commended  him  to  his  con- 
temporaries. They  would  accept 
even  a  Deist  as  an  ally  against  a 
deadlier  enemy.  The  term  *  moral 
sense,'  which  he  invented  to  ex- 
plain his  doctrines,  was  turned  to 
account  by  his  successors.  Hut- 
cheson  worked  up  the  theory  with 
little  alteration  into  nn  elaborate 
system.  In  Butler  the  moral  sense 
is  transformed  into  a  conscience,  a 
word  more  appropriate  to  his  theo- 
logical conceptions.     Hartley  tried 


to  explain  the  moral  fieumlty  by  the 
laws  of  association,  and  Adam  Smith 
by  resolving  it  into  sympathy.  In 
one  shape  or  another  it  played  an 
important  part  in  the  controversies 
of  the  century.  For,  in  fact,  when 
the  old  supports  of  morality  were 
falling  into  decay,  men  naturally 
attached  supreme  importance  to  a 
bold  assertion  of  the  truth,  that  be- 
nevolence is  not  a  coldblooded  cal- 
culation of  our  private  interests. 
Shaftesbury  was  the  leader  in  the 
8trugG:le  against  that  grovelling  form 
of  utilitarianism.  Without  tracing 
the  connection  of  ideas  more  elabo- 
rately, it  is  enough  to  refer  to  the 
passage  in  which  Shaftesbury  gives 
his  own  view  most  pointedly.  His 
writings  are  everywhere  full  of  the 
same  doctrine.  Should  anyone  ask 
me,  he  says,  why  I  would  avoid 
being  nasty  when  nobody  was  pre- 
sent, I  should  think  him  a  very 
nasty  gentleman  to  ask  the  ques- 
tion. If  he  insisted,  I  should  reply, 
Because  I  have  a  nose.  If  he  con- 
tinued. What  if  you  could  not  smell!'' 
I  should  reply  that  I  would  not  see 
myself  nasty.  But  if  it  was  in  the 
dark  ?  '  Why,  even  then,  though  1 
had  neither  nose  nor  eyes,  my  sense 
of  the  matter  would  still  be  the 
same :  my  nature  would  rise  at  the 
thoughts  of  what  was  sordid ;  or  if 
it  did  not,  I  should  have  a  wretched 
nature  indeed,  and  hate  myself  for 
a  beast.' 

Our  hatred  to  vice,  in  short, 
is  a  primitive  instinct.  Shaftes- 
bury, indeed,  is  rather  apt  to  cut 
the  knot.  As  he  summarily  de- 
nies the  existence  of  evil,  he  is 
almost  inclined  to  deny  the  real 
existence  of  vicious  propensities; 
and  he  rather  shirks  than  satisfac- 
torily answers  the  difficulty  arising 
from  the  possible  collision  between 
interest  and  virtue.  He  declares 
roundly  that  it  does  not  exist.  '  To 
be  wicked  or  vicious  is  to  be  miser- 
able;' and  *  every  vicious  action 
must  be  self- injurious  and  ill.' 
Why,  then,  one  is  disposed  to  ask, 
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»  Tirtiie  so  bold  ?  Bat,  indeed,  to 
be  an  optimist  one  mast  learn  the 
lesson  of  how  to  shut  one's  eyes. 

Shaftesbarj's  theory,  however, 
falls  in  with  his  general  system. 
What,  after  all,  is  this  moral  sense 
of  which  he  speaks  ?  What  arc  the 
special  actions  which  it  approves? 
How  do  we  know  that  its  approval 
i3 final?  What  is  the  criterion  of 
morality,  and  what  the  sanctions 
which,  in  fact,  oblige  ns  to  obey  its 
dictates?  To  some  of  these  ques- 
tions Shaftesbury  gives  a  suffi- 
ciently vagae  reply,  but  his  main 
answer  cannot  be  doubtful.  The 
moral  sense  is  merely  a  particular 
case  of  that  sense  by  which  we  per- 
ceive  the  all-pervading-  harmony. 
That  harmony,  as  revealed  to  our 
imagination,  produces  the  sense  of 
the  beantifdl;  as  partially  appre- 
hended by  our  reason  it  prodace«^ 
philosophy;  and  as  intellect,  in  the 
workings  of  human  nature,  it  gives 
rise  to  the  moral  sense. 

The  festhetio  and  the  moral  per- 
ceptions are  the  same,  the  only 
difference  being  in  the  object  to 
which  they  are  applied.  'Beauty 
and  good,  with  yon,  Theocles,*  he 
says,  *  are  still  one  and  the  same.' 
(Moralists,  Pt.  III.  §  2.)  Or, 
as  he  says  elsewhere,  *  What  is 
heantifol  is  harmonious  and  pro- 
portionable ;  what  is  harmonious 
«nd  proportionable  is  true  ;  and 
what  is  at  once  both  beautiful  and 
trae,  is  of  consequence  agreeable 
and  good.*  (Mis.  III.  ch.  2.) 
It  would  be  superfluous  to  trace  the 
association  of  Shaftesbury's  ideal 
from  the  classical  moralists,  who 
▼ere  his  favourite  study,  or  from 
their  interpreters,  the  Cambridge 
Platonists.  One  consequence  fol- 
lows, from  which  Shaftesbury  does 
iMJt  shrink.  K  the  good  and  the 
heantifol  are  the  same,  the  faculty 
of  moral  approbation  is  the  same 
faculty  which  judges  of  the  fine  arts. 
We  recognise  a  hero  as  we  recognise 
a  poet  or  a  painter.  And  thus 
Shaftesbury's  last  word  is,  Cultivate 


your  taste.  Criticism  is  of  sur- 
passing importance  in  his  eyes, 
because  criticism  is  the  art  of  form- 
ing accurate  judgments,  whether 
of  religion,  or  art,  or  morality.  He 
divides  human  passions  into  the 
natural  affections,  which  lead  to  the 
good  of  the  public ;  the  *  self-affec- 
tions, which  lead  only  to  the  good 
of  the  private ;'  and  those  which,  as 
simply  injurious,  may  be  called  the 
*  unnatural  affections.'  {Virtue^ 
Pt.  I.  §  3.)  To  eliminate  the 
last,  and  to  establish  a  just  harmony 
between  the  others,  is  the  problem 
of  the  moralist ;  and  he  will  judge 
of  the  harmonious  development  of 
a  man  as  a  critic  would  judge  of  the 
harmony  of  a  painting  or  a  piece  of 
music.  Man,  again,  can  be  fully 
understood  only  as  part  of  the  great 
human  family.  He  will  be  in  har- 
mony with  his  race  when  so  deve- 
loped as  to  contribute  in  the  greatest 
degree  to  the  general  harmony. 
Ho  is  a  member  of  a  vast  choir,  and 
must  beat  out  his  part  in  the 
general  music.  Hence  he  dwells 
chiefly  on  the  development  of  tho 
benevolent  emotions,  though  ex- 
plicitly admitting  that  they  may 
be  sometimes  developed  in  excess. 
The  love  of  humanity,  however, 
must  be  the  ruling  passion.  He 
meets  the  objection — one  often 
made  to  Comte — that  one  may  love 
the  individual  but  not  the  species, 
which  is  *  too  metaphysical  an  ob- 
ject '  (Moralists,  II.  §  i ),  by 
maintaining  that  to  be  a  '  friend  to 
anyone  in  particular  it  is  necessary 
to  be  first  a  friend  to  mankind.' 
(lb.  §  2.)  He  has  been  in 
love,  he  says,  with  the  people  of 
ancient  Rome  in  many  ways,  but 
specially  under  the  symbol  of  *  a 
beautiful  youth  called  the  Gtenius  of 
the  People.'  Make  such  a  figure  of 
mankind  or  nature,  and  he  will 
regard  it  with  equal  affection. 
(MoralisU,  Pt.  IT.  §  2.)  The 
answer  is  the  hymn  to  nature^ 
already  quoted. 
Amongst  various  comments  npon 
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Shafbesbury,  this  part  of  his  system 
was    selected  for    special    attack. 
The.moralisto,  generally  known  as 
the  Intellectual  school,  maintained 
that  it  made  all  morality  arbitrary. 
Price,  for  example,  in  his  system  of 
morality,  argnes  that  as  there  is  no 
-dispntiug  about    tastes,    a    moral 
theory  which  rests  upon  taste  would 
allow    of    an    infinite    variety  of 
fluctuating  standards.    Shaftesbury 
had  anticipated  and  endeavoured  to 
refute  the  objection.      Ho  declared 
that  the  maxims  drawn  from  poli- 
tical theories  as  to  the  balance  of 
power  were  *  as  evident  as  those  in 
mathematics'   (Wit   and  Uumnur^ 
Pt.   HI.    §    i),  and  inferred  that 
moral  maxims  founded  on  a  proper 
theory   of  the  balance  of  passions 
would  be  equally  capable  of  rigid 
demonstration.      The   harmony  of 
which  he  spoke  had  an  objective 
reality,  and  did  not  reside  in  the 
ear  of  the  hearer.      The  cultivation 
of  the  moral  sense  was  necessary 
to  enable  us  to  catch  its  Divine 
notes;   but    the   judgment  of   all 
cultivated    observers    would    ulti- 
mately be  the  same.     If  a  writer  on 
music  were  to  say  that  the  rule  of 
harmony  was  caprice,  he  would  be 
ridiculous.     *  Harmony  is  harmony 
by  nature,  let  men  judge  ever  so  ri- 
diculously of  music*  Symmetry  and 
proportion  are  equally  founded  in 
nature,  *let  men's  fancy  prove  ever 
80  barbarous  or  their  fashions  ever 
so  Gothic  in  theirarchitecture,  sculp- 
ture, or  other  designing  art.     'Tis 
the  same  case  where  life  and  man- 
ners are  concerned.     Virtue  has  the 
same  fixed  standard.      The  same 
numbers,  harmony  and  proportion, 
will  have  place  in  morals ;  and  are 
discoverable  in  the  character  and 
affections  of  mankind ;  in  which  are 
laid  the  just  foundations  of  our  uvi 
and  science,  superior  to  every  other 
of  human  practice  and  comprehen- 
sion.'     (Soliloquy,  Ft.   III.  §    3.) 
Shaftesbury  is  in  his  own  language, 
a  *  realist '  in  his  Theism  and  his 
morality.     Virtue  is  a  ideality,  and 


can  be  discovered  by  all  who  wjJi 
go  through  the  necessary  process 
of  self-culture. 

Of  Shaftesbury's  theories,  false 
or  true,  it  may  safely  be  said  that 
they  were  of  high  value  as  protests 
against  the  materialising  tendencies 
of  his  age.  It  was  good  that  men 
should  have  a  loftier  theory  of  re- 
ligion put  before  them  than  that 
which  made  heaven  and  hell  thjs 
sole  motive  powers,  and  aspired  to 
erect  a  trained  and  deliberate  self- 
ishness into  the  place  of  all  the 
virtues.  If  his  explanations  were 
not  satisfiactory,  they  helped  to 
raise  men  above  the  teachings  of 
the  metaphysicians  and  the  cynics. 
The  two  theories  which  were  in 
possession  of  the  field  when  he 
wrote,  appeared  to  imply  that 
morality  was  a  branch  of  pure 
mathematics  or  of  mechanic.^. 
Neither  would  bear  inspection,  and 
both  sanctioned  the  selfishness  of 
the  prevailing  theological  dogmas. 
Shaftesbury's  protest  was  nt-eded, 
and  the  spirit  of  his  practical 
morality  was  elevated  if  rather 
wanting  in  force.  In  spite  of  his 
confused  and  pedantic  style,  there 
struggle  to  light  in  his  pa^es  many 
indications  of  a  really  noble  spirit, 
a  wide  cultivation,  and  a  sympathy 
with  the  chief  intellectual  currents 
of  his  time. 

And  yet  it  is  not  to  be  denied 
that  there  is  something  flimsy  in  his 
speculations.  They  crumble  in  our 
hands.  When  we  would  come  to 
close  quarters  with  him  he  with- 
draws, like  a  Homeric  god,  into  a 
cloud  of  rather  unsubstantial  elo- 
quent^. He  has  been  accused,  and, 
in  spite  of  Dr.  Spicker's  protest,  I 
think  truly  accused,  of  what  may 
be  called  superfine  philosophy.  His 
morality  is  meant  for  the  cultivated 
gentleman  and  *  virtuoso,'  not  for 
the  ordinary  man  at  death- grips 
with  the  evils  of  the  world.  He 
calmly  leaves  hell  for  the  vulgar, 
and  holds  in  a  new  sense  that  sncli 
a  place  should  not  be  mentiouod 
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to  ears  polite.  He  would  so  far 
approve  the  sentiment  aboat  God 
thiiikiog  twice  before  damning  a 
person  of  quality,  that  he  would 
certainly  consider  such  a  measure 
superfluous.  Cultivation  of  the 
i»ste  is  a  very  excellent  thing,  but 
Dot  quite  applicable  to  ploughmen 
and  sempstresses.  Yet  the  plough- 
men and  the  sempstresses  reqnire 
the  aids  of  religion  as  much  as  their 
neijchbonrs ;  and,  indefid,  a  morality 
which  abandons  the  task  of  reach- 
ing the  poor  and  ignorant  is  but 
poor  8tufi'at  bottom.  When  Shaftes- 
bury contemptuously  turned  over 
the  vulgar  to  be  kept  in  order  by 
threats  of  hell,  he  was  in  fact  aban- 
doning the  real  power  over  mankind 
to  the  priests,  whom  ho  despised, 
bat  who  knew  how  to  work  that 
terrible  machinery.  Underlying 
this  weakness,  however,  there  is,  as 
Dr.  Spicker  well  proves,  a  far  deeper 
one.  Optimism  is  a  very  pleasant 
theory,  but  it  cannot  be  made  to 
work.  Candide  will  get  the  better 
of  Pangloss  when  their  theories  are 
tested  by  experience.  There  are 
hideous  things  in  the  world  which 
cannot  be  hid  from  sight  or  left  out 
of  our  account  in  drawing  up 
schemes  of  morality.  Poverty  and 
starvation  and  disease  may  be 
blessiDgs  in  disguise,  but  the  dis- 
guise will  last  our  time.  To  say 
that  they  are  r>ot  real  evils,  is  use- 
less for  Sliafl^sbnry's  purpose.  We 
ha?e  to  assume  their  reality,  whether 


or  not  we  may  be  able  to  discover 
some  day  that  they  are  ultimately 
mere  shams.  Nobody  in  grief  or 
serious  temptation  would  be  in- 
fluenced by  Shaftesbury's  plausible 
philosophising.  To  the  statement  that , 
there  cannot  be  evil,  they  reply  only 
too  confidently  there  is.  To  bear 
up  against  it,  and  to  fight  our  way 
to  a  better  state  of  things,  is  our 
great  duty  in  this  world  ;  and  we 
shall  not  overcome  our  enemies  by 
blandly  denying  their  existence. 
The  error  into  which  Shaftesbury 
fal's  is  something  like  the  ordinary 
misconceptions  of  Berkeley's  theory. 
Because  there  is  said  to  be  no 
such  thing  as  substance,  we  are  to 
knock  our  heads  against  a  post. 
Because  there  is  no  cure  for  evil  in 
Shaftesbury's  metaphysical  system, 
we  are  to  act  in  this  world  of  hard 
facts  as  if  it  were  a  mere  fancy.  It  is 
better  to  take  things  as  they  are, 
and  make  the  best  of  them  without 
vain  repinings  in  an  equally  vain 
attempt  to  retreat  into  a  dreamland 
of  philosophy. 

To  complete,  however,  the  view 
of  Shaffcesbary's  influence  on  bis 
time,  and  to  detect  the  cbuses  of 
its  failure  and  success,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  consider  the  theori^a  of 
some  of  his  opponents.  The  most 
complete  antithesis  to  Shaftesbury 
was  Mandeville;  and  on  a  future 
occasion  we  may  endeavour  to  draw 
his  portrait  by  way  of  pendant  to 
that  of  his  noble  antagonist. 

L.  S. 
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A  SKETCH  OP  M,  THIERS. 


LOUIS  ADOLPHE  THIERS 
was  bom  at  Marseilles,  April 
1 6, 1 79  7 .  His  mother,  whose  familj, 
once  wealthy  by  commerce,  had 
fallen  into  poverty,  was  married 
to  a  mechanic,  a  locksmith  by 
trade.  M.  Thiers  thus  began  life 
without  any  adventitious  aid  from 
fortune,  either  of  birth  or  purse. 
He  has  become  an  historian  of 
celebrity;  he  has  taken  the  fore- 
most rank  in  politics  as  well  as  in 
literature.  Amongst  the  number- 
less decorations  and  titles  of  honour 
licld  by  him  at  various  times,  are 
those  of  President  of  the  Council, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Minis- 
ter of  the  Interior,  Member  of  the 
French  Academy,  Grand  OflBcer  of 
the  Legion  of  Honour,  and,  at  the 
last,  to  crown  his  life,  wo  see  him 
in  his  present  exalted  position. 
We  must  acknowledge  that  this 
man,  who  began  his  career  without 
a  penny  piece,  with  no  name,  in 
person  of  mean  appearance,  without 
a  patron  or  friends,  owes  more  to 
himself  than  to  fortune.  Nature's 
gifts  to  him  were  great  talents,  and 
He-kss  ambition,  indomitable  force 
of  will,  and  great  tenacity  of  pur- 
pose. Young  Thiers  commenced 
his  education  at  the  imperial  lycee 
of  Marseilles,  having  woji  a  scho- 
larship, and  being  partly  assisted 
by  his  maternal  relatives.  Here 
he  worked  hard  until  tho  age  of 
eighteen,  when  in  1815  ho  went  up 
to  Aix  to  study  law.  At  Aix  he 
formed  a  friendship,  continued 
through  life,  with  M.  Mignet,  who, 
like  himself,  had  come  up  to  Aix 
from  the  imperial  lycee  at  Avignon, 
and  whose  name,  as  an  historian 
and  publicist,  rivals  that  of  his  more 
politically  famous  fellow- student. 
Both  the  youths,  while  studying 
the  Digest  and  the  Civil  Code  for 
their  examinations,  gave  themselves 
up  with  ardour  to  the  pursuit  of 


literature,  philosophy,  history,  and 
politics.  Thiers  soon  became  tho 
leader  of  a  party  amongst  the 
students,  and  at  their  meetings 
used  to  denounce  in  violent  lan- 
guage the  Gk)vemment  of  the  Re- 
storation, was  for  ever  'spouting' 
against  it,  and  rehearsing  the  glo- 
rious memory  of  tho  Republic  and 
of  the  Empire.  In  this  way  he  got 
into  disgrace  with  the  professors, 
who  loved  peace  and  quiet,  and 
became  an  abomination  in  the  eyes 
of  the  commissary  of  police,  while 
his  comrades  adored  him. 

In  spite,  however,  of  all  opposi- 
tion, he  carried   off*  the  prize  for 
eloquence:    and   a  good    story   is 
told  of  the  way  in  which  he  won  it. 
Young  Thiers  sent  in  an  essay  for 
a  prize  offered  by  the  Academy  of 
Aix;  his  name,   however,  was  di- 
vulged, and  the  learned  Areopagites, 
rather  than  assign  the  prize  to  the 
little  Jacobin,  which  his  efforts  had 
entitled    him    to,    determined     to 
postpone   the   adjudication   of  the 
prize  to   the   following  year.      At^ 
the    time    appointed    the     manu- 
script    of    M.     Thiers     reappear- 
ed,  but  meanwhile  an  essay  bad 
come  from  Paris  which  distanced  all 
the  others,  and  gnined  the  crown, 
while  that  of  M.  Thiers  was  placed 
second.      Great  was  the   grief    of 
the  Academicians  of  Bouches-du- 
Rh6ne    when,    on    unsealing     the 
motto  of  the  laureate  from  Paris,  it 
was  found  to  belong  to  M.  Thiers, 
who  had  maliciously  amused  him- 
self with  mystifying  the  honourable- 
Academicians  by  treating  the  subject 
of  the  prize  from  anotner  point  of 
view,  having  his  manuscript  copied 
by  a  sti'ange  hand,  and  forward- 
ing   it    to   Paris,   whence   it    was 
sent  to  Aix.     Ho   thus  won   both 
the  prize  and  the  proxime  accessit. 

Having  donned  the  legal  robe,  M. 
Thiers  soon  saw  that,  in  a   town 
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where  name  and  connections  had 
nrach  to  do  with  the  success  of  a 
man,  it  would  be  difficult  for  him 
to  emerge  from  the  obscurity  in 
which  he  h£4)pened  to  have  been 
born.  He  th^efore  determined  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  Paris,  whither 
M.  Mignct  accompanied  him,  and 
the  comrades  arrived  there  rich 
enough  in  talents  and  hope,  but 
with  a  very  light  purse.  An  eye- 
witness thus  describes  their  modest 
apartment  'I  climbed  up  to  the 
top  of  a  dingy  hotel  garni, 
sitoate  at  the  end  of  the  dark 
and  dirty  passage  Montesquieu, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  populous 
and  noisy  quarters  of  Paris.  Having 
reached  the  fourth  storey,  I  opened 
the  door  of  a  little  smoky  room, 
the  furniture  of  which  consisted  of 
a  small  chest  of  drawers,  a  wooden 
bedstead,  with  white  dimity  cur- 
tains, two  chairs,  and  a  little  black 
table,  very  shaky  on  its  legs.* 

The  poor  provincial  lawyer,  ob- 
scure and  uidoiown,  did  not  waste 
his  time  in  waiting,  with  crossed 
arms,  for  fortune  to  come  to  him. 
In  the  beginning  of  1825,  during 
theViUele  Alinistry,  M.Manuel,  the 
Liberal  orator,  was  expelled  from 
the  Chamber.  M.  Thiers,  the  am- 
bitious plebeian,  saw  at  a  glance 
the  part  to  take  up  under  an  aris- 
tocratic Grovemment,  and  at  once 
called  on  M,  Manuel,  who,  like  him- 
self, was  from  the  South.  M.  Thiers 
was  received  with  open  arms,  and 
introduced  to  M.  Laffitte,  and  placed 
on  the  list  of  writers  for  the  Ooti- 
ftiiidiminel.  M.  Thiers  understood 
W  to  turn  the  opportunity  to  ac- 
count. Eminently  gifted  by  nature 
for  polemics,  he  became  noted  for 
the  power  and  boldness  of  his  pen, 
And  the  young  journalist  soon  ob- 
tamed  the  entry  to  the  houses  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  Opposition,  MM. 
Laffitte,  Casimir  P^rier,  De  Fla- 
^t,  the  Baron  Louis,  and  M.  de 
Talleyrand,  the  last-named  by  no 
oeans  a  man  easy  of  access,  but 
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who  quickly  divined  the  powers  of 
the  young  Southerner. 

M.    Thiers    to    his    marvellous 
facility  of  style  joined  a  wonderful 
memory,  a  prodigious  fluency,  and 
no  less  powers  of  quick  compre- 
hension.    He   found  time,   in  the 
midst  of  his  work  for  the  daily 
press,   to    make  visits,   talk    with 
everybody,  hear  everything,  and  to 
store  up  for  meditation  and  study 
the  fruit  of  his  conversations  with 
the  principal  actors  in  the  revolu- 
tionary diiyna ;  men  who  had  for- 
merly sat  in  the   Legislative  As- 
sembly, or  at  the  Council  of  the 
Five  Hundred,  or  had  been  Mem- 
bers of  the  Corps  L^gislatif,  or  of 
the   Tribunate,    Girondins,  Monta- 
gnards,  old  generals  of  the  Empire, 
diplomates,  financiers,  men  of  tho 
pen,   men   of  the   sword,    men   of 
brains,  men  of  physical  force.     Such 
were  the  various  men  with  whom 
M.  Thiers  daily  conversed,  question- 
ing   one,   button-holding    another, 
giving  an  ear  to  all ;  and  then  he 
would    go    home,    weave    up    the 
broken  fragments,  and,  spending  the 
night  over  the  pages  of  the  Mwiiteur, 
add  another  leaf  to  his  History  of 
the  Revolution.     This  work,  which 
placed  M.  Thiers,  at  least  tempo- 
rarily, in  the  first  rank  of  literatm^, 
is  dedicated  to  the  glorification  of 
one  of  the  greatest  events  that  have 
occurred  in  the  world.    The  pictures 
of  men  of  the  day,  the  financial  and 
poUtical  studies,  are  always  striking. 
The  military  part  is  treated  with 
a    clearness    of    strategical    expo- 
sition   and    firmness  of   handling 
wonderful    for   a    man    who   had 
never  seen  fire,  and  the  descriptions 
of  the  campaigns  in  Italy  are,  in 
the  opinion  of  competent  judges, 
real    chefs-d^oeuvre.     On  the  other 
hand,  many  think  the  work  has  a 
fundamental  taint,  the  result  of  the 
variety  of  impressions  the  author 
received  on  his  mind.     M.  Thiers 
starts  from    a    fatalistic    point    of 
view ;  he  admires  a  man  so  long  as 
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he  is  Bucoessfiil,  and  an  institution 
until  it  cmmbles  away  and  &lls  to 
the  ground.  With  M.  Thiers  he 
who  wins  is  always  right,  ho  who 
loses  always  wrong.  It  is  a  system 
of  complete  indifference— the  apo- 
theosis of  success. 

About  this  period  M.  Thiers  was 
introduced,  through  a  poor  book- 
seller, by  name  Schubartb.  to  the 
great  lord  and  milHonaire  of  the 

§ublishing  world,  the  Baron  Cotta. 
'he  Baron  conceived  an  enthusiastic 
admiration  for  M.  Thiers, andshowed 
his  sympathy  in  the  practical  form 
of  a  present  of  a  share  in  the  Con- 
stUutionnel  paper,  at  that  time  of 
considerable  value.  Now  M.  Thiers 
descended  from  his  fourth  floor  and 
became  the  dandy,  frequented  Tor- 
toni's,  and  rode  in  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne. 

By  and  by  M.  Thiers  became 
dissatisfied  with  the  threadbare, 
monotonous  Voltaireism  of  the  Con- 
stitutUnvnel,  He  thoaght  this  organ 
of  old-fashioned  Liberalism  belund 
the  times,  and  that  something 
younger  and  more  democratic  was 
wanted.  In  1828  M.  Thiers  started 
the  National^  under  the  financial 
patronage  of  the  leading  men  in 
the  Chamber,  being  assisted  by  M. 
Armand  Carrel  and  the  cleverest 
men  of  the  most  advanced  party. 
Now  commenced  that  fierce  attack 
which  M.  Thiers  ably  and  perse- 
veringly  led  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Restoration.  Day  after 
day  M.  Thiers  mounted  the  breach 
and  fouffht  M.  Polignac ;  he  ha- 
rassed  3ie  Minister  unceasingly; 
he  blamed  him  for  what  he  did  and 
for  what  he  did  not  do,  giving  him 
neither  credit  nor  quarter.  The  re- 
sult was  the  Ordinances  of  July, 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  and  the  barricades  on 
the  morning  of  the  26th  of  July, 
1830.  All  the  journalists  met  at 
the  office  of  the  National.  M.  Thiers 
was  at  his  post ;  a  collective  protest 
was  drawn  up,  to  which  he  was  the 


first  to  attach  his  name — an  act 
of  undoubted  courage,  as  all  who 
signed  did  so  at  the  risk  of  their 
hwfcds.  On  the  27th  of  July  the 
people  also  made  their  protest  in 
the  streets  by  the  barricades,  and 
signed  it  with  musket  shots.  M. 
Thiers,  probably  thinking  that  the 
pen  was  the  only  arm  he  could 
wield  with  advantage,  went  away 
to  take  a  stroll  beneath  the  oaks  at 
Montmorency,  and  re-entered  Paris 
on  the  2  9 thy  when  the  fighting  was 
over.  The  story  goes  that  Mont- 
morency being  not  a  great  way 
firom  Neuilly,  M.  Thiers  made  a 
little  excursion  in  that  direction 
during  the  three  days. 

On  the  establishment  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  9th  of  August — that 
of  Louis  Philippe — M.  Thiers  was 
named  a  Privy  Councillor,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties,  though  without 
the  title,  of  General  Secretary  of 
Finance,  under  the  Baron  Lonis. 
It  was  not  long  before  the  Ministry 
of  July,  which  was  made  up  of  in- 
compatible elements,  fell  to  pieces. 
One  section  desired  to  advance, 
another  to  remain  in  statu  qxio ;  this 
party  urged  repressive  measures, 
that  propagandism.  The  Liberals 
carried  the  day,  and  M.  Laffitte 
became  President  of  the  Council. 
It  has  been  alleged  that  about  this 
time  the  King  offered  the  Portfolio 
of  Finance  to  the  young  Privy 
Councillor,  and  that  he  refased  it 
on  the  ground  of  his  youth,  not 
wishing  to  become  Minister  before 
his  time.  The  fact  requires  con- 
firmation.  Be  it  as  it  may,  M. 
Thiers  now  received  the  official 
title  of  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
and,  under  M.  Laffitte,  supported 
one  of  the  most  terrible  financial 
crises  France  had  known. 

M.  Laffitte  being  absorbed  with 
the  functions  pertaining  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council,  the  Adminis- 
tration of  Finance  was  actually 
directed  by  M.  Thiers,  who  showed, 
by  his  writings  upon  Law's  system, 
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that  he   had  staidied  the  subject 
deeply. 

M.  Thiere  was  at  this  time  named 
Depatyrfor  the  town  of  Aix,  And 
made  his  debut  as  a  speaker  in  the 
Quimbers,   but  was  received  with 
strong  macks  of  general  disfiiyour. 
Saturated  with  the  memories  of  the 
Convention,  M.  Thiers  posed  him- 
self a  la  Dsmton,  and  made  use  of 
'taUtalk.'  'He  would  save  Poland; 
be  would  pass  the  Bhine,  and  de- 
mooiatise  the  world ! '     These  war- 
like  ideas  frightened  the  timid,  and 
his  turgid  deliveiy  fisitigued  evorj- 
bodjT.    On  the  Ml  of  M.  Laffitte, 
IL  Casimir  P^er  became  Minister 
(March  15,    1831),  and  his  policy 
was  the  direct  contrary  to  that  of 
his  predecessor.     The   Opposition, 
whidi  rallied  round  M.  Laffitte,  ex- 
pected to  count  M.  Thiers  in  their 
ranks,  but  his  first  speech  was  a 
virulent    attack    upon    their    pro- 
gramme.    This  sudden  transforma- 
tion wounded  M.  Laffitte  deeply, 
embarrassed '  his  party,  and  asto- 
mshed  everybody.     The  firiends  of 
M.   Thiers  explained  the  briuque 
change  on  the  plea  of  patriotism: — 
'M.  Thiers  had  thought  it  his  duty 
to  lacrifice    personal    convictions, 
friendship,    a»d    sjnmpathy,     that 
France  might  have  repose.'    Hence- 
forth there  was  a  marked  coolness 
between  the   ex-President  of   the 
Conncil  of  the  ^ih  of  November 
and  the  ally  of  the  Ministry  of  the 
15th  of  March. 

Throughout  the  session  M.  Thiers 
&e  innovator  cared  for  no  more 
novelties ;  M.  Thiers  the  martialist 
and  propagandist  abhorred  both 
war  and  propagandism,  while  he 
loodly  proclaimed  the  necessity  of 
feion  and  peace. 

When  the  question  of  an  here- 
ditary peerage  came  on,  M.  Thiers 
•lone  defended  it,  for  the  Govern- 
ment, fearing  the  strength  of  the 
Opposition,  gave  way.  Onthisocca- 
Mi  M.  Thiers  altered  his  style  of 
"POi^g ;  from  an  orator  he  beoune  a 


politician;  his  former  gesticulation 
and  bombast  were  changed  fora  style 
simple,  lively,  and  rapid,  that  suc- 
ceeded marvellously.  The  hok'edi- 
tary  peerage  was  lost,  but  M.  Thiers 
rose  to  a  level  with  the  best  speakers 
in  the  House,  and  he  has  known 
how  to  maintain  his  position. 

Casimir  Perier  died  shortly  after 
this,  and  on  October  11,  1831,  M. 
Thiers  arrived  at  last  at  the  Minis- 
try of  the  Interior,  Marshal  Soult  be- 
ing President.  The  position  of  the 
Oovemment  was  very  alarming.  La 
Vendee  was  in  a  blaze.  Belgium  was 
threatened.  Lritation  was  universal. 
M.  Thiers  without  hesitation  tnirned 
towards  the  West,  as  the  point  of 
greatest  danger.  The  Duchess  of 
Bern  was  arrested  and  the  civil 
war  extinguished.  Then  the  Go- 
vernment, by  a  bold  stroke,  seized 
the  citadel  of  Antwerp,  and  as- 
sured the  tranquillity  of  Belgium. 
The  session  opened,  and  on  the 
strength  of  these  two  acts  the  Mi- 
nistry of  October  11  obtained  a 
large  majority  in  the  Chambers. 

M.  Thiers,  disgusted,  it  is  said, 
by  the  police  business  attached  to 
the  Ministry  of  the  Interior,  eXf 
changed  it  for  the  portfolio  of  Com- 
merce and  Public  Works.  He  began 
in  his  new  post  by  asking  for  a 
credit  of  100  millions  of  francs  to 
carry  out  great  works  of  public 
utility.  The  credit  was  granted; 
the  statue  of  Napoleon  was  replaced 
on  its  column,  the  Arc  de  Triomphe 
de  rfitoile  was  completed,  the 
works  at  the  Madeleine  were  ac- 
tively prosecuted,  the  palace  of  the 
Quai  d'Orsay  was  raised,  the  roads 
were  put  into  repair,  the  canals 
cleared,  thousands  of  workmen  were 
employed,  and  Industry  began  to 
raise  her  head. 

The  storm,  however,  soon  ga- 
thered again.  In  the  beginning  of 
1834  signs  of  violent  agitation  by 
the  Eepublican  party  induced  the 
Government  to  bring  forward  the 
law  against  associations.    M.  Thiers 
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g9.ve  it  his  strenuous  support,  not 
merely  as  a  temporary  expedi- 
ent, but  as  a  permanent  principle 
for  the  benefit  of  public  order  and 
safety.  Being  considered  the  most 
active  and  energetic  of  the  Minis- 
ters^ he  was  soon  restored  to  his  old 
post  of  Minister  of  the  Interior.  A 
few  days  later  the  insurrection  broke 
out  atljyons  and  at  Paris.  M.  Thiers 
now  had  occasion  to  show  true  phy- 
sical bravery,  for  Captain  Key  and 
young  Armand  de  Vareilles  were 
shot  at  his  side  at  the  barricades, 
by  bullets  aimed  at  the  Minister. 
The  insurrection  was  quelled.  When 
the  trials  came  on,  M.  Thiers,  at  the 
council  board,  opposed  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  Chamber  of  Peers  as  inop- 
portune and  mischievous,  but  con- 
sented to  bow  to  the  decision  of  the 
majority.  Soon  grave  discussions 
arose  in  the  Cabinet  of  October  ii. 
Marshal  SoultandM.Thiersdescend- 
cd  to  gross  personalities,  and  fell  to 
disputing  instead  of  discussing.  The 
old  hero  of  Toulouse  ended  by  ap- 
plying a  coarse  epithet  to  his  young 
colleague,  much  to  the  gratification 
of  the  latter,  and  the  Marshal  re- 
tired. Marshal  Gerard  was  called 
upon  to  take  his  place,  but,  finding 
himself  in  direct  opposition  to  M. 
Thiers  on  the  amnesty  question,  he 
also  retired.  M.  Thiers,  not  yet 
daring  to  aspire  to  the  President- 
ship, and  unable  to  find  a  President, 
sent  in  his  own  resignation. 

Then  followed  the  comedy  of 
the  Bassano  Ministry,  which  lasted 
three  days.  At  last  Marshal  Mor- 
tier  devoted  himself,  and  M.  Thiers 
took  back  again  the  portfolio  of  the 
Interior. 

When  the  session  of  1835  opened, 
the  amnesty  question  reappeared, 
M.  Thiers  still  opposing  it  as  before. 
A  few  days  later  he  took  part  in  a 
wholly  peaceful  ceremony,  being 
admitted  a  member  of  the  French 
Academy. 

Marshal  Mortier  soon  wearied  of 
playing  a  mere    nominal  part  as 


President,  and  resigned.  A  fresh  im^ 
hroglio  followed,  M.  Guizot  would 
not  have  M.  Thiers  for  Presi- 
dent. M.  Thiers  would  not  have 
M.  de  Broglie,  and  like  Achilles 
retired  to  his  tent,  but  ended  by 
accepting  M.  de  Broglie.  M.  Thiers 
was  at  the  side  of  the  King  when 
Fieschi's  infernal  machine  exploded 
at  the  fetes  of  July.  Grave  results 
followed  this  unhappy  occurrence* 
The  Chambers  were  called  together. 
New  laws,  brought  forward  in  Sep- 
tember, restricting  the  functions  of 
juries  and  the  fre^om  of  the  press, 
were  carried  by  a  large  majority ; 
and  these  strong  measures  were 
supported  by  M.  Thiers. 

By  and  by  the  struggle  between 
M.  Thiers  and  M.  Guizot  waxed 
hotter,  and  the  latter  retired  to- 
gether with  M.  de  BrogUe.  M. 
Thiers  then  became  Minister  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  and  President  of  the 
Council.  Suddenly  mattery  became 
serious  in  Spain.  The  question  of 
intervention  was  raised  at  the  coun- 
cil board.  M.  Thiers,  desiring  in- 
tervention, found  himself  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  Crown,  and  acting 
independently  sent  in  his  resigna- 
tion. Then  the  Ministry  of  April  1 5, 
with  Count  Mole  as  President,  was 
formed.  M.  Thiers  during  the  re- 
cess made  a  pleasure  tour  in  Italy, 
and  having  kissed  the  Pope's  toe, 
returned  laden  with  Roman  medals, 
medisBval  caskets,  and  arguments 
for  the  Left  Centre. 

Presently  the  storm  rose  against 
the  Ministry,  and  about  the  middle 
of  1838  the  Coalition  was  formed. 
Men  of  the  most  opposed  parties 
abjured  their  mutual  resentments, 
and  joined  together  to  fight  side  by 
side  for  the  moment,  but  afterwards 
to  dispute  about  the  victory.  Thus 
the  Ministry  of  the  1 5  th  of  April 
fell,  and  for  two  months  doctri^ 
naires,  men  of  the  Right  Centre,  men 
of  the  tiers-parti,  men  of  the  Left 
Centre,  grasped  at  the  Ministerial 
hafofij  and  wasted  their  strength  in 
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combinations  which  proved  abortive 
as  soon  as  they  were  conceived. 

M.  TJiiere,  who  led  the  Coalition, 
became  the  temporaiy  idol  of  that 
Teiy  Opposition  press  he  had  just 
before  treated  so  badly.  He  was 
unable  to  form  a  Cabinet  by  himself, 
and  would  not  accept  Marshal  Soult 
as  President  except  on  the  condi- 
tion of  holding  the  portfolio  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs,  which  his  old  colleague 
of  October  1 1  refused  to  grant. 
Pat  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidentship,  M.  Thiers  found 
himself  stranded.  ■  The  events  of 
May  12  soon  solved  the  crisis,  and 
M.  Thiers,  after  sitting  on  the 
Ministerial  bench  for  seven  years, 
found  himself  back  again  in  the 
Opposition,  a  simple  deputy,  with- 
out office,  as  at  the  dawn  of  the 
Re?olution,and  nearer  to  M.  Laffitte 
than  he  had  been  since  Casimir 
Perier  was  Minister.  But  though 
without  office  he  was  still  the 
most  eloquent  man  after  his  man- 
uer,  and  a  centre  of  attraction.  A 
clever  writer*  thus  describes  him  in 
the  House  at  this  period : — 

On  entering  tlie  Chamber  of  Deputies  on 
ft  parliamentary  field  day,  Tve  may  sen  in 
tile  tribune  a  little  man  in  a  state  of  violent 
agitation.  His  head  is  only  just  visible 
abore  the  marble  rail  that  tops  the  narrow 
cage  firom  whence  each  speaker  in  his  tnrn 
perorates.  The  face  that  belongs  to  that 
head  is  a  very  plain  one,  and  as  it  were 
hang  behind  a  huge  pair  of  spectacles,  but 
the  features  are  lively,  mobile,  expressive, 
aod  original.  Now,  while  we  wait  for  the 
Kbool-room  buzz  of  the  deputies  to  sub- 
ade,  let  us  look  at  the  shape  of  the  mouth. 
The  lips,  thin,  capricious,  sneering  like 
Vohaire's,  are  in  continual  jplay  with  a 
smile  that  is  delicate,  sarcastic,  and  in- 
quisitorial in  the  extreme.  At  last  the 
Honourable  House  subsides  into  silence; 
the  orator  begins  to  speak;  listen,  or  if 
your  organisation  is  delicate  and  musical, 
stop  your  ears  at  first  and  open  them  by 
<l«p«e9,  for  the  voice  you  will  hear  is  one 
<rf  those  shrill,  scolding,  stridulous  voices 
that  would  make  a  Lablache  faint  or  a 
Babini  shudder.  It  is  a  dubious,  abnormal. 


epicene-kind  of  a  voice,  neither  masculine 
nor  feminine,  perhaps  ratl^er  of  the  neuter 
gender,  and  smacks  strongly  of  a  provin- 
cial accent ;  and  yet  this  little  man  of  no 
appearance,  no  position,  and  with  such  a 
voice,  is  none  other  than  M.  Thiers,  one  of 
the  most  eminent  men  of  the  da}',  one  of 
the  most  powerful  orators  in  the  House. 
That  shijll,  squeaking  voice  utters  words 
which  are  always  heard  with  favour,  and 
are  often  applauded  with  frantic  enthusiasm. 
From  that  nasal  larynx  fiows  out  a  speech 
clear  as  crystal,  rapid  as  thought,  weighty 
and  concise  as  meditation. 

M.  Thiers  did  not,  however,  re- 
main long  out  of  office ;  he  became 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  March 
1840,  but  yielded  the  place  to  M. 
Guizot  in  October  of  the  same  year. 
In  1842,  as  chief  of  the  Left  Centre, 
M.  Thiers  supported  in  a  powerful 
speech  the  law  for  excluding  the 
Duchess  of  Orleans.  In  1845  ^^ 
urged  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
preventing  the  extension  of  the 
order  of  Jesuits  in  France,  and 
they  were  expelled  again  as  in  183 1. 
During  these  and  the  following 
years  M.  Thiers  was  chiefly  occupied 
in  his  library,  and  contributed  to 
the  press.  In  1847  appeared  an 
article  in  the  Constituticrtiiiely  in 
which  he  declared  that  '  he  was  on 
the  side  of  the  Revolution  and 
■would  never  betray  it.'  The  fall  of 
the  Monarchy  was  no^  close  at 
hand,  and  on  the  prohibition  of  the 
mtcnded  reform  banquet,  February 
21,  1848,  M.  Guizot  being  im- 
peached and  resigning,  the  King 
called  upon  M.  Thiers,  but  he  was 
unable  to  stem  the  revolutionary  tor- 
rent, and  Louis  Philippe  abdicated. 
On  December  10,  1848,  M.  Thiers 
voted  for  Louis  Napoleon  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  French  Republic.  Upon 
the  coup  d'etaty  when  the  Legislative 
Assembly  was  dissolved,  M.  Thiers, 
with  Changarnier  and  others,  was 
arrested ;  he  was  afterwards  con- 
ducted to  Frankfort,  and  remained 
out  of  France  until  August  1852, 
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when  it  was  intimated  to  liim  that 
lie  might. return.  Availing  himself 
of  the  permission  he  returned  home, 
and  occupied  himself  in  his  literary 
labours. 

In  1863  MM.  Thiers,  OUivier  and 
Favre  were  elected  deputies  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House,  and 
M.  Thiers  took  a  very  active  part 
in  the  discussions  on  the  various 
questions  brought  before  the  House, 
and  in  1867  he  made  his  famous 


oration  on  Hhe  foreign  policy  of 
Prance.' 

Of  the  part  M.  Thiers  has  played 
since  the  fidl  (^  the  Empire  we  haT& 
not  now  to  speak,  onr  object  has 
been  to  trace  rapidly  his  earlier  life. 
His  celebrated  journey  to  the  Enro- 
peon  Courts,  his  acts  since  he  be- 
came President  of  France,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  daily  pages  of  the 
papers? 
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ON  PRISONS. 

^ME  OBSERVATIONS    ON    THE    INTERNATIONAL    PRISON 
HELD  IN  LONDON  FROM  JULY  «  TO  13.  1872. 


CONGRESS 


Bt  the  Rioht  Hon.  Sir  Walter  Crofton,  C.B. 


0 


|N  Uie  evening  of  July  3,  1872, 
there  assembled  at  the  Middle 
Temple  Hall  a  large  and  import- 
ant gathering  to  hear  the  opening 
addresB  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
the  President  of  the  International 
Prison  Congress. 

Official  and  other  delegates  from 
Aoskia,  Baden,  Bavaria,  Belgium, 
Bnal,  Chili,  Denmark,  France, 
Germany,  Greece,  Holland,  Italy, 
MexioQ,  Norway,  Pmssia,  Russia, 
Saxony,  Spain,  Sweden,'  Switzer- 
land, Turkey,  and  from  the  United 
Stales  were  there ;  and  representa- 
tires  from  India,  from  our  Colo- 
niea,  and  of  the  magistracy  of  the 
United  Kingdom  were  there  also. 

The  idea  of  this  great  and  im- 
portant Congress  —  the  World's 
Congress,  as  its  organiser.  Dr. 
Wines,  of  the  United  States,  has 
somewhere  termed  it— -originated 
in  America.  Congress,  approv- 
ing the  proposal,  authorised  the 
President  to  appoint  a  Commis- 
sioner to  visit  Europe  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  effect  to  it,  and 
Geno^  Grant  placed  the  Com- 
miasiou  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Wines. 
No  person  could  have  executed  that 
very  difficult  commission  better, 
tod  very  few  so  well.  His  mission 
to  various  Continental  States  in 
1871  met  with  the  highest,  the 
warmest  support,  the  results  most 
abundantly  illustrating  that  this 
encouragement  was  not  merely  an 
eneonragement  of  words,  but  of 
deeds,  involving  as  it  did  each 
State  in  considerable  trouble  and 
Bome  expenditure. 

The  proposal  seemed,  indeed,  to 
be  most  timely,  for  aU  nations,  in  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree,  considered 
4eir  treatment  of  criminals  to  be 
in  an   incomplete    and    tentative 


state.  Some  were  on  the  eve  of 
erecting  prisons  which  would  b^ 
governed  in  their  construction  1^ 
the  prison  system  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  adopt.  Others  desired 
to  know  whether  a  system  of  pro- 
gressive classification  of  criminals 
could  be  safely  and  advantageously 
introduced,  and  how  far  it  could  be 
applied  consistently  with  different 
nationalities. 

Considering  the  vast  importance 
to  humanity  of  thii}  g^reat  social 
question,  it  is  well  to  find  the  warm 
and  active  interest  evinced  by  va- 
rious Governments  with  r^;ard  to 
it — for  it  was  not  always  so. 

In  England  we  need  not  look  back 
far  to  find  the  treatment  of  our 
criminals  erring  through  excessive 
severity  and  brutalising  conduot. 
Under  such  a  system,  it'  system  it 
can  be  called,  we  manufactured 
criminals,  and  reaped  the  sure  and 
very  sad  results.  Subsequently, 
with  the  reaction  which  was  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  *  such  a 
slate  of  things,  we  erred,  and  deeply 
erred,  on  the  side  of  excessive  lenity. 
In  either  case  we  worked  without  a 
principle,  dealing  in  a  fragmentary 
manner  with  a  very  grave  and  com- 
prehensive question.  What  stronger 
testimony  need  be  adduced  to  oon- 
firm  t^iis  statement  than  the  fact 
that  it  is  only  recently  we  have 
realised  the  necessity  by  legislation 
of  firmly  controlling  the  criminal 
classes,  and  attacking  crime  and 
its  haunts  at  the  root  r 

To  return  to  the  President's  ad- 
dress  on  the  evening  of  July  3 — an 
evening  which  will  not  be  very 
easily  forgotten  by  those  present  at 
the  meeting  —  Lord  Carnarvon, 
whose  experience  on  this  subject  9a 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
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House  of  Lords  on  Prison  Disci- 
pline, and  for  many  years  as  Chair- 
man of  Quariier  Sessions  and  Chair- 
man of  Visiting  Justices  to  the 
Glaols  in  Hampshire,  gives  to  his 
opinion  considerable  weight,  indi- 
cated the  course  which  he  assumed 
the  Congress  would  follow  in  its 
discussions,  and  gave  a  brief  his- 
tory of  the  treatment  of  our  crimi- 
nals in  England. 

He  said — *  I  shall  not  overstate 
my  case  if  I  say  that  here  in  Eng- 
land we  have,  in  spite  of  many  in- 
terruptions, errors,  and  failures  of 
purpose,  entered  into  a  period  of 
genera],  though  gradual,  improve- 
ment. 

*  Three  mea^res,  indeed,  of  con- 
siderable magnitude  for  the  repres- 
sion of  crime  have  been  enacted 
during  the  last  eight  years — the 
Penal  Servitude  Act  of  1864,  which 
was  the  result  of  the  Penal  Servi- 
tude Commission  ;  the  Prisons  Act 
of  1865,  which  was  the  result  of 
the  House  of  Lords'  Committee  on 
Prison  Discipline,  of  which  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  Chairman;  and 
the  Habitual  Criminals  Acts  of  1869 
«,nd  1 87 1,  which  were  the  result  of 
the  cessation  of  transportation,  and 
the  gradual  conviction  that  some- 
how means  must  be  found  or  made 
for  dealing  with  a  large  body  of 
,  professional  criminals  growing 
•every  year  into  more  formidable 
proportions  amidst  all  the  difficul- 
ties of  an  old  and  wealthy  and  arti- 
ficial society.  Certainly  our  prisons 
are  not  now  what  they  were  when 
Howard  first  began  his  task,  nor  do 
they  deserve  the  name  of  palaces, 
as  they  were,  I  think,  once  called 
by  Voltaire.  They  have  passed 
through  the  extremes  of  undue 
.  harshness  and  undue  leniency ;  and 
they  are  approaching,  though  they 
have  only  in  individual  instances 
reached,  that  middle  and  whole* 
some  condition  where  health  and 
life  are  cared  for,  where  all  facili- 
ties for  moral   and   religious    im- 


provement are  given,  but  where 
labour  is  exacted  from  all,  and 
where  a  disagreeable  sense  of  per- 
sonal restraint  and  real  punishment 
is  brought  home  to  each  offender. 

*  Finally,  under  the  Prevention 
of  Crime  Act  of  187 1,  which  em- 
bodied and  amended  the  Habitnal 
Criminals  Act  of  1869,  some  im- 
portant measures  have  been  adopted 
to  weaken,  if  they  have  failed  to 
break  up,  that  large  class  which 
follows  crime  as  a  trade,  and  which 
— ^at  all  times  a  cause  of  trouble 
and  grievous  expense  to  the  com- 
munity— becomes  a  source  of  grave 
danger  in  seasons  of  popular  dis- 
turbance. Re-convictions  for  felony 
receive  a  heavier  punishment;  re- 
ceivers of  stolen  goods  are  brought, 
or  are  intended  to  be  brought, 
under  the  severer  action  of  the 
law  ;  a  registration  of  habitual 
criminals  and  the  use  of  photo- 
graphy have  been  attempted,  though 
T  doubt  whether  in  the  most  cflec- 
tual  manner.  The  police  are  en- 
abled to  deal  with  previously  con- 
victed offenders  against  whom  there 
is  reasonable  cause  of  suspicion ; 
supervision,  formerly  nominal,  has 
been  made  more  real  by  enforcing 
a  monthly  report  of  the  license 
holder  to  the  police;  and  lastly, 
though  this  provision  seems  capable 
of  improvement,  it  is  now  possible 
to  affect  in  some  measure  the  spring- 
head  and  supply  of  crime  itself  by 
sending  to  industrial  schools  the 
children  of  women  who  have  been 
twice  convicted,  provided  that  they 
are  left  without  visible  means  of 
subsistence,  or  are  without  proper 
guardianship.  These,  doubtless, 
are  improvements,  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  they  may  be  carried  yet 
further.' 

With  reference  to  progressive 
classification,  he  states — '  Such  in- 
ducements to  amendment  may  be 
promoted,  and  their  results  will  be 
best  tested  by  a  well-considered 
system  of  classification,  under  which 
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tke  quantity  and  quality  of  labour 
we  regulated,  and  the  upward  pro- 
gress of  the  prisoner  (who  himself 
bec(»nes  the  arbiter  of  his  own 
fate)  through  each  class  in  sttcces- 
sion  may  be  accelerated  by  industry 
and  good  conduct.  I  believe  that 
tkere  are  few  natures  upon  which 
the  gradual  substitution  of  lighter 
for  heavier  work,  the  concession  of 
small  privileges  for  good  conduct, 
and,  above  all,  the  sense  that  the 
duration  or  character  of  their  pu- 
nishment depends  in  a  considerable 
measure  upon  themselves  and  their 
own  exertions,  will  not  exercise  a 
wholesome  effect.  Bnt  let  it  always 
beremembftred  that  good  conduct 
means  neither  promises  nor  profes- 
sions  of  feeling,  nor  even  a  mere 
passive  compliance  with  prison 
roles;  it  means  actual  industry, 
of  which  some  evidence  can  be  given, 
and,  if  possible,  voluntary  industry 
o?er  and  above  the  prescribed  task. 
Snch  a  result,  though  hard  to  bo 
secured  in  cases  of  short  sentences, 
is  not  impossible.' 

After  describing  the  progressive 
classification  (which  is  governed  by 
*  marks')  in  the  convict  system, 
the  President  stated  *that  in  smaller 
gaols,  with  short  sentenced  prison- 
ers, privileges  of  an  almost  nominal 
vrine  may  be  made  to  have  an  al- 
most equal  effect :  for  men  are  in- 
fluenced by  the  wants  and  circum- 
stances of  the  moment,  and  things 
which  in  a  state  of  personal  free- 
dom are  of  small  account,  become 
in  prison  of  the  highest  moment.' 
With  regard  to  the  *  mark '  system, 
he  said — *  I  need  hardly  add  to 
those  who  have  studied  these  ques- 
tions  that  the  best  and  most  proved 
madiinery  for  giving  effect  to  these 
ideas  is  a  scale  of  marks,  which  may 
he  made  as  simple  for  small  as  it 
cw  be  ln*onght  to  a  high  degree  of 
elabofration  for  large  prisons.  The 
opposition  to  this  system,  which 
laany  of  us  may  remember  when  it 
was  first  introduced  in  Ireland,  and 
^rwaards  wai  applied  in  England, 


has  now  passed  away ;  its  value 
is  fully  recognised,  and  it  is  at  last 
understood  that  under  no  method 
can  the  prisoners'  work  be  more 
effectually  measured,  or  the  dili- 
gence and  fiwmess  of  the  prison 
officers  more  accurately  tested.' 

On  July  4  the  discussions  com- 
menced ;  the  arrangements,  order 
of  papers,  &c.,  having  been  previ- 
ously settled  by  the  International 
Committee. 

Very  important  and  interesting 
papers  were  read  to  the  Cono^ress-, 
and  elicited  some  very  profitable 
discussion.  It  was  a  cause  of  re- 
gret to  many,  and  especially  to  the 
representatives  of  the  English  ma- 
gistracy present,  that  on  several 
subjects  of  considerable  importance 
sufficient  timo  was  not  allowed  for 
their  discussion,  or  even  for  the  full 
explanations  which  were  required 
to  remove  much  misapprehension 
of  our  English  practice  which  ap- 
peared to  exist  in  the  minds  of  our 
Continental  and  American  friends. 

This  was  especially  the  case  with 
regard  to  the  subject  of  corporal 
punishment,  introduced  by  M. 
Stevens,  of  Belgium,  and  of  prison 
labour,  by  Mr.  Frederick  Hill. 

It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  the 
general  feeling  of  the  Congress  was 
extremely  hostile  both  to  the  in- 
fliction of  corporal  punishment,  and 
to  some  of  the  statutory  require- 
ments of  hard  labour,  viz.  the 
crank,  treadwheel,  and  shot  drill. 
As  indicative  of  this  feeling,  M. 
D'Alinge,  the  delegate  from  Saxony, 
to  whom  the  Congress  was  indebted 
for  much  useful  information,  has 
written  two  letters  to  the  Times 
within  the  last  few  weeks,  stating 
*  that  he  had  been  deeply  pained  by 
what  he  had  witnessed  in  some  de- 
partments of  our  penal  institutions,* 
and  found  it  necessary  to  point  *  to 
the  remaining  old  barbarities  which 
in  our  beautiful  country  still  dis- 
credit tho  laws  of  justice  and  the 
authority  of  punishment.' 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  discuss- 
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ing  this  question,  spoke  as  if  these 
were  our  ordinary  forms  of  punish- 
ment and  of  work,  and  most  charit- 
ably hoped  that  the  necessity  for 
such  treatment  would  no  longer  be 
apparent  to  us  now  we  had  adopted 
compulsory  education.  But  how 
stand  the  facts  p 

Corporal  punishment  is  retained 
as  a  very  exceptional,  and  not  an 
ordinary  form  of  punishment,  and 
is  never  resorted  to  save  in  cases  in 
which  a  most  brutalised  nature  has 
been  evinced  by  the  ofifender,  and 
then  only  by  magisterial  order, 
which  must  be  supported  by  medi- 
cal approval.  Those  conversant 
wiUi  the  ordinary  practice  of  visit- 
ing justices  of  gaols,  before  order- 
ing the  infliction  of  corporal  punish- 
ment, vrill  be  amazed  at  some  of  the 
opinions  expressed  in  the  Congress, 
pleading  for  the  abolition  of  the 
power,  lest  it  should  be  abused. 
With  regard  to  this  subject,  the 
President  said,  *  One  word  more  on 
prison  punishments.  Where  there 
is  an  intractable  disposition,  which 
breaks  out  in  acts  of  insubordina- 
tion and  violence,  the  employment 
of  corporal  punishment  becomes 
sometimes  necessary.  It  is  a  re- 
source to  be  used  sparingly  and 
cautiously,  never  without  medical 
sanction,  and  always  with  discri- 
mination, both  as  to  the  cases  and 
individuals.  But  under  such  con- 
ditions. I  hold  it  to  be  an  invalu- 
able resource.  Within  my  own  ex- 
perience, I  can  scarcely  recall  the 
instance  where  it  has  failed  in  the 
desired  effect,  or  where  there. was 
room  for  the  slightest  doubt  as  to 
the  expediency  of  the  order.* 

There  is  no  person,  whose  opi- 
nion would  be  entitled  to  weight, 
who  would  in  this  country  advocate 
the  indiscriminate  use  of  corporal 
punishment.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  would  be  very  few,  with 
practical  experience,  but  would 
desire  the  retention  of  the  power,  to 
be  applicable  only  to  those  excep- 
tional and  brutalised  natures  which 


are  unfortunately  at  times  found  in 
our  gaols.  It  is  believed,  and 
rightly  believed,  that  the  retention 
of  the  power  prevents,  in  many 
cases,  the  necessity  for  its  exercise. 

It  should  be  clearly  understood 
that  the  punishments  of  solitude, 
and  privation  of  diet,  have  in  this 
country,  under  medical  authority, 
their  limits,  and  that  we  do  not  ad- 
mit the  use  of  such  punishments  as 
the  shower  bath,  collars,  <&c. 

In  the  course  of  discussion,  Dr. 
Mouat,  who  was  for  many  years 
the  Inspector- General  of  Prisons  in  . 
Bengal,  pointed  out  that  he  had 
found,  in  several  instances,  the  re- 
tention of  the  power  of  inflicting 
corporal  punishment  had  been  the 
means  of  preventing  murder. 

General  Pilsbury,  of  the  United 
States,  the  able  and  humane  Gover- 
nor of  Albany  Prison,  whose  ex- 
perience of  fifty  years  and  his  own 
estimable  qualities  give  to  his  opi- 
nion considerable  weight,  made  a 
statement  to  the  same  eflect ;  and, 
had  time  permitted,  these  opinions  ^ 
would  have  been  abundantly  con- 
firmed by  the  magistrates  and 
governors  of  gaols  present  at  the 
meeting. 

Very  mach  misapprehension  also 
prevailed  with  regard  to  *  penal 
labour.'  It  seemed  to  be  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  confined  by 
statute  to  the  crank,  shot  drill,  and 
the  treadwheel.  This  is  not  the 
case ;  it  is  optional  with  the  magis- 
tracy to  adopt  these  forms  of  labour, 
or  others  (some  of  which  are  indi- 
cated in  the  statute  1 9th  cl.  28  and 
29  Vic.  cap.  1 26)  calculated  to  secure 
hard  bodily  labour.  Mr.  Hibbert, 
M.P.  for  Oldham,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  made 
this  explanation  to  the  Congress, 
and  as  Chairman  of  the  Visiting^ 
Justices  at  Salfocd  Borough  Ghu>l 
showed  that,  although  the  tread- 
wheel  was  used  at  the  commence- 
ment of  sentences  of  hard  labonr, 
the  industrial  profits  of  the  gaol 
exceed^  those  of  any  other  county 
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or  borough  gaol  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

The  feet  being,  that  in  Salford 
Qaol  and  in  several  others,  '  penal 
labour '  has  been  placed  in  its  proper 
order,  leading  by  good  conduct  to 
*  indnstrial  labour,'  which  is  thereby 
associated  in  the  mind  of  the  crimi- 
nal with  privilege,  a  very  important 
portion  of  his  training,  wben  it  is 
considered  how  necessary  it  is  that 
he  shonld  leam  to  like  work.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  were  justified 
in  deprecating  the  practice  pursued 
in  many  of  the  gaols  which  they 
had  visited,  in  restricting  the  work 
to  '  penal  labour,*  such  as  the  tread- 
wheel,  shot  drill,  &c.  Nothing 
could  be  more  detrimental  to 
amendment,  or  be  more  fetal  to  the 
promotion  of  habits  of  true  industry, 
than  such  an  absence  of  system  and 
motive  power  to  improvement. 

But  we  cannot  accept  such  a 
procedare  as  an  approved  type  of 
prison  treatment  in  this  country. 

In  inviting  the  attention  of  the 
magistracy  to  the  Prisons  Act  1865, 
the  Home  Secretary  pointed  out 
how  industry  and  good  behaviour 
oonld  be  stimulated  under  good  and 
systematic  arrangements—  showing 
that  prc^ressive  classification,  even 
seren  years  since,  was  expected  to 
he  the  result  of  a  course  which  he 
was  enabled  to  suggest,  but  had 
not  power  to  direct.  We  can,  how- 
ever, fortunately  point  to  several 
gaols  in  which  the  intention  of  the 
Qovemment  has  been  carried  out. 

In  turning  to  the  convict  esta- 
bhahmentB,  which,  from  being  under 
the  sole  control  of  the  Government, 
n»y  be  considered  as  directly  re- 
preseoting  its  views  upon  prison 
diieiptoe,  we  find  the  system  based 
^tpon  progressive  classification,  with 
tiiesfa^OfDgefit  motive  powerto  amend, 
existing  in  its  different  stages. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  what  has  been 
Med,  that  the  practices  in  some 
gioiB'whieh  have  been  complained 
of  by  members  of  i^e  Congress 
csmtot  be  recognised  as  the  prison 


system  of  the  country,  but  as  the 
result  of  the  great  power  given  to 
gaol  authorities  under  the  Prisons 
Act  1865.  We  must  accept  this 
as  a  blot  in  our  procedure,  and 
trust  that,  either  by  an  early  amend-  * 
ment  of  the  statute,  or  by  other  very 
obvious  means,  both  uniformity  of 
treatment  and  progressive  classifi- 
cation will  very  soon  be  made  im- 
perative. 

But,  in  pleading  guilty  to  this  . 
blot,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
soon  be  removed,  we  have  reason, 
as  a  nation,  to  be  proud  of  the  com- 
prehensive manner  in  which  we  deal 
with  our  criminal  classes  as  a  whole ; 
and  it  is  submitted  that  a  due  con- 
sideration of  our  principles  of  pro- 
cedure will  show  that  the  whole 
course  is  tempered  with  humanity, 
whilst  duo  protection  to  the  com- 
munity is  at  the  same  time  afforded. 

The  late  Count  Cavour,  in  a 
minute  on  the  Irish  convict  system, 
recorded  *  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
the  only  efficacious  means  of  dis- 
countenancing vice  and  crime,  by 
encouraging,  through  means  purely 
philanthropic,  the  reform  of  the 
criminal  without,  however,  holding 
from  him  his  punishment.' 

The  treatment  of  our  criminals 
in  this  country,  if  carefully  con- 
sidered as  a  whole,  is  now  entitled 
to  equal  approval. 

We  administer  punishment  as 
being  exemplary,  and,  if  placed  in 
its  proper  order,  as  being  both  de- 
terrent and  reformatory  to  the 
criminal  himself. 

We  offer,  in  our  progressive 
classification,  the  strongest  induce- 
ment to  amend,  and  in  the  process 
we  use  such  motive  powers  as  will 
best  secure  that  end. 

We  do  not  enfeeble  or  crush  the 
will  of  the  criminal  by  lengthened 
isolation,  but  endeavour  so  to  mould, 
and  then  to  co-operate  with  it,  as 
to  utilise  it  in  a  new  and  a  better 
form  for  the  great  battle  of  life 
which  must  be  fought  on  liberation. 
As  it  is  of  little  use  to  train  him 
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for  honest  employment  if  it  is 
closed  against  him,  we  prepare  him 
for  release,  and  by  our  Prisoners 
Aid  Societies,  now  numbering 
thirty-six,  we  further  his  obtain- 
ing employment. 

Reports  were  read  to  the  Con- 

g'ess  by  Mr.  Murray  Browne,  the 
onoraiy  Secretary  to  the  Metro- 
pohtan  Discharged  Prisoners  Re- 
lief Committee,  and  by  Mr.  Ranken, 
the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the 
Discharged  Prisoners  Aid  Society 
at  Charing  Cross,  which  deals  spe- 
cially with  those  who  have  been  in 
the  convict  establishments. 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfac- 
tory than  the  results  shown  by  these 
gentlemen,  and  it  may  bo  stated 
that,  in  addition  to  the  aids  already 
mentioned,  there  are  three  female 
refuges  in  connection  with  the 
English  convict  establishments, 
which  very  materially  assist  in 
placing  the  deserving  in  employ- 
ment, and  Mrs.  Meredith's  Prisoners 
Aid  Society. 

The  Act  25  and  26  Vic.  c.  44 
not  only  sanctions  the  giviug  aid 
to  discharged  prisoners,  but  renders 
the  formation  of  societies  for  the 
purpose  comparatively  easy. 

By  the  legislation  of  recent  years 
we  have  at  last  realised  the  neces- 
sity of  stamping  out  habitual  crime 
as  a  pestilence,  and  so,  under  the 
Habitual  Criminals  Act  of  1869, 
and  the  Prevention  of  Crime  Act 
of  187 1,  the  criminal  now  finds,  on 
his  liberation,  that  the  faciUtics 
which  formerly  prevailed  for  the 
conmiission  of  crime  no  longer 
exist ;  he  is  now  convinced  that  ho 
cannot  pursue  crime  with  impunity, 
and  that,  if  he  still  persists  in  fol- 
lowing it,  the  vocation  will  be  one 
of  the  utmost  hazard.  The  State 
is  thus  following  up  its  prison 
training  by  protecting  the  criminal 
against  hunself,  and  lessening  his 
temptations  by  legislation  so  &r  as 
is  practicable. 


Registration  of  ct'iminals,  photo- 
graphy, and  police  supervision  have 
conduced  to  this  end ;  and  those 
only  can  fully  realise  the  advan- 
tages which  have  accrued  there- 
from who  had  opportunities  of  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  im- 
munity of  the  criminal  classes 
which  until  lately  existed. 

The  public  are  in  very  general 
accord  that  Mr.  Bruce,  the  present 
Homo  Secretary,  has  given  us  good 
measures  in  the  statutes  which 
have  been  named,  but  not  many 
are  in  a  position  to  feel  their  full 
value,  and  know  from  how  much 
we  have  been  saved  by  such  timely 
legislation. 

*  Police  supervision'  has  not  been, 
ns  was  anticipated  by  some  persons 
a  few  years  since,  abused  ;  it  is  used, 
and  in  the  real  interests  of  the  cri- 
minal as  well  as  of  the  public. 

Concurrently  with  other  infor- 
mation of  great  value  given  to  the 
Congress  by  the  eminent  men  who 
were  present,  we  learnt  with  satis- 
faction that  Germany  had  intro- 
duced a  new  Penal  Code  which  had 
taken  effect  from  January  i,  1872,* 
and  in  it  we  find  that,  analogous  to 
the  system  of  ticket-of-leave,  the 
Penal  Code  admits  of  a  provisional 
liberation  of  the  convict  on  the  pre- 
sumption that  he  is  a  fit  person  to 
return  to  society — that  prisoners 
sentenced  to  longer  terms  of  im- 
prisonment may  be  provisionally 
set  at  liberty,  if  they  have  con- 
ducted themselves  well  during  three- 
fourths  of  the  term  of  imprison- 
ment, not  being  less  than  one  year. 
We  also  learn  the  pains  taken  by 
the  Government  to  secure  a  careful 
and  considerate  supervision  by  the 
poUce,  for  the  instructions  declare 
*the  necessity  which  exists  for  a 
careful  discrimination  of  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  criminals,  and  men- 
tion that  from  misguided  supervision 
reformation  becomes  frequently  im- 
possible.*  The  Minister  exhorts  the 
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police  *  to  direct  aU  their  powers  to 
the  fhlfilment  of  his  desire,  that 
they  may  not,  by  untimely  and  in- 
considerate exercise  of  supervision, 
throw  aoy  impediments  in  the  way 
of  released  prisoners  striving  to 
secnre  an  honest  livelichood.' 

Ifc  must  be  extremely  gratifying 
to  those  who  have  long  advocated  a 
well-regulated  *  police  supervision,' 
to  find  Germany  proceeding  on  the 
lines  which,  first  laid  down  in  Ire- 
land, have  since  been  followed  with 
such  advantage  in  Great  Britain. 

There  was  much  interesting  in- 
fonnation  on  the  Belgian  system  of 
prison  discipline  given  to  the  Con- 
gress by  M.  Stevens,  the  Inspector 
of  Prisons  in  Belgium,  and  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that,  considered 
merely  as  a  system  of  discipline 
within  the  prison,  it  has  several  re- 
commendations. 

Many  experienced  persons  have 
seen  tiiese  prisons,  and  most  highly 
commend  their  appearance  and 
Older ;  but  it  will  bo  observed,  by 
what  has  been  stated,  that  in  our 
treatment  of  criminals  we  aim  at  a 
more  comprehensive  scheme  than 
their  mere  prison  discipline,  and 
that  in  furtherance  of  this  end  we 
desire  not  only  to  give  them  correc- 
ti?e  discipline,  and  to  keep  them 
orderly  and  cleanly,  but,  so  far  as 
may  be  possible,  to  make  their 
treatment  and  tests  of  improvement 
of  a  natural  description. 

We  endeavour  to  smooth  their 
passage  to  an  honest  life  by  induc- 
ing persons  to  offer  them  employ- 
ment, and  we  try  to  make  them  fit 
fop  it. 

Artificial  treatment  would  in  this 
country  entirely  fiedl  to  attain  this 
end ;  it  is  undeniable  that  under  it 
prison  offences  might  be  diminished, 
and  the  responsibilities  of  manage- 
Dicnt  would  assuredly  be  lessened, 
hat  this  is  only  one  element  in  the 
consideration  of  a  grave  social 
question,  which  we  have  been  called 


upon  to  solve  under  very  consider- 
able difficulties. 

There  were  many  interesting  and 
most  instructive  papers  read  to  thie 
Congress  on  the  discipline  and  in- 
dustries of  prisons,  and  reformatory 
and  industrial  schools,  which  have 
just  been  published  in  the  volume 
of  Transactions.^ 

It  is  certain  that  we  are  now 
proceeding  on  principles  which  have 
satisfactorily  stood  the  test  of  in- 
formation collected  in  a  manner 
not  possible  in  any  country  which 
does  not  register  and  supervise  its 
criminals,  and  place  them  under 
disabilities.  It  is  obviously  worse 
than  useless  to  compare  and  draw 
conclusions  from  statistics  collected 
from  different  data,  for  they  would 
entirely  mislead  the  public ;  and 
this  point  is  especially  worthy  of 
the  consideration  of  the  Interna- 
tional Statistical  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  meet  in  Brussels  during 
next  September. 

Under  the  strongest  and  most 
reliable  test  which  has  yet  been  ap- 
plied in  any  country  in  order  to 
obtain  information  of  Hberated 
criminals,  we  find  that,  notwith- 
standing the  increase  of  our  popula- 
tion, and  the  improved  machmery 
for  the  detection  of  offenders,  serious 
crime  has  very  materially  decreased ; 
we  shall  be,  therefore,  wise  in  pro- 
ceeding according  to  the  principles 
which  have  been  laid  down  by  the 
Government,  and  have  been  ap- 
proved by  the  highest  and  most 
experienced  authorities  upon  this 
subject. 

At  the  same  time,  in  developing 
these  principles,  there  will  be  from 
time  to  time  many  improvements  to 
make,  the  value  of  which  can  only 
be  shown  by  experience.  Although 
approving  the  general  plan  of  our 
procedure,  it  cannot  by  any  means 
be  asserted  that  our  labour  in 
prisons  is  not  capable  of  improve- 
ment, or  that  our  education  in  these 
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establishments  is  ^iven  in  the  best 
and  most  intelligible  form. 

Progressive  classification  has 
still  to  be  improved  and  ex- 
tended, and  mnst  be  made  im- 
peratiye  npon  all  ^bol  anthorities. 
Itepeated  re-convictious  with  short 
sentences  most  no  longer  be  practi- 
cable. The  children  of  habitaal  cri- 
minals mnst  be  systematically  taken 
from  their  parents  under  cl.  14  of  the 
Prevention  of  Grime  Act^  and  placed 
in  industrial  schools.  Pnblic  pro- 
secutors must  be  appointed.  When 
these  and  some  other  matters  have 
been  attended  to,  the  framework  of 
principles  laid  down  by  legislation 
and  authority  will  have  been  to 
some  extent  satisfactorily  filled  up. 

The  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Congress  were  in  brief  these : — 

The  establishment  of  a  progres- 
sive classification  of  prisoners  in  all 
gaols;  that  hope  should  be  con- 
stantly sustained  in  the  minds  of 
prisoners  by  a  system  of  rewards 
for  good  conduct  and  industry — 
whether  in  the  shape  of  a  diminu- 
tion of  sentence,  a  participation  in 
earnings,  a  gradual  withdrawal  of 
restiaint,  or  an  enlargement  of  pri- 
vilege. 

That  all  disciplinary  panishments 
that  inflict  unnecessaiy  pain  or 
humiliation  should  be  abolished; 
and  the  penalties  should^  so  far  as 
possible,  be  the  diminution  of  ordi- 
nary comforts,  the  forfeiture  of 
some  privilege,  or  6£  a  part  of 
the  progress  made  towards  li- 
beration. Moral  forces  and  mo- 
tives should,  in  fact,  be  relied  on, 
ao  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  due 
maintenance  of  discipline,  and  phy- 
sical force  should  be  employed  only 
in  the  last  necessity.  The  true 
principle  is  to  place  the  prisoner — 
who  must  be  taught  that  he  has 
sinned  against  society,  and  owes 
reparation — in  a  position  of  stem 
adversity,  from  which  he  must  work 
his  own  way  out  by  his  own  exer- 


tions. To  impel  a  prisoner  to  this 
self-exertion  should  be  the  aim  of  a 
system  of  prison  discipline  which  can 
never  be  truly  reformatory  unless  it 
succeeds  in  gaining  the  will  of  the 
convict. 

That  if  a  sound  system  of  prison 
discipline  be  desirable,  it  is  no  less 
expedient  that  the  prisoner,  on  his 
discharge,  should  be  systematically 
aided  to  obtain  employment,  and  to 
return  permanently  to  the  ranks  of 
honest  and  productive  industry. 
For  this  purpose  a  more  compre- 
hensive system  than  has  3'et  been 
brought  to  bear  seems  to  be  desira- 
ble. 

Attention  is  also  called  in  the 
Report  to  the  importance  of  pre- 
ventive agencies,  such  as  industrial 
schools. 

It  has  been  the  object  of  tlie 
writer  of  this  paper  to  endeavour, 
so  far  as  space  would  permit,  to 
correct  the  misapprehension  upon 
certain  points  which  prevailed  in 
the  minds  of  many  members  of  the 
International  Prison  Congress ;  ^  and 
to  show  by  extracts  from  the  ad- 
dress of  the  President,  and  by  other 
statements  referring  to  the  subject, 
that  the  prison  system  of  this  coun- 
try, as  approved  by  the  State,  is,  so 
far  as  its  legal  authority  at  present 
extends,  in  accord  with  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  International  Prison  Con- 
gress. But,  at  the  same  time,  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  power 
of  the  central  authority  to  direct 
uniformity  of  treatment  in  local 
gaols,  the  principles  approved  and 
acted  on  in  theestablislunents  under 
the  control  of  the  Ck)vemment  are 
in  some  of  the  county  and  borough 
gaols  in  different  stages  of  develop- 
ment, whilst  in  others,  unfavourably 
commented  on  by  members  of  the 
Congress,  their  development  has, 
unfortunately,  not  even  yet  been 
attempted. 


■  These  points  are  to  be  broaght  tinder  the  consideration  of  the  Prison  Congress  at 
Baltimore,  U.S.,  on  Jannary  21,  1873,  ^^^^  ^^so  before  a  meeting  to  "be  convened  early  in 
the  year  at  the  rooms  of  the  Social  Science  Association  in  London. 
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THE  ancient  and  picturesque 
foandation  of  God's  Gift  in 
Dnlwich  is  about  to  undergo  one  of 
tliose  inevitable  transformations, 
which,  however  well  adapted  to  the 
changed  requirements  of  our  times, 
can  Boarcelj  be  regarded  without  a 
&int  regret.  The  publication  of  a 
new  scheme  hy  the  Endowed  Schools 
Commissioners  for  the  reorganisa- 
tion and  future  administration  of 
this  CTeat  charity  seems  to  furnish 
&  fittmg  occasion  for  recalling  at- 
tention to  Edward  Alleyn's  original 
designs,  to  the  manner  iu  which 
&ej  have  been  practically  realised, 
and  to  the  nature  of  those  larger 
and  more  ambitious  objects  to  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  apply  his  be- 
nevolent gift. 

The  period  of  Edward  Alleyn's 
life  covers  the  golden  age  of  our 
national  drama.  Bom  in  1566,  his 
60  jears  included  much  of  the  life  of 
Spenser,  Sidney,  Dekker,  Webster, 
and  Massinger,  and  nearly  the  whole 
of  that  of  Slmkespeare,  Marlowe, 
Bacon,  and  Jonson.  Coveting  no 
name  in  literature,  he  yet  appears  to 
have  been  on  terms  of  honourable 
friendship  with  some  of  the  greatest 
writers  of  his  day,  and  to  have 
done  much  to  redeem  the  profession 
of  a  player  from  the  traditional 
discredit  which  still  clung  to  it, 
even  though  the  performances  of 
hear-wards,  minstrels,  and  players 
of  vain  interludes  were  being  fast 
historic  drama,  and 
I7  a  noble  literature.  Except  Shake- 
speare, Alleyn  is  the  only  contem- 
pfffaiy  actor  who  is  known  to  have 
niade  a  fortune  by  the  theatre ; 
tod  the  rapidity  with  which  he 
added  field  to  field,  and  sought  after 
new  investments,  is  a  striking  proof 
of  the  favour  with  which  the  Eng- 
fch  public  welcomed  the  develop- 
loent  of  their  national  drama,  and 
rewarded  its  professors.  Besides 
settmg  up  almshouses   and  minor 


charities  elsewhere,  he  contrived  to 
purchase,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  9,000?., 
the  manor  of  Dulwioh  and  adjacent 
properties,  and  on  it  to  establish  as 
his  most  enduring  monument  his 
College  of  God's  Gift.  He  had  been 
much  impressed  with  a  visit  he  paid 
to  the  foundation  of  Thomas  Sutton 
at  the  Charter-house,  and  desired  to 
emulate  his  deeds.  With  how  much 
care  and  affection  he  set  about  this 
task,  and  framed  the  statutes  for  the 
future  administration  of  the  College ; 
bow  thankfully  he  welcomed  the 
Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  Mr.  Inigo 
Jones,  and  many  other  notables  to 
the  religious  services  and  banquet 
with  which  he  distinguished  the 
great  day  of  his  life,  that  of  the 
opening  of  the  new  CoUege  in  Sep- 
tember 1619  ;  how  calmly  he  and 
his  wife  betook  themselves  for  the 
renmant  of  their  days  to  the  shelter 
of  the  new  home  they  had  thus 
created  for  others ;  occasionally  re- 
creating themselves,  in  memory  of 
old  times,  with  the  performance  of  a 
play  by  the  boys  of  the  school ;  how 
they  subjected  themselves  to  the 
same  rules  and  lived  the  same  'life 
as  the  recipients  of  their  bounty, 
may  all  be  read  in  the  curious  nar- 
rative which  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Collier 
and  of  the  Shakespeare  Society  has 
pieced  together  from  the  fragment- 
ary documents  preserved  at  Dnl- 
wich. *  I  like  well,'  said  the  Lord 
Keeper  Verulam,  'that Allen playeth 
the  last  act  of  his  life  so  well.' 

YettoBacon'sforesightandstates- 
manship  the  disposition  of  his  pro- 
perty made  by  the  player,  did  not 
seem  to  be  entirely  wise.  It  was 
natural  that  Alleyn  in  the  evening  of 
his  days  should  picture  to  himself  a 
retreat  which  should  be  a  sa^e  har- 
bour from  the  cares  of  life,  where,  ^ 
to  the  end  of  time,  six  poor  men 
and  six  poor  women,  under  the 
supervision  of  a  master,  warden,  and 
four  fellows,  and  with  the  help  of  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


110 


Dulwich  College. 


[January 


skilful  organist,  should  always  wor- 
ship Qod  together,  and 

Husband  out  lifers  taper  at  the  close, 
And  keep  the  flame  from  wasting  by  repose. 

On  this  the  eleemosynary  part  of 
his  foundation,  he  evidently  be- 
stowed more  thought  than  npon 
the  provision  for  the  education  of 
twelve  boys  in  good  literature, 
whom,  nevertheless,  he  desired  to 
be  added  to  the  little  conmiunity. 
To  Bacon,  who  was  officially  cogni- 
sant of  the  proceedings  for  legal- 
ising the  appropriation  of  the  estate 
to  this  purpose,  it  seemed  that  it 
would  be  well  to  devote  more  to 
education  and  less  to  charity.  There 
was,  he  said,  great  want  of  lecture- 
ships in  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
foundations  of  singular  honour  and 
usefulness,  'whereas  hospitals  a- 
bound,  and  beggara  abound  never  a 
whit  less.V 

Bacon's  efforts  to  procure  a  more 
favourable  apportionment  of  the 
estate  to  educational  objects  were 
overruled,  but  have  been  abun- 
dantly justified  by  the  subsequent 
history  of  the  foundation.  Expe- 
rience has  shown  that  a  quasi- 
monastic  community  of  old  people, 
separated  from  their  own  friends 
and  relatives,  bound,  it  is  true,  by 
no  vows^  but  subjected  to  religious 
and  other  restraints  which  are  alien 
to  the  habits  of  their  life,  is  one  of 
the  least  happy  and  restful  of  so- 
cieties ;  and  that  the  creation  of 
artificial  substitutes  of  this  kind  for 
true  homes  is  one  of  the  most 
wasteful  and  ineffective  of  all  forms 
of  benevolence.  Moreover,  as  the 
legal  estate  was  vested  in  the 
master,  warden,  and  fellows,  it  has 
happened,  as  years  went  on  and 
the  property  increased,  that  the  full 
advantc^e  of  the  increase  has  been 
shared  by  these  functionaries,  while 
the  comforts  of  the  almsmen  were 
not  augmented,  and  the  twelve  poor 
boys,  in  wretched  isolation  from  all 
the  influences  by  which  the  life  of 
a  good  school  is  sustained,  were  for 


many  generations  compelled  to  be 
content  with  a  charity-school  educa- 
tion of  the  most  meagre  qualiiy. 

That  Alleyn's  work  waa  one  of 
true  and  wise  beneficence  does  not, 
however,  appear  at  the  time  to 
have  been  doubted  by  anyone  but 
Bacon.  From  grateful  dramatists 
like  Heywood,  from  noblemen  like 
the  Earl  of  Arundel,  even  from  a 
clergyman  like  Stephen  Grosson, 
whose  Pleasant  Invective  agamst 
PlayerSy  Jesters,  and  such  like  Cater- 
inllars  of  a  Commonwealth,  had 
been  published  shortly  before,  there 
came  a  cordial  recognition  of  the 
player's  goodness,  or  offers  of  aid 
and  co-operation. 

On  the  other  hand,  AUeyn,  of 
course,  could  not  escape  calumny. 
There  were  those  who  described  him 
as  having  been  frightened  by  an  ap- 
parition of  the  Devil,  while  playing 
Marlowe's  Faustus,  and  so  driven 
by  remorse  for  his  share  in  a  de- 
moralising pursuit  into  acts  of  re- 
stitution and  atonement.  Others, 
such  as  the  anonymous  author  of 
the  Betm-n  to  Pamasstis,  ascribed 
his  doings  to  vulgar  ostentation — 

England  affords  these  glorious  vagabonds, 
That  carried  erst  their  fardels  on  their 

backs, 
Coursers   to  ride  on   through  the  gazing 

streets, 
Sweeping  it  in  their  glowing  satin  suits, 
And  pages  to  attend  their  masterships  ; 
With  mouthing  words  that  better  wits  have 

framed, 
They  purchase  lands,  and  new  esquires  are 

named. 

Even  Fuller,  though  finding  a  place 
half  a  century  later  for  old  Alleyn 
among  his  Worthies  of  England^ 
could  not  refrain  from  a  quiet  sar- 
casm as  to  the  tainted  source  from 
which  the  wealth  had  been  de- 
rivedtf  *  He  got  a  very  great  estate, 
and  in  his  old  age,  following  Christ's 
counsel  (on  what  forcible  notice 
it  belongs  not  me  to  enquire),  he 
made  friends  of  the  unrighteous 
mammon,  building  therewith  a  l^r 
college  at  Dulvnch,  in  Kent,  for  the 
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reiief  of  poor  people.  Some,  I  con- 
fer count  it  bailt  on  a  foundered 
fbaudation,  seeing,  in  a  spiritual 
sense,  none  is  good  and  lawful 
monej  save  what  is  honestly  and 
industriously  gotten.  But,  per- 
chance, such  who  condemn  Master 
Alleyn  herein  have  as  bad  shillings 
in  the  bottom  of  their  own  bags  if 
search  were  made  therein.'  Alleyn 
had  anticipated  this  kind  of  cen- 
snre  when,  in  a  manly  letter  to  Sir 
Francis  Calton,  he  had  once  said, 
'  And  when  you  tell  me  of  my  poor 
original,  and  of  my  quality  as  a 
player,  what  is  that?  If  I  am 
richer  than  my  auncestrcs,  I  hope 
I  may  be  able  to  do  more  good  with 
my  riches  than  ever  youi  aunces- 
tres  did  with  theirs.  That  I  was  a 
player  I  cannot  deny,  and  I  am 
sore  I  will  not.  My  means  of  living 
were  honest,  and  with  the  poor 
abylities  wherewith  God  blessed 
me  I  was  able  to  do  something 
for  myself,  my  relatives,  and  my 
friends.  Therefore  am  1  not 
ashamed.' 

That  AUeyn's  benevolent  visions 
have  been  very  imperfectly  realised 
will  surprise  no  one  who  has  studied 
with  any  care  the  history  of  chari- 
table foandations  in  England.  He 
made  no  provision  for  the  applica- 
tion of  the  increased  revenue  to 
Dew  objects  of  usefulness,  and  none 
for  its  adaptation  to  the  changed 
wants  and  circumstances  of  after 
generations.  Accordingly,  while 
the  letter  of  his  instructions  was, 
after  a  sort,  observed,  their  spirit 
has  long  since  evaporated.  Until 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  Dul- 
wich  was  chiefly  remarkable  as  a 
picturesque  and  rural  oasis  ih  the 
midst  of  a  large  southern  suburb, 
otherwise  given  over  to  enterprising 
hoilders.  By  later  bequests  of  Sir 
Francis  Bourgeois  and  Marguerite 
Desenfans,  the  College  had  also  be- 
come possessed  of  a  small  collection 
of  pictures  containing  a  few  master- 
pieces, which  ofben  attracted  lovers 
of  art  to  visit  the  place.     But  for 

VOL  VU. — NO.  XXXVIl.      NEW  SERIES. 


the  rest,  Alleyn's  hospital  was  a 
mere  nest  of  sinecurists,  in  close 
connection  with  a  joyless  alms- 
house and  a  feeble  and  inefficient 
charity  school. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in 
1857  for  remodelling  the  entire 
foundation  was  a  somewhat  sweep- 
ing and  revolutionary  measure,  and 
has  eflected  considerable  results. 
It  provided  that  the  eleemosynary 
branch  of  the  charity  should  be  en- 
titled to  one- fourth  of  the  nett  in- 
comO|  and  that  the  residue  should 
bo  devoted  to  education.  It  consti- 
tuted  an  entirely  new  governing 
body,  composed  for  the  most  part 
of  nominees  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. To  this  body  was  entrusted 
the  power  to  develop  the  financial 
resources  of  the  estate,  and  to  raise 
money  sufficient  for  the  erection  of 
new  and  splendid  school  buildings. 
There  was  to  be  an  upper  and  a 
lower  school,  mainly  designed  for 
day  pupils,  but  providing  also  for 
the  clothing  and  maintenance  of 
twenty- four  foundation  scholars,  to 
be  selected  preferentially  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  four  London  pa- 
rishes— St.  .Botolph,  Bishopsgate  ; 
St.  Luke*s ;  St.  Saviour's,  South- 
wark ;  and  St.  Giles's,  Camber- 
well — named  by  Allejna  in  his  will. 
Ample  provision  was  also  made 
both  for  exhibitions  tenable  in  the 
school  itself,  and  for  scholarships 
enabling  scholars  of  merit  to  pro- 
ceed from  it  to  the  University. 

Before  these  arrangements  had 
been  completed,  the  Schools  In- 
quiry Commission  of  1865  investi- 
gated the  charity,  and  made  it  the 
subject  of  a  special  report.  Mr. 
Fearon  visited  the  two  schools,  while 
they  were  yet  carried  on  in  the  old 
premises,  and  reported  that  there 
were  in  all  220  scholars,  of  whom 
130  were  in  the  upper  school.  The 
educational  system  prescribed  by 
the  scheme  was  then  undeveloped  ; 
but  since  the  opening  of  the  new 
and  magnificent  premises,  the  num- 
ber  has   nearly  trebled ;   and  the 
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school  has  rapidly  advanced  in 
reputation  and  usefulness.  It 
might  well  appear  that  a  legislative 
ser  element  so  recent  onght  to  re- 
main for  a  generation  or  two,  at 
least,  undisturbed ;  and  the  Schools 
Inquiry  Commissioners,  in  their 
report,  approached  the  subject  with 
manifest  hesitation,  and  were 
diffident  in  recommending  further 
changes.  Nevertheless  they  pointed 
out  some  defects  in  the  constitution 
of  the  school,  explained  that  the 
area  of  its  action  might  still  be 
beneficially  widened,  and  hinted  . 
that  so  rich  an  educational  charity 
onght  to  do  something  for  the  in- 
struction of  grirls  as  well  as  boys. 
They  added  that  in  any  general  re- 
construction of  endowed  schools,  in 
the  lio^ht  of  the  experience  which 
they  had  collected,  Dulwieh  could 
not  be  omitted  without  some  in- 
j ttsti(!e  to  other  institutions,  and  some 
sacrifice  of  the  educational  interests 
of  the  community.  Accordingly, 
when  the  Endowed  Schools  Act  of 
1869  was  passed,  and  seven  great 
public  schools  were  omitted  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  new  Com- 
mission, on  the  ground  that  they 
had  recently  been  the  subjects  of 
special  *  legislation,  no  such  ex- 
emption was  made  in  favour  of 
Dulwieh,  which  is  therefore  clearly 
within  the  purview  of  the  Act. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  appears 
that  the  Endowed  Schools  Com- 
missioners have  excogitated  a 
scheme  for  the  future  management 
of  the  institution,  and  have  recently 
published  it.  They  found  the  Col- 
lege with  sumptuous  buildings, 
erected  at  a  cost  of  6o,oooZ.,and  with 
an  almost  unencumbered  revenue  of 
i8,oooZ.  a  year.  They  were  bound 
to  look  with  fresh'  eyes  on  the 
capabilities  of  so  rich  a  foundation, 
and  to  co-ordinate  it  and  its  work 
with  other  institutions,  which, 
undei'the  Act  of  Parliament,  weie 
being  subjected  to  revision  and 
reform. 

We  conceive  that  there  were  three 


leading  objects  which  the  framers 
of  any  scheme  designed  to  disturb 
the  settlement  of  1857  should  have 
kept  in  view:  (i)  The  mainte- 
nance and  development  in  the 
fullest  efficiency  of  the  great  school 
at? Dulwieh;  (2)  The  extension  of 
the  area  of  the  charity  to  limits  co- 
extensive with  the  vastly  increased 
resources  of  the  foundation,  and 
especially  to  the  London  parishes 
named  by  the  founder ;  and  (3)  the 
application  of  some  substantial 
portion  of  the  educational  advan- 
tages of  the  charity  to  girls.  It 
may  be  useful  to  enquire  how  far 
each  of  these  purposes  is  served  by 
the  provisions  of  the  recently  pub- 
lished scheme. 

With  regard  to  the  eleemosynary 
branch  of  the  foundation,  the  pro- 
posed settlement  proceeds  much 
farther  in  the  direction  of  Bacon's 
advice  than  any  previous  arrange- 
ment. Whereas  the  Act  of  1857 
assigned  one-fourth  of  the  nett  in- 
come to  the  Hospital,  the  present 
scheme  charges  the  estate,  once  for 
all,  with  the  annual  sum  of  1,500^., 
less  than  a  tithe  of  the  whole  reve- 
nue; and  further  provides  that  it 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  gover- 
nors, with  the  consent  of  the  vestry 
of  any  one  of  the  baneficia-y 
parishes,  to  apply  a  portion  of  this 
sum  to  the  establishment  of  exbihi- 
tions  tenable  by  the  children  of  the 
public  elementary  schools  of  those 
parishes,  and  designed  to  encoui*age 
their  advancement  in  education. 

A  more  important  part  of  the 
scheme  provides  for  the  future 
maintenance  and  organisation  of 
the  great  school  at  Dulwieh,  so 
recently  erected,  and  splendidly 
equipped  with  educational  appli- 
ances. It  is  proposed  that  this 
school  shall  consist  of  three  depart- 
ments— a  junior  for  boys  under  13 
years  of  age,  and  two  branches  of  t  he 
upper  school,  the  modem  and  tho 
classical  departments  respectively. 
The  arrangements  contemplate 
about  250  scholars  in  each.     The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M78] 


Dulwich  0(dleg€. 


lia 


i^  and  oottrse  of  iostH^ction  are 
those  proper  to  a  first-grade  suhool. 
The  annaal  sum  of  i,8oo/.  k  per- 
mAn€Skt\j  set  apart  for  the  maiQt<en- 
ftnce  of  the  establishment.  It  is 
further  provided,  that  the  head 
master  of  the  College  shall  have  the 
supervision  (}f  the  junior  department 
aod  of  one  only  of  the  two  upper 
departments ;  the  other  high  master 
hanuga  co-ordinate  and  indepen- 
dent authority  in  his  own  depart- 
ment. 

In  order  to  judge  of  the  wisdom 
of  these  provisions,  it  is  well  to 
recollect  that  Dulwich  is  the  only 
pahiic  institution  in  the  South  of 
London  capable  of  taking  rank  as 
a  school  of  the  first  grade^  and  of 
SQppIying  to  the  enormous  popula- 
tion of  that  district  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, adapted,  like  that  of  Harrow, 
GiiftoD,  or  Cheltenham,  to  prepare 
pupils  for  the  Universities  or  for 
tiui  higher  professions.  It  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  the  ideal 
of  instruction  presented  in  an  insti- 
tution which  will,  in  the  main,  be 
filled  with  the  sons  of  the  professiijnal 
mun  and  prosperous  merchants  of 
London,  should  be  noble  and  well 
sustained.  And  to  this  end,  it  is 
ejiisential  that  masters  of  the  highest 
repute  should  be  attracted,  and  in- 
duced to  remain  in  their  posts.  In 
most  schools  of  the  first  grade, 
boarders  are  admitted  ;  and  the 
profits  on  boarding  mako  up  a  sub- 
stantial part  of  the  masters'  salaries. 
But  since  Dulwich  is  to  be  a  day 
school  solely,  this  source  of  reve- 
nue is  absent,  an  d  nothing  but  a 
high  and  liberal  scale  of  payment 
Will,  in  the  long  run,  enable  tho 
school  to  retain  the  services  of  the 
ablest  men.  We  do  not  say  that 
the  sum  of  i,8ooL  from  endowment, 
in  addition  to  a  considerable  reve- 
nue from  fees,  is  at  present  in- 
sufficient to  do  this.  But  the  mere 
maiutenance  of  so  large  a  fabric, 
and  the  payment  of  rates  and  taxes, 
will  absoib  more  than  .  half  of 
this  sum  ;  and  in  the  prospect  of  a 


change  in  the  value  of  moneyj  we 
greatly  doubt  whether  such  a  per- 
manent charge  will  suffice  for  the 
future  preservation  of  the  school  in 
the  hignest  efficiency,  and  for  a 
liberal  system  of  exhibitions  and 
rewards. 

The  proposed  division  of  labour 
between  the  two  head  masters  ap- 
pears to  be  open  to  still  graver 
objection.  All  the  experience  and 
testimony  collected  by  the  Schools 
Inquiry  Commissioners  concurred 
in  showing  the  importance  of  unity 
and  concentration  in  the  work  of 
a  school.  That  the  head  master 
should  bo  entrusted  with  ample 
powers  of  ad  ministration,  that  he 
should  be  supreme  over  the  disci- 
pline, and  empowered  to  choose  and 
to  dismiss  his  assistants,  in  short 
that  the  integrity  and  collective  life 
of  a  great  school  can  only  be  sus- 
tained by  placing  the  whole  under 
one  ruler,  who  shall  economise  all 
its  resources,  and  make  its  psLvU  fit 
each  other,  are  conclusions  set  forth 
with  much  emphasis  throughout 
the  report.  Eton  and  Harrow, 
Rugby,  Marlborough,  and  Clifton, 
are  as  large  as  Dulwich ;  but  no 
one  who  knows  those  institutions 
can  fail  to  see  how  great  is  the  ad- 
vantage derived  from  the  supre- 
macy of  the  single  head.  The  rea- 
sons for  the  novel  and  apparently 
hazardous  experiment  proposed  in 
Dulwich  are  not  set  forth  in  the 
Commissioners'  scheme,  but  are 
presumably  based  on  the  magnitude 
of  the  school,  the  necessity  of 
giving  full  scope  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  modern  department — so 
often  placed  by  head  masters  in  a 
position  of  inferiority — and  the  con- 
sideration that  a  large  day-school 
exists  for  insti-uction  mainly,  and 
is  therefore  less  in  need  of  special 
contrivances  to  secure  its  organic 
unity  and  social  life  than  a  Ibun- 
dation  chiefly  designed  to  furnish  a 
home  for  boarders.  It  may  well 
be  doubted,  however,  whether  any 
such  considerations  ought  to  out- 
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weigh  tiiat  ^f  the  grave  practical 
inconvenience  and  risk  attendant 
on  a  divided  government. 

As  to  the  diffusion  of  the  benefits 
of  the  charity  over  a  wider  area, 
the  scheme  is  unquestionably  drawn 
in  a  courageous  and  liberal  spirit. 
It  provides  that  a  second  school,  to 
be  called  Allejn's  Middle  School, 
shall  be  erected  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  adapted  for  the  reception 
of  300  boys  and  300  girls.  The 
course  of  mstruction  seems  to  cor- 
respond nearly  to  that  known  as 
the  Second  Grade,  and  the  fees  are 
to  be  fixed  somewhere  within  the 
limits  of  6Z.  and  12Z.  a  year.  A  capi- 
tal sum  of  20,000/.  is  provided  for 
the  erection  of  such  schools,  and 
besides  this  each  of  the  four  Lon- 
don parishes  already  named  is  to 
be  provided,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding 
lOjOooL,  with  large  schools  for  300 
boys  and  200  girls.  These  are  to 
take  rank  as  schools  of  the  third 
grade,  but  distinctly  above  the 
elementary  schools  aided  by  the 
State,  and  to  give  ordinary  English 
teaching,  with  the  elements  of  Latin 
or  French,  and  of  science,  adapted 
to  scholars  who  are  not  likely  to 
remain  under  instruction  later  than 
their  fifteenth  year.  In  all  these 
schools  provision  is  made  for  scho- 
larships and  other  encouragements 
to  merit.  And  the  total  number  of 
s<7holars  who  will  thus  be  supplied 
with  the  means  of  secondary  in- 
struction on  different  parts  of  Al- 
Icyn's  foundation  will  thus  be  con- 
siderably above  3,000,  viz. :  in  a 
school  of  the  first  grade,  700  or  800 
boys;  in  that  of  the  second,  300 
boys  and  300  girls ;  and  in  those  of 
the  third  grade,  1,200  boys  and  800 
girls. 

The  enumeration  of  these  figures 
suffices  to  invite  attention  to  an- 
other feature  of  the  scheme,  for 
which,  without  explanation,  it  is 
difficult  to  account.  The  Endowed 
Schools  Act  expressly  enjoins  the 
Commissioners,  in  framing  schemes 
for  the  reot^ganisation  of  endow- 


ments, to  extend  their  benefits  as 
far  as  possible  to  girls.  The  dn^ 
just  issued  fulfils  this  injunction  so 
far  as  the  lower  secondary  instruc' 
tion  is  concerned ;  but  it  leaves  the 
sisters  of  the  boys  in  the  Grammar 
School,  and  all  girls  who  desire  to 
receive  a  complete  education  of  the 
highest  class,  without  any  aid  from. 
Alleyn's  funds.  It  can  hardly  be 
urged  that  there  is  no  need  for 
such  a  provision.  All  experience 
in  relation  to  boys'  schools  proves, 
that  unless  the  higher  education  is 
well  cared  for,  the  lower  suffers.  It 
is  the  great  foundation,  manned  by 
the  most  accomplished  members  of 
the  teacher's  profession,  which  ulti- 
mately determines  the  character  of 
the  lower  schools,  sets  up  the  true 
standard  for  their  imitation,  stimu- 
lates their  most  promising  scholars, 
and,  above  all,  gives,  from  time  to 
time,  a  supply  of  good  teachers. 
And  the  great  defects  so  often  com- 
plained of  in  the  education  of 
women  —  its  pretentiousness  and 
shallowness,  the  absence  from  it  of 
real  intellectual  and  scientific  disci- 
pline— can  only  be  corrected  by  the 
existence  of  a  few  places  of  educa- 
tion to  which  the  best  teachers 
shall  be  attracted,  and  in  which  the 
fullest  and  wisest  course  of  training 
that  can  be  devised  shall  become 
accessible  to  girls,  and  made  to  tell 
directly  upon  an  improved  supply  of 
qnia^lified  governesses.  It  is  very 
hopeless  to  attempt  any  substantial 
improvement  in  the  aims  or  methods 
of  feminine  instruction  by  working 
only  at  the  lower  class  of  schools, 
and  leaving  the  provision  for 
women's  education  incomplete  in 
its  higher  departments.  In  Lon- 
don there  must  be  many  girls 
and  young  women  who,  either  be- 
cause they  hope  to  take  an  honour- 
able rank  as  teachers,  or  because 
they  simply  aim  at  a  complete  and 
liberal  education  for  its  own  sake, 
would  thankfully  welcome  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  collegiate  school  of 
the  same  character,  muitUis  miUan' 
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diij  as  ih^  great  institntion'at  Dal- 
wich.  For  them  the  system  of 
lectures  and  detached  classes  which 
is  now  being  so  carefully  developed 
in  different  parts  of  London  is 
wholly  insufficient.  Young  men  are 
not  asked  or  expected  to  finish  their 
education  in  this  haphazard,  piece- 
meal way.  Nothing  short  of  a  High 
School,  placed  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  a  public  and  responsible 
body,  equipped  with  teachers  of 
proved  qualifications,  and  supplied 
^ith  a  reasonable  number  of  scho- 
larships and  otJier  encouragements 
to  successful  study,  will  meet  the 
requirements    of   the    case.     And 


some  part  of  the  great  revenues  of 
Dulwich  would,  as  it  appears  to 
us,  have  been  usefully  expended 
in  supplying  this  great  want,  and 
in  setting  up  a  noble  ideal  of  cul- 
ture and  finished  education  for  the 
boys  and  girls  of  the  metropolis.  It 
is  not  too  late,  we  trust,  to  reconsider 
this  part  of  a  scheme  which,  in 
its  main  features,  and  especially  in 
its  broad  and  generous  provision 
for  extending  the  public  utility  of 
Alleyn's  munificent  foundation,  well 
deserves  io  be  regarded  as  a  piece 
of  constructive  legislation  of  an  un- 
ambitious but  entirely  practical  and 
serviceable  type. 

F. 
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HEREDITARY  IMPROVEMENT. 
By  Francis  Galton. 


IT  is  freely  allowed  by  most  au- 
thorities on  heredity,  that  men 
are  jiH  t  as  sabject  to  its  laws,  both 
in  body  and  mind,  as  are  any  other 
animals,  but  it  is  almost  nniver- 
Bally  doubted,  if  not  denied,  that 
an  establishment  of  this  fact  could 
ever  be  of  large  practical  benefit  to 
humanity.  It  is  objected  that,  phi- 
losopbise  as  yon  will,  men  and 
women  will  continue  to  marry  as 
they  have  hitherto  done,  according 
to  their  personal  likings ;  that  any 
prospect  of  improving  the  race  of 
man  is  absurd  and  chimerical,  and 
that  though  enquiries  into  the  laws 
of  human  heredity  may  be  pursued 
for  the  satisfaction  of  a  curious  dis- 
position, they  can  be  of  no  real 
importance.  In  opposition  to  these 
objections,  I  maintain,  in  the  pre- 
sent essay,  that  it  is  feasible  to 
improve  the  race  of  man  by  a  system 
which  shall  be  perfectly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  moral  sense  of  the 
present  time.  I  shall  first  describe 
the  condition,  such  as  I  believe  it 
to  be,  of  the  existing  race  of  man, 
and  will  afterwards  propose  a 
scheme  for  its  improvement  whose 
seeds  would  be  planted  almost 
without  knowing  it,  and  would 
slowly  but  steadily  grow,  until  it 
had  transformed  the  nation.  If 
the  ordinary  doctrines  of  heredity 
in  a  broad  sense  be  true,  the  scheme 
in  question  must,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  begin  to  show  vigorous  life  so 
soon  as  the  mass  of  educated  men 
shall  have  learnt  to  appreciate  their 
truth.  But  if  the  doctrines  be 
false,  then  all  I  build  upon  them  is 
of  course  fallacious. 

The  bodily  and  mental  condition 
of  every  man  are,  in  part,  the  result 
of  his  own  voluntary  and  bygone 
acts ;  but  experience  teaches  us  that 
they  are  also  shaped  by  two  other 
agencies,  for  neither  of  which  be  is 
responsible ;   the  one,  the  constitu- 


tional peculiarities  transmitted  to 
him  by  inheritance,  and  the  other, 
the  various  circumstances  to  which 
he  has  been  perforce  subjected,  es- 
pecially in  early  life.     Now,  in  this 
essay  I  do  not  propose  to  allude  to 
ordinary  education,  family  and  na- 
tional tradition,  and  other  similar 
moral  agencies  of  high  importance. 
I  leave  them  for  the  present,  to  one 
side ;  the  residue  with  which  alone 
I  am  about  to  deal,  may  be  con- 
cisely and  sufficiently  expressed  by 
the  words  *  race '  and  '  nurture.'    It 
is  to  the  consideration  of  the  first 
of  these  that  the  following  pages 
are  chiefly  devoted ;  but  not  entirely 
EOf  for  I  acknowledge  that  we  can- 
not wholly  disentangle  their  several 
effects.      An  improvement  in    the 
nurture   of  a  race   will   eradieat>e 
inherited  disease;  consequently,  it 
is    beyond    dispute    that     if    our 
future     population     were      reared 
under  more   favourable  conditions 
than  at  present,  both  their  health 
and  that  of  their  descendants  would 
be  greatly  improved.     There  is  no- 
thing in  what  I  am  about  to  sny 
that  shall  underrate   the   sterling 
value  of  nurture,  including  all  kinds 
of  sanitary  improvements;  nay,  I 
wish   to   claim   them   as   powerful 
auxiliaries  to  my  cause ;  neverthe- 
less, I  look  upon  race  as  far  more 
important  than  nurture.     Race  has 
a  double  effect,  it  creates  better  and 
more    intelligent    individuals,   and 
these  become  more  competent  than 
their  predecessors  to  make  laws  and 
customs,  whose  effects  shall  favour- 
ably react  on  their  own  health  and 
on   the  nurture  of  their   children. 
The  merits  and  demerits  of  different 
1  aces  is  strongly  nmrked  in  colonies, 
where  men  begin  a  new  life,  to  a 
great  degree  detached  from  the  ixu 
fiuences  under  which  they  had  been 
reared.      Now   we    may    watch    a 
band  of  Englishmen,  subjected  to 
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DO  regnlar  antbority,  but  attracted 
to  some  new  gold-difging,  and  we 
ahali  flee  that  law  ana  ord^r  will  be 
gradoally   evolved,   and    that    the 
commonitj   will  purify   itself  and 
become  respectable,  and  this  is  true 
of  hardly  any  other  race  of  men. 
Const itational    stamina,    strength, 
intelligence,    and    moral    qaalities 
cling  to  a  breed,  say  of  dogs,  not- 
witlistanding  many  generations  of 
careless  nurture ;  while  carefal  nur- 
ture, unaided  by  selection,  can  do 
httle  more  to  an  inferior  breed  than 
eradicate  disease  and  make  it  good 
of  its  kind.     Those  who  woald  as- 
sign  more   importance  to  nurture 
than  1  have  done,  must  concede  that 
the  sanitary  conditions  under  which 
the  mass    of   the    popnlation  will 
hereafter  live,  are  never  likely  to  be 
so  favourable   to ,  health  as   those 
which   are    now    enjojed    by   our 
wealthy   classes.      The  latter  may 
make  many  mistakes  in  matters  of 
health ;    but   they   have  enormous 
re^iidual     advantages.      They    can 
command  good  food,  spacious  rooms, 
and  change  of  air,  which  is  more 
than  equivalent  to  what  the  future 
achievements    of  sanitary  science 
are  likely  to  afford  to  the  mass  of 
the,  population.     Yet  how  far  are 
oar  wealthier  classes  from  the  se- 
cure possession  of  those  high  phy- 
sical and  mental  qualities  which  are 
the    birthright    of    a    good    race. 
Whoever   bfts    ^pent  a  winter  at 
the  health>resorts  of  the  South  of 
France,  must   have  been  appalled 
at  witnessing  the  number  of  their 
fellow-countrymen  who  are  afflicted 
with  wretched  constitutions,  while 
that  of  the  sickly  children,  narrow- 
chested  men,  and  fragile,  delicate 
women  who   remain    at  home,   is 
utterly     disproportionate     to     the 
Btcklj  and  misshapen  contingent  of 
the  stock  of  any  ot  our  breeds  of 
domestic  animals. 

I  need  not  speak  in  detail  of  the 
many  ways  in  which  the  forms  of 
civilk^ation,  which  have  hitherto 
prevailed,  tend  to  spoil  a  race,  be- 
caoflejbey  mtvt,  by  this  time,  have 


become  familiar  to  all  who  are  in- 
terested in  heredity  ;  it  is  sufficient 
just  to  allude  to  two  of  the  chief 
among  those  which  are  now  in  ac- 
tivity. The  first  is,  the  free  power 
of  beq9eathing  wealth,  which  inter- 
feres with  the  salutary  action  of 
natural  selection,  by  preserving 
the  wealthy,  and  bv  encourao^ing 
marriage  on  gronnos  quite  inde- 
pendent of  personal  qaalities ;  and 
the  second  is  the  centralising  ten- 
dency of  our  civilisation,  which  at- 
tracts the  abler  men  to  towns,  where 
the  discouragement  to  marry  is 
great,  and  where  marriage  is  compa- 
ratively unproductiveof  descendants 
who  reach  adult  life.  In  a  paper 
just  communicated  to  the  Statis- 
tical Society,  I  have  cat-efully 
analysed  and  discussed  the  census 
returns  of  i,ooo  families  of  factory 
operatives  in  Coventry,  and  of  the 
same  number  of  agricultural  labour- 
ers in  the  neighbouring  small  rural 
parishes  of  Warwickshire,  and  find 
that  the  former  have  iittlo  more 
than  half  as  many  adult  grand- 
children as  the  latter.  They  have 
fewer  offspring,  and  of  those  few  a 
smaller  proportion  reach  adult  life, 
while  the  two  classes  marry  with 
about  equal  fVequency  and  at  about 
the  same  ages.  The  allurements 
and  exigencies  of  a  centralised  civi- 
lisation are  therefore  seriously  pre- 
judicial to  the  better  class  of  the 
human  stock,  which  is  first  attracted 
to  the  towns,  and  there  destroyed  ; 
and  a  system  of  selection  is  ciented 
whose  action  is  exactly  adverse  to 
the  good  of  a  race.  Again,  the 
ordinary  struggle  for  exiKtcnce  un- 
der the  bad  sanitary  conditions  of 
our  towns,  seems  to  me  to  spoil,  and 
not  to  improve  our  breed.  It  selects 
those  who  are  able  to  withstand  zy- 
motic diseases  and  impure  and  in- 
sufficient food,  but  such  are  not 
necessarily  foremost  in  the  qualities 
which  make  a  nation  great.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  classes  of  a  coarser 
organisation  who  seem  to  be,  on  the 
whole,  most  favoured  under  this 
principle  of  selection,  and  who  sur- 
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Tive  to  become  the  parents  of  the 
next  generation.  Visitors  to  Ireland 
after  the  potato  famine  generally 
remarked  that  the  Irish  type  of  face 
seemed  to  have  become  more  pro- 
gnathous, that  is,  more  like  the 
negro  in  the  protrusion  of  the  lower 
jaw;  the  interpretation  of  which 
was,  that  the  men  who  survived  the 
starvation  and  other  deadly  acci- 
dents of  that  horrible  time,  were  more 
generally  of  a  low  and  coarse  organi- 
sation. So  again,  in  every  malari- 
ous country, the  travelleris  pained  by 
the  sight  of  the  miserable  individuals 
who  inhabit  it.  These  have  the 
pre-eminent  gift  of  being  able  to 
survive  fever,  and  therefore,  by  the 
law  of  economy  of  structure,  are  apt 
to  be  deficient  in  every  quality  less 
useful  to  the  exceptional  circum- 
stances of  their  life.  The  reports  of 
the  health  of  our  factory  towns  dis- 
close a  terrible  proportion  of  bad 
constitutions  and  invalidism  among 
the  operatives,  as  shown  by  inter- 
mitting pulse,  curved  spine,  narrow 
chests,  and  other  measurable  effects; 
and  at  the  fame  time  we  learn  from 
the  census  that  our  population  is 
steadily  becoming  more  urban. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  rural  element 
preponderated ;  ten  years  ago  the 
urban  became  equal  to  it ;  and  now 
the  urban  is  in  the  majoiity.  We 
liave  therefore  much  reason  to  Tbe- 
8tir  oui'selves  to  resist  the  serious 
deterioration  which  threatens  our 
race. 

I  have  hitherto  addressed  myself 
to  the  purely  physical  qualities  of 
mankind,  on  the  importance  of 
which  it  would  have  been  diflBcult 
to  have  sufficiently  insisted  a  few 
years  ago,  when  there  was  a  pre- 
vailing feeling  that  the  mind  was 
everything  and  the  body  nothing. 
But  a  reaction  has  set  in,  and  it 
has  become  pretty  generally  recog- 
nised that  unless  the  body  be  in 
sound  order,  we  are  not  likely  to  get 
much  healthy  work  or  instinct  out 
of  it.  A  powerful  brain  is  an  excellent 
thing,  but  it  requires  for  its  proper 
maintenance  a  good  pair  of  lungs,  a 


vigorous  heart,  and  especially  a 
strong  stomacli,  otherwise  its  out- 
come  of  thought  is  likely  to  be  mor- 
bid. This  being  understood.  I  wiJi 
proceed  to  the  mental  qualities  of 
our  race. 

I  have  written  much  in  my  work 
on  Hereditary  Genius  about  the 
average  intellect  of  modem  civi- 
lised races  being  unequal  to  copo 
with  the  requirements  of  the  mode 
of  life  which  circumstances  have 
latterly  imposed  upon  them,  and 
^luch  more  might  be  said  on  the 
same  subject.  The  advance  in 
means  of  communication  has  made 
large  nations  or  federations  a  neces- 
sity, whose  existence  implies  a  vast 
number  of  complicated  interests 
and  nice  adjustments,  which  re- 
quire to  be  treated  in  a  very  intel- 
ligent manner,  or  will  otherwise 
have  to  be  brutally  oiMiered  by  des- 
potic power.  We  have  latterly 
seen  that  the  best  statesmen  of  our 
day  are  little  capable  of  expressing 
their  meaning  in  intelligible  lan- 
guage, so  that  political  relations  are 
apt  to  become  embroiled  by  mere 
misunderstanding  of  what  is  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed.  In  no  walk 
of  civilised  life  do  the  intellects  of 
men  seem  equal  to  what  is  required 
of  them.  It  is  true  that  Anglo- 
Saxons  are  quite  competent  to 
grapple  with  the  everyday  problems 
of  small  communities,  but  they 
have  insufficient  ability  for  the  due 
performance  of  the  more  difficult 
duties  of  citizens  of  large  nations. 
Consequently,  the  functions  of  men 
engaged  in  trades  and  professions 
of  all  kinds  are  adjusted  to  a  dan- 
gerously low  standard,  and  the  poli- 
tical insight  of  the  multitude  goes 
little  deeper  than  the  surface,  and 
is  applied  in  few  directions  except 
thoKO  to  which  their  guides  havo 
pointed.  Great  nations,  instead  of 
being  highly  organised  bodies,  are 
little  more  than  aggregations  of  men 
severally  intent  on  self-advance- 
ment, who  must  be  cemented  into  a 
mass  by  blind  feelings  of  g^egari- 
ousneES  and  reverence  to  merp^rank, 
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« f  mere  auUionty,  and  mere  tradition, 
if-  /    or  tbey  will  assuredly  fall  asunder. 
r- !        As  regards  the  moral  qualities, 
f       which  are  closely  interwoven  with 
the  intellectual,  we  cannot  but  ob- 
serve the  considerable  effecfc  which 
the  influence  of  many  generations 
of  civilised  life  has  already  exer- 
cised upon  the  race  of  man.     It  has 
already  bred  out  of  us  many  of  the 
wild  instincts  of  our  savage  fore- 
fiiihers,  and  has  given  us  a  stricter 
conscience  and  a  larger  power  of 
Eelf-control  than,  judging  from  the 
analogy  of  modem   savages,  they 
i4)pear  to  have   had.     The  possi- 
bility   of    eradicating     instinctive 
wildness,  and  of  introducing  an  in- 
stinctively  affectionate   disposition 
into  any  breed  of  animals,  is  clearly 
proved  by  what  has  been  effected 
in  dogs.     The  currish  and  wolfish 
nature   of  such  as  may    be    seen 
roaming  at  large  in  the  streets  of 
Eastern    towns,  has   been    largely 
suppressed  in  that  of  their  tamed 
descendants,  who,  after  many  gene- 
L       rations    of    selection   and  friendly 
treatment,  have  also  acquired  the 
curious  innate  love  of  man  to  which 
Mr.  Darwin  drew  attention.      All 
this  gives  hope  for  the  future  of  our 
race,  especially   if  *  viriculture  *  be 
possible,  notwithstanding  that  our 
present  moral  nature  is  as  unfitted 
for  a  high-toned  civilisation  as  our 
intellectual   nature  is   unfitted   to 
I      deal  with  a   complex   one.      It   is 
carious  to  observe  the  great  variety 
in  the  morals  of  the  human  race, 
such   as    have   been  delineated  by 
Theophrastns,  La  Bruyere,  and  the 
phrenologists.     It  seems  to  me  that 
^      natural  selection  has  had  no  influ- 
ence in  securing  dominance  to  the 
noblest  of  them,  because    in    the 
various    tactics   of  the   individual 
.     battle   for   life,  any  one  of  these 
quaUties  in  excess  may  be  service- 
able to  its  possessor.     But  the  case 
J.      would  be  very  different  in   those 
1       higher  forms  of  civilisation,  vainly 
I       tfted  as  yet,  of  which  the  notion  of 
personal  property  is  not  the  foun- 
dation, but  which  are,  in  honest 


truth,  republican  and  co-operative, 
the  good  of  the  community  being 
literally  a  more  vivid  desire  than 
that  of  self- aggrandisement  or  any 
other  motive  whatever.     This  is  a 
stage  which  the  human  race  is  un- 
doubtedly destined  sooner  or  later 
to  reach,  but   which  the   deficient 
moral  gifls  of  existing  races  render 
them  incapable  pf  attaining.     It  is 
the    obvious  course  of  intelligent 
men — and    I    venture    to    say    it 
should  be  their  religious  duty — to 
advance  in    the  direction  whither 
Nature    is    determined  they   shall 
go;   that  is,  towards  the  improve- 
ment  ot:*  their  race.     Thither   she 
will    assuredly    goad    them    with 
a  jruthless  arm  if  they  hang  back, 
and    it   is    of   no   avail    to    kick 
against  the  pricks.    We  are  exceed- 
ingly blind  to  the  ultimate  purposes 
for  which  we  have  come  into  life, 
and  we  know  that  no  small  part  of 
the  intentions  by   which  we    are 
most  apt  to  be  guided,  are  mere 
illusions.      If,    however,    we    look 
aroand  at  the  course  of  nature,  one 
authoritative  fact  becomes  distinctly 
prominent,  let  us  make  of  it  what 
we  may.     It  is,  that  the  life  of  the 
individual  is  treated  as  of   abso* 
tutely  no  importance,  while  the  race 
is   treated    as    everything,  Nature 
being  wholly  careless  of  the  former 
except  as  a  contributor  to  the  main- 
te nance  and  evolution  of  the  latter. 
Myriads  of  inchoate  lives  are  pro- 
duced in  what,  to  our  best  judg- 
ment, seems  a  wasteful  and  reckless 
manner,  in  order  that  a  few  selected 
specimens  may  survive,  and  be  the 
parents    of   the    next    generation. 
It  is  as  though  individnal  lives  were 
of  no  more  consideration  than  are 
the  senseleps  chips  which  fall  from 
the  chisel  of  the  artist  who  is  elabo- 
rating some  ideal  form  out  of  a 
rude  Wock.     We  are  naturally  apt 
to  think  of  ourselves  and  of  those 
around  us  that,  being  not  senselesf^ 
chips,  but  living  and  suffering  be- 
ings, we  should  be  of  primary  im- 
portance, whereas  it  seems  perfectly 
clear  that  our  individual  lives  are 
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little  more  than  agentn  towards 
attaining  some  great  and  common 
end  of  evolution.  We  mast  loyally 
accept  the  facts  as  they  are,  and 
solace  onrselves  with  snch  hypo- 
theses as  may  seem  most  credible  to 
ns.  For  my  part,  I  cling  to  the  idea 
of  a  conscioas  solidarity  in  natnre, 
and  of  its  laborioas  advance  nnder 
many  restrictions,  the  Whole  being 
conscioas  of  us  temporarily  de- 
tached individuals,  hat  we  being 
very  imperfectly  and  darkly  con- 
scioas of  the  Whole.  Be  this  as 
it  may,  it  becomes  onr  boanden 
duty  to  conform  our  s^«ps  to  the 
paths  which  we  recognise  to  be  de- 
fined, as  those  in  which  sooner  or 
later  we  have  to  go.  We  mtist, 
therefore,  try  to  render  our  indi- 
vidual aims  subordinate  to  those 
which  lead  to  the  improvement  of 
the  rai«.  The  enthusiasm  of  hu- 
manity, strange  as  the  doctrine  may 
sound,  has  to  be  directed  primarily 
to  the  future  of  our  race,  and  only 
secondarily  to  the  well-being  of  our 
contemporaries.  The  ants  who, 
when  their  nest  is  disturbed,  hnrry 
away  each  with  an  nninteresting 
looking  egg,  picked  up  at  hazard,  not 
even  its  own,  bnt  not  the  less  pre- 
cious to  it,  have  their  instin<?fs 
curiously  in  accorda'^ce  with  the 
real  requirements  of  Nature.  So 
far  as  we  can  interpret  her,  wo  read 
in  the  clearest  letters  that  onr  de- 
sire for  the  improvement  of  our 
race  ought  to  rise  to  the  force  of  a 
passion  ;  and  if  others  interpret  Na- 
ture in  the  same  way,  we  may  ex- 
pect that  at  some  future  time,  per- 
naps  not  very  remote,  it  may  come 
to  bo  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
chief  religious  obligations.  It  is  no 
absurdity  to  expect,  that  it  may 
hereafter  be  preached,  that  while 
helpfulness  to  the  weak,  and  sym- 
pathy with  the  suffering,  is  the 
natural  form  of  outpouring  of  a 
merciful  and  kindly  heart,  yet  that 
tl»e  highest  action  of  all  is  to  pro- 
vide a  vigorous,  national  life,  and 
that  one  practical  and  effective  way 
in  (Which  indi vidaalfl  of  feeble  consti* 


tution  can  show  merqy  to  their  kind 
is  by  celibacy,  lest  they  should  brings 
beinurs  into  existence  whose  race  is 
predoomed  to  destraction  by  the 
laws  of  natnre.  It  may  come  to  be 
avowed  as  a  paramount  duty,  to 
anticipate  the  slow  and  stubborn 
processes  of  natural  selection,  by- 
endeavouring  to  breed  out  feeble 
constitutions,  and  petty  and  ignoble 
instincts,  and  to  breed  in  those 
which  are  vigorous  and  noble  and 
social. 

The  precise  problem  I  have  in 
view,  is  not  only  the  restoration  of 
the  average  worth  of  our  race, 
debased  as   it  has  been  from  its 

*  typical  level '  by  those  deleterious 
induences  of  modem  civilisation 
to  which  I  have  referred,  but  to 
raise  it  higher  still.  It  has  been 
depressed  by  those  mischievous  in- 
fluences of  artificial  selection  which 
I  have  named,  and  by  many  others 
besides.  Cannot  we,  I  ask  —  and 
I  will  try  to  answer  the  question  in 
the  affirmative  —  introduce  other 
inflnences  which  shall  counteract 
and  overbear  the  former,  and  elevate 
the  race  above  its  typical  level  at 
least  as  much  as  the  former  had 
depressed  it  ?  1  mean  by  the  phrase 

*  typical  level '  the  average^tandard 
ot*  the  race,  such  as  it  would  become 
in  two  or  three  generations  if  left 
unprunod  by  artitiuial  selection,  and 
if  reared  under  what  might  be  ac- 
cepted as  fair  conditions  of  nniture 
and  a  moderate  amount  of  healthy, 
natural  selection.  It  is  to  be  recol- 
lected that  individuals  are  not  the 
offspring  of  their  parents  alone,  but 
also  of  their  ancestry  to  very  re- 
mote degrees,  and  that  although  by 
a  faulty  system  of  civilisation  the 
average  worth  of  a  race  may  be- 
come depressed,  it  has  nevertheless 
an  inherent-  ancestral  power  of 
partly  recovering  from  that  depres- 
sion, if  a  chance  be  given  it  of  doinf^ 
so.  It  has,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
advantage  of  the  civilised  habits  in- 
grained into  its  nature,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  may  rise  above  the 
abnormal  srtate    of  deprosaion   t# 
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which  the  evil  infiaences  of  the 
artificial  selection  of  our  modern 
civilifiation  have  temporarily  re- 
daoed  it. 

In     my    work     on     Hereditary 
Oeutus  I    entered    at   considerable 
IsDgtii  npon   the  classification    of 
men  in  difierent  grades  of  natural 
ability,  separated  by  eqoal  intervals, 
and  showed  how  we  might  estimate 
the  proportionate  numbers  of  men 
in  each  of  them,  by  availing  our- 
selves of  a  law,  whose  traces  are  to 
he  met  with  in  all  the  variable  pbe« 
Domena  of  nature.      For  example, 
it  will  be  found  that  we  may  divide 
any  body  of  individuals  into  four 
equal  groups,  of  which  two  shall 
consist    of    mediocrities,    and   the 
other  two  Fhall  be  alike  but  opposite, 
as  an  object  floating  in  water  is  to 
its  reflection,  the  one  containing  all 
the  grades  above  mediocrity  up  to 
the  highest,  and  the  other  all  bo  low 
mediocrity  down  to  the  lf)west.     I 
do  not  fay  that  this  law  is  strictly 
applicable  to  nations  where  many 
individuals   are  diseased   in   some 
definite  manner,  because  the  essence 
of  the  law  is,  that  the  general  con- 
ditions should  be  of  the  same  kind 
throughout.      On  the  other  hand, 
disease  and  health  are  for  the  most 
part  due  to  little  more  than  diflerent 
grades  of  constitutional  vigour  and 
of  Banitary  conditions,  and,  so  far, 
the  nations  will  fall  strictly  within 
the  range  of  the  law,  which  I  there- 
fore employ  as  a  useful  approxima- 
tion to  the  truth.     My  hope  is,  that 
the  average  standard  of  a  civilised 
race  might  be  raised  to  the  a\  erage 
standard  of  the  pick  of  them,  as 
they  now  are,  at  the  rate  of  one  in 
every  four.     It  will  be  clearly  un- 
derstood by  those  familiar  with  the 
law  of  deviation  from  an  average, 
that  the  distribution  of  ability  in  a 
race  so  improved,  would  be  very 
diflerent  to  that  of  the  pick  of  the 
present  race,  though  their  average 
vorth  was  the  same.  The  improved 
race  would  have  its  broad  equatorial 
belt  of  mediocrities,  and  its  devia- 
tiuna  upwards    and    downwards, 


narrowing  &>  delicate  cusps;  but 
the  vanishing-point  of  its  baseness 
would  not  reach  so  low  as  at  pre- 
sent, and  that  of  its  nobleness  would 
reach  higher.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  pick  of  our  present  race  would 
not  be  symmetrically  arranged,  but 
the  worst  of  them  would  be  the 
most  numerous,  and  the  form  of  the 
whole  body,  when  classified,  would 
be  that  of  a  cone  resting  on  its  base, 
whose  sides  curved  upwards  to  a 
sharp  point.  I  find  it  impossible  to 
explain,  without  repeating  what  I 
have  already  written,  in  Hereditary 
G*iiiiuif  (p.  343),  the  enormous  ad- 
vantages tliat  would  follow  the  ele- 
vation of  our  race  through  so  mo- 
derate a  range  as  that  1  have  de- 
sciibed.  It  chiefly  consists  in  the 
sweeping  away  of  a  legion  of  in- 
efi'ectives,  and  in  introducing  in 
very  much  greater  proportions  the 
number  of  men  of  independent  and 
original  thought.  It  is  those  men, 
who  form  the  fine  point  of  the 
upward  cusp,  who  are  the  salt  of 
the  earth,  and  who  make  nations 
what  they  ai  q  ;  now  the  section  of 
the  cusp  broadens  as  it  descends, 
therefore  if  the  whole  afiair  be 
pushed  upwards,  so  to  speak,  ever 
so  little,  the  numbers  of  the  men  of 
the  same  absolute  value  become 
very  largely  increased. 

I  will  endeavour  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  result  of  a  selection  at  the 
rate  of  i  in  4  of  the  inferior  speci- 
mens of  a  civilised  race,  and  will 
take  my  example  from  France,  be- 
cause the  quality  of  the  nation  is 
well  gauged  by  that  of  the  annual 
body  of  youthful  conscnpts,  who  are 
carcAilly  examined,  and  whose  cha- 
racteristics are  minutely  classified. 
It  is  better  not  to  take  too  recent  a 
year,  as  some  persons  believe  the 
French  race  to  have  deteriorated  of 
late,  so  I  will  refer  to  1859,  of  which 
I  happen  to  have  the  CompUree^idu 
sur  le  ReaiUement  de  VArmee  in 
my  library.  Speaking  in  round 
numbers,  a  quarter  of  a  million  of 
conscripts  were  examined  in  that 
jre&r^  and  Jio  less  than  30  per  cent* 
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of  that  number  were  rejected  as 
unfit  for  the  army.  Six  per  cent, 
were  too  shorfc,  being  under  the 
pnny  regulation  height  of  5  feet 
5  inches,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  these — say  one-half,  or  3  per 
cent. — must  be  considered  as  unfit 
citizens  in  other  respects  than  being 
unfitted  for  the  muscular  work  re- 
quired in  the  army.  Not  many 
were  incapacitated  by  accident,  as 
by  blindness  or  deafness  resulting 
from  injury,  or  by  rupture ;  but  of 
these,  again,  only  a  small  portion 
come  justly  under  that  head.  I  am 
assured  that  if  a  person  has  here- 
ditary pre<lisposition  to  deafness, 
slight  accidents,  such  as  a  blow  on 
the  head,  or  a  bad  cold,  which  would 
be  comparatively  harmless  to  other 
people,  will  frequently  afiect  and 
ruin  his  hearing ;  and  the  same  is 
the  case  with  the  eyesight  and  every 
other  function.  In  addition,  we 
must  recollect  that  many  accidents 
are  the  result  of  stupidity  and 
slowness.  Of  the  injuries  by  the 
effects  of  which  youtlis  were  un- 
fitted for  the  array,  I  feel  sure  that 
less  than  half  should  be  ascribed  to 
pure  accident,  and  that  of  the  30  per 
cent,  who  were  rejected  for  all  causes, 
not  more  than  3  per  cent,  should  be 
allowed  as  coming  under  that  head. 
Adding  this  to  what  we  have  al- 
ready excepted  out  of  those  who 
were  considered   too   short,   there 


remain  24  per  cent,  who  were  dis- 
eased or  crippled  or  puny.  In 
round  numbers,  one-quarter  of 
the  French  youths  are  naturally 
and  hereditarily  unfitted  for  active 
life. 

I  will  now  turn  to  the  other  end 
of  the  scale  of  ability,  to  see  what 
the  quarter  of  a  nation  is  like  who 
are  picked  out  as  the  best,  and  I  do 
not  know  a  better  example  to  cite 
than  one  which  I  recently  wit- 
nessed with  great  interest ;  it  was 
on  board  the  8t  Vincent  training 
ship  for  seamen  for  the  Royal  Navy, 
which  is  stationed  at  Portsmouth. 
I  was  informed  that  out  of  every 
three  or  four  applicants  not  more 
than  one  was,  on  the  average,  ac- 
cepted, the  applicants  themselves 
being  in  some  degree  a  selected 
class.  The  result  was,  that  when  I 
stood  among  the  750  boys  who 
composed  the  crew,  it  was  clear  to 
me  that  they  were  decidedly  supe- 
rior to  the  mass  of  their  country- 
men. They  showed  their  inborn 
superiority  by  the  heartiness  of 
their  manner,  their  self-respect, 
their  healthy  looks,  their  muscular 
build,  the  interest  they  took  in 
what  was  taught  them,  and  the 
ease  with  which  they  learnt  it.  A 
single  year's  training  turns  tbcm 
out  accomplished  seamen  in  a  large 
number  of  particulars.  I  give  in  a 
foot-r.ote^    the     conditions    which 


'  Each  boy  must  bring  a  proper  certificate  of  character  and  declaration  6f  age.  The 
age  of  admission  is  between  15  and  16.}.  The  agreement  is  to  serre  in  the  Navy  up  to 
the  age  of  28.  No  boys  are  received  from  reformatories  or  prisons,  nor  if  they  have 
been  committed  before  a  magistrate.     The  other  requirements  are : — 


If  tbeir  age  la  between 


15  and  15J 
15^  and  16 

16  and  i6| 


Their  height  withoat  shoes 
mast  be  at  least 


4  feet  10^  inches 

5  „      I    inch 


And  their  measurement  roand 
the  chest  mubt  be  at  least 


29  incheff 

30  » 


They  must  be  able  to  read  and  write  fairly ;  be  strong,  healthy,  well  grown,  active,  and 
intelligent;  free  from  all  physical  malformation ;  never  have  had  fitfi,  and  must  be  able 
to  pass  a  strict  medical  examination  by  the  surgeons  of  the  ship.  Their  teeth  must  be 
good,  that  they  may  be  able  to  bite  biscuit ;  at  the  same  time,  we  must  recollect  that 
bad  te^th  are  to  some  degree  the  sign  of  a  bad  constitution.  The  applicants  copse  from 
various  directions,  and,  though  a  nuyority  of  them  do  not  know  the  regulations  for 
admission,  yet,  us  many  of  them  do,  and  as  all  have  to  bring  certificates  of  character,  the 
applicants,  on  the  average,  must  be  oonsiicmd  tobe  in  some  dight  degree  a  selected  class. 
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they  must  fulfil  to  be  qaalified  for 
admission ;  thej  seem  to  have  been 
drawn  np  in  an  excellent  spirit,  and 
to  produce  most  happy  results.  If 
the  average  English  youth  of  the, 
fiitare  could  be  raised  by  an  im- 
provement in  our  race  to  the  average 
of  those  on  board  the  St.  Vincent^ 
which  is  no  preposterous  hope, 
England  would  become  far  more 
noble  and  powerful  than  she  now  is. 
The  general  tone  of  feeling,  in 
short,  the  *  Mrs.  Grundy,'  of  the 
nation  would  be  elevated,  the  pre- 
sent army  of  inefiectives  which 
clog  progress  would  disappear, 
and  the  deviations  of  individual 
gifts  towards  genius  would  be  no 
less  wide  or  numerous  than  they 
now  are;  but  by  starting  from  a 
higher  vantage-ground  they  would 
reach  proportionately  farther. 

It  is  idle  to  lament  the  ill  condi- 
tion of  our  race  without  bestirring 
ourselves  to  find  a  remedy,  but  it 
requires  some  audacity  to  publicly 
propose  schemes,  because  the  world 
at  large  is  incredulous  of  the  extent 
cf  the  ill,  while  most  of  those  who 
are  more  correctly  informed  feel 
little  faith  in  the  feasibility  of  reme- 
dying it.  Nevertheless,  the  subject 
is-  one  which  the  public  ought  to  be 
accustomed  to  hear  discussed  with- 
out surprise  or  prejudice,  and  I 
trust  that  my  own  remarks  will  at- 
tract the  attention  of  some  few  com- 
petent persons  by  whom  they  may 
be  helpfnlly  criticised.  I  will  de- 
ecribe  what  I  have  to  propose  fi'om 
the  very  beginning.  It  is  entirely 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the 
ordinary  doctrines  of  heredity  are, 
in  a  broad  sense,  perfectly  true  ;  also 
that  the  popular  mind  will  gradually 
become  impressed  with  a  conviction 
of  their  truth,  owing  to  the  future 
writings  and  observations  of  many 
enquirers ;  and  lastly,  that  we  shml 
come  to  think  it  no  hardheartedness 
to  favour  the  perpetuation  of  the 
stronger,  wiser,  and  more  moral 
races,  but  shall  conceive  ourselves 
to  be  carrying  out  the  obvious  in- 
tentions of  Nature,  by  making  our 


social   arrangements  conducive  to 
the  improvement  of  their  race. 

There  is  a  vast  difference  between 
an  intellectual  belief  in  any  subject 
and  a  living  belief  which  becomes 
ingrained,  sometimes  quite  suddenly, 
into  the  character.  I  do  not  ven- 
ture to  ask  that  the  doctrines  of 
heredity  shall  be  popularly  accepted 
in  the  latter  sense,  in  order  that 
the  seeds  of  my  scheme  should  be 
planted,  but  I  am  satisfied  if  they 
shall  come  to  be  believed  in  with 
about  the  same  degree  of  persuasion 
and  as  little  fervour  as  are  those,  at 
the  present  time,  of  sanitary  science. 
That  is  enough  to  enable  the  scheme 
to  take  root  and  to  grow,  but  I  can- 
not expect  it  to  flourish  until  the 
popular  belief  shall  have  waxed  se- 
veral degrees  warmer. 

My  object  is  to  build  up,  by  the 
mere  process  of  extensive  enquiry 
and  publication  of  results,  a  senti- 
ment of  ceiste  among  those  who  are 
naturally  gifted,  and  to  procure  for 
them,  before  the  system  has  fairly 
taken  root,  such  moderate  social 
favour  and  preference,  no  more  and 
no  less,  as  would  seem  reasonable 
to  those  who  were  justly  informed  of 
the  precise  measure  of  their  import- 
ance to  th&  nation.  I  conclude  that 
the  natural  result  of  these  measures 
would  be  to  bind  them  together  by 
a  variety  of  material  and  social  in- 
terests, and  to  teach  them  faith  in 
their  future,  while  I  trust  to  the 
sentiment  of  caste  to  secure  that 
they  shall  intermarry  among  them- 
selves about  as  strictly  as  is  the 
custom  of  the  nobility  in  Germany. 
My  proposition  certainly  is  not  to 
begin  by  breaking  up  old  feelings  of 
social  status,  but  to  build  up  a  caste 
within  each  of  the  groups  into  which 
rank,  wealth,  and  pursuits  already 
divide  society,  mankind  being  quite 
numerous  enough  to  admit  of  this 
sub-classification.  There  are  cer- 
tain ingenious  persons  who  examine 
the  records  of  unclaimed  dividends 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
search  for  the  heirs  of  the  ori- 
ginal  owners,    and    inform    them 
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((hr  a  consideration)  to  iheir  ad- 
vantai^e.  My  object  is  to  have  the 
Euglish  race  explored,  and  tbeir 
now  nnknown  wealth  of  hereditary 
gifts  recorded,  and  that  those  who 
possess  snch  a  patrimony  shonid  be 
told  of  it.  I  leave  it  to  the  natural 
impnlses  by  which  mankind  are 
gaided,  to  insare  that  snch  wealth 
should  not  continne  to  be  neglected, 
any  more  than  any  other  possession 
nnexpectedly  made  known  to  thera. 
Great  fortunes  are  commonly  ob- 
served to  coalesce  through  marriage, 
and  members  of  aristocracies  seldom 
make  alliances  out  of  their  order,  ex- 
cept to  gain  wealth.  Is  it  less  to  be 
expected  that  those  who  become 
aware  that  they  are  endowed  with 
hereditary  gifts,  shoald  abstain  from 
squandering  their  patrimony  by 
marrying  out  of  their  caste  ?  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  contemplate  co- 
ercion as  to  whom  any  given  person 
should  marry ;  such  an  idea  would 
bo  scouted  now-a-days  almost  as 
much  as  that  of  polygamy,  or  of 
infanticide.  But  it  is  quite  con- 
formable to  the  customs  of  this  cen- 
tury to  employ  social  considerations 
to  etf'ect  what  is  desirable,  and  their 
ethcacy  in  this  case  would  be  as 
great  as  is  needful.  The  great 
majority  nre  sure  to  yield  to  it,  and 
it  is  a  trifling  matter,  when  we  look 
to  general  results,  if  a  small  per- 
centage refuse  obedience.  I  alKO 
lay  grtat  stress  on  the  encourage- 
ment  of  the  gifted  caste  to  marry 
©ally,  and  to  live  under  healthy  con- 
ditions, and  this  I  consider  would 
be  effected  in  the  manner  I  shall 
briefly  explain. 

The  reader  will  probably  find 
after  I  have  concluded,  that  the 
questions  chiefly  to  be  discussed  (it 
bidng  undei-stood  that  my  pi  imary 
suppositions  are  provisionally  grant- 
ed) are,  first,  whether  the  |>ro- 
posed  means  are  adequate  to  create 
a  caste  whose  sentiments  shall 
have  the  character  and  8trei»gth 
assigned  to  them;  and  secondly, 
whetter  the  existence  of  giich  a 
caste  would  or  would  not  be  in- 


tolerable to  the  country  at  large,  at 
the  tims  when  it  had  become  power* 
ful,  but  by  no  means  dominant. 

I  propose  as  the  first  step,  and 
the  time  is  nearly  ripe  for  it*,  that 
sOtne  society  should  undertake 
three  scientific  services :  the  first, 
by  means  of  a  moderate  number 
of  influential  local  agencies,  to  in- 
stitute contvmimis  enquiries  into 
the  facts  of  human  heredity  ;  the 
second  to  be  a  centre  of  informa- 
tion on  heredity  for  breeders  of 
animals  and  plants ;  and  the  third 
to  discuss  and  classify  the  facts 
that  were  collected.  I  look  upon 
the  continuity  of  the  enquiry  as 
very  important,  from  the  extreme 
difficulty  I  have  expeiienced  in  ran- 
sacking bygone  family  detail:^,  even 
of  recent  date.  Biographies  and 
pedigrees  require  contemporaneous 
touching  up,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  full  and  trustworthy,  and  that  an 
adequate  accumulation  of  hereditary 
facts  may  in  time  be  formed. 

All  this  is  purely  scientific  work,  to 
the  performance  of  which  no  reason- 
able objection  can  possibly  be  made, 
and  is  intended  to  tell  us  in  what 
decree  and  with  what  qualification 
the  ordinary  doctrines  of  heredity 
apply  toman.  Different  persons  may 
expect  it  to  yield  different  results: 
that  which  1  expect  is,  that  these 
doctrines  will  be  fully  confirmed  in 
a  broad  sense,  and  that  an  immense 
amount  of  supplemental  and  special 
information  will  be  gathered.  It  is 
entirely  on  the  supposition  that 
these  i  opes  will  be  verified,  that 
alb  I  have  now  to  say  is  based. 
The  proposed  work  is  a  large  one, 
but  not  impracticable.  Any  family 
or  any  community  could  undertake 
the  raw  materials  for  itself,  and 
therefore  large  districts,  or  even 
the  entire  nittion,  which  is  but  a 
collection  of  such  units,  could 
equally  do  so.  However,  it  would 
require  much  enthusiasm  in  the 
-cause  to  carry  it  steadily  on,  and  to 
dixcuss  the  results  upon  a  snflficient 
scale,  hot  it  need  not  be  isolated 
work.     It  would  naturally  fall  in 
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ifiih  an  undertaking  that  would, 
oommend  itself  to  many,  of  obtain- 
in;^  a  mot-e  exact  statii$tical  insight 
into  the  condition  of  the  nation 
than  we  now  possess,  by  working 
very  thoroughly  a  moderate  nnmber 
of  typical  districts,  as  samples  of 
cor  enormous  population.  If  en- 
quirers existed,  there  are  large  num- 
bers of  statistical  queries  whioh 
might  be  most  usefully  answered. 
Among  others,  we  want  an  exact 
stock-taking  of  our  worth  as  a 
nation,  not  roughly  clubbed  toge- 
tiier,  rich  and  poor,  in  one  large 
whole,  but  judiciously  sorted, 
by  persons  who  have  local  knovir. 
lalgp,  into  classes  whose  mode 
of  life  diflfers.  We  want  to  know 
all  about  their  respective  health 
and  strength  and  constitutional 
vigour ;  to  learn  the  amount  of  a 
day'H  work  of  men  in  different  oc- 
cupations; their  intellectual  capa- 
city, so  far  as  it  can  be  teste>i  ab 
schools;  the  dying  out  of  certain 
cKisses  of  families,  and  the  rise  of 
others;  sanitary  questions;  and 
many  other  allied  facts,  in  order  to 
give  a  correct  idea  of  the  present 
worth  of  our  race,  and  means  of 
comparison  some  years  hence  of  our 
general  progress  or  retrogression. 

I  will  now  suppose  a  few  more 
years  to  have  passed,  daring  which 
time  short  biographies  and  pedi- 
grees, illustrated  by  measurements 
and  photographs,  shall  have  been 
compiled,  of  perhaps  a  thousand  or 
more  individuals  in  each  of  the  dis* 
tricts  under  investigation.  School- 
masters, ministers,  medical  men, 
employers  of  labour,  and  the  resi- 
dent gentry,  will  be  applied  to,  but 
no  blind  s&eal  should  be  evoked  that 
might  arouse  prejudice  and  unrea- 
sonable opposition.  The  facts  should 
be  collected  quietly,  and  with  the 
hmdfide  object  of  obtaining  seien^ 
titic  data.  If  the  results  prove  to 
be  fsach  as  I  have  reason  to  expect, 
theen,  bat  only  thet,  will  the  con- 
viction begin  to  establish  itself  in 
tlte  popular  mind,  that  the  influence 
ol  h^dity  is  one  of  extraoitlinary 


importance.  I  ask  for  no  antici- 
patory action,  but  merely  to  enquire 
on  a  large  scale,  in  a  persistent} 
manner,  and  to  allow  events  to 
follow  in  their  natural  course,  know* 
ing  full  well  that  if  observation 
broadly  confirms  the  truth  of  the 
present  doctrines  of  heredity,  quite 
as  many  social  influences  as  are 
neoe'^sary  will  become  directed  to 
obtain  the  desired  end. 

I  trust  that  I  have  made  my 
meaning  clear  thus  far,  to  the  effect 
that  I  propose  no  direct  steps  at 
first  beyond  simple  enquiry,  but 
that  the  mere  process  of  carrying 
on  the  enquiries  will  have  an  inci- 
dental influence  in  creating  com- 
mon interests  and  mutual  acquaint- 
ance and  friendships  among  the 
gifted  families  in  each  class  of  so- 
ciety, such  effects  naturally  resulting 
in  frequent  cases  of  intermarriage. 
Then  I  say,  tlie  offspring  of  these 
intermarriDges  will  have  some  mo- 
derate  claim  to  purity  of  blood, 
because  tlfleir  parents  and  many  of 
their  more  distant  relatives  will  bo 
gifted  above  the  average  ;  also,  the 
precise  family  history  of  each  of 
them  will  have  been  preserved,  and 
the  foundation  laid  of  a  future 
'golden  book*  of  natural  nobility. 
Lastly,  a  mass  of  information  bear- 
ing on  human  heredity  will  have 
been  collected. 

In  the  meantime  (supposing  the 
fundamental  truth  of  all  I  main- 
tain as  regards  the  doctrine  of 
heredity,  and  the  probability  that 
the  improvement  of  the  human  race 
will  be  considered  a  duty)  the  scale 
on  which  enquiries  are  conducted 
will  steadily  grow.  I  should  expect 
that  all  boys  at  school  will  not  only 
be  examint  d  and  classed,  as  at  pre- 
sent, for  their  intellectual  acquire- 
ments, but  will  be  weighed  and 
measured  and  appraised  in  respect 
of  their  natural  gifts,  physical  and 
mental  together,  and  that  enquiries 
will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be  made 
into  the  genealogies  of  those  among 
tl  em  who  were  hereditarily  remark- 
able^  so  that  all  the  most  promising 
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individuals  in  a  large  part  of  the 
kingdom  would  be  registered,  each 
in  his  own  local  centre.      A  vast 
deal  of  work  would  be,  no  doubt, 
thrown  away  in  collecting  materials 
about     persons     who     afterwards 
proved  not  to  be    the  parents   of 
gifled  children.      Also  many  would 
be  registered  on  grounds  which  our 
future  knowledge  will    pronounce 
inadequate.      But   gradually,    not- 
withstanding   many    mistakes    at 
first,  much  ridicule  and  misunder- 
standing, and  not  a  little  blind  hos- 
tility, people  will  confess  that  the 
scheme    is    very    reasonable,    and 
works  well  of  its  own  accord.     An 
immense  deal  of  investigation  and 
criticism  will  bear  its  proper  fruit, 
and  the  cardinal  rules  for  its  suc- 
cessful procedure  will  become  un- 
derstood and  laid  down.     Such,  for 
example,   as   the    physical,   moral, 
and  intellectual   qaalifications    for 
entry  on  the  register,  and  especially 
as  to  the  increased  importance  of 
those  which  are  not  isolated,  but 
common  to  many  members  of  the 
same  family.      It  will  bo  necessary 
also    to  have  a  clear  idea  of  the 
average  order  of  gifts  to  aim  for, 
in  the  race  of  the  immediate  future, 
bearing  in  mind  that  sudden  and 
ambitious  attempts  are  sure  to  lead 
to  disappoiutmeut.     And  again,  the 
degree  of  rigour  of  selection  neces- 
sary among  the  parents   to   insure 
that  their  children  should,  on  the 
average,  inherit  gifts  of  the  order 
aimed  at.      Lastly,  we  should  learn 
particulars  concerning  specific  types, 
how  far  they  clash  together  or  are 
mutually  helpful. 

Let  us  now  suppose  an  interme- 
diate stage  to  be  reached,  between 
that  of  mere  investigation  and  that 
of  an  accepted  system  and  practical 
action,  and  try  to  imagine  what 
would  occur.  The  society  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking,  or  others 
like  it,  would  continually  watch  the 
career  of  the  persons  whose  names 
were  on  their  register,  and  those 
who  had  aroused  so  much  interest 
would  feel  themselves  associates  of 


a  great  guild.      They  would  be  ac- 
customed to  be  treated  with  more 

respect     and     consideration     than 
others  whoso  parents  were    origi- 
nally of  the  same  social  rank.    It 
would  be  impertinent  in  anyone  to 
assume  airs  of  patronage  towards 
such  people ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
consideration  shown    them   would 
naturally  tend  to  encourage   their 
self-respect  and  the    feeling    that 
they  had  a  family  name  to  support 
and  to  hand  down  to  their  descend- 
ants.    Again,  the  society  would  be 
ever  watchful  and  able  to  befriend 
them.  For  it  would  be  no  slight  help 
to  a  man  to  state,  on   undoubted 
grounds,  that  not  only  is  he  what 
he  appears,  but  that  he  has  latent 
gifts  as  well     That  he  is  Ukely  to 
have  a  healthy  life,  and  that  his 
children  are  very  likely  indeed  to 
prove  better  than  those   of   other 
people.     In  short,  that  he  and  his 
family  may  be  expected  to  turn  out 
yet  more  creditably  than  those  igno- 
rant of  his  and  his  wife's  hereditary 
gifts  would  imagine.     This  would 
make  it  more  easy  for  him  than  for 
others  to  obtain  a  settled  homo  and 
employment  in  ,early  manhood,  and 
to  follow    his    natural  instinct  of 
marrying  young.      It  is  no    new 
thing  that  associations  should  suc- 
cessfully watch  and  befriend  every 
member  of  large  communities,  and 
in  the  present  case  the  kindly  in- 
terests  sure  to  be  evoked  in  dealing 
with  really  worthy  and  self-helpful 
people  would   be   so  great  that  I 
should  expect  charity  of  this  kind 
to  become  exceedingly  popular,  and 
to  occupy  a  large  part  of  the  leisure 
of  many  people.     It  is  quite  another 
thing  to  patronising  paupers,  and 
doing  what  are  commonly  spoken 
of  as  *  charitable '  actions,  which, 
however  devoted  they  may  be  to  a 
holy  cause,  have  a  notorious  ten- 
dency to  demoralise  the  recipient, 
and  to  increase  the  extent  of  the 
very  evils  which  they  are  intended 
to  cure. 

The  obvious  question  arises,  Would 
not  these  selected  people  become  in- 
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tolerably  priggisli  and  snperciliotis? 
Also  it  -will  be  said,  tbat  the  demo- 
cratic feeling  is  a  growing  one,  and 
would  be  directly  adverse  to  the 
establishment  of  such  a  favoured 
and  exceptional  class.  My  answer 
is,  that  the  individuals  in  question 
would  not  at  first  have  so  very  much 
to  be  conceited  about,  and  that, 
later  on,  their  value  would  be  gene- 
rally recognised.  They  would  be 
good  all  round,  in  physique  andwo- 
mZe,  rather  than  exceptionally  bril- 
liant, for  many  of  tho  geniuses 
would  not  *  pass'  for  physical  qua- 
lities, and  they  would  be  kept  in 
good  order  by  the  consciousness 
that  any  absurd  airs  on  their  pai-t 
might  be  dangerous  to  them.  The 
attitude  of  mind  which  1  should  ex- 
pect to  predominate,  would  be  akin 
to  that  now  held  by  and  towards 
the  possessors  of  ancestral  pro- 
perty, of  moderate  value,  dearly 
cherished,  and  having  duties  at- 
tached. Such  a  person  would  feel 
it  a  point  of  honour  never  to  alien- 
ate the  old  place,  and  he  is  gene- 
rally reiffect^  for  his  feeling  and 
liked  on  his  own  account.  So  a 
man  of  good  race  would  feel  tbat 
marriage  out  of  his  caste  would 
tarnish  his  blood,  and  his  senti- 
ments would  be  sympathised  with 
by  all.  As  regards  the  democratic 
feeling,  its  assertion  of  equality  is 
deserving  of  the  highest  admiration 
so  far  as  it  demands  equal  considera- 
tion for  the  feelings  of  all,  just  in 
the  same  way  as  their  rights  are 
equally  maintained  by  the  law.  But 
it  goes  ferther  than  this,  for  it  as- 
serts that  men  are  of  equal  value 
as  social  units,  equally  capable  of  j 
voting,  and  the  rest.  This  feeling 
is  undeniably  wrong  and  cannot 
last.  I  therefore  do  not  hesitate  in 
beKeving  tbat  if  the  persons  on  the 
register  were  obviously  better  and 
finer  pieces  of  manhood  in  every 
respect  than  other  men,  demo- 
cracy notwithstanding,  their  supe- 
riority would  be  recognised  at  just 
what  it  amounted  to,  without  envy, 
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but  very  possibly  with  some  feeling 
of  hostility  on  the  part  of  beaten 
competitors. 

Let  us  now,  in  our  imagination, 
advance  a  couple  of  generations, 
and  suppose  a  yet  more  distant 
time  to  have  arrived,  when  socie« 
ties  shall  have  been  sown  broad- 
cast over  the  land  and  have  become 
firmly  rooted,  and  when  principles 
of  selection  shall  have  been  well 
discussed  and  pretty  generally  es- 
tablished, and  when,  perhaps,  one 
per  cent,  of  the  thirty  millions 
of  British  people,  that  is  300,000 
individuals,  old  and  young,  and 
of  both  sexes,  shall  have  their 
names  inserted  in  the  then  an- 
nually published  registers.  By  this 
time  the  selected  raice  will  have 
become  a  power,  a  considerable 
increase  will  have  taken  place  in 
the  number  of  families  of  really 
good  breed,  for  there  will  be  many 
boys  and  girls,  themselves  above 
mediocrity,  whose  parents,  uncles 
on  both  sides,  four  grand-parents, 
several  of  their  great-uncles  and 
cousins,  and  all  their  eight  great- 
grandparents,  were  persons  con- 
siderably above  the  average  in  every 
respect  that  fits  an  individual  to  be 
a  worthy  citizen  and  a  useful  and 
agreeable  member  of  society.  'I  can^ 
not  doubt,  that  at  this  period  a 
strong  feeling  of  caste  would  be 
found  developed  in  the  rising  gene- 
ration, for  such  is  the  vanity  of 
men,  especially  in  youth,  that  it  is 
one  of  the  easiest  tasks  in  the  world 
to  persuade  them  that  they  are  in 
some  way  remarkable,  and,  in  the 
supposed  case,  the  persuasion  would 
be  well-nigh  irresistible.  A  number 
of,  perhaps,  the  best  informed  phi- 
losophers in  the  nation,  who  are  ex- 
perts in  the  matter,  solenmly  aver, 
after  careful  enquiry,  that  the  indi- 
viduals whose  names  are  on  the 
register  are,  in  sober  truth,  the 
most  valuable  boys  and  girls,  or 
men  and  women,  to  the  nation. 
They  may  give  them  a  diploma, 
which  would  virtually  be  a  patent 
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of  natural  nobility.  They  assure 
them  that  if  they  intermarry  under 
certain  limitations  of  type  and  sub- 
class, which  have  yet  to  be  studied 
and  framed,  their  children  will  be, 
on  the  whole,  better  in  every  re- 
spect than  the  children  of  other  peo- 
ple— stronger,  healthier,  brighter, 
more  honest  and  more  pleasant. 
They  tell  them  that  in  addition  to 
the  old-established  considerations  of 
rank  and  wealth  there  is  another 
and  a  higher  one,  namely,  of  purity 
of  blood,  and  that  it  would  be  base 
to  ally  themselves  with  inferior 
breeds.  In  corroboration  of  these 
flattering  words,  the  members  of 
the  gifted  caste  would  continue  to 
experience  pleasing  testimony  of  a 
practical  kind,  for  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  one  consequence  of  the 
continual  writing  and  talking  about 
noble  races  of  men,  during  many 
years,  would  be  to  increase  the  ap- 
preciation of  them.  An  entry  on 
the  register  would  then  become  as 
beneficial  as  it  was  a  few  years 
since  to  be  bom  of  a  ftimily  able 
and  willing  to  push  forward  their 
relatives  in  public  life.  Queen 
Elizabeth  gave  ready  promotion  to 
well-made  men,  and  it  is  no  unrea- 
sonable expectation  that  our  future 
landowners  may  feel  great  pride  in 
being  surrounded  by  a  tenantry  of 
magnificent  specimens  of  manhood 
and  womanhood,  mentally  and  phy- 
sically, and  that  they  would  compete 
with  one  another  to  attract  and  lo- 
cate in  their  neighbourhood  a  popu- 
lation of  registered  families. 

I  will  now  suppose  another  not 
improbable  alternative,  namely,  the 
result  of  some  democratic  hosti- 
lity to  the  favoured  race.  Well, 
it  would  gain  in  cohesion  by 
persecution.  K  trade  unionism 
chose  to  look  on  them  as  cuckoos 
in  the  national  nest,  they  would 
be  driven  from  the  workshops, 
and  be  powerfully  directed  to  co- 
operative pursuits.  •  They  would 
certainly  have  little  inclination  to 
inhabit  towns  where  they  were  out- 
numbered   and    disfavoured,     and 


would  naturally  settle  in  co-opera- 
tive associations  in  the  country.  In 
other  words,  the  gifted  race  would 
be  urged  into  companionship  by  the 
pressure  of  external  circumstances, 
no  less  strongly  than,  as  I  have 
shown,  they  would  be  drawn  toge- 
ther by  their  own  mutual  attrac- 
tion, and  would  be  perforce  inha- 
bitants of  healthy  rural  districts, 
and  not  of  unheaJthy  towns.  All 
this,  which  is  probable  enough, 
would  have  an  immense  effect  in 
strengthening  the  sentiment  of 
caste,  in  developing  the  best  points 
of  their  race,  and  in  increasing  ite 
numbers.  In  these  colonies,  caste 
regulations  would  no  doubt  rise  into 
existence,  and  gradually  acquire  the 
force  almost  of  religious  obligations, 
to  maintain  and  increase  the  charac- 
ter of  their  race,  by  encouraging 
early  marriage  among  their  more 
gifted  descendants,  and  by  dis- 
couraging it  among  the  less  gifted. 
The  colonies  would  become  more 
and  more  independent  as  the  supe- 
riority of  their  members  over  the 
outside  world  became,  in  succes- 
sive generations,  more  pronounced. 
Their  members  would  be  little 
likely  to  associate  intimately  with 
persons  not  of  their  caste,  because 
they  would  succeed  better  by 
themselves  than  when  other  and 
less  effective  men  were  admitted 
into  partnership.  They  would  not 
only  have  peculiarly  high  personal 
gifts  of  intelligence  ana  nwrale  to 
carry  out  co-operative  undertakings, 
but  they  would  also  have  in  many 
oases  special  advantages  as  well. 
If  they  wished  to  found  a  club  for 
mutual  relief  in  sickness,  it  would 
be  foolish  to  allow  strangers  of  a 
loss  healthy  race  to  join  with  them. 
If  it  should  be  a  building  society, 
they  by  themselves  would  be  able 
to  enforce  better  sanitary  regula- 
tions than  if  a  body  of  less  intelli- 
gent and  energetic  families  were 
mixed  up  with  them.  Their  social 
gatherings  would  tend  to  be  exclu- 
sive, because  their  interests  would 
be  different,  and  often  liostile,   to 
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ihoee  of  other  people,  and  their  own 
society  wonld  be  by  far  the  more 

I      eoltnred  and  pleasant. 

It  will  be  understood  that  the 
colonies  I  am  describing,  would  be 

I  large  enough  for  all  the  varied 
interests  of  life  to  find  place  for 
^eir  exercise.  They  would  be  no 
mere  retreats  from  a  distasteful 
outside  world,  but  energetic  and 
capable  to  the  higher  degree. 

The  continued  intermarriage  of 
members  of  such  colonies  seems  to 
me  almost  a  certainty,  and  so  does 
the  happiness  which  would  generally 
be  diffused  among  them.  Here,  if 
aDysrhere,  would  a  whole  population 
learn  to  be  industrious,  lOce  bees  or 
ants,  for  public  ends  and  not  for 

'  individual  gain.  If  such  commu- 
nities were  established,  it  would  be 
in  them,  rather  than  anywhere  else, 
where  those  form s  of  ne  w  and  higher 
civilisation,  which  must  hereafter 

i       overspread  the  earth,  would  be  first 

I  evolved.  If,  however,  they  should 
be  persecuted  to  an  unreasonable 
extent,  as  so  many  able  sects  have 
already  been,  let  them  take  ship  and 
emigrate  and  become  the  parents  of 
a  new  state,  with  a  glorious  fature. 
All  I  have  thas  far  spoken 
of  would  require  no  endowments, 
and  yet  how  much  could  be  ef- 
fected by  it.  We  may,  however, 
expect^  that  endowments  commen- 

*  Borate  with  the  greater  items 
of  national  expenditure  would 
ultimately  be  assigned  to  the  main- 
tenance and  improvement  of  the 
test  races  of  man.  Our  peers  enjoy 
a  gross  annual  income  of  some  nine 
millions ;    and    that  of   all   other 

f  settled  property,  irrespective  of 
merit,  would  amount  to  an  enormous 
sum.  It  is  very  possible  hereafter, 
at  the  time  I  have  been  anticipating, 
that  the  Legislature  under  the  grow- 
ing  influence   of  the  gifted  caste 

I  (supposing  other  customs  to  remain 
as  they  are  at  present)  would  enforce 

^  some  limitation  to  inheritance,  in 
eases  where  the  heirs  were  deficient 
in  natural  gifts.  The  fittest  would 
then  have  a  far  better  chance  of 


survival  than  at  present,  and  civili- 
sation, which  is  now  recklessly  de- 
structive of  high  races,  would,  under 
more  enlightened  leadership,  employ 
its  force  to  maintain  and  improve 
them.  The  gifted  families  would 
be  full  of  life  and  hope,  and  living 
under  more  intelligent  and  &vour- 
able  sanitary  conditions,  would 
multiply  rapidly,  while  the  non- 
gifted  would  begin  to  decay  out 
of  the  land,  whenever  they  were 
brought  face  to  face  in  competition 
wit^  them,  just  in  the  same  way 
as  inferior  races  always  disappear 
before  superior  ones.  It  is  difficult 
to  analyse  the  steps  by  which  this 
invariable  law  has  hitherto  accom- 
plished itself,  and  much  more 
difficult  is  it  to  guess  how  it  would 
be  accomplished  under  the  condi- 
tions here  described,  but  I  should 
expect  it  would  be  effected  with 
little  severity.  I  do  not  see  why 
any  insolence  of  caste  should  pre- 
vent the  gifted  class,  when  they 
had  the  power,  from  treating  their 
compatriots  with  all  kindness,  so 
long  as  they  maintained  celibacy. 
But  if  these  continued  to  procreate 
children,  inferior  in  moral,  intel- 
lectual and  physical  qualities,  it  is 
easy  to  believe  the  time  may  come 
when  such  persons  would  be  con- 
sidered as  enemies  to  the  State,  and 
to  have  forfeited  all  claims  to  kind- 
ness. 

The  objection  is  sure  to  be  urged 
against  my  scheme,  that  its  effects 
are  too  remote  for  men  to  care  to 
trouble  themselves  about  it.  The 
earlier  results  will  be  insignificant 
in  number,  and  disappointing  to  the 
sanguine  and  ignorant,  who  may 
expect  a  high  race  to  be  evolved 
out  of  the  present  mongrel  mass  ot 
mankind  in  a  single  generation.  Ot 
course  this  is  absurd  ;  there  will  be 
numerous  and  most  annoying  cases 
of  reversion  in  the  first  and  even  in 
the  second  generation,  but  when  the 
third  generation  of  selected  men 
has  been  reached,  the  race  will 
begin  to  bear  offspring  of  distinctly 
purer  blood  than  in  the  first,  and 
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after  five  or  six  generations,  rever- 
sion  to  an  inferior  type  will  be  rare. 
Bat  is  not  that  too  remote  an  event 
for  ns  to  care  for  ?  I  reply  that  the 
current  interests  which  the  scheme 
would  evoke  are,  as  already  ex- 
plained, of  a  very  attractive  kind, 
and  a  sufficient  reward  for  consider- 
able exertion  quite  independently 
of  anything  else.  Its  effects  would 
be  ever  present,  clearly  visible,  of 
general  importance,  and  of  the  high- 
est interest,  the  number  of  experi- 
ments going  on  at  the  same  time 
being  an  equivalent  to  the  slow- 
ness with  which  their  results  be- 
came apparent.  Also,  it  must  be 
recollected  that  the  labourers  em- 
ployed on  the  foundation  of  any 
edifice,  have  a  store  of  present 
pleasure  in  discounting,  so  to  speak, 
its  future  development. 

But  even  if  the  labour  were  wholly 
unremunerated  by  present  pleasure, 
I  should  not  despair,  looking  at  the 
great  works  already  accomplished 
under  similar  conditions.  I  will 
cite  one  example.  The  forests  of 
Europe*  extend  over  enormous 
tracts.  In  France,  alone,  they 
cover  between  eight  and  nine  mil- 
lion acres,  which  equals  a  region 
130  miles  long  by  100  broad.  The 
chief  timber  tree  in  France  is  oak, 
and  an  ordinance  which  dates  from 
1669  contains  a  clause  inserted  by 
Colbert  that '  in  none  of  the  forests 
of  the  State  shall  oaks  be  felled  until 
they  are  ripe,  that  is,  are  unable  to 
prosper  for  more  than  thirty  years 
longer.'  This  regulation  has  been 
strictly  attended  to  up  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  and  in  the  mean  time 
forest  legislation  has  grown  into  an 
important  duty  of  the  State.  The 
same  has  occurred  in  Germany,  and 


the  lead  of  these  two  coontries  has 
been  followed  by  Italy,  Prussia, 
Austria^  Sweden,  Denmark,  and 
British  India.  To  retom  to  our 
oaks :  the  timber  is  of  great  value 
in  France,  not  only  for  ship  build- 
ing, but  on  account  of  the  enormous 
quantity  used  for  parquet  floors 
and  wine  casks,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  countries  which  for- 
merly supplied  it  in  abundance, 
are  now  running  short.  In  North 
Germany  oaks  are  rarely  permitted 
to  attain  a  large  size,  being  usually 
felled  before  they  are  100  years  of 
age,  and  the  fine  natural  forests  of 
Hungary,  Croatia  and  Sclavonia 
are  becoming  exhausted ;  conse- 
quently the  Government  of  France 
strives  to  fevour  in  every  way  the 
growth  of  fine  oak  timber  and  post- 
pones felling  the  trees  until  they 
are  fully  mature ;  that  is,  between 
the  ages  of  150  and  180  years. 

Is  not  man  worthy  of  more  consi- 
deration than  timber  ?  If  a  nation 
readily  consents  to  lay  costly  plans 
for  results  not  to  be  attained  until 
five  generations  of  men  shall  have 
passed  away,  for  a  good  supply  of 
oak,  could  it  not  be  persuaded  to 
do  at  least  as  much  for  a  good 
supply  of  man  ?  Marvellous  effects 
might  be  produced  in  five  genera- 
tions (or  in  166  years,  allowing 
three  generations  to  a  century).  I 
believe,  when  the  truth  of  heredity 
as  respects  man  shall  have  become 
firmly  established  and  clearly  un- 
derstood, that  instead  of  a  sluggish 
regard  being  shown  towards  a  prac- 
tical application  of  their  knowledge, 
it  is  much  more  likely  that  a  perfect 
enthusiasm  for  improving  the  race 
might  develop  itself  among  the  edu- 
cated classes. 


•  I  take  all  the  following  facta  from  a  very  curious  and  interesting  memoir  by 
Mr.  Sykes  Gamble,  Assistant  Conservator  of  Forests  in  British  India,  published  in  the 
TransactioTis  of  the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  of  Scotland,  1872. 
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THE  DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


VOT  much  more  than  a  century 
1)  ago  the  greatest  and  most  pro- 
mising colony  ever  planted  and 
Dnrtored  by  France  fell  into  the 
possession  of  Great  Britain.  Slightly 
behind  us  in  the  race  of  discovery, 
in  that  of  acquisition  she  had  sur- 
passed us ;  and  when  that  final  ap- 
peal to  arms  occurred  on  the  plains 
above  Quebec,  which  history  com- 
memorates as  a  mortal  duel  between 
two  great  commanders,  she  claimed 
all  the  lands  watered  by  the  St.  Law- 
itnoeand  the  Mississippi  from  their 
eoopces  to  the  ocean,  and  whatever 
else  might  lie  farther  in  the  un- 
biown  west,  even  to  the  very  shores 
of  the  Pacific. 

On  one  hazard  Montcalm  staked 
an  empire,  the  loss  of  which  was 
acknowledged  by  France  in  1763, 
and  with  it  that  supremacy  in  •the 
New  World  for  which  the  rival 
powers  had  so  long  struggled.  The 
might  of  England  now  seemed 
almost  superhuman.  Peacefal  and 
prosperous  at  home,  free  beyond 
other  countries,  honoured  and  feared 
t>J  all,  the  limits  of  her  future 
greatness  depended  alone  upon  her 
discretion. 


In  that  moment  of  national  ex- 
ultation who  would  have  believed 
that  before  twenty  years  were  past 
a  large  section  of  the  people  who 
were  then  rejoicing  with  their  king, 
would  be  converted  into  deadly  ene- 
mies, dragging  from  his  sway  the 
territory  Qiey  had  often  helped  hm 
to  maintain,  and  that  of  all  his 
Transatlantic  subjects,  those  fo- 
reigners whom  he  had  just  acquired 
would  alone  remain  fEtithfril  to  him, 
and  even  be  found  a  little  later 
fighting  side  by  side  with  his  troops 
against  the  aggressions  of  the  new 
democracy  ?  ^t  these  events  form 
a  natural  sequence.^  Undisputed 
possession  rendered  us  too  confident 
of  our  treasures,  and  arrogant  to 
the  inevitable  guardians  of  them. 
Temptation  to  stab  his  old  foe, 
while  they  helped  him  to  the  mo- 
mentary gratification  of  revenge, 
blinded  Louis  XVI.  to  the  general 
danger  of  the  principles  he  was 
promulgating.  Whilst  their  con- 
sequences, his  dethronement  and 
murder,  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  annihilation  of  religion  and 
order,  so  shocked'  the  simple  Nor- 
mans of  Canada  as  to  make  them 


, '  Yet  certain  shrewd  thinkers  predicted  nearly  what  happened.  It  is  said  that  at  the 
tune  of  the  cession  the  French  Imnister  warned  the  British  Envoy  that  it  would  lead  to 
ft«lo98  of  our  colonies,  and  when  the  Treaty  was  fairly  signed,  Choiseul  could  not  held 
•eUhning  with  glee,  •  At  last  we  have  got  them ! '  M.  de  Vergutees,  afterwards  Minister 
fctPowign  Afikirs,  then  Ambassador  at  the  Porte,  also  made  use  to  an  English  traveller 
J«  these  prophetic  words :  *  The  consequences  of  the  entire  cession  of  Canada  are  obvious. 
1  *n  persuaded  England  will  ere  long  repent  of  having  removed  the  only  check  that 
*jjd  keep  her  colonies  in  awe.  They  stand  no  longer  in  need  of  her  protection.  She 
•w  «aB  upon  them  to  contrihute  totoarda  supporting  the  burdens  they  have  helped  to  brimg 
•»  Ao-,  and  t^ey  will  reply  by  striking  off  all  dependence.*— Cbbast,  *  The  ConetUuHon  of 
»^Briianmc  Empire,*  144. 

▼OL.  Tn.— KG.  xxmn.  new  sbeibs.  ^  « 
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forswear  France  and  cling  to  a 
throne  which  was  treating  them 
with  kindness. 

The  story  is  a  curious  one.  From 
the  time  of  the  great  Carder,  who 
found  it,  to  that  of  the  brave  Mont- 
cahn,  who  lost  it,  Canada  was  the 
special  offspring  of  France.  She 
explored  it,  she  peopled  it;  her  mis- 
sionaries for  the  propagation  of  the 
faith,  her  voyageurs  for  the  exten- 
sion of  commerce,  accr>mplished 
journeys  which  place  them  amongst 
the  boldest  and  most  enterprising 
of  adventurers.  Alone  for  months, 
sometimes  for  years,  to  expedite  the 
great  end  they  had  in  view,  these 
ntthers  would  trust  themselves 
amongst  the  savages,  adopting  their 
mode  of  life,  mastering  their  dia- 
lects, enduring  their  privations, 
sharing  their  great  feitigues:  a 
bareer  of  self-sacrifice  which  often 
ended  in  an  untimely  death,  ac- 
companied by  those  refinements  of 
torture  in  which  the  aboriginal 
Americans  excelled  beyond  all  peo- 
ples of  the  earth,  and  even  prided 
themselves  in  exalting  to  an  art. 
To  the  untiring  efforts  and  the  tact 
of  these  good  men,  France  owed  to 
a  great  degree  the  permanence  and 
progress  of  her  work,  and  we  are 
indebted  to  them  for  the  earliest 
pictures  of  that  wild  northern  re- 
gion, with  its  wonderful  system  of 
waters,  and  its  fathomless  forests, 
and  of  the  life,  so  rapidly  passing 
away,  of  its  primitive  inhabitants. 

Once  only  during  those  times  was 
her  domination  in  peril.  It  was  in 
the  early  days  of  Quebec.  England 
had  quarrelled  with  her  about  the 
treatment  of  the  Huguenots.  A 
British  squadron  sailed  up  the  St. 
Lawrence,  and  all  French  America 


lay  at  our  mercy.  Wolfe's  prototype 
was  Sir  David  Kirk,  who  had 
brought  fame  with  him  ;  Montcalm's 
was  Champlain,  the  explorer,  the 
administrator,  the  real  founder  and 
the  preserver  of  the  new  Empire. 
All  the  honours  of  war  were  granted 
to  the  garrison,  and  Champlain  was 
allowed  to  return  to  France.  Peace 
was  being  discussed  when  he  arrived 
there,  and  his  dismay  and  mortifi- 
cation may  be  conceived  when  he 
found  the  value  of  La  Nouvelle- 
France  so  Kttle  appreciated  by  the 
King  and  his  advisers,  that  they  had 
failed  to  make  its  restitution  one  of 
the  conditions  of  a  renewal  of  inter- 
course. But  Champlain  was  not 
too  late  :  his  entreaties  and  remon- 
strances prevailed,  and  the  lost 
colony  was  restored  to  its  former 
possessors  (1630). 

To  trace  the  progress  and  vicissi- 
tudes of  Canada  during  the  next 
century  and  a  quarter,  an  interval 
ftiU  of  romance  and  interest,  would 
require  a  separate  essay  ;  her  for- 
tunes under  British  rule  is  the  task 
we  have  set  ourselves  to  consider ; 
we  must  therefore  be  content  to 
refer  those  who  are  curious  to  study 
the  times  of  our  predecessors,  to  the 
valuable  works  they  have  handed 
down  to  us,  the  titles  of  some  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  note.* 

Lnmediately  after  the  peace  of 
1 763,  Canada,  which  during  the  in- 
terval between  its  conquest  and 
formal  cession  by  treaty,  had  neces- 
sarily occupied  the  position  of  a 
military  province,  was  placed  under 
a  civil  administration.  In  the  same 
gazette  '  the  erection  in  America  of 
four  new  governments  is  announced 
— Quebec,  East  Florida,  and  West 
Florida*  on  the  mainland,  and  Gre- 


*  Relationa  des  Jisuites^  now  a  scarce  work,  remarkable  for  its  graphic  account  of  the 
country  and  the  labours  of  the  pioneers.  Champlain's  Voyages.  Charleroix's  Hiitcm  tt 
Description  de  la  NouveUe-FrancCy  1774.  De  Bacqueville  de  la  Potherie,  Histoire  de 
VAnUrique  septsntrionale,  1722.  See  also  William  Smith's  History  qf  Canada  to  the 
Peace  of  1763,  published  at  Quebec,  and  an  excellent  abstract  of  the  History  of 
Canada,  by  John  MacMuUen,  Esq.,  published  at  Brockville,  Ontario,  in  1868. 

*  Octobers,  1763. 

*  During  the  last  two  years  of  the  war  Spain  had  been  the  ally  of  France.  She  was 
punished  by  the  loss  of  Cuba,  which,  for  the  sake  of  completing  our  continental  posses- 
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sada,  which  comprised  the  few  other 
West  Indian  islands  we  then  held^ — 
together  with  the  appointment  of 
G^eral  Murray  as  the  first  Gover- 
nor of  Qnebec.  A  council  of  eight 
was  nominated  to  advise  him,  and 
his  instroctions  recommended,  in 
most  respects,  the  dispensation  a- 
dopted  in  onr  Crown  Colonies  as  his 
modeh  His  jurisdiction  extended 
over  Canada  proper ;  Nova  Scotia, 
which  then  comprised  what  are  now 
New  Brunswick  and  part  of  Maine, 
forming  a  separate  province.  Too 
rigid  an  adherence  to  precedent  led 
Murray,  in  one  of  his  early  acts,  into 
a  grave  errcyr.  Excepting  the  garri- 
son, and  the  immediate  servants  of 
the  Crown,  not  a  creature  then  spoke 
a  word  of  anything  but  French, 
and  the  substitution  of  English  in 
the  Courts  of  Law  caused  a  natural 
mistrust  amongst  all  classes. 

The  speedy  correction  of  this 
fiJse  step,  and  the  expressed  opinion 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
that  neither  prudence  nor  justice 
warranted  an  alteration  of  the  sys- 
tem with  regard  to  land  and  pro- 
perty, which  we  found  in  force,  or 
ia  any  of  the  customs  and  usages 
of  His  Majesty's  new  subjects,  went 
&r  to  reconcile  these  to  their  fate, 
and  to  impart  a  confidence  in  Eng- 
land of  wluch  she  soon  amply  reaped 
the  fruits.  Henceforth  the  Con tu me 
de  Paris,  originally  compiled  by 
Canadian  jurists,  was  to  be  the 
anthoritative  code  regulating  ques- 
tions which  afiected  land  and  in- 
heritance ;  whilst  cases  of  personal 
contract  and  commercial  debts  were 
to  be  determined  according  to  the 
law  of  England. 

An  Act  of  ParUament,  in  1774, 
made  several  modifications  in  the 
maclunery  of  administration.  The 
Coondl  was  augmented,  its  powers 
were  enlarged,  but  its  ordinances  to 


become  valid  must  receive  the 
royal  assent  within  six  months  of 
their  enactment.  The  area  of  the 
Groveruor's  authority  was  also  ex- 
panded so  as  to  include  Labrador, 
and  on  the  west,  the  countries 
between  the  Ohio  and  the  Missis- 
sippi. Had  it  not'  involved  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Province,  or  had  the 
lands  now  added  been  uninhabited, 
the  *  Quebec  Act  *  might  claim  al- 
most unreserved  praise.  But  the  ad- 
ditional territory  contained  20,000 
persons  of  British  origin,  who  in- 
stantly raised  a  cry  that  their  in- 
terests were  sacrificed,  their  liberty 
endangered,  and  thathis  new-fangled 
subjects,  who  wer^  about  to  over- 
whelm them,  were  dearer  to  the  King 
than  his  old  and  trusty  servants. 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  Chatham 
raised  his  voice  unheeded,  and  the 
20,000,  with  their  millions  of  rich 
acres,  were  worse  than  lost  to  us 
for  ever. 

One  clause  in  the  Quebec  Act, 
and  which,  perhaps,  more  than  any 
part  of  it  secured  Canada  to  our 
interests,  gave  to  the  Romish  clergy 
fall  exercise  of  their  religion,  sub- 
ject to  the  King's  supremacy,  and 
the  power  to  enjoy  the  dues  and 
rights  accruing  to  them  from  the 
members  of  their  congregations, 
with  a  proviso  that  this  concession 
should  not  debar  his  Majesty  from 
making  such  provision  for  the  sup- 
port of  a  Protestant  clergy  as  he 
should  hereafter  think  fit. 

The  lamentable  story  of  the  next 
nine  years,  the  blunders  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  often  tactless  atti- 
tude of  the  Opposition,  who  by  the 
violence  of  their  speech  not  only  con- 
firmed an  overwhelmingly  power- 
ful Ministry  in  their  stubbornness, 
but  encouraged  the  more  unrea- 
sonable people  on  the  other  side 
of  the    water  in  their  turbulence, 


8)008,  we  exchanged  for  the  Floridas.  They  included,  besides  the  present  Stat©  of 
Florida,  those  portions  to  the  south  of  latitude  31  of  what  are  now  Alabama  and  Mis- 
Bstippi  The  vast  and  unknown  region  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi  was,  for  the 
pRsent,  left  to  the  Indians,  with  the  intention  of  purchasing  portions  of  it  from  them 
omafter,  when  the  exigencies  of  the  colonists  should  lead  them  to  require  more  space 
•  The  Chrenadines,  IMminica,  St.  Vincent  and  Tobago. 
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oan  never  be  recalled  without  the 
gravest  sorrow.  In  the  whole  of 
our  annals  never  did  party  strife 
cost  us  so  great  a  price. 

The  wrench  which  ultimately 
came  would  have  paralysed  any  but 
the  stoutest  empire.  To  be  pos- 
sessed one  day  of  almost  an  entire 
continent,  which  dipped  into  the 
tropics,  and  comprised  every  ima- 
ginable soil  and  produce,  and  the 
next  of  a  mere  glacial  part  of  it, 
might  have  caused  in  a  more  mer- 
curial race  than  the  British  a  reck- 
lessness with  regard  to  this  rem- 
nant which  would  have  led  to  its 
alienation  also. 

But  clumsiness  and  ignorance, 
not  weakness,  had  been  the  cause  of 
her  loss,  and  England  bravely  set 
to  work  to  make  the  best  of  what 
was  left  her.  Efforts  were  made  at 
colonisation,  and  in  those  loyal 
gentlemen  in  particular  who,  having 
sacrificed  their  own  and  their  sons' 
blood  and  everything  they  held 
dear  in  the  service  of  their  Sove- 
reign, preferred  a  bit  of  barren 
forest  and  Arctic  snows  under  mon- 
archy to  comfort  and  affluence  in  a 
republic,  the  hopes  for  the  future 
were  principally  centred.  To  as 
many  of  these  as  desired  them, 
allotments  of  land  were  made  in 
the  peninsula  between  the  great 
lakes,  in  a  district  south  of  Mont- 
real, and  in  that  portion  of  the  old 
Acadia  which  Hes  to  the  north  of 
the  Bay  of  Fundy.  To  provide  yet 
further  for  the  insulation  of  the 
Enghsh — a  prevalent  idea  amongst 
most  statesmen  of  that  time 
was,  that  the  English  and  French 
settlers  should  as  far  as  possible 
be  kept  asunder  —  Mr.  Pitt,  in 
1 791,  introduced  a  Bill  for  the 
division  of  Canada  into  two 
Provinces.  The  line  of  demarcation, 
in  general  terms,  was  the  river 
Ottawa;  the  two  little  counties  of 
Vaudreuil  and  Soulanges,  already 
occupied  by  the  French,  being  alone 
excepted  from  Upper  Canada. 
These  and  everything  to  the  east 
were     to     constitute     the     Lower 


Province.  Each  colony  was  to 
have  its  own  Legislature,  com- 
posed of  two  Chambers,  the  Upper 
named  by  the  Crown  for  life,  the 
Lower  elected  by  the  people.  The 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  was  to  be 
a  fundamental  principle  of  both 
constitutions,  and  the  Church  of 
England,  in  either  Canada,  to 
receive  endowments  of  land,  since 
known  as  the  '  Clergy  reserves.' 
Mr.  Fox  opposed  this  separation. 
Listead  of  perpetuating  nationa- 
lities, he  argued,  our  object  should 
be  to  fiise  them ;  he  also  wished  to 
see  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
elective;  a  higher  qualification  being 
exacted  both  from  tiie  voters  and  the 
candidates  for  the  Upper  House. 
Even  the  party  of  change  in  Canada, 
who  had  been  agitating  for  popular 
representation,  disapproved  of  the 
separation  clause,  partly  on  the 
grounds  alleged  by  Mr.  Fox,  partly 
because  they  imagined  it  would 
affect  ti-ade  injuriously.  Mr.  Lym- 
bemer,  their  agent,  carried  a  protest 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  his  representations  did  not  con- 
vince. The  Bill  passed  the  Lords, 
received  the  royal  assent,  and  that 
constitution  came  into  operation 
which  endured  exactly  half  a  cen- 
tury. Amongst  the  details  are  the 
numbers  of  representatives  —  not 
fewer  than  seven  for  the  Legislative 
Council,  or  fifteen  for  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  in  Upper  Canada ;  in 
Lower,  not  fewer  than  fifteen,  and 
fifty  in  the  similar  respective 
Chambers  ;  a  provision,  of  which 
advantage  never  seems  to  have  been 
taken,  to  enable  the  Eling  to  annex 
to  certain  hereditary  titles  of  honour 
the  right  of  a  sunmions  to  the  Upper 
House  ;  the  definition  of  the  power 
of  the  Governor,  of  the  laws  of 
property,  and  of  the  proportion  of 
Crown  lands  toi  be  devoted  to  the 
Church  for  her  proper  maintenance. 
To  appreciate  the  position  of  the 
Colony  at  that  time,  and  in  order  to 
compare  it  hereafter  with  that  which 
it  now  occupies,  a  few  statistics  are 
unavoidable.     In  Upper  Canada — 
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yrbichj  to  speak  roughly,  is  about 
the  size  of  the  British  Isles,  Lower 
Canada  being  about  equal  to  Prance 
— ^two  Tillages  only  existed,  Newark 
by  Niagara,  and  York  on  the  Lake 
(hitario.  The  whole  white  popula- 
tion amounted  to  6,000  souls,  in  the 
o&er  province  to  150,000.  Simcoe 
was  the  first  Governor  of  the  one. 
Lord  Dorchester  of  the  other.  In 
his  absence,  in  December  1792,  Sir 
Alnred  Clarke  met  the  first  Parlia- 
ment at  Quebec,  and  Simcoe*s  first 
speech  from  the  throne  was  delivered 
in  the  previous  September,  in  a  log- 
Irnt  at  Newark.  Thus,  amongst  the 
tilmnders  of  Niagara,  where  the 
Huron  had  loved  to  harangue,  his 
snccessors  held  their  earHest  dis- 
cossion.  The  Assembly  was  com- 
posed of  sixteen  farmers  and  trades- 
men ;  the  Council,  of  Royalists  lately 
come  from  the  rebelHous  colonies. 
The  session,  which  consumed  but 
fire  weeks,  otherwise  gave  evidence 
of  good  sense.  Eight  measures 
were  carried,  of  which  the  principal 
were — ^the  introduction  of  English 
civil  law,  of  trial  by  juiy,  the  divi- 
sion of  the  Province  into  four  dis- 
tricts, and  of  every  district  into 
twelve  counties,  and  a  vote  for  the 
erection  of  a  court-house  and  gaol 
in  every  district.  Their  exertions 
earned  for  them  the  hearty  com- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  and 
tiien,  with  his  kindly  and  hopeful 
words  ringing  in  their  ears,  they 
returned  to  that  battle  with  the 
forests  and  other  obstacles  which, 
renewed  season  after  season,  has 
won  the  lands  that  gladden  the 
heart  of  the  stranger  who  passing 
that  way  chances  to  see  them  in 
sunmier,  though  he,  perhaps,  hardly 
estimates  the  toil,  and  suffering,  and 
^durance,  and  heartburnings  they 
represent. 

The  deliberations  of  the  Legisla- 
tnre  in  Lower  Canada  were  &r  more 
lengthy.  Preliminary  questions, 
from  which  the  Upper  Province 
was  naturally  exempt,  had  to  be 
considered  there.  The  matter  of 
language,    for   instance,    occupied 


much  time,  and  it  was  ultimately 
ruled  that  motions  or  questions 
from  the  chair  should  be  put,  and 
the  journals  kept,  in  French  and  in 
English.  Education  also  met  with 
a  share  of  attention,  and  a  petition 
was  voted  to  the  King  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  college.  It 
is  worthy  of  recollection  that  this 
first  constitutionaf  address  of  French 
Canadians  was  penned  when  the 
representative  of  their  former  mas- 
ters was  about  to  ascend  the  scaf- 
fold. As  to  finance ;  in  the  Lower 
Province  the  first  balance-sheet 
presented  gave  for  the  year  1795 
a  revenue  of  5,000^.  against  an 
expenditure  of  20,000?.,  but  every 
successive  budget  showed  an  im- 
provement upon  this,  and  as  early 
as  1797  we  find  a  deficit  of  only 
4,oooL  in  an  expenditure  of  30,000?. 
The  auditors  in  the  Upper  Province 
dealt  with  less  portentous  figures, 
and  we  can  well  understand  84?. 
worth  of  stationery,  in  one  year, 
for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  strik- 
ing them  as  a  startling  item.  The 
period  fixjm  181 2  to  1814  was  one 
of  sore  trial  to  our  young  colonies. 
A  straggling  territory,  with  300,000 
souls  and  only  4,500  regular  troops 
to  defend  it,  found  itself  suddenly 
confronted  with  a  country  possess- 
ing a  population  of  eight  millions 
and  an  army  of  25,000.  England, 
engaged  in  a  gigantic  war  and  her 
resources  strained  to  the  utmost 
tension,  could  afford  little  help,  and 
the  defence  of  Canada  devolved 
upon  the  people.  We  always  think 
the  issue  of  this  two  years*  war  the 
best  rebuke  to  those  who  tremble 
for  a  long  fet)ntier,  and  forget  the 
dreadful  barrier  to  invasion  a  people 
may  oppose  who  care  enough  for 
their  institutions  and  their  home 
really  to  fight  for  both.  Long  be- 
fore  it  was  ended  every  male 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  French 
or  English,  took  the  field ;  and  the 
Union  might  well  be  thankful,  when 
the  events  of  1 8 14  relieved  the  hands 
of  Great  Britain,  that  twenty  years 
of  campaigning  had  given  her  a 
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sufficient  desire  for  repose  to  listen 
to  overtures  of  peace. 

For  half  a  generation  the  world 
no^  indulged  in  nnnsoal  quiet. 
Then,  as  if  this  had  taxed  its  pa- 
tience too  long,  came  the  sanguin- 
ary revolutions  on  the  Continent, 
and  the  bloodless  revolution  in 
England  followed  bv  a  policy  which 
was  to  afiect  all  her  possessions. 
Canada,  seized  by  the  general  con- 
tagion, soon  began  to  clamour  for 
reform.  The  British  colonists  wanted 
one  thing,  the  French  another;  many 
good  and  salutary  concessions  offered 
by  Lord  Grey's  Government,  some 
of  them,  as  we  believe,  prematurely, 
provoked  fresh  demands  to  which 
it  seemed  impossible  to  the  ministry 
to  accede.  A  term  of  querulous 
dissatisfaction  ensued,  culminating 
in  violence,  and  the  latter  paiHi  of 
the  decade  comprises  the  most  un- 
pleasant passage  between  Canada 
and  the  mother-country.  Indeed, 
for  a  moment,  appearances  threat- 
ened a  very  different  issue  from  that 
which  was  happily  achieved;  but 
the  loyalty  of  the  majority  helped 
the  authorities,  and  the  crisis  was 
overcome.  A  scheme,  which  for 
some  time  had  been  under  discus- 
sion, was  now  matured.  The  po- 
litical separation  into  two  provinces 
which  had  been  effected  in  1791 
waa  to  be  repealed.  The  French 
were  to  retain  their  rights  and  their 
laws  unimpaired  as  heretofore,  but 
instead  of  two  Executives  and  two 
Legislatures  the  whole  country  was 
to  be  governed  by  one  Ministry  and 
one  Parliament,  consisting  of  an 
Upper  and  Lower  House,  to  which 
iOnisters,  as  in  England,  were  to  be 
responsible.  Under  a  constitution 
precisely  similar  to  that  of  their 
fellow-countrymen  at  home,  and 
endowed  with  an  equal  latitude  for 
self-government,  it  was  hoped  that 
all  altercations  between  the  Colony 
and  England  would  now  be  at  an 
end,  and — an  additional  argument 
in  favour  of  the  new  measure — that 


the  community  of  action  and  pub- 
lic interests  which  it  involved, 
would  bring  into  closer  relationship 
two  populations  of  different  lan- 
guage and  different  race. 

Kingston®  was  chosen  for  the 
present  as  the  centre  of  govern- 
ment, and  on  June  13,  1841,  Lord 
Sydenham  summoned  the  legis- 
lators of  the  United  Provinces  ,to 
their  work,  of  which  his  speech 
gave  the  immediate  outlines. 
Touching  first  upon  certain  local 
and  international  topics  of  interest, 
it  went  on  to  assert  *  Her  Majesty's 
determination  to  protect  her  Cana- 
dian subjects  to  the  utmost  of  her 
power.*  It  next  recommended  im- 
provements in  the  postal  arrange- 
ments, the  development  of  public 
works  —  for  which  the  Imperial 
Treasury  promised  to  hold  itself  re- 
spoDsible  to  the  amount  of  a  million 
and  a  half  sterling,  the  encourage- 
ment of  immigration  on  a  large 
scale,  the  creation  of  municipal 
councils,  and  a  better  provision  for 
education.  Thence  passing  to  the 
question  of  defence,  it  announced 
llie  intention  of  Government  to 
make  a  large  annual  appropriation 
for  this  purpose,  *Her  Majesty 
being  determined  at  all  hazards  to 
maintain  the  existing  British  Pro- 
vinces of  North  America  as  part  of 
the  Empire.*  Inspirited  by  these 
marks  of  affection  from  home  the 
session  produced  much  useful  work, 
and  at  its  close  members  might  look 
with  honest  pride  to  the  last  fourteen 
weeks  of  their  life.  One  event 
pained  every  one,  the  Governor- 
General,  whom  all  had  learned  to 
respect,  met  with  a  severe  injury  a 
few  days  before  the  prorogation, 
and  on  the  day  succeeding  it,  ex- 
pired. Sir  Charles  Bagot's  reign 
was  unhappily  short,  and  ill-health 
compelled  Lord  Metcalfe  to  tender 
his  resignation  after  a  service  in 
Canada  of  only  two  yetirs.  An 
awkward  discussion — ^a  legacy  of 
the     recent     troubles— concerning 


Only  until  proper  buildings  should  be  erected  in  Montreal. 
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ibe  indemnitj  due  to  those  who  had 
ionocentlj  soffered  from  them,  ren- 
dered nneasj  the  earlier  part  of  • 
Lord  Elgin's  reign.  The  difficulty 
was  adjusted  in  1850,  and  of  the 
aext  ten  years  it  may  be  said  that 
they  show  a  growth  at  once  rapid 
and  healthy,  and  although  a  few 
steps  were  taken  which  have  since 
be^  retraced,  legislation  was  for 
the  most  part  orderly,  progressive, 
and  productive  of  good.  One  ble- 
mish was  the  rendering  of  the 
Upper  House  elective  —  another, 
the  secularisation  of  the  clergy 
reserves ;  but  the  provision,  and  on 
a  magnificent  scale,  for  railways 
— Uie  locomotive  was  as  yet  un- 
known in  Canada— and  a  better 
ordering  of  the  system  of  finance, 
njay  efface  many  errors.  The  *  reform 
party,*  in  this  season  of  prosperity, 
lost  its  compactness;  many  of  its 
ablest  members,more  than  indifferent 
to  change,  were  scouted  by  the  ex- 
treme remnant  as  a  sort  of  rene- 
gades, and  the  benches  of  the 
House,  instead  of  two  sets  of  occu- 
pants, came  to  be  divided  between 
the  Moderate  Eeformers  or  Whigs, 
tie  Radicals  or  Clear  Grits — as  they 
were  nicknamed — and  the  Conser- 
vatives. Of  these  three  factions 
Lord  Elgin's  ministers  represented 
the  first ;  M.  Dorion  and  Mr. 
GecMTge  Brown,  both  men  of  great 
abihty,  the  second ;  and  Sir 
Alan  McKab,  Mr.  (now  Sir)  John 
A.  Macdonald,  and  Mr.  Morin 
the  third.  The  Whigs  were  the 
most  numerous,  but  inferior  in 
Btarength  to  the  other  two  combined, 
and  an  adverse  vote  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  of  1854,  left  the 
Premier,  Mr.  Hincks,  no  alternative 
bat  resignation.  Sir  Alan  McNab, 
charged  with  the  formation  of  a 
new  Cabinet,  with  Mr.  Morin,  en- 
tered into  negotiation  with  the 
Whigs,  and  the  result  was  a 
coalition,  the  first  example  to 
CWiada  of  the  mode  in  which 
^erences  elsewhere  have  occa- 
iionally  been  adjusted.  This  was 
the  last  important  event  of  Lord 


Elgin's  Administration;  he  had 
lately  returned  from  Washington, 
having  helped  to  conclude  a  treaty 
of  reciprocity  with  the  United 
States,  and  soon  after  prorogation 
he  retired  to  serve  his  sovereign  in 
other  lands.  It  is  perhaps  necessary 
to  have  visited  a  detached  com- 
munity of  our  countrymen,  to  esti- 
mate the  anxiety  with  which  every 
event  is  watched  which  concerns 
national  honour.  Nowhere  was 
every  vicissitude  of  the  Russian 
campaign  more  keenly  followed 
than  in  Canada,  and  instead  of  the 
unpleasant  business  which  had 
awaited  too  many  of  his  predeces- 
sors. Sir  Edmund  Head's  first  com- 
munication with  his  -— ^^[^Hiors  trans- 
mitted a  vote  of  couOTatulation  to 
the  Queen  from  both  Houses  on  the 
success  of  her  arms,  and  a  cheque 
for  20,oooZ.  voted  by  his  Parliament 
as  a  subscription  to  the  fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  who  fell  in  the  Crimea, 
besides  private  subscriptions  to  a 
considerable  amount  for  the  same 
object.  It  will  also  be  remembered 
that  a  complete  regiment  was  raised 
in  Canada  for  foreign  service,  and 
that  the  large  number  of  volunteers 
who  enrolled  themselves  liberated 
the  greater  part  of  the  regular 
forces  for  more  active  work. 

The  union  of  the  Provinces  had 
brought  into  vogue  a  curious  speci- 
men of  Parliamentary  mechanism. 
The  minister,  instead  of  abiding  by 
the  decision  of  a  majority  of  the 
whole  House,  thought  it  necessary 
to  appeal  separately  to  the  French 
and  English  sections.  If  both  agreed 
with  him,  his  measure  proceeded  ; 
but  the  verdict  against  it  of  either 
of  them  was  accepted  as  a  defeat. 
Mr.  John  A.  Macdonald,  who  suc- 
ceeded M.  Tach6  as  Premier  in  1854, 
abandoned  this  practice  as  unsound. 
A  ftirther  attempt  (which,  however, 
failed)  to  obliterate  the  former 
boundaries  between  the  two  races, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  proposal  to 
substitute  for  the  constant  number 
of  sixty-five  members  for  each  of  the 
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Canadas,  a  representation  based 
upon  the  popnlation  of  the  whole 
province.  The  situation  of  the 
capital  was  another  subject  of  keen 
controversy.  The  inconvenience  had 
long  been  felt  of  the  system  of 
alternate  seats  of  Government, 
necessitating  the  dragging  of  the 
archives  every  two  years  from  place 
to  place.  But  the  English  would 
not  hear  of  Quebec ;  the  French, 
with  better  reason,  regarded  Toronto 
as  eccentric ;  Montreal  was,  so  to 
speak,  disfranchised  for  its  crimes ; 
and  nothing  remained  but  a  com- 
promise. The  decision  was  at  last 
referred  to  the  Queen,  who  was  ad- 
vised to  choose  By  town,  above  the 
oonfluence  of  the  Gatineau  with 
the  Ottawa,  and  there  a  city  now 
stands,  named  after  its  magnificent 
river,  which  possesses  public 
buildings  the  most  sightly,  and 
perhaps  the  most  commodious  of 
which  any  capital  can  boast. 

The  defeat  of  Lord  Palmerston's 
Government  in  the  spring  of  1858 
placed  the  colonies  in  the  hands  of 
an  acute  and  far-seeing  statesman. 
Persuaded  of  the  inestimable  value 
of  our  American  possessions,  he 
erected  into  a  Crown  Colony,  under 
the  name  of  British  Columbia, 
a  settlement  in  the  extreme  West, 
with  the  further  design  of  placing 
under  the  direct  rule  of  the  Crown 
the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  and  of  making  provision 
for  a  railway  to  connect  Halifax 
with  New  Westminster,  an  Atlantic 
with  a  Pacific  port.  Had  Sir 
Edward  Ly  tton's  tenure  of  office  been 
longer,  or  his  successors  grasped 
his  great  schemes,  these  pages 
might  commemorate  that  which 
they  wish  to  predict.  Ten  years 
were  wasted,  but  before  another 
ten  are  past  we  expect  to  see  Lord 
Lytton's  visions  fulfilled. 

The  paragraph  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  opened  a  new  and  a  vast 
field  of  ambition  to  our  colonists, 
and  in  Canada,  to  this  day,  it  is 
quoted  with  enthusiasm.  One  of 
its  immediate  consequences  was  an 


agitation  for  a  federal  union  of  all 
the  North  American  provinces.  The 
area  was  perhaps  too  great,  and  the 
interests  for  the  present  too  diverse, 
to  admit  of  a  closer  bond.  But  it 
was  hoped  that  the  results  of  a 
common  system  of  finance,  and  the 
intercourse  which  a  central  Parlia- 
ment would  compel,  might  be  bene- 
ficial to  all  of  the  associating  mem- 
bers. The  force  of  the  latter 
consideration  wiU  be  the  more  felt 
if  we  remember  that,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  proper  communication 
between  Canada  and  the  maritime 
colonies,  the  latter  were  more  in- 
timate with  Liverpool  and  London 
than  with  Montreal  and  Toronto. 
HaliflELx,  as  a  great  station  of  the 
navy,  and  the  resort  of  packets  sjid 
ships  of  every  kind  was  brought 
into  direct  and  daily  contact  with 
home,  and  its  merchants  had  come 
to  consider  the  crossing  of  the 
Atlantic  a  less  eerious  business  than 
the  passage  from  Dover  to  Calais 
appears  to  many  an  English  iara- 
velier. 

This  is  the  place  to  take  notice 
of  those  maritime  states,  which, 
though  of  far  smaller  area,  and  since 
their  cession  to  the  Crown,  present- 
ing a  history  perhaps  less  eventful 
than  that  of  the  Canadas,  owe  to 
their  position  an  importance  which 
makes  them  indispensable  to  the 
safety  of  our  North  American  em- 
pire. 

A  glance  at  the  map  will  illus- 
trate this  more  readily  than  a 
treatise,  especially  when  it  is  borne 
in  mind  that  during  at  least  a  third 
of  the  year,  the  St.  Lawrence^  the 
only  other  access  to  the  hinder 
territory,  is  rendered  unnavigable 
by  the  ice. 

At  the  period  at  which  our  nar-^ 
rative  has  arrived  (1858)  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  Prince 
Edward  Island,  were  separate  colo- 
nies, with  institutions  of  thmr  own, 
and  in  no  way  connected  with  their 
more  powerful  neighbour ;  now,  with 
it  and  other  provinces,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Island,  they  form' 
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a  great  confederation,  whose  object 
is  to  secnre  Tinanimity  of  action, 
•oonomj  of  reaonrcee,  closer  inter- 
course, and  a  general  compactness 
of  tlie  whole  mass.  The  story  of 
the  maritime  states  may  be  briefly 
sketched  as  follows  : — The  nnpara- 
leOed  Toyage  and  discoveries  of 
Gohimbas,  which  promised  so  novel 
and  splendid  an  addition,  to  the 
sovereignty  of  Spain,  had  filled  the 
peq>le  of  Europe  with  marvel  and 
ha-  princes  wim  a  fervor  of  excite- 
ment, intensified  almost  to  phrenzy  in 
die  case  of  Henry  YU.,  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  envy  whidi  he  might  feel 
in  coFmmon  with  other  potentates,  en- 
dnved  the  mortification  of  feeling 
that  an  accident  alone  had  deprived 
h'm  of  that  brilliant  prize  which 
now  belonged  to  Ferdinand.  But 
geographers  and  statesmen  were 
Dot  slow  in  supposing  that  there 
must  be  room  for  more  than  one 
conqueror  in  that  curious  new  world, 
and  as  early  as  1497,  Sebastian 
Cabot,  Grand  Pilot  of  England,  but 
a  Venetian  by  birth,  ss^bd  from 
Bristol,  and  directing  his  course  as 
nearly  as  possible  along  the  parallel 
I  &am  which  he  started,  became  the  dis- 
I  eoverer  of  Newfoundland;  whence, 
I  pforsning  his  voyage  a  little  to  the 
I  south  of  west,  he  was  the  first 
\  European,  except  indeed  the  Ice- 
landers, to  touch  the  OonUnent  of 
America.  Having  taken  posses- 
sion of  these  territories  in  the 
King's  name,  he  returned  home  to 
give  an  account  of  his  successes. 
His  son,  Sebastian,  who  had  accom- 
puned  him,  after  an  interval  of 
several  years  prosecuted  his  re- 
searches, and  added  Labrador  to 
Ins  fitther's  discoveries. 

From  that  time  for  nearly  a  cen- 
tury these  latitudes  seem  to  have 
becoi  n^ected  by  England,  whose 
sea-going  adventures  found  ample 
occupation  in  more  genial  climes. 
Strongly  contrasted  with  our  indif- 
fiarence  were  the  spirit  and  energy 
evinced  by  France  in  the  struggle 
viihihsdiificnlties  whichsurrounded 
her  in  <!Janada,  and  it  is  not  sur- 


prising that,  affcer  sixty  years  of 
steady  industry,  during  which  we 
had  done  nothing  to  secure  advan- 
tage from  Cabot's  discoveries,  it 
should  have  occurred  to  her  to  plant 
settlements  in  the  neglected  lands 
between  her  frontier  and  the  Bay 
of  Fundy,  which,  together  with  the 
contiguous  peninsula,  she  now  in- 
cluded under  the  general  name  of 
Acadia. 

This  seizure,  which  was  effected 
in  1 598,  now  aroused  our  jealousy, 
and  an  expedition  was  despatched, 
which  resulted  in  the  re-assertion  of 
the  prior  rights  of  the  English 
Grown.  In  its  wake  came  a  band 
of  Scotch  colonists,  under  Sir  Wm. 
Alexander,  to  whom  James  I.  gave 
a  grant  of  Acadia — henceforth  to 
be  known  as  Nova  Scotia.  It  soon, 
however,  again  fell  into  the  hands  of 
our  rivals,  who  held  it,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  thirteen  years  between 
1654  and  1667,  until  1690,  when  it 
was  once  more  taken  by  England,  to 
whom  it  was  formally  ceded  at  the 
Peace  of  Utrecht,  and  to  whom  it 
has  ever  since  belonged. 

After  this  date  immigration  from 
the  British  Isles  continued  to  flow 
thither,  and  in  1 748  a  body  of  troops 
disbanded  by  Lord  Halifax  formed 
a  settlement  on  the  site  of  the  city 
which  now  bears  his  name. 

After  the  outbreak  of  hostilities 
with  France  the  possession  of  Nova 
Scotia  became  again  an  object  of 
contention  between  the  beUigerents* 
Cape  Breton,  an  island  separated 
by  a  narrow  strait  from  the  main- 
land, still  belonged  to  the  French, 
who,  especially  since  the  loss  of  their 
Acadia,  had  cherished  this  spot  as 
a  rendezvous  for  their  fleets,  and 
a  perpetual  menace  to  England. 
Louisburg,  on  the  eastern  side  of 
Cape  Breton,  was,  after  Quebec,  the 
strongest  fortress  in  North  America, 
and  i^  capture  in  i757»  which  de^ 
prived  France  of  the  last  of  heu 
Atlantic  positions,  attracted  thafct 
attention  to  James  Wolfe  which- 
gave  T^JTTt  the  command  of  the  anny; 
in  Canada,  and  thus  led  to  the  se*^ 
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cond  victory  which  has  immortal- 
ised his  name.  Gape  Breton,  like 
our  other  conquests  in  those  regions, 
was  formally  ced^d  by  the  Treaty 
of  1763,  and  has  since  been  classed 
as  a  district  of  Nova  Scotia.  The 
limits  of  the  colony  until  the  end  of 
the  American  War  were,  on  the 
north-west,  Canada,  and  on  the 
south-west  New  England;  and  it 
may  be  roughly  described  to  have 
been  about  the  size  of  England.  It 
was  thinly  peopled  and  except  in 
the  peninsula,  to  which  the  former 
name  is  now  restricted,  scarcely 
anyone  of  British  race  or  descent 
could  be  found.  The  influx  of 
Koyalists  in  1783,  to  which  allusion 
was  incidentally  made  on  a  former 
page,  altered  the  condition  of  the 
other  and  larger  portion,  which, 
considering  the  number  and  the 
class  of  the  new  occupants,  and  the 
irksomeness  in  those  days  of  a  jour- 
ney to  Halifax,  was  almost  imme- 
diately raised  into  a  separate  colony 
under  the  name  of  New  Brunswick. 

Prince  Edward  Island,  which  lies 
in  the  lap,  so  to  say,  of  both  these 
colonies — its  minimum  distance  from 
land  is  but  nine  miles — was  peopled 
by  the  French ;  and  although  Cabot 
could  not  fail  to  find  it  when  he 
was  passing  from  Newfoundland  to 
Nova  Scotia,  it  seems  to  have  re- 
ceived little  attention  from  the 
English  until  the  year  1758  when 
it  was  taken  and  added  as  a  county 
to  the  colony  on  the  mainland. 

In  honour  of  its  sponsor,  the 
second  son  of  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
it  exchanged  its  older  name  of  lle- 
Koyale  for  that  by  which  it  is  now 
known.  Its  lands,  which  are  fer- 
tile and  easily  worked,  were  allotted 
to  certain  gentlemen  in  England,  a 
few  of  whom  settled  or  sent  their 
younger  sons  there ;  and  these,  to- 
gether with  a  certain  number  of 
retainers,  English,  Scotch,  Irish, 
a  couple  of  regiments  of  disbanded 
Hessians,  the  French  habitants,  and 
the  remnant  of  the  aborigines, 
were  the  progenitors  of  the  motley 
population  which  now  interests  the 


visitor.  As  early  as  1 771  a  petiticni 
for  a  separate  existence  was  an- 
swered by  the  appointment  of  a 
governor  and  council,  who,  accord- 
ing  to  the  unerring  destiny  of  our 
colonial  governments,  have  expanded 
into  three  estates.  The  entire 
population,  which  does  not  exceed 
100,000  souls,  possess  thirty  per- 
sons who  are  supposed  directly  to 
express  their  humours  or  their 
views,  and  a  superior  eleven  to 
countenance  or  correct  them.  The 
secrets  of  the  little  State  are  en- 
trusted to  nine  gentlemen,  four  of 
whom  serve  wifiiout  portfolio  or 
remuneration.  Customs  and  excise 
furnish  a  revenue  which  equals  if 
it  does  not  exceed  the  expenditure. 
The  island  abounds  in  provisions, 
its  waters  in  fish  ;  the  consumer  of 
alcohol  or  foreign  luxuries  alone 
pays  taxes,  so  that  in  few  places  in 
the  world  is  life  so  easily  and  com- 
fortably supported. 

Unlike  the  adjacent  continent, 
which  knows  no  medium  between 
the  bristling  forest  and  absolute 
nudity  of  timber,  the  island  has 
been  cleared  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  leave  coverts  and  clumps,  and 
even  solitary  trees — a  contrast  to 
their  crowded  brethren, — stately 
and  wide-spreading,  which,  toge- 
ther with  its  orchards  and  hedge- 
rows, ruddy  soil  and  pretty  farms, 
good  roads  and  an  undulating  land- 
scape, give  it  in  the  summer  and 
autumn  that  homely  appearance 
inseparable  fr*om  our  associations 
with  English  scenery. 

Its  outline  is  peculiar.  The  sea- 
ward shore  may  roughly  be  de- 
scribed as  a  continuous  curve 
hanging  between  two  degrees  of 
longitude ;  towards  the  land  its  as- 
pect is  equally  shared  by  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  with 
both  of  which  provinces  a  constant 
communication  subsists.  Its  mean 
breadth  is  eighteen  miles,  which  the 
attacks  of  the  waves  have  re- 
duced in  two  places  to  a  fourth 
and  less  than  a  fourth  of  that 
distance.      Yet  it  finds   room  for 
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one  broad  river,  navigable  almost  to 
its  sonrce,  besides  many  streams 
abounding  in  sahnon  and  trout,  and 
ite  millions  of  acres  of  blood-red 
knd  might  bear  many  times  the 
actual  population.  The  climate  is 
healthy,  but  severe,  and  its  inter- 
course with  the  outer  world  is  all 
bat  closed  during  the  hardest  months 
of  winter.  To  this  day  about  one- 
mnih  of  the  island  is  owned  by  the 
heirs  of  the  recipients  of  King 
George's  grant.  Of  these  a  very 
small  minority  make  it  their  resi- 
dence, and  the  absorption  of  the 
claims  of  the  absentees  is  the  only 
piece  of  statecraft  which  has  ha^ 
rassed  its  l^islators.  The  easy  pro- 
cess of  confiscation,  we  regret  to  say, 
was  twice  attempted,  but  of  course 
rejected  by  the  Crown.  The  Minis- 
ky  are  now  prepared,  at  a  certain 
rate,  to  redeem  these  properties,  giv- 
ing to  the  tenants  the  first  option 
of  purchasing  the  land  which  they 
hold,  and  it  is  likely  that  by  this 
me»is  the  element  of  absenteeism 
will  ere  long  be  eliminated. 

The  only  remaining  possession  to 
be  considered  in  connection  with  the 
maritime  group  is  Newfoundland, 
which,  excepting  the  single  episode 
of  Raleigh's  unsuccessful  attempt  in 
1583  to  found  a  settlement  there, 
remained  in  the  same  state  of  neg- 
lect with  our  other  American  disco- 
veries till  1623,  when  Lord  Balti- 
more, with  a  little  band  of  emigrants, 
finrmed  thenucleusof  a  colony  which, 
thanks  to  periodical  remissions  of 
people  from  Ireland  and  England, 
hecame  sufficiently  powerful  to 
mamtain  its  ground  against  a  rival 
planted  by  France  in  its  immediate 
vicinity.  The  frequent  collisions 
between  the  two  sets  of  settlers 
were  miserably  detrimental  to  both, 
and  Newfoundland  from  this  time 
never  can  be  said  to  have  known 
peace  until  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
by  acknowledging  the  supremacy  of 
Cheat  Britain  over  the  whole  island, 
rdieved  the  neighbours  of  the  duty 
of  quarrelling.  Yet  the  reservation 
by  France  of  three  islets,  at  the  very 


door  of  the  main  island,  and  a  share 
in  the  fisheries,  gave  rise  to  jea- 
lousies and  disputes  which  to  this 
day  are  not  buried.  The  area  of 
Newfoundland  is  about  40,000 
square  miles.  It  is  therefore  con- 
siderably larger  than  Ireland.  Its 
northernmost  point,  separated  from 
Labrador  by  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle, 
is  rather  to  the  south  of  Greenwich, 
whilst  its  southernmost  point. 
Cape  Bace,  nearly  corresponds  in  la- 
titude with  Geneva.  The  population 
of  about  1 50,000  are  confined  to  the 
coast,  and  their  wants  have  not  yet 
justified  the  construction  of  a  road 
through  the  interior — almost  as 
much  a  terra  incognita  as  Central 
Australia.  Cod  and  seal  occupy  the 
inhabitants,  and  these  creatures  and 
their  appurtenances  form  the  ex- 
ports, the  value  of  which,  taking  the 
mean  of  the  last  ten  years,  may  be 
rated  at  one  million  and  a  quar- 
ter sterling.  Under  the  head  of 
imports  to  this  fog-begirt  island  are 
included  several  of  the  necessaries 
of  life ;  yet,  taking  the  same  range 
of  time,  their  average  price  closely 
balances  that  of  the  exports ;  or,  in 
other  words,  the  comfort — even  the 
vitality — of  the  people  is  dependent 
upon  tiie  result  of  their  fisheries. 

That  such  a  situation,  and  in 
the  wildest  of  seas,  should  produce 
hardymarinersitisneedless  to  say,  or 
that  ship-building  should  be  their 
principal  and  most  honoured  art.  But 
the  reader  may  not  be  prepared  to 
learn  that  a  population  of  less 
than  30,000  adult  males  possesses 
a  thousand  fishing  vessels  of  an 
average  capacity  of  50  tons,  amongst 
which  are  nine  steamers,  and  that 
in  addition  to  these  whole  fleets 
launched  from  the  island  are  en- 
gaged in  carrying  its  produce  to 
different  parts  of  the  world,  and 
bringing  home  again  in  exchange 
the  various  objects  wanted  to  cheer 
the  community.  To  all  this  ship- 
ping a  line  of  steamers  must  be 
added  which  plies  between  St. 
John's,  the  capital,  and  the  minor 
ports,  carries  the  mails  and  other- 
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-wise    serves   the    difiPerent  settle- 
ment. 

Although  Newfoundland  is  the 
nearest  to  us  of  all  our  American 
possessions,  none  of  them  has  been 
so  much  isolated,  and  perhaps  on 
this  account  it  was  Ihe  last  of  them 
to  pray  for  the  boon  or  the  burden 
of  responsible  government.  Its 
actual  constitution  has  had  a  trial 
of  seventeen  years,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  g^reatest  gravity  which  has 
occurred  to  the  Legislature  is,  whe- 
ther the  Island  should  or  should 
not  cast  its  lot  with  the  Dominion. 
In  the  spring  of  1 869,  the  local  As- 
sembly was  dissolved,  and  candidates 
sought  the  sufl&«ges  of  their  con- 
stituents on  this  issue.  The  Minis- 
try, which  was  in  favour  of  union, 
had  already  arranged  the  terms 
with  the  Canadian  Cabinet,  which, 
as  they  were  favourable  to  the  is- 
landers, it  was  thought  and  be- 
lieved would  be  accepted  by  them. 
The  elections  took  place  in  the 
summer,  a  season  peculiarly  fa- 
vourable to  the  movements  of  cer- 
tain strangers  whose  private  in- 
terests conflicted  with  the  change, 
and  the  result  of  their  exertions 
amongst  the  fishermen  was  the  re- 
turn of  a  majority  of  two  members 
pledged  to  support  the  statics  qtw. 
Newfoundland,  therefore,  like  Prince 
Edward  Island,  still  retains  its 
idiosyncracy. 

The  machinery  of  government 
consists,  as  usual,  of  a  Governor  and 
two  houses — an  Upper  House,  or  Le- 
gislative Council,  of  1 5,  and  a  Lower 
House,  or  Assembly,  of  twice  that 
number.  The  advisers  of  the  Go- 
vernor, or  Executive  Council  must 
not  exceed  seven.  The  Qt)vemor, 
whose  patent  further  styles  him 
Vice-Admiral  and  Commander-in- 
Chief,  has  jurisdiction  over  Labra- 
dor, where  a  few  fishermen  of 
Erench  and  British  descent,  a  rem- 
nant of  aborigines,  and  a  Httle  band 
of  missionaries  are  supplied  with 
justice,  a  post-office,  and  an  appa- 
ratus for  the  collection  of  dues. 

After  this  digression  let  us  re- 


turn to  the  words  of  the  Queen's 
Speech  at  the  opening  of  Parlia* 
ment  in  1859.  With  r^ard  to 
Colonial  affairs  it  announced  (i) 
the  erection  of  the  district  between 
the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Pa- 
cific into  a  Crown  Colony  under 
the  name  of  British  Columbia,  (2) 
the  projected  acquisition  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Territory,  which  was 
to  be  placed  under  a  similar  go- 
vernment, and  (3)  the  formation 
of  the  two  Canadas  and  the  mari- 
time provinces  in  one  federal  sys- 
tem. The  foil  two  months  later 
of  Lord  Derby's  Administration 
prevented  the  fulfilment  of  the  se- 
cond part  of  the  programme,  and 
postponed  that  of  the  third.  Then 
came  the  civil  war  in  America, 
which  seemed  so  to  absorb  all  the 
thoughts  of  our  statesmen  as  to 
leave  them  little  spirit  for  carrying 
out  the  changes  in  our  territories, 
which  were  so  much  needed.  Not 
so  with  our  subjects  who  were  so 
much  nearer  the  scene  of  strife. 

In  1863  the  three  maritime  pro- 
vinces, Nova  Scotia,  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  Prince  Edward  Island, 
called  a  conference  at  Charlotte- 
town  for  the  discussion  not  of  a 
federal  but  a  legislative  union — 
that  is  to  say,  a  complete  incorpo- 
ration of  the  three  Colonies.  What 
might  have  been  the  result  it  is  not 
so  easy  to  say,  for  while  the  session 
was  in  progress  delegates  arrived 
from  Canada,  who  submitted  a 
wider  scheme;  the  Charlottetown 
meeting  was  dissolved,  and  in  the 
following  year  the  representa- 
tives of  the  four  continental  colonieB 
adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  which 
provided  for  a  federal  imion.  These, 
after  a  few  modifications,  were 
accepted  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  all  that  remained  to  ensure  the 
accomplishment  of  the  scheme  was 
the  consent  of  the  local  Legislatures. 
The  maritime  provinces,  by  an  ad- 
verse vote,showed  theirindisposition 
to  the  change,  or  their  dissatisfaction 
with  the  conditions,  and  confedera- 
tion was  for  a  moment  retarded. 
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Id  1866,  however^  the  Legislatiires 
of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick 
were  more  agreeable,  and  in  the 
aQtamn  of  that  year  the  leading 
ministers  of  the  four  colonies  arrived 
in  London,  where,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  they 
framed  the  Act  which  in  the  first 
week  of  the  session  of  1867  was 
introduced  by  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
and  received  the  royal  assent  seven 
wedffi  later.  The  labours  of  the 
Westminster  Conference — as  it  will 
be  remembered  in  history — ^being  at 
an  end,  the  Governor- Gteneral  of  the 
Dominion  was  able  to  announce  this 
great  event  in  the  life  of  our  Ameri- 
can Empire,  and  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1867,  Lord  Monck  opened  the  first 
Federal  Parliament. 

The  principal  features  of  this  im- 
portant piece  of  legislation  deserves 
description.  After  repealing  the 
Act  of  Union  of  1861,  it  proceeds 
to  empower  the  four  Colonies  of 
Ontario  (formerly  Upper  Canada), 
Quebec  (formerly  Lower  Canada), 
NoTa  Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick 
to  form  a  confederation  for  specific 
purposes,  each  province  retaining 
so  mnch  of  autonomy  as  is  consistent 
with  the  general  working  of  the 
larger  scheme ;  in  other  words,  being 
allowed  the  management  of  con- 
cerns purely  domestic.  Thus  the 
defaices  of  the  country,  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  the  fisheries, 
custom  and  excise,  navigation 
beyond  the  bounds  of  a  province, 
legislation  for  railways,  canals,  and 
o4er  intercolonial  highways,  the 
post  office,  banking,  and  public 
works  and  buildings  connected  with 
the  welfare  of  the  nation  belong  to 
the  central  authority.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Crown  Lands,  with  their 
miuer^  and  timber,  buildings  and 
thoronghfares  for  strictly  local  uses, 
the  police  and  the  whole  of  the 
municipal  organisation  are  pro- 
vincial. Each  of  the  four  States 
^^ves  for  its  maintenance  from  the 
federal  Treasury  a  definite  annual 
grants  and  the  locms  contracted  by 
the  maritime  States  anterior  to  1867 


are  guaranteed  by  the  Dominion. 
The  Federal  Parliament,  which  sits 
at  Ottawa,  is  composed  of  two 
Chambers — the  Senate,  created  by 
the  Crown  for  life ;  and  the  House 
of  Commons,  the  aggregate  number 
of  members  in  eadti  being  defined. 
When  the  new  constitution  was 
launched,  the  Upper  House  con- 
tained 72  seats,  which  were  ap- 
portioned in  three  equal  divisions  to 
Ontario,  Quebec,  and  the  two  new 
comers.  Until  the  advent  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  Nova  Scotia  and 
New  Brunswick  will  thus  each 
possess  twelve  Senators ;  after  that 
desired  event  Prince  Edward 
Island  will  be  represented  by  four, 
its  neighbours  on  either  side  making 
a  sacrifice  of  two.  In  the  case  of  a 
*  dead-lock'  the  Gbvemor- General 
is  empowered  to  create  as  many 
additional  Senators  as  he  may  think 
fit,  not  exceeding  six,  so  that  the 
normal  House  numbered  72,  and 
could  never  exceed  78.  The  sub- 
sequent adhesion  to  the  Confedera- 
tion of  other  Colonies,  to  which 
reference  will  be  made,  has  sUghtly 
enlarged  the  strength  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament. 

The  qualifications  for  a  Senator 
are,  that  he  shall  be  a  natural-bom 
or  naturaUsed  subject  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty, full  thirty  years  of  age,  pos- 
sessed of  a  freehold  within  his 
province  of  the  clear  value  of  800Z,, 
that  his  real  and  personal  property 
together  be  worth  the  same  sum, 
and  that  he  shall  be  a  resident  in  his 
province.  Should  he  at  any  time 
subsequent  to  his  appointment  be 
deficient  in  any  of  these  require- 
ments, or  become  a  bankrupt  or  a 
felon,  or  fail  without  good  cause  in 
his  attendance  during  two  consecu- 
tive sessions  of  Parliament,  he  for- 
feits his  seat.  The  President  or 
Speaker  of  the  Senate  is  named  by 
the  Crown. 

The  House  of  Commons  was 
limited  to  181  members :  82  for 
Ontario,  65  for  Quebec,  19  for  Nova 
Scotia,  and  15  for  New  Brunswick, 
these  figures  being  proportibned  to 
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the  populations  of  the  several  pro- 
vinces at  the  epoch  of  the  Union. 
It  was  ftirther  enacted  that  after  the 
census  of  187 1,  and  every  subse- 
quent decennial  census,  Quebec 
always  retaining  the  constant  num- 
ber of  65,  such  a  redistribution  of 
seats  must  be  made  amongst  the 
other  Colonies  as  shall  be  war- 
ranted by  the  increase  in  population 
of  any  one  or  more  of  them  in  a 
greater  ratio  than  the  rest.  The 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
is  elected  by  the  House ;  the  maxi- 
mum duration  of  Parliament  is  five 
years.  The  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Dominion  is  vested  in 
a  Council  or  Cabinet  of  thirteen 
ministers,  who  have  seats  in  either 
House,  and  are  responsible  to  Par- 
liament for  their  actions.  When 
they  accept  office  they  are  sworn 
before  the  Governor-General  as 
members  of  'Her  Majesty's  Privy 
Council  for  Canada,'  a  distinction 
with  the  title  of  *  Honourable,' 
which  they  retain  for  life.  In 
short,  in  almost  every  detail  the 
Constitution  of  the  Dominion  is 
modelled  after  the  English  original, 
and  the  forms  and  decorum  of  the 
Canadian  House  of  Commons  might 
make  a  stranger  who  was  suddenly 
introduced  to  its  sittings  wonder 
whether  he  were  at  Ottawa  or 
Westminster. 

These  outward  observances  should 
never  be  lightly  regarded.  Proper 
ceremony,  a  rigid  rule  with  regard 
to  courtesy  in  debate,  and  implicit 
deference  to  the  Chair,  impose  a 
tone  without  which  an  assembly  of 
legislators  or  disputants  degenerates 
in  self-respect,  and,  consequently, 
in  a  great  measure  fails  to  f^fil  the 
object  for  which  it  was  called  into 
being. 

JMjniatures  of  the  great  Parlia- 
ment, the  local  assemblies  meet  re- 
spectively at  Toronto,  Quebec,  Fre- 
dericton,  and  Halifax  in  the  winter 
of  every  year,  when  the  Treasurer 
or  Finance  ^RCnister  disposes  of  his 
grant,  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands  reports  the  progress  of  their 


survey  and  their  value,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  little  Cabinet 
give  an  account  of  their  several  de- 
partments. In  three  of  the  provinces 
we  find  a  Lieutenant-Governor  and 
two  Houses.  In  Ontario  alone  a  single 
Chailiber  is  convened.  This  anomaly 
seems  to  be  distasteful,  and  it  is  to 
be  desired  that  it  may  soon  cease. 

Such  is  the  form  of  government 
of  a  country  of  considerably  wider 
area  than  France  and  the  British 
Isles  combined,  and  which  in  a 
single  century  has  shown  an  increase 
ficom  60,000  or  7o,oooto  3,500,000  of 
souls.  The  decennial  censuses  of  the 
United  States,  while  they  gauge  the 
vast  inpourings  from  Europe,  reveal 
the  fact  that  the  descendants  of 
settlers  of  former  generations  are  as 
a  rule  for  less  prolific  than  the  new- 
comers. To  Canada  Great  BrilAin 
has  never  supplied  an  emigration 
commensurate  with  that  which  it 
has  given  to  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  the  indisposition  of  the 
French  to  expatriate  themselves 
even  to  their  own  colonies  is  so 
great,  that  the  presence  of  a  large 
body  of  their  former  countrymen  in 
Quebec  has  not  proved  a  sufficient 
attraction  to  them.  Yet  the  40,000 
subjects  who  reverted  to  the  Crown 
of  England  at  the  epoch  of  the  con- 
quest have  developed  themselves 
into  ftdly  1,000,000,  an  instance  of 
fecundity  which  must  astound  the 
reader  who  has  not  visited  the  ha- 
bitant and  the  habitante  with  their 
family  of  from  1 5  to  25  children.  Nor 
can  any  complaint  be  made  in  this 
respect  of  our  own  countrymen,who 
have  multiplied  at  a  ratio  far  ex- 
ceeding that  of  any  country  in 
Europe. 

Taking  the  four  Colonies, — 
during  the  second  quarter  of  the 
present  century,  before  which  con- 
temporaneous estimates  are  not  to 
be  found,  their  population  increased 
from  758,000  to  over  2,300,000,  or 
became  more  than  doubled  ;  during 
the  next  20  years  this  large  number 
has  been  fiirther  increased  by 
1^200,000,  so  that  in  the  year  1875, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


The  Dominion  of  Canada. 


146 


exacilj  half  a  century  from  the 
first  data,  the  population  should 
hare  quintupled.  And  it  is  worth 
mentioning,  by  the  way,  as  a  curious 
coincidence,  tJbat  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  American  Civil  War  the  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  British 
North  America  was  as  nearly  as 
possible  equal  to  that  of  the  United 
States  when  their  independence 
was  acknowledged. 

The  various  creeds  are  represented 
nearly  in  the  following  proportion : 

The  Church  of  Rome,  45  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  people;  the  Church  of 
England,  the  Presbyterians,  and  the 
Methodists,  almost  evenly  balanced, 
oome  to  as  many  more ;  and  allow- 
ing the  larger  proportion  of  the  re- 
mainder to  the  Baptists,  4  per  cent, 
are  left  for  Lntherans  and  other  de- 
nominations. 

To  trace  the  progress  of  the 
revenue  is  not  less  curious.  Its 
elasticity,  owing  to  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  people,  is  so  grreat  that 
half  a  million  sterling  could  be 
added  to  the  annual  debt  without 
altering  the  burden  per  cofput. 
When  the  Dominion  commenced 
its  career  its  debt  was  about 
i6,ooo,oooZ.,  requiring  an  interest 
of  ne^ly  900,000^.  The  first  year 
brought  a  surplus  of  300,000^ 
OTer  an  expenditure  of  more  than 
three  millions  and  a  quarter;  and  in 
spite  of  the  many  subsequent  and 
hea?y  drains  on  the  national  purse, 
tlie  financial  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try has  continued  without  a  reverse. 
Custom  and  excise  supply  two- 
thirds  of  the  revenue,  and  the  re- 
Qudnder  comes  from  loans,  public 
works,  and  miscellaneous  imposts. 

Exports  and  imports  are  most 
conveniently  arranged  under  three 
jieads:  I.  Products  of  the  earth, 
uicluding  (i)  animals  and  their 
produce;  (2)  cereals,  vegetables 
a»d  Tegetable  extracts  of  all  kinds ; 

(3)  timber,  fruits,  turpentine,  &c. ; 

(4)  metals  and  minerals  of  every 
description.  11.  Products  of  the 
^ater,    viz.     fish,      oil,     isinglass, 
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whalebone,  and  all  these  creatures 
yield.     III.  Manufactures. 

Animals,  their  hides,  furs,  and 
wool ;  butter,  cheese,  feathers,  and 
eggs ;  com,  flour,  and  peas ;  timber 
of  many  kinds  and  forms ;  copper 
ore  and  petroleum ;  these,  and  fish, 
furnish  the  exports  of  the  Dominion, 
which  in  liie  last  two  years 
have  amounted  in  value  to 
ii,5oo,oooZ.  The  imports,  which 
during  the  same  period  represent 
i3,ooo,ooo{.,  consist  chiefly,  as  may 
be  supposed,  of  manufactured  arti- 
cles, and  luxuries  of  many  descrip- 
tions. The  principal  customers  of 
Canada  are  the  United  States,  who 
take  57  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
exports,  against  34  per  cent,  which 
go  to  England.  In  the  matter  ot 
demand,  however,  we  exactly  change 
places,  England  furnishing  57  per 
cent.,  and  the  United  States  34  per 
cent.  France,  Portugal,  Spain, 
others  of  our  Colonies,  and  South 
America  traffic  with  Canada  in  the 
remainder  of  her  wares,  and  meet 
the  remainder  of  her  wants. 

It  has  been  already  remarked 
that  so  late  as  1850  not  a  single 
railway  existed  in  British  North 
America.  The  number  of  miles 
now  in  working  order  may  be  esti- 
mated at  nearly  3,000.  The  road 
.  connecting  Hal^ax  and  New  Bruns- 
wick with  Quebec  is  rapidly  pro- 
gressing, and  several  other  lines 
are  in  the  course  of  construction. 
The  postal  service  is  admirably 
conducted,  extending  to  the  small- 
est and  most  distant  settlements, 
the  uniform  cost  of  an  ordinary 
letter  being  three  half-pence.  The 
development  of  the  telegraph,  due 
entirely  to  private  enterprise,  is 
even  more  remarkable.  There  is 
scarcely  a  village  to  which  it  does 
not  penetrate,  although  the  wires 
may  be  driven  scores  of  miles 
through  wilderness  or  forest. 

The  mercantile  navy  comprises 
over  7,000  vessels,  of  an  aggregate 
value  of  more  than  7,ooo,oooZ.  and 
1,000,000  tonnage,  and  there  are 
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few  enterprises  of  which  Canada 
may  be  more  proud  than  the  esta- 
blishment of  that  great  fleet  of  mail- 
steamers  which  maintain  a  weekly- 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain. 
Banging  &om  2,000  to  4,000  tons, 
with  proportionate  horse-power, 
they  rival  in  regularity  and  com- 
fort the  famous  '  Cnnarders,'  which 
for  many  years  ruled  the  Atlantic. 
Without  a  subsidy  such  a  service 
as  the  Allan  line  could  not  be  con- 
ducted with  punctuality;  the  Do- 
minion Government  willinglj  sub- 
scribe 6o,oooL  a  year,  to  secure  the 
enormous  benefits  of  a  rapid  and 
regular  intercourse  with  the  busiest 
part  of  the  world.  Nor  is  this  the 
only  outlay  of  the  kind.  The  mari- 
time provinces  have  to  be  remem- 
bered, and  the  steamers  which  run 
between  Quebec  and  Halifax,  touch- 
ing at  the  different  ports,  likewise 
receive  their  present.  The  business 
of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  and 
lakes,  themselves  seas,  is  too  lucra- 
tive to  need  support,  for  during 
half  the  year  these  waters  carry 
the  whole  of  mankind  and  no  in- 
considerable portion  of  their  wealth. 

Thus  launched  on  her  new  career, 
it  was  natural  that  Oanada  should 
hasten  to  accomplish  her  desfciny. 
Already  a  great  Atlantic  State,  if 
she  once  obtained  the  Pacific  sea- 
board, and  the  vast  intervening 
plains,  it  seemed  difficult  to  over- 
estimate the  greatness  of  her  future. 
The  first  object  to  be  gained  were 
the  territories  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company,  which  are  so  enormous 
that  they  may  be  said  to  cover  an 
extent  equal  to  the  whole  of  Europe. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
British  Empire  was  the  eidstence 
of  two  sovereign  Companies  who 
conquered  and  ruled  regions  that 
were  worlds  compared  with  the 
little  islands  from  which  they 
derived  their  license. 

Almost  simultaneously  two  char- 
ters  were  issued  by  King  Charles  II., 
the  one  to  a  body  of  merchants, 
empowering  them  to  do  what  they 
thought  fit  in  the  Indies  ;  the  other. 


as  the  docmnent  runs,  giving  ^  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  Adven- 
turers trading  into  Hudson's  Bay 
all  the  lands  and  territories  upon 
the  countries,  coasts,  and  conflnes 
of  the   seas,  bays,    lakes,    rivers, 
creeks,  and  sounds,  in  whatsoever 
latitude    they    shall    be,    that    be 
within   the  entrance  of  Hudson's 
Straits,  that  are  not  actually  pos- 
sessed by  or  granted  to  any  of  onr 
subjects,  or  possessed  by  the  sub- 
jects of  any  other  Christian  Prince 
or  State.'.     The  former,  who  bad 
to  combat  a  great  Asiatic  power, 
and  climates  many  of  them  deadly 
to  the  European,  won  for  us  step 
by  step    what   is   now   the    most 
splendid  appanage  of  any  crown. 
Besides  the  difficulties  opposed  by 
nature,  these  merchant  princes  must 
deal  with  a  host  of  races,  some  of 
.them  as  warlike  as  ourselves,  and 
administer  to  millions  and  millions 
whose  varied  habits,  and  antagonis- 
tic creeds,  required  the  perpetual 
vigilance  and  attention  of  the  con- 
querors. During  near  two  centuries 
did  this  strange  rni'permm  in  imperio 
subsist,  which,  in  spite  of  certain 
mistakes  and  injustices,  inseparable 
perhaps    from  the   task    and    the 
times,  has  left  a  trace  in  history  of 
which  we  may  be  justly  proud,  and 
to  which  future  ages  and  people 
will  look  back  with  admiration. 

A  work  more  different  in  every 
respect  cannot  well  be  conceived 
than  that  of  the  sister  Company, 
but  the  account  she  has  been  able 
to  render,  though  not  so  dazzling  to 
the  eye  or  so  fascinating  to  the 
imagination,  is  not  less  honourable 
to  British  energy  and  endurance 
than  the  brilliant  achievements  of 
the  Nabobs.  The  first  measure  of 
the  '  adventurers '  who  preferred 
the  colder  parts  of  the  earth  was 
to  establish  stations  at  intervals 
along  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay, 
capable  of  containing  a  small  num- 
ber of  Europeans  and  sufficiently 
strong  to  shelter  them  from  the 
possible  attacks  of  the  natives. 

Fishing,   trapping,   hunting,  the 
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Collection  of  furs,  and  the'explora- 
tioii  of  the  connfcry  was  to  be  their 
bnsmess.  In  those  days  the  Indians 
were  more  nnmerous  than  they  now 
are.  Many  *  nations,'  as  they  are 
styled,  occupied  the  interior,  and 
roamed  at  regular  seasons  to  the 
coast  With  these  the  settlers  soon 
made  acquaintance,  and  established 
an  inteETConrse  which  lessened  their 
labours  and  greatly  increased  their 
gains.  Knives  and  nicknacks  from 
home  were  exchanged  for  valuable 
fiirs,  and  their  new  friends  soon 
taught  the  white  men  many  thin^ 
whidi  made  life  less  of  a  burden  m 
that  frozen  waste.  With  the  help 
of  the  Indians,  too,  the  colonists 
made  expeditions,  so  that  the  Go- 
Temor  was  able  to  report  dis- 
coTeries.  Yet  for  a  long  time  it 
does  not  appear  that  they  penetrated 
nrj  far,  or  at  all  events  that  ad- 
vantage was  taken  of  such  know- 
ledge as  they  may  have  acquired. 
A  few  degrees  fnrfiier  to  the  south 
France  was  more  active,  for  pio- 
neers and  missionaries  were  tra- 
versing the  continent,  and  curious 
stories  would  occasionally  reach  the 
English  of  Hudson's  Bay  of  an- 
other  race  of  pale  faces  not  very  far . 
from  them.  These  rumours  excited 
competition,  and  the  geogi-aphy 
was  sufficiently  understood  when 
the  rectification  of  frontiers  oc- 
cnrred  in  1763  for  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  to  claim  and  obtain 
the  whole  watershed  inclining  to 
the  north — ^the  tract  which  they 
still  held  in  1869. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last 
century  its  operations  became  more 
developed ;  posts  or  forts  were  es- 
tablished along  the  rivers,  by  the 
Wees,  and  in  other  spots  where  ex- 
perience taught  them  that  game 
most  abounded  ;  larger  supplies  of 
commodities  were  sent  from  Eng- 
land for  barter  with  the  Indians, 
and  business,  in  short,  was  con- 
ducted on  a  mtich  more  extended 
scale. 

But  they   were   not  allowed  to 


conduct  it  undisturbed.  The  French, 
who  were  the  pioneers,  and  knew  the 
virtues  of  the  country,  continued  to 
hunt  and  traffic,  and,  abetted  by 
men  of  substance  in  Lower  Canada, 
carried '  some  of  the  best  prizes 
from  the  *  adventurers '  of  L^sulen- 
hall  Street.  In  vain  did  the  latter 
appeal  to  the  Charter  which  gave 
them  a  monopoly  of  commerce ; 
their  rivals  replied  that  if  they  were 
not  satisfied,  they  might  eject  them 
by  force,  and  the  heart  of  North 
America  was  at  that  time  too  &r 
from  London  to  captivate  the  atten- 
tion of  the  minister  for  war.  The 
English  and  the  French  thus  left  to 
themselves,  like  their  countrymen 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  settled 
their  own  differences,  and  taught 
many  a  sad  lesson  to  the  Aborigines. 
Powder  and  ball  often  took  their 
effect  upon  the  former,  liquor  thinned 
and  demoralised  the  latter. 

One  high-minded  and  far-seeing 
man,  at  the  conmiencement  of  the 
present  century,  whose  position  as 
member  of  the  Council  or  Board 
of  Management  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  filled  bim  with 
keen  interest  in  these  distant 
realms,  suggested  that  so  large  a 
space  was  capable  of  better  ends 
than  the  mere  breeding  of  wild 
beasts,  and  proposed  colonisation, 
offering,  at  his  own  expense,  to  pur- 
chase a  tract  of  land  and  try  the 
experiment.  From  a  barren  region 
of  Scotland  emigrants  were  easily 
found  ready  to  exchange  their 
present  home  for  the  meadows 
of  the  Red  River.  Landing  at 
York  Factory,  they  proceeded  to 
their  allotments,  where,  after  many 
vicissitudes  —  being  harassed  by 
the  French  and  pillaged  by  the 
Indians,  who,  incited  by  the 
former,  resented  this  new  encroach- 
ment on  their  hunting  grounds, 
they  formed  a  settlement  which  was 
destined  to  become  the  nucleus  of 
European  enterprise  in  the  Far  West. 
The  emigration  took  place  in  181 1, 
but  in  1 816,  an  unfortunate  collision 
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between  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  the 
*  North  -  West '  people  —  for  the 
rivals  of  the  former  had  for  some 
time  constituted  themselves  into  a 
regular  company — in  which  Mr. 
Semple,  the  English  Governor  was 
killed,  gave  their  enemies  again 
such  an  ascendency  that,  with  the 
loss  of  most  of  their  property,  they 
were  compelled  to  disperse  from 
their  new  homos.  Lord  Selkirk 
happened  to  be  in  Canada  at  the 
time  planning  a  visit  to  his  colonists, 
and  no  sooner  did  the  news  reach 
him  of  a  catastrophe  which  threat- 
ened a  regular  blood-feud  between 
the  British  and  the  French,  the 
destruction  of  his  favourite  scheme, 
and  the  suspension  of  the  business 
of  the  Company,  than,  enrolling  a 
band  of  pensioners,  he  started  to 
the  relief  of  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment. The  journey  before  him  was 
long  and  arduous,  and  besides  war- 
like materials  and  suppUes  for  the 
sufferers  every  article  of  consumption 
had  to  be  carried.  The  first  section  of 
the  way  led  some  300  miles  up  the 
Ottawa,  thence  by  rivers  and  lakes 
to  Georgian  Bay — a  recess  of  Huron 
— and  so  to  Lake  Superior,  which 
must  be  completely  traversed  in 
order  to  gain  the  estuary  of  the 
River  Kaministiquia — the  infant 
Sfc.  Lawrence,  The  mode  of  travel 
was  in  great  canoes  constructed 
of  birch  bark,  and  so  light  that 
their  crew  could  carry  them,  yet  of 
such  capacity  that,  besides  travellers 
and  eight  or  ten  paddlers,  they 
were  able  to  contain  a  considerable 
freight. 

Wherever,  owing  to  long  reaches 
of  rapids  and  cataracts,  the  rivers 
become  impassable,  the  craft  was 
unloaded,  and  transported  with  its 
effects  to  the  nearest  spot  where  it 
could  be  launched  again  with  advan- 
tage. This  tedious  process  might 
have  to  be  repeated  several  times  in 
the  day,  the  length  of  the  *  portages,' 
varying  from  a  few  hundred  yards  to 
several  miles.  The  dexterity  with 
which  the  Indians  and  the  voyageurs 
manage  their  canoes  is  admirable ; 


the  course  must  be  impossible  be- 
fore they  forsake  it,  and  the  pas- 
senger who  begins  by  shuddering  at 
the  foaming  water  and  the  rocks 
before  him,  soon  learns  to  find  a 
keen  enjoyment  in  shooting  the 
rapids.  So  great,  too,  is  the  buoy- 
ancy of  these  boats  of  bark,  that 
they  will  cross  the  fresh  water  seas 
in  a  gale  which  would  try  the 
mettle  of  many  an  old  salt  in  a 
very  different  kind  of  vessel.  Hav- 
ing completed  in  safety  the  first 
part  of  his  voyage,  Lord  Selkirk 
landed  about  a  mile  up  the  Kami- 
nistiquia, where  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal establishments  of  the  North- 
West  Company  had  been  planted. 

The  sight  of  his  overwhelming 
force  put  its  inhabitants  on  their 
good  behaviour,  but  Lord  Selkirk's 
indignation  against  their  employers 
was  not  to  be  appeased  by  a  few 
civilities;  so  he  seized  the  fort,  and 
made  prisoners  of  all  within  it.  Hay- 
ing taught  them  this  first  lesson, 
he  embarked  upon  the  second  and 
more  difficult  half  of  his  journey. 
Henceforth,  on  both  sides,  the  river 
was  lined  by  forests,  and  wherever 
a  portage  occurred,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  trouble,  trees  must  be 
felled  and  removed  so  as  to  open  a 
sufficient  passage.  Ten  or  twelve 
days  brought  him  to  the  height  ot 
laud  where  that  peculiar  pheno- 
menon is  seen  (repeated  more  than 
once  in  America),  of  the  sources — 
only  a  rifle-shot  apart — of  two  rivets 
flowing  in  different  directions,  and 
furrowing  the  entire  continent.  A 
Httle  bubbling  lake,  on  either  side, 
seems  to  be  the  origin  of  the  great 
system  of  inland  seas  and  the  St» 
Lawrence,  navigable  from  its  mouth 
to  Chicago  and  Fond  du  Lac ;  and 
of  a  series  of  lakes,  ending  in  Wini- 
peg,  strung  together  by  a  river, 
known  by  various  local  names,  which 
ultimately  reaches  the  sea  in  Hud-^ 
son's  Bay.  Whenever,  in  his  pro* 
gross,  Lord  Selkirk  came  upon  a 
hostile  station,  he  took  it.  One  was 
by  the  Rainy  Lake,  another  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
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—that  most  weird  and  fairy-like  of 
all  imaginable  scenes,  so  studded 
with  wooded  islands,  literally  in  my- 
riads, that  only  the  practised  pilot 
can  find  his  way  amongst  them. 
Then  descending  tlie  Winipeg,  the 
most  precipitons  of  all  those  rivers, 
he  reached  the  lake  of  that  name, 
menaced  and  qnickly  captnred  all 
his  enemies'  posts  on  the  Red  Biver, 
and  filled  the  Hudson's  Bay  people 
and  his  poor  Scotch  emigrants  with 
rejoicing.  To  ns  qniet-going  Eng- 
lish, in  1872,  Lord  Selkirk's  daring 
and  high-handed  policy  seems  awful ; 
but  if  the  Canadian  courts,  which 
were  naturally  most  biassed,  as- 
sessed him  in  damages,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  his  prompt  action 
put  an  end  to  anarchy,  saved  blood- 
shed and  misery,  and  vindicated  the 
rights  that  the  Company  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  rulers  was  not 
only  licensed  but  bound  to  assert. 

Indeed,  from  the  moment  of  his 
arrival  must  be  dated  the  tranquillity 
of  the  mixed  community  of  Rupert's 
Land,  and  the  real  foundation  of  the 
first  colony  in  a  region  which,  before 
another  century  is  past,  is  likely  to 
count  its  millions.  After  estabHsh- 
ing  order,  Lord  Selkiik's  first  act 
was  to  obtain  from  the  Indians,  in 
return  for  certain  presents  and  an- 
nuities, the  formal  title  to  the  pro- 
perty which  he  had  purchased  in 
London.  The  deed,  with  the  toiems 
or  crests  of  tho  chiefs  attached  to 
it  as  signatures,  is  an  interesting 
document,  and  is  still  preserved  at 
Fort  Grarry,  the  metropolitan  station 
of  the  Company.  Having  made  a 
friendship  with  the  natives,  which 
has  never  since  been  interrupted, 
he  farther  succeeded  by  wise  mea- 
sures in  conciliating  the  French, 
and  in  182 1  the  last  incentive  to 
animosity  between  the  two  white 
races  was  removed  by  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  North- West  into  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

In  1826  this  remarkable  man, 
whose  foresight  and  care  have  borne 
such  valuable  fruits  in  our  day, 
died,  and  his  estates  at  Red  River 


were  again  acquired  by  the  Com- 
pany.  The  events  of  the  next  forty 
years  require  but  a  few  words.  The 
colony,  both  from  internal  and  ex- 
ternal sources,  grew  until  it  num- 
bered, in  1869,  about  12,000  souls. 
Generally  speaking,  the  British  and 
their  descendants,  partly  of  pure  race 
and  partly  mixed  with  the  Indian, 
occupy  the  western  bank  of  the 
river,  the  French  and  their  half- 
breeds  the  eastern.  The  former, 
more  than  the  latter,  devote  them- 
selves to  the  cultivation  of  a  soil 
which  is  so  rich  that  rotation  of 
crops  is  not  needed.  In  a  good 
year— perhaps  one  in  four — ^the  re- 
turns  remind  one  of  Egypt ;  in  the 
other  three  many  disappointments 
occur,  tho  long  winters  and  the 
locusts  being  the  principal  ene- 
mies, the  severity  of  the  first  will 
be  mitigated,  and  the  second  will 
vanish  with  the  presence  of  people. 
The  French  and  the  Franco-Indians, 
on  the  other  hand,  devoto  them- 
selves more  particularly  to  the 
chase,  and  whefn  bisons  were  nume- 
rous and  not  very  distant,  they  may 
be  said  to  have  furnished  the  meat, 
while  the  British  found  the  bread ; 
clothes,  tea,  sugar,  tobacco,  and 
other  luxuries  being  imported  an- 
nually from  England  by  Hudson's 
Bay.  But  this  primitive  state  of 
things  could  not  last  for  ever.  The 
bison  becoming  scarcer  every  year, 
is  not  to  be  found  in  herds  within 
three  weeks'  journey  of  the  settle- 
ment, and  the  domestic  cattle 
brought  from  home,  which  flourish 
upon  the  exuberant  pastures  of  tho 
prairie,  and  maintain  themselves 
perfectly  through  the  hardest  winter, 
are  taking  the  place  of  tho  wild 
cow,  and  will  one  day  be  a  fund  of 
wealth  to  the  country.  As  the 
population  of  the  world  increases 
the  call  for  meat  will  not  be  less 
loud  than  that  for  grain,  and  Ru- 
pert's Land  may  well  bo  contented 
if  it  becomes,  as  its  capabilities 
point  that  it  should  become,  the 
great  emporium  of  animal  food.  Yet 
the  lands  of  the  Red  River,  healthy 
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and  weU-fikvonred  as  they  are,  miiBt 
not  be  taken  as  tlie  best  type  of 
that  gigantic  country. 

The  banks  of  the  Sisk^tchewan 
though  more  to  the  north  are 
better  adapted  to  culture,  and 
many  other  tracts  as  men  move 
westward  will  be  found  to  be  as 
productive  as  some  of  the  fur- 
ther American  states.  The  Peace 
River  which  rises  in  latitude  56, 
thanks  to  its  proximity  to  the  Paci- 
fic, enjoys  so  mild  a  temperature, 
that  Sir  John  Franklin  found  wild 
flowers  in  full  bloom  on  its  banks 
in  the  early  spring,  so  that  with 
its  various  winter  climates  and 
soils,  and  the  extreme  heat  of  its 
summer,  North  America  forms  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  adjacent 
continent  of  Siberia.  The  princi- 
pal rivers  are  the  Siskdtchewan  and 
the  Asiniboine,  which  take  their 
rise  from  the  Rocky  Mountains  or 
its  spurs ;  the  Athabasca ;  the 
Peace  Eiver;  and  the  great  Mac- 
kenzie, whose  estuary  is  in  the  Arc- 
tic Circle.  Excepting  the  Asini- 
boine, which  is  uniformly  shallow, 
all  these  streams  are  navigable,  with 
very  few  interruptions,  removable 
at  a  moderate  cost,  almost  to  their 
source.  When  steam  is  introduced 
an  improvement  which  will  take 
place  during  the  present  year,  they 
will  become  the  permanent  high- 
ways, and  the  outfits  as  they  are 
technically  called,  which  from  the 
farthest  points  have  not  been  bring- 
ing a  return  to  the  senders  under  six 
or  seven  years,  will  be  exchanged  for 
furs  which  will  be  sold  in  the  Lon- 
don market  vrithin  a  third  of  that 
period.  Of  the  Lakes,  the  most  re- 
markable are  Winipeg  and  the 
neighbouring  system  of  Manituba 
and  Winip^gosis,  separated  only  by 
a  short  stream,  the  two  Slave  Lakes 
and  the  Great  Bear  Lake.  Besides 
these  great  arteries,  and  reservoirs, 
many  portions  of  the  prairie  are  in- 


tersected by  streams,  which  dig- 
nified in  the  language  of  the 
New  World  only  by  the  name  of 
creeks,  would  in  Europe  be 
considered  important  rivers.  These 
and  numerous  lakelets  dotted 
about,  are  fringed  with  fine 
trees,  of  which  the  oak,  the  pop- 
lar, and  the  maple,  and,  in  sandy 
plaices  the  fir,  are  the  most  prominent. 
Patches  of  woods  or  coverts  also 
oontribute  to  the  beauty  of  that 
undulating  plain,  and  harbour  end- 
loss  supplies  of  fruits  of  many 
varieties  and  of  excellent  flavour. 
The  prairie  fires,  due  generally  to  the 
carelessness  of  the  Indians  or  the 
huntsmen  are  the  great  devastators 
of  the  trees,  but  as  settlements  spring 
up  at  close  intervals,  this  great 
waste  may  be  checked,  and  the  en- 
couragement of  vegetation  will  mo- 
dify and  soften  the  climate.^ 

Such,  then,  is  the  aspect  of  a 
country,  so  well  adapted  for  the 
abode  of  man  but  uninhabited  and 
desolate,  which  Canadian  statesmen 
felt  assured  should  be  added  to  tbe 
Dominion.  In  the  winter  of  1868 
the  final  negotiations  were  made 
with  the  Company  for  its  surrender, 
Sir  George  Cartier  and  Mr.  Mac- 
dougall  being  the  Plenipotentiaries, 
and  in  the  following  March  the 
terms  were  signed  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Crown.  In  return  for  the 
cession  of  their  sovereign  rights, 
the  Company  were  to  receive 
300,oooZ.  in  money,  one  twentieth 
of  the  soil  in  fee-simple,  lying  be- 
tween the  Siskatchewan  and  the 
American  frontier;  they  were  to 
retain  their  forts  and  buildings, 
and  the  land  they  had  already  oc- 
cupied around  these ;  the  right,  bat 
of  course  not  the  exclusive  right, 
to  trade,  and  some  minor  advan- 
tages. Formal  possession  was  to 
be  taken  by  Canada  on  the  ist  of 
November,  1867,  from  which  date 
the  Company  were  to  be  freed  from 


*  Ear  a  description  of  Red  Rirer,  and  the  North  West,  read  Ross's  book,  Hargrayefs 
JSed  JSmr,  Bntler^s  Great  Lone  Land,  and  Parliamentary  papers  presented  at  intervals 
between  x86o  and  1872. 
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aO  the  duties  of  administration,  and 
were  to  lapse  into  the  position  of  a 
mediatised  State.  It  was,  however, 
evident  that  with  their  excellent 
and  long-established  machinery  and 
<n'ganisation,  their  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  and  perfect 
miderstanding  with  the  natives,  the 
Government  must  for  a  long  time 
count  upon  their  goodwill  and  co- 
operation in  dealing  with  those 
pittts  of  it  which  should  be  remote 
from  a  colony. 

Everything  now  seraaed  fairly 
settled.  The  Dominion,  at  a  sacri- 
fice necessarily,  but  small  compared 
with  the  authority  she  gained,  had 
■ecured  her  wish;  and  the  Com- 
pany had  not  only  made  a  good 
bargain,  but  was  henceforth  to 
slu^  off  those  troubles  and  apxie- 
ties  of  its  former  position  which, 
had  an  emigration  set  in  from 
Canada,  would  have  so  increased  as 
to  overtax  its  strength.  Unhappily 
insufficient  pains  were  taken  to 
explain  to  those  whose  fate  was 
concerned  the  exact  nature  of  the 
change,  and  rumours  more  and 
more  distoi*ted  from  the  truth,  as 
they  travelled  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
penetrated  in  such  a  form  to  the  little 
community,  that  it  was  not  difficult 
&r  a  few  mischievous  and  intriguing 
spirits  to  spread  a  belief  amongst 
the  more  excitable  natures  that  the 
people  had  been  sold  like  so  many 
head  of  cattle.  No  one,  indeed, 
irished  for  the  change.  Under  the 
role  of  the  Company  all  had  en- 
joyed ht^piness  and  perfect  free- 
dom, whilst  the  only  tribute  ex- 
acted of  them  was  a  small  duty  on 
imports. 

Taxation,  the  alarmists  or  in- 
eendiaries  preached,  would  now 
debar  them  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
the  French  were  informed  that  the 
Church  herself  would  be  in  danger 
at  the  bands  of  the  Dominion — an 
uicaUed-for  fear,  considering  that 
nearly  half  the  Canadians  belonged 
to  the  Church  of  Rome.  The  ma- 
jority, however,  it  is  fair  to  say, 
influenced  by  those  who  gave  them- 


selves the  trouble  to  think  and  en- 
quire, were  satisfied  that  with  the 
rapid  progress  in  Minnesota  their 
seclusion  could  not  be  long  maio- 
tained,  and  as  England  remsed  to 
adopt  them  directhu  their  only  al- 
ternative was  to  be  included  in 
Canada.  If  taxes  should  augment, 
so  would  commerce,  and  in  the  end 
they  would  be  none  the  poorer. 
Great  curiosity  existed  amongst  all 
as  to  the/orw  of  Government  to  be 
imposed  upon  them.  At  the  present 
a  Governor  appointed  by  the  Board, 
and  a  Council  of  twenty- four,  taken 
from  the  leading  inhabitants,  man- 
aged affairs.  Canada  proposed  to 
reduce  this  number  to  ^yq^  aJl,  or 
nearly  all,  of  whom  were  to  be 
strangers.  In  a  small  sphere  the  dig- 
nity of  office  is  perhaps  even  more 
cherished  than  in  a  larger  one,  and 
the  contemplatedalteration,  however 
necessary  and  compulsory,  was  sure 
to  occasion  acertain  amount  of  heart- 
burning. This  could  not  be  helped,^ 
and  if  a  little  coldness  was  exhibited 
at  first,  a  Governor  with  tact  ought 
soon  to  dispel  it.  Such  was  the  situ- 
ation of  affairs  at  the  end  of  Au- 
gust, and  at  that  time  no  appre- 
hension of  disturbance  was  felt.  In 
September  it  was  known  that  Mr. 
Macdougall  was  to  be  the  new  Go- 
vernor, at  the  end  of  October  that 
he  was  approaching.  Then  a  young 
man  named  Biel  came  forward,  who 
had  evidently  been  plotting  in  se- 
cret, and  whose  powers  of  speech 
won  for  him  great  ascendency  over 
the  more  ignorant  of  his  hearers. 
*  If  we  admit  the  governor  we  shall 
be  enslaved,'  was  his  theme,  and  at 
the  head  of  a  party  of  hot-headed 
horsemen  he  galloped  to  the  frontier 
and  opposed  the  entry  of  Mr. 
Macdougall,  who,  arriving  from  the 
American  side,  was  of  course  unac- 
companied by  an  escort.  This  en- 
couraged what  we  may  call  the 
noisy  party  to  further  action.  The 
establishments  and  effects  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  .weye 
seized,  and  shortly  afterwards  ,a 
ProvisionalGovemment  was  formed 
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of  wliich  Riel  was  Dictator.  These 
untoward  events  gave  a  gloomy 
Christmas  to  Canada,  and  caused 
much  uneasiness  amongst  those  at 
home  who  watched  and  understood 
them. 

For  many  months  no  pressure 
could  be  put  upon  the  insurgents, 
and  should  disaffection  spread,  or 
a  foreign  element  be  introduced, 
coercion  would  necessitate  trouble 
and  bloodshed.  The  sole  access  to 
them  through  our  territories  was 
by  Lord  Selkirk's  route  which 
would  not  be  open  till  summer. 
The  interval,  however,  was  not 
wasted  at  Ottawa,  and  preparations 
were  made  for  a  military  expedition 
as  soon  as  the  season  should  allow 
of  movement.  The  Home  Govern- 
ment did  not  behave  handsomely. 
For  some  time  advice  was  all  that 
they  could  give  till  shamed  into  ac- 
tion— for,  after  all,  it  was  in  a  great 
measure  to  their  negligence  that 
the  hitch  was  owing,  and  then  they 
agreed  to  bear  one-third  of  the  cost. 
The  Red  River  expedition  forms  an 
interesting  narrative  in  itself.  But 
here  we  have  only  room  to  say  that 
half  a  battalion  of  the  6oth  Rifles, 
two  battalions  of  Dominion  militia 
besides  artillery,  and  the  necessary 
attendants  of  such  a  force,  with  an 
enormous  mass  of  stores,  accom- 
plished the  journey  without  a  single 
miscarriage,and  occupied  the  settle- 
ment without  firing  a  single  shot. 
The  ringleaders  who,  besides  Riel, 
were  a  half-bred  and  a  Fenian,  saved 
themselves  by  a  timely  flight,  and 
with  their  departure  the  insurrec- 
tion was  at  an  end.  Had  the 
forest  Indians  on  the  lino  of  march 
been  hostile,  they  might  have 
seriously  harassed  our  movements, 
but  the  equitable  rule  of  the  Hud- 
son'sBay  Company  had  taught  them 
that  they  had  nouiing  to  fear  from 
the  English,  and  had  made  them 
staunch  to  our  interests.  Yet,  even 
without  opposition,  the  physical  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  were  very  great, 
and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
to  the  commander  Colonel,  now  Sir 


Garnet  Wolsley  and  his  officers  for 
the  able  and  complete  manner  in 
which  they  carried  out  a  scheme, 
perhaps,  not  less  difficult  in  its 
execution  than  that  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  Sir  Robert  Napier  in. 
Abyssinia. 

Simultaneously  with  the  troops, 
arrived  Mr.  Archibald  the  Canadian 
Lieutenant-  Governor  who  com- 
menced his  work  by  winning  the 
confidence  of  all  parties,  and  pre- 
pared tbem  for  the  new  duties  they 
would  have  to  perform.  The  Red 
River  Settlement  together  with  a 
certain  space  to  the  west  was  erected 
into  a  province  with  the  usual  two 
chambers  for  the  conduct  of  its  do- 
mestic aflairs,  and  a  representation 
in  the  Federal  Senate  and  House  of 
Conmions  respectively  of  two  and 
four  members.  .  And  from  that  day 
to  this,  excepting  the  threat  of  a 
Fenian  raid  which  was  frustrated 
by  the  prompt  action  of  the  authori- 
ties at  Ottawa  who  in  an  incredibly 
short  time  poured  another  force 
into  the  colony — for  so  settled  bad 
it  become  internally  that  the  first 
occupation  had  been  withdrawn — 
Manituba  has  enjoyed  that  qnict 
which  spares  the  historian  pages  ot 
labour.  Sons  of  wealthy  farmers 
in  Ontario,  themselves  possessing 
means  and  many  more  from  other 
parts  are  swelling  the  population 
of  the  colony,  and  as  it  is  the 
tendency  of  man  always  to  move 
towards  the  West,  the  next  ten 
years  may  see  numerous  settle- 
ments arise,  and  perhaps  the  sab- 
division  of  the  North- West  territory 
which  is  still  ruled  like  onr  Crown 
colonies,  directly  by  a  Governor  in 
Council,  into  new  provinces.  To 
anticipate  this  contingency  and  to 
remove  every  shadow  of  jealousy, 
treaties  have  already  been  made  wifii 
the  various  savage  nations,  the  prin- 
ciple adopted  being  precisely  the 
same  as  that  which  has  proved  so 
beneficial  both  to  the  red  and  the 
white  man  in  Canada.  No  account  of 
North  America  would  be  complete 
without  some  words  on  this  im- 
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porftant  subject  For  to  the  mode 
in  wbkh  the  English  have  met  the 
aborigines,  they  owe  espeoially  in 
eariiep  times  that  securitj  with(  nb 
which  progress  must  have  been  re- 
tarded, and  that  immnnitj  irom 
retaliation  for  wrongs  inflicted  on 
the  nnhappy  natives  of  the  soil, 
which  blot  the  history  of  colonisa- 
tion on  the  other  side  of  the  border. 
The  system  we  pursued,  as  fast  as 
we  required  more  land,  was  to 
sommon  the  Indians  who  claimed 
it,  and  make  a  bargain  with  them 
for  its  sale,  leaving  to  them  always 
certain  *  reserves  *  which  were  to 
be  for  ever  inviolable  by  the  white 
man.  To  these  they  coniined 
themselves  and  in  process  of  time 
became  so  tame,  that  they  welcomed 
the  visits  of  stmngers,  especially  of 
those  who  taught  religion,  embraced 
Christianity,  exchanged  their  wig- 
wams for  wooden  houses,  built 
churches  and  schools,  and  inter- 
married so  frequently  with  the  con- 
qoering  race,  that  an  Indian  of 
pore  blood  is  now  a  rarity  in  the 
older  Ganadas.  By  a  wholesome 
exercise  of  paternal  care  the  price 
of  their  lands  was  not  paid  thorn  in 
cash  which  would  at  once  have  been 
converted  into  liquor,  but  in  an- 
nuities, held  in  trust  by  the  State, 
which  punctually  at  a  certain  day 
in  every  year  pays  the  dividends 
aocroing  from  the  fund  in  kind — 
by  which  ihust  be  understood  blan- 
kets, and  useful  things — or  in 
money  at  the  option  of  tho  creditor. 
The  importation  of  spirits  into 
the  reserves  was,  and  is,  severely 
pnniBhed,  while  temptations  are 
offered  to  these  people  to  accept 
their  allowances  in  a  form  which  will 
really  contribute  to  their  well-being. 
In  the  North- West  this  process  is 
being  imitated,®  and  we  trust  that 
experience  there  again  will  show, 
that  by  no  inexorable  law  of  nature 
is  it  ordained,  that  the  development 
of  the  higher  race  must  necessarily 


mean  the  enslaving  or  the  extinction 
of  that  which  has  been  less  favoured. 
One  word  more  in  equal  justice 
to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Administration, 
and  the  wild  people  with  which  it 
commerced.  The  stations  are  widely 
apart,  a  distance  of  loo  miles  fre- 
quently, sometimes  200,  or  even 
300  separaiing  them.  Their  garri- 
sons— ^if  we  may  use  the  expres- 
sion— rarely  consist  of  more  than 
three  officers,  and  six  or  seven 
Europeans,  at  most  ten  whites; 
their  stores  are  filled  with  objects 
coveted  by  the  natives,  and,  when 
hundreds  at  certain  seasons  congre- 
gate around  them,  yet  robbery  on 
any  concerted  principle  has  been 
almost,  if  not  quito  unknown,  and 
tho  servants  of  the  Company  may 
travel  vrith  untold  riches  without 
fear  of  interruption.  Tho  troubles 
on  tho  American  side  have  been 
due  to  faithlessness  on  the  part  of 
the  Aniericans,  and  tho  corruption 
of  their  agents,  nominated  by  Go- 
vernment to  dispense  the  annuities. 
Starting  upon  the  same  premises  as 
ourselves,  as  the  reserves  became 
desirable,  they  have  driven  the  In- 
dians from  them,  until  at  last,  in 
sheer  dread  of  finding  no  place  in 
which  to  rest,  they  have  turned 
upon  their  disturbers,  and  com- 
mitted such  atrocities  as  those  which 
will  always  make  the  year  1863  a 
terrible  one  in  the  annals  of 
Minnesota.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  distributors,  after  summoning 
the  savages  to  a  given  place  at  a 
given  date,  were  proverbiaUy  un- 
punotual.  Many  of  the  recipients 
had  to  travel  great  distances,  and 
lost  the  hunting  season  by  the 
delay  ;  and  the  arrival  of  the  autho- 
rities commonly  ended  in  a  pande- 
monium, the  Indians  being  tempted 
by  cheap  whisky  to  forego  the 
good  things  which  had  been  voted  to 
them  by  Congress.  The  failure  of 
their  good  intentions  is  now  suffi- 
ciently known  to  the  Government  at 


I  •  The  annuities  will  be  paid  at  the  posts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  where  Indians 
hire  bug  been  used  to  congregate  in  the  spring,  to  exchange  their  furs  with  the  produce 
ofEorope. 
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WashiDgtoB,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  measures  are  being  taken  for 
the  removal  of  abuses  which  are  as 
discreditable  to  the  present  peoplers 
of  the  New  World,  as  they  are  in- 
jurious to  its  older  occupants. 

British  Columbia  entered  the  Con- 
federation in  187 1,  the  chief  con- 
dition of  its  adhesion  being  the 
construction  of  a  railway  which 
should  unite  it  with  the  other  pro- 
vinces. During  that  year,  and  the 
last,  surveys  have  been  made  to 
determine  the  most  advantageous 
route.  1,200  miles  leading  over 
the  prairies  to  the  Rocky  Mountains 
offer  no  difficulties,  nor  will  the 
descent  to  the  Pacific  be  unusually 
troublesome ;  the  most  arduous  part 
of  the  undertaking  is  that  to  the 
north  of  Lake  Superior,  and  thence 
to  Lake  Winipeg.  But  with  a 
partial  gaarantee  from  England 
and  Canada  in  money,  and  a  large 
offer  of  good  land,  a  company  is 
now  forming,  which  by  1880  ought 
to  complete  the  grand  task  fore- 
shadowed by  Lord  Lytton  twenty- 
one  years  earlierr  British  America 
will  then  be  the  high  road  of  com- 
*  merce  to  China;  for  although  the 
distance  across  the  continent  will 
not  differ  much  from  that  traversed 
by  the  American  railway,  currents 
and  winds  bring  sailing  vessels 
from  the  Eastern  hemisphere  to  the 
shores  of  British  Columbia  a^r  a 
voyage  ten  or  fourteen  days  shorter 
than  to  San  Francisco. 

Those  who  carefally  consider  all 
these  things  cannot  fail  to  perceive 
the  priceless  value  of  Canada  to  the 
Empire.  During  her  infiBmcy,  when 
she  was  tended  with  jealous  case, 
she  gave  the  ordinary  trouble  of 
children ;  now,  a  credit  to  her  parent 
and  herself,  she  has  entered  the 
world,  and  what  she  asks  is  a  re- 
tarn  of  that  honest  affection  with 
which  she  r^ards  the  country  from 
which  she  sprang,  and  whose  good 
features  she  is  reproducing  so  &ith- 
fully.  If  she  were  in  other  hands, 
.for  independence  is  at  present  out 
of  the  question,  nor  could  she  in 


any  way  gain  by  the  latter,  the 
loss  would  be  almost  the  severest 
one  can  imagine  to  Ch:^at  Britain, 
li  is  time  in  war  we  have  to  provide 
^r  the  protection  of  our  Colonies^ 
but  it  is  equally  so  that  if  they  were 
alienated  they  might  be  found  in 
the  balance  against  us,  and  a  mari- 
time State  like  Nova  Scotia  could 
give  a  preponderance  to  the  United 
States  which  they  are  far  from  pos- 
sessingaslongasihe  Dominion  forms 
part  of  us.  These  consideraticms, 
however,  lead  us  to  another  ques- 
tion which  has  begun  to  be  dis- 
cussed of  late,  whether  something 
may  not  be  done  to  straiten  the 
union  of  the  various  portions  of 
the  Empire.  For  Parliamentary  re- 
presentation in  its  perfect  form, 
such  as  was  proposed  by  Pitt,  Ihe 
day  is  past.  A  permanent  Council 
under  the  Secretary  of  State,  simi- 
lar to  that  established  at  the  India 
Office,  applied  to  the  Colonies, 
would  seem  to  be  of  little  or  no  ad- 
vantage. Accredited  agents  might 
be  received  acting  as  plenipotentia- 
ries, but  these  again  must  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  existence  of  the 
Ministry  which  appointed  them; 
moreover,  an  intermediary  between 
the  Province  and  home  already 
exists  in  the  person  of  the  Qt>vemor, 
whose  impartial  position  should 
enable  him  to  judge  more  calmly 
of  affairs  than  can  those  whose 
interests  are  more  immediately  in- 
volved in  them.  Yet  certain  measures 
strike  one  as  fea&dble,  and  which, 
without  disturbing  internal  arrauge- 
ments,  would  add  greatly  to  Imperial 
unity  and  Imperial  strength. 

(i)  The  foremost  of  these  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  the  estaUish- 
ment  of  one  army  and  one  nayy, 
to  which  the  self-governing  Pro- 
vinces should  be  asked  to  contri- 
bute at  a  given  rate.  The  two 
services  would  thus  be  recruited  in 
the  Colonies,  and  a  proportionate 
number  of  commissions  giv6"> 
which  would  open  a  field  of  activity 
to  the  wealthier  class  of  yotu 
men,  a  thing  greatly  to  be  desir 
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as  tli6  irambers  and  prosperitj  of  a 
conntiy  increase.  Kor  need  the 
provincial  regiments  and  ships  be 
confined  to  their  own  provinces ;  on 
t^  contrary,  we  wonld  rather  see 
all  tfke  their  turn  of  foreign  ser- 
Tioe,  the  expense  of  moving  beings 
we  are  assored,  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  advantage  to  be 
gained  firom  the  interconrse  and 
knowledge  of  each  other  of  the 
Tanons  peoples.  A  nnmber  of 
tnops  and  i^ps,  it  is  to  be  nnder» 
stood,  of  course,  equal  to  that  which 
the  Colony  supports,  being  main« 
iained,  except  by  special  agreement, 
incases  of  emergency  in  the  Colony. 

(2)  A  customs-union ;  that  is  to 
say,  that  goods  should  travel  free 
^ntmgh  all  parts  of  the  Empire,  the 
prodnce  of  foreign  nations  being 
alone  taxed. 

(3)  The  assumption  of  the  fund- 
ed debts  of  the  Colonies  existing  at 
tlie  time  of  the  coniract,  which  thus 
reduced  from  6  and  5  per  cent,  to 
3j,  a  saving  of  income  might  be 
effixjted  that  would  go  far  to  counter- 
balance the  sacrifice  which  the  se- 
cond proposal  might  entail  on  them. 

It  has  just  been  said  that  the  day 
&r  Parliamentary  representation  in 
ibe  sense  in  which  it  is  now  under- 
8^  is  gone  by.  A  proposal  to 
give  to  the  Dominion,  for  instance, 
a  munher  of  members  proportionate 
to  her  population,  a  number  which 
from  tune  to  time  would  demand 
Pigmentation,  would  never  be  lis- 
tened to ;  and  as  things  have  grown, 
snd  considering  the  wide  geogra- 
pjueal  separation  of  peoples,  the 
di&rent  circumstances  in  many 
req)ect8  under  which  they  live  from 
<NirBelve6,  itis  perhi^  best  that  each 


should  have  direct  control  of  its  own 
affairs.  For  this  reason,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  Sir  Edward  Creasy  has 
recently  remarked,  if  it  were  thought 
desirable  that  questions  affecting 
the  whole  Empire  should  be  dis- 
cussed by  delegates  from  every  part 
of  it,  the  Colonies  might  be  willing 
to  be  represented  by  a  small  but 
definite  number  of  persons  who 
could  expound  the  views  of  their 
constituents  in  debate  and  exchange 
opinions  with  their  fellow  legisla- 
tors. Whether  by  such  an  ar- 
rangement as  this  any  really  useful 
object  would  be  attained  is  doubt- 
ful, but  it  deserves  consideration, 
and  its  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages may  well  be  discussed. 

It  need  hardly  be  added  that 
these  lucubrations  on  the  subject  of 
union  are  intended  to  apply,  not 
to  India  and  tlie  Crown  Colonies, 
but  to  those  three  only  which  are 
self-governing — namely,  the  Do- 
minion and  the  South  African  and 
Australian  groups.  These,  with  the 
British  Isles  as  a  centre,  all  working 
cordially  together  for  one  great 
purpose,  may  reach  the  highest 
destiny,  and  effect  more  good  for 
mankind  than  it  has  ever  yet  been 
the  privilege  of  a  nation  to  achieve. 
Indisposed  to  aggression,  and  not 
jealous  of  the  wel£u«  of  other  States, 
which  means,  we  have  learned  to 
know,  an  addition  to  our  own  wel- 
fare, we  might  prevent  wars — we 
should  not  provoke  them ;  we  might 
relieve  the  distressed — ^we  should 
not  oppress ;  and  by  our  example 
and  force  of  cha2tu)ter  lead  others 
perpetually  nearer  to  that  concord 
which  ought  to  subsist  amongst 
the  peoples  of  the  earth. 


"^^^^WBfe^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


156 


[February 


WITTENBERG    AND    COLOGNE. 


THE   fifth   (Ecumenical    Cotmcil 
had  been  held  at  the  Lateran 
Church  and  brought  to  a  conclusion 
amidst  general  acclamations.  Never 
in  the  history  of  the  Church  had 
there  been  greater  reason  for  con- 
gratulation   than    on  the  present 
occasion.     The  power  of  the  suc- 
cessor of  St.  Peter  had  been  declared 
and  vindicated  as  supreme,  not  only 
in    spiritual    matters    but  also  in 
things  temporal.    The  enemy  of  the 
Pope,  Louis  XII.,  with  his  defiant 
motto,  *  Perdam  Babylonis  nomen,' 
was  dead,  and  his   successor  had 
concluded    a    concordat  with    the 
Papal    Power.     As   the   members 
passed  the  threshold  of  that  old 
church,  said  to  have  been  built  by 
Constantine,  at   the   end  of   their 
twelfth    meeting   on  the    i6th    of 
March,  15 17,  who  could  have  pre- 
dicted that  seven  months  later,  on 
the  31st  of  October,  an  arrow  from 
a  little  town  of    Germany  would 
wound  the  Western  Church  to  the 
very  core,  and  change  the  triumphant 
Queen,  ruling  in  solitary  grandeur 
over    the    nations,    into    a  Mater 
dolorosa^  *  weeping  for  her  children 
and  refusing  to  be  comforted  for 
her   children,   because    they   were 
not'?     For  on  that   i6th   day  of 
March  the  sky  was  clear  and  with- 
out any  traces  of  clouds,  and  Leo  X. 
was  all  but  an  Elijah ;  and  the  one 
protesting  voice  was  drowned  amidst 
the    general  hubbub   of  ecclesias- 
tics, though  that  voice  came  from 
the     venerable     Sorbonne,     whose 
history    dates    from   the    days    of 
Alcuin,  and  which  has  occupied  all 
along  a  position  in  the  history  of 
Europe  unparalleled  by  any  other 
school  or  university. 

On  the  last  day  of  October,  1517, 
a  young  Augustine  monk,  professor 
at  the  newly  founded  University  of 
Wittenberg,  hitherto  known  for 
nothing  else  but  his  hatred  of 
Aristoteles  and  the  scholastic  philo- 


sophy (*I  am  longing,'  he  wrote 
*to  tear  the  Greek  mask  from  off 
the  face  of  that  comedian,  who  has 
made  such  a  fool  of  the  Charch, 
and  to  expose  him  in  all  his  naked- 
ness') affixed  a  paper  with  95  theses 
against  the  abuse  of  indulgences 
to  the  door  of  the  church  of  the 
castle.  *  Ho,  ho,'  said  a  pious  monk, 
after  he  had  read  them,  '  he  is  the 
man,  he  will  do  it — we  have  waited 
for  him.*  In  a  few  days  they  were 
known  all  over  Germany;  in  a  few 
weeks  they  had  spread  all  over  the 
Continent;  some  time  afterwards 
they  were  sold  in  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem;  the  Reformation,  as  it 
is  called,  had  commenced. 

Martin  Luther  was  a  religious 
genius.  There  are  times  in  the 
history  of  nations,  when  the  moral 
or  religious  questions  which  form^ 
the  substratum  of  the  social  and 
political  fabric  are  brought  by  an 
irresistible  impulse  to  the  snr- 
fiace.  Such  a  moment  called  in 
Scripture  language  the  *ftilness  of 
the  time,'  had  come  in  the  six- 
teenth century.  The  revival  of 
learning,  the  awakening  «n  all  sides 
of  centrifugal  forces,  contributed  to 
the  rapid  spread  of  the  movement 
when  once  inaugurated,  but  they 
were  not  its  origin  or  cause.  The 
restlessness  which  had  seized  the 
intellectual  and  political  world  did 
not  make  itself  felt  in  the  moral 
world  except  in  Germany.  For  the 
German  race  is  the  embodiment  of 
a  great  moral  idea;  their  nature 
leaves  them  no  rest  till  they  have 
penetrated  into  the  origin  of  things, 
till  they  have  investigated  their 
essence.  Luther  was  the  greatest 
German  that  ever  lived,  because  he 
realised  more  than  anyone  the 
moral  idea.  A  genius  is  ever  the 
offspring,  as  used  to  be  said,  of 
a  god  and  one  of  the  daughters 
of  men — of  heavenly  and  earthly 
powers.     Luther  was  a  child  of  his 
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age ;  the  wants  and  aspirations  of 
the  times  were,  so  to  speak,  con« 
centrated  in  his  person ;  he  articu- 
lated the  word  that  had  lain 
qniveriog,  seeking  in  vain  for 
utterance,  on  the  lips  of  thousands 
and  millions.  But  above  all  he 
was  a  German :  his  subjectivity,  his 
boldness  in  speculation,  his  intense 
moral  earnestness,  his  indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance  when  once 
lonsed,  characterised  him  as  a  de- 
scendant of  the  men  that  had 
bronght  old  Borne  to  the  verge  of 
destrnction.  And  being  a  genius, 
and  not  merely  a  man  of  talent, 
he  had  that  Divine  afflatus,  that 
intense  enthusiasm,  that  Holy  Spirit, 
which  is  ever  the  life-giving  and  life- 
preservine  principle,  and  the  very 
absence  of  which  is  in  itself  death. 

Looked    at   in   this   light   it  is 
not  astonishing  that  the  Mediaeval 
Church  should  have  collapsed  like  a 
house  of  sand  built  on  the  sea-shore 
by  the   hands   of   little   children. 
The  Church  of  the  Middle  Ages  had ' 
been  the  grandest  Church  ever  seen. 
Christianity,  as  its  Founder  intended 
it,  was  to  be  the  religion  for  the 
world;  the  Church,  which  is  the 
embodiment  of  Christianity,  strove 
to  be  i  he  Church   for  the  world. 
That  was    a    grand    ideal.      The 
Catholic  Church  was  the  light  of 
the  Middle  Ages,  the  salt  which 
kept  the  world    from   corruption. 
At  the  time  of  the  Reformation  the 
Church  had  ceased  to  be  the  bearer 
of  the  intellectual  idea — she  was  no 
longer  a  light;  but  the  great  reason 
of  her  fall  was  that  she  had  ceased 
to  he  the  salt  of  the  world.     The 
Church  must  be  the  highest  em- 
bodiment of  the  moral  idea — if  she 
is  not  this  she  is  nothing.     At  the 
time  of  the  Reformation  her  theology, 
her  practices,  her  Hfe,  were  utterly 
immoral;  faithful  to  the  traditions 
of  Imperial,  Pagan  Rome,  she  had 
become  nothing  but  the  embodi- 
nwnt  of  brute  force,  which  can  only 
.     he  maintained  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  or  by  keeping  men  and 


women  in  a  state  of  degradation. 
Hence  Papal  Rome  trembled  to  her 
foundations;  she  had  become  one 
great  lie,  and  the  hurricane  that 
swept  over  Europe  gave  her  shock 
after  shock. 

This  moral  idea,  as  seen  in  the  life 
of  Luther,  makes  the  great  charm, 
the  intense  power,  the  exceeding 
fascination  of  his  name.  What  are 
they  to  us,  the  theological  formulas 
in  which  the  next  century  attempted 
to  stereotype  andto  justify  his  move- 
ment, or,  in  other  words,  to  undo 
the  Reformation  ?  Does  the  Church 
of  the  nineteenth  century  stand  or 
fall  by  the  dogmas  of  the  German 
Reformer  of  the  sixteenth  century? 
What  is  it  to  us  that  he  made  ^eat 
mistakes,  that  he  was  oft  exceedingly 
intolerant,  that  his  Reformation 
partook  greatly  of  the  character  of 
a  politicid  revolution  ?  What  is  it 
to  us  that  he  ^ve  to  the  State  the 
power  of  which  he  had  deprived 
the  Pope?  The  grandeur  of  his 
Reformation  is,  that  it  was  a  move- 
ment coming  from  the  heart,  not 
from  the  head ;  a  cry  of  holy  in- 
dignation, not  of  cool  reasoning; 
a  movement  of  love,  not  of  calcula- 
tion. Spare  us  the  discussion  about 
the  material  and  formal  principles 
of  the  Reformation,  but  show  us 
that  man  crouching  in  his  cell,  and 
finding  no  word  wherewith  to  ex- 
press the  famine  of  his  soul ;  pray- 
ing, wrestling,  suffering,  dying  as 
verily  a  deaUi  as  any  of  the  old 
martyrs;  rising  from  his  grave  as 
he  comes  in  contact  with  the  living 
Christ,  and  going  on  his  way  de- 
voting every  word  and  work  of  his 
life  to  the  service  of  his  Lord.  On 
this  moral  basis,  the  absence  of 
which  is  the  only  heresy,  shall  not 
the  Reformation — that  is,  the  his- 
toric evolution  of  the  Church — be 
at  length  proceeded  with  ? 

Colbert  said,  *  Rome  reculera  ou 
elle  cessera  d'etre  chr6tienne.'  She 
has  not  done  so ;  she  has  shrunk 
from  all  reforms,  and  she  stands 
at  this  moment  before  the  eyes  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


158 


WiUenberg  and  Cologne, 


[February* 


Europe  as  the  most  rationalistic- 
taking  the  word  in  its  real  sense 
— and  revolutionary  Church  of 
Christendom.  The  i^imjps  d^SgUse 
are  numerous,  and  •  they  '  are  far 
from  being  coups  de  muitre.  She 
has  startled  Europe  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  dogma  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception,  and  still  more  lately  by 
the  promulgation  of  the  doctrine  of 
Papal  Infallibility. 

All  England  has  applauded  to 
the  echo  the  indignant  protest 
wrung  from  the  lips  of  faithM 
Catholics,  which  found  their  ex- 
pression first  at  Munich,  and  after- 
wards at  Cologne.  The  true  Pro- 
testants amongst  us  are  only  too 
delighted  when  the  Roman  Church 
is  in  any  way  made  out  to  be 
Babylon  ;  some  of  us  dream  of  a 
reconciliation  between  the  several 
branches  of  the  Church  Catholic, 
whilst  others  hail  the  Congress  at 
Cologne  as  a  reaction  against  the 
spirit  of  intolerant  dogmatism  and 
moral  stagnation,  and  an  honest 
attempt  at  reformation.  Like  the 
Sorbonne,  the  University  of  Munich 
lifts  up  its  protest ;  once  more  the 
School  attempts  to  regenerate  the 
Church. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into 
the  history  of  this  movement,  and 
space  will  not  allow  us  to  make 
more  than  a  few  remarks.  The 
Von  Moltke  of  the  movement  and 
its  other  leaders  are  well  known 
thanks  to  the  exertions  of  numerous 
correspondents.  It  is  curious  that 
the  second  meeting,  which  was  con,- 
vened  for  the  purpose  of  consoli- 
dating the  movement,  should  have 
been  held  at  a  time  when  men's 
thoughts  naturally  revert  to  the 
sixteenth  century.  It  is  curious, 
too,  to  find  German  Protestants 
not  only  present  at  the  delibera- 
tions, but  lifting  up  their  voices, 
and  giving  advice  and  encourage- 
ment. The  awakening  of  German 
Nationality  has  had  most  likely 
something  to  do  with  this.  The 
mighty   impulse   that    made    men 


fi:)rget  the  feuds  and  strifes  of  cen- 
turiesy^  and  join  hand  in  hand  ^^r 
iiie  defence  of  a  common  Fatherland 
against  a  common  foe,  may  have 
been  at  work  to  inspire  the  hope 
that  the  theolc^cal  hatreds  and 
ecclesiastical  divisions  of  past  cen- 
turies may  some'  day  be  buried  in 
obKvion,  and  the  United  Fatherland 
have  one  bond  the  more  in  a  United 
Church.  If  the  Old  CathoHc  Re- 
formation can  effect  such  a  union, 
it  will  have  supplied  the  element  in 
which  Luther's  Reformation  signally 
£Bdled,  viz.  catholicity. 
'  The  movement  of  Munich  priests 
presents,  however,  rather  a  con- 
trast to  that  of  Wittenberg.  The 
resolutions  at  Cologne  and  the 
theses  of  Wittenberg  have  little 
in  common.  There  is  no  doubt 
great  moral  earnestness  amongst 
the  leaders,  but  the  movement  is 
chiefly  of  an  intellectual,  theological 
character,  and  the  atmosphere  in 
which  it  lives  is  that  of  IJie  class- 
room. The  exceedingly  conserva- 
tive character  of  the  movement,  the 
moderation  of  its  leaders,  the  in- 
tense care  of  avoiding  anything  like 
revolution  or  schism,  the  lawyer- 
like method  in  which  business  is 
transacted,  the  chief  place  given  in 
the  programme  to  organisation — all 
these  things  distinguish  it  from  the 
movement  of  Luther,  and  seem  at 
first  to  open  up  fair  prospects  of 
success.  But  this  seems  doubtful 
when  we  look  at  the  matter  more 
closely.  That  the  Old  Catholics 
will  not  influence  the  Church  of 
Rome  is  evident  from  the  history  of 
other  similar  movements.  Though 
they  may  say  with  Bossuet,  *  Sainte 
figlise  romaine,  mere  des  eglises 
et  de  tons  les  fideles,  Eglise  choisio 
de  Dieu  pour  unir  ses  enfants 
dans  la  meme  foi  et  dans  la  mo  me 
charity,  nous  tiendrons  toujours  a 
ton  unite  par  le  fond  de  nos  en- 
trailles,'  they  will  always  be  looked 
upon  as  schismatics,  and  will 
have  to  console  themselves  with 
saying,  'Non  schisma  fecimus  sed 
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patamnr/  There  remains,  then, 
^  alternative,  to  follow  the  ex* 
ample  of  the  Old  Catholics  of  Hol- 
knd,  a  body  of  noble  men  who  have 
ki^t  aloof  after  having  confined 
^leir  protest  to  three  points,  and 
who  are  without  inflnence  npon 
B(Hnan  Catholics  or  Protestants,  or 
to  go  on  with  vigorous  reformation, 
that  is  to  draw  nearer  to  Protestant- 
ism, which  is  revolution.  But  of 
course  the  nearer  the  Old  Catholics 
gel  to  Protestantism,  the  more 
difficult  it  will  be  to  conciliate  the 
German  Roman  Catholics. 

Moderate  ra&a.  are  of  some  use  in 
Ae  world,  but  in  a  great  crisis  they 
areoneless.  The  Church  of  Rome 
by  her  latest  development  is  draw^ 
ing  near  to  a  crisis;  the  Churches  of 
the  Beformationhavingproved  signal 
&ihives  are  coming  fast  to  a  crisis. 
At  each  a  moment  we  want  an  EH. 


jah,  not  an  Elisha ;  a  Boanerges,  not 
a  Barnabas.  Such  a  one  will  no 
doubt  arise,  when  the  fulness  of 
time  is  come.  Meanwhile  we  shall 
see,  most  likely,  a  good  many  re- 
actions in  the  Romish  Church,  and 
more  or  less  vigorous  reformatory 
movements.  But  they  will  be 
powerless  to  avert  the  revolution 
which  threatens  us  &om  all  sides. 
*  Hurrah,  the  dead  ride  quickly,' 
says  Lenore — dead  belief,  creeds, 
confessions,  systems,  churches  pass 
out  of  sight. 

What  then  remains?  The  centre 
of  the  Reformation,  Christ;  the 
spirit  of  the  Reformation,  devotion* 
Truth  remains,  ^atpvoey  yeXdaatra^ 
moving  on  calmly  and  patiently, 
sabduing  the  world.  She  has  con- 
quered ;  she  is  victorious.  Let  ^l8 
have  patience ;  she  is  eternal. 

A.  S. 
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JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 


THIS  is  an  age  in  which  it  maj 
well  be  said  that  all  our  an« 
cient  institutions  are  on  their  trial. 
The  spirit  of  enquiry  is  abroad  and 
public  opinion  is  brought  to  bear 
upon  every  conceivable  question. 
It  is  not  sufficient  that  the  origin  of 
an  institution  is  surrounded  by  a 
mist  of  antiquity,  or  that  the  in- 
stitution is  Venerable  by  age.  The 
hand  of  the  Vandal  regards  not 
such  qualifications,  while  the  utili- 
tarian measures  everything  by  rule 
and  compass,  and  the  reformer  is 
ever  ready  to  propose  improvements 
and  changes.  The  Church  has 
been  assailed,  the  Universities  have 
undergone  changes,  the  system  of 
land  tenure  is  threatened,  the  form 
of  government  even  has  been  lately 
discussed  with  a  view  to  a  re- 
modelling. 

But  setting  aside  for  the  present 
the  discussion  of  such  very  im- 
portant topics,  it  may  not  be  al- 
together useless  to  enquire  into  the 
method  of  administering  justice  in 
this  country,  and  more  especially 
by  Justices  of  the  Peace.  *The 
great  unpaid'  as  these  are  fami- 
liarly  called,  have  been  so  often 
found  &ult  with  that  'Justices' 
justice '  has  become  proverbial. 
Of  course  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
there  is  some  justification  for  this. 
The  fault  however  is  not  so  much 
that  of  the  individuals  who  occupy 
the  position  of  Justices  of  the  Peace 
as  it  is  of  the  system  under  which 
they  are  appointed  and  act. 

In  any  government  which  has  a 
pretence  to  stability,  the  conserva- 
tion of  the  peace  and  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  justice  must  ever  be 
considerations  of  primary  import- 
ance, for  without  them  no  order  can 
be  maintained  and  no  government 
can  ever  continue  to  exist.  From 
the  earliest  times  in  the  history 
of  this  country  the  duty  of  pro- 
serving  order  and  of  maintaining 


the  peace  has  devolved  upon  autho- 
rities constituted  for  that  purpose. 
In    the    more    remote    times    the 
interest  of  the  people  in  such  ap- 
pointments was  more  direct  than  it 
is  at  present.      King  Alfred  per- 
haps of  all  othei*s  was  the  most 
instrumental  in    the    creation    of 
officers  to  protect  his  subjects  from 
outrage  and  violence.     At  any  rate 
he   is    universally    credited    with 
having  been  the  promoter  if  not 
actually  the  originator  of  a  great 
number  of  wise   and   politic  pro- 
visions for  the   good  and  orderly 
governance  of  the  country.     Under 
him  the  kingdom  is  said  to  have 
been  first    divided    into    counties, 
hundreds,  tithings,  and  boroughs, 
and  the  system  adopted  for  ruHng 
such    divisions    by  making   every 
man  as  it  were  a  security  amen- 
able to  the  law  for  the  good  be- 
haviour of  his  fellow -man  was — es- 
pecially   at    the     time — eminently 
calculated  to  secure  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  from  violence  and 
wrong    and    their    property   from 
spoliation.      And,  indeed,  if  credit 
may  be  given  to  popular  histories, 
the  state  of  the  country  under  such 
a  system  of  government  fully  proved 
the  sagacity  of  its  rulers  and  the 
efficacy  of  the  system  thus  intro- 
duced.     But  whether  or   not  the 
condition  of  the  country  was  so 
excellent  as    is    portrayed  in  the 
histories  alluded  to,  it  does  seem  to 
me   clear   that   when  a  man  has 
a  direct   interest    in    the   govern- 
ment   of   his    country   he    has    a 
strong  inducement  to  do**  all  in  ^his 
power  to  see  that  no  wrong  is  done, 
and  that  justice  is  vindicated ;  and 
though  the  ancient  system  of  pledges 
would,  under  present  circumstances, 
be  attended  with    difficulties,  and 
perhaps    with    our    increased    po- 
pulation   impracticable,    still    the 
principle  is  an  excellent  one ;  and 
it    may    very    well     be     doubted 
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wlietlier  with  a  modification  to 
mt  the  present  state  of  things 
Bnch  a  system  would  not  work  bet- 
ter and  be  more  fmitfol  of  good  re- 
sults than  the  way  in  which  things 
are  conducted  in  our  day  is  cal- 
culated to  do.  The  claim  upon  the 
ikondred  for  damages  caused  by  a 
mob  or  riotous  gathering  is  the  only 
reKc  now  existing  of  the  ancient 
system  of  frank  pledge  and  its  re- 
sponsibilities. 

Sheriffs,  coroners,  tithingmen, 
borsholders,  and  other  officers  were 
elected  by  the  people  to  preserve 
the  peace  and  to  administer  and 
execute  the  laws  of  the  land  within 
the  limits  of  their  respective  juris- 
dictions. The  right  of  the  people 
thus  to  choose  their  own  officers 
affords  clear  indications  of  the 
democratic  character  of  the  early 
constitution  of  this  country';  and 
until  after  the  Conquest  the  wisdom 
or  jostice  of  this  was  never  called 
in  question.  At  the  Conquest,  how- 
ever, feudalism  with  its  aristocratic 
tendencies  was  introduced  in  fall 
yigour,  and  gradually,  but  with 
a  strong  hand,  the  power  of 
the  sovereign  was  extended,  the 
rights  of  the  people  encroached 
upon  and  public  liberty  curtailed. 
This  was  only  effected  gradually, 
for  the  people  were  not  quite 
blind  to  their  own  interests,  and 
sometimes  their  remonstrances 
made  their  grasping  rulers  hesitate 
in  their  encroachments.  An  at- 
tanpt  was  evidently  made  to  take 
away  their  right  to  elect  sheriffs, 
but  an  Act  was  passed  in  the  28  th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  (c. 
38)  confirming  the  common  law 
&nd  enacting  ^  that  the  people 
should  have  election  of  their  sheriffs 
in  every  shire  where  the  shrievalty 
is  not  of  fee,  if  they  list.'  This, 
however,  was  finally  taken  away  by 
the  9  Ed.  n.  c.  2  for  the  flimsy 
reason  that  the  elections  had  grown 
tumultuous.  But  the  real  reason 
why — the  king  was  desirous  of 
having  the  appointment  of  sheriffs 
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in  his  own  hands — is  evident.  The 
sheriffs  had  then  been  entrusted  with 
the  conduct  of  the  elections  of  Par- 
liamentary representatives,  and  it 
was  only  natural  that  the  sovereign 
should  be  anxious  to  have  some 
control  over  them.  In  the  same  way, 
but  a  little  later,  the  people  were 
deprived  of  their  right  to  elect  con- 
servators of  the  peace;  and  the  only 
ancient  officer  whose  election  now 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
is  the  coroner. 

Conservators  of  the  peace  were 
of  two  classes — those  who  were 
such  virtute  officii^  and  those  who 
were  wardens  or  conservators  ot 
the  peace  simpliciter.  Of  the  for- 
mer class  nothing  need  here  be 
said.  The  latter  derived  their 
power  and  authority  either  by 
prescriptive  tenure,  or  election. 
The  right  to  elect  conservators 
of  the  peace  was  vested  in  the  people 
and  election  was  made  before  ttie 
sheriff  at  the  county  court.  Lam- 
bard  in  his  Eirenarcha  gives  copies 
of  the  writ  to  the  sheriff  command- 
ing him  to  proceed  with  the  election, 
of  the  writ  to  the  bailiff  to  warn 
the  freeholders. of  the  county  to  ap- 
pear at  the  county  court  to  make 
election,  and  also  of  the  writ  to  the 
conservator  so  elected  confirming 
his  election.  The  last  writ  re- 
cited ctrni  vicecomes  et  comrmmitas 
ejusdem  comitatus  eUgerit  vos  in  cuS' 
todem  pads  nostrce  ibidem.  These 
elections — the  frequency  of  which 
nowhere  appears — continued  to  be 
made  up  to  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.,  when  the 
general  Commission  of  the  Peace 
was  taken  into  his  own  hands  by 
the  king. 

Opinions  very  much  differ  as  to 
the  time  when  conservators  of  the 
peace  as  such  were  first  appointed. 
Folydore  Virgil  says  that  justices 
of  the  peace  had  their  beginning  in 
the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror. 
Coke  thought  the  first  appoint- 
ment was  made  in  the  6  Edward  I. 
Mr.  Prynne  dates  their  origin  at 
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thetime'the  agreement  was  made  be- 
tween Edwani  III.  and  his  Barons, 
and  Sir  Henry  Spebnan  is  of  opinion 
that  they  were  not  made  nntil  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward 
in.     If  the  last  named  meant  the 
first  appointment  of  a  conservator 
of  the  peace  by  the  sovereign  by 
commission    he    was  right ;     bat 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they 
were  elected  by  the  people  long 
before  that  date,  as  is  clearly  shown 
by  the  writs  in  Lambard's  work  to 
wnich  allusion  has  just  been  made ; 
and  beyond  a  doubt  even  before 
the  Conquest  these  popular  elections 
took  place.     In  fine  the  fact  that 
they  were  originally  elected  by  the 
snf&ages  of  the  people  raises  the 
presumption  of  an  origin  earlier  in 
date    than   the    period  when    the 
feudal  system  was  introduced  into 
this  country.     This  right  of  elec- 
tion was  not  interfered  with  until 
it  was  partially  done  by  Edward  II. 
so  far  as  concerned  the  shrievalty, 
and  by  Edward  III.  so  far  as  re- 
garded the  appointment  of  the  con- 
servators of  the  peace.  In  the  latter 
case    there    was    no    substantive 
abolition  of  the  right,  but  a  mere 
assumption  of  powers  by  the  king 
into  his  own  hands,  and  an  infer- 
ential abrogation  of  all  conflicting 
rights.    The  reason  why  Edward  II. 
took  to  himself  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing sherifis  has  already  been 
given  ;  and  the  reason  why  Edward 
III.  is  supposed  to  have  thought 
the  appointment  by  himself  of  con- 
servators  of  the   peace   necessary 
was  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing 
any  commotions  which  might  arise 
consequent    on   the    deposition   of 
Edward  II.  and  of  stifling  any  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  justice  or  injustice 
of  seemingly  so  ugly  a  measure. 
As     elections     would     bring    the 
people  together  it  was  inevitable 
that  such  an  opportunity  to  discuss 
recent  events  would  not  be  lost, 
and  as  it  was  highly  probable  that 
the  general  verdict  on  the  deposition 
of  the  late  king  would  be  unfavour- 


able to  himself,  Edward  III.  deemed 
it  a  wise  precaution  for   his  own 
safety  to  put  an  end  to  these  popular 
gatherings ;  and  so  that  by  selecting 
his  own  creatures  to  maintain  the 
peace,  the    stability     of  his    own 
sovereignty     might     be     secured. 
Thus  the  people  were  defrauded  of 
a  right  hitherto  indisputably  theirs, 
and  since  this  hiprh-handed  policv 
of  Edward  the  Third  the  power  of 
appointing  justices  of  the  peace  1ms 
been  exercised  by  the  Crown  alone. 
At  first  there  seems  to  have  been 
no  limit  to  the  number  of  the  war- 
dens or  keepers  of  the  peace  ap- 
pointed by  the  King's  Commission. 
The  Statute  1 8,  Edward  III.,  c.  2, 
required  two    or    three    in   every 
county.     Sixteen  years  later — this 
number,    probably,     having     been 
found  insufl&cient-— it  was  ordained 
by  the  34  Edward  III.,  c.   i,  that 
one   lord,   with    three   or    four  of 
the  best  reputation  in  the  county 
together  with  men  learned  in  the 
law,  should  bo  assigned  for  keeping 
the  peace.     The  office  being  one  of 
considerable    importance,     and    of 
no    little   honour,   and  men  being 
then  as  now  ambitious,  this  num- 
ber was   soon    exceeded,  and   the 
increase  was  so  great  that  it  was 
deemed    expedient   to   curtail    the 
number,  and  this  was  done  by  the 
Statute    12,    Richard    II.,    c.     10, 
which  limited  the  number  to  six  in 
each  county,  besides  the  justices  of 
assize  and  certain  lords  created  by 
Parliament.     Afterwards   this  was 
increased  to  eight  by  the  Statute  14, 
Bichard  II.,  c.  11.     These  statutes 
do  not  appear  to  have  ever  been 
repealed — at  any  rate  not  specifi- 
cally— ^but  there  is  no  doubt  they 
have  become  quite  obsolete,    and 
there  is  now  no  restriction  what- 
ever as  to  the  number  which  may 
be  assigned  on  the  commission  of 
the  peace  in  any  county. 

The  power  of  making  justices  of 
the  peace  is  vested  in  the  sove- 
reign ;'  but  it  is  needless  here  to 
say  that  an  appointment  is  never 
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made  by  the  sovereign  personally. 
Virtually  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as 
Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  has  the 
assignment  entirely  in  his  own 
bands.  And  instead  of  the  country 
baving  a  voice  in  the  nomination  of 
persons  for  the  office,  the  only 
recommendation  required  and  the 
only  recommendation  generally 
receivable,  is  a  nomination  by  the 
Lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  whereupon 
the  commission  is  made  out,  as  a 
rale,  as  a  matter  of  course.  In- 
deed, not  only  have  the  people  no 
TCBce  in  the  nomination,  but  it  has 
happened  that  where  the  people  felt 
stnmgly  against  the  appointment 
of  an  individual  as  justice  of  the 
pau^  and  memorialised  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  latter  considered  it 
hisduty  to  please  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
rather  than  to  grant  the  petition  of 
the  people.  It  is  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain how,  when,  or  wherefore  this 
privilege  of  nominating  persons  as 
JTutices  of  the  peace  came  to  be 
exercised  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
whose  office  is  more  of  a  military 
oatare  than  civil,  and  certainly  a 
nmdi  more  modem  one  than  that  of 
justice  of  the  peace.  There  can, 
however,  be  no  question  that  it 
gives  immense  power  and  influence 
to  Lords  Lieut^iant ;  and  consider- 
ing that  most  of  these  are  promi- 
nent and  zealous  members  of  either 
of  the  two  great  political  parties 
and  often,  if  not  generally,  members 
of  either  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
nent;  and  considering  how  high 
]K)Htical  feelings  run  sometimes  in 
counties  and  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant holds  his  position  for  life,  it 
is  not  exactly  a  matter  of  surprise 
to  find  political  bias  in  very  strong 
rdief  in  these  nominations — and 
the  magistracy  of  a  county  often  of 
a  very  marked  type — either  very 
Mne  or  very  red,  in  strict  unison 
with  the  political  party  to  which 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  may  belong, 
diqueism  also  is  very  powerful. 
^bixy  men  pre-eminently  qualified 


are  often  conspicuous  by  their  ab^ 
sence  from  the  commission  of  the 
peace,  because  they  happen  to  differ 
in  politics  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
or  are  not  on  the  best  terms  with  a 
clique  of  which  the  latter  forms  the 
centre,  or  care  not  to  trouble  them- 
selves in  getting  their  claims  sub- 
mitted to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
while  in  almost  every  commission 
there  are  numbers  of  persons  who 
are  there  simply  on  account  of  their 
Whiggism  or  Toryism,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  because  of  their  posses- 
sions. 

This  leads  us  to  the  consideration 
of  the  qualifications  necessary  for 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  The  first 
statute  for  the  assignment  of  war- 
dens of  the  peace  (aa  justices  were 
then  called) — i  Edward  IIL,  statute 
2,  c.  1 6— required  such  as  were 
appointed  should  be  'good  men 
and  lawful,  which  be  no  maintainers 
of  evil,  or  barretours  in  the  coun- 
try.' Later  statutes  of  the  same 
reign  required  them  to  be  of  the 
best  reputation  and  the  most  sub- 
stantial in  the  county;  and  the 
13  Richard  II.,  statute  i,  c.  7,  or- 
dained that  justices  of  tiie  peace 
should  then  be  made  of  new  in  all 
places,  because,  it  is  presumed,  some 
names  had  crept  into  the  com- 
mission that  were  not  deemed 
qualified  for  the  office,  and  these 
were  to  be  made  of  the  most  suffi- 
cient knights,  esquires,  and  men  of 
the  law.  It  was  not,  however,  until 
the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI.  that  a  fixed  property 
qualification  was  finally  determined 
upon.  The  eleventh  chapter  of  the 
statutes  passed  in  that  year,  after 
reciting  that  by  various  earlier 
statutes  it  had  been  ordained  that 
in  every  county  should  be  assigned 
of  the  most  worthy  of  the  same 
counties  to  keep  the  peace,  &c.,  but 
that  notwithstanding  there  had 
crept  into  the  commission  'some 
of  small  having  (petit  cwoir)  by 
whom  the  people  will  not  be  go- 
verned nor  ruled,  and  some  for  their 
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necessity  do  great  extortion  and 
oppreBsion  upon  the  people  whereof 
great  inconvenience  be  likelj  to 
rise  daily  if  the  King  thereof  do 
not  provide  remedy,'  and  having 
further  recited  that  the  King  was 
willing  against  snch  inconveniences 
to  provide  remedy,  ordained  :  *That 
no  justice  of  the  peace  within  the 
realm  of  England  in  any  county 
shall  be  assigned  or  deputed,  if  he 
have  not  lands  or  tenements  to  the 
value  of  2ol,  by  the  year.'  There 
was,  however,  this  farther  proviso, 
*  that  if  there  be  not  sufficient  per- 
sons, having  lands  and  tenements  to 
the  value  aforesaid,  learned  in  the 
law  and  of  good  governance  within 
any  such  county,  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  England  for  the  time 
being  shall  have  power  to  put  other 
discreet  persons,  learned  in  the  law, 
in  such  commissions  though  they 
have  not  lands  or  tenements  to  the 
value  aforesaid.'  The  property 
quaUfication  thus  rendered  neces- 
sary remained  unaltered  until  the 
S  George  11.,  cap.  i8,  which  en- 
acted that  no  justice  of  the  peace 
should  be  appointed  who  had  not  a 
freehold  or  copyhold  estate  to  and 
for  his  own  use  in  possession  for 
life,  or  for  some  greater  estate  either 
in  law  or  equity,  or  an  estate  for 
years  determinable  on  a  life  or  lives, 
or  for  a  certain  term  originally  cre- 
ated for  twenty-one  years  or  more 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  looZ. 
over  and  above  what  will  satisfy 
and  discharge  all  incumbrances  af- 
fecting the  same.  By  the  18 
George  11.,  cap.  20,  which  is  the 
Act  at  present  in  force  (subject  to  a 
pai'tial  repeal  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment passed  in  187 1  to  which  refe- 
rence will  hereafter  be  made),  the 
same  qualification  is  rendered  ne- 
cessary :  but  with  this  addition  or 
modification,  that  any  persons  en- 
titled to  an  immediate  reversion  or 
remainder  in  lands,  &c,  of  the  value 
of  300L  a  year  may  be  assigned  on 
the  commission  of  the  peace.  An 
oath,  as  prescribed  by  the  Act  last 


referred  to,  to  this  effect  must  be 
made  by  every  person  on  quaUfying 
himself  as  a  justice,  and  if  anyone 
acts  without  this  qualification,  he 
is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  looL,  and 
the  proof  of  the  qualification  is 
made  to  lie  on  the  defendant.  Thus 
it  has  come  to  pass  that  a  mere 
property  qualification — without  any 
regard  to  a  special  knowledge  of 
the  duties  of  the  office  or  even 
possession  of  common  sense — ^is  all 
that  is  now  required  to  enable  a 
person  to  occupy  one  of  the  most 
important  offices  in  the  country,  to 
become  an  administrator  of  the 
law  and  an  arbiter  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people.  It  is  indeed  a  most 
remarkable  thing  that  in  a  country 
like  this,  so  proud  of  its  freedom 
and  liberties,  and  so  boastful  of  the 
excellence  of  its  laws — ^a  mere  pro- 
perty qualification — ^the  possession 
of  so  many  broad  acres  and  friend- 
ship with  an  irresponsible  official 
like  the  Lord  Lieutenant — should 
be  all  that  is  necessary  to  enable  a 
man  to  become  a  judge  over  his 
fellow-men. 

It  was  not  always  so.  Oar  ances- 
tors were  in  this  respect  more  saga- 
cious than  we  are.  The  whole  tenourof 
the  ancient  law  was  most  decidedly 
in  favour  of  the  qualification  of  learn- 
ing, and  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
the  land  was  deemed  necessary. 
When  the  right  of  election  was 
vested  in  the  people,  of  course  every 
precaution  was  taken  to  appoint 
the  fittest  men  for  such  an  im- 
portant office,  or  if  not,  the  people 
had  only  themselves  to  blame.  And 
when  the  sovereign  took  the  matter 
into  his  own  hands  the  public  weal 
and  interest  was  at  any  rate  so  far 
studied  that  mere  wealth  and  in- 
fluence were  not  sufficient  quali- 
fications for  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace.  In  all  the  early  com- 
missions there  were  sages  of  the 
law  assigned.  The  18  Edward  HI., 
st.  2,  c.  2,  which  enacted  that  two 
or  three  of  the  best  of  reputation  in 
every  county  should  be  assigned 
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keepers  of  the  peace  by  the  king's 
oommission,  took  care  to  provide 
^  the  determining  of  felonies 
and  trespasses  done  against  the 
peace  in  the  same  connties  should 
be  done  by  the  same  loith  other  wise 
and  teamed  in  the  law.  These  wise 
men,  learned  in  the  law,  were  not 
meie  assessors  or  clerks  but  were 
in  the  commission,  and  without 
them  no  cases  of  the  higher  or 
graver  class  could  be  dealt  with  or 
disposed  of.  The  34  Edward  III., 
c.  I,  also  required  some  men  learned 
in  the  law  to  be  joined  in  the  com- 
mission in  every  county,  together 
with  one  lord  and  three  or  four  of 
the  most  worthy  in  the  shire.  By 
the  17  Rich.  IL,  c.  10,  it  was 
q)ecifically  enacted  that  in  every 
commission  of  the  peace  through- 
out the  realm,  two  men  learned  in 
the  law,  of  the  same  county  where 
such  commission  should  be  issued, 
should  be  assigned  to  go  and 
pnxjeedto  the  deHverance  of  thieves 
and  felons  as  often  as  should  be 
deemed  expedient;  and  the  same 
i  tender  care  for  the  due  administra- 
tion of  justice  is  manifestly  clear 
from  the  whole  tone  of  the  18 
Henry  VI.,  c.  11 — indeed  the 
only  construction  which  the  last- 
named  Act  is  reasonably  ca- 
pable of  is,  that  though  it  required 
a  property  qualification,  such  a 
qualification  alone  was  not  sufficient, 
but  was  to  be  united  in  every 
person  nominated  to  the  office  with 
the  higher  qualification  of  an  ac- 
qnaintance  with  the  laws  which  as 
justice  of  the  peace  he  would  be 
called  upon  to  administer.  The 
earlier  statutes  do  not  convey  this 
idea  so  distinctly  as  the  last-named 
Act,  but  it  was  always  held  ne- 
cessary that  a  certain  number  of 
Boen  skilled  in  the  law  should  be 
included  in  every  commission. 
They  formed  what  was  called  the 
Quorum.  Two  justices  were  ne- 
cessary to  determine  all  the  more 
important  cases  in  ancient  times, 
and  of  the  two  in  every  case  one 


was  bound  to  be  of  the  Quorum — 
thus  affording  a  guarantee  that  the 
decision  in  every  case  would  be  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  the  land  and 
not  according  to  the  whim  or  caprice 
of  an  ignorant  justice.  Lambard  in 
his  JB^iVenarc^a,  to  which  allusion  has 
already  been  made,  says  that  *  those 
of  the  Quorum  were  wont  (and  not 
without  just  cause)  to  be  chosen 
especially  for  their  knowledge  in 
the  laws  of  the  land  ; '  and  further, 
in  the  quaint  style  of  the  period,  he 
justifies  this  :  — '  For,  albeit  a 
discrete  person  (not  conversant 
in  the  studio  of  the  lawes)  may 
sufficiently  follow  sundrie  par- 
ticular du^ctions  concerning  this 
service  of  the  peace,  yet  when 
the  proceeding  must  be  by  way  of 
presentment  upon  the  evidence  of 
witnesses  and  the  oaths  of  jurors 
and  by  the  order  of  hearing  and 
determining  according  to  the 
straight  rule  and  course  of  law,  it 
must  be  confessed  that  learning  in 
the  lawes  is  so  necessary  a  light, 
as  without  the  which,  all  the  labour 
is  but  groping  in  the  darke,  the 
end  whereof  must  needes  be  errour 
and  dangerous  falling.* 

Lambard  published  his  work  over 
two  hundred  and  ^fty  years  ago, 
and  it  must  be  confessed,  if  we 
consider  how  matters  have  since 
changed,  that  there  has  been  a '  dan- 
gerous falling ; '  for  since  his  day 
the  Quorum,  though  existing  in 
name  up  to  a  session  or  two  ago, 
no  longer  existed  in  reality,  and  no 
guarantee  whatever  remained  that 
they  of  the  Quorum  were  in  any 
way  whatever  acquainted  with  the 
laws  they  had  to  administer.  In- 
deed the  contrary  was  the  fact ;  for 
of  late  the  practice  was  to  name  all 
in  the  commission  of  the  peace 
simply  in  the  first  instance  and 
to  name  them  over  again  as  of 
the  Quorum  omitting  from  the 
latter  list  one  or  two  names  for  the 
sake  of  appearance.  How  this  came 
about  it  is  difficult  to  understand, 
but  with  the  laxity  which  generally 
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permeates  a  system  in  itself  faulty, 
it  is  very  easy  for  matters  from  bad 
to  become  worse.  And  now  even 
the  semblance  of  the  Quorum  is 
gone.  By  an  Act  passed  two  Ses- 
sions ago  (introduced  by  the  present 
Lord  Chancellor)  the  Quorum  is 
entirely  swept  away  and  all  magis- 
trates are,  by  their  commission, 
equal  and  have  the  same  powers. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  in  earlier 
times  every  precaution  was  taken 
that  only  men  duly  qualified  should 
be  appointed,  while  with  us  who 
live  in  better  and  more  enlightened 
times  no  precaution  whatsoever  is 
deemed  necessary  so  long  as  a 
man  has  the  requisite  property 
qualification.  It  might  be  fancied 
that  an  improved  public  opinion, 
aided  by  an  intelligent  and  indepen- 
dent Press,  would  not  have  re- 
mained so  long  without  having 
effected  a  much  needed  change  in 
this  important  matter — a  change 
which  should  at  any  rate  place  us 
in  as  good  a  position  as  our  remote 
ancestors.  And  it  is  very  strange 
that  the  only  measure  of  late  which 
had  for  its  object  any  improvement 
in  this  respect  elicited  no  mark  of 
public  approbation,  indeed,  was  not 
even  discussed,  but  fell,  still-bom, 
as  it  were,  from  its  promoter's 
hand  and  was  withdrawn  after  a 
first  reading.  Reference  is  made 
to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle's  Bill  in 
1870  for  repealing  the  Act  requiring 
property  qualification,  a  Bill  excel- 
lent and  fair  in  its  principle, 
so  fiEtr  as  it  went,  but  falling 
fiw  short  of  the  requirements  of 
the  case.  It  would  of  course  re- 
move a  gross  injustice  but  it  would 
not  secure  a  much  better  adminis- 
tration of  justice. 

It  is  very  difficult,  almost  impossi- 
ble, to  account  for  the  pubhc  indif- 
ference in  a  matter  of  such  moment. 
Many  scandals  and  gross  acts  of 
injustice,  popularly  known  as  'Jus- 
tices* justice,'  have  from  time  to 
time  been  exposed  in  the  papers, 
but  beyond  raising  a  passing  angry 


controversy,  such  exposures  have  as 
yet  produced  no  fruit.  No  action 
has  been  taken  by  the  public  in  the 
matter.  Surely  it  is  full  time  that 
some  able  and  persevering  politician 
should  take  this  subject  np  with  a 
determination  to  effect  a  change 
which  would  give  greater  security  to 
the  subject.  Besides,  the  times  are 
very  different  to  what  they  were. 
Originally  the  jurisdiction  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  was  very  limi- 
ted, while  now  they  are  enabled 
summarily  to  dispose  of  almost 
every  case  that  can  possibly  be 
brought  before  them.  If,  there- 
fore, in  a  more  unenlightened  age 
only  men  having  special  knowledge 
of  the  law  were  appointed  as  jus- 
tices— or  at  any  rate  it  was  neces- 
sary in  trying  every  case  of  felony, 
that  one  of  the  justices  should  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  law — and  this  at 
a  time  when  their  duties  were  not 
by  any  means  so  great,  nor  their 
jurisdiction  by  any  means  so  ex- 
tensive, as  at  present — if  under 
such  circumstances  such  guarantees 
were  deemed  necessary  to  secure  the 
public  confidence,  how  far  more  ne- 
cessary is  it  now  that  only  quahfied 
men  should  be  appointed  when  the 
jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
at  Quarter  Sessions  falls  scarcely 
short  in  criminal  matters  of  ihe 
jurisdiction  of  the  Judges  of  Assize, 
and  when  so  very  large  a  propor- 
tion of  our  criminal  cases  are  triable 
and  constantly  tried  by  the  former, 
both  at  Petty  and  at  Quarter  Sessionfi. 
I  doubt  whether  among  the  insti- 
tutions of  this  country — varied  as 
they  are — there  is  anything  so  ut- 
terly indefensible  as  the  present 
system  of  appointing  justices  of  the 
peace.  It  is  true,  in  veiy  populous 
counties  there  are  generally,  where 
practicable,  appointed  as  Chairmen 
of  Quarter  Sessions  gentlemen  who 
as  barristers  are  supposed  to  have 
had  a  legal  training ;  but  in  many 
instances  they  are  barristers  only  in 
name,  totally  ignorant  of  even  the 
elementary  principles  of  law ;  while 
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in  manj  other  counties  there  are 
Chairmen  who  are  lawyers  neither 
in  name  or  in  fact,  and  who,  *  good 
honest  men,'  make  no  pretence  that 
they  are  either.  We  have  not  one 
word  to  saj  against  these  men,  who 
no  doubt  often  feel  acutely  their  own 
anomalous  position.  We  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  they  are  con- 
scientious, and,  so  far  as  the  light 
that  is  in  them,  painstaking  men, 
whose  aim  and  endeavour  is  to  ad- 
minister justice  fairly  and  impar- 
tially; but  that  they  often  commit 
grave  errors  cannot  be  denied.  And 
this  has  brought  about  a  want  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the 
public  which  is  fatal  to  the  due 
administration  of  justice.  Still  it 
is  not  of  the  men  we  complain. 
It  is  not  their  conduct  we  impugn, 
for  it  would  be  absurd  to  expect 
anything  better.  But  it  is  the  sys- 
tem which  permits  men  so  incom- 
petent to  sit  as  expounders  of  law 
and  as  administrators  of  justice. 
And  by  the  term  incompetent  it  is 
not  intended  to  disparage  them  in 
the  least,  or  to  insinuate  that  they 
are  men  of  inferior  calibre — ^which 
in  tiie  majority  of  cases  would  be 
imtme;  but  it  would  be  strange  if 
persons  who  have  not  systematically 
studied  law,  or  accustomed  them- 
sdyes  to  weigh  evidence,  were  com- 
petent to  unravel  the  tangled  skeins 
of  legal  difficulties  which  often 
puzzle  men  who  have  devoted  their 
lives  to  its  study.  In  answer  to 
this  it  is  maintained  that  with 
the  present  property  qualification 
we  secure  the  services  of  the 
wealthy,  most  of  whom  have  been 
trained  at  the  Universities — all  of 
whom  have  received  a  liberal  edu- 
<^on.  But  what  has  liberal  educa- 
tion to  do  with  it?  The  law  is  a 
science  so  peculiar  that,  unless  the 
niind  has  been  thoroughly  trained 
in  its  study,  the  chances  are  that 
anyone  attempting  to  dabble  with 
it  will  be  constantly  *  groping,' 
as  Lambard  1ms  it,  '  in  t£e  dark,' 
*nd  eventually  come  to  grie£    And 


to  contend  that  because  a  man  has 
had  a  liberal  education  he  is  capa- 
ble of  expounding  our  law — ^with  all 
its  niceties  and  all  its  technicalities 
— ^is  as  absurd  as  it  would  be  to  con- 
tend that  because  a  theologian  has 
received  a  liberal  education  he  is 
quite  as  competent  as  an  astronomer 
to  expound  the  laws  which  govern 
the  heavens. 

No  one  is  now  disqualified  from 
being  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace  if  he  is  in  possession  of  the 
necessary  property  qualification. 
No  matter  what  may  be  one's  call- 
ing or  profession.  But  curiously 
enough,  up  to  the  very  last  Session 
of  Parliament,  solicitors  and  proc- 
tors— the  very  irien  one  would  think, 
who  would  be  best  qualified  for  the 
office  were  ineligible  for  the  magis- 
tracy. Their  incapacity  was  a 
statutory  enactment  dating  back  to 
the  first  statute  of  George  11.,  to 
which  reference  has  already  been 
made.  The  grounds  why  they 
were  rendered  ineligible  are  mani- 
fest. By  an  Act,  however,  passed 
in  the  Session  of  Parliament  of  187 1 
this  exception  has  been  removed ; 
and  with  the  restriction  that  no 
solicitor  who  is  in  the  conmiis- 
sion,  or  his  partner  are  to  practise 
in  the  courts  of  the  district  in 
which  he  may  be  assigned  as  a 
justice,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  Act  in  question  will  have  a 
most  salutary  and  beneficial  influ- 
ence inasmuch  as  it  will  secure  the 
appearance  on  the  bench  of  men 
trained  to  the  work. 

Though  now,  therefore,  all  ex- 
ceptions have  been  removed,  still 
there  are  callings  which  subject 
those  belonging  to  them  who  are  in 
the  commission  of  the  peace  to 
certain  restrictions.  And  this  on 
the  ground  of  interest.  One  of 
the  fundamental  maxims  of  our 
law  is  that  no  one  may  be  a  judge 
in  his  own  cause  (Twmo  debet  esse 
judex  m  proprid  ccmsd),  and  it  is  in 
furtherance  of  this  excellent  maxim 
that  a  class  interest  is  occasionally 
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made  sjnonjmons  ivitli  an  indi- 
-vidnal  interest.  For  instance,  no 
o'wner  of  a  factory  can  sit  as  a  jus- 
tice to  try  a  case  arising  under  the 
Factory  Acts.  No  owner  of  a  mine 
can  hear  a  case  arising  under  the 
Mines  Inspection  Acts.  No  miller 
or  baker  may  try  cases  under  the 
Bread  and  Flour  Act.  Under  the 
Truck  Act  there  are  disqualifica- 
tions. No  brewer,  distiller,  or  malt- 
ster can  as  a  magistrate  take  a  part 
in  the  granting  of  licences  to  public- 
houses.  In  some  instances  the  dis- 
qnalification  is  made  to  extend  to 
perEons  who  are  allied  by  blood  or 
marriage,  or  in  partnership  with 
persons  so  prohibited.  Lord  West- 
bury  while  he  was  Lord  Chancellor 
is  said  to  have  expressed  an  opinion 
that  brewers  should  not  bo  in  the 
commission  of  the  peace  at  all, 
because  of  the  influence  they  might 
bring  to  bear  on  the  granting  of 
licences  to  public-houses — the  sonrce 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  crime  of 
the  country ;  and  during  the  time  he 
held  the  Great  Seal  no  brewer,  we 
believe,  was  made  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  No  other  chancellor  has 
gone  the  length  of  Lord  Westbury 
m  this  respect,  but  it  is  evident 
that  our  legislature  looks  with  a 
certain  degree  of  distrust  on  the 
influence  which  men  of  certain 
callings  may,  as  justices,  exercise 
on  the  trial  of  cases  connected  with 
their  trades  or  avocations.  But  the 
principle  is  not  carried  out  to  any- 
thing like  its  full  extent.  For  in- 
stance, the  great  majority  of  county 
justices  are  large  landed-proprietors 
and  almost  invariably  strict  pre- 
servers of  game;  still  they  are 
allowed  to  adjudicate  on  all  ques- 
tions of  poaching  or  trespassing  in 
pursuit  of  game.  Of  course  the 
maxim  above  quoted  prevents  the 
prosecutor  from  sitting  as  judge- 
though  it  is  said  cases  have  occurred 
where  even  this  equitable  maxim 
has  been  ignored.  But  is  it  not 
almost  as  bad  that  other  magis- 
trates who,  as  strict  game  preserv- 


ers in  a  particular  locality,  have  a 
direct  interest  in  putting  down 
poaching  in  their  neighbourhood, 
should  be  allowed  to  try  poachers  ? 
Possibly  they  all  try  to  do  their 
duty  fairly  and  impartially ;  but  so 
long  as  human  nature  is  what  it  is, 
and  so  long  as  game  preserving  is 
protected  by  law,  the  decisions  of  a 
game-preserving  magistracy  will  be 
more  or  less  tainted  by  prejudice 
and  harshness.  The  game  laws  are 
utterly  indefensible,  and  their  con- 
tinuance is  no  credit  to  the  legisla- 
ture and  extends  crime,  but  wliile 
they  remain  in  force  we  should 
at  any  rate  endeavour  to  secure 
justice  which  will  be  above  sus- 
picion, and  this  may  well  be  de^ 
spaired  of  if  the  offender  is  tried 
by  a  game-preserving  fraternity. 
Mr.  Seeley  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  introduce,  at  the  last  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  a  Bill  to  trans- 
fer to  Judges  of  the  County  Courts 
the  jurisdiction  now  exercised  by 
justices  of  the  peace  in  criminal 
cases  nnder  the  Acts  relating  to 
game.  But  he  did  not  do  so.  This 
would  be  an  improvement,  though 
we  would  far  rather  see  the  total 
abohtion  of  the  game  laws.  It 
may  be  contended  that  the  above 
argument  is  unsound,  and  that  the 
magistrates  who  happen  to  be  game- 
preserv^ers  have  no  more  direct  in- 
terest inputting  down  poachers  than 
magistrates  who  possess  any  other 
property  have  in  putting  down 
stealing,  anfl  that  there  is  the  san>e 
chance  of  a  fair  decision  when  a 
poacher  is  tried  as  when  a  thief  is 
the  subject  of  trial.  But  this  is 
mere  casuistry.  The  difference  is 
really  a  substantial  one.  It  will  be 
at  once  manifest  to  anyone  who 
will  seriously  consider  the  subject. 
In  many  other  instances  which 
could  be  named  there  is  a  consider- 
able danger  of  the  failure  of  justice. 
Magistrates,  not  from  personal  in- 
terest, but  from  class  interest — ^which 
often  exercises  as  powerftil  an  influ- 
ence over  the  mind  as  where  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


Justices  of  the  Peace. 


169 


individnal  is  more  directly  con- 
cemed  —  are  sometimes  carried 
away  by  t^eir  class  prejudices  to  do 
what  may  be  not  strictly  just. 

This  is,  however,  off  the  subject. 
All  these  are  only  so  many  anomalies 
and  incongruities  in  a  system  utteriy 
faulty,  and  even  if  they  were  removed 
would  in  fact  be  only  as  so  many 
patches.  And  it  is  very  question- 
able whether  the  policy  of  patching 
a  system  so  much  at  variance  with 
the  tendencies  and  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  age  is  desirable, 
and  whether  it  would  answer.  It 
might  silence  for  a  while  opposition 
to  the  system  ;  but  beyond  that,  it 
would  result  in  no  practical  good. 

'The  unpaid  magistracy,'  says 
Mr.  W.  R.  Greg,  a  very  moderate 
critic,  *is'  a  relic  of  past  days 
which  is  unsuitable  to  the  vastly 
enlarged  requirements  of  the  pre- 
sent. .  .  .  The  gentlemen  who 
discharge  the  gravest  and  some- 
times most  difficult  function  of  the 
judge,  are  nearly  all  untrained 
men.  If  lawyers,  they  are  so  only 
as  having  nominally  been  called  to 
the  Bar,  or  having  attended  a  cir- 
cuit or  two  as  spectators.  They 
trust  to  their  common  sense  and 
their  natural  feelings,  depend  upon 
their  .clerk  for  the  announcement 
and  interpretation  of  the  law.  On 
the  whole  they  fall  into  fewer  er- 
rors and  give  fewer  questionable 
decisions  fiian  could  be  expected 
.  .  .  and  it  is  only  [in  rare 
cases  that  the  full  inadequacy  and 
anomaly  of  our  magisterial  arrange- 
ments are  brought  into  clear  light.' 

This,  at  any  rate,  is  taking  the 
most  temperate  view  of  the  matter. 
'  On  the  whole  they  fall  into  fewer 
errors  and  give  fewer  questionable 
decisions  than  could  be  expected  !  * 
Why  should  Judges  be  expected  to 
give  any  questionable  decisions  ? 
Nothing  tends  so  much  to  shake  all 
feith  and  confidence  in  the  admin- 
istration pf  justice  as  the  periodical 
exposure  of  the  'inadequacy  and 
anomaly  of  our  magisterial  arrange- 


ments '  by  means  of  *  questionable 
decisions.*  The  reign  of  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Shallow  and  of  Mr.  Nupkins 
has  been  long  enough.  The  pub- 
lic have  no  confidence  in  their 
decisions.  They  perhaps  satisfied 
the  requirements  of  a  ruder  ase, 
but  are  quite  incompatible  with 
the  present  times ;  and  it  is  full 
time  that  the  subject  should  be 
thoroughly  considered  with  a  view 
to  a  remodelling.  In  no  other 
country  is  the  administration  of 
justice  left  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  untrained  and  unqualified  judges. 
In  no  other  country — despotic 
or  otherwise — ^would  such  a  sys- 
tem as  ours  be  tolerated.  The 
British  public  are  long-suf- 
fering and  patient,  not  by  any 
means  eager  for  changes ;  and 
to  this  is  due  the  fact  that,  in  this 
respect,  matters  stand  thus  in  the 
nineteenth  century.  It  is  quite 
clear  it  cannot  remain  so  much 
longer.  If  there  is  one  thing  cer- 
tain, it  is  the  fact  that  the  unpaid 
system  is  doomed — that  sooner  or 
later  it  must  give  way — unless  in- 
deed (a  contingency  by  no  means 
probable  however)  patriotism  in- 
duce qualified  lawyers  to  give  their 
services  gratuitously,  and  even  in 
that  case  the  existing  state  of  affairs 
must  cease  to  exist. 

The  only  remedy  for  the  evil  is 
the  appointment  of  stipendiary 
magistrates  throughout  the  coun- 
try. This  has  already  been  done 
in  the  metropolitan  districts,  and 
most  of  the  large  towns  throughout 
the  Kingdom  have  followed  the 
example.  All  our  stipendiary  ma- 
gistrates are  efficient  and  thorough- 
ly qualified  men — not  mere  nominal 
barristers,  but  carefully  selected 
from  the  number  of  those  actually 
practising  at  the  bar.  And  sa 
well  has  this  partial  change  an- 
swered, that  though  in  many  in- 
stances this  has  been  so  for  over 
thirty  years,  no  complaints  have 
been  made  and  no  &ult  has  been 
found  with  their  decisions. 
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The  great  objection  that  would 
undoubtedly  be  raised  against  the 
adoption  of  the  stipendiary  system 
generally  would  be  the  expense  that 
the  ratepayers  or  the  country  would 
be  put  to.  The  question  of  expense 
as  weighed  against  the  security 
which  the  due  administration  of 
justice  would  aflford  is  unworthy  of  a 
great  nation,  but  let  us  by  no  means 
disregard  the  objection.  It  is  a 
weighty  one.  No  change  unless  abso- 
lutely wanted  which  would  increase 
taxation  would  be  tolerated.  But  it 
is  not  quite  certain  that  the  change 
proposed  would  entail  much  greater 
expense  than  the  country  is  put  to 
by  the  unpaid  system.  For  very 
often  persons  are  conmiitted  for 
trial  and  kept  in  prison  some- 
times for  nearly  the  whole  period 
between  two  assizes,  who  ought 
never  to  have  been  committed,  and 
the  charge  against  whom  is  instantly 
ignored  when  it  comes  before  a 
higher  tribunal.  The  cost  of  keep- 
ing such  prisoners  is  not  inconside- 
rable, and  if  comparison  be  made 
between  the  few  bills  ignored  where 
the  committing  magistrate  is  a  sti- 
pendiary and  the  number  ignored 
where  the  ordinary  county  magis- 
trates have  committed,  it  may  well 
be  contended  that  the  question  of 
cost  would  be  much  reduced.  Be- 
sides, we  shall  not  require  a  very 


large  staff  of   stipendiaries.      The 
county    court    circuits    are    most 
efficiently  worked  by  a  small  staff 
of  judges,    and    the     civil     work 
done    by    them    is    quite    as    ex- 
tensive— nay,   in  our    opinion    far 
more  so— than  is  the  criminal  work 
done   by    justices    of    the    peace. 
And  even  if  more  stipendiaries  were 
wanted  than  the  number  of  county 
court   judges,  it  would  still  be   a 
small  staff.     All  the  incidental  work 
would  be  done  by  the  clerks  of  the 
district,  who,  in  their  new   func- 
tions,  would    much    resemble    re- 
gistrars   of    county    courts — only 
without    their   delegated    judicial 
powers.     On  the  whole  such  a  sys- 
tem would  work  most  admirably, 
would  not  be  much  more  expensive 
to  the  ratepayers  (if  at  all),  would 
secure  the  maintenance  of  the  peace, 
protect  life   and    liberty,   win    the 
confidence  of  the  public  in  the  im- 
partiality of  justice,  and  put  us  on  a 
level    in   this  respect  with    other 
countries.     We  have  refrained  from 
entering  into  detail  as  to  the  ma- 
chinery to  be  adopted — our  object 
has  been  to  show  that  we  are  now 
much  worse  off  than  our  ancestors 
were,  that  a  change   is   desirable, 
and  to   indicate    the   direction   in 
which    this  reform   should  be    ef- 
fected. 

J.  R.  P. 
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rERE  is  no  one  so  bad,  but 
some  good  may  be  said  of  him. 
E?en  in  the  case  of  the  Arch- 
Enemy  the  world  in  its  liberality 
has  admitted  that  he  may  not  be  so 
black  as  he  is  painted.  Bat  ex- 
iareme  views  are  taken  of  extreme 
characters.  The  advocatus  IHo^ 
holi  is  not  content  with  having 
shown  the  candidate  for  canonisa- 
tion to  be  unmeet  for  saintship 
nnless  he  has  clearly  made  him  out 
to  be  a  reprobate  at  the  same  time. 
And  this  tendency  is  still  further 
exaggerated  when  public  feelings 
are  mixed  up  in  the  estimate.  The 
character  of  a  party  hero  can  be 
referred  to  no  middle  standard.  In 
exactly  the  same  proportion  as  he 
is  praised  by  his  partisans  he  is 
abused  by  his  opponents ;  and  the 
assertion  of  his  virtues  on  the  one 
side  is  accepted  by  the  other  as  a 
direct  challenge  to  enumerate  his 
Tices. 

A  curious  illustration  of  this  has 
lately  been  afforded  by  a  contro- 
versy concerning  the  Hindoo  di- 
vinity Jagannath.  The  question, 
which  at  first  related  to  the  mo- 
rality or  immorality  of  his  worship, 
has  at  length  been  transferred  to 
the  personal  character  of  the  god. 
Jagannath,  as  is  well  known,  has 
not  hitherto  borne  the  best  of  repu- 
tations ;  but  mythic  immortals  have 
been  maligned  before  this  time,  and 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  pos- 
terity wiU  reverse  the  verdict  which 
Anglo-Indians  have  been  wont  to 
pass  upon  '  Jagannath  and  his  car.' 
We  know  that  the  early  Christian 
Evangelists  showed  considerable 
prejudice  as  well  as  temper  in  their 
treatment  of  the  Olympic  pantheon ; 
that  they  put  a  more  un&vourable 
construction  upon  the  characters  of 
its  members  than  was  warranted  by 
classic  scripture;  and  that  the 
eiliical  systems  of  heathenism  re- 
ceivedvery  scanty  justice  at  their 


hands.  Our  Indian  missionaries 
have  frequently  laid  themselves 
open  to  the  same  censure  with  even 
less  excuse  in  these  days  of  Uberal- 
ity  than  the  men  who  laid  the  foun- 
dations of  our  faith  in  the  Dark 
Ages.  When  Ward,  the  venerable 
Baptist  missionary  of  Serampore, 
published  his  great  work  upon  the 
history,  literature,  and  mythology 
of  the  Hindoos,  he  gave  such  undue 
prominence  to  the  obscener  parts  of 
their  traditions  and  morals,  that 
Henry  Martyn  jocularly  suggested 
the  text,  *  And  the  dirt  came  out ' 
(Judges  iii.  22),  as  the  most  appo- 
site motto  that  could  be  found  for 
the  book. 

Some  allowance  is,  of  course,  to 
be  made  for  the  feelings  of  men 
who  pass  their  lives  in  a  hot  com- 
bat with  heathenism ;  and  it  could 
hardly  be  expected  of  ordinary 
mortals  that  in  such  a  position 
their  judgments  could  be  kept  alto- 
gether free  from  bias.  But  from 
the  prejudiced  and  iUiberal  treat- 
ment of  another  faith  Christianity 
receives  no  assistance.  The  simple 
assertion  of  its  intrinsic  religious 
and  ethical  superiority  will  do  infi- 
nitely more  to  forward  the  mission- 
ary cause  than  captious  and  un- 
generous attacks  upon  the  Hindoo 
systems. 

A  brief  reswnie  of  the  Jagannath 
controversy  will  throw  a  good  deal 
of  light  upon  modem  Hinduism  as 
well  as  missionary  work.  We  gene- 
rally suppose  ourselves  to  be  better 
acquainted  with  Jagannath  than  any 
of  the  other  Hindoo  deities.  *  Jug- 
gernaut's car '  is  familiar  to  thou- 
sands who  know  nothing  else  of 
Hindoos  and  Hinduism.  Sensa- 
tional stories  of  the  atrocities  prac- 
tised at  his  festivals,  of  devotees 
ground  to  dust  beneath  his  chariot, 
wheels,  of  pilgrims  perishing  by  the 
ten  thousand  of  want  and  disease  at 
every  gathering  upon  the  plains  of  , 
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Puri,  and  of  the  obscene  and  loath- 
some rites  nsed  in  solemnising  his 
worship,  have  long  since  been  worn 
threadbare.  From  what  we  know  of 
Hindoo  superstition  we  can  easily 
conceive  that  fanatics  would  be  mad 
enough  to  immolate  themselves  at 
the  shrine  of  Jagannath  in  the  hope 
of  a  certain  immortality;  we  can 
imagine,  too,  that  the  priests  would 
find  it  to  their  profit  to  encourage 
such  sacrifices.  But  the  incontest- 
able fact  that  from  the  acquisition 
of  Orissa  by  the  English  the  great 
seat  of  Jagannath 's  worship  was 
kept  closely  under  the  surveillance 
of  our  officers,  and  that  Government 
exercised  an  intimate  interference 
with  the  management  of  the  shrine 
and  the  conduct  of  the  festivals,  is 
sufficient  to  show  that  these  stories 
are  grossly  exaggerated.  Had  self- 
immolation  at  Jagannath's  festival 
been  as  notorious  as  alleged,  we 
cannot  doubt  that  it  would  have  been 
prohibited  by  a  special  Act  of  the 
Legislature  as  well  as  the  rite  of 
Sati.  The  revenues  of  the  shrine 
of  Puri  were,  moreover,  under  the 
control  of  Government  up  to  1849, 
and  too  much  depended  upon  their 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  the 
English  for  the  priests  to  become 
active  promoters  of  fanatical  suicide. 
But  the  mortality  from  other  causes 
was  quite  sufficient  to  make  the 
name  of  Jagannath  ominous.  In 
an  immense  concourse  of  pilgrims, 
not  unjfrequently  carrying  with  them 
the  germs  of  disease,  their  minds  as 
much  intoxicated  by  excitement  as 
their  bodies  are  physically  reduced, 
and  all  huddled  together  night  and 
day  in  a  miserable  little  town  upon 
a  low-lying,  malarious  strip  of  coast, 
epidemics  are  inevitable,  and  the 
loss  of  life  has  sometimes  been  suffi- 
ciently appalling.  But  the  pre- 
cautions taken  by  the  authorities 
now-a-days  reduce  the  risk  of  an 
epidemic  to  a  minimum.  The  other 
charge,  of  obscene  and  immoral 
practices,  seems  to  be  even  more 
captious.      Of   course,   in  gather- 


ings of  such  magnitude  as  the 
annual  melds  at  Puri,  Serampore, 
and  other  seats  of  Jagannath's 
worship,  excess  and  immorality  must 
to  some  extent  occur ;  but  all  the 
reliable  evidence  has  hitherto  gone 
to  show  that  the  people  are  more 
decent  and  orderly  than  any  Eng- 
lish  multitude  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions would  be.  From  a  personal 
observation  of  three  festivals  of 
Jagannath  at  Serampore,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Calcutta,  the  second 
seat  of  Jagannath's  worship,  the 
writer  has  no  hesitation  in  asserting 
that,  apart  from  the  feeling  that  the 
whole  ceremonial  is  essentiallyidola- 
ti'ous  and  barbaric,  there  is  nothing 
said  or  done  by  either  priests  or 
worshippers  that  need  oftend  the 
taste  of  the  most  extreme  precisian. 
Jagannath  is  one  of  the  newest 
of  Hindoo  deities.  He  belongs  to 
the  Krishnaic  cycle  of  divine  mani- 
festations, all  of  which  have  been 
developed  long  subsequent  to  the 
Vedic  age,  and  to  none  of  which  is 
a  high  antiquity  assignable.  After 
the  supernatural  has  been  elimi- 
nated, all  that  can  1:!0  gleaned  from 
tradition  regarding  Krishna  appears 
to  be  that  he  belonged  to  the 
Yadava  clan,  a  sept  of  the  great 
Aryan  family  but  lately  arrived  in 
India,  and  which  at  the  time  of 
Krishna's  birth,  at  Mathura  within 
the  Aryan  pale,  had  not  obtained 
a  fixed  settlement;  that  his  tribe 
subsequently  occupied  the  lands  of 
Dwarka  in  the  Guzerat  peninsula ; 
that  he  freed  his  people  from  the 
oppression  of  tyrants ;  that  his 
character  was  cast  in  an  uncommon 
mould,  in  which  strong  virtues  and 
the  grossest  vices  were  freely 
mingled ;  and  that  he  was  pre- 
eminent in  cunning  and  wisdom 
above  all  his  compeers.  To  us  he 
seems  a  shadowy  sort  of  Hindoo 
Solomon ;  but,  in  course  of  timet 
the  Brahmins  succeeded  in  clothing 
him  with  a  new  personality,  in 
inventing  for  him  a  new  biogp^phy, 
and  in  placing  him  in  the  fore- 
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frunt  of  the  Pauranic  p€intheon. 
Krishna,  the  Tadavan  cowherd,  is 
now  reco^ised  as  an  avatara  of 
the  god  Vishnu.  The  destroyer  of 
a  few  tyrants  is  celebrated  as  the 
deliverer  of  the  earth  from  giants 
and  oppressors.  A  lofty  Imeage 
has  b^n  fonnd  out  for  him,  con- 
u&sdng  him  with  the  princes  of  the 
solar  race.  Miracles  without  end 
have  been  invented  to  magnify  his 
name  and  authenticate  his  divinity ; 
all  the  artifices  that  Brahmins  could 
command  have  been  employed  in  his 
apotheosis  ;  whole  books  have  been 
foiled  in  support  of  his  divinity; 
and  by  the  time  that  Hinduism  has 
assumed  its  present  form,  Krishna 
has  become  the  most  popular  of  its 
deities.  The  old  Vedic  gods,  typi- 
tying  the  great  agencies  of  nature, 
have  been  forgotten  ;  the  Pauranic 
triad  and  its  satellites  have  in  a 
great  measure  been  cast  into  the 
shade,  and  the  people  are  prostrate 
Wore  the  altars  of  a  new,  a  na- 
tional divinity. 

Our  enquiries  into  the  causes 
which  led  to  the  sudden  deification 
of  Krishna  and  the  general  establish- 
ment of  his  worship  cannot  in  the 
present  condition  of  Oriental  re- 
search pass  the  bounds  of  conjec- 
ture. But  there  are  a  few  historical 
fivcts  which  we  can  hardly  err  in 
connecting  with  the  subject.  Budh- 
ism  had  become  so  popular  a  creed 
that  the  very  foundations  of  Brah- 
minism  were  being  shaken  by  its 
SQcoesses.  The  democratic  teach- 
ing of  Gautuma,  the  new  and  lofty 
estimate  which  he  took  of  humanity, 
Mid,  above  all,  the  future  freedom 
from  sorrow  and  suffering  which 
he  held  out  to  an  oppressed  and 
priest-ridden  people,  met  with  no 
counterpoises  in  the  religion  of  the 
Brahmins.  A.  spirit  of  rationalism 
was  abroad,  and  priests  could  no 
longer  command  men's  religious 
all^iance  by  appealing  to  such 
l^nds  as  Vishnu  diving  in  fish 
form  into  the  eternal  abyss  to  bring 
np  the  holy  Vedas,  or  that  the  same 


deity  in  the  form  of  a  tortoise  sup- 
ported the  new-made  earth  upon 
his  back.  No  means  of  stimulating 
men's  devotion  and  saving  the  Brah- 
minical  order  remained  except  a  re- 
ligious revival.  To  men  possessed 
of  the  learning  and  influence  of  the 
Brahmins  it  was  no  difficult  task  to 
kindle  such  a  feeling.  Accordingly 
they  gave  out  that  Kama,  the  prince 
of  Ayodhya,  in  whose  fame  the 
whole  Aryan  stock  claimed  an  in- 
terest, and  in  whom  Brahminism 
had  found  its  most  illustrious  cham- 
pion, was  an  avatara  of  the  god 
Vishnu ;  and  the  great  poem  of 
Valmiki  which  conomemorates  the 
life  and  exploits  of  the  hero  became 
thus  invested  with  a  sacred  charac- 
ter. There  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  Brahmins  have  interpolated  in 
the  original  epic  many  passages  in 
support  of  their  order.  Thus  we 
discover  half-way  through  the  poem 
that  all  the  troubles  of  Bsuna's 
father,  the  bereaved  King  Dasara- 
tha,  sprang  from  a  curse  laid  upon 
him  by  a  Brahmin,  whose  son  he  had 
unintentionally  slain;  an  idea  which 
we  may  safely  assume  could  not 
have  been  present  in  Valmiki's  mind, 
when  he  cast  the  plot  of  the  Ea- 
inayana.  By  such  artifices,  and 
by  identifyiug  their  enemies  the 
Budhists  with  the  demons  and 
monsters  against  whom  Rama  had 
combated,  the  Brahmins  instilled  a 
new  life  into  Hinduism. 

But  Rama  was  not  alone  sufficient 
to  serve  their  turn.  The  history  of  a 
Kshetrya  prince  who  had  won  fame 
and  immortahty  chiefly  by  his  aid- 
ing and  obeying  the  Brahmins 
might  serve  to  excite  the  devotional 
feelings  of  the  two  higher  castes,  but 
how  were  the  masses  to  be  moved  ? 
To  meet  this  want,  a  more  demo- 
cratic deification  was  next  at- 
tempted. Krishna,  the  popular 
hero,  the  subverter  of  tyrants,  was 
raised  to  the  rank  of  a  divinity; 
and,'  as  in  the  case  of  Rama,  re- 
course was  had  to  literary  forgery 
to  give  credit   to   the    apotheosis. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


174 


Jagamiath  and  his  Worship, 


[February 


There  is  a  grave  suspicion  attaching 
to  the  introduction  of  Krishna  into 
the  great  epic  poem  of  the  Mahdb- 
hwrata.  Such  an  episode  as  the 
Bhagavod  Qita  in  the  Bishma 
Parva  or  sixth  book  of  the  poem, 
in  which  Elrishna  and  the  wounded 
Arjuna  hold  a  long  religious  and 
philosophical  disputation  before  the 
oonmiencement  of  the  battle,  and 
in  which  Krishna,  of  course,  trium- 
phantly vindicates  the  favourite 
dogmas  of  Brahminism,  is  incon- 
testably  spurious.  But  for  the 
wholly  illiterate  character  of  the 
people,  such  frauds  as  the  Bhaga- 
vat  could  never  have  been  per- 
petrated. But  the  character  and 
attributes  of  the  new  god  must  have 
at  once  captivated  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  masses,  even  without  the  aid 
of  scripture.  In  the  worship  of 
Krishna  caste  was  for  the  first  time 
disregarded  ;  and  the  pariah  might 
participate  in  the  holiest  rites  of  his 
worship  as  freely  as  the  twice-born 
Brahmm..  His  deification  was  also 
intended  to  appeal  to  the  genial 
side  of  human  nature,  and  hence  the 
stress  laid  upon  his  amatory  and  mu- 
sical exploits.  The  whole  character 
of  Krishna  seems  to  have  been  skil- 
fully dehneated  to  catch  the  afilec- 
tions  of  the  Hindoo  masses:  his 
faults  are  those  which  they  could 
most  readily  condone;  and  his 
virtues,  especially  the  overthrow  of 
oppression  and  brute  force  by  intel- 
lectaal  cunning,  such  as  could  not 
fail  to  win  their  sympathy.  Like 
Bama,  Krishna  is  also  put  forth  as 
the  deadly  foe  of  Budhism.  Com- 
bining these  facts  with  the  leading 
idea  of  Krishna's  divine  character, 
his  accessibility  to  men  of  all  castes 
and  classes,  we  may  be  able  to  conjec- 
ture the  way  in  which  the  Hindoo 
revival  was  brought  about,  so  as  to 
tdtimately  extinguish  the  worship 
of  Budha  on  the  Indian  continent, 
and  the  feelings  which  secured  for 
Krishna  the  popularity  which  we 
find  his  worship  enjoying  in  modem 
times. 


It  has  been  the  prevailing  ten- 
dency of  Hindoo  mythology,  be- 
ginning from  the  time  that  they 
first  subjected  divine  nature  to  an 
analysis,  to  break  up  all  the  great  gods 
into  a  number  of  smaller  divinities. 
So  important  a  personage  as  Krishna 
could  scarcely  escape  this  process. 
"We  accordingly  find  the  god  wor- 
shipped under  three  other  principal 
forms.  As  Gopala  he  is  adored  under 
the  form  of  an  infant,  and  is  a 
popular  object  of  female  and  ma- 
ternal worship;  as  Gfopinath,  the 
milkmaids*  god,  he  is  held  out  to 
the  homage  of  lovers  and  rural 
swains ;  but  it  is  as  Jagannath,  'the 
Lord  of  the  World,'  that  the  distinc- 
tive characteristics  of  Elrishna  have 
been  preserved  in  modem  Hinduism. 

What,  now,  is  the  connection  be- 
tween Jagannath  and  Krishna? 
This  point  is  still  a  matter  of  con- 
troversy, and  our  safest  plan  is  to 
give  both  sides  of  the  story.  The 
popular  version  states  that  Krishna 
was  accidentally  slain  by  a  hunter 
in  the  jungle,  and  his  body  lay  un- 
discovered until  only  the  bones 
remained.  Vishnu,  whose  spirit 
had  inhabited  the  form  of  Krishna, 
put  it  into  the  heart  of  a  pious  king 
called  Indradyumna  to  make  an 
image  in  which  these  sacred  relics 
might  be  placed.  Indradyumna 
sought  and  obtained  the  assistance 
of  Vishvakarma,  the  architect  of 
the  gods,  but  the  condition  was 
annexed  that  the  divine  artist  was 
not  to  be  disturbed  imtil  his  work 
had  been  perfected.  In  a  single 
night  a  lofty  temple  of  unrivalled 
splendour  made  its  appearance  upon 
the  hills  of  Orissa  ;  but  the  king  was 
unable  to  control  his  curiosity,  and 
he  broke  in  upon  Vishvakarma 
when  only  the  head  and  trunk  of 
the  image  was  completed.  The 
indignant  Vishvakarma  returned 
to  heaven,  nor  could  any  supplica- 
tions induce  him  to  resume  the 
work,  and  thus  it  happened  that  the 
image  of  Jagannath  remains  a  mem- 
berless  trunk. 
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Now  for  the  version  which  bears 
the  latest  anthority  of  the  pundits.  In 
Angnfit  last  the  Shome  Prokash,  the 
leading  vemacnlar  paper  of  Bengal, 
oontained  an  interesting  article  upon 
ihe  subject,  which  embodies  the 
popular  idea  of  orthodox  Hinduism 
concerning  Jagannath  and  his  wor- 
ship. The  legend  is  as  follows : — 
'The  Causeless  and  the  Eternal  One 
was  visible  in  his  glory  on  the  blue 
hills  of  Orissa  on  the  sea  coast  to 
the  south  of  the  Mahanuddy  in  the 
form  of  Nilmadhub.  Once  on  a  day 
Kasinath,  a  certain  king,  thought  of 
wsrring  with  Vishnu,  the  destroyer 
of  the  Asuras.  Mahadeva  promised 
to  aid  the  king.  On  the  occasion  a 
great  war  ensued  between  Maha- 
dera  and  Vishnu.  The  former  was 
defeated  and  compelled  to  seek  the 
protection  of  the  victor.  Mahadeva 
was  now  commanded  to  proceed  to 
Nilachul,  and  there  to  glorify 
Vishnu,  manifest  in  the  form  of 
Xilmadhub.  In  the  Satya  Yuga 
(the  golden  age)  at  the  city  of 
Oqjein  (in  Central  India)  ihere 
lived  a  king  named  Indradyumna. 
One  day  the  divine  sage  Narada 
sang  to  him  the  glories  of  Nil- 
madhub  of  Nilachul,  which  so 
wrought  upon  him  that,  accom- 
panied by  his  people  and  his  priest, 
he  started  for  Orissa  to  worship  the 
god.  It  took  him  three  months  to 
mich  his  destination.  On  his  arrival 
be  heard  that  Nilmadhub  had  dis- 
app^u^  from  the  earth.  The  king's 
sorrow  was  now  boundless.  Food 
and  rest  were  no  longer  his,  till  at 
length  Nilmadhub  appeared  to  him 
in  a  dream  and  comforted  him  with 
the  assurance  that,  though  no  longer 
yiaible  to  man  in  his  former  shape, 
he  would  stUl  reappear  under  his 
holier  form  of  wood,  and  that  this 
divine  wooden  form  would  be  visible 
in  all  ages.     The  king  now  began 

»  to  look  for  this  piece  of  wood.  It 
so  h^pened  that  a  man  informed 
him  of  a  piece  of  mniba  wood  which 
had  been  cast  ashore  in  Pooroosha- 

'     turn  by  the  sea  waves  from  the  Shet 


Btoipa  (white  continent) .  This  piece 
of  wood  was  said  to  have  been  dis- 
tinguished by  the  marks  of  a  conch, 
wheel,  club,  and  lotus,  the  usual 
badges  of  the  divinity,  and  the  king 
with  great  delight  caused  it  to  l^ 
brought,  and  by  the  advice  of 
Narada  had  it  cut  into  the  shape  of 
Jagannath,  by  the  divine  architect 
Vishvakarma.  All  this  took  place 
in  the  Satya  Yuga.' 

We  give  this  legend  verbatim 
from  the  native  translation,  not  be- 
oause  it  has  any  mythological  value, 
but  because  it  affords  us  a  curious 
illustration  of  the  tactics  of  modem 
Hinduism.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  connection  between  Krishna  and 
Jagannath  has  been  repudiated,  and 
that  the  latter  is  made  to  derive  his 
divinity  direct  from  Vishnu.  An- 
other Pauranio  tradition  might  be 
cited  in  support  of  this  view,  for  the 
piece  of  nimha  wood  mentioned 
above  is  said  to  have  sprung  from  a 
single  hair  of  Vishnu,  which  took 
root  in  the  earth  and  became  a  tree. 
But  unless  the  authority  of  the 
Pauranas  is  to  be  entirely  set  aside, 
as  well  as  the  current  belief  of  the 
masses,  the  sanctity  of  Jagannath 
flows  from  the  relics  of  Krishna 
which  were  placed  within  the  ori- 
ginal image,  and  the  interest  mani- 
fested in  Jagannath  by  Vishnu  was 
only  due  to  the  relationship  between 
Krishna  and  the  new  god.  An  ob- 
jection taken  in  the  same  article 
upon  chronological  grounds  to  the 
possibiHty  of  Jagannath,  who  be- 
came manifest  in  the  Satya  Yuga  or' 
golden  age,  being  an  incarnation  of 
KJrishna  in  the  end  of  the  Dwapara 
Yuga,  or  the  second  age  after  the 
golden  one,  or  a  difference  of  at 
least  five  thousand  years,  is  too 
frivolous  to  be  mentioned,  for  the 
whole  body  of  the  Pauranic  scrip- 
tures is  composed  of  as  glaring 
anachronisms.  Whatever  the  pun- 
dits may  say,  the  identity  of  Krishna 
and  Jagannath  cannot  be  disproved 
in  the  present  day,  for  besides  the 
current  tradition  there  are  historical 
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facts  which  iministakably  indicate 
the  coimection. 

Both  accounts  agree  in  attribut- 
ing the  establishment  of  Jagan- 
nath's  worship  to  Indradyumna,  a 
king  who  came  to  Orissa  from  the 
fitr  west.*  Indradyumna  was  pro- 
bably one  of  those  Aryan  chieftains 
who  had  not  yet  obtained  a  settle- 
ment for  his  people,  and  whose  clan 
brought  with  them  the  creed  which 
was  then  popular  in  Central  India 
and  Hindustan.  Whether  or  not 
they  carried  with  them  any  sup- 
posed relics  of  Krishna  we  cannot 
say;  but  it  was  by  no  means  im- 
probable, and  we  could  point  to  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  more  than 
one  European  migration.  The  title 
Jagannath,  *the  Lord  of  the  World,' 
may  at  first  have  simply  been  an  as- 
sertion of  the  image's  pre-eminence, 
but  it  was  unmistakably  Krishna 
that  was  worshipped  under  that 
designation.  But  whatever  may 
have  been  the  exact  date  of  In- 
dradyumna's  arrival,  it  was  long 
before  the  worship  of  Jagannath 
gained  an  ascendency  in  Orissa. 
The  legends  of  the  early  greatness 
of  the  shrine  before  the  Christian 
era  are  as  idle  as  the  story  of  the 
temple  built  by  Vishvakarma  in  a 
single  night.  The  worship  of  Ma- 
hadeo  was  the  prevailing  religion 
in  Orissa  as  late  as  the  seventh 
century,  and  to  Mahadeo  succeeded 
the  worship  of  the  Sun,  which  con- 
tinued to  flourish  far  into  the  thir- 
teenth century,  so  that  Jagannath 
did  not  acquire  pre-eminence  until 
between  four  and  five  hundred 
years  ago.  According  to  Stirling, 
who  until  Dr.  Hunter's  recent  work 
was  the  highest  authority  upon  the 
province  of  Orissa,  Jagannath' s 
present  temple  was  built  in  1 196-98, 
and  it  was  with  the  erection  of  the 
new  temple  that  the  fisone  of  the 
shrine  began  to  spread.  But  it  is 
highly  probable  that  the  popularity 
of  Pmi  as  a  place  of  pilgrimage  did 
not  spring  so  much  from  the  in- 
trinsic sanctity  of  the  idol  as  from 


the  general  diflfusion  of  the  worship 
of  Krishna  throughout  the  conti- 
nent. The  Muhammedans  had  now 
overrun  the  country,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  the  Hindoo  rehgion,  though 
tolerated  by  the  State,  was  shorn 
of  much  of  its  ancient  importance. 
The  remote  province  of  Orissa  was, 
however,  out  of  the  way  of  Moghal 
arms,  and  until  the  sixteenth 
century,  when  the  Muhammedans 
gained  a  permanent  footing,  Jagan- 
nath presented  this  advantage,  that 
the  Hindoos  could  celebrate  the 
rites  of  their  religion  with  no  scom- 
fril  MuBsulman  standing  by  to  deride 
their  piety.  This  feeling,  we  might 
suppose,  must  have  added  much 
to  the  attractions  of  Jagannath's 
shrine  as  a  place  of  pilgrim^e. 
But  as  the  Muhanmiedan  annalists, 
from  whom  alone  we  can  learn  any- 
thing of  India  during  the  Middle 
Ages,  contemptuously  ignore  the 
creed  of  the  conquered,  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  us  to  Irace  the  in- 
ternal progress  of  Hinduism  until 
the  arrival  of  the  British  in  the 
East.  We  know,  however,  that  in 
1 733  the  oppressions  of  Muhammad 
Takki  Khan,  the  deputy  of  the 
province,  brought  the  service  of  the 
shrine  to  a  standstill,  and  the  Rajah 
fled  with  the  idol  to  the  wild  hills 
bey ond  the  Chilka  Lake.  Pilgrimage 
was  now  at  an  end,  so  was  the 
pilgrim  tax  which  the  Moghals  had 
early  begun  to  levy,  and  the  result 
was  a  loss  to  the  Bengal  exchequer 
estimated  at  90,000^.  per  annum. 
The  first  care  of  the  zealous  Mu- 
hammedans who  succeeded  Takki 
in  the  government  was  to  compel  the 
Bajah  to  place  the  idol  again  in  the 
temple,  and  to  reopen  the  annual 
pilgrimage ;  and  the  pious  moulavis 
who  wrote  the  history  of  the  period 
do  not  seem  to  have  said  a  word 
of  censure  to  these  promoters  of 
idolatry. 

Early  in  the  sixteenth  century  a 
remarkable  revival  of  the  worship 
of  Vishnu  upon  the  basis  of  Krishna's 
divinity  took  place  in  Bengal.   This 
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was  cSected  almost  Bolelj  by  the 
agency  of  an  enthusiastic  fanatic 
named  Chaitan ja.  He  was  bom  at 
Naddiah,  then  the  most  famous 
school  for  theology  and  philosophy 
in  Bengal,  in  the  year  1485.  Al- 
tiiough  bom  a  Brt^min,  he  seems 
from  his  youth  to  have  spumed 
the  restrictions  of  caste,  and  to  have 
eurly  imbibed  the  idea  that  the 
lowest  are  as  the  highest  in  the 
sight  of  God.  Nevertheless  he 
went  through  the  regular  Brah- 
minical  curriculum,  became  himself 
a  teacher,  and  was  twice  married 
according  to  the  orthodox  rites. 
Krishna  was  the  great  object  of  his 
devotion,  the  Bhaga/vat  Qita  his 
chief  study,  and  his  enthusiasm  led 
him  at  length  to  undertake  a  pil- 
grimage to  Mathura,  the  scene  of 
the  god's  birth  and  early  exploits. 
On  his  k*oad,  however,  he  was 
stopped  by  a  voice  from  heaven, 
which  sent  him  back  to  his  own 
countiy  to  proclaim  the  riches  of 
Krishna's  love  to  his  own  people. 
In  fact,  his  enthusiasm  seems  at 
this  time  to  have  culminated  in 
insanity;  but  there  was  a  method 
in  his  madness,  inasmuch  as  he 
never  lost  sight  of  the  divine  cha- 
racter of  Krishna  which  he  was 
commissioned  to  preach.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  by  study  and  medi- 
tation Chaitanya  had  discovered 
those  principles  which  first  made 
the  doctrine  of  Krishna's  divinity  a 
powerful  creed,  but  which,  having 
served  its  turn,  had  in  time  been 
conrupted  and  displaced  by  the  tra- 
ditions of  the  Brahmins.  He  taught 
that  £[rishna  was  the  soul  of  the 
nniverse,  the  being  in  whom  nature 
existed,  and  by  whom  its  ftinctions 
were  performed;  but  he  taught 
likewise  that  caste  was  removed 
by  unity  of  faith  in  the  god,  that 
all  might  obtain  salvation  by  a 
simple  exercise  of  Mth,  and  that 
the  penances,  formulas,  and  works 
of  merit  insisted  upon  by  ^  the 
Brahmins  could  work  no  deliver- 
ance for  men  unless  accompanied 
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by  faith.  He  held  out  Krishna  as 
the  great  saviour  &om  sin,  and' 
from  its  natural  consequences.  The 
following  prayer,  translated  in 
Banerjea's  Hindoo  Philosophy,  will 
show  how  a  follower  of  Chai- 
tanya seeks  spiritual  relief  in  ad- 
dressing himself  to  Krishna: — 
*  Obeisance,  Obeisance,  to  Krishna, 
even  Gobinda,  the  benefactor  of  the 
world.  I  §m  sin,  my  works  are  sin, 
my  spirit  is  sin,  my  origin  is  sin. 
Save  me,  O  thou  lotus-eyed  Hari, 
who  art  tho  lord  of  all  sacrifices. 
None  such  a  sinner  as  myself^  none 
such  destroyer  of  sin  as  thyself; 
taking  this,  O  Ood,  into  considera- 
tion, do  what  is  proper.'  Faith  and 
a  seeking  after  spiritual  communion 
with  the  divinity  were  now  the 
modes  by  which  men  might  purify 
their  sinful  natures,  work  out  their 
spiritual  deliverance  from  the  evils 
of  transmigration,  and  reign  for 
ever  with  the  Eternal,  amid  the  in- 
conceivable glories  of  his  heaven, 
Vaika/ntha,  We  can  easily  imagine 
how  attractive  such  a  creed  must 
have  proved  when  contrasted  with 
the  formal,  unsympathetic,  and  un- 
natural systems  to  which  Brahmin- 
ism  gives  the  preference ;  and  at  the 
present  day  the  Vaishnavas,  or  fol- 
lowers of  Chaitanya^  form  a  sect  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  millions  strong. 
The  history  of  Chaitanya  affords 
an  excellent  illustration  of  the  quick 
development  of  a  Hindoo  divinity. 
In  little  more  than  a  hundred  years 
after  Chaitanya,  in  his  madness, 
flung  himself  into  the  sea  near  the 
temple  of  Jagannath,  his  divinity, 
as  an  avatara  of  Krishna,  was  com- 
pletely established ;  portents  which 
attended  his  birth  were  recorded ; 
miracles  were  circumstantially  at- 
tested which  he  wrought  while  alive ; 
and  his  rising  again  from  the  dead 
at  the  sound  of  Krishna's  name  was 
adopted  as  a  fundamental  part  of 
the  Yaishnava  belief. 

The  point  to  be  noticed  in  this 
paper  is  that  Chaitanya  made  a 
pilgrimage  to  Jagannath,  and  that 
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the  greater  part  of  bis  religiouB  life 
was  spent  in  tbe  vicinity  of  tbat 
sbrine.  His  testimony,  if  it  were 
necessary,  wonld  go  fir  to  sbow 
tbat  Jagannatb  bas  no  divinity  but 
wbat  be  derives  from  Krishna,  and 
all  bis  teacbing  and  practice  sbowed 
tbat  be  regarded  tbe  two  as  identi- 
cal. Tbe  ritual  at  Puri  wonld  be 
qnite  in  accordance  witb  Cbaitanya*s 
taste,  for  witbin  tbe  temple  caste 
found  no  place,  and  tbe  lowest 
Sudra  could  demand  tbe  sacred 
food  from  tbe  bands  of  the  priest 
as  well  as  tbe  bigbest  Brahmin. 
It  is  only  at  a  late  period  tbat  the 
lower  castes  have  be^n  refosed  this 
communion,  and  it  is  a  sign  tbat 
the  Krisbnaic  faith  is  relaxing  its 
bold.  As  in  mtmy  other  Hindoo 
ceremonies,  the  bare  ritual  had  out- 
lived the  feelings  which  at  first 
gave  it  a  shape. 

As  one  of  the  great  buttresses  of 
modem  Hinduism,  Jagannatb  has 
been  much  exposed  to  the  attacks  of 
our  Christian  missionaries.  At  first 
they  took  their  stand  upon  the 
prevalence  of  suicide;  when  this 
became  untenable  they  alleged  that 
the  worship  was  obscene  and  calcu- 
lated to  debauch  native  morality. 
One  Baptist  missionary,  a  few 
months  ago,  went  the  length  of 
hinting,  upon  a*  shadow  of  native 
authority,  that  the  rites  of  Krishna 
had  not  left  one  chaste  woman  in 
the  whole  of  Muttra,  a  district 
which  in  tbe  latest  official  census  is 
set  down  as  having  a  population  of 
241,252  women  to  270,518  men. 
Such  disgraceful  assertions  will 
serve  to  suggest  one  among  other 
reasons  why  Christianity  does  not 
make  tbat  progress  in  India  which 
we  all  desire,  if  only  upon  grounds 
of  civilisation.  The  fi%ot  is  tbat  no 
immoralities  connected  with  tbe 
worship  of  Jagannatb  are  practised 
but  such  as  are  common  to  all 
mixed  multitudes  of  both  sexes, 
whether  European  or  Asiatic.  Such 
charges  are  d  prtori  deductions  from 
the  history  of  Krishna's  amours, 


which,  as  tradition  bas  banded 
them  down  to  us,  are  filthy  enough. 
But  tbe  Hindoo  Shastras  are  as  far 
from  allowing  men  to  imitate  the 
license  adopt^  by  tbe  gods  as  tbe 
Old  Testament  is  from  holding  up 
the  social  characters  of  David  or 
Solomon  as  examples  to  be  followed. 
With  the  exception  of  iAie  Shaktia 
in  Eastern  and  the  Maharajabs  in 
Western  India,  we  are  not  aware  of 
any  sect  that  confers  a  religious 
sanction  upon  avowed  vice.  And 
in  endeavouring  to  discover  im- 
moral tendencies  in  a  system  which 
they  are  seeking  to  supersede,  our 
missionaries  have  not  displayed 
much  of  that  charity  which,  in  tbe 
words  of  the  Apostle,  *  thinketh  no 
evil.' 

To  do  the  Hindoos  justice,  their 
theologians    have    been    honestly 
ashamed  of  their  obscene  traditions, 
and  have  done  their  best  to  draw 
distinctions  which  would  prevent 
their    afiecting    human    morality. 
Some  appear  to  have  considei*ed 
that  the  gods,  by  virtue  of  their 
divine  nature,  did  not  sufier  con- 
tamination    firom     indulging     in 
breaches  of  morality,  or  tbat  they 
could  do  no  wrong.     It  must  be 
remembered,  too,  that  the  Hindoos 
have  never  bad  in  view  tbe  assimi- 
lation of  the  human  to  the  divine 
nature  as  the  perfection  of  human- 
ity.    It  is  thus  that   Sir  William 
Jones  is  able  to  say  of  Krishna  that 
'  he  was  pure  and  chaste  in  reality, 
but  exhibited  every  appearance  of 
libertinism.'     But  a  different  vindi- 
cation is  now  adopted ;  one  which 
manifestly  shows  that  rationalism 
is  at  work  with  the  Hindoo  Shas- 
tras.    The  identity  of  Krishna  tbe 
avatara  of  Vishnu   with  Kn'ahnfy 
the  son  of  Devaki,   the  Yadavan 
cowherd,  is  now  emphatically  de- 
nied.   The  Shastras  will  undoubt- 
edly furnish  proofs  of  this  view,  as, 
with  proper  manipulation,  they  may 
be  made  to  prove  anything.     But 
in  actual  bebef,  in  the  practice  of 
their  worship,  the  masses  of  India    j 
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recognise  only  one  Krishna,  at  once 
the  chief  of  sinners  stnd  the  de- 
liverer firom  sin.     When  we  find 
mention  of  two  Krishnas,  at  periods 
widely  remote  in  Hindoo  legendary 
Iiistory,  and  each  possessing  a  dif- 
ferent personalily,  we  must  remem- 
ber how  the  apotheosis  of  the  Yada- 
Tan  was  effected.     In  interpolat- 
ing Krishna's  name  into  the  great 
Vedic  poems  the  priests  were  free 
to  clothe  him  with  all  their  concep- 
tions of  divinity;  in  dealing  with 
his  actual  history  their  imaginations 
were  limited  by  extant  traditions. 
Thus  the  two  Krishnas  are  Krishna 
the  ideal  god    and    Krishna    the 
actual,  ddfied  hero,   but  there  'is 
onlyone  individnality  between  them. 
Upon  such  a.  question  the  current 
belief  is  a  more  trustworthy  guide 
than  the   refined  opinions  of  the 
pundits ;  and  the  firat  band  of  pil- 
grims you  meet  upon  the  high  road 
going  towards  Jagannath  will  tell 
yon  that  the  Krishna  whom  they 
worship  is  the  Krishna-  who  fought 
in  the  Satya  Tnga  in  the  ranks 
of  tiie  Pandayas  as  well  as  the 
Krishna  who  toyed  with  Radha  in 
the  groves  of  Bindraban,   in  the 
Bwapara  Tuga,  some  4,000  or  5,000 
years  after.     But  chronology  im- 
poses no  fetters  upon  Hindoo  cre- 
dulity. 

But  though  Jagannath's  festivals 
continue  to  be  celebrated,  his  wor- 
ship is  fast  losing  its  hold  upon 
the  minds  of  the  people.  The 
secret  of  its  old  popularity,  the 
democratic  and  levelling  tendencies 
of  its  ritual,  is  forgotten ;  and  the 
pQgnms  who  flock  to  the  temple  at 
Pan  are  impelled  by  the  native 


predilection  for  tamas'ha  or  sight- 
seeing, or  by  a  restless  desire  for 
religious  excitement,  rather  than  by 
any  matured  thoughts  of  devotion. 
But  the  car  festival  has  taken  a 
secure    hold    upon    native    senti- 
ment,  a  hold    top    deep  and  too 
delicate    to    be  shaken    by  argu- 
ment.   You  may  abuse  Vishnu,  and 
Krishna,   and    Jagannath    by  the 
hour  to  an  intelligent  Hindoo  with- 
out   ruffling    his  equanimity,  but 
tell  him  that  the  annual  festival  is 
an  obscene  and  disgusting  spectacle 
which  ought  to  be  suppressed  by  a 
civilised  government,  and  his  re- 
sentment is  at  once  kindled.     We 
believe  that  such  festivals  as  the 
Ratha  Jatra  or  car  procession  of 
Jagannath  and  the  Doorga  Puja, 
the  great  family  rexmion   of   the 
Hindoos,  are  likely  to  outlive  all 
the    religious    feelings    in    which 
they  have  originated,  and  that  these 
feefings  would  soon  die  a  natural 
death  but  for  the  attacks  to  which 
the  festivals  are  constantly  exposed. 
It  is  only  the  poorest  and  most 
ignorant  classes  that  go  to  Jagan- 
nath in  the  hope  of  obtaining  sal- 
vation ;  and  the  educational  projects 
which  Government  is  carrying  into 
execution  must  soon  stamp  out  such 
superstition.    But  whatever  form 
the    future    religion   of    India   is 
to   assume,    the   renembrance    of 
Krishna,  whose  worship  first  gave 
spiritual  freedom    to  the   masses, 
and    through    many    centuries    of 
dark    superstition    lightened    the 
load    which    Brahminism    forced 
upon  men's    shoulders,  will  long 
haunt  the  minds  of  the  Hindoos. 

A.  A. 
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CHARLES    DE    MONTALEMBERT.> 


FROM  hero-worship  to  biography 
— from   such  fictioDS  as  the 
author  of  the  Chronicles  of  Garling^ 
ford  can  produce  to  such  portraits 
as  she  can  paint — {here  is  only  one 
step.  Accordingly,  a  new  biography 
from  her  hand  is  welcome,  and  we 
can  believe  that  this  memoir  of  M. 
de  Montalembert  has  been  to  Mrs. 
Oliphant  a  thoroughly  sympathetic 
piece  of  work.     More  finished  than 
the  lAfe  of  St  Francis,  it  bears  also 
fewer    marks    of   haste,  but    she 
must  forgive    us    for    thinking  it 
inferior   in   execution    and    move- 
ment   to    her    excellent    Life     of 
Edward    Irving,      The    difference 
between  the  subjects  made  this  pro- 
bable ;   the  diflferenoe  between  the 
creeds  and  races  perhaps  made  it 
unavoidable.    For  Mrs.  Oliphant  is 
of  one  kindred  and  tongue  with  the 
orator  who  so  passionately  tried  to 
throw  over  the  Kirk  of  Scotland, 
•  the  most  severe  and  uncompromis- 
ing of  Christian  churches,'  a  light 
that  never  was  on  sea  or  shore.    She 
conld  learn  from  kinsfolk  and  ac- 
quaintance   many    details    of  the 
Scottish  drama  which  was  to  as- 
sume at  last  all  the  proportions  of 
a    tragedy,    but,  great  as  is  her 
power  of  sympathy,  Mrs.  OUphant 
could  hardly  denationalise  herself 
enough  to  measure   correctly  the 
influences  that  surrounded  M.  de 
Montalembert.     We  have  here  a 
Frenchman  who,  with  a  few  ardent 
Catholics,  is  to  attempt  a  Catholic 
revival  between  the  pauses  of  two 
French  revolutions;  and  the  subject, 
perhaps  from  its  very  strangeness 
and  novelty,  has  attracted  her.    The 
memoir  is  carefully  elaborated,  and 
yet  it  lacks  completeness,  while  Mrs. 
Oliphant  is  too  often  betrayed  into 
indulgence    for  her    hero's    senti- 
mental pedantries,  perhaps  because 


she  has  tried  to  write  a  biography 
of  which  French  Catholics  in  general 
and  the  Montalembert  family  in 
particular  should  have  no  reason  to 
complain. 

The  book  opens  with  an  account 
of  Charles  de  Montalembert's  child- 
hood, which  was  almost  entirely 
spent  in  the  society  of  his  grano* 
feithor,  the  Indian  merchant  and 
naturalist,  Mr.  James  Forbes.  This 
pair  of  friends,  an  old  man  and  a 
young  child,  when  living  in  the 
library  at  Stanmore,  make  a  picture 
pleasant  to  the  mind  and  to  tiie  eye, 
and  there  the  little  Charles  g^w 
in  knowledge  and  reverence  and 
docility,  and  in  that  ready,  charm- 
ing, spontaneous  docilitj  of  the 
h^urt,  which  was  at  once  the  bless- 
ing and  the  weakness  of  his  life. 
When  what  Mrs.  Oliphant  terms 
'  the  soft  tranquillity  of  those  narrow 
childish  skies'  was  exchanged,  after 
Mr.  Forbes'  death,  for  a  colder  and 
rougher  atmosphere,  the  boy  had 
been  already  in  great  measure 
formed.  When  ooUege  succeeded 
to  school,  early  habits  gave  place  to 
early  plans,  for  already  we  hear 
this  very  young  reasoner  determine 
to  write  a  great  work  on  the  philo- 
sophy of  Christianity,  and  then, 
again,  these  early  plans  get  mixed 
up  with  early  friendships,  witii  Rio, 
who  was  to  be  the  associate  of  his 
future  labours,  and  with  the  Abb6 
Studach,  who  first  opened  to  Mont- 
alembert that  portion  of  the  world 
of  German  speculative  thought  to 
which  Schelling  had  given  a  GathoHc 
tinge. 

He  travelled  also,  until  the  year 
1830,  that  which  followed  the  death 
of  his  sister  £!lise,  saw  him  esta- 
blished in  Paris,  a  Paris  just  enter- 
ing on  a  new  year  of  disquiet. 

The  first  iVench  Revolution,  so 


*  Memoir  qf  Count  de  Montalembert,    Bj  Mrs.  Oliphant.    William  Blackwood    and 
Son,  1872.    Edinburgh  and  London. 
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far  from  correcting  kings  or  exhaust- 
ing the  explosive  forces  of  France, 
had  left  the  conntry  watchful  and 
irritable;  and  if  some  looked  on 
that  condition  with  hope,  others 
again  could  only  regard  it  with 
dread  or  with  disgust.  And  France 
was  not  religious.  She  had  a 
church,  the  work  of  Napoleon  and 
of  a  Concordat;  but,  in  the  new 
heavens  and  new  earth  which  had, 
so  to  speak,  appeared  after  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  great  deluge,  the 
religious  element  was  wanting,  and 
Ca^olicism  seemed,  to  use  Mont- 
alembert's  own  expression,  to  be  a 
corpse,  with  which  nothing  re- 
mained to  be  done  but  charitiU^lj  to 
bury  it  The  pious  and  liberal  gifts 
of  more  than  forty  generations  had 
perished  with  them;  the  40,000 
fiefs  and  arriere-fiefs  once  held  by 
the  Gbdlican  Church,  when  taken 
&om  her  grasp,  had  accrued  to  a 
homy-handed  peasantry ;  and,  after 
a  thousand  years  of  life,  the  reli- 
gious orders  had  ceased  to  exist. 

In  other  countries  Catholicism 
had  also  much  to  depress  her,  and 
much  to  deplore,  but  France  had 
been  the  scene  of  her  greatest  dis- 
asters ;  and  so  France  ought  to  be, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  young  Mont- 
alembert  and  of  his  friends,  the  scene 
of  her  most  striking  revival.  And 
their  wish  became  father  to  the 
event.  What  a  Stolberg,  a  Balmes, 
a  Thun,  or  a  Galitzine  did  in  other 
lands  was  outdone  in  France,  until 
the  Church  there  grew  to  count 
among  her  champions  all  that  the 
country  had  noblest,  most  culti- 
vated, and  best. 

Their  enthusiasm  was  contagious. 
Yet  the  saddest  part  of  their  history 
is  that  theirs  was  nothing  but  an 
enthusiasm :  that  whatever  force  the 
movement  possessed  expended  itself 
in  emotional  discussions,  emotional 
articles,  and  emotional  measures ; 
that  it  seemed*  to  lend  its  coun- 
tenance to  a  clergy  guilty  of  teach- 
ing the  miracle  of  I^  Salette; 
and  that,  after  one  splendid  ana- 


chronism, it  collapsed.  Not,  how- 
ever, without  raising  the  tone  of 
a  portion  of  the  society  that  sur- 
rounded them,  for  that  was  true 
which  Mdme.  Swetchine  said  in 
writing  of  Paris :  *  It  is  true  that 
nowhere  is  God  more  sinned  against 
than  He  is  here,  but  that  nowhere  is 
He  also  more  loved.*  How  Mont- 
alembert  and  his  friends  loved,  and 
how  their  love,  when  diverted  from 
its  legitimate  objects,  God  and  the 
country,  and  deprived  of  its  legiti- 
mate expression,  was  maimed  and 
crippled  by  its  subservience  to 
Rome,  it  will  be  the  business  of  this 
paper  to  show. 

The  most  prominent  of  this  band 
of  friends  was  M.  La  Mennais,  so 
unprophetically  christened  F61icit6. 
A  Catholic,  a  Royalist,  and  above 
all  a  Breton,  he  waa  the  very  man 
to  head  a  religious  movement.  AU 
ready  in  middle  life,  his  bold  pages 
had  for  some  years  stirred  the 
minds  of  the  thinking  classes  in 
France.  Most  likely  from  his 
temper  to  be  a  keen  partisan,  he 
was  as  likely  to  become  a  jour- 
nalist as  a  reformer.  Accordingly 
when  Montalembert  came  cuxouru 
du  fond  de  VIrlande,  as  he  says, 
to  join  a  society  whose  watch- 
words were  '  God  and  Liberty,'  his 
first  visit  was  to  La  Mennais.  On 
every  point  they  can  hardly  have 
agreed,  since  La  Mennais  was  a 
Republican,  with  a  brain  that,  like 
that  of  Buchez,  teemed  with  social 
extravagances.  As  'helpers  of 
humanity,*  however,  he  and  his 
young  disciple  soon  stood  pledged 
to  one  another ;  the  Avenir  journal 
was  started,  and  Montalembert, 
who  had  felt  his  life  objectless  and 
tasteless,  found  it  transfigured  when 
following  in  the  channel  of  Catholic 
liberty. 

And  on  the  horizon,  which  he  felt 
to  be  always  widening,  a  new  star 
was  yet  to  rise. 

In  the  autumn  of  that  year  he  first 
met  Henri  Lacordaire,and  he  saw  in 
him  a  priest  in  very  deed,  a  teacher 
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elect  to  suffering,  *  one  predestined 
to  genius  and  to  glory.'  It  is  need- 
less to  say  tliat  a  strong  friendship 
was  made  between  them,  though  at 
first  the  two  men  seem  to  have  ex- 
changed their  roles  since  the  Avenir 
was  suspended  for  two  papers, 
which  were  the  work  of  Lacordure, 
while  Montalembert's  mind  was  oc- 
cupied in  deciding  whether  he  would 
or  would  not  become  a  priest.  He 
finally  decided  against  it,  and  then 
expended  his  spare  energies  in  open- 
ing a  school  which  was  speedily 
closed  by  the  police,  and  in  writing 
warnings  in  the  Avenir — warnings 
to  Frajice  which  read  like  the 
knell  of  a  society  and  of  a  country. 
By  these  remarks  the  A7;enir  was 
brought  into  collision  with  the  au- 
thorities and  suspended.  This,  as 
we  know,  was  not  to  be  Montalem- 
bert's  last  experience  of  this  sort  of 
political  situation,  and  just  now, 
even  though  it  startled  him,  it  did 
not  depress  him.  He  and  his 
colleagues  were  young,  and,  as  La- 
cordaire  wrote,  *  However  cruel 
time  may  be,  it  can  take  nothing 
from  the  liappiness  of  the  year  that 
is  just  gone.*  To  understand  the  ex- 
pression one  must  have  been  young 
oneself,  or  have  been  bom  when  reli- 
gion was  hardly  named  in  France. 
Then  to  have  lived  to  see  the 
revival  of  faith,  and  the  resus- 
citation of  such  charitable  orders  as 
that  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  might 
well  have  caused  a  joy  which  the 
police  of  Louis  Philippe  could  not 
take  away,  .  .  *  Those  men,'  Lacor- 
daire  adds,  *  who  have  not  lived  in 
both  periods,  can  never  represent 
to  themselves  what  was  the  passage 
fipom  the  one  to  the  other.  As  for  us, 
we,  who  have  been  of  both  epochs, 
who  have  seen  the  shame  and  the 
honour,  our  eyes  at  the  recollection 
fill  with  unsummoned  tears,  as  we 
give  thanks  to  Him  who  is  unspeak' 
able  in  His  gifts.* 

More  coadjutors  now  added  them- 
selvestothe  young  reformers.  Albert 
de    la    Ferronays,    young,    gifted. 


and  supersensitive,  was  there ;  and 
thither  came  the  P^re  Q^rbet,  after- 
wards Bishop  of  Perpignan,  that 
'mystic  angel'  who  was  such  a  fit 
director  for  Alexandrine  de  la  Fer- 
ronays, and  upon  whose  wonderful 
Credo  de  la  Douleti/r  many  a  sobbing 
face  has  surely  been  pressed  ;  there 
also  Rio  reappeared,  ftiU  of  impulses 
towards  mediaeval  art,  and  of  love 
for  that  Italy  to  which,  in  Novem- 
ber 183 1,  when  the  Avenir  had 
fairly  made  shipwreck,  the  little 
colony  transferred  themselves. 

With  no  small  emotion  they  found 
themselves  actually  in  Rome,  and 
under  the  shadow  of  St.  Peter's 
chair.  They  burned  with  high 
hopes  that  here  at  least  they  would 
be  understood,  and  thus  their  aspira- 
tions for  the  welfiwe  of  Catholic 
Christendom  would  deserve  and 
receive  the  blessing  of  its  august 
head.  But  the  notes  that  had  been 
too  loud  for  the  cabinet  of  Louis 
Philippe  sounded  just  as  ill-omened 
in  the  ears  of  the  Pope.  The  policy 
of  the  Papacy  with  regard  to.  merit 
has  often — nay,  generally — been 
that  of  the  Tarquins  with  regard  to 
poppies,  and  Liberty  and  Infallibi- 
Hty  can  never  kiss  each  other.  Thus 
the  *  Society  for  the  Defence  of  Reli- 
gious Liberty '  met  with  no  sympa- 
thy. An  ^accueil  trbs-reserve^  was 
all  that  was  accorded  to  its  leaders, 
and  before  many  weeks  they  were 
asked  to  consent  to  the  withdrawal 
of  all  their  plans,  and  to  see  the 
downfall  of  all  their  hopes. 

The  leaders  were  differently  af- 
fected by  the  Papal  censure. 

La  Mennais,  with  strong  passions 
and  self-love,  clung  to  his  plan  as 
his  plan,  and  at  times  fancied  that 
he  could  coax,  or  lead,  or  even  force 
the  Pope  to  his  way  of  thinking. 
He  fisfciled,  as  everyone  knew  he 
must,  and  as  he  neither  could  nor 
would  brook  the  disappointment^ 
he  wandered  away.  One  more  un- 
grateful son  of  the  Church  the  Ultra- 
montanes  declared  him  to  be,  while 
their  opponents  pointed  to  him  as 
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<me  more  martjr  to  liberty;  a  BelU- 
ing  star  whose  brightness  attracted 
some  disciples ;  a  Uving  protest  to 
ihe  incompatibility  of  Bomish  tenets 
and  pretensions  with  freedom   of 
thought  or  action,  or  with  the  new 
necessities    of    a    new    age.      La 
Mennais  the  rebel,  with  his  high 
temper  and  marked  individnality, 
started  with  a  determined,  absolute 
sense  that  he  was  right,  and  in  the 
right.      Lacordaire  and  Montalem- 
bert  had  rather  anabsolute  and  deter- 
mined wish  to  serve  God  and  society, 
and  if  the  means  and  the  machinery 
that  they  had  first  adopted  were  dis- 
approve  of  by  the  head   of   the 
Church,  they  were  able  to  submit. 
They  were  willing  also  to  try  again, 
at  another  time  and  in  another  way. 
Lacordaire  left  Borne,  however,  and 
the  next  time  that  he  arrived  for- 
mally to  ask  for  the  Pontifical  bles- 
sing was  in  1844,  when  he  planned 
that  revival  of  the  Dominican  bro- 
therhood which  lived  and  died  at  La 
Qnercia  and  at  Nancy.     Montalem- 
bert  also  left  Rome.     He  travelled, 
and  falling  in  love  with  the  memory 
of  St.    Elizabeth  of  Hungary,  he 
followed  her  footsteps  from  fiict  to 
legend,  from  cajstle  to  city,  threw 
together  the  materials  for  his  first 
work,    a  life   of  that  royal  saint, 
wejat  to  Pisa  and  read  extracts  from 
his  notes  to  Albert  and  Alexandrine 
de  la  Ferronajrs,  and  did  not  return 
to  Paris  till  the  year  1835,  when  he 
came  to  take  his  seat  in  the  Chamber 
of  Peers.     He  was  twenty-five  years 
of  age. 

Once  more  then  he  and  Lacordaire 
oonld  hold  counsel  together,  and 
Ozanam  and  Rio  and  Mdme.  Swet- 
ohine  were  with  them  to  witness 
Hontalembert's  parliamentary  (?t^^, 
3nd  to  hear  those  conferences  of  the 
•priest  which  made  the  pulpit  of 
Notre  Dame  the  centre  of  the  reli- 
gious life  of  Paris.  Again,  as  befi>re, 
these  men  reasoned  with  the  Paris- 
ians of  God,  of  liberty,  of  courage, 
of  justice,  and  of  judgment  to  come. 
Again,  as  before,  acorruptand  truth- 


less society  listened  to  them  with 
wonder,  or  turned  >a  deaf  ear,' so  that 
the  friends  might  again  have  asked, 
as  they  had  done  before,   *  Where 
is  the  tie  that  has  not  been  broken  ? 
Where  is  the  cause  that  has  not 
been  distrusted  ?  Where  is  ike  prin- 
ciple that  reigns  as  master  over  one 
single  soul  ?     An  indescribable  ver- 
tigo has  seized  on  men:   no  one 
knows  where  he  is  going ;  no  one 
wishes  to  go  where  his  fate  urges 
him.   They  lie  ;  they  heap  oath  upon 
oath;  yet  all  their  vwn  words,  in 
which  God  is  not  so  much  as  once 
named,  are  quickly  efihced  from  the 
recollection  of  men.  .  .  .  They  be- 
lieve with  a  blind  faith  in  the  im- 
mortal power  of  a  family,  in   tho 
miraculous  destiny  of  a  child,    in 
the  terrible  punishment    of   their 
enemies;  but  tell  them  there  is  a 
God  in  the  midst  of  these  crumbling 
theories,  of  this  volcanic  agitation, 
of  the  peoples,  and  they  will  shake 
off  the  dust  from  their  feet  against 
you.' 

The    bishops  of    France  looked 
rather  coldly  on  this  pair  of  plain- 
spoken  friends.     *  Le  hruU,*  said  one 
prelate,  *  ne  fait  jamais  dii  hi&Hj  et 
le  hien  ne  fait  jamais  du  bruit  ;*  and 
though  [in  France  a  mot  like  this 
is  damaging  indeed,  Montalembert 
found  hmiself,  in   1844,  obliged  to 
risk  some  more  noise  for  the  cause 
of  education,  which  he  had  so  long 
advocated,   and  for  that  constitu-. 
tional  policy  which  has  been  so  often 
attempted    in   France.     He   spoke 
well  and  worked  well,  and  if  we 
were  abruptly  asked  to  say  what, 
with  all    his  enthusiasm    and  his 
good  intentions,  Charles  de  Mont- 
alembert really  did  for  his  country, 
we  should  reply,  that,  in  the  fiEMje 
of  a  Government  whose  educational 
policy  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  monopoly,  he  tried  to  ob- 
tain for  all  ranks  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, of  which  the  basis  was  a  faith 
in  Christianity ;  and  that  again,  be- 
fore the  elections  of  1846,  he  roused 
tho  electors,  and  hegged  ih&m  to 
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realise  tbe  responsible  power  wbich 
was  lodged  in  their  hands. 

In  consequence  of  his  exertions 
one  hundred  and  thirty  deputies 
came  up  to  that  parliament  pledged 
to  the  cause  of  reh'ffious  and  edu- 
cational liberty ;  a  liberty  subject 
only  to  constitutional  restrictions. 
When  we  remember  that  the  clouds 
were  already  gathering  for  the 
storm  of  1 848,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
ask  what  became  of  the  hundred  and 
thirty  members,  of  their  influence 
and  their  votes.  Tn  a  IVench  political 
convulsion  it  is  not  the  men  of  order 
or  education  who  are  heard ;  it  is  the 
men  of  extremes,  extremes  of  abso- 
lutism and  extremes  of  democratic 
violence  which,  by  changing  the  na- 
ture but  not  the  degree  of  t3rranny, 
smother  at  last  the  principles  of 
freedom. 

When  Louis  Philippe  was  sent 
into  exile  by  the  most  '  purposeless 
and  severely  punished  of  revolu- 
tions,' the  Chamber  of  Peers  was 
doomed.  M.  de  Montalembert  might 
then  have  felt  for  a  moment  as  if 
his  career  was  closed,  but  he  was 
returned  ere  long  as  depuiy  for  the 
Department  of  Doubs,  and  allowed 
to  raise  his  voice  again  for  the  causes 
he  had  at  heart.  Lord  Normanby 
says  of  his  first  appearance  in  the 
Assembly,  *  Upon  my  first  visit  to 
the  Assembly  this  morning  (June 
23),  even  in  the  midst  of  the  agi- 
tation caused  by  the  struggle  already 
begun,  I  heard  that  an  intense  sen- 
sation had  been  produced  yesterday 
by  the  first  great  speech  of  M.  de 
Montalembert,  in  his  new  character 
of  representant  du  peupISf  and  upon 
the  subject  of  the  proposed  decree 
authorising  the  Government  to  take 
possession  of  the  railroads.  He 
made  this  an  occasion  for  stating, 
his  opinion  boldly,  as  he  was  sure 
to  do  upon  the  general  state  of  the 
country.' 

The  successful  orator  himself  was 
in  the  habit  of  saying  that  the  year 
1849  was  the  most  brilliant  one  of 
his  life.     It  must  have  been  one  of 


many   hopes    and    fears.      France^ 
seemed  to  pause  before  confinHiBg- 
or  choosing  a  form  of  government, 
and  the  many,  the  very  many,  mea 
of  merit  and  ability  who  at  that  time^ 
like   Montalembert,   wished    for  a 
*  manly  and  regulated  liberty,'  did  at 
moments  believe  themselves  to  be 
approaching  the  fulfilment  of  their 
hopes.     Setting  aside  the  party  of 
brUliant  and  eager  Republicans,  it 
did  seem  as  if  France  possessed  in 
a  Berryer,    a    De    Tocqueville,    a 
Guizot,  a  Bemusat,  a  Fauchcr,   a 
Duvergier  de  Hauranne,  a  Falloux,. 
a  Montalembert,  a  Kergolay,  a  Do 
Beaumont,  and   a  De   Broglie  the- 
ten  righteous  men  who  might  have 
saved  a  city  and  nation,  could  the 
Government  but  be  confided  to  such 
hands.     But  property  was  menaced 
by    the  Communistic  tone  of  the 
great    towns,    and    the    party,   se 
called,  of  order,  was,  not  unnaturally^ 
bent  on  establishing  a  '  strong  go- 
vernment,' one  which  would  secure 
property  and  peace.    And  for  the  ten. 
righteous  men  we  have  named,  the 
President,     Louis     Napoleon,    had 
among  his  personal   friends  quite 
as  many  men  of  precisely  opposite 
description.      They   had   not  been 
so  much  as  named  for  office  in  his 
first  cabinet,  but  not  the  less  had 
they    bided     their     time.      By    a 
stroke   of  unexampled  daring  and 
rascality  they  possessed  themselves, 
on  one  memorable  morning  in  De- 
cember,   of  the    chief   power  and 
places  in  the   State,  and  on  that 
day    the   legitimate    career  of  all 
honest  and  constitutional  statesmen 
in    France    was    ended.       M.    de 
Montalembert's  fate  was  np  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.     Not  that 
he    altogether    ceased   to    protest. 
The  incident  in  his  life  with  which 
the  English  public  is  most  familiar, 
is  his  condemnation  in    November 
1858  for  articles  published  in  the 
Correspondanty  said  to  contain  'at- 
tacks on  universal  suffirage ;  on  the 
rights  of  the  Emperor ;  on  the  re- 
spect due  to  the  laws,  and  to  the 
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Government  of  the  Emperor,*  while 
thej  were  also  of  a  nature  to  dis- 
turb the  public  peace.  We  extract 
a  portion  of  Mrs.  Oliphant's  account 
of  the  trial  and  its  consequences : 

The  penalties  attached  to  these  accusa- 
tions were   serious ;   not    only  were    the 
eulprits  liable  to  sentences  of  imprison- 
ment»  irarjdng  from  three  months  to  five 
jears,  and  to  fines  varying  from   500  to 
6,000  francs,  but  they  were  subject  to  a 
lasting  soryeillance,  and  might  be  either 
expelled  from  French  territory,  or  be  shut 
up  in    some  French    or  Algerian    town. 
The  trial  was  therefore  no  child's  play  to 
M.   de    Montalembert      The    court    was 
crowded  with  the  best  and  highest  audience 
that  Paris  could  collect.    To  hear  the  first 
of  French  lawyers  plead,  and  one  of  the 
most  illustrious  of  French  orators  submit 
to  an  examination,  was  enough  to  attract  a 
crovd.  .  .  .  M.  de  Montalembert  was   ex- 
amined as  to  the  meaning  of  the  passages 
alleged  as  libellous — whether  he  did  not 
mean  to  describe  the  Imperial  Government 
by   the  words   *  the  chroniclers  of  anti- 
ambers,    the  atmosphere    charged  with 
servile  and  corrupt  miasmas,'  and  whether 
he  did  not  imply,  by  saying  that  he  went 
to  breathe  an  air  more  pure,  to  take  a 
bath  of  life  in  free  England,  an  attack  on 
the  institutions  of  his  country.  ...  No  one 
who  has  ever  seen  M.  de  Montalembert  can 
have  any  difficulty  in  representing  to  him- 
self the  curiously  si^ificant  position  in 
which  the  foolish  malice  of  his  prosecutors 
thus  placed  him.     With  his  imperturbable 
composure,  that  *  aristocratic  calm*  which 
his  critics  had  so  often  remarked,  he  stood 
before  all  Paris,  with  the  ciirl  of  sarcasm 
about  his  lips,  enjoying,  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart  this 
unlooked-for  chance  of  adding  a  double 
point  to  every  arrow  he  had  launched.  .  .  . 
The  calm  sravity  with  which  he  acknow- 
ledges  each  damning  implication   as   an 
historical  fact  not  to  be  denied,  the  suaAe 
and  serious  composure  of  his  aspect,  the 
irresistible  and  undeniable  force  of  that 
polished  'reiteration,  the  ironical  disavowal 
of  any  attack  *  in  the  sense  implied  by  the 
law,'  all  make  up  the  most  characteristic 
picture  which  could  possibly  be  given  of 
the  man.  .  .  .  When  he  calmly  repeated  his 
most  moderate  and  gentle  explanation — *  I 
have  merely  stated  a  fact ;  avertissementa 
are  given  ;  France  did  possess  certain  insti- 
tutions which  she  possesses  no  longer ' — it 
is  impossible  not  to  add  in  imagination  the 
^eam  of  the  eye,  the  movement  of  the 
cafan  lip,  the  sense  of  power  with  which  this 
leemingly  innocent  response  was  given.  . . . 
The  Procureup   Imp^al   conducted   the 


prosecution,  and  the  distinguished  and 
eloquent  M.  Berryer  made  a  speech  of  two 
hours'  duration  for  the  defence.  As  to  the 
decision,  of  course  there  could  be  no  doubt. 
The  defendants  were  found  guilty  upon  tho 
first  three  counts ;  the  fourth  count,  that  of 
having  endeavoured  to  disturb  the  public 
peace  by  exciting  citizens  to  hatred  and 
contempt  of  each  other,  was  dropped.  The 
sentence :  six  months  of  imprisonment  and 
a  fine  of  3,000  francs  for  the  Count  de 
Montalembert ;  one  month's  imprisonment 
and  1,000  francs  of  fine  for  M.  Douniol, 
the  publisher  of  the  Cor  respondent. 

The  sentence,  however,  was  followed  by 
no  immediate  enforcement  of  the  penalty. 
Montulenibert  left  the  court  quietly  on 
foot,  a  group  of  people  momentarily  as- 
sembling in  the  street  to  gaze  at  him.  He 
appealed  at  once,  as  he  had  a  right,  to  the 
superior  court.  Before  the  time  for  the 
appeal  was  completed,  the  Emperor  made 
an  effort  to  reclaim  the  ground  which  had 
been  lost  by  fully  remitting  the  sentence^ 
on  the  occasion  of  the  anniversaiy  of 
December  2.  The  culprit  had,  however, 
no  mind  to  accept  the  grace  thus  awarded 
to  him,  and  on  the  same  day  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  MotiUeur : 

*  Paris  :  December  2,  1858. 

•  M.  le  Ridacieur,-— The  Moniteur  of  this 
morning  contains,  in  its  unofficial  part,  a 
piece  of  news  which  I  learned  only  in 
reading  it.  It  is  expressed  as  follows: 
"  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  on  the  occasion 
of  December  2,  remits  to  M.  le  Comte  de 
Montalembert  the  sentence  pronounced 
against  him."  Condemned  on  November 
24,  I  had  already  appealed  against  the 
sentence.  No  power  in  France,  up  to  the 
present  moment,  has  any  right  to  remit  a 
penalty  not  yet  definitively  pronounced.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  still  believe  in  justice, 
and  do  not  accept  mercy.  I  beg  you,  and 
if  necessary  I  require  you,  to  publish  this 
letter  in  your  next  number. 

'  Accept  the  assurance  of  my  consideratioD. 

*Ch.  db  Montalbmbkst.' 

The  superior  court  decided  the  appeal  on 
December  21.  It  repeated  the  previous 
condemnation,  but  reduced  the  sentence 
from  six  to  three  months'  imprisonment. 
The  Emperor,  however,  a  few  days  later 
repeated  his  act  of  grace,  and  remitted  all 
the  penalties  of  Montalembert.  M.  Dou- 
niol  had  his  fine  of  1,000  flrancs  to  pay, 
and  thus  the  whole  business  ended. 

After  this  storm  was  laid  the 
compilation  of  his  great  work,  Lea 
Movties  de  V  Occident,  occupied  the 
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mind  of  Monfcalembert ;  and  his 
leisure  was  apt  to  be  spent  in 
journeys  to  countries  whose  sites, 
like  those  of  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
Germany,  were  connected  witii  his 
book.  Two  volumes  were  published 
in  i860,  and  the  remaining  ones 
appeared  in  1866  and  1867. 

This  history,  or  rather  this  bean- 
tiftd  apologia  for  the  monks  of  the 
West,  for  the  evangelists  of  the 
Isles,  for  the  civiUsers  of  the  darkest 
comers  of  Christendom,  was  but 
the  literary  context  to  a' most  re- 
markable movement  in  France,  a 
movement  to  which  the  friends  of 
Montalembert's  youth  gave  the  first 
impulse : 

When  Lacordaire  had  been  by 
the  suspension  of  the  Avenir,  and 
the  disapproval  of  the  Pope,  thrown 
back  upon  his  own  resources  and 
reflections,  it  could  not  be  but  that 
that  ardent  heart  and    ingenious 
head  should  find  another  medium 
of  conmiunicating  with  society.     To 
give  expression  to  his  love  of  God, 
the  supreme  and  satisfying  passion 
of  his  life,  and  to  warn  a  world  (for 
whose  welfare  he  was  ready  to  &ee 
any  sacrifice),  that  by  losing  feith  in 
its  God  it  would  die  to  youth,  to 
honour,  and  to  freedom,  were  neces- 
sities to  him.     From  the  pulpit  of 
Kotre  Dame  he  declared  them,  and 
of  the  many  who  came  there  to 
wonder,  some  certainly  remained  to 
pray.     Yet  he   was  not    satisfied. 
What  was  one  voice  in  this  Babel  of 
folly  and  crime  ?  and  so  the  priest 
who  had  been  baffled  as  a  reformer 
and  a  journahst  grew  to  think  that 
the  presence  of  a  preaching  order  in 
Fiunce   would  send  a.  quickening 
spirit  through    society.      At  that 
epoch  the  Jesuits  were  the  only 
religious    order    residing    in     the 
country.     What  if  the  rule  of  St. 
Dominic  could    be    revived,    with 
its  third  estate  of   teachers?     A 
place  was  vacant  in  the  religious 
machinery  of  the  Church  in  Fmnce, 
and  the  Dominican  order  would  fill  it ; 
then  whj  not  adopt  a  rule  that  had   > 


once  shed  such  lustre  ?  or  why  pre- 
fer to  that  rule  some  system  bearing 
the  stamp  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury? 

The  -confidante  of  this  scheme 
was  Madame  Swetchinc,  and  its 
first  convert  was  Requedat,  in 
,  whose  company  we  see  Lacordaire 
once  more  taking  his  way  to  Rome. 
This  time  the  Pope  was  favour- 
able. Lacordaire  assumed  in  1844 
the  garb  of  the  order,  the  white  and 
black  robes  of  innocence  and  of 
penitence,  and  he  began  a  life  of 
monastic  solitude  in  the  Dominican 
convent  of  La  Querela. 

We  can  not  and  ought  not  here 
to  follow  the  details  of  this  Domi- 
nican revival,   or    of   its  leader's 
career,  from  the  first  tears  shed  in 
the  cell  at  La  Querela,  to  the  last 
sigh    breathed    in    the    school  of 
Sorreze;   but  the  spirit  that  ani- 
mated Lacordaire  and  his  friends 
was  the  History  of  the  Monks  of  the 
West   put  into  action;    set  as  it 
were  to  music,   and  surely  to  no 
ordinary  strain.     Beautiful  as  they 
were,  still  truth  compels  us  to  own 
that  lives  like  those  of  Requedat, 
Besson,  and  Piel  were  failures  for 
France ;  for  one  by  one  these  dis- 
ciples of  Lacordaire  withered  into 
early  graves;  ItalyandMossoulkeep 
their  ashes,  and  their  spirits  rest 
They  were  of  those  who,  like  the 
Pere  Gratry,  had  early  heard  some 
unearthly     voice     adjure     them: 
*  Friend,  come  up  higher,'  but,  alas  I 
society   has  not  been  born  agam 
through  their  great  devotion,  their 
prayerful  vigils,  or  their  unrepining 
deaths. 

No  trait  of  French  national  cha- 
racter in  this  century  is  so  painfol 
as  the  want  of  moral  courage  in 
Frenchmen  to  resist  a  personal  or 
a  popular  impulse,  and  in  this  re- 
vival of  the  conventual  life  we  can- 
not but  see  another  phase  of  the 
same  fatal  evil.  Not  a  contemptible 
phase,  but  not  the  less  a  pemiciou^ 
one;  To  escape  from  the  present 
dilemma,  and  to  constmot  in  imagi- 
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natfon  a  new  situation  ont  of  new 
but  inu^inaty  elements,  is  not  to 
regenerate  society,  but  to  niake  a 
sentimental  mistake. 

What  was  finest  in  tliese  men 
was  their  earnest  devotion,  their 
readiness  to  sacrifice  the  person 
to  the  canse,  the  present  to  the 
fotare,  the  few  for  the  many,  the 
life  for  the  work.  Montalembert, 
less  heroic  than  the  rest,  praised  St. 
Bernard,  St.  Benedict,  and  St.  Domi- 
nic, and  he  praised  his  friends  ;  but 
while  he  felt  with  them,  he  did  not 
do  as  they  did.  It  was  only  in  later 
life  that  he  had  to  drink  of  their 
cup. 

In  his  house  in  the  Rue  du  Bac, 
SBd  in  his  ch&teau  at  Yillersexel, 
his  danghter  CaUierine  had  grown 
up  beside  him.  She  had  inherited 
bis  talent;  she  was  gay,  sweet- 
tempered,  and  accomplished,  and 
ber  appearance  in  society  had  real- 
ised every  wish  her  fitther  might 
have  formed.  Suddenly  she  an- 
nounced to  him  her  desire  to  be- 
come a  nun.  This  daughter  of  the 
historian  of  the  cloister  said  it, 
meant  it,  and  did  it,  for  her  father 
could  not  well  refute  her  arguments. 
M.  Ck)ohin  describes  the  scene  that 
took  place  between  them.  *  One 
day  his  charming  and  beloved  child 
entered  that  library  which  all  his 
friends  knew  so  well,  and  said  to  him, 
"  I  am  fond  of  everything  around  mo. 
I  love  pleasure,  wit,  society,  and 
its  amusements ;  I  love  my  family, 
my  studies,  my  companions,  my 
youth,  my  Kfe,  my  country ;  but  I 
We  God  better  than  all,  and  I 
desire  to  give  myself  to  Him."  And 
when  be  said  to  her,  "My  child, 
is  there  something  that  grieves 
you  ?  "  she  went  to  the  bookshelves, 
and  sought  one  of  the  volumes  in 
which  he  has  narrated  the  history 
of  the  monks  of  the  West.  "  It  is 
you,"  she  answered,  "who  have 
taught  me  that  withered  hearts  and 
weary  sooIb  are  not  the  things 
whidb  we  ought  to  ofier  to  God." 
Some  mcmtha  after  Mademoiselle 


de  Montalembert  carried  out  her 
purpose,  as  her  father  said,  "d 
sa  grande  dholatiKm,'*  *  The  gap 
she  left  in  his  life  was  never  filled 
up ;  and  though  Mrs.  Oliphant 
says  that  he  grew  to  forget  his 
individual  disappointment  and  pain 
in  seeing  her  useful  and  happy  in 
her  vocation,  no  one  who  saw  him 
could  doubt  but  that  in  giving  her 
up  he  had  given  up  the  light  and 
brightness  of  his  last  years.  They 
were  years  of  physical  sufiering, 
though  of  unblunted  sympathies 
and  of  undimmed  faith.  Death 
came  painlessly  and  gently  at  last 
on  March  13,  1870,  to  one  who  was 
'  cast  in  gentle  mould,'  and  saved 
an  honourable  French  statesman 
from  beholding  the  humiliation  of 
his  beautiful  France  at  the  hands  of. 
a  foreign  foe,  and  the  destruction  of 
Paris  at  the  hands  of  the  Gommuiie. 

Those  whom  the  gods  love  die 
young ;  yet  even  to  have  died  in  the 
spring  of  1870,  was  to  have  been 
spared  much  that  Montalembert  had 
foreseen,  and,  that  in  common  with 
the  whole  constitutional  party,  he 
had  been  too  feeble  to  prevent. 

His  youth  had  been  one  of  so 
great  promise,  that  the  question  is 
forced  upon  one.  Why  was  the 
after  life  incommensurate  with  it  ? 
Why  did  all  those  graces  of  adoles- 
cence and  enthusiasm  not  ripen  and 
harden  into  a  fuller  stature  of  manly 
greatness?  He  fell  on  evil  days, 
and  his  mental  fibre  was  delicate  in 
no  common  degree.  A  nature  like 
this  has  one  great  drawback ;  it 
suffers.  Time  is  needed  to  recover 
from  suffering,  and  way  and  ground 
are  both  lost  during  a  process 
which  time  only  can  accomplish. 
The  wound  heals,  as  wounds  in  all 
sound  minds  and  bodies  do  heal, 
but  the  man  starts  again  at  a  dis- 
advantage. No  One,  for  example, 
who  looked  at  Montalembert's  fiice 
in  late  life  could  mistake  for  a 
moment  that  he  was  a  man  who 
had  been  shaken  by  mental  as  w«ll 
as  phyfeioal  pangs.    Only  less  sens!- 
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tive  thjan  De  Tocquevillc,  his  was 
a  temperament  unfitted  to  succeed. 
Only  the  men  of  blood  and  iron 
really  succeed,  for  they  have  no 
hesitations,  no  regrets,  no  relent- 
in  gs,  no  doubts,  and  no  despairs. 
But  there  ^was  another  and  a 
heayier  cause  for  Montalembert's 
failures.  It  lay  in  what  he  con- 
sidered his  strcngth,  in  his  utter 
subservience  to  Rome.  In  1870, 
and  when  M.  de  Montalembert  was, 
through  *  suffering,  rejoicing,  and 
sorrowing,'  slowly  making  his  way 
to  his  rest,  the  agitation  of  the 
Papal  Infallibility  as  a  verlte  patente 
and  a  dogma  came  to  a  crisis.  The 
almost  dying  man  wrote  on  Febru* 
ary  28th  a  letter,  published  in  the 
Gazette  de  France,  condemning  the 
eager  servility  with  which  French- 
men were  carrying  out  Ultramon- 
tane principles  in  the  Church.  Yet 
in  the  last  days  of  his  life  the 
following  remarkable  conversation 
took  place.  A  visitor  put  a  direct 
question  to  Montalembert :  '  If  the 
Infallibility  is  proclaimed,  what  will 
you  do  ?  '  *  I  will  struggle  against 
it  as  long  as  I  can.'  But  when  the 
question  was  repeated,  *  What  should 
I  do  ?'  he  said.  *  We  are  always  told 
that  the  Pope  is  a  father ;  eh  hien ! 
there  are  many  fathers  who  demand 
our  adherence  to  things  very  far 
from  our  inclinations  and  contrary 
to  our  ideas.  In  such  a  case  the  son 
struggles  while  he  can;  he  tries 
hard  to  persuade  his  father,  dis- 
cusses and  talks  the  matter  over 
with  him;  but  when  all  is  done, 
when  he  sees  no  possibility  of  suc- 
ceeding, but  receives  a  distinct  re- 
fusal, he  submits.  I  shall  do  the 
same.'  *  You  will  submit  as  far  as 
form  goes ;  yon  will  submit  exter- 
nally. But  now  will  you  reconcile 
that  submission  with  your  ideas  and 
convictions  ? '  *  I  will  make  no 
attempt  to  reconcile  them;  I  will 
simply  submit  my  will,  as  has  to  be 
done  in  respect  to  all  the  other 
questions  of  the  faith.  I  am  not  a 
theologian:   it  is  not  my  part  to 


decide  such  matters,  and  God  does 
not  ask  me  to  understand.  He  asks 
me  to  submit  my  will  and  intelli- 
gence, and  I  will  do  so.' 

This  confession  of  his  faith  needs 
no  commentary.  Under  the  ch*- 
cumstances,  which  painfully  recall 
those  of  the  death-bed  of  Adolphe 
Gratry,  it  can  have  but  one  expla- 
nation.  The  children  of  the  Church 
of  Home  love  her — through  right 
and  through  wrong  they  love  her— 
and  in  France  no  wonder.  In  an 
age  all  chaotic  she  stands  firm  on 
the  rock  of  the  Fisherman's  faith. 
Vexed  tides  and  contrary  winds 
have  often  wi'ecked  the  vessel  of  the 
State ;  the  ship  of  the  Church  will 
outride  the  storm.  Society  is  flip- 
pant, godless,  and  sensual,  but  she 
trains  up  Spartan  sons.  Modem 
schools  of  thought  for  the  *verj 
Grod '  of  the  Credo,  can  at  best  sub- 
stitute and  acknowledge  an  Un- 
knowable and  an  Unknown ;  but  in- 
stead of  a  force  of  forces,  recognised 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  known,  the 
Church  points  to  the  Light  of  Lights, 
as  lightening  every  man  that  cometh 
into  the  world.  Imniortality  and  its 
hopes  may  be  fading  out  of  many 
minds  too  gross  to  need  its  promises 
or  to  note  its  foreshado  wings,  but 
the  Church  still  proclaims  as  Grod's 
last,  best  gift  *  the  life  of  the  world 
to  come.' 

The  disorders  and  distractions, 
the  ignorance,  idleness,  and  selfish- 
ness of  modern  France  might  also 
well  have  inclined  Montalembert  and 
his  friends  to  revert  fondly  to  a  time 
when  French  churchmen  were  su- 
preme in  politics,  piety,  and  though^ 
till  they  felt  that  the  eclipse  of  faiSi  is 
the  night  of  a  nation.  What  wonder, 
then,  if  as  French  society  emerged 
from  the  darkness  of  a  quarter  of 
a  century  these  men  turned  to 
the  Catholic  Church  as  to  a  fountain 
of  rejuvenescence  ?  And  when,  as 
from  the  roots  of  trees  that  have 
been  felled,  Montalembert  saw  fresh 
saplings  spring,  green  with  beauty 
and  with  promise,  what  wonder  that 
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he  looked  upon  his  Church  as  the 
narsuig  mother  of  society,  saw 
with  prophetic  joy  issue  from  her 
*  gates,'  in  unhroken  succession  and 
in  inexhaustible  supply,  *  the  ser- 
vants and  the  handmaids  of  God?' 

La  Quercia  bid  fair  at  one  time 
to  he  a  second  Port  Royal.  So 
much  the  Catholic  revivalists 
achieved,  but  no  more.  But  this  re- 
vival of  an  obsolete  monastic  sys- 
tem had  to  be  nursed  in  a  foreign 
country,  and  their  scheme  for  the 
restoration  of  society  was  withered 
like  the  oak  leaves  from  the  convent 
^ees.  False  as  an  anachronism,  it 
was  false  to  common  sense,  and  it 
was  in  its  details  false  to  patriotism. 

Yet  where  the  Avenir  propa- 
ganda had  been  condemned,  this 
plan  received  the  Papal  sanction, 
and  with  all  its  &tal  errors  it 
bad  the  delighted  approval  of  M. 
de  Montalembert.  The  Pontiff  pro- 
bably thought  it  harmless,  but  the 
statesman  must  have  failed  to  see 
that  it  never  could  leaven  society 
since  it  began  by  renouncing  it, 
or  save  a  country  since  the  first 
step  was  to  leave  it.  Why  did  he 
&il  to  see  this  ?  Because  Rome 
gives  a  deadly  wine  to  her  sons; 
because  when  integrity  of  mind 
bas  once  been  lost,  the  sense  is  lost' 
bj  which  men  distinguish  truth 
from  error.  Had  these  firiends  been 
tme  in  early  life  to  the  light  which 
was  in  them,  their  lives,  which 
could  not  have  been  more  saintly, 
would  have  been  perhaps  more 
stormy  and  certainly  more  useful. 


Given  over  to  a  strong  delusion,  be- 
cause they  persistently  preferred  a 
system  to  the  truth,  and  to  aU  its 
consequences,  their  plan  was  written 
on  water.  It  was  not  the  com- 
mencement of  a  great  social  work, 
but  rather,  when  understood  aright, 
the  expression  of  a  profound  social 
despair,  and,  like  despair,  it  has  had 
no  offspring  and  no  future.  The 
taste  for  conventualism  which  it 
has  imported  into  France  is  one  of 
the  many  evils  with  which  French 
society  has  now  to  contend,  and  the 
cloister  now  receives  many  a  life 
and  too  many  an  endowment  sorely 
needed  in  another  field.  The  ex- 
tent to  which  this  affects  provin- 
cial life  is  perhaps  not  well  known, 
or  much  realised  out  of  France, 
though  it  is  probably  not  unknown 
to  the  agnte  statesman  who  has  just 
banished  the  religious  orders  from 
the  new  German  Empire. 

The  staff  of  the  Avenir  and  the 
brotherhood  of  La  Quercia  are  both 
pow  things  of  the  past  in  France, 
where  events  follow  each  other  so 
fiercely  fast.  But  her  Church  is 
unquiet  stilL  One  or  two  daring 
men  have  sympathised  with  the  Old 
Catholic  party  in  Munich,  but  the 
Ultramontane  policy  is  very  vigor- 
ous, and  in  recent  years  the  private 
convictions  of  such  teachers  as  Du- 
panloup  and  Adolphe  Gratiy  have 
experienced  an  eclipse  like  those  of 
Montalembert.  In  fact,  there  are 
at  this  moment  but  few  rifts  in 
the  clouds  that  overhang  the  future 
of  the  Gallican  Church. 
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A  SKETCH  OF  CHARLES  LEVER. 


rB  writer  of  this  paper  knows 
something  of  Lever;  and  while 
that  lonely  grave  at  Trieste  is  still 
fresh,  and  the  public  gaze  yet  fixed 
upon  it,  he  would  honestly  tell  that 
something,  pruned  of  all  unkind- 
liness,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  in 
the  spirit  of  Hamlet's  '  Alas  !  poor 
Yorick.' 

Leaving  the  coffin  for  the  cradle, 
and  beginning  with  Lever's  birth, 
it  might  be  said  that  he  himself 
would  seem  not  to  have  been  very 
accurately  informed  about  his  age, 
if  the  memoir,  revised  by  his 
own  hand,  in  Men  of  the  Time 
be  taken  as  evidence.  Mechanically 
following  this  guide,  the  blunder 
has  been  repeated  in  different 
sketches  that  have  appeared  since 
his  death;  but  a  mortgage  pre- 
served in  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
Office,  Dublin,  conclusively  esta- 
blishes the  truth,  and  famishes  an 
'  interesting  glimpse  of  the  unpre- 
tentious caUing  of  his  father: — 
'  1809.  James  Foxall  to  James 
Lever,  carpenter  and  builder; 
premises  North  Strand  ;  dwelling- 
housfe,  outhouses,  yard,  and  garden, 
bounded  east  by  North  Strand, 
west  by  Montgomery  Street — 
lives  of  John  Lever,  eldest  son  ot 
lessee,  and  Cbas.  Jas.  Lever,  his 
second  son — John  then  aged  13 
years,  Charles  J.  3  years.' 

Thus  it  appears  that  Charles  Lever 
was  not  bom  in  1809,  but  in  1806. 

Mr.  C n,  of  Dublin,  an  emi- 
nent builder,  now  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year,  and  for  many  years 
the  neighbour  of  James  Lever,  de- 
scribes him  as  an  English  carpenter 
who,  emigrating  to  L^eland,  ob- 
tained, through  tl^e  favour  of  the 
ruling  powers,  the  work  of  the 
Custom  House,  and  rose  to  wealth 
in  the  enjoyment  of  a  monopoly 
much  coveted  by  his  brethren  in 
the  trade.  A  book  called  Sketches 
of  Irish  Political  Characters^  pub- 


lished in  1 799,  describes  the  Custom 
House  as  then  recently  built  by  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Claudius  Beres- 
ford.  Commissioner  of  Revenue, 
nominally  for  the  public  service, 
but  really  as  a  palace  for  personal 
residence.  He  was  tlie  backstairs 
Viceroy  who  manipulated  every 
department  of  the  Executive,  and 
in  comparison  to  whose  power  the 
Lord-Ideutenant  himself  was  httle 
better  than  a  cypher.  This  potential 
family  is  still  represented  by  persons 
wielding  high  influence.  In  a  recent 
visit  of  the  Lord  Primate  to  the  Soli- 
citor's Office  in  the  Custom  House, 
Dublin,  he  gazed  so  stead&stly 
around,  that  one  of  the  officials  ven- 
tured to  say,  *  Your  Grace  seems  to 
know  this  room?  '  *  I  ought,'  was 
the  reply,  *  for  I  was  born  in  that 
comer.'  The  patronage  of  Lever 
by  the  Beresfords  proved  of  incal- 
culable advantage  to  his  own  inte- 
rests and  that  of  his  family. 

It  may  be  added  that  James 
Lever  before  he  died  became  a  very 
extensive  contractor,  building  some 
of  the  finest  churches  in  Dublin. 
He  had  his  country  seat,  too,  at 
Raheeny,  known  as  Moat-field,  which 
afterwards  became  the  residence 
of  Michael  Staunton,  Esq.,  editor 
of  the  Morning  Register  and  later 
an  important  pubUc  officer  in  Dub- 
lin, who  took  it  direct  from  Lever. 

James  Lever's  will  is  preserved 
in  the  Prerogative  Court,  Dublin, 
dated  May  26,  1833,  in  which  all 
his  property  is  devised  between  his 
sons,  John  and  Charles  James. 
This  John,  we  may  observe,  having 
graduated  in  Trinity  College,DubliD, 
and  attained  Holy  Orders,  was  sent 
as  curate  to  Tullamore,  (where  he 
attended  in  his  last  illness  the 
celebrated  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Norburjr,  whose  taste  for  a  capital 
conviction  was  notorious)  and  after- 
wards received  the  living  of  Ard- 
nucher,  in  the  diocese  of  Meath. 
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The  IhMm  Directory  for  the  year 
1 82 1  records,  for  the  first  time,  the 
name,  *  Rev.  G.N.  Wright,  Principal 
of  tiie  Proprietary  School,  2  Great 
D^ffliark  Street.*  To  this  academy 
young  Charles  Lever  was  sent,  and 
he  is  vividly  remembered  for  his 
powers  of  story-telling  by  several 
of  his  schoolfellows  with  whom  we 
have   conversed,    including     John 

A. ^  Esq,      He  is  described  as  a 

not  very  diligent  student,  fonder 
of  taming  over  the  leaves  of  ro- 
numces  than  those  of  grammars  and 
lexicons,  and  rather  disposed  to  in- 
teirapt  the  studies  of  the  other 
boys  by  the  narratives,  *  to  be  con- 
tmned,'  concocted  in  his  own  brain, 
wherewith  he  enchained  them 
from  day  to  day.  Of  the  gentle- 
man just  aUnded  to,  Lever  was  six 
years  the  senior,  and  bis  age 
naturally  gave  him  an  ascendency 
and  influence  in  the  school.  John, 
the  elder  though  more  diminutive 
brother,  received  his  education,  as 
we  are  informed  by  his  class-fellow, 

Mr.  C ^n,   in  a    school  distinct 

from  Mr. Wright's,  and  of  somewhat 
lesser  mark,  namely,  *  The  Mer- 
cantile Academy,  No.  106  Mecklen- 
hurgh  Street,'  presided  over  by 
John  Fowler,  Grrand  Masonic 
Secretary,  who — ^in  the  estimation 
of  his  awe-stricken  pupils  at  least 
—wielded  mysterious  terrors  by 
shouldering  the  poker  and  cane 
alternately. 

Charles  Lever  does  not  seem  to 
have  remained  very  long  at  Mr, 
Wright's  academy,  for  the  books  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  record  his 
admission  there  on  October  the  14th, 
1822.  He  went  through  his  course 
without  disgrace  and  without  dis- 
tinction, wsc  more  creditably  than 
Goldsmith,  and  with  much  less 
diligence  than  Sheridan.  To  tell 
the  unvarnished  truth,  he  seems 
chiefly  remembered  for  his  rolHck- 
ii%  fun  and  indonutable  love* 
soaking.  But  he  tamed  down  a 
littie  under  parental  remonstrance, 
and  in  1828  took  oat  his  degree  as 


Bachelor,  and  proceeded  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Gottingen  to  study  medi-- 
cine.  His  progress  from  Rotterdam 
to  the  Rhine,  explorations  of  all 
sights  along  the  route,  and  student 
life  in  Grermany,  are  very  fully  de- 
scribed in  a  series  of  papers  now 
before  us,  entitled,  Notes  from  the 
Log  Booh  of  a  Rambler,  These  are 
marked  by  all  the  pleasant  characte- 
ristics of  Lever's  later  style,  and 
appealed  in  the  ephemeral  pages 
of  a  Dublin  journal  which  reached 
twenty-six  numbers  only.  Snatches 
of  impromptu  song  and  outbursts 
of  rich  animal  spirits  are  delight- 
fully intermingled,  and  formed  a 
pleasant  contrast  to  the  Dryasdust 
school  of  writing  travels  pre- 
viously in  vogue.  The  public  are 
grasped  warmly  by  the  hand  and 
asked — 

Know  ye  the  land  where  the  students  pug- 
nacious 
Stmt  the  streets  in  long  frocks  and  loose 

trousers  and  caps, 
Who,  proud  in  the  glory  of  pipes    and 

moustaches, 
Drink  the  downfall  of  nations  in  flat  beer 

or  Schnapps  ? 
Know  ye  the  land  where  professors  are 

tripping 
In  the  light    airy  waltz  and  the    swift 

galopade ; 
Or  retired  within  dark  groves  their  negus 

are  sipping, 
And    mixing    soft    speeches    with    stout 

Kalte-Schade? 

Which  Kalte-Schade,  by  the  way,  is 
a  beverage  used  as  a  preventive 
against  catching  cold  by  the  Ger- 
man ladies,  who  are  marvellously 
fond  of  it.  It  is  made  by  grating 
brown  bread,  sugar,,  and  nutmeg 
into  warm  beer  till  the  whole  has 
attained  the  consistency  of  gruel. 

From  the  time  of  the  premature 
death  of  the  bish  literary  journal 
to  which  we  have  just  referred^ 
until  the  establishment  of  the  Buhlm- 
University  MagazineinjQjixL2i.Tj  1833, 
young  Lever's  pen  seems  to  have 
been  laid  aside  in  &ivour  of  the 
lancet  and  scalpel.  At  Madame 
Stevens'  Hospital  and  the  Medical 
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School  of  Trinity  College,  both  were 
brought  into  constant  play  nnder 
Casack  in  the  first,  and  MacCartney 
in  the  latter.  MacCartney,  who  was 
a  strange  bnt  able  man,  set  np  in 
the  yard  of  the  dissecting  room  a 
marble  tablet  (afterwards  plastered 
over,  but  now  once  more  exposed) 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  consecrated 
to  the  remains  of  those  whose 
bodies  have  been  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  science.  On  Cusack  many 
a  characteristic  trick  was  played  by 
Lever,  who  (like  his  co-novelist, 
Dickens)  was  so  full  of  dramatic 
talent  that  he  absolutely  succeeded 
in  personating  Cusack  to  the  class 
one  morning  Tor  a  short  time,  pro- 
bably during  the  arrangements  pre- 
liminary to  the  lecture.  The  gay 
young  Doctor  organised  a  Baccha- 
nalian Club,  rejoicing  in  the  title 
of  g' Burschenscnaft,'  of  which  he 
became  the  Grand  Lama,  Redolent 
of  tobacco,  and  thoroughly  German 
in  its  proclivities,  this  social  reunion 
evidenced  a  love  of  all  things  Gter- 
man,  unless,  perhaps,  German  silver, 
if  the  title  of  one  of  its  high  officers 
— Hereditary  Bearer  of  the  Wooden 
Spoon — may  be  taken  as  evidence. 
German  songs  were  sung  and  trans- 
lated by  Lever,  who  afterwards  gave 
them  a  place  in  The  Confessions  of 
Harry  Lorrequer,  Sparkling  recol- 
lections of  these  jovial  nights  have 
been  expressed  by  one  who,  as  a 
hon  racontcvr  and  a  pleasant  singer, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  make 
them  enjoyable. 

On  the  outburst  of  that  terrible 
epidemic,  the  cholera  morbus,  in 
1832,  Charles  was  appointed  by  the 
Government  to  minister  profes- 
sionally to  the  sufferers  at  Port- 
rush  and  Coleraine  successively. 
His  experiences  at  that  trying  time 
are  effectively  embodied  in  8L 
Patnck's  Eve.  While  engaged  in 
the  perilous  and  irksome  duty  to 
which  we  refer,  it  was  his  good 
fortune  to  make  the  acquaintance 
at  Portrush  of  William  Hamilton 


Maxwell,  author  of  The  Wild  Sports 
of  the  West  and  Stories  of  Water- 
loo,   This  distinguished  person  was 
Rector  of  Balla,  in  Mayo,  )3at  those 
"who  remember  his  dashing  and  im- 
provident disposition  will   not  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  pecuniary  dif- 
ficulties overtook  him,  and  that  at 
the  period  of  Lever's  first  interview 
with   him    he  was    rusticating  at 
Portrush,  in  the  hope  of  evading 
writs  and  duns.     A  con  geniality  of 
tastes  brought  Lever  and  Maxwell 
together  constantly  and  closely:  the 
latter,  as   the  author  of    Captain 
BUik^  of  the  Biflesy  may  be  said  to 
have  been  the  rounder  of  the  mili- 
taiy  novel ;  and  Lever's  plans,  which 
had  been  long   simmering  in  his 
brain,  gradually  attained  boilingheat 
in  the  fervid  companionship  of  the 
brilliant  parson,  who  enjoyed  wine 
and  punch  at  night,  and  was  given 
more  to  *soda  water'  than  'sermons' 
the  next  morning.     Mr.  Maxwell 
had  never  been  in  the  army,  the 
statements  in    published   sketches 
of  him  to  the  contrary   notwith- 
standing.    But,  like  Lever,  he  had 
a  sympathetic  knowledge  of  mili- 
tary life  and  manners,  and  while 
Rector    of   Balla   he  enjoyed  the 
privilege    of    having    ape^ments 
in  the  barracks  of   Castlebar,  so 
genial  a  companion  did  he  prove 
to    the   officers   of  the  regiments 
quartered     there.     He  once  wrote 
a     letter     against     Lord     Grey's 
Church    Bill,    for   which    he    got 
from  O'Connell  a  Roland  for  his 
Oliver.      The    great    agitator,    in 
a    public    letter    which    playfully 
pilloried  him,  began,  *  Prebendary 
of  Balla,  thou  art  a  wag ! '     When 
he  returned   to  his  living.  Lever 
went  on  a  visit  to  him,  was  brought 
into  close  association  with  the  mili- 
tary, met  Jackson,  whose  brother 
was  sub-inspector  of  constabulary  at 
Castlebar,  and  embodied  in  his  note- 
book those  experiences  of  Clare  life 
and  its  gentry  of  ivhich  Jackson 
had  already  given  some  rich  sam- 
ples.    In  The  Confessions  of  Harry 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1573] 


A  SJi'etch  of  Charles  Lever. 


193 


Lorrequer  much  material  which 
Lever  gathered  at  this  period  will 
be  found  worked  np. 

The  success  of  that  series  of  plea- 
sant papers,  the  Kilncsh  PeWj  See- 
slons,  contributed  to  the  Moiiiing 
EercM  in  1832,  are  believed  to 
have  had  effect  in  stimulating 
Lever's  pen  to  do  likewise.  The 
author  was  Mr.  Jackson,  alluded 
to  above,  better  known  by  his 
pseudonym  of  Terry  DHscoUy  to 
whose  memory  a  fine  monument 
has  been  raised  in  Mount  Jerome 
Cemetery,  bearing  the  inscription : 
'A  man  whose  genial  satire  left 
no  sting  behind.*  Jackson  had  been 
a  reporter  on  the  Herald,  but  having 
given  up  to  the  Government  his 
short-hand  notes  of  a  speech  made 
by  Mr.  O'Connell,  he  was  very 
properly  dismissed  by  the  pro- 
prietary. To  compensate  him  for 
this  loss  Jackson  received  from 
the  Crown  an  appointment  in 
Dublin  Castle,  wortii  150Z.  a  year, 
which  he  enjoyed  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  forty-five,  in  1857. 

Lever  had  been  for  some  time 
betrothed  to  Catharine  Baker,  but 
an  untoward  circumstance  threat- 
ened to  delay  their  marriage.  Mean- 
while his  intimacy  with  Maxwell 
became  every  day  of  a  closer  charac- 
ter ;  the  parson  inoculated  his  young 
fiiwid  with  his  views,  and  even  fail- 
ings; and  Lever  with  thorough 
abandon  fiung  himself  into  the  same 
rolHcking  manner  of  life.  Like  Max- 
well, he  also  was  threatened  with  ser- 
vice of  writs,  and  one  day  he  asked 
hiB  Mentor  to  recommend  him  some 
refuginm,  without  being  obliged  to 
start  for  Douglas  or  Boulogne.  Max- 
well counselled  him  by  no  means 
to  leave  the  land  of  bright  eyes  and 
potatoes,  and  that  !&eland  con- 
tained many  spots  of  picturesque 
beauty  hitherto  unexplored  by  bai- 
lifls,  and  eminently  suited  for  lite- 
rary men  requiring  retirement  or 
inspiration.  Lever  made  enquiries, 
and  a  kind  Mend  of  his,  who  after- 
wards filled  the  office  of  head  engi- 
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neer  under  the  Government  during 
the  famine,  informed  him  that  he 
knew  a  priest  in  Clare  who,  he  felt 
assured,  would  be  delighted  to  place 
at  his  disposal,  for  any  length  of 
time,  the  shelter  of  his  hospitable 
hermitage. 

The  priest  had  been  under  some 
favours  to  the  engineer,  who  had 
previously  exerted  his  influence 
successfully  to  obtain  a  grant  of 
ground  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
graveyard  attached  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  chapel  in  which  he  offi- 
ciated. The  name  of  this  priest 
was  Comyns ;  and  the  details,  which 
we  have  gleaned  from  the  engineer's 
family,  may  be  relied  upon  for  their 
accuracy. 

A  correspondence  was  accord- 
ingly opened  with  the  good  pastor, 
who  replied  in  the  most  encou- 
raging manner,  and  Lever,  in  love, 
debt,  and  disguise,  proceeded  to 
Kilkee.  For  three  calendar  months 
Lever  continued  the  guest  of  Father 
Comyns,  enjoying  the  good  cheer  so 
hospitably  provided,  and  no  less 
the  laughable  stories  and  sallies  of 
his  host.  And  when,  at  last,  the 
character  of  Father  Tom  Lofbus  was 
introduced  to  the  public  by  Lever, 
no  one  more  promptly  recognised 
the  portrait  than  Father  Comyns 
himself,  and  in  a  letter  to  the  worthy 
engineer  who  had  been  the  means  of 
bringing  them  together,  he  warmly 
protested  against  the  mode  in  which 
his  hospitality  had  been  abused. 

The  character  of  the  priest  had 
been  overdrawn  by  Lever  for  dra- 
matic effect,  and,  it  must  also  be 
confessed,  in  deference  to  that  party 
whose  traditional  prejudices  he  re- 
spected and  upheld  ;  but  some  al- 
lowance may,  perhaps,  be  made  for 
a  man  of  the  avowed  Lorrequer 
type,  ardently  anxious  for  adven- 
ture,  not  very  particular  as  to 
the  sort,  and  one  ready  to  turn 
to  literary  account  the  result  of 
his  experiences.  The  character  of 
Father  Comyns  is,  on  the  whole, 
a  tolerably  correct  picture  of  the 
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traditional  Soggarth  a/roon — his  only 
weakness  imputed  being  a  disposi- 
tion to  imbibe   a  moderate   share 
of  alcohol,    like    Father    Tom    of 
Boucicault's  Colleen  Bavm,  which 
that  accomplished  re-dresser  of  old 
character  seems  to  have  borrowed 
from  Lever.     Vainly  was  it  repre- 
sented   to    Mr.   Comyns   that  the 
character   of  Father  Tom    Loftus 
was  interesting  and  even  venerable 
— that  the  use  of  stimulants  by  the 
Irish  clergy  was  noticed  as  a  cha- 
racteristic by  Giraldus  Cambrensis, 
the  great  Welsh  bishop— who,  how- 
ever,  strongly    praised    them    for 
chastity.      It  was  all  to  no   use; 
the  Pastor  of  Kilkee  folded  his  arms 
in  anger,  and  refused  to  give  abso- 
lution  to  the  author  of  the   Con- 
fessions, who  meanwhile  continued 
his  genuflections,  but  more  in  the 
attitude  of  coaxing  than  of  peni- 
tence.     We  have   spoken    of    the 
absence    of    fastidious    taste    by 
which  the  earlier  of  his  rollicking 
writings  are  marked ;  but  it  is  to 
his    credit  that  nowhere   are    we 
induced  to  breathe  an  atmosphere 
of  impurity.     Love-making  galore^ 
we  have  no  doubt,  but  it  is  honest 
and  legitimate  love-making,  with- 
out any  unhealthy  exhibition  of  the 
anatomy  of  the  passions.    If  his  he- 
roes are  not  of  the  most  scrupulous 
character  and  deserving  of  our  imi- 
tation, it  must,  at  least,  be  conceded 
that  his  heroines  are  everything  that 
can  be  desired.    They  are  full  of  re- 
finement, good  breeding,  and  ele- 
gance, and  seem,  indeed,  incapable 
of   an   unworthy  thought.      Kate 
Dodd  was  the  fkvourite  girl  of  his 
creation;    he   considered    her    the 
type  of  a  true  Irishwoman.      The 
Dodd  Faniihj  Abroad,  written  in  the 
form  of  letters   after   the   plan  of 
Smollett's    Humphrey    Clinker,    is, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  best  of  his  books. 
Smollett,  by  the  way,  like  Lever, 
combined  the  parts  of  physician  and 
comic  novelist. 

Shortly  after  the  establishment 
of  the  Dublin  University  Magazine 


in  January  1833,  Lever  joined  its 
ranks  and  contributed  some  papers 
of  more  than  average  abiHty.  Mean- 
while he   threw  off,  roughly,    the 
Caufessions     of   Harry     Lorrequer^ 
which  embodied  many  stirring  re- 
collections of  the  Continent  and  of 
Clare.      Samuel    Lover,   the    then 
leading  litterateur  of  Dublin,  was 
invited  by  Lever  to  read  the  manu- 
script  and  recommend    it   to    his 
publishers,  who,  however,  were  tin- 
willing  to  take  it  up.     The  first  in- 
stalment of  the  Confessions  was  ne- 
vertheless, published  in  the  Dublin 
University  Magazine  for  March  1834. 
The  secret  was  so  well  kept  that 
Lever*s  brother,  the  clergyman,  did 
not  know  him  to  be  the  author.     It 
proved  a  hit,  though  all  the  London 
reviews  seem  to  have  either  pooh- 
poohed  or  ignored  it,  as   the  *  opi- 
nions of  the  press,'  gathered  by  Mr. 
W.    Curry,   the    publisher,    woxdd 
seem  to  confess.     The  praise  is  all 
cited  from  provincial  papers,  with 
the  exception  of  one  from  a  military 
journal,  where  the  reviewer  declared 
that  he  would  rather  be  the  author 
ofHa/rryLorrequer^s  Confessions  than 
of  all  the  Pickwicks  or  Nicklebys  in 
the  world.       Ere    long,   however, 
Lever  took   his   stand  among  the 
most  popular  of  European  novelists. 
The  influence  of  Lever's  family 
with   the   Government  was   again 
proved  by  his  appointment  in  1837 
to  the  post  of  physician  to  the  British 
Embassy  in  Brussels.      Here    the 
best  society  was    opened   to    him, 
and  a  rich  field  for  the  study  and 
seizure  of  character  as  well.     Just 
as  Thackeray,  day  after  day,   in- 
vited   to    his    table    an    eccentric 
Irishman,   all  brogue  and  blarney, 
who  furnished  material  for  Captam 
Costigan,    Lever    daily   feasted    a 
retired  major  who  had  served   in 
the    Peninsula,  and  the   character 
of  Monsoon   was  the  result.     The 
major  weU  knew  the  uses  to  which 
his  presence  was  to  serve,  but  Le- 
ver's wine  was   so  good,  that  he 
merely  contented  himself  with  plea- 
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sanily  apbraiding  his  host,  now  and 
agam,  for  the  too  free  dashes  with 
which  his  portrait  was  put  in  from 
number  to  number. 

During  the  progress  of  Charles 
O'MaEey,  which  had  rapidly  fol- 
lowed up  the  Confessions  in  1840, 
Lerer  was  in  the  habit  of  riding 
into  Dublin  from  Templeogue, 
and  gathering  from  the  knots 
of  hamsters  who  thronged  the  hall 
of  the  Four  Courts  material  for 
the  story  in  hand.  One  day  the 
noYehst  joined  a  group  of  pleasant 
talkers,  with  memories  much  better 
stocked  than  their  bags,  and  in  the 
midst  of  whom  our  informant,  Mr. 
Pw^r,  stood,  narrating  how  in  pass- 
ing through  Tralee  a  short  time  be- 
fore he  cfdled  to  see  an  old  friend, 
Mr.  Roche,  stipendiary  magistrate 
there,  whose  servant,  w^hen  very  ill, 
said,  *0h,  masther,  I  don't  think 
it*s  a  right  sort  of  a  docther  that's 
attending  me,  for  he  gave  me  two 
doses  that  he  called  emetics,  and 
neither  o'  them  would  rest  on  my 
stomach.'  In  the  following  num- 
ber of  Charles  O'Malleyy  Mr.  Porter 
recognised  the  anecdote  put  into 
the  mouth  of  Mickey  Free.  In  the 
same  way  our  late  friend  Mr. 
Brophy,  the  dentist,  a  perfect 
(^clopeadia  of  slang  anecdote,  was, 
as  he  himself  assured  us,  frequently 
pat  under  contribution  by  Lever. 
The  well-known  incident  in  Harry 
Lorreqtter,  of  the  officer  coming 
on  parade  at  Cork  without  remem- 
bering to  wash  the  black  oflf  his 
&ce,  which  had  made  him  a  capital 
Othello  at  private  theatricals  the 
previous  night,  really  happened  to 
Obtain  Frizelle,  an  ancestor  of  the 
present  writer's  family.  The  cha- 
racter of  Con  Heffeman,  in  another 
novel,  is  a  highly  coloured  portrait 
of  Mr.  O'Connell.  And  *  Davenport 
Dunn,  the  Man  of  our  Day,'  is  no 
other  than  John  Sadleir.  Arch- 
bishop Whately  likewise  figures  in 
^  novelist's  pages,  and  so  do  many 
other  prominent  persons  £Bi.miliar  to 
Dublin    society.     That   rich    cha^ 


racter,  '  Frank  Webber,'  whose 
thoroughly  veracious  adventures 
proved  profitable  stock-in-trade  to 
Lever,  was  Robert  Boyle,  as  his 
own  family  assure  us.  He  was  a 
well-known  man  at  Trinity  College, 
and  stopped  at  no  daring  feat,  from 
the  horse- whipping  of  Major  Sirr, 
the  Fouch6  of  Dublin,  to  practical 
jokes  on  the  Dean  of  his  University. 

One  incident,  however,  of  which 
Webber  is  made  the  hero,  is  due  to 
Dr.  Seward,  a  worthy  man,  still 
amongst  us.  We  allude  to  the  feat 
of  ventriloquism,  whereby  the  people 
were  induced  to  tear  up  the  pave- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  rescuing 
from  a  sewer  in  York  Street  a  man 
who  announced  himself  as  just  es- 
caped from  Newgate.  One  of  the 
shrewdest  professors  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons,  Dr.  Benson,  was  so 
deceived,  that  he  reprimanded  a 
young  doctor  present  for  his  heart- 
lessness  in  laughing  at  the  suffei^ 
ings  of  a  fellow-creature  in  dis- 
tress. Lever's  talent  in  dressing 
up  old  stories  for  his  novels, 
was  only  equalled  by  the  tact  with 
which  he  made  a  richauffe  for  his 
semi -political  papers.  Sir  Brook 
Foshrooke,  Cornelius  O'Dowd,  and 
Lord  Kilgohhin^  of  all  the  old 
points  which  for  many  years  have 
constituted  the  stock-in-trade  of 
Conservative  journalism. 

Mickey  Free  was  originally  in- 
tended as  a  mere  stage  servant  for 
the  removal,  so  to  speak,  of  tables 
and  dbairs ;  but  Lever  finding  him 
prove  a  capital  vehicle  for  enun- 
ciating the  good  things  he  had 
picked  up,  he  altered  his  plan  and 
made  him  an  important  figure  of 
more  than  one  book.  In  some 
respects  he  attained  a  celebrity 
second  only  to  Sam  Weller. 

The  name  of  Samuel  Ferguson  has 
been  recently  mentioned  among  the 
men  of  genius  whom  Lever  gathered 
round  him  when  he  undertook,  in 
1842,  the  editorship  of  the  Dublin 
University  Magazhie ;  but  so  an- 
noyed was  Dr.  Ferguson  with  Lever 
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foraocepting Thackeray's  dedication 
of  the  Irish  Sketch  Booh,  in  which 
the  country  was  to  some  extent 
travestied,  that  he  revised  to  join 
the  magazine  under  Lever,  and 
even  avoided  meeting  him.  But 
there  were  several  brilliant  men 
left  who  frequented  Lever's  house 
at  Templeogue,  near  Dublin,  and 
made  the  rSunioiis  there  very  delect- 
able. These  pleasant  nodes  are  well 
remembered ;  and  the  beaming  face 
of  our  host,  every  muscle  trembling 
with  humour;  the  light  of  his 
merry  eye ;  the  smile  that  expanded 
his  mouth  and  showed  lus  fine 
white  teeth;  the  musical, ringing 
laugh,  that  stirred  every  heart ;  the 
finely  modulated  voice,  uttering  some 
witty  moty  telling  some  droll  incident, 
or  some  strange  adventure. 

Though  Lever's  fiiscinating  man- 
ners made  him  one  of  the  most 
popular  of  men,  he  could  sometimes 
say  a  bitter  thing.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  late  Archbishop 
Whately  was  remarkably  suscep- 
tible to  flattery.  One  morning  at 
Bedesdale,  near  Stillorgan,  Dublin, 
his  Grace  received  a  number  of 
guests,  including  a  large  proportion 
of  the  expectant  clergy,  who  paid 
profound  court  to  the  ex-Fellow  of 
Oriel.  While  walking  through  the 
grounds  Dr.  Whately  plucked  a 
leaf,  which  he  declared  had  a  most 
nauseous  flavour.  •  Taste  it,'  said 
he,  handing  it  to  one  of  the  acolytes. 
The  latter  blandly  obeyed,  and  then 
with  a  wry  fiswje  subscribed  to  the 
botanical  orthodoxy  of  his  master. 
*  Taste  it,*  said  the  gratified  prelate, 
handing  the  leaf  to  Lever.  *  Thank 
your  Grace,'  said  the  latter,  as  he 
declined  it,  *  my  brother  is  not  in 
your  Lordship's  diocese.' 

Li  1845,  Lever  vacated  his  edito- 
rial chair  and  returned  to  Brussels, 
from  which  he  was  soon  summoned 
to  fill  a  diplomatic  post  at  Florence. 
Here  he  continued  the  delight  of 
the  Anglo-Florentine  Society  and 


of  aU  English  visitors,  until  the 
late  Lord  Derby  gave  him  a  Vice- 
Consulship  at  Spezzia,  with  the 
characteristic  words,  '  Here  is  8oor. 
a  year  for  doing  nothing,  and  you, 
Lever,  are  the  very  man  to  do  it' 
From  Spezzia  he  was  transferred, 
in  1867,  to  Trieste,  where  his  pen 
sped  unflaggingly,  and  he  himself 
continued  the  life  and  soul  of  many 
a  pleasant  circle.  Li  1870  he 
visited  Ireland,  was  f6ted  and 
feasted,  and  it  seemed  to  all  his 
old  friends  that  he  had  never  flashed 
more  brightly. 

But  soon  after  his  return  to  Italy 
sorrow  laid  a  deadly  grasp  upon 
him.  His  wife  died,  and  left 
him  lonely.  Gloomy  forebodings 
shook  him  as  he  penned  the 
last  lines  of  Lord  Kilgohhiuy  and 
few  will  read  without  emotion  his 
aUusion  to  the  fact  that  they  were 
'written  in  breaking  health  and 
broken  spirits.  The  task  that  was 
once  my  joy  and  pride,  I  have  lived 
to  find  associated  with  my  sorrows. 
It  is  not,  then,  without  a  cause  I 
say, 'I  hope  this  effort  may  be  my 
last.' 

A  few  weeks  before  his  death  he 
writes  to  a  friend,  *  I  cannot  yet 
say  that  I  am  round  the  comer, 
and,  to  tell  truth,  I  have  so  little 
desire  of  life,  that  my  own  lassitude 
and  low  spirits  go  a  good  way  in 
bearing  me  down.*  And  to  another 
friend  he  said  despondently,  '  I  am 
weary  and  foot-sore.'  Lever  sank 
to  rest  sadly,  but  not  in  bodily  pain. 
He  died  in  his  sleep  at  Trieste,  June 
1872,  and  three  days  after  he  was 
buried  in  the  English  cemetery 
near  the  same  place. 

It  may  be  added  that  Lever's 
property  was  sworn  under  4,000?. 
— a  sum  which  may  surprise  those 
who  know  the  high  prices  his  unin- 
terrupted series  of  successftil  novels 
fetched,  and  the  pleasant  sinecures 
he  held  in  Italy. 

W.  J.  F. 
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711061X0  from  the  healthy  signs 
J  manifested  of  late  years,  it  would 
really  seem  that  we  may  look  for- 
ward to  the  gradual  removal  of 
that  apathetic  ignorance  which, 
until  quite  recently,  prevailed 
amongst  even  well-educated  Eng- 
lishmen in  regard  to  the  domestic, 
social  and  political  life  of  the  varied 
races  of  Hindustan,  and  to  the  work 
of  administration  which  for  upwards 
of  a  century  we  have  carried  on 
amongst  them.  The  interest  excited 
is  not  entirely  disinterested.  A 
fevonrite  theme  of  the  so-called 
Manchester  School,  is  the  identity  of 
the  interests  of  India  with  those  of 
England — the  latter  phrase  mean- 
ing, in  plain  language,  the  promo- 
tion of  England's  material  wealth, 
and  more  especially  the  extension 
of  her  cotton  manufactures — and 
in  whose  views,  apparently,  the 
most  assuring  step  towards  the 
complete  regeneration  of  India 
would  be  a  law  compelling  the 
cultivation  of  cotton  in  every  acre 
of  the  land. 

But  I  am  not  concerned  now  with 
the  theoretical  question  of  England's 
mission  to  India;  and  as  to  the 
views  alluded  to,  we  may  rest  as- 
sured that  there  is  sufficient  good 
sense  remaining  in  the  kingdom  at 
large,  and  especially  amongst  those 
who  are  more  immediately  con- 
cerned in  the  Government  of  India, 
to  preserve  that  vast  territory  with 
its  teeming  millions,  from  being 
dealt  with  as  a  mere  appanage  of 
Cottonopolis.  My  object  in  this 
paper  is  simply  to  give  a  brief 
sketch  of  a  civilian's  daily  work  in 
ihe  districts  comprised  under  the 
lieutenant -governorship  of  the 
North- Western  Provinces,  of  which 
Allahabad  is  the  seat  of  Government. 

The  area  of  a  district  averages 
about  2,ooo  square  miles,  with  a 
population  varjring  from  600,000  to 
over  a  million.     The  districts  are 


grouped  together  into  divisions- 
four  or  five    being   generally   the 
number    comprised  in   a  division. 
This  larger  area  is  under  a  com- 
missioner, who  thus  stands  midway 
between  the  Government  and  the 
officer  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  district,  who  is  termed  a 
'Magistrate  and  Collector.'      The 
duties  of  this  latter  officer — and  it 
is  with  these  only  I  am  concerned 
— are  of  a  most  important  character. 
He  is  to  the  people  of  his  district 
the  direct  representative  of  Govern- 
ment, and  his  influence  among  them 
is  proportionately  great;   and   for 
the   well-being    and  judicious   ad- 
ministration  of  the  district  he  is 
held  responsible.      He  is  collector 
of  the  land  and  all  other  kinds  of 
revenue — the    custodian    and   dis- 
burser  of  the  public  funds  —  head 
excise  officer — controller  of  the  sale 
of    opium    and    stamps,   and    the 
manager    of    sequestrated    estates. 
The  construction  of  all  local  roads  ; 
the    building    of    bridges,    police 
stations,  schoolhouses    and     other 
public  works  ;    the  direction   and 
control  of  municipalities    (an    at- 
tempt to  educate  the  people  in  the 
art  of  self-government,  which  has 
hitherto  met  with  but  ill  success)  ; 
the   management   of  all  charitable 
institutions,   such    as    dispensaries 
and    hospitals  ;    the    fostering     of 
education,  and  the  promotion  of  sani- 
tary works, — all  devolve  upon  him. 
He  constitutes  a  revenue  court  for 
the   trial    of   suits  between    land- 
owners and  their  tenants,  and,  in 
addition  to  his  judicial  duties  in  the 
magisterial   department,  he  is   re- 
sponsible for  the  efficiency  of  the 
police  in  the  detection  and  repres- 
sion of  crime,  and  for  their  success 
or  otherwise  in  bringing  to  justice 
all  offenders  against  the  laws.     To 
assist  him  in  these  various  branches 
of  administration,   besides  an  un- 
covenanted  staff  of  native  or  Eura- 
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sian  sub  -  collectors  and  deputy- 
magistrates  with  varying  degrees  of 
authority,  he  has  generally  a  *  Joint 
Magistrate  and  Deputy  Collector,* 
and  two  or  three  'Assistants,*  be- 
longing, to  the  Covenanted  Service. 
Amongst  these  the  work  of  the 
district  is  apportioned,  but  for  its 
due  and  efficient  performance  Go- 
vernment holds  the 'Magistrate  and 
Collector  *  personally  accountable. 

The  civilian's  work  not  unseldom 
— indeed,  I  may  say,  generally — be- 
gins at  diay-break.  It  is  not  often 
that  there  is  such  a  dearth  of  out- 
door work  of  one  kind  or  another 
that  he  can  count  the  early  morning 
hours  his  own.  Almost  before  the 
sun  has  peered  through  the  morn- 
ing haze,  and  shot  its  level  rays 
across  the  wide  expanse  of  field  and 
plain,  he  has  mounted  his  horse,  and, 
accompanied  only  by  his  favourite 
dog  it  may  be,  is  away  to  some  dis- 
tant village  where  there  may  be  one 
or  two  hours*  work  cut  out  for  him. 
It  may  be  a  disputed  boundary  that 
requires  his  examination ;  or  a  canal 
may  have  burst  its  bounds,  swamp- 
ing the  crops  on  either  side,  and 
raising  an  outcry  from  their  owners; 
or  a  heavy  storm  of  hail  may  have 
damaged  the  growing  com,  and 
landowners  are  clamorous  for  re- 
mission of  revenue ;  or  local  in- 
vestigation may  be  necessary  in 
order  to  adjust  a  dispute  between  a 
landlord  and  his  tenant  as  to 
whether  certain  lands  are  to  be 
classed  as  irrigable,  and  bear  a 
higher  rent-rate  in  consequence,  or 
not ;  or  rancour  may  have  run  so 
high  between  parties  of  Hindus  and 
Masalmans  in  a  quarrel  about  some 
burial-ground,  or  plot  of  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  temple  or  mosque, 
as  to  threaten  a  riot;  or  some 
locality  or  premises  may  have  to  be 
examined,  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  an  alleged  highway 
robbery  or  burglary  was  an  actual 
occurrence,  or  merely  a  vexatious 
fabrication,  as  the  police  possibly 
suggest ;  or  an  aggravated  case  of 


murder  may  have  been  mismanaged 
by  the  police,  and  the  magistrate 
may  deem  it  necessary  to  make  an 
investigation  in  person,  and  on  the 
spot ;  or  there  may  be  police  sta- 
tions, schools,  dispensaries  to  be 
inspected  ;  or  personal  supervision 
may  be  required  on  some  local 
work — the  construction  of  a  road,  an 
important  bridge,  or  some  Govern- 
ment building.  Or  again,  the  work 
may  be  nearer  home,  and  the  bazars, 
lanes,  and  gullies  of  the  huge  over- 
grown town  at  the  head-quarter 
station,  with  its  30,000  to  100,000 
inhabitants,  have  to  be  threaded, 
that  the  magistrate  may  satisfy 
himself  that  the  conservancy  of  the 
town,  and  all  the  imposed  sanitary 
arrangements,  are  duly  attended  to. 
Such  are  a  few  of  the  occupations 
that  may  fill  up  the  civilian's  early 
morning  hours,  as  a  prelude  to  the 
more  sedentary  work  of  mid-day. 
During  the  cold  weather  this  out- 
door work  is  enjoyable  enough,  and 
many  a  pleasant  memory  is  associ- 
ated with  it.  Camp  life  especially, 
if  only  one  has  a  companion,  is  the 
most  dehghtful  kind  of  existence 
conceivable,  and  its  charm  is  en- 
hanced by  the  enervating  dulness 
of  station-life  during  the  previous 
hot  weather  months,  from  May  to 
September.  But  even  during  those 
fiery  months  (and  one  must  person- 
ally encounter  hot  weather  in  the 
North- West  to  understand  what  it 
is),  the  civilian  will  often  have  ac- 
complished a  journey  of  15  to  30 
miles,  or  even  more,  with  a  good 
spell  of  satisfactory  work  besides, 
by  the  time  that  most  people  in 
England  are  thinking  of  turning  out 
of  bed.  He  will  have  started  from 
home,  after  a  hastily- swallowed  meal 
of  toast  and  tea,  while  it  is  still 
dark — while  Orion*s  belt  is  still 
glistening  brightly  in  the  dark  blue 
vault,  or  the  moon  still  shines  with 
her  golden  light  unpaled.  At  first 
the  change  from  indoors,  where 
the  thermometer  has  ranged  &om 
96°  to  100^  Fahrenheit,  is  very  re- 
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freshing,  for  the  only  touch  of  cool- 
ness is  to  be  felt  out-of-doors  during 
the  hour  and  a  half  immediately 
preceding  day-break.  After  the 
sweltering  beat  of  the  night,  the 
soft  morning  air  fans  the  cheek  de- 
licionsly,  as  the  horse  is  urged  on 
faster  and  faster,  so  as  to  complete 
as  much  of  the  journey  as  possible 
before  the  first  gleam  of  sunshine 
comes.  But  this  is  soon  over :  as 
the  twiligbt  grows  less  grey,  and 
the  distance  opens  out  more  clearly, 
the  air  grows  perceptibly  warmer, 
then  sultry ;  the  sultriness  soon 
becomes  a  sweltering  heat,  and 
even  before  the  sun's  first  limb 
appears,  the  perspiration  bursts 
firom  every  pore,  and  horse  and 
rider  alike  are  heartily  glad  when 
their  task  is  done  and  they  are 
home  again.  A  plunge  in  the 
station  swimming-bath,  however,  or 
if  there  is  not  snch  an  institution, 
Uie  lesser  enjoyment  of  the  solitary 
*tah'  speedily  removes  the  bodily 
and  mental  fatigue  that  a  hard 
morning's  ride  beneath  a  broiling 
Sim  may  have  induced,  and  gives 
fresh  energy  for  work. 

And  there  is  plenty  of  this  to 
engage  the  attention  during  the 
honr  or  so  still  intervening  before 
the  Courts  open.  Even  the  few 
minutes  of  waiting  whilst  break- 
&fit  is  being  served,  are  seldom 
left  unoccupied.  The  saddle-bags 
ef  the  mounted  orderly  have  dis- 
gorged a  huge  pile  of  official  letters 
that  the  morning's  post  has  just 
brought  in — letters  calling  for  ex- 
^anations,  reports,  opinions,  and 
statistics  ad  nattseam ;  and  there  are 
probably  two  or  three  natives  seated 
in  the  verandah,  waiting  for  an 
interview — wealthy  residents  of  the 
bead-quarters  town,  or  influential 
landowners  from  the  interior  of  the 
district,  municipal  commissioners 
or  honorary  magistrates.  An 
officer's  popularity,  and  also  his 
socoess  in  administration,  de- 
pend to  a  very  great  extent  on  his 
hieing  easy  of  access,  and  showing 


courtesy  and  afiability  in  his  re- 
lations with  the  people  of  his 
District,  and  such  of  his  native 
subordinates  as  occupy  posts  of 
dignity  and  responsibility.  It  is 
hid  duty  to  ^nlist  their  sympathy  in 
the  cause  of  order  and  good  govern- 
ment, and  to  secure  as  far  as  pos- 
sible their  ready  assistance  in  the 
repression  and  detection  of  crime — 
assistance,  the  lending  of  which 
strengthens  the  hands  of  the  magis- 
trate incalculably,  while  the  with- 
holding of  it  must  inevitably  prove 
most  disastrous.  And  from  them 
also  he  may  gain  such  an  insight 
into  the  popular  feeling,  and  such 
an  acquaintance  with  the  wishes 
and  requirements  of  each  class  of 
native  society,  as  may  be  of  material 
assistance  in  the  work  of  judicious 
and  profitable  legislation.  As  a  rule, 
even  the  wealthier,  well-to-do  land- 
owners and  native  gentlemen,  are 
not  very  well  informed ;  still  many 
of  them  are  fairly  intelligent,  pos- 
sessed of  some  shrewdness,  and  able 
to  discuss  and  argue  upon  —  not 
unprofitably  —  such  questions  of 
general  policy  as  may  bear  upon 
their  interests.  At  the  same  time 
it  rarely  happens  that  their  views 
are  unprejucficed.  Scant  education 
partly  accounts  for  this,  and  want 
of  an  extended  knowledge  of  the 
world  necessitates  almost  a  corres- 
ponding narrowness  of  view.  Still, 
these  interviews,  allowing  as  they 
do  of  the  free  expression  of  the 
opinions  of  the  influential  classes  of 
the  community,  are  of  considerable 
value,  and  the  more  so  as  the  vride 
— I  may  say,  the  impassable — gulf 
that  yawns  between  the  habits,  feel- 
ings, and  religions  of  the  governing 
and  the  subject  races,  renders  a  closer 
intimaqy  altogether  impossible. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  in  former 
days  our  rule  was  more  popular 
than  it  is  now,  because  the  Euro- 
peans in  India  associated  more  freely 
with  their  native  fellow-subjects. 
Admitting  the  fact  of  the  compara- 
tive absence  of  any  mutual  sympathy 
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now-a-days,  and  admitting  the  wide 
divergence  of  social  habits  and  re- 
ligious feelings  to  be  in  some  mea- 
sure the  cause  of  it,  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  is  desirable  to  wish  the  old 
times  back  again.  Undoubtedly 
in  a  certain  sense  there  was  a 
closer  sympathy  between  the  races. 
But,  for  the  feelings  of  two 
classes  so  widely  estranged  by 
nature  and  education  to  be  brought 
into  accord,  they  must  be  reduced 
to  something  hke  a  common  level. 
But,  if  this  end  is  gained  only  by 
the  retrogression  of  the  more  ad- 
vanced class,  it  can  hardly  be 
reckoned  worth  the  cost.  In  former 
days  Europeans  in  India  degenerated 
to  a  great  extent  into  semi- Asiatics ; 
but,  desirable  as  the  promotion  of  a 
closer  sympathy,  and  the  bringing 
about  of  a  greater  unity  of  feeling 
may  be,  we  can  scarcely  wish  it 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  our 
worthiest  characteristics  as  English- 
men and  Christians.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  not  sanguine  as  to  any 
great  change  taking  place  in  the 
feelings  of  the  natives  towards  us. 
India  became  ours  by  conquest,  and 
as  a  conquered  country  we  shall 
always — so  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
see  at  present  —  hold  it.  Those 
natives  who  are  intelligent  enough 
to  understand  the  circumstances  of 
India  will  cling  to  us  honestly  and 
serve  us  faithfully,  because  they 
feel  that  there  is  far  more  real 
liberty  and  happiness  to  be  en- 
joyed under  our  rule  than  under 
the  best  native  administration,  and 
because  they  have  prescience  enough 
to  know  that,  were  our  rule  with- 
drawn it  would  simply  give  place 
to  anarchy  the  most  disastrous  and 
destructive  that  it  is  possible  to 
conceive.  But  such  men,  even 
while  loyally  serving  us,  it  may  be, 
in  posts  of  dignity  and  trust,  will 
frankly  tell  us  that  in  reality  they 
bear  us  little  love,  and  that  they 
would  rejoice — were  there  any  to- 
lerable alternative — ^to  see  India 
quit  of  us  for  ever. 


We  will  now  suppose  the  last  in- 
terview at  an  end,  in  all  probability 
cut  short  by  the  announcement  that 
breakfast  is  on  the  table.  This  is 
usually  not  a  very  punctual  meal, 
the  time  for  breakfast  being  depen- 
dent  for  the  most  part  upon  the 
quantity  of  work  that  has  to  be  de- 
spatched beforehand.  About  lo  a.m. 
is  the  usual  hour,  except  during  the 
hottest  weeks  of  the  hot  season,  when 
it  is  customary  in  some  districts  for 
the  courts  to  open  at  6  a.m.,  in  which 
case  the  civilian  probably  does  not 
get  home  till  one  or  two  in  the  after- 
noon. Breakfast  over,  a  few  more 
minutes  will  again  be  devoted  to 
official  correspondence.  At  last  the 
clock  gives  its  warning  note;  the 
despatch-box  and  small  library  of 
law-books  that  the  magistrate  takes 
with  him  daily  to  court,  are  shoul- 
dered by  the  attendant  orderlies, 
and  marched  off  to  the  court-house, 
whither  the  magistrate  himself, 
either  on  horseback  or  in  his  buggy, 
soon  follows.  With  more  or  less 
obsequiousness  the  motley  groups 
of  native  officials  and  hangers-on 
of  the  court,  pleaders  and  litigants 
make  their  salams,  and,  amid  the 
general  semi-prostration,  and  a 
rustlinff  of  purple  and  fine  linen, 
the  Hakim,  as  he  is  called,  takes 
his  seat.  As  a  rule,  the  hearing  of 
petitions  forms  the  first  business  of 
the  day.  A  jostling  crowd  soon 
fills  the  room,  and,  as  each  one 
presses  forward,  his  petition  is 
taken,  and  according  to  its  purport 
is  read  out  by  the  Serishtadars  of 
the»  Revenue,  or  the  magisterial  de- 
partment respectively. 

The  Serishtadar,  or  head  clerk  of 
the  court,  is  a  personage  of  con- 
siderable importance  in  the  eyes  of 
the  natives,  and  in  his  own  estima- 
tion also.  He  is  credited  with  the 
possession  of  great  power  for  weal 
or  woe,  and  in  old  times,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  he  did  actually  exercisea  most 
illegitimate  and  unwholesome  influ- 
ence in  the  settlement  of  cases  be- 
fore the  courts,  and  also  made  not  a 
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little  gain  by  bribes,  or,  to  use  the 
euphemistic  native  term,  hj  'nuz- 
zurs,'  that  is,  presents.  Even  now- 
a-dajB  these  men  hold  their  durbars 
or  lev^  at  their  homes  in  the  eai'ly 
morning,  and  their  favour  and  sup- 
port are  eagerly  sought  for  even  by 
men  of  position  and  respectability. 
But  there  is  much  more  integrity 
amongst  native  officials  now  than 
there  was  a  dozen  years  ago.  To 
deny  the  existence  of  bribery  would 
oerteinly  be  untrue,  but  it  is  Dot 
nearly  so  rife  as  it  was,  aud  the 
opportunities  for  the  exercise  of 
dishonest  influence  are  compara- 
tively restricted.  At  any  rate,  there 
is  no  excuse  for  the  man  who  is 
foolish  enough  to  spend  his  money 
in  bribing  the  officials,  under  the 
delusion  they  can  secure  for 
him  some  fiavour,  or  gain  for  him 
the  collector's  ear.  There  is  such 
ready  access  at  all  times,  and  cases 
are  so  thoroughly  gone  into,  that 
any  trickery  can  at  once  be  brought 
to  notice.  And,  in  fact,  the  remedy 
against  corruption  lies  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  themselves. 

The  petitions  are  of  the  most  mis- 
cellaneous description.  First  of  all 
there  are  half-a-dozen  or  more  petty 
charges  of  assault — ^the  *  viha  cor- 
pora,' on  which  the  young  assistant, 
newly  joined,experimentalises,  with- 
out the  chance  of  any  veiy  great  harm 
resulting  should  want  of  experience 
lead  him  into  error ;  then  there  are 
charges  of  criminal  trespass,  mis- 
chief to  property,  criminal  breach 
of  trust,  cheating,  and  other  offences. 
Awife  prefers  a  claim  for  maintenance 
acainst  her  husband,  who  has  desert- 
ed her ;  a  cultivator  complains  that 
his  neighbour  has  encroached  upon 
his  field,  or  ousted  him  from  the  use 
of  some  common  well;  a  small  trader 
pleads  for  exemption  from  the  local 
rates  for  watch  and' ward,  or  from  the 
income  tax  ;  a  landowner  prays  for 
compensation  for  a  portion  of  his 
land  taken  up  for  the  railway,  or 
extension  of  a  canal ;  the  heirs  of  a 
deceased  landowner  claim  to  have 


their  names  entered  on  the  Revenue 
Roll.  Then  there  are  petitions  for 
Government  loans  for  the  construc- 
tion of  wells  or  tanks,  applications 
for  the  execution  of  decrees,  or  for 
assistance  in  the  ejectment  of  a 
tenant,  or  in  the  distraint  of  a 
defaulter's  crops  ;  and  initiatory 
plaints  in  the  vcuned  classes  of  suits 
between  landholders  and  their  te- 
nants, in  which  the  Collectorate 
Courts  have  primary  jurisdiction. 

The  extraordinary  partiality  for 
falsehood  that  marks  the  native 
character  being  notorious,  it  need, 
perhaps,  scarcely  be  said  that  in 
many  of  these  petitions,  especially 
those  embodying  criminal  charges, 
when  the  alloy  of  untruth  or  exag- 
geration is  cleared  away,  thg  resi- 
duum of  real  fact  is  very  small.  In 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  the 
complaints  to  the  Criminal  Courts 
there  is  at  any  rate  some  surplusage ; 
it  seems  almost  as  if  it  were  a  na- 
tural impossibility  for  a  native  to 
tell  *  nothing  but  the  truth ; '  a 
little  hyperbole  must  be  introduced 
to  aggravate  the  charge,  or  make 
the  case  more  telling,  while  a  few 
additional  features  are  thrown  in  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  hanger-on  of 
the  Court,  who  has,  *for  a  considera- 
tion,* drawn  up  the  petition.  In 
some  there  will  be  a  curious  inter- 
weaving of  truth  and  falsehood,  of 
fact  and  fiction,  as  when — to  take  a 
constantly  recurring  instance  —  a 
trifling  assault  is  magnified  into 
robbery  with  violence.  Others, 
again,  are  a  tissue  of  malignant 
lies  from  beginning  to  end.  It  is 
astounding  and  aknost  inconceiv- 
able to  what  lengths  of  abominable 
villainy  a  feeling  of  spite,  engendered 
by  some  most  trivial  dispute,  will 
lead  a  man.  He  will,  without  the 
slightest  compunction — I  may  say, 
indeed,  with  the  most  fiendish  de- 
light— move  heaven  and  earth  to 
get  another,  at  whose  hands  he  ferU- 
cies  he  has  received  some  injury, 
into  gaol  —  ay,  if  he  can,  to  get 
him  hanged. 
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Amongst  the  thronging  crowd  a 
ghastly  apparition,  maybe,  suddenly 
meets  the  eye.  With  frantic  ges- 
ticulations and  loud  cries  for  jus- 
tice, a  well-nigh  naked  fi g^ure  presses 
forward,  his  head  uncovered,  his 
hair  dishevelled,  his  face,  body,  and 
clothes  (the  latter  carried  in  the 
hand,  and  spread  out  for  the  edifi- 
cation of  the  Court)  all  well  smeared 
with  blood,  the  greaterpart  of  which, 
it  is  to  be  remarked,  never  flowed 
in  the  veins  of  the  biped  animal. 
He  is  requested  to  put  on  a  more 
respectable  guise,  and  when  he  re- 
turns a  few  minutes  later,  washed, 
clothed,  and  in  a  more  sober  frame 
of  mind,  his  complaint  is  heard. 
Probably  there  is  but  the  faintest 
trace  •f  a  scratch  to  be  seen,  and 
that  self-inflicted,  or,  at  any  rate, 
he  has  but  received  a  slight  blow  in 
some  quarrel  that  he  himself  pro- 
voked. 

Not  that  these  neighbourly 
quarrels  are  always  of  a  trifling 
character,  however;  indeed,  their 
results  are  often  serious  enough. 
A  native,  whatever  his  occupation, 
and  whether  at  work  or  at  leisure, 
is  scarcely  ever  without  his  Mthi, 
a  staff"  of  bamboo  some  5  or  6  feet 
long,  and  sometimes  encircled  with 
brass  or  iron  bands.  If  not  carried 
in  the  hand,  it  is  sure  to  be  lying 
close  by,  ready  to  be  caught  up  at 
any  moment,  and  it  is  a  weapon 
that,  wielded  with  effect,  will  cause 
instant  death.  The  most  frequent 
cases  of  homicide  before  the  Courts 
are  brought  about  by  its  sudden 
use  in  some  petty  village  squabble, 
beginning  probably  in  mere  bad 
language,  at  which  the  natives  are 
such  great  adepts.  As  soon  as  the 
first  blow  is  struck  the  relatives  on 
either  side  join  in  with  their  quar- 
terstaves,  and  unless  the  police  are 
at  hand  to  stop  it  the  affray  goes  on 
until  perhaps  some  one  of  the  party 
is  killed,  and  several  others  are  se- 
verely injured. 

Amongst  the  charges  there  is 
pretty  sure  to  be  at  least  one  speci- 


men of  a  class  of  cases  peculiar  to 
the  Indian  Courts.  An  outraged 
husband  complains  that  his  wife 
has  been  illicitly  enticed  from  her 
home.  This,  under  the  Indian  PeniJ 
Code,  is  a  criminal  offence,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  assaults,  there 
is  no  charge  that  appears  so  fre- 
quently in  the  up  country  courts  as 
this.  In  a  country  where  the  chi- 
valrous feelings  towards  women 
that  the  course  of  Western  civilisa- 
tion has  engendered  are  utterly  un- 
known, where  the  words  of  Schiller, 

Ehret  die  Frauen  I  sie  flechten  uud  weben 
Himmlische  Rosen  ins  irdische  Leben. 

would  find  no  responsive  echo  in 
the  heart;  where  women  are  re- 
garded merely  as  necessary  append- 
ages to  the  household,  of  about  as 
much  value  and  with  much  the  same 
intellectual  capacity  as  the  mill- 
stones at  which  they  are  set  to 
grind;  where  they  are  married  in 
earliest  infancy  to  boy-husbands 
of  their  parents'  choosing;  where 
wives  are  bartered  or  sold  for  less 
than  the  cost  of  an  ox  (a  sum  of 
forty  shillings  will,  amongst  some 
of  the  lowest  castes,  buy  a  wife  of 
whom  her  husband  has  grown  tired); 
in  such  a  country  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  bands  of  con- 
jugal affection  are  tied  but  loosely. 
And  that  there  does  exist  a  great 
laxity  of  morals  cannot  bo  denied. 
But  at  the  same  time  it  may  be  ques- 
tioned, whether  even  under  the  de- 
basing conditions  of  married  life  in 
the  East,  and  the  resulting  predis- 
position to  temptation,  the  women 
of  India  are  a  wlut  worse  than  those 
of  some  European  countries  boast- 
ing of  superior  enlightenment  and 
blessed  with  safeguards  of  more 
restraining  power.  And  in  fairness 
it  must  be  allowed,  that  the  propor- 
tion of  bond  fide  cases  of  this  kind 
is  extremely  small — ^by  far  the 
greater  number  resting  upon  no  real 
basis  of  fact. 

The    hearing    of  criminal  oases 
now  claims  attention,  and  this  gene- 
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rally  occupies  the  greater  part  of 
the  day.  It  is  tumecessary  to  enu- 
merate tbe  offences  that  come  before 
the  Court;  they  are  of  every 
description,  comprising  all  that 
are  familiar  to  us  in  our  own 
police  Courts,  together  with  many 
others  that  the  Indian  Penal  Code 
has  first  included  in  the  catalogue 
of  crimes.  The  comprehensiveness 
of  this  code,  notwithstanding  its  ad- 
mirable character  (and  had  Lord 
Macaulay  left  no  other  memorial 
behind,  this  alone  would  have  borne 
ample  testimony  to  his  great  genius) 
has  made  it  very  obnoxious  to  the 
people.  The  rights  of  persons  and 
property  are  too  jealously  guarded 
by  the  code  for  it  to  meet  with  un- 
qualified approval  from  the  natives, 
who  are  somewhat  too  prone  to  con- 
stitate  themselves  the  judges  of 
right  and  wrong,  and  are  peculiarly 
apt  to  ignore  their  neighbours'  inte- 
rests in  the  pursuit  of  their  own. 
According  to  their  character  and 
degree,  the  cases  are  either  disposed 
of  by  the  magistrates  themselves 
or  committed  to  the  Sessions ;  the 
larger  number  never  go  beyond  the 
lower  Courts,  for  a  magistrate,  with 
what  are  called  '  full  powers,'  can 
award  a  sentence  of  as  much  as  two 
years'  imprisonment  with  hard  la- 
bour and  a  heavy  fine,  or  in  deiault  an 
additionalsixmonths'  imprisonment. 
The  hearing  of  cases  is  now-a- 
days  conducted  in  a  much  more 
satisfoctory  manner  than  it  used  to 
be.  Going  into  a  Court  formerly, 
you  would  see  a  number  of  natives 
squatting  about  the  room  in  groups 
of  two,  the  component  parts  of  each 
apparently  in  amicable  converse,  or 
rather,  one  of  them  clad  in  white 
wiih  inkhom  by  his  side  and  paper 
on  his  knee,  endeavouring  to  elicit 
firom  his  companion — evidently  of 
humbler  position,  and  from  his 
coarse  clothing  and  nasal  patois,  re- 
cognisable as  a  village  cultivator — 
certain  information,  which  the  lat- 
ter imparts  more  bv  grunts  and 
gestures  than  by  inteUigible  articu- 


lation. The  one  is  the  Cutcherry 
clerk,  the  other  a  witness,  and  in 
this  fashion  not  many  years  since, 
it  was  the  custom  to  take  evidence 
that  might  bring  a  man  to  the 
gallows  or  consign  him  to  a  long 
term  of  imprisonment.  There  was 
this  advantage  about  it,  that  it  saved 
time,  for  half-a-dozen  depositions 
could  be  taken  at  once,  and  several 
cases,  in  fact,  be  heard  simulta- 
neously,  and  the  magistrate's  work 
was  much  simplified  by  this  ar- 
rangement. While  the  evidence 
was  being  recorded  he  was  able  to 
get  through  a  large  mass  of  other 
work;  then,  when  the  half-dozen 
cases  were  prepared,  the  depositions 
were  hurriedly  read  over  to  him 
and  attested  by  the  several  wit- 
nesses, who  most  probably  did  not 
understand  a  word  of  what  was 
written  down,  for  in  those  days  the 
Court  language  was  an  abominable 
compound  of  Hindustani  and  Per- 
sian intelligible  only  to  the  initiated. 
Certainly  an  experienced  magistrate 
would  elicit  a  good  deal  of  truth  by 
a  few  searching  questions ;  but  the 
incalculable  advantage  of  cross-ex- 
amination at  the  very  time  was  lost, 
and  the  opportunity  of  observing 
the  witness's  demeanour — an  all- 
important  point  in  gaining  a  clue  to 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  native  evi- 
dence— was  altogether  gone,  while 
further,  there  was  no  guarantee  that 
the  native  clerk  had  not  put  into 
the  witness's  mouth  wonis.  con- 
veying a  very  different  meaning 
from  what  he  had  actually  intended. 
However,  bad  as  the  old  procedure 
was  in  this  respect,  the  Indian 
Courts  would  seem  after  all  not  to 
have  been  so  far  behind  the  age,  if 
we  may  judge  from  recent  revela- 
tions as  to  the  mode  in  which  affi- 
davits are  prepared  for  use  in  the 
Courts  of  Chancery.  I  doubt  whe- 
ther cross-examination  of  the  wit- 
nesses would  ever  have  elicited  such 
wholesale  repudiation  of  their  writ- 
ten statements  as  we  lately  saw  in 
the  Tichbome  case. 
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In  the  work  of  judicial  investiga- 
tion the  Indian  magistrate  labours 
under  very  great  disadvantages  as 
compared  with  his  compeer  on  the 
English  bench.  The  most  serious 
of  these  —  the  ooe  that  makes 
judicial  work  in  India  so  pre-emi- 
nently disheartening,  and  makes 
the  burden  of  responsibility  weigh 
so  heavily — arises  from  the  inherent 
predisposition  to  lying,  which  is  so 
remarkable,  and  apparently  so  in- 
eradicable a  characteristic  of  the 
native  mind.  A  magistrate  in  this 
country  feels  tolerably  safe  in  ac- 
cepting as  substantially  true  the 
evidence  of  the  witness  who  comes 
before  him ;  he  regards  it  as 
primd  facie  trustworthy  and  enti- 
tled to  credit.  But  the  Indian 
magistrate  from  the  outset  is  in- 
clined to  disbelieve  the  statement 
made  to  him,  or  at  least  to  suspect 
it ;  there  is  no  hypothesis  to  start 
with  that  the  man  is  speaking  the 
truth.  In  England  a  man  will  not 
readily  or  gratuitously  perjure  him- 
self; there  must  be  a  motive  of  some 
considerable  power  to  induce  him  to 
do  so.  But  to  the  native  lying  is 
natural ;  it  causes  no  qualms  of  con- 
science, and  for  the  smallest  con- 
sideration he  will  swear  away  his 
neighbour's  property  or  liberty.  And 
unfortunately,  from  the  diflBculty 
of  proving  the  crime  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  higher  Courts,  the  per- 
jurer plies  his  trade  almost  with 
impunity.  The  multitudinous  files 
of  cases  that  lie  packed  on  the 
shelves  are  wellnigh  as  full  of  false 
oaths  as  they  can  hold,  but  convic- 
tions for  peijury  are  very  few  and 
far  between.  Not  once  in  five  hun- 
dred cases  does  retributive  justice 
mark  down  her  prey ;  there  is  here 
no  pretence  of  sureness  even  to 
compensate  for  the  limping  foot. 
Unfortunately  also,  the  prescribed 
form  of  oath,  which  is  merely  an 
affirmation  that  the  truth  shall  be 
spoken  as  in  the  presence  of  God, 
has  not  the  slightest  deterrent  in- 
fluence for  the  native.     It   in   no 


way  appeals  to  his  superstitions,  his 
desires,  or  his  fears,  and  is  alto- 
gether devoid  of  the  solemn  effect 
that  the  oath  of  our  own  Courts  has 
upon  the  mind  of  an  Englishman. 
Formerly  it  was  the  custom  to  swear 
Hindis  upon  the  Ganges'  water,  and 
Masalmans  upon  the  Kurdn.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  reasons  for 
a  change,  the  influence  of  the  oath 
has,  if  anything,  been  lessened  by 
it.  The  old  forms  at  any  rate  gave 
a  religious  sanction  to  the  oath, 
but  the  present  affirmation  is  alto- 
gether valueless  as  a  safeguard. 
The  fear  of  punishment  is,  in  fact, 
the  sole  influence  that  remains  to 
deter  men  who  have  any  object  to 
gain  by  perjury  from  committing  it, 
and  since  the  force  of  this  one  influ- 
ence is,  as  I  have  stated,  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  there  is  practically  no 
restraint  at  all.  Another  great  dis- 
advantage that  Indian  magistrates 
labour  under  is,  that  they  have  not  the 
assistance  afforded  by  the  pleadings 
and  cross-examinations  of  able  coun- 
sel. Certainly  there  are  native  plead- 
ers attached  to  all  the  Courts,  but,  as 
a  rule,  they  are  men  of  very  slight 
ability,  and  especially  deficient  in 
the  art  of  effective  cross-examina- 
tion, while  the  men  who  plead  in 
the  inferior  Courts  are  of  the  lowest 
pettifogging  class,  who  so  long  as 
they  further  their  client's  interests 
care  little  how  it  is  done,  men  who, 
acting  up  to  the  motto  *  Si  possis, 
recte;  si  non,  quocunque  modo,'  will 
not  only  connive  at  the  production 
of  forged  documents,  but  will  even 
suggest  their  forgery.  In  general, 
the  attorneys  who  frequent  the  Ma- 
gisterial and  Revenue  Courts  are 
simply  obstructive  to  work.  The 
magistrate  will  in  vain  look  to  them 
for  assistance;  the  full  responsi- 
bility devolves  upon  himself.  He 
is  both  judge  and  jury,  and  in  addi- 
tion, he  has  to  act  as  counsel  both 
for  the  prosecution  and  for  the  de- 
fence, and  to  see  that  the  interests 
of  neither  side  are  in  any  point 
overlooked.     And  to  a  considerable 
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extent  also— however  anomalous 
and  ill-accordant  with  English  ideas 
it  may  seem — his  functions  approach 
very  closely  to  those  of  a  public 
prosecutor,  for  whether  as  a  Revenue 
officer,  or  as  the  Head  of  the  Police, 
it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  laws 
are  not  violated  with  impunity,  or 
Government  defrauded  of  its  due, 
and  to  bring  all  offenders  to  punish- 
ment. 

But  the  civilian's  judicial  duties 
are  not  yet  over  for  the  day.  In 
his  capacity  of  collector  he  is 
civil  judge,  having  primary  juris- 
diction in  all  agrarian  disputes 
between  the  landed  proprietors  and 
their  tenant  cultivators,  or  between 
the  various  co-sharers  in  the  vil- 
lage estate.  The  Revenue  Courts 
adjudicate  in  such  matters  as  the 
following, — suits  by  landlords  for 
arrears  of  rent, — for  the  ejectment 
of  tenants  for  default,  or  breach  of 
the  conditions  of  their  leases, — for 
enhancement  of  rent; — suits  by  ten- 
ants to  contest  enhancements, — 
ejectment,  or  illegal  distraint  of  pro- 
duce,— and  to  recover  damages  for 
extortion  of  more  rent  than  is  legi- 
timately due ; — suits  by  the  head 
proprietor  in  the  village  to  recover 
from  the  subordinate  owners  any 
sums  he  may  have  advanced  on 
their  behalf  in  payment  of  the 
revenue  demand, — and  lastly,  suits 
by  the  subordinate  sharees  against 
the  head  proprietor  for  their  shares 
of  the  profits  of  the  estate.  There 
is,  if  anything,  a  greater  amount  of 
&lse  swearing  in  these  than  in  cri- 
minal cases.  It  is  a  very  rare 
occurrence  for  a  claim  to  be  unde- 
fended. Of  course,  in  some  instan- 
ces the  parties  may  be  perfectly 
justified  in  joining  issue,  and  their 
contentions  may  afford  substantial 
ground  for  legal  argument ;  but  in 
the  large  majority  of  cases,  the 
defence  consists  simply  of  a  direct 
tiaversing  of  the  allegations  con- 
tained in  the  statement  of  claim. 
Half-a-dozen  witnesses  on  the  one 
side   depose   to  certain  facts,  and 


half-a-dozen  witnesses  on  the  other 
unequivocally  contradict  them. 
Forged  documents  are  unblushingly 
produced  in  proof,  evidence  is 
bought  wholesale,  and  all  that 
chicanery  can  do  to  bolster  up  a 
fraudulent  claim,  or  to  rebut  a  toie 
one,  is  done.  The  large  mass  of 
litigation  in  the  Revenue  Courts  is 
simply  the  result  of  violent  quar- 
rels between  the  proprietors  and 
their  tenants,  or  between  the  co- 
proprietors  themselves.  So  long 
as  matters  go  on  amicably  in  the 
village,  and  unanimity  prevails, 
there  is  no  litigation  at  all.  Hun- 
dreds of  villages  from  one  year's  end 
to  another,  frimish  no  suits  at  all. 
But  let  the  subject  of  discord  once 
enter  a  village,  and  litigation  is 
endless.  A  specially  productive 
cause  of  these  embittering  feuds 
is  the  intrusion  of  a  stranger  into 
the  proprietary  body — an  occur- 
rence frequent  enough  now-a-days. 
We  have  of  late  years  heard  a  great 
deal  in  praise  of  peasant-proprietor- 
ship, but  one's  experience  of  it,  as 
it  obtains  in  India,  scarcely  tends 
to  an  unqualified  acceptance  of  the 
idea  that  it  is  such  a  happy,  para- 
disaical system,  as  it  has  been 
represented.  There  can  be  little 
denial  of  this  one  fact  at  any  rate, 
that  where  population  steadily  in- 
creases, and  the  custom  of  equal 
inheritance  prevails,  the  minute 
subdivision  of  land,  which  is  the 
natural  result  of  i>easant-pro- 
prietorship,  must  tend  to  reduce 
the  landowners  to  one  uniform 
level  of  pauperism,  and  lead  to  the 
gradual  extinction  of  agricultural 
capital.  And  so  it  is  in  the  north 
western  provinces.  The  mass  of 
landowners  cannot  construct  even 
a  small  well,  an  essential  of  cultiva- 
tion, at  a  mere  cost  of  £40  (or  £50 
without  borrowing  the  money  from 
the  state  or  the  money-lender, 
while  a  single  bad  season  will  ren- 
der them  in  all  probability  utter- 
ly unable  to  meet  the  revenue 
demand,   or  settle   their  banker's 
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acooant — for  scarcely  a  proprietor 
in  the  whole  North- West  can  boast 
of  that  necessary  ingredient  of  happi- 
ness, the  being  ^solutus  omnifcmore.' 
And  thus  it  is  that  the  old  pro- 
prietors— at  least  in  estates  which 
are  minutely  subdivided — are  gradu- 
ally being  supplanted  by  a  new 
class  of  men,  chiefly  money-lenders 
and  traders  of  the  wealthier  sort. 
A  man  of  this  sort  we  will  sup- 
pose— some 

Foenerator  Alfius 
Jam,  jam  fatums  rusticus — 

has  purchased  a  smaU  share  that 
default  of  payment  of  the  revenue 
upon  it,  or  decree  of  the  Civil 
Court  has  brought  to  the  hammer, 
and  has  thrust  himself  into  the 
sacred  circle  of  the  brotherhood. 
He  very  soon  finds  out  to  his  cost 
that  he  would  have  acted  far  more 
wisely  had  he  stuck  to  his'money- 
bags  and  ledgers,  and  resisted  the 
fake  seductions  of  a  bucolic  life. 
The  old  proprietors — the  brothers, 
uncles,  nephews,  or  cousins  of  the 
bankrupt — are  banded  to  a  man 
against  the  intruder,  and  do  their 
best — and  their  worst — to  thwart 
him  at  every  turn.  The  tenants 
too,  are  employed  as  a  powerful 
engine  of  oppression  and  annoyance, 
and  are  set  to  oppose  and  injure 
him  in  all  the  numerous  ways  that 
their  relations  to  him  suggest,  or 
that  native  ingenuity  can  devise. 
He  is  driven  to  the  Court,  before 
he  can  realise  a  single  farthing  of 
his  dues,  and  there,  unable  to  secure 
a  scrap  of  evidence  on  his  own  side, 
he  has  to  contend  against  such  an 
amount  of  hard  swearing,  forgery, 
and.  trickery  of  every  kind  that 
success  is  a  most  uncertain  chance. 
K  by  good  luck  he  gains  a  victory 
in  the  Court  of  First  Instance,  he  is 
virulently  pursued  into  the  Appel- 
late Courts,  probably  as  far  as  the 
Privy  Council  itself,  with  very  little 
hope  of  ever  regaining  his  costs, 
even  if  they  are  awarded  to  him. 
In  sT^ch  a  contest  aHy  amicable  ad- 


justment is  altogether  hopeless ; 
with  each  succeeding  tussle  the 
mutual  hatred  strikes  deeper  root, 
and  reconciliation  becomes  more 
impossible.  In  the  end  the  rash 
intruder  may  reckon  himself  for- 
tunate, if  he  escapes  still  fouler  ma- 
chinations, for  the  majority  of  the 
cowardly  murders  that  are  so  fi-e- 
quent  in  India  have  their  origin  in 
agrarian  disputes. 

Following  upon  the  revenue  case 
work,  there  will  in  all  probability 
be  several  objections  to  Income  Tax 
assessments  set  down  for  hearing. 
This  tax,  the  d&imier  ressort  of  iinan- 
ciers  at  their  wits*  end  how  to  make 
both  ends  meet,  has  vastly  increased 
the  pressure  upon  the  collector's 
time,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  work 
that  is  so  thoroughly  distasteful  to 
him — and  for  this  reason,  that  he 
well  knows  that  not  only  is  the  tax 
hateful  to  the  whole  mass  of  the 
people,  rich  and  poor  alike,  but 
also  that  under  present  conditions 
it  is  unavoidably  an  oppressive  tax ; 
it  is  to  a  great  extent  evaded  by 
the  wealthier,  while  it  presses  most 
heavily  upon  the  poorer  classes. 
That  it  is  oppressive  is  in  part  due 
to  the  parsimony  of  Grovemment  in 
the  matter  of  the  establishments 
allowed  for  the  work  of  assessment, 
and  in  part  to  the  range  of  the  tax 
being  extended  to  incomes  of  too 
low  a  value,  while  again  to  no  in- , 
considerable  extent  it  is  the  fault 
of  the  people  themselves,  being  the 
natural  result  of  the  difficulty,  I 
may  almost  say  the  impossibility  of 
accurately  gauging  the  incomes  of 
the  middle  classes,  and  the  little 
reliance  that  can  be  placed  upon 
any  statement  of  their  own  regard- 
ing their  profits.  From  this  latter 
cause  it  has  continually  happened 
that  the  wealthier  merchants  and 
bankers  have  escaped  with  a  far 
lighter  assessment  than  they  should 
have  borne,  while  many  of  the 
poorer  traders  and  handicraftsmen 
have  been  called  upon  to  pay 
amounts  which  even  the  sale  of  all 
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^b&r  household  goods  hsB  foiled  to 
realise.  The  Licome  Taz  is  a 
grievous  thorn,  in  the  collector's 
side.  GoYemment  is  a  stem  task- 
master, and  pecoliarly  sensitiye  on 
the  subject  of  deficiency  of  revenue, 
and  if  the  anticipated  ^e  of  rupees 
is  not  forthcoming  to  the  full,  he  is 
called  to  strict  account.  But  I  fear 
the  incubus  of  the  tax  will  not  be 
readily  shaken  off.  At  any  rate  it 
is  likely  to  cling  to  India  as  long  as 
the  taxation  of  the  country  is  regu- 
lated by  amateur  financiers.  And 
a  statesmanlike  financier  is  not 
easily  met  with.  Nascitur  nan  fit. 
As  the  poet  '  lisps  in  numbers,'  so 
the  true  master  of  finance  must 
have  a  special  genius  for  the  work. 
India  certainly  cannot  boast  of  pos- 
sessing one  at  present.  The  later 
mails  seem  to  hold  out  to  us  a  hope 
that,  under  the  auspices  of  Lord 
Northbrook,  India  may  gain  at 
least  a  temporary  relief  from  the  In- 
come Tax.  Should  this  be  so,  it 
will  indeed  be  a  matter  for  hearty 
congratulation,  and  one  great  source 
of  heartburning  and  discontent  will 
be  removed, 

I  fear  I  have  already   tried  the 
reader's    patience  severely,    and  I 
must  content  myself  with  merely 
a  passing  glance  at  the  remainder 
of  the  day's  work.     But   there  is 
Btill  a  good  deal  to  be  done.     The 
Serishtadar     commences     to    read 
aloud  from  a  huge  pile  of  papers 
that  lie  at  his  side,  each  of  them 
representing  some  stage  of  progress 
in  matters  connected  with  the  in- 
ternal economy  of  the  district.  And 
this  is  a  portion  of  work  that  does 
not  admit  of  being  hurried  over,  or 
disposed  of  in  a  perfunctory  manner; 
indeed,  upon  the  degree  of  ability 
and  conscientiousness  shown  in  its 
performance,  far  more  than   upon 
the  passing  of  legal  decisions,  de- 
pends   a     collector's     success     in 
securing  what,  as  the  great  test  of 
administrative  capacity,   it  should 
he  his  chief   aim  to   secure — the 
financial  prosperity  of  his  district, 


combined  with  the  happiness,  con- 
tentment, and  loyalty  of  the  people. 
Unfortunately  for  the  interest  which 
might  be  taken  in  most  of  this 
work,  all  the  proceedings  are  pre- 
pared ia  Hindustani,  and  apart  from 
the  additional  mental  effort  required 
for  understanding  a  complicated 
case  under  these  conditions,  the 
listening  to  the  singsong  of  a  native 
reader  is  about  the  dreariest  and 
most  sleep-inducing  occupation  that 
could  well  be  conceived.  This 
dreariness  reaches  its  climax  with 
the  reading  out  of  the  police  papers 
— the  daily  reports  of  crimes,  and 
the  records  of  investigations  in  par- 
ticular cases — which,  in  themselves 
are  the  most  unpalatable  stuff  pos- 
sible, and  for  that  reason  are  gener- 
ally left  to  the  last.  While  these 
are  being  gabbled  through  the 
magistrate  is  busily  engaged  in 
signing  the  vast  heap  of  papers  that 
represent  the  results  of  the  day's 
work  throughout  the  office,  and  this 
over,  the  labours  of  cutcherry  are 
ended. — And  my  task  is  ended  also. 
This  sketch  has  been  necessarily 
a  very  imperfect  one ;  but  enough 
has,  I  trust,  been  written  to 
show  that  an  Indian  civilian's  life 
is  very  far  from  being  a  Ufe  of  idle- 
ness. And  his  work  is  rendered 
none  the  lighter  or  pleasanter  by 
the  conditions  under  which  it  has  to 
be  performed  during  the  greater^part 
of  the  year — closely  shut  up  perhaps 
in  a  stifling  room,  gloomy  with  the 
accumulated  dust  of  years,  reeking 
with  the  unfragrant  odours  of  a 
crowd  of  natives,  and  oppressive 
with  wellnigh  loo  degrees  of  un- 
mitigated sweltering  heat.  And 
day  after  day  the  same  weary  grind 
goes  on.  True,  there  are  intermit- 
tent times  of  rest,  on  the  occurrence 
of  some  Hindu  or  Masalmdn  festi- 
val, but  holidays  are  after  all  a  mere 
delusion,  for  the  criminal  classes  are 
if  anything  more  active  on  these 
days,  and  the  only  result  of  a  holi- 
day is  that  arrears  accumulate,  and 
the  next  day's  work  is  doubled. 
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But  the  rest  that  follows  immedi- 
ately upon  the  close  of  the  harassing 
toil  of  the  day  is  indeed  delicious, 
and  this  is  the  only  time  that  the 
civilian  can  count  upon  for  thorough 
recreation.  The  evening,  perhaps, 
may  find  him  again  hard  at  work, 
engaged  in  important  correspon- 
dence, or  in  preparing  judgments 
which  pressure  of  work  has  hindered 
him  from  writing  in  Court,  but  for 
the  present  he  may  freely  enjoy  his 
brief  and  hard  earned  leisure.     And 


now  having  accompanied  him 
through  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
day,  we  will  take  our  leave  of  him, 
as  he  quits  cutcherry  and  repairs 
in  haste  to  the  racquet  courts  or 
cricket  ground  to  clear  away  with 
a  Httle  vigorous  exercise  and  pleasant 
society  some  of  the  miasma  that 
have  accumulated  in  his  brain, 
and  to  disencumber  his  mind  for  a 
time  of  the  cares  and  anxieties 
which  are  inevitably  connected  with 
the  responsible  nature  of  his  work. 
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PLYMOUTH. 
THE  STORY  OF  A  TOWN. 


rB  prospects  commanded  from 
some  of  the  border  heights  of 
Dartmoor,-^-sncli  for  example  as 
Cawsand  and  Bnckland  beacons,  or 
as  Heytor, — are  exceeded  in  interest 
and  variety  by  none  in  England, 
The  great  Yorkshire  scenes,  those 
OTer  which  the  eye  ranges  from  the 
Hambledon  hills  or  from  the  long 
ridges  that  bound  the  western  side 
of  the  Vale  of  Mowbray,  may  pos- 
sibly be  more  extensive;  but  they 
j  are  without  the  feature  which  gives 
I  an  especial  character  to  the  Dart- 
moor views — ^the  wide,  fiur-stretch. 
ing  line  of  sea-board.  From  the 
outer  heights  of  Cleveland  indeed 
you  may  look  down  on  Whitby  and 
the  ruins  of  the 

cloistered  pile 
Where  holy  Hilda  prayed, 

but  this  is  a  very  different  scene. 
From  Heytor,  beyond  a  vast  and 
varied  tract  of  country,  we  com- 
mand nearly  the  whole  of  what  is 
known  as  the  '  Great  Western  bay,' 
extending  from  Portland  on  the 
east  to  Berry  Head  on  the  west. 
Along  the  coast  are  dotted  towns 
and  villages  which  rank  among  the 
most  ancient  settlements  in  Britain, 
and  which  may  well  have  been 
founded  by  the  primitive  tin-workers 
whose  rude  stone  monuments  still 
lie  among  the  heather  at  our  feet. 
The  long  estuary  of  the  Exe,  stretch- 
ing inkuud  to  Exeter,  the  city  and 
stronghold  of  Britons,  Romans,  and 
English  in  succession ;  and  the  nar- 
rower opening  of  the  Dart,  winding 
between  woods  and  green  hills  to- 
wards Totness,  the  traditional  land- 
ing place  of  the  legendary  Brutus 
of  Troy, — are  easily  distinguished, 
and  carry  ns  &,r  back  into  an  older 
world,  suggesting  a  crowd  of  his- 
torical recollections.     Heytor  com-^ 
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mands  the  sea-line  and  the  settle- 
ments connected  with  the  earliest 
history  of  what  is  now  Devonshire. 
The  south-western  heights  of 
Dartmoor  overlook  a  scene  of  which 
the  landscape  displays  similar  fea> 
tures,  but  where  me  associations  are 
of  a  somewhat  different  character. 
We  are  still  within  sight  of  harbours 
not  unknown  to  ancient  history  or 
legend ;  but  the  object  which  most 
st^ngly  attracts  us  is  the  town  of 
Plymouth,  filling,  with  its  sisters, 
Devonport  and  Stonehouse,  the 
landward  side  of  the  harbour,  and 
bounded  by  the  estuaries  of  the  Plym 
and  the  Tamar,  with  their  forests  of 
masts.  There  is  something  in  the 
view  of  a  great  town,  and  especially 
of  a  great  seaport,  thus  seen  from 
a  moorland  height,  which  in  no  or- 
dinary degree  impresses  the  imagi- 
nation. The  stillness  which  sur- 
rounds us,  the  broken  rock  and  the 
stretches  of  fern  and  heather  which 
make  up  the  nearer  scene,  contrast 
finely  with  the  distant  evidences 
of  long-continued  work  and  daily 
labour,  with  the  noise  and  the  street 
tumult  which  we  know,  but  cannot 
hear,  are  filling  the  air  above  the 
far-off  haven.  It  is  from  such  a 
point  too,  more  perhaps  than  when 
actually  within  its  walls,  that  we 
feel  inclined  to  pass  in  review  the 
history  and  the  fortunes  of  the  town 
before  us.  There  it  lies  in  the  dis- 
tance, stretching  itself  over  plain 
and  rising  ground,  its  walls  and 
roofs  glancing  in  the  sunlight,  with 
many  a  tower  and  spire  breaking 
upward  from  the  vast  mass  of  build- 
ings. About  it  are  all  the  evidences 
of  vigorous  life  and  activity.  But 
what  is  the  story  of  its  past  years, 
and  how  is  that  connected  with 
the  wider  story  of  England  ?  The 
most  modern  town  suggests   such 
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questions  as  these ;  &r  more  sacb  a 
town  as  Plymouth,  which  although 
it  cannot  claim  an  antiquity  equal 
to  that  of  Exeter  or  Totness,  is 
nevertheless  no  new  creation,  and 
is  surrounded  by  such  natural 
scenery  as  would  heighten  an  in- 
terest derived  from  historical  asso- 
ciations &r  less  exciting  than  those 
which  in  fact  belong  to  it.  We 
may  look  seaward  between  the  red- 
stemmed  pines  of  Mount  Edgcumbe 
and  remember  the  Armada ;  or  land- 
ward from  Bovisand,  and  see  in  ima- 
gination the  town  shut  in'  by  the 
forces  of  Prince  Maurice,  with  rival 
forts  and  sconces  sending  puffs  of 
white  smoke  (and  somethmg  more) 
at  each  other  from  their  opposite 
hills.  The  Dartmoor  scene  is  grand 
and  suggestive.  That  from  the  har- 
bour is  surely  not  less  so.  There  is 
probably  no  English  port  of  which, 
under  favourable  circumstances, 
the  appearance  is  more  striking  to 
a  foreigner  on  his  first  arrival  in 
this  country. 

The  main  outlines  can  have 
changed  but  little  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  historical  sera.  The 
rocks  of  the  old  Devonian  series — 
slates,  limestones;  and  sandstones — 
which  extend  along  this  coast  are 
slowly  worn  by  the  sea ;  and  Greek 
and  Phoenician  traders  (if  they  in- 
deed ventured  into  the  stormy  west- 
ern ocean)  must  have  looked  on  the 
same  deep  bay  that  we  see  at  present, 
with  the  same  heights  and  headlands 
guarding  and  backing  it.  But  it 
must  then  have  been  in  truth  a  *  si- 
lent sea ; '  and  the  protecting  hills, 
covered  with  farze  and  brushwood, 
and  intersected  by  deep  marshes, 
the  haunt  of  numberless  wild  fowl, 
can  have  shown  few  if  any  signs  of 
human  life  or  habitation.  At  a 
much  later  period  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  one  of  the  emporia  for 
t  he  tin  of  the  Devonshire  moorlands 
was  established  here.     No  Greek  or 


Oriental  coins  have  been  found,  such 
as  have  been  discovered  at  Exeter ; 
and  no  ingots  of  tin,  suph  ashavebeen 
dredged  from  the  mud  of  Mount's 
Bay.  But  within  the  last  few  years, 
in  digging  foundations  for  the  fort 
of  Motmt  Stamford,  above  Oreston, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  inner  har- 
bour, a  cemetery  of  considerate  ex- 
tent was  discovered,  to  all  appear- 
ance late  Celtic,  and  indicating  a 
settlement  of  some  importance. 
Bronze  mirrors,  bracelets,  cups,  and 
fibulae,  fragments  of  glass  and  pot- 
tery, and  some  much  decayed  iron 
implements  were  found  in  the 
graves,  which  were  hollowed  in  the 
slaty  rock,  and  filled  in — ^perhaps 
at  first  lined — ^with  blocks  of  the 
neighbouring  limestone.'  These, 
however,  are  traces  of  a  time  before 
the  first  legionaries  had  appeared 
among  the  western  hills.  There 
was  no  B/oman  settlement  where 
Plymouth  now  stands.  A  line  of 
British  road,  which  was  cared  for 
in  Roman  days,  and  became  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  Ikenild  Way,  ran 
from  Exeter  by  Totness  to  the  Ta- 
mar ;  but  it  passed  far  at  the  back 
of  Plymouth  Sound,  and  the  little 
station  of  Tamara  is  in  all  proba- 
bility to  be  identified  with  King's 
Tamerton,  on  a  hill  above  the  river, 
where  there  are  still  traces  of  a 
squared  entrenchment. 

The  older  and  perhaps  mercantile 
settlement  at  Stamford  hill  may 
have  been  frequented  by  those  Gktllic 
traders  who,  as  we  are  told,  con- 
veyed British  tin  to  the  opposite 
coast ;  and  Tamara  had  the  import- 
ance of  a  Eoman  station.  But 
neither  was  destined  to  become  the 
germ  of  Plymouth.  The  'nursing 
mother'  of  the  great  western  sea- 
port was  the  Augustinian  Priory  of 
Plympton,  which,  the  wealthiest  re- 
ligous  house  in  Devonshire,  rose 
in  the  midst  of  its  broad  green 
meadows  at  the  head  of  the  estuary. 


This  cemetery  is  described  in  the  Archaologia,  Tol.  xL 
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just  where  ihe  Plym  ceases  to  be 
navigable.  It  stood  on  the  line  of 
Roman  road — ^the  *  Ridgeway' — 
which  has  already  been  mentioned  ; 
and  a  castle  of  the  De  Red  vers',  the 
powerfdl  Earls  of  Devon,  lifted  and 
still  Ixftsitshigh  walled  mound  (there 
was  no  keep  tower)  close  beside  the 
Priory.  To  the  Priory  of  Plympton 
belonged  from  a  yerj  early  period, 
land  at  the  mouth  of  the  Plym  on 
which  stood  a  fishing  hamlet  known 
as  Sutton  Prior,  or  '  Sutton  (South- 
town)  juxta  Plym-mouthe.'  There 
were  two  other  SuttoDs,  held  by 
the  King  at  the  time  of  the  Dooms- 
day Survey,  and  afterwards  granted 
to  the  families  of  Half  and  Valletort, 
by  whose  names  they  were  distin- 
guished. Those  Suttons,  forming 
together  a  settlement  of  but  very 
small  extent,  had  arisen  some  time 
before  the  Conquest.  Sutton  Prior 
was  the  most  important ;  and  from 
it,  owing  to  the  care  with  which 
its  fisheries  were  watched  and  en- 
couraged by  the  monks  of  Plymp- 
ton, were  gradually  developed  the 
harbour  advantages  which  have 
created  the  existing  town,  and  have 
changed  Sutton — '  a  mene  thyng,  an 
inhabitation  of  fischars* — ^into  the 
far-extending  and  far-famed  Ply- 
mouth. 

The  little  hamlet  of  Sutton  lay 
crowded  round  the  harbour  of  Sut- 
ton Pool,  an  inlet  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Plym.  The  entrance  of  this 
*gulph,'  as  Leland  calls  it,  was 
guarded  by  strong  walls,  and  chains 
could  be  drawn  across  it '  in  tyme 
of  necessite.  *  On  high  ground  above 
it  rose  the  Church  of  St.  Andrew, 
belonging,  like  the  greater  part  of 
Sutton  itself,  to  Plympton  Priory, 
West  of  tho  harbour,  on  the  long 
hill  called  Wynrigge  (wind ridge?), 
was  the  Chapel  of  St.  Katherine, 
at  which  fishermen  and  sailors  were 
accustomed  to  make  oblations  after 
safe  landing.  Wynrigge  is  the 
hill  now  so  well  known  as  the  Hoe, 


a  word  found  elsewhere  in  Devon- 
shire, both  alone,  as  at  Dartmouth — 

Blow  the  wind  high  or  blow  it  low, 
It  bloweth  good  to  Hawlej's  Hoe— 

and  as  a  termination ;  and  signify- 
ing in  all  cases  an  elevated  rid^  or 
look-out  place.  It  is  probable  that 
the  name  was  always  appHed  to 
some  part  of  the  Wynrigge ;  and 
it  is  here  that  we  find  the  only 
traces  which  directly  connect  Ply- 
mouth with  the  legendary  story  of 
Western  Britain.  On  the  green 
turf  of  the  Hoe  were  cut  two  enor- 
mous figures  representing  Cori- 
noBus,  the  companion  of  Brutus  of 
Troy- 
Li  duk  syre  Corynee,  qui  conquist  Come- 
waylo — 

and  the  great  giant  Goemagot  with 
whom  he  fought,  and  whom  he 
hurled  into  the  sea  over  the  cliffs, 
thenceforth  reddened  with  the 
giant's  blood.  The  story  is  told  by  the 
'  veracious '  Geoffry  of  Monmouth. 
At  what  time  it  was  localised  on 
the  Plymouth  Hoe  is  uncertain. 
The  footprints  of  the  combatants, 
on  which  no  grass  would  grow, 
were  long  pointed  out  there;  and 
there  was  an  annual  '  scouring  *  of 
the  figures,  each  of  which  was 
armed  with  an  enormous  club. 
They  were  famous  in  Spenser's 
days,  who  may  himself  have  seen 
them  if  at  any  time  he  started  from 
Plymouth  on  his  way  to  Ireland; 
and  who  has  referred  to  them  in 
that  part  of  the  Faerie  Queene  where 
he  records  the  early  history  of  Bri- 
tain and  the  arrival  of  Brutus : 

Bat  ere  he  had  establish^  his  throne. 
And  spread  his  empire  to  the  utmost 
shore, 
He  fought  great  battles  with  his  salvage 
fone, 
In  which  he  them  defeated  eyermore, 
And  many  giants  left  on  groning  flore ; 
That  well  can  witness  yet  unto  this  day 
The  Western   Hogh,   besprinkled  with 
the  gore 
Of  mighty  GK>emot,  w)iome  in  stout  tray 
Corineus  conquerM,  and  cruelly  did  slay.^ 
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The  *  Western  Hogh/  iberefore, 
can  bave  been  no  nnimporiant  place 
in  ihe  earlier  days  of  Sutton ;  and 
the  legend  attached  to  it  may  indi- 
cate a  certain  connection  of  the 
place  with  the  older  haven  of  Dart- 
mouth, with  Totness,  the  landing 
place  of  Brutus,  and  perhaps  with 
the  opposite  shores  of  Brittany.  At 
any  rate  one  of  the  earliest  notices 
of  Plymouth  as  a  harbour  records 
the  arrival  there,  in  1230,  of  the 
body  of  Gilbert  de  Glare,  Uie  mighty 
Earl  of  Gloucester  and  of  Hertford, 
who  died  at  Penrhos  in  Brittany. 
He  was  brought  across  the  sea  to 
'Plummue,'  says  the  annalist  of 
Tewkesbury;  and  was  conveyed  with 
great  honour  and  a  vast  following 
through  Devonshire,  and  at  last  to 
Tewkesbury,  where  he  was  buried.' 
Gifts  were  made  to  the  religious 
houses  at  which  the  body  of  the  Earl 
rested  on  its  way — the  &reb  of  which 
was,  of  course,  the  Priory  of  Plymp- 
ton. 

Until  the  year  1439,  when  the 
town — then  of  some  size,  and  be- 
coming famous  for  its  harbour- 
was  incorporated  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  Prior  was  the  Lord  of  Ply- 
moutii.  Great  personages  arriving 
there,  whether  to  sail  from  its  port 
or  having  landed  at  it,  were  lo<^ed 
in  the  stately  Priory.  In  1287  the 
Earl  of  Lancaster,  brother  of  Ed- 
ward I.,  sailed  from  Plymouth  with 
no  fewer  than  325  ships,  for  Guienne, 
and  no  doubt  rested  for  some  time 
in  the  guest  house  of  the  Canons. 
The  port  was  then  becoming  a 
favourite  point  of  departure  for 
Guienne  and  Southern  France ;  and 
in  the  days  of  the  Third  Edward, 
the  Black  Prince  on  several  occa- 
sions landed  at  and  departed  from 
Plymouth.  He  sailed  hence,  ac- 
companied by  the  Earls  of  War- 
wick, Suffolk,  Salisbury,  and  Ox- 
ford, in  1355,  before  the  campaign 
which  closed  with  the  battle   of 


Poitiers.  On  this  occasion  he  was 
detained  for  forty  days  (from  the 
end  of  Jtdy  to  the  beginning  of 
September)  by  contrary  winds ;  and 
was  nobly  entertained  by  the  Prior 
of  Plympton.  It  was  while  thna 
delayed  at  the  Priory  that,  as 
Duke  of  Cornwall,  he  granted  to 
one  of  his  old  followers  the  reve- 
nues of  the  ferry  at  'Asche,'  or 
*  Saltash,'  as  a  roward  for  many 
services,  and  in  consideration  of  bis 
having  lost  an  eye  in  battle.  It  is 
improbable,  although  some  writers 
assert  it,  that  the  Black  Prince 
landed  at  Plymouth  on  his  return 
from  this  campaiCT,  bringing  with 
him  the  captive  King  of  France. 
But  Plymouth  was  the  place  of  his 
landing  in  1370,  when  shattered  in 
health  and  in  happiness  he  finally 
left  Aquitaine.  Thero  he  had  just 
lost  his  eldest  son  Edward ;  and  he 
arrived  at  Plymouth  with  his  wife, 
and  his  remaining  child  Richard  of 
Bordeaux,  afterwards  the  ill-feted 
Richard  IE.  After  resting  for  some 
days  at  the  Priory,  the  Prince  was 
conveyed  to  London  in  a  litter.  He 
lived  nntil  1376,  but  never  again 
took  part  in  pubUc  aflbirs.  The 
scene  at  the  Pnory  must  have  con- 
trasted strikingly  with  that  in  1355, 
when  the  Black  Prince  had  hem 
received  there  in  the  fhll  vigour  of 
his  youth,  and  amidst  aU  the  splen- 
dour and  excitement  of  a  great 
warlike  expedition. 

MeanwhQe,  and  throughout  the 
fourteenth  century,  the  fortunes  of 
Plymouth  had  been  variable.  It  was 
attacked  by  French  fleets  and  by 
French  adventurers  again  and  again 
— a  proof  of  its  defenceless  con- 
dition, but  also  of  its  rising  im- 
portance. On  one  of  these  occa- 
sions a  large  foroe  of  Normans  and 
Bretons  burnt  six  hundred  honses 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town, 
thenceforward  known  as  'Breton 
side.'    The  memory  of  this  attack 
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was  long  preserved  by  an  annnal 
fight  between  the  '  Barton  (Bireton) 
boys'  and  the  boys  of  the  Old  Town 
on  the  hiU,  the  httter  of  whom  used 
to  taont  their  opponents  with  the 
destmction  wrought  by  the  French 
in  their  quarter.  But  in  spite  of 
these  attacks,  from  which  Plymouth 
most  have  greatly  suffered,  it  was 
progressing  steadily  and  surely. 
The  Carmelites,  or  White  Friars, 
established  themselves  in  the  town 
in  1313 ;  and  built  near  the  head  of 
Sutton  Pool  a  church  with  a  tower- 
ing spire,  in  which  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  '  Scrope  and  Gros- 
venor '  controversy  —  a  disputed 
question  of  the  right  to  certain 
armorial  bearings — examined  many 
Devonshire  witnesses  in  1384, 
whilst  the  Duke  of  Lancaster  and 
his  soldiers  were  detained  at  Ply- 
mouth by  contrary  winds.  Fran- 
ciscans were  not  slow  to  follow 
the  Carmelites'  example;  and  the 
*  freres '  became  as  well  known  in 
the  narrow  streets  and  quays  of 
'Sutton  juxta  Plym-mouthe'  as 
ihey  had  been  for  some  time  in 
those  of  the  southern  and  eastern 
seaports.  Their  extensive  build- 
ings and  lofty  churches  gave  a  new 
character  to  the  town,  the  only 
conspicuous  object  in  which  had 
hitherto  been  the  Church  of  St. 
Andrew,  a  Norman  edifice  of 
perhaps  no  great  size.  Before  1 400, 
too,  a  '  stronge  castle  quadrate,'  as 
Lehmd  calls  it,  'having  at  echo 
comer  a  grete  round  tower,'  had 
been  built  on  the  west  side  of 
Sutton  Pool.  At  a  somewhat  later 
period  this  '  quadrate '  became  the 
foundation  of  the  shield  of  arms 
assigned  to  the  town — argent,  a 
saltire  vert  between  four  castles 
sable.  The  motto  runs,  '  Turris 
fortissima  est  nomen  Jehova.' 

It  is  dear  that  the  town  of  Sutton 
was  to  some  extent,  but  with  due 
subordination  to  the  authority  of 
the  Prior,  governed  by  a  mayor  and 
Ij  certain  assessors  before  the  year 


1439,  when  it  was  duly  incorporated. 
Before  that  time,  although  the  name 
Plymouth  was  frequency  used,  the 
place  was  quite  as  often  called 
Sutton.  Afterwards  it  is  always 
known  as  Plymouth.  The  town  no 
doubt  had  been  stretching  itself 
upward  over  the  hill,  and  westward 
through  the  valley  that  lies  on  the 
land  side  of  the  Hoe.  Nearly  a 
century  before  this  incorporation 
its  importance  as  a  port  may  partly 
be  measured  by  the  number  of  ships 
sent  in  1346  to  the  siege  of  Calais. 
Plymouth  contributed  26 ;  a  greater 
number  than  London  or  Bristoh 
Yarmouth  and  Dartmouth  sent 
more  than  Plymouth;  and  Fowey 
sent  47,  the  greatest  number  of  all. 
These  were  of  course  small  vessels ; 
but  the  fisheries  and  trade  of  Ply- 
mouth must  by  this  time  have  be- 
come very  considerable.  The  older 
havens,  however,  as  yet  kept  their 
supremacy ;  and  the  '  gaUants  of 
Fowey '  and  the  men  of  Dartmouth, 
jealous  rivals  as  they  were,  and 
frequently  as  they  fought  and 
skirmished,  seem  to  have  paid  little 
attention  to  the  neighbour  who  was 
so  soon  to  overtop  them.  Plymouth 
had  risen  first  by  the  development 
of  her  fisheries.  Her  hai'bour  was 
then  found  at  least  as  convenient  as 
that  of  Dartmouth  for  ships  crossing 
from  Brittany.  During  the  English 
holding  of  Guienne  and  Aquitaine^ 
and  tlm)ughout  the  French  wars  of 
the  fourteenth  century,  Plymouth 
was  one  of  the  principal  ports  at 
which  ships  entered  from ,  and  left  for^ 
Bordeaux ;  and  it  soon  became  the 
favourite  harbour  for  vessels  arriv* 
ing  from  the  northern  ports  of 
Spain.  The  commerce  of  the  place 
was  of  course  greatly  increased  by 
this  extended  use  of  the  harbour^ 
which  had  arisen  naturally  from  the 
position  of  Plymouth,  opposite  the 
western  shores  of  the  Continent* 
With  the  discovery  of  the  New 
World,  however,  began  the  *  golden 
time '  of  the  town.     The  wide  and 
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liitherto  nntracked  Atlantic  lay 
Qpen  from  Plymouth.  Her  seamen 
were  among  the  first  who  ventured 
to  explore  it.  The  stories  brought 
home  by  them  of  marvellous  riches 
and  strange  beauiy  found  beyond 
the  distant  tropical  seas,  set  on  fire 
the  youth  of  Devonshire,  sailors 
many  of  them  from  their  boyhood ; 
and  we  may  fancy  many  a  young 
Ealeigh  or  Gilbert  gazing  wil£ 
wonder  on  rare  treasures  of  the 
Indies,  strange  birds,  tropical  fruit, 
or  rich  barbaric  carving,  and  listen- 
ing the  while  to  the  *  yam '  of  some 
weather-beaten  mariner,  as  he 
points  westward  across  the  plain  of 
deep  blue  water. 

But  long  before  the  days  of  Eliza- 
beth, Plymouth  had  witnessed  one 
arrival  which  may  not  be  passed  in 
silence.  On  the  2ndof  October,  1 501, 
the  Princess  Catherine  of  Arragon, 
accompanied  by  grave  prelates,  and 
bynmny  of  the  highest  nobles  of 
Spain,  entered  the  harbour,  *  which,' 
writes  the  Licentiate  Alcares  to 
Queen  Isabella,^  'is  the  first  on 
the  coast  of  England.'  '  She  could 
not  have  been  received,'  he  con- 
tinues, 'with  greater  rejoicings  if 
she  had  been  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.  ...  As  soon  as  she  left 
the  boat,  she  went  in  procession  to 
the  church,  where,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
Ood  gave  her  the  possession  of  all 
these  realms  for  such  a  period  as 
would  be  long  enough  to  enable  her 
to  enjoy  life,  and  to  leave  heirs  to 
the  tnrone.'  The  Princess  had 
sailed  from  Laredo  on  the  27  th  of 
September.  Off  Ushant  she  had 
encountered  a  toious  tempest,  with 
*  thunder  and  immense  waves.'  The 
rest  of  the  voyage  had  been  stormy ; 
and,  says  Alcares, '  it  was  impossible 
not  to  be  frightened.'  The  church 
in  which  the  Princess  knelt  for  the 
first  time  on  English  ground  may 
have  been  either  St.  Andrew's,  then 


but  newly  rebuilt,  or  the  great 
church  of  the  Carmelites,  which  has 
altogether  disappeared.  She  was 
'lodged'  by  'one  Painter,  that,'  says 
Leland,  'of  late  died  a  rich  mar- 
chaunt,  and  made  a  goodly  house 
toward  the  haven.'  This  '  Palace ' 
as  it  is  called  is  yet  standing.  It  is 
in  Castle  Street,  '  toward  the  haven ; ' 
and  is  built  of  the  local  limestone 
with  timbers  of  massive  oak.  From 
Plymouth  the  Princess  journeyed  by 
Tavistock  and  Okehampton  to  Exe- 
ter, where  she  occupied  the  Dean- 
ery, and  was  so  g^atly  disturbed 
by  the  noise  of  a  weathercock  on  an 
adjoining  church  steeple  that  it  was 
taken  down  on  the  day  after  her 
arrival. 

The  Palace  of  Master  Painter  in- 
dicates the  increasing  prosperity  of 
Plymouth.  About  the  same  time, 
'  one  Thomas  Yogge,'  a  merchant, 
built  for  himself  'a  fair  house  of 
moor-stone ' — as  the  granite  of  Dart- 
moor is  still  called — and  '  paid  for 
making  of  the  steeple  of  Plymouth 
church,'  St.  Andrew's,  whose  fine 
Perpendicular  tower  still  bears  wit- 
ness to  the  wealth  and  generosity  of 
Thomas  Togge.  This  was  late  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  Before  another 
hundred  years  had  passed,  'the 
name  and  reputation  of  Plymouth,' 
in  Camden's  words,  *  was  very  great 
among  all  nations,  and  this  not  so 
much  for  the  convenience  of  the 
harbour  as  for  the  valour  and  worth 
of  the  inhabitants.'  This  is  the 
Plymouth  of  Draytor 


Upon  the  British  coast  what  ship  jet  ever 

came 
That    not  of  Pljmonth   heares  ?    where 

those  brave  navies  lie 
From  cannon's  thnndoring  throate  that  all 

the  world  def  jo. 

It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  the 
expeditions  both  of  adventure  and 
of  war  which  so  frequently  left  the 
harbour  of  Plymouth  throughout 


*  Beigenroth,  Calendar  of  Letters  jv.  relating  to  Negotiations  between  England  and 
Spain  preserved  at  Smancae,  ?oL  i.  p.  262  (Rolls  Series). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3873] 


Flymouth. 


215 


ihe  reign  of  Elizabeth.  There  was, 
6aj8  Carew,  *an  infinite  swarm  of 
single  ships  daily  here  manned  out 
to  ihe  same  effect.*  Strangers 
crowded  the  streets;  and  many  a 
needy  adyenturer  found  his  way 
here  in  the  hope  of  getting  a  pas- 
sage to  the  golden  lands  of  Virginia 
or  Florida.  So  at  least  suggests  the 
old  ballad — 

Have  over  tho  waters  to  Florida, 

Farewell  good  London  now ; 
Through  long  delays  on  land  and  seas 

Pm  brought,  I  cannot  t«ll  how. 
In  PlymouUi  town  in  a  threadbare  gown, 

And  money  never  a  deal. 
Hay  trixi  trim  !  go  trixi  trim  I 

And  will  not  a  wallet  do  wcU  ? 

Such  was  the  condition  of  Ply- 
moutli  in  the  days  of  the  Great 
Queen.  But  the  spirit  of  adven- 
ture had  been  aroused  long  before. 
Martin  Cockeram,  of  Plymouth, 
sailed  with  Sebastian  Cabot,  and 
assisted  him  in  his  exploration  of 
the  Biver  Plate.  In  1530  Cockeram 
sailed  again  with  Wilfiam  Hawkins 
on  the  first  of  his  voyages  to  Brazil, 
and  was  there  left  in  pledge  with 
the  natives  for  the  safety  of  one  of 
the  'salvage  kings'  whom  £[awkins 
brought  back  to  England.  The 
'king'  died;  but  the  natives,  be- 
lieving that  Hawkins  had  '  behaved 
wisely '  towards  them,  restored  Cock- 
eram; who  was  thus,  suggests  a 
recent  historian  of  Plymouth,*  'the 
first  Englishman  who  ever  dwelt  in 
South  America, — ^possibly  the  first 
who  ever  set  foot  on  the  Western 
continent.'  Cockeram  lived  to  hear 
of  the  fame  of  his  old  captain's  son 
— ^that  Sir  John  Hawkins  who  so 
often  'singed  the  King  of  Spain's 
heard/  and  who  is  so  constantly 
referred  to  in  Philip's  letters  and 
memorials  as  the  terrible  '  Achines,' 
—a  form  which  suggests  that  the 
name  must  have  been  conveyed  to 
the  Spanish  Court  from  the  lips 
of   Devonahire  sailors.    Hawkins, 


Drake,  and  Raleigh  are  the  most 
famous  names  connected  with  Eliza- 
bethan Plymouth.  But  from  its 
harbour,  under  the  same  glow  of 
adventure,  sailed  Sir  Humphrey 
Gilbert  to  discover  Newfoundland ; 
Sir  Bichard  Grenville  for  Virginia ; 
Frobisher  and  Davies  for  the  North- 
Western  Seas,  and  Cavendish  on  his 
voyage  round  the  world.  Catte  water 
and  Sutton  Pool  were  thronged  with 
the  small  pinnaces  in  which  these 
daring  seamen  braved  all  the  perils  of 
unknown  seas ;  and  the  whole  town 
was  frequently  thrown  into  a  fever  of 
deHght  and  triumph  by  the  return  of 
ships  laden  with  wealth,  as  often  the 
spoil  of  Spanish  galleys  as  of  rich 
islands  of  the  West.  When  Sir 
Francis  Drake  came  back  from  his 
voyage  round  tho  world,  the  people 
were  at  prayers  in  St.  Andrew's 
Church.  Thither  the  news  was 
brought.  The  church  was  speedily 
emptied ;  and  whilst  *  the  great  ordi- 
nance were  let  off*'  the  rejoicing 
townsmen  hurried  to  the  quays^ 
ready  to  welcome  tho  mariners '  with 
draughtes  of  wine  and  drinkyng  of 
healthes.'  In  the  midst  of  such  re- 
cords the  town  books  show  that  the 
usual  festivities  of  Old — and  merry 
— ^England  were  not  neglected.  The 
Maypole  was  duly  dressed ;  the  *  Mor- 
ryshe  dancers '  were  treated  with  a 
'breckfast;'  'Mr.  Fortescue's players' 
and  (we  are  a  httle  scandalised)  '  my 
Lord  Busshoppe's  players  *  (this  was 
in  1 561)  each  received  j$8,  ^d.  for 
their  performances.  The  'Bus- 
shoppe '  himself  (William  Alley,  a 
man  of  learning  and  a  patron  of 
letters,  who  well  deserved  a  good 
dinner)  cost  the  town  il.  68,  8(2., 
paid  to  '  Alse  Lyell  for  my  Lorde's 
dinner,'  besides  60.  Sd.  'paide  to 
the  cooke  for  the  rostynge  of  the 
meate.' 

A  few  Elizabethan  houses  remain 
in  the  streets  of  Old  Plymouth ;  but 
it  cannot  be  said  that  this  most 


•  Btitor^f  of  H^/nwuth,  by  E.  N.  Worth.    Plymouth,  1871. 
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active  and  romantic  period  has  left 
any  very  striking  memorials  in  the 
town  itself  or  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  imagination  must  see  more  than 
the  eye.  The  land  itself  has  not 
changed,  and  the  harbonrs  have 
been  little  altered.  Cattewater  re- 
mains much  as  when  Sir  John 
Hawkins  sent  a  cannon  ball  through 
the  side  of  a  Spanish  galleon,  lying 
there  with  prisoners  from  the  Low 
Countries  on  board,  who,  as  *  Achines  * 
intended,  got  free  during  the  en* 
suing  tumult.  The  *  fiiir  green  called 
the  Hoe '  is  still  much  Sie  same  as 
when 

•    .    about  the  lovely  close  of  a  warm 

summer  day 
There  came  a  gallant  merchant  ship  full 

sail  to  Plymouth  bay  ; 
Her  crew  had  seen  Cs^tile's  black  fleet 

beyond  Aurigny's  isle, 
At  earhest  twilight  on  the  waves  lie  heaving 

many  a  mile — 

the  same  as  on  the  afternoon  of 
that  19th  of  July  when,  as  the  tra- 
dition  runs,  the  men  of  the  *  gallant 
merchant  ship '  brought  the  news 
of  the  approach  of  the  Armada  to 
the  captains  of  the  English  fleet  as 
they  were  playing  bowls  on  the 
green  near  the  present  citadel. 
Still,  as  we  look  from  the  same 
point,  we  can  picture  to  ourselves 
the  mighty  crescent  fleet  passing 
slowly  along  the  far  horizon,  and 
hear  the  faint  sound  of  the  ord- 
nance fired  by  the  Spaniards  or 
their  pursuers.  And  the  view  land- 
ward may  recall  other  memories. 
Under  the  Dartmoor  hills  lies  Far* 
del,  the  ancestral  home  of  Sir 
Walter  Baleigh,  where  he  is  said 
to  have  buried  much  gold  brought 
at  diflerent  times  from  over  seas. 
An  ancient  inscribed  stone  (now 
removed)  marked  the  place  of  the 
*  hoard ;  *  and  the  local  rhyme 
ran — 

Between  this  stone  and  Faidell  hall 

lies  as  much  money  as  the  devil  can  haul. 

Buckland    Abbey,    the   house    of 


Cistercian  monks  reconstructed  by 
Sir  Francis  Drake  for  his  own 
dwelling-place,  lies  more  out  of 
sight;  but  the  true  memorial  of 
the  great  navigator  is  the  *  leat '  or 
stream  of  water  which,  brought 
under  his  direction  from  the  dis- 
tant Meavy  river,  still  supplies  the 
town  of  Plymouth.  Floating  ro- 
mance and  folk-lore  are  constantly 
gathered  round  the  name  of  a  local 
hero,  and  that  of  Drake  is  no  ex- 
ception. He  is  said  to  have  been 
a  powerful  magician  ;  and  after  he 
had  repeated  certain  spells  near  the 
river,  the  water  followed  of  its  own 
accord  as  he  galloped  over  the 
downs  towards  Plymouth.  He  *  set 
up  a  compass '  on  the  Hoe  during 
the  year  (i 581-2)  in  which  he 
served  as  mayor;  and  the  lines 
under  his  portrait  in  the  GuildhaU 
record  his  services — 

Who  with  fresh  streams  refresht  this  towne 
that  first 

Though  kist  with  waters  yet  did  pine  for 
mirst, 

Who  both  a  pilote  and  a  magistrate 

Steered  in  his  turne  the  shippe  of  Ply- 
mouth's state. 

The  Mayor  and  Corporation  an« 
nually  inspect  the  leat ;  and  at  the 
weir  head  drink  in  water  *  To  the 
pious  memory  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,* 
and  in  wine  '  May  the  descendants 
of  him  who  brought  us  water  never 
want  wine.'  Of  the  old  Corpora- 
tion plate  only  one  cup,  known  as 
the  '  Union  Cup,'  can  have  been 
used  by  these  Elizabethan  heroes. 
It  is  of  silver  gilt,  and  was  the 
gift,  in  1585,  of  John  White  of 
London,  haberdasher,  'to  the  Mayor 
of  Plymouth  and  his  brethren  for 
ever,  to  drink  crosse  one  to  the 
other  at  their  feastes  and  meet- 
ynges.' 

The  importance  of  Plymouth  as 
a  seaport  continued  during  the 
reigns  of  James  I.  and  of  Charles  I., 
though  expeditions  against  Spain 
were  then  somewhat  at  a  discount. 
The    *  drinking    of  tobacco '  had 
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greatly  increased  since  Baleigh 
tooklus  first  pipe  in  the  ohinmey 
oomer  at  Grreenaway.  In  1663, 
Garrard  writes  to  Lord  Strafford 
that  *  Piymouth  bad  yielded  lOoZ. 
and  as  much  yearly  rent'  to  the 
'licensed  persons'  who  *had  a 
lease  for  life  to  sell  tobacco '  there ; 
a  proof  that  the  crowd  of  sea- 
men bad  by  no  means  diminished. 
About  the  same  time  we  get  a 
curions  picture  of  Plymouth,  and  a 
good  example  of  Devonshire  dialect 
—differing  not  at  all  from  the  true 
Doric  still  to  be  heard  in  the  neigb- 
bonrhood — in  some  rhymes  written 
by  William  Strode,  of  Newnbam, 
near  Plympton,  who  in  1638  died  a 
Canon  of  Gbrist  Cbnrch,  Oxford. 
They  are  preserved  among  the 
Harleian  MSS. 

Thou  ne'er  woot  riddle,  neighbor  John, 
Where  ich  of  late  have  bin-a, 
Why  ich  ha  bin  to  Plimoth,  man, 
The  Uke  was  yet  ne'er  zeene-a  ; 
Zeh  streets,  zicb  men,  zich  hugeous  zeas, 
Sdi  things  and  gans  there  rambling, 
Thjself,  bke  me,  wood'st  blesse  to  zee 
Zich  liominatioii  grumbling. 

The  streets  bee  pight  of  shindlc-stone 

Doe  glissen  like  the  skv-a. 

The  zhops  ston  ope  ana  all  the  jeere  long 

Fse  think  how  £ure  there  bt-a ; 

And  many  a  gallant  here  goeth 

r  goold,  that  zaw  the  kinge-a. 

The  king  zome  zweare  himself  was  there, 

A  man  or  zome  zich  thing-a. 

Thou  Toole,  that  never  water  zaw'st 

Bnt  thick-a  in  the  moor-a, 

To  fee  the  zea  wood'st  be  a'gast 

It  doth  zoo  rage  and  roar-a. 

It  tasts  zoo  zait  thj  tongue  wood  thinke 

The  vire  were  in  the  water. 

And  'tis  zoo  wide,  noe  land  is  spide, 

Uok  neer  zoo  long  there-ater. 

Amidst  the  water  wooden  birds 

And  flying  houses  zwim-a ; 

AU  foU  of  tlungs  as  ich  ha'  heard 

And  goods  up  to  the  brim-a ; 

JJ^  goe  unto  another  world 

Jfiittinj  to  conquier-a 

Vor  which  those  guns,  Toule  devolish  ones, 

Doe  dunder  and  spett  vire-a. 


Among  the '  flying  bonses '  on  the 
water,  neigbbonr  John  may  have 
looked  on  one  which  was  destined 
to  become  more  famous  than  GiU 
bert's  Golden  Hind,  or  Sir  Francis 
Drake's  Pelican,  In  September 
1620,  the  Mayfloiv&r  sailed  from 
Plymouth,  carrying  across  the  ocean 
those  Pilgrim  Fathers  who  planted 
the  first  settlement  on  the  coast  of 
New  England,  and  gave  to  it  the 
name  of  the  ground  in  the  mother 
country  which  their  feet  bad  last 
trodden.  When,  off  the  coast  of 
Dartmouth,  the  captain  of  the 
Speedwell  with  bis  company  re- 
vised to  proceed  farther,  the  Mwy* 
flower  put  in  at  Plymouth,  and  her 
passengers,  in  all  loi  souls,  were 
'  kindly  entertained  and  courteously 
used  by  divers  friends  there  dwell- 
ing/ It  does  not  appear  that  any 
Devonshire  men  were  among  the 
'Pilgrims;'  but  their  reception 
certa^ly  indicates  the  existence  of 
a  strong  Puritanical  feeling  in  the 
town — a  feeling  which  bad  strength- 
ened into  decided  opposition  to  the 
King  when  the  civil  war  broke  out 
in  1642. 

The  struggle  with  a  people  so 
trained  in  adventure  and  to  the 
endurance  of  danger,  was  likely  to 
be  fierce  and  protittcted.  Accord- 
ingly, in  spite  of  two  continuous 
sieves,  and  of  many  lesser  dangers, 
and  notwithstanding  the  appearance 
of  Charles  himself  before  the  walls, 
the  town  held  out  until  the  marcb 
of  Fairfax  and  Cromwell  into  the 
west  in  the  spring  of  1646  put  an 
end  to  the  lingering  hopes  of  Devon- 
shire Royalists.  The  Eling  lay  for 
some  time  at  the  bouse  of  Widey ; 
and  during  bis  stay  be  showed 
himself  daUy,  attended  by  Prince 
Maurice  (wno  was  then  directing 
the  siege),  and  a  goodly  cavalier 
company,  on  the  top  of  Townsend 
bill,  opposite  one  of  the  principal 
redoubts  of  the  town.  The  towns- 
men gave  the  name  of  '  Vapouring 
Hill'  to  the  spot  which  was  thus 
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difitingoislied.  Plymouth  was  proud 
of  its  successful  resistance.  The 
Puritan  feeling  was  long  continued; 
and  it  was,  perhaps,  owing  to  this 
that  after  the  Restoration  certain 
families  looked  on  with  an  evil  eye 
by  the  Government  took  refuge 
here.  Among  them  were  some 
descendants  of  Bradshaw,  the  regi- 
cide ;  and  Northcote,  the  painter, 
told  Hazlitt  how,  in  his  early  days, 
one  of  the  family,  *  an  old  lady  of 
the  name  of  Wilcox,  used  to  walk 
about  in  Gibbon's  fields,  so  prim  and 
starched,  holding  up  her  fan  spread 
out  like  a  peacock's  tail,  with  such 
an  air  on  account  of  her  supposed 
relationship.'  The  Cavahers  re- 
garded Plymouth  somewhat  differ- 
ently. It  was  thought  fit,  indeed, 
that  the  town  should  be  taught  the 
consequences  of  rebellion ;  and  in 
1660,  when  the  regicides  were  exe- 
cuted at  Charing  Cross,  John  Al- 
lured,  of   Plymouth,   was  hanged 

•  for  speaking  treason,'  and  his  head 
was  set  up  on  the  old  Guildhall. 
But  whatever  were  the  feelings  of 
the  townsmen,  the  authorities  made 
due  submission.  They  presented 
two  pieces  of  plate  to  the  Bang ; 
and  after  a  severe  scolding  they 
were  ftilly  admitted  to  the  royal 
favour  on  the  visit  of  Charles  II. 
in  1670 ;  when  ho  '  touched  for  the 
evill  in  the  great  church  ' — that  of 
St.  Andrew,  and  visited  the  new 
church,  which  Seth  Ward,  Bishop 
of  Exeter,  had  consecrated  in  1664 

*  by  the  name  of  the  royal  martyr.' 
This  church  had  been  begun  before 
the  civil  war;  and  although  its 
spire  is  slightly  awry,  owing,  it  is 
said,  to  the  broomsticks  of  a  flight 
of  witches  who  struck  it  as  they 
passed,  it  is  an  excellent  example 
of  very  late  Gothic  architecture, 
which  in  some  parts  of  the  building 
is  hardly  to  be  called  *  debased.' 

Meanwhile     the     harbour    was 
crowded,  many  events  of  import- 


ance were  occurring  off  the  coast, 
and  fleets  were  coming  and  going. 
Blake,  returning  in  1656  from  the 
Canaries,  died  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Sound.  His  body  was  em- 
balmed at  Plymouth,  and  his 
bowels  *  buried  by  the  mayor's  seat 
doore.'  De  Ruyter,  after  iJie  Dutch 
had  burnt  the  fleet  at  Chatham, 
'  divers  times  anchored  in  the 
Sound,  but  did  noe  harm.'  The 
Grand  Duke  Cosmo  dei  Medici 
landed  at  Plymouth  in  1669,  and 
admired  the  town  with  its  antique 
buildings,  'almost  shut  up  by  a 
gorge  of  the  mountains,  and  not  to 
be  seen  from  the  sea,'  a  description 
which  shows  us  that  as  yet  it  had 
not  spread  very  fer  inland.  The 
Duke  of  Albemarle,  Monk  the 
king-maker,  whose  education,  says 
Clarendon,  had  been  but  rough — 
only  Dutch  and  Devonshire — came 
here  *with  near  forty  gentlemen 
attending  him,'  and  was  made  free 
of  the  corporation.  Lord  Dart- 
mouth sailed  from  Plymouth  on 
the  expedition  to  Tangiers,  having 
on  board  the  fleet  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Pepys,  who  has  duly  recorded 
how,  being  '  on  board  my  lord's 
ship  in  the  Sound,'  he  *  stayed  for 
his  doublet,— the  sleeves  altered 
according  to  sea  fashion.'  Roger 
North  accompanied  his  relation,  the 
Lord  Keeper  Guilford,  on  his  west- 
em  circuit,  saw  with  him  all  the 
sights  of  Plymouth,  and  wondered 
at  the  strange  west  country  dialect, 
'  more  barbarous,'  he  thought, '  than 
that  in  any  other  part  of  England, 
the  north  not  excepted.'*  The 
most  *  worthy  spectacle  '  at  Ply- 
mouth was  the  new  fort  or  citadel^ 
*  built  of  the  marble  of  the  place,* 
and  commanding  a  *  glorious  pro- 
spect. '  This  citadel,  begun  in  1 670, 
was  designed  by  Bernard  de  Germe, 
and  was  intended  not  only  for  the 
security  of  the  place,  but '  as  a  check 
to   the   rebellious   spirits     of    the 


•  Roger  North's  Life  of  the  Lord  Keeper ,  p.  120, 
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neighbourhood.'  In  digging  the 
foundations  some  enormous  bones 
were  found,  which  were  held  to 
have  been  tiiose  of  the  giant  Cori- 
nsos.  At  this  time  the  Island  of 
St.  Nicholas  in  the  Sound,  which 
had  been  fortified  during  the  civil 
war,  was  used  as  a  State  prison ;  and 
during  the  visits  of  Charles  11., 
within  sight  and  hearing  of  the 
festivities  with  which  they  were  ac- 
companied, a  prisoner  was  detained 
there  to  whom  such  sights  and 
sounds  must  have  brought  strange 
emotions.  This  was  John  Lambert, 
the  famous  Major-General  of  Crom- 
well's army,  who  was  tried,  together 
with  Vane,  in  i66i,  but  who,  owing 
to  his  *  submissive  behaviour,'  es- 
caped capita]  punishment.  He  was 
firet  sent  to  Guernsey,  and  removed 
thence  in  1667  to  St.  Nicholas' 
Island,  where  he  remained  until 
1683,  in  the  very  cold  winter  of 
which  year  he  died.  *  Ships,*  writes 
James  Yonge,  the  chronicler  of  the 
town,'  *  were  starved  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Channel,  and  almost  all  the 
cattel  famiaht.  The  fish  left  the 
coast  almost  five  moneths.'  In  his 
long  imprisonment  Lambert  amused 
himself  by  painting  flowers ;  for  he 
had  been  a  great  gardei^r,  and  had 
cultivated  at  Winabledon  *  the  finest 
tdips  and  giUiflowers  that  could  be 
got  for  love  or  money.'  Myles  Hal- 
head,  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  has  given  in  his  Sufferings 
and  Passages  a  curious  account  of 
an  interview  with  Lambert  at  Ply- 
month.  He  found  the  soldiers  *  very 
quiet  and  moderate ; '  and  Lambert 
himself  bore  with  patience  a  very 
wvere  reprimand  *  mr  having  made 
laws,  and  consented  to  the  making 
of  laws,  against  the  Lord's  people.' 
The  place  of  Lambert's  interment  is 
not  Imown.  A  fellow-prisoner  with 
lum  for  some  time  was  James 
Harington,    author    of     the    once 


£Eimous  Oceania.  Ho  sufibred  great- 
ly on  the  island  from  bad  water 
and  want  of  exercise;  and  at  last 
was  allowed  to  remove  into  the 
town  of  Plymouth,  certain  of  his 
relations  giving  a  bond  fop  5,oooZ. 
that  he  would  not  escape. 

"We  are  advancing  towards  com- 
paratively modern  times.  The  fleet 
of  400  ships  which  brought  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  Torbay,  after 
ho  had  landed  at  Brixham,  passed 
round  the  Start,  and  wintered  at 
Plymouth.  In  the  spring  of  1689 
two  regiments  were  sent  here  to 
embark  for  Ireland  ;  so  that  the 
town  was  crowded  with  soldiers 
and  sailors,  '  greate  infection  hap- 
pened ;  and  above  1,000  people  were 
buried  in  three  months.'  The  gar- 
rison was  in  no  good  humour.  Its 
governor  was  Lord  Lansdowne, 
son  of  the  Earl  of  Bath,  one  of  the 
GrenviUes  who  had  given  their  Uves 
for  King  Charles ;  and  although  he 
did  not  oppose  the  new  order  of 
things,  he  did  not  greatly  care  to 
restrain  the  excesses  of  his  men. 
Accordingly,  they  disturbed  the 
rejoicings  at  the  coronation  of  Wil- 
liam and  Mary.  There  was  a  fight, 
and  one  of  the  townsmen  was  killed 
in  the  fray.  Prom  such  bickerings, 
however,  they  were  speedily  re- 
called by  an  appearance  of  danger 
from  without.  The  great  French 
fleet  under  Tourville  was  seen  to 
pass  before  the  harbour,  sailing 
eastward.  The  beacons  were  fired, 
and  all  Devonshire  was  roused. 
Tourville  burned  Teignmouth  ;  but 
did  little  more  harm,  although  there 
was  considerable  fear  lest  he  should 
attack  Plymouth,  and  the  *town 
was  kept  in  arms  with  good  watch- 
ing.* But  the  French  were  too 
busy  elsewhere. 

Before  the  seventeenth  century 
had  closed,  Winstanley  had  erected 
the  first  lighthouse  on  the  Eddy- 


*  Yonge  was  an  ancestor  of  the  Yon^res  of  Pnslinch.    His  FUmmouih  Memoirs,  a  very 
hnef  chnmide  of  events,  remains  in  MS.  in  the  library  of  the  Athenseum  at  Plymouth. 
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stone,  tliat  most  dangerous  rock  off 
the  entrance  to  the  Sound,  ^  where 
the  carcasses  of  many  a  tall  ship 
lie  buried.'  This  was  swept  away 
in  1703,  and  very  soon  afterwards 
the  terrible  disaster  at  the  Scilly 
Islands  (October  1707),  in  which 
three  line-of-battle  ships  perished 
with  all  on  board,  inducing  the 
Admiral,  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel, 
drew  fresh  attention  to  the  neces- 
sity of  affording  to  these  stormy 
coasts  such  protection  as  migbt  be 
practicable.  The  body  of  Sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel  was  brought  to 
Plymouth  in  the  Salisbury,  and  was 
lodged  in  the  citadeL  It  was  em- 
balmed, and  was  then  conveyed  to 
Westminster,  where  tbe  monumetit 
raised  above  it  is  conspicuous  for 
the  '  eternal  buckle '  of  the  rough 
sailor's  periwig.  Budyard  was  at 
the  same  time  bu^  with  the  second 
lighthouse  on  the  Eddystone,  which 
was  burnt.  The  present  structure, 
seen  from  the  Hoe  as  a  &int  line 
against  the  horizon,  was  not  begun 
until  1757.  It  was  completed  in  two 
years,  during  which  Smeaton  anxi- 
ously watched  its  progress,  often 
climbingto  the  Hoe  in  the  dim  grey  of 
the  morning,  and  peering  through  his 
telescope '  till  he  could  see  a  white 
pillai*  of  spray  shot  up  into  the  air.' 
Then  he  knew  that  the  building,  so 
far  as  it  had  advanced,  was  safe ; 
*and  could  proceed  to  his  work- 
shops, his  mind  relieved  for  the 
day.' 

The  lighthouse  was  still  a  novel 
wonder  when  it  was  *  watched  from 
the  Hoe '  and  was  examined  more 
closely  by  a  visitor  of  whom  Ply- 
month  might  well  be  proud.  In 
1762  Dr.  Johnson  arrived  at  the 
town  in  company  with  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  and  was  received  with 
much  distinction  by  all  (they  were 
perhaps  not  many)  who  could  ap- 
preciate his  learning  and  his  conver- 
sation. 'The  magnificence  of  the 
navy,'  says  Boswell,  *the  ship, 
building  and  all  its  circumstances, 


afforded  him  a  grand  subject  of 
contemplation.'  The  Commissioner 
of  tbe  Dockyard  (which  had 
been  established  in  the  reign  of 
William  HI.)  conveyed  Johnson 
and  Sir  Joshua  to  the  Eddystone 
in  his  yacht;  but  the  sea  was  so 
rough  that  they  could  not  land. 
It  is  much  to  be  r^retted  that 
more  anecdotes  of  this  visit,  frt>m 
which  Johnson  declared  that  he 
had  derived  a  great  'accession  of 
new  ideas,'  have  not  been  preserved. 
A  great  struggle  was  at  the  time 
in  progress  between  Plymouth  and 
Dock  (Devonport)  regarding  the 
right  claimed  by  the  latter  to  be 
supplied  from  Sir  Francis  Drake's 
water  leat.  *  I  hate  a  Docker,'  said 
Johnson,  setting  himself  vehemently 
on  the  side  of  the  older  town.  *  No, 
no,  I  am  against  the  Dockers.  I  am 
a  Plymouth  man.  Rogues,  let  them 
die  of  thirst ;  they  shall  not  have  a 
drop.'  We  must  suppose  that 
party  spirit  in  Plymouth  ran  high  ; 
but  we  are  not  told  whether  the 
duty  of  neighbourly  charity  was 
the  subject  of  a  discourse  to  which 
the  great  Doctor  listened  in  St. 
Andrew's  Church,  and  which  was 
composed  for  his  special  edification 
by  the  Vicar,  Doctor  Zachaiy 
Mudge,  a  man,  says  Johnson  (who 
wrote  his  epitaph  in  return  for 
his  sermon),  'equally  eminent  for 
his  virtues  and  abilities;  at  once 
beloved  as  a  companion  and  reve- 
renced as  a  pastor.'  This  Doctor 
Mudge  is  the  subject  of  a  ghost 
story  told  in  Sir  Walter  Scott's 
Demonology,  He  was  known  to  be 
actually  dying  when  he  made  his 
appearance  at  a  club  in  Plymouth 
of  which  he  had  long  been  a  mem- 
ber. He  did  not  speak ;  but  saluting 
the  assembled  company,  drank  to 
them,  and  retired.  They  sent  at 
once  to  his  house,  and  found  that 
he  had  just  expired.  Many  years 
afterwards  his  nurse  confessed  that 
she  had  left  the  room  for  a  short 
time,  and,  to  her  horror,  found  the 
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bed  empty  on  her  return.  Doctor 
Madge  had  remembered  that  it  was 
the  evening  for  the  assembling  of 
the  dnb,  and  had  visited  it  accord- 
inglj.    He  came  back  and  died. 

in  these  days  of  ^Gleorge  the 
Third,  the  life  of  Old  Plymouth 
may  be  said  to  end.  The  sreat 
changes  which  have  so  rapidly  bnilt 
np  the  new  town  did  not  indeed 
begin  until  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent century.  The  Breakwater, 
begnn  in  1812,  but  not  finished 
until  1840,  had  made,  long  before 
its  completion,  the  great  basin  of 
the  Sound  a  comparatively  safe 
harbour.  This  was,  of  course, 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the 
town.  But  we  are  dealing  with 
*  Old '  Plymouth,  and  cannot  here 
attempt  to  follow  the  development 
which,  since  the  early  part  of  the 
century,  and  most  conspicuously 
during  the  last  thirty  years,  has 
gradually  extended  the  town  over 


the  surrounding  heights  and  valleys, 
until  'Yapourmg  Hill'  itself  has 
become  covered  with  buildings,  and 
the  outposts  of  Stonehouse  and 
Devonport,  extending  their  arms  in 
like  manner,  have  united  themselves 
closely  with  Plymouth.  Such  have 
been  the  growth  and  the  changes 
since  the  days  when  '  Sutton  juxta 
Plym-mouthe '  lay,  a  little  fishing 
hamlet,  under  the  rule  of  the 
Augustinian  Prior.  If  ^  it  could  not 
be  seen  from  the  sea'  when  the 
Grand  Duke  Cosmo  landed  at  the 
Barbican,  it  now,  from  the  Sound 
or  frt>m  the  Breakwater,  makes* a 
grand  foreground  to  the  distant 
landscape,  watched  over  and 
guarded  by  the  purple  Dartmoor 
hills,  and  dignified  by  its  protecting 
fortifications,  which  afibrd — I'ecent- 
ly  constructed  as  many  of  them 
are — the  latest  testimony  to  the 
wealth  and  national  importance  of 
modem  Plymouth. 

RiCHAED  John  King. 
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14.  I  am  not  shock'd  by  fiulings  in  my  friend. 

For  human  life's  a  zigzag  to  the  end. 
Bat  if  he  to  a  lower  plane  desoend. 
Contented  there, — alas,  my  former  frigid! 


15-  From  the  little  that's  shown 

To  complete  the  unknown. 

Is  a  folly  we  hourly  repeat; 

And  for  once,  I  would  say, 
That  men  lead  us  astray, 

Ourselves  we  a  thousand  times  cheat. 


16.  Where  is  the  wise  and  just  man?   where 

That  earthly  maiden,  heavenly  fair  ? 
Life  slips  and  passes :  where  are  these  ? 
Friend? — Loved  One? — I  am  ill  at  ease. 
Shall  I  give  up  my  hope  ?  declare 
Unmeaning  pi*omises  they  were 
That  fed  my  youth,  pure  dreams  of  night, 
And  lofty  thoughts  of  clear  daylight  ? 
I  saw.     I  search  and  cannot  find. 
'  Come,  ere  too  late ! '  'tis  like  a  wind 
Across  a  heath.     Befool'd  we  live. 
— Nay,  Lord,  forsake  me  not ! — ^forgive  ! 


17.  Unless  you  are  growing  wise  and  good, 

I  can't  respect  you  for  growing  old; 
'Tis  a  path  you  would  fain  avoid  if  you  could, 
And  it  means  growing  ugly,  suspicious,  and  cold. 
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1 8.    Deny  not  Love  and  Friendsbip,  tho'  long  and  vainly  songht; 
Thy  sad  perpetual  craving  with  deepest  proof  is  fira^ight. 
Thou  canst  be  friend  and  lover ;  else  why  thy  longing  now  ? 
Canst  thou  be  true  and  tender  ? — of  mortals,  only  thou  ? 


19.  They  are  my  friends 

Who  are  most  mine, 

And  I  most  theirs, 

When  common  cares 
Give  room  to  thoughts  poetic  and  divine, 
And  in  a  psalm  of  love  all  nature  blends. 


20.  Like  children  in  the  masking  game 

Men  strive  to  hide  their  natures ; 
Each  in  his  turn  says,  *  Guess  my  name,' 
Disguising  voice  and  features. 


21.  If  he  draw  you  aside  from  your  proper  end, 

No  enemy  like  a  bosom  friend. 


22.  For  thinking,  one;  for  converse,  two,  no  more; 

Three  for  an  argument ;  for  walking,  four ; 
For  social  pleasure,  five ;  for  fun,  a  score. 


Fidelity. 


23.  Can  I  be  friends  with  that  so  alter'd  you, 

And  to  your  former  friendly  self  keep  true  ? 


24.  Well  for  the  man  whom  sickness  makes  more  tender. 

Who  doth  his  prideftil  cravings  then  surrender, 
Owning  the  boon  of  every  little  pleasure. 
And  love  (too  oft  misprized)  a  heavenly  treasure. 
Finding  at  last  a  truer  strength  in  weakness, 
A  medicine  for  the  soul  in  body-sickness. 
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25.  While  friends  we  wore,  the  hot  debates 

That  rose  'twixt  you  and  me ! — 
Now  we  are  mere  associates. 
And  never  disagree. 


26.  We  only  touch  by  sur&ces ; 

But  Spirit  is  the  core  of  these. 


To  A  Febend. 

27.  Dear  friend,  so  much  admired,  so  oft  desired, 

'Tis  true  that  now  I  wish  to  be  away. 
You  are  not  tiresome,  no  !  but  I  am  tired. 
Allow  to  servant  brain  and  nerves  full  play 
In  their  electric  function,  yea  and  nay. 
Faith  and  affection  do  not  shift  their  ground, 
Howe'er  the  vital  currents  ebb  and  flow. 
To  feel  most  free  because  most  firmly  bound 
Is  friendship's  privilege:  so  now  I  go, 
To  rest  awhile  the  mystic  nerves  and  brain, 
To  walk  apart, — and  long  for  you  again. 
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THE  ORIGINAL  PROPHET. 
By  a  Visitor  to  Salt  Lake  Cm. 


AMONG  tiie  Mormons  commonly, 
three  things  only  are  stated  of 
the  founder  of  their  faith — ^that  an 
angel  am>eared  to  him,  that  he 
tnmslated  the  Booh  of  Mormon  by 
Diyine  inspiration,  and  that  he 
sealed  his  testimony  by  a  mariyr's 
death.  And  the  better  informed 
among  them,  and  even  their  teach- 
ers and  apostles,  the  personal 
friends  of  Joseph  Smith  in  old  days, 
have  little  more  to  say.  I  was  sur- 
prised at  the  scantiness  of  the  izir 
formation  to  be  obtained.  Mor- 
mons of  standing  like  Orson  Pratt, 
John  Taylor,  Bqnire  Wells,  and 
Miss  Snow  seemed  perfectly  will- 
ing to  tell  me  all  they  conld  recol- 
lect about  the  prophet,  but  almost 
an  particolars  of  his  method  of  life, 
his  ways  of  speaking  and  acting, 
had  apparently  &ded  from  memory, 
too  indistinctiYe  to  have  left  a 
deep  trace.  No  one  conld  recollect 
of  him  those  small  personal  inci- 
dents, or  characteristio  habits,  or 
striking  ]Heces  of  expression,  which 
are  nsnally  treasured  so  carefully 
of  noted  personages.  Nor  have  I 
succeeded  in  finding  many  such 
particulars  in  print.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  the  Mormons  dimly  sus- 
pect that  the  less  precise  their 
knowledge  of  the  prophet,  the  more 
profound  their  veneration  is  likely 
to  be. 

The  accounts  of  Joseph  Smith 
^yen  by  anti-Mormons  are  simi- 
larly barren  of  such  pieces  of  per- 
sonal information  as  might  serve  to 
reveal  his  inner  character,  and  are 
besides  written  commonly  with  a 
rancour  so  intense  as  to  impair 
their  authority  as  statements  of 
&ct. 

The  prophet  has  left  behind  a 
voluminous  autobiography ;  but,  to 
oue*s  disappointment,  it  is  found  to 
consist  almost  exclusively  of  a  mass 
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of  verbose  revelations  republished 
in  the  authoritative  Book  of  Doc- 
trine and  GovenaaUs,  and  forming, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon^  the  most  puerile  and 
tedious  reading  in  the  world. 

I  suggested  to  a  number  of  the 
leading  saints  that  anecdotes  and 
matted  of  interest  connected  with 
the  prophet  should  be  searched  for 
and  placed  on  record  before  tho 
generation  that  knew  him  has  passed 
away«  On  one  of  these  occasions 
the  Church  librarian  at  Salt  Lake 
City  seconded  my  proposal  earnestly. 

'  But  what  is  tiie  use  of  it,  bro- 
ther Campbell,'  Apostle  Orson 
Pratt  replied  solemnly,  *  since  we 
shall  have  brother  Joseph  among 
us  again  soon  P ' 

The  example  of  the  Evangelists 
was  urged  oy  some  one  present. 
They  had  been  told  that  some 
among  them  '  should  not  see  death  ' 
before  the  Saviour  reappeared,  yet 
this  did  not  deter  them  from  writ- 
ing the  Gospels. 

*  It  does  not  follow  that  because 
they  were  mistaken  we  shall  be 
also,'  was  the  answer.  ^No:  bro- 
ther Joseph  will  be  amongst  us 
again,  at  least  in  our  children's 
time.' 

There  was  a  general  agreement 
in  the  descriptions  given  me  of 
Joseph  Smith's  personal  appear- 
ance. He  seems  to  have  been  a 
large  man,  well  made,  of  an  un- 
usually muscular  development.  As 
a  young  man  he  was  the  great 
wrestler  of  the  district ;  and  he  was 
fond  of  showing  his  strength  after 
he  rose  to  his  sacred  digniiy.  His 
complexion  was  singularly  transpa- 
rent, his  eyes  large  and  full,  and 
very  penetrating.  When  excited 
in  conversation  or  in  preaching 
his  &ce  becsune  'illuminated,'  as 
Apostle  Q.  Cannon  expressed   it, 
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and  he  wonld  say  things  *  of  as- 
tonishing depth.'  Ordinarily  his 
talk  was  quiet  and  commonplace. 
His  manner  was  generally  sedate, 
but  at  times  he  would  grow  *  buoy- 
ant and  playful  as  a  child.'  It  is 
said  that  he  used  sometimes  to  get 
excited  with  drink.  It  is  not 
denied  that  he  had  a  strongly  sen- 
sual temperament.  No  one  who 
had  personally  known  him  would 
allow  to  me  that  he  had  a  specially 
religious  or  nervous  organisation. 
His  was  no  brain  *  turned  by  rapt 
and  melancholy  musings.*  He  was 
no  religious  fanatic,  they  insisted. 
*  All  was  calm  conyiction  and  assxu 
ranee.' 

In  Mr.  J.  H.  Beadle's  Life  in 
Utah,  published  in  Philadelphia, 
1870,  one  of  the  most  moderate 
anti-Mormon  publications,  I  find  the 
following  characteristic  description 
of  the  prophet:  *  He  was  fiill  of 
levity,  even  to  boyish  romping, 
dressed  like  a  dandy,  and  at  times 
drank  like  a  sailor,  and  swore  like 
a  pirate.  He  could,  as  occasion  re- 
quired, be  exceedingly  meek  in  his 
deportment,  and  then  again  rough 
and  boisterous  as  a  highway  robber ; 
being  always  able  to  satisfy  his 
followers  of  the  propriety  of  his 
xjonduct.  He  always  quailed  before 
power,  and  was  arrogant  to  weak- 
ness. At  times  he  could  put  on  the 
air  of  a  penitent,  as  if  feeling  the 
deepest  humiliation  for  his  sins,  and 
Buffering  unutterable  anguish,  and 
indulging  in  the  most  gloomy  fore- 
bodings of  eternal  woe.  At  such 
times  he  would  call  for  the  prayers 
of  his  brethren  in  his  behalf  with  a 
wild  and  fearftd  energy  and  earnest- 
ness. He  was  full  six  feet  high, 
strongly  built,  and  uncommonly 
weU  muscled.  Wo  doubt  he  was  as 
much  indebted  for  his  influence 
over  an  ignorant  people  to  the 
superioriiy  of  his  physical  vigour  as 
to  his  greater  cunning  and  intel- 
lect.* 

A  lai^e  oil-painting  of  the  pro- 
phet is  caarefaBj  preserved  in  Brig- 


ham  Young's  reception-room  al 
Salt  Lake-  No  malicious  report  of 
his  enemies  is  so  damning  to  Joseph 
Smith's  character  as  that  por- 
trait. The  face  is  large;  the  eyes 
big,  watery,  and  prominent ;  tlie 
cheeks  pufly;  the  upper  lip  long, 
the  lips  thick  and  sensual.  Thu 
chin  is  small;  the  cheek-bones  are 
unpleasantly  prominent;  the  fore- 
head recedes  in  a  fashion  Bcarccly 
human.  The  prophet  has  long 
brown  hair,  straight,  and  lumped  at. 
the  ears.  He  wears  a  high  collar 
with  a  redundant  white  neck-clotb. 
The  whole  appearance  of  the  head, 
bulky,  awkward,  ill-set,  with  bulb- 
ous eyes,  and  the  horridly  receding 
forehead,  is  abnormal,  and  repul- 
sive in  the  extreme.  A  conviction 
seizes  irresistibly  on  the  spectator 
that  it  must  be  the  head  of  a 
criminal  or  of  an  idiot.  No  believer 
in  the  prophet  should  be  suffered  to 
see  that  painting. 

To  avoid  a  conflict  of  claims 
among  the  cities  of  America  to  the 
honour  of  having  produced  the 
modem  prophet,  he  is  careful  to 
give  us  in  his  autobiography  full  i»- 
formation .  *  I  was  born, '  he  writes. 
*  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one  thon^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  five,  on  the 
twenty-third  of  December,  in  the 
town  of  Sharon,  Windsor  County, 
State  of  Vermont.'  Like  many 
another  man  who  has  risen  to 
greatness  by  unaided  genius,  JoBeph 
Smith  came  of  mean  parentage. 
'As  my  feither's  worldly  circum- 
stances were  very  limited,'  he  tells 
us,  *we  were  under  the  necessity 
of  labouring  with  our  hands,  hiring 
by  day's  work  and  otherwise,  as  we 
could  get  opportunity.'  The  lowly 
origin  of  the  regenerator  of  modem 
society  naturally  excites  the  fervour 
of  the  Mormon  muse.  In  her 
Fragments  of  an  Epic,  Miae  Snow 
rapturously  exclaims : 

WaB  he  an  earthly  priace — of  sojal  blood? 
Had  he  been  bred  in  courtSi  or  dandled  on 
The  lap  of  luxury  ?    Or  was 
His  name  emblazoned  on  the  spire «f  Fame? 
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Fo,  bo!    He  "was  aot  of  &  laagJLj  lace, 

Nor  could  he  be  denominated  great 

If  balamced  in  the  scale  of  worldly  rank. 

Scarcely  x)erliaps — especially  if  the 
commonly  repeated  accounts  of  the 
fjEuoiily  are  to  be  credited.  An 
affidavit  of  eleven  of  their  neigh- 
bours, taken  in  November  1833, 
stigmatises  the  Smith  family  as  '  a 
lazy,  indolent  set  of  men,*  *  intem- 
peni^ie,'  their  word  not  to  be  de- 
pended on.  *They  avoided  honest 
labour,'  the  New  American  Ci/clo- 
jpcedia  says,  *and  occupied  them- 
selves cliiefly  in  digging  for  hidden 
treasures  and  in  similar  visionary 
pursuits.  They  were  intemperate 
and  untruthful,  and  were  com- 
monly suspected  of  sheep-stealing 
and  other  offences.'  Upwards  of 
sixty  of  the  most  respectable  citi- 
zens of  Wayne  County  testified  in 
1833,  under  oath,  thafc  the  Smith 
family  were  of  immoral,  false,  and 
fraudulent  character,  and  that 
Joseph  was  the  worst  of  them.* 

The  history  of  the  migrations  of 
the  fiamily  has  been  preserved  botli 
in  prose  and  in  stately  verse  : 

Vermont,  a  land  much  fam'd  for  hills  and 

snows. 
And  blooming  cheeks,  may  boast  the  honour 

of 
The  prophet's  birth-place. 

Ere  ten  summers'  suns 
Had  bound  their  wreath  upon  his  youthful 

brow, 
His  fktbCT  with  his  family  removed ; 
And  in  New  York,  Ontario  County,  since 
Called  Wayne,  selected  them  a  residence  ; 
ViTBt  in  Pailmyra,  then  in  Manchester. 

It  was  in  the  last-named  spot 
that  the  youth  received  his  call  to 
become  a  *revelator '  of  sacred  mys- 
teries. Hormonism  springs  &om  a 
Meiiiodist  revival. 

'  Some  time  in  the  second  year 
after  our  removal  to  Manchester,' 
Joseph  Smith  writes,  *  there  was  in 
the  place  where  we  lived  an  unusual 
excttement  on  the  subject  ci  religion. 
It  commeuoed  wiiii  tiie  Metiiodtists, 
hut  soon  became  general  among  aU 
ihesecte  in  that  region  of  country 

*  I  was  at  this  time  in  my  fiffceontli 


year.  My  fa^^ier's  femily  were  pro- 
selyted to  the  Presbyterian  feath.* 

'  During  this  time  of  great  excite- 
ment my  mind  was  called  up  to 
serious  reflection  and  great  un- 
easiness. ...  In  process  of  time 
my  mind  became  somewhat  partial 
to  the  Methodist  sect ;  but  so  great 
was  the  confusion  and  stride  among 
the  different  denominations,'  that  it 
was  not  possible  to  'come  to  any 
certain  conclusion  who  were  right, 
and  who  were  wrong.' 

He  narrates  that  in  his  perplexity 
a  great  effect  was  produced  on  his 
mind  by  the  passage  in  the  Epistle 
of  James,  *  If  any  man  lack  wisdom, 
let  him  ask  of  God.'  'I  reflected 
on  it  again  and  again,'  he  says, 
'  knowing  that  if  any  person  needed 
wisdom  from  God,  I  did.' 

He  retired  to  the  woods ;  *  it  was 
on  the  morning  of  a  beautiful  clear 
day,  early  in  the  spring  of  1820.' 
A  vision  appeared  to  him :  '  I  saw 
a  pillar  of  light  exactly  over  my 
head,  above  ^e  brightness  of  the 
sun,  which  descended  gradually  till 
it  fell  upon  me.'  Then  straight- 
way he  *saw  two  personages,  whose 
brightness  and  glory  defy  all  descrip- 
tion, standing  above '  him  in  the  air. 
One  of  these  told  him  plumply  that 
he  was  to  join  none  of  the  churches, 
*  for  they  were  all  wrong ;  that  all 
their  creeds  were  an  abomination  in 
his  sight,  and  that  those  professors 
were  all  corrupt.' 

The  boy  communicated  his  vision 
to  some  Methodist  preachers  and 
'  professors.'  They  took  the  matter 
seriously,  and  argued  against  his 
assertions.  From  that  moment  his 
destiny  in  life  as  a  *  revelator '  waa 
fixed.  He  expresses  very  naively 
the  eflfect  produced  on  his  boyish 
vanity :  *  It  caused  me  serious  re- 
flection then,  and  ofben  has  since, 
how  very  strange  it  was  that  an 
obscure  boy,  of  a  little  over  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  one,  too,  who  was 
doomed.to  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
a  scanty  maintenance  by  his  daily 
labour,  shouldbe  thought  a  character 
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of  sufficient  importance  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  great  ones  of  tJts 
most  populous  sects  of  the  day^  so  as 
to  create  in  them  a  spirit  pf  the 
hottest  persecution  and  reviling.' 

The  spectacle  of  the  boy,  exposed 
to  the  long  arguments  of  the  Metho- 
dist local  preachers  and  the  un- 
belieying  ridicule  of  his  companions, 
moves  deeply  the  compassion  of 
Miss  Snow's  great-souled  muse : 

An  awful  aTalanche 
Of  persecution  fell  upon  him,  hurl'd 
By  the  rude  blast  of  cleric  influence ! 
Contempt,  reproach,  and  ridicule  were 

poured 
Like  thunderbolts,  in  black  profusion,  o*er 
His  youthM  head. 

More  than  three  years,  however, 
passed  before  the  proved  possibility 
of  his  becoming  a  religious  seer 
issued  in  any  definite  plan.  During 
this  intervaJ  he  appears  from  his 
own  confession  to  have  abandoned 
himself  freely  to  a  variety  of  youth- 
ful vices.  '  I  was  lefb  to  all  kinds 
o/temptation,'he  writes;  *  and  ming- 
ling with  all  kinds  of  society,  I 
frequently  fell  into  many  foolish 
errors,  and  displayed  the  weakness 
of  youth,  and  t?ie  corruption  of  human 
nature ;  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
led  me  into  divers  temptations,  to 
the  gratification  of  many  appetites 
offensive  in  the  sight  of  God.' 

I  have  italicised  some  of  the  ex- 
pressions in  this  confession  for  a 
special  reason.  In  the  copy  of  the 
Autobiography  in  the  Historian's 
Office,  Salt  Lake,  from  which  I 
made  these  extracts,  the  words  I  have 
thus  marked  are  crossed  through 
with  ink.  It  will  be  perceived  that 
if  the  passage  be  reprinted  as  thus 
trimmed,  the  sense  will  be  much 
modified^  This  is  but  a  trivial 
example  of  the  way  in  which  piety 
will  lend  itself  to  fraud  for  the 
honour  of  religion,  and  is  scarcely 
perhaps  worth  mentioning.  If  Mor- 
monism  lives,  as  it  promises  to  do, 
the  process  of  purifying  and  exalting 
the  prophet's  character  will  no 
doubt  be  carried  to  great  lengths. 


Joseph  Smith  states  that  through- 
out these  three  years  of  gaiety  and 
self-indulgence  he  was  'all  the 
time  suffering  severe  persecution  at 
the  hands  of  all  classes  of  men/ 
because,  he  writes,  '  I  continued  to 
affirm  that  I  had  seen  a  vision.' 
If  neither  the  prophet's  memory  nor 
imagination  makes  a  slip  here,  he 
must  at  this  time  already  have 
learnt  the  lesson  that  immorality  of 
life  could  subsist  with  exceptional 
religious  pretensions. 

In  September,  1823,  Joseph  had 
his  second  vision.  'A  personage 
appeared  at  my  bed-side,'  he  s^s, 
*  standing  in  the  air.  .  •  •  Mis 
whole  person  was  glorious  beyond 
description,  and  his  countenance 
truly  Hke  lightning.'  This  was  none 
other  but  Nephi,  the  inspired  writer 
of  the  early  part  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  who  had  descended  to 
earth  to  bring  the  young  man  the 
flattering  intelligence  that  his  name 
'should  be  had  for  good  and  evil 
among  all  nations,'  and  that  there 
existed  a  book  '  written  upon  gold 
plates,'  containing '  the  fulness  of  the 
everlasting  gospel,'  which  Joseph 
would  be  permitted  to  translate  by 
means  of  Urim  and  Thummim,  two 
stones  set  in  silver  like  vast  spec- 
tacles, when  the  fulness  of  the 
appointed  time  was  come. 

The  vision  was  repeated  three 
times,  and  he  was  told  to  visit 
yearly  a  certain  hill,  *  convenient  to 
the  village  of  Manchester,'  until 
the  plates  should  be  given  him. 
On  September  22,  1827,  *the 
same  heavenly  messenger  delivered 
them  up '  to  him.  During  these 
three  years  young  Smith  does 
not  appear  to  have  risen  in  the 
public  estimation.  He  is  repre- 
sented as  beiug  an  idler  and. 
vagabond,  with  a  sincere  dislike  of 
honest  work,  and  a  considerable 
talent  for  imposition,  cultivated  by 
pretences  of  the  discovery  of  gold, 
hidden  treasure,  and  springs  of  salt 
and  of  oil.  These  charges  appear 
to  have  been  made  out  conclusively 
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against  the  yonng  man  before 
Tarions  jostices,  according  to  a 
nnmber  of  'proceedings'  wMch 
have  since  been  collected  and 
published. 

Daring  my  stay  in  Salt  Lake 
permission  was  conrteonsly  ac- 
corded me  to  copy  out  a  set  of  such 
judicial  proceedings  not  hitherto 
published.  I  cannot  doubt  their 
genuineness.  The  original  papers 
were  lent  me  by  a  lady  of  well- 
known  position,  in  whose  family 
they  had  been  preserred  since  the 
date  of  the  transactions.  I  re- 
produce them  here,  partly  to  fulfil 
a  duiy  of  aissisting  to  preserre  a 
piece  of  information  about  the 
prophet,  and  partly  because,  while 
the  charges  are  less  vehement  than 
some  I  might  have  chosen,  the  pro- 
ceedings are  happily  lightened  by  a 
touch  of  the  ludicrous. 

State  of  New  Yobk  v.  Josbpr  Smith. 

Warmnt  Issued  upon  written  complaint 
upon  oath  of  Peter  G.  Bridgemon,  who  in- 
formed that  one  Joseph  Smith  of  Bain- 
bridge  was  a  disorderly  person  and  an  im- 
postor. 

Prisoner  brought  before  Court  March  ao, 
1816.  Prisoner  examined:  says  that  he 
eame  fhnn  the  town  of  Palmyra,  and  had 
been  at  the  house  of  Joeiah  Stowel  in 
Bainbridge  most  of  time  since ;  had  small 
part  of  time  been  employed  in  looking  for 
mines,  but  the  m^or  part  had  been  em- 
ployed by  said  Stowel  on  his  farm,  and 
going  to  school.  That  he  had  a  certain 
stone  whid^  he  had  occasionally  looked  at 
to  determine  where  hidden  treasures  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth  were ;  that  he  professed 
to  tell  in  this  manner  where  sold  mines  were 
a  distance  under  ground,  and  had  looked  for 
Mr.  Stowel  sereral  times,  and  had  informed 
him  where  he  could  find  these  treasures, 
and  ICr.  Stowel  had  been  engaged  in  dig- 
gin|  for  them.  That  at  Pkdmyra  he  pre- 
tended to  teU  by  looking  at  this  stone 
^^lere  coined  money  was  buried  in  Penn- 
syirania*  and  while  at  Palmyra  had  fire- 
qnentlj  ascertained  in  that  way  where  lost 
property  was  of  various  kinds ;  that  he  had 
occasionally  been  in  the  habit  of  looking 
throng  this  stone  to  find  lost  property  for 
thne  yean,  but  of  late  had  fijN&j  much 
^fen  it  up  on  account  of  its  ii^uring  his 
Mslth,  especially  his  ejres,  making  them 
Mie ;  that  he  did  not  solicit  businest  of  this 


kind,  and  had  always  rather  declined  bar- 
ing anything  to  do  with  this  business. 

Josiah  Stowel  sworn :  says  that  prisoner 
had  been  at  his  house  something  fike  fire 
months ;  had  been  employed  by  him  to 
work  on  hxm  part  of  time ;  that  he  pre- 
tended to  have  skill  of  telling  where  hioden 
treasures  in  the  earth  were  by  means  of  look- 
ing throughacertain  stone ;  that  prisoner  had 
lodced  for  lum  sometimes ;  once  to  tell  him 
about  moncr^  buried  in  Bend  Mountain  in 
Pennsylvania,  once  for  gold  on  Monument 
Hill,  and  once  for  a  salt  spring;  and  that  he 
positively  knew  that  the  prisoner  could 
tell,  and  did  possess  the  art  of  seeinff  those 
valuable  treasures  through  the  me£um  oi 
said  stone ;  that  he  found  the  [word  illegi- 
ble] at  Bend  and  Monument  Hill  as  pri- 
soner represented  it;  ithat  prisoner  nad 
looked  tlurough  said  stone  for  Deacon  Attle- 
ton  for  a  mine,  did  not  exactly  find  it,  but 
got  a  p— [word  unfinished]  of  ore  which 
resembled  gold,  he  thinks; that  prisoner 
had  told  by  means  of  this  stone  whi^e  a 
Mr.  Bacon  had  buried  money ;  that  he  and 
prisoner  had  been  in  search  of  it;  that 
prisoner  had  said  it  was  in  a  certain  root 
of  a  stump  five  feet  firom  surfoce  of  the 
earth,  and  with  it  would  be  found  a  tail 
feather;  that  said  Stowel  and  prisoner 
thereupon  commenced  digging,  found  a  tail 
feather,  but  money  was  gone ;  that  he  sup- 
posed the  money  moved  down.  That 
prisoner  did  offer  his  services;  that  he 
never  deceived  him ;  Chat  prisoner  looked 
through  stone  and  described  Josiah  Stowel's 
house  and  outhouses,  while  at  Palmyra  at 
Simpson  Stowel*s,  correctly;  that  he  had 
told  about  a  painted  tree,  with  a  man's  head 
painted  upon  it,  by  means  of  said  stone. 
That  he  had  been  in  company  with  prisoner 
difsing  for  gold,  and  had  the  most  implicit 
fa^  in  prisoner's  skilL 

Arad  Stowel  sworn :  says  that  he  went  to 
see  whether  prisoner  could  convince  him 
that  he  possessed  the  skill  he  professed  to 
have,  upon  which  prisoner  laid  a  book  upon 
a  white  doth,  and  proposed  looking  through 
another  stone  which  was  white  and  trans- 
parent, hold  the  stone  to  the  candle,  turn 
his  head  to  book,  and  read.  The  decep- 
tion appeared  so  palpable  that  witness 
went  off  disgusted. 

McMaster  sworn:  says  he  went  with 
Arad  Stowel,  and  likewise  came  away  dis- 
gusted. Prisoner  pretended  to  him  that 
he  could  discover  objects  at  a  distance  bj 
holding  tlus  white  stone  to  the  sun  or 
candle ;  that  prisoner  rather  declined  look- 
ing into  a  hat  at  his  dark  coloured  stone, 
as  he  said  that  it  hurt  his  eyes. 

Jonathan  Thompson  says  that  prisonsar 
was  reouested  to  look  for  chest  of  money ; 
did  look,  and  pretended  to  know  where  it 
was;  and  that  prisoner,  Thonpton,  and 
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Yaomans  went  in  search  of  it;  that  Smith 
arrived  at  spot  first;  was  at  night;  that 
Smith  looked  in  hat  while  there,  and  when 
very  dark,  and  told  how  the  chest  was 
situated.  Afterdigging  several  feet,  strudc 
upon  something  sonnding  like  a  board  or 
plank.  Prisoner  would  not  look  again, 
pretending  that  he  was  alarmed  on  account 
of  the  circumstances  relating  to  the  trunk 
being  buried,  [which]  came  all  fresh  to  his 
mind.  That  the  last  time  he  looked  he 
discovered  distinctly  the  two  ^Indians  who 
buried  the  trunk,  that  a  quarrel  ensued 
between  them,  and  that  one  c£  said  Indians 
was  killed  by  the  other,  and  thrown  into 
the  hole  beside  the  trunk,  to  guard  it,  as  he 
supposed.  Thompson  says  that  he  believes 
in  the  prisoner's  professed  skill;  that  the 
l)oard  which  he  struck  his  spado  upon  was 
probably  the  chest,  but  on  account  of  an 
enchantment  the  trunk  kept  settling  away 
from  under  them  when  digging ;  that  not- 
withstanding they  continued  constantly 
removing  the  dirt,  yet  the  trunk  kept 
about  the  same  distance  from  them.  Says 
prisoner  said  that  it  appeared  to  him  tluit 
salt  might  bo  found  at  Bainbridge,  and 
that  he  is  certain  that  prisoner  can  divine 
things  by  means  of  said  stpne.  That  as  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  prisoner  looked  into  his  hat 
to  tell  him  about  some  money  witness  lost 
sixteen  years  ago,  and  that  he  described  the 
man  that  witness  supposed  had  taken  it,  and 
the  disposition  of  the  money  : 

And  therefore  the  Court  find  the 
Defendant  guilty.  Costs  :  Warrant, 
19c.  Complaint  upon  oath,  zs^e. 
Seven  witnesses,  Syic  Recognis- 
ances, 25c.  Mittimus,  19c.  liocog- 
nisancos  of  witnesses,  75c  Sub- 
poena, 1 8c. — ^2.68. 

It  was  among  an  ignorant  and 
credulous  people  of  this  kind,  capa- 
ble of  believing  in  the  necromantic 
virtues  of  a  big  stone  held  in  a  hat, 
and  of  treasure  descending  per- 
petually under  the  spades  of  the 
searchers  by  enchantment,  a  people 
already  prepared  for  any  bold  super- 
stition by  previous  indulgence  in  a 
variety  of  religious  eictravagances, 
that  Joseph  Smith  found  his  early 
coadjutors  and  his  first  converts. 

The  work  of  translating  the  mys- 
teriously-givai  golden  plates  lasted 
two  full  years.  The  firet  edition  of 
the  Book  of  Mormmi  was  published 
in  1830..  During  this  period  a  num- 
ber of  contemptible  quarrels  oc- 
curred between  the  prophet  and  hifl 


helpers,  which  were  all'  d^ded  in 
the  prophet's  favour  by  verbose 
tautological  revelations  of  unendur- 
able wearisomeness.  The  picture 
given  us  of  the  prophet  at  work  is 
characteristic  of  the  whole  business. 
He  would  sit  behind  a  blanket  hung 
across  the  room  to  screen  the  sacred 
plates  from  mortal  eyes,  and  read 
aloud  slowly  his  translation,  made 
by  the  aid  of  the  big  spectacles,  to 
a  friend  who  wrote  it  down.  Mr. 
Orson  Pratt  told  me  that  *  brother 
Joseph '  ceased  to  use  the  Urim  and 
Thummim,  however,  '  when  he  be- 
came thoroughly  embued  with  the 
spirit  of  revelation.' 

Martin  Hams,  afterwards  an 
apostate,  was  the  first  transcriber; 
through  his  treachery,  or  that  of 
his  wife,  or  possibly  from  a  desire 
on  their  part  to  put  the  prophet's 
pretensions  to  a  test,  the  new  reli- 
gion came  near  to  perishing  in  the 
birth.  The  earlier  portion  of  the 
manuscript  work  was  secreted  by 
one  or  other  of  the  couple.  The 
'Revelations'  to  Joseph  Smith  on 
this  matter  are  extremely  trying  to 
the  patience  of  a  reader.  A  frag- 
ment from  the  mass  will  serve  as  a 
sample  of  the  character  and  style 
of  these  compositions,  and  will  show 
how  the  prophet  escaped  from  his 
perplexity. 

FroTii  the  *  Bcvclatian^*  May  1829. 

Behold,  I  say  unto  you,  that  you  shall 
not  translate  again  those  words  which  have 
pone  forth  out  of  your  hands ;  for  behold 
they  shall  not  accomplish  their  evil  designs 
in  lying  against  those  words.  For  behold, 
if  you  shall  bring  forth  the  same  words, 
they  will  say  that  you  have  lied ;  that  you 
have  pri-'tended  to  translate,  but  that  yon 
have  contradicted  yourself;  and  behold, 
they  will  publish  this,  and  Satan  will 
hanlen  the  hearts  of  the  people,  to  stir  them 
up  to  anger  against  you,  that  they  will  not 
believe  my  words.  Thus  Satan  thinketh 
to  overpower  your  testimony  in  this  genera- 
tion ;  but  behold,  hero  is  wisdom ;  and 
because  I  show  unto  you  wisdom,  and 
give  yon  comsiandments  oonceming  these 
thing*  what  yon  shall  do,  show  it  not  unto 
the  world  until  you  have  accomplished  the 
woric  of  translation.     .     .     . 

And  now  verily  I  say  unto  yon,  tbat  aa 
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account  of  tbose  things  that  you  hsre 
n^kittoD,  which  haTo  gone  ont  of  jour  hands, 
are  eDgrayen  upon  the  ^ates  of  Nephi; 
je%  and  jou  remember  it  was  said  in  those 

'  vntings  that  a  more  pariicolar  account 
vas  giren  of  these  things  upon  the  plates 
of  NiphL 

And  now,  because  the  account  which  is 
^graven  upon  the  plates  of  Nephi  is  more 
particular  concerning  the  things  which  in 
my  wisdom  I  would  bring  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  people  in  this  account,  there- 
fore you  shall  translate  the  engravings 
which  are  on  the  plates  of  Nephi  down  even 
till  you  come  to  the  reign  of  King  Benjamin, 
or  until  you  come  to  that  which  you  have 
tianslat<:-d,  wliich  you  have  retained ;  and 
behold,  you  shall  publish  it  as  the  record 
of  Nephi,  and  thus  will  I  confound  those 
who  have  altered  my  words.    I  will  not 

^  suffer  that  they  shaJl  destroy  my  work; 
yea,  I  will  show  unto  them  that  my  wisdom 

I        is  greater  than  the  cunning  of  the  dovil. 

The  result  of  the  unbelief  of  Martin 
Harris  has  been  to  inflict  on  the 
faithful  Mormon  a  still  more  un- 
conscionable quantity  of  matter  in 
his  sacred  book  than  was  originally 
intended. 

With  his  second  amanuensis, 
Oliver  Cowdery,  who  also  finally 
apostatised,  Joseph  Smith  had  hke- 
wise  much  diffictdty.  On  the  whole, 
however,  this  man  proved  for  a  long 
time  sufficiently  submissive,  and  was 
rewarded  by  receiving,  through  the 
prophet,  a  number  of  verbose  reve- 
lations of  the  usual  tedious  cha- 

^      racter. 

It  was  this  man  who  enjoyed  the 
remarkable  honour  of  being  asso- 
ciated with  Joseph  Smith  in  receiv- 
ing  back  to  earth  the  long-lost 
powers  of  the  apostolic  priesthood. 
On  May  15,1 829,  in  a  certain  spot 

^  in  the  woods,  no  less  a  personage 
than  John  the  Baptist  appeared  to 
these  two  favoured  mortals,  placing 
Hs  hands  on  them,  and  ordaining 
them  with  these  words  :  '  Unto  you, 
my  fellow-servants,  in  the  name  of 
tte  Messiah,  T  confer  the  Priest- 
hood of  Aaron,   which  holds  the 

^  keys  of  the  ministermg  of  angels, 
and  of  the  gospel  of  repentance, 
*nd  of  baptism  by  immersion  for 
^ Teaamton  of  sum* 


Whereuponthetwo  went  straight- 
way to  water  and  baptised  each 
other,  and  immediately  'experienced 
great  and  glorious  blessings,^  and 
'standing  up,  prophesied  concern- 
ing the  rise  of  ihe  church,  and  many 
other  things.* 

A  number  of  Smiths  and  others 
were  shortly  afterwards  baptised, 
and  a  small  church  was  already  in 
existence  when  the  new  sacred  book 
appeared  in  print. 

The  Golden  Bible,  as  this  book 
was  called  at  first,  contains  an  ac- 
count of  the  early  peopling  of  the 
American  continent  by  a  colony  ef 
Jews;  the  history  of  the  faithful 
Nephites ;  their  wars  with  the 
Lamanites,  a  people  condemned  for 
their  sins  to  wear  red  skins,  and 
'  become  an  idle  people,  full  of  mis- 
chief and  subtlety,'  the  American 
Indians  of  our  day ;  the  visit  of 
Christ  to  the  Nephites  after  the 
resurrection,  and  the  establishment 
among  them  of  Christianity ;  the 
destruction  of  the  Nephites  by  the 
heathen  Lamanites;  the  hiding  away 
of  the  historical  plates  on  the  hill 
Cumorah,  where  the  final  stand  of 
the  Christian  forces  was  made,  and 
where  they  were  found  fourteen 
centuries  after  by  Joseph  Smith.  No 
fuller  account  of  tlie  book  is  neces- 
sary :  it  can  be  obtained  at  a  small 
cost  through  any  bookseller. 

This  poor  performance,  a  dull 
and  verbose  imitation  of  the  English 
version  of  the  Old  Testament,  can 
scarcely  be  considered  in  its  con- 
ception and  execution  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  money-digger  and 
his  Httle  clique  of  helpers.  Yet  it 
seems  that  so  much  honour  is  not 
rightly  their  due.  The  real  origin 
of  the  book  appears  to  be  one  of 
the  most  singular  incidents  ever 
connected  with  the  rise  of  a  new 
faith.  The  Mormon  Bible  tum3 
out,  appe;rently,  to  be  a  modified 
and  diluted  version  of  a  poor  his* 
torici^  romance,  that  cocdd  never 
find  a  publisher. 

It  seems  thattoiie  Sotomoa  Spidd* 
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ing,  a  graduate  of  Dariford,  an  tm- 
saooessful  preaclier,  and  then  a 
failing  tradesman,  a  writer  of  un- 
read novels,  oonceiyed  the  idea  of 
writing  a  romance  based  on  a  no- 
tion, i£en  somewhat  popular  in  the 
States,' that  the  red  men  were  the 
descendants  of  the  mnch-abnsed 
lost  tribes  of  IsraeL  The  work  was 
completed,  and,  under  the  title  of 
The  Ma/nu8oript  Founds  vainlj 
offered  for  publication.  The  widow 
of  Solomon  Spalding  declares  that 
the  MSS.  were  placed  in  a  printing 
o&ce  with  which  Sidney  Bigdon 
was  connected.  Mr.  Patterson,  the 
printer,  died  in  1826)  the  MSS. 
were  never  recovered.  *  Mr.  Spald- 
ing had  another  copy,'  Mr.  Beadle 
says  in  his  book  already  quoted; 
*  but  in  the  year  1 82  5,  while  residing 
in  Ontario  County,  N.T.,  next  door 
to  a  man  named  Stroude,  for  whom 
Joe  Smith  was  then  digging  a  well, 
that  copy  also  was  lost.  She  thinks 
it  was  stolen  from  her  trunk. 
Depositions  are  given  in  the  New 
America/n  OyclopcBdiOf  and  in  various 
other  works,  of  a  number  of  per- 
sons to  whom  Spalding  had  read 
parts  of  his  romance,  who  testify  to 
a  general  resemblance  in  the  plot 
and  style  of  the  histoiy,  and  in  the 
names  employed,  wiUi  ^ose  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon. 

In  i^eir  turn  the  Spalding  party 
are  accused  by  the  Mormons  of 
having  invented  this  story  to  cast 
reproach  on  a  holy  work.  It  is  a 
singular  quarrel.  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  impartial  and  adequate 
examination  of  the  alleged  facts 
has  yet  been  made,  but  tlus  should 
be  done.  Failinff  this,  the  Mormons 
or  their  enenues  must  bear  the 
stigma  of  perpetrating  a  gross  im- 
position, according  to  our  estimate 
c^  the  moral  worm  of  each  party, 
and  of  the  probabilities  of  the  case. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the 
original  intention  of  JosejA  Smith 
and  his  assistants  in  the  enterprise 
was  simply  to  publish  the  altered 
rdmanee  as  a. commercial  specula- 


tion, and  that  they  were  unfeignedly 
astonished  themselves  to  find  ths^ 
people  were  ready  to  believe  in  their 
talked  of  Golden  Bible.  Even  if 
this  were  the  fact,  it  would  scarcely 
add  to  the  strangeness  of  the  origin 
of  this  new  religion.  It  is  scaroelv 
to  be  doubted,  however,  that  Josepn 
Smith's  earlier  experiences  had 
prepared  him  to  play  the  bolder  part 
of  an  inspired  prophet. 

The  new  church,  established  in 
1 830,  increased  rapidly  in  numbers* 
Tedious  revelations,  to  the  Whit- 
mers,  Pratts,  Sidney  Bigdon,  and 
others,  thicken.  The  first  Latter- 
day  miracle  was  performed  by 
Joseph  Smith  on  a  man  possessed 
by  an  unclean  spirit.  '  I  rebuked 
the  devil,'  the  prophet  writes,  *  and 
commanded  him  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  depart  from  him; 
when,  immediately,  Newel  spoke  out 
and  said  that  he  saw  the  devil  leave 
him,  and  vanish  from  his  sight.' 

In  1 83 1,  by  a  revelation  through 
Joseph  Smitiii  in  Eirtland,  Ohio, 
where  there  existed  a  flourishing 
Mormon  Church,  the  mass  of  the 
converts  were  required  to  go  forth 
through  the  land  by  twos,  lifting 
up  their  voice  as  the  voice  of 
a  trump,  declaring  the  word  like 
unto  angels  of  Gk)d,  preaching  the 
Gospel  of  immersion  in  water  for 
the  remission  of  sins.  In  this  par- 
ticularly long  and  tedious  oommis* 
sion,  the  following  injunction  occurs: 
*  Thou  shalt  love  thv  wife  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  shaft  cleave  unto 
her  and  none  else.'  The  idea  of 
plural  marriage  had  not  yet  dawned 
on  the  minds  of  the  leaders. 

In  June  this  year  a  conference 
of  priests  and  elders  was  held  in 
Kirtland,  when  *  the  Lord  display ed 
his  power  in  a  manner  that  could 
not  be  mistaken.  The  Man  of  Sin 
was  revealed,  and  the  authority  of 
the  Melchisedeo  Priesthood  was 
manifested,  and  conferred  for  the 
first  time  upon  several  of  the  elders.* 

The  prealcliers  were  started  again 
on  their  mission  by  a  revelation^ 
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while  Joseph  Smith,  with  a  small 
pari^,  set  ont  in  search  of  a  suitable 
spot  for  founding  a  Mormon  city. 
The  place  was  found  beyond  St. 
lionisy  on  the  limits  of  the  prairie. 
'  This  is  the  land  of  promise/  said 
a  revelation,  'and  the  place  for 
the  city  of  Zion.  And  thns  saith 
the  Lord  yonr  God:  if  you  will 
reoeiTe  wisdom,  here  is  wisdom. 
Behold  the  place  which  is  now  called 
Independence  is  the  centre  place, 
and  ^e  spot  for  the  temple  is  lying 
westward ;  wherefore  it  is  wisdom 
that  the  land  should  be  purchased 
by  the  Saints.' 

A  prosperous  settlement  was 
made  here  by  the  Mormons  in  the 
following  year,  1832.  The  prophet 
about  this  time  met  with  a  gpross 
indignity :  he  was  tarred  and 
feathered  by  a  mob,  on  some 
charges  of  fraudulent  dealing,  but 
really  through  excited  religious 
feeling.  At  a  conference  held  in 
the  beginning  of  1833  the  pro- 
phet began  to  speak  in  an  un- 
known tongue,  and  was  quickly 
followed  in  this  miraculous  mani- 
festation by  many  other  saints.  He 
then  proceeded  to  wash  the  feet  of 
some  of  his  followers,  'wiping 
them,'  he  writes,  'with  the  towd 
with  which  I  was  girded.'  In 
Fehmary  he  '  received '  the  cele- 
brated Word  of  Wisdom,  advising, 
bat  not  enjoining,  an  abstinence 
from  wine,  strong  drinks,  and  to- 
bacco. 

The  first  expulsion  of  Mormons 
took  place  at  the  close  of  1833. 
The  ordinary  settlers  in  Missouri 
appear  to  have  disliked  extremely 
their  new  neighbours,  who  came  in 
ever-increasing  numbers  to  estab- 
liah  '  Zion.'  &  a  published  address 
they  made  the  formal  statement 
that  most  of  the  saints  were  *  cha- 
racterised by  the  profoundest  ig- 
nonnce,  the  grossest  superstition, 
and  the  most  fSbject  poveitjT.'  They 
expreBsed  their  fear  of  b^g  '  out 
off '  hy  this  people,  and  having  their 
'laadBi^ipiopriated.'  Theysaidthat 


with  the  increasing  immigration 
the  civil  power  would  soon  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  Mormons,  and 
that  then  existence  in  the  place 
would  be  intolerable.  In  the 
strongest  language  they  begged  the 
Mormon  leaders  to  stop  the  coming 
of  their  people,  and  to  remove  the 
settlement.  It  is  further  commonly 
reported  that  the  people  of  Jackson 
County  offered  to  buy  the  lands  and 
improvements  of  the  Mormons  at 
valuation,  ^with  an  hundred  per 
cent,  added  thereon.' 

The  Mormons,  not  yet  aware  of 
the  strength  of  the  enmity  felt 
against  them,  refused  to  leave ;  upon 
which  mobs  assembled  and  cla- 
moured, destroyed  the  Star  print- 
ing office,  and  afterwards  a  number 
of  dwellings,  and  in  November 
effected  the  expulsion  of  the  ob- 
durate saints. 

Duringseveralyears  the  Mormons 
made  settlements  in  various  parts 
of  Ohio  and  Missouri,  but  none  of 
these  were  permanent.  Everywhere 
they  managed  to  excite  the  strongest 
religious  or  political  ill-will.  Out- 
rages were  committed  on  both  sides. 
Joseph  Smith  and  other  of  the 
leaders  were  charged  with  treason, 
felony,  and  other  offences.  Smith 
broke  from  gaol.  The  Mormons 
armed  against  the  State  militia^ 
but  were  overwhelmed.  Ex- 
pelled finally  from  Missouri,  they 
found  refuge  in  Illinois,  then  a 
scarcelv-broken  prairie  wilderness. 
Here  they  received  a  friendly  wel- 
come as  an  uiijustly  persecuted 
people. 

In  the  summer  of  1839  Nauvoo 
rose  *as  if  by  magic'  in  the  new 
State.  The  name  signifies  *in  the 
Reformed  Egyptian '  The  BeauUfuL 
The  scattered  Mormons  rapidly 
assembled  here.  The  site  of  the 
dty  was  determined  by  revelation^ 
and  hapjpened  to  &11  within  the 
limits  of  a  large  tract  of  hind  of 
which  Josei^  Smith  had  beoo:^ 
possessed.  The  dty^  obtained  a 
chairter.     Joseph  Ssodth  controlled 
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all  votes,  and  was  elected  mayor, 
a  cliief  justice  of  the  municipal 
court,  and  lieutenant-general  of  the 
Mormon  militia,  termed  the  Nauvoo 
Legion.  Wlien  the  young  boy 
began  looking  into  the  'dark- 
coloured  stone '  in  his  hat,  it  is 
probable  that  he  saw  in  the  future 
no  vision  of  dignities  awaiting  him 
like  these. 

From  the  founding  of  Nauvoo,  or 
perhaps  earlier,  Smith  had  entered 
into  equivocal  relations  with  various 
female  saints.  His  wife  became 
violently  jealous.  Upon  which,  in 
July  1843,  the  celebrated  Revela- 
tion on  Celestial  Marriage  was 
communicated  in  confidence  by  the 
prophet  to  a  number  of  the  leaders 
in  the  church.  In  this  composition 
the  examples  of  Abraham  and  the 
patriarchs,  of  David  and  Solomon, 
are  cited  in  favour  of  the  practice 
of  polygamy;  Joseph  Smith  is 
justified  in  his  past  course,  and  his 
wife  is  commanded  to  yield  acqui- 
escence. '  Let  mine  handmaid,  Emma 
Smith,'  says  the  revelation,  *  receive 
all  those  that  have  been  given 
unto  my  servant  Joseph,  and  who 
are  virtuous  and  pure  before  me. 
.  .  .  .  And  I  command  mine 
handmaid,  Emma  Smith,  to  abide 
and  cleave  unto  my  servant  Joseph, 
and  no  one  else.  But  if  she  will 
not  abide  this  commandment,  she 
shall  be  destroyed,  saith  the  Lord. 
....  And  again.  Verily,  I  say, 
let  mine  handmaid  forgive  my 
servant  Joseph  his  trespasses  .  .  . 
and  I,  the  Lord  thy  God,  will  bless 
her,  and  multiply  her,  and  make 
her  heart  to  rejoice.' 

It  would  be  interesting  to  discover, 
were  it  possible,  to  what  extent 
Mormonism  owed  its  early  success 
to  its  professions  of  exceptional 
purity,  and  its  promise  of  a  moral 
as  well  as  a  religious  reformation. 
It  seems  certain  that  it  was  esteemed 
too  dangerous  a  course  to  let  the 
saints  generally  know  that  plural 
marriage  was  to  be  allowed  in  the 
cJrarch.     The  new  nevelation,  how- 


ever, soon  began  to  be  talked  of, 
and  caused  great  scandal  and 
disturbance  both  within  and  with- 
out the  Mormon  body. 

It  appears  that  a  number  of  women 
solicited  by  Joseph  Smith,  Sidney 
Rigdon,  and  others,  to  enter '  Celestial 
[Marriage,'  complained  to  their  hus- 
bands, many  of  whom  were  Mormons. 
A  Dr.  Foster,  with  one  William  Law 
and  others,  who  held  themselves  in- 
jured, hereupon  began  to  publish  in 
Nauvoo  itself,  in  May  1 84.1,  a  news- 
paper. The  Expositor,  to  expose  the 
Mormon  leaders.  In  the  first  nninber 
the  affidavits  of  sixteen  women  were 
given,  testifying  to  the  dishonour- 
able proposals  made  to  them.  A 
tumult  arose.  A  body  of  Mormons 
sacked  the  Expositor  office.  Foster 
and  Law  got  away  to  Carthage,  a 
town  eighteen  miles  distant,  and 
obtained  warrants  against  their  in- 
jurers.  Joseph  Smith'  reftised  to. 
obey  the  summons,  and  the  con- 
stable who  served  it  was  driven 
f^om.  Kauvoo.  The  State  Militia 
was  called  out  on  one  side,  the 
Nauvoo  Legion  on  the  other.  Go- 
vernor Ford  hastened  to  the  scene. 
Seeing  the  excitement  of  the  Car- 
thage people,  he  addressed  them  on 
the  necessity  of  employing  only 
legal  measures.  *The  officers  and 
men,'  he  says,  *  unanimously  voted, 
with  acclamation,  to  sustain  me  in 
a  strictly  le^al  course.'  He  therefore 
held  himself  justified  in  promising 
the  Mormons  protection  from  vio- 
lence. He  proceeded  to  Nauvoo  and 
found  it  *  one  great  military  camp.' 
The  Mormons,  trusting  to  the  Gfo- 
vemor's  promises  of  security,  sur- 
rendered to  him  three  cannon  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty  stand  of  smaJI 
arms.  A  number  of  the  leaders 
entered  into  recognisances  to  appear 
for  trial,  but  Joseph  Smith  and  hia 
brother  Hp-um  were  detained  in 
Carthage  Gaol  on  a  second  charge 
of  treason.     Their  end  had  come. 

The  bitter  quarrel  between  the 
Mormons  and  their  enemies  waar 
intensified  by  political   jealoiiBiea*' 
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The)Monnoiis,  always  voting  solidly 
at  tiie  dictatioa  of  their  leaders, 
exercised  an  inflaence  dispropor- 
tioned  to  their  nvmbers.  Joseph 
Smith,  intoxicated  hy  a  snocess 
beyond  his  wildest  imagination, 
coneeived  the  amlation  of  becoming 
the  ruler  of  the  United  States,  if 
indeedhis  yanity  did  not  aspire  still 
furtlier.  In  the  spring  of  1 844  he 
serioasly  proposed  himself  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  Pre^dency  at  the 
approaching  election.  The  Mor- 
mons commenced  a  most  rigorous 
canYass.  Their  opponents  became 
more  incensed  against  them  than 
ever.  The  celestial  marriage  scan- 
dals occnrred  at  the  moment  to 
iufl&sie  the  passions  of  the  Gbntile 
mob  to  madness.  The  Mormons 
deny  that  the  specific  charges  of 
Dr.  Foster  were  sustainable.  But 
the  revelation  itself  affords  proof 
that  irregularities  had  occurred, 
and  were  to  be  justified  in  the  new 
faith. 

On  the  two  Smiths  being  com- 
mitted to  Corth^e  Gaol  a  guard 
«a3  stationed  over  them  for  pro- 
tection. The  precaution  was  neces- 
sai7,but  the  guard  was  insufficient. 
A  mob  of  one  or  two  hundred  men 
well  anned  assembled  in  the  evening 
of  J»ne  27,  1844,  broke  open  the 
g«^  and  shot  down  the  two  prison- 
era.  John  Taylor  and  WiUard 
lUcharda,  who  were  in  the  room  at 
the  time,  managed  to  escape.  The 
strange  &rce  had  ended  in  tragedy. 

AJQstand  adequate  criticism  of  the 
character  of  thM  extraordinary  ad- 
ventnrer  remains  to  be  written.  He 
appears  to  have  had  one  of  those 
energetic  natures  by  which  ordinary 
peopte  are  irresistibly  attracted  and 
heidinwillLQg  bondage.  Men  and 
^"f^Hnen  everywhere  became  his  fast 
^^onds  and  his  obedient  disciples. 
He  must  have  had,  too,  an  immense 
power  of  will,  and  a  wonderful  oa- 
pw%  of  self-Ckssertion,  to  have  ad- 


vanced and  maintained  unflinchingly 
his  preposterous  pretensicms. 

As  yet  the  Mormons  are  not  all 
convinced  that  the  founder  of  their 
religion  was  a  man  of  blameless 
character  and  unsullied  Hfe.  Brig- 
ham  Young  is  reported  to  have 
made  an  admission  to  the  contrary 
in  the  foUowingsignificant  language : 

*  That  the  prophet  was  of  mean 
birth,  that  he  was  wild,  intemperate, 
even  dishonest  and  tricky  in  his 
youth,  is  nothing  against  his  mis- 
sion. God  can  and  does  make  use 
of  the  vilest  instruments.  Joseph 
has  brought  forth  a  religion  which 
will  save  us  if  we  abide  by  it. 
Bring  anything  against  that  if 
you  can.  I  care  not  if  he  gamble, 
lie,  swear — get  drunk  every  day  of 
his  life,  sleep  with  his  neighbour's 
wife  every  night — ^for  I  embrace  no 
man  in  my  fo,ith.  The  religion  is 
all  in  all.' 

But  the  ecclesiastical  or  mythical 
judgment  of  the  prophet's  characj- 
ter  pronounces  it  great  and  pure. 
To  the  Mormon  church  of  the  future 
he  will  be  the  inspired  teacher,  the 
exalted  martyr,  the  pure  and  holy 
founder  of  a  new  Divine  revelation. 
The  last  section  of  ^iho  authoritative 
Booh  of  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
speaks  of  him  in  the  following 
terms: 

Joseph  Smith,  tho  prophet  and  seer  of 
the  Lord,  has  done  more,  save  Jesas  only, 
for  the  salvation  of  men  in  this  world  than 
any  other  man  that  ever  lived  in  it.  .  .  . 
He  lived  great,  and  he  died  great  in  the 
eyes  of  God  and  his  people,  and  like  most 
of  the  Lord's  anointed  in  anei«nt  times,  has 
seoled  his  mission  and  his  work  with  his 
own.  blood,  and  so  has  his  brother  Hyrom. 
.  .  .  They  lived  for  glory  j  they  died 
for  glory ;  and  glory  is  their  eternal  reward. 
From  age  to  age  shall  their  names  go  down 
to  posterity  as  gems  for  the  saneti&d. 

On  this,  one  would  think,  some- 
what shaky  basis,  a  human  com- 
munity, ^Eimous  out  of  all  proportion 
to  its  numerical  force,  has  managed 
and  does  manage  to  exist. 

CM- 
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THIS  is  the  last  forenoon  of  1872. 
The  morning  was  rainy,  bat 
now  the  day  has  brightened.  The 
soaked  College  which  is  before  me 
whenever  I  look  up  from  the  page  I 
am  writing,  is  getting  dry  in  patches: 
tiie  somewhat  sti^ed  Jacobean 
Gothic  is  spotty  black  and  gray. 
Two  large  crosses,  snrmonnting 
gables,  look  yeiy  black  against  an 
opal  sky.  The  weathercock  of  the 
severely-simple  spire  across  the 
qnadrangle  which  has  stood  there 
for  fonr  hnndred  years  points  to 
the  Sonth-East.  For  many  days 
and  weeks  there  has  been  all  bnt 
ceaseless  rain.  We  have  not  here 
the  wide  plains  of  central  England, 
traversed  by  great  rivers :  we  are 
entirely  safe  from  the  floods  which 
have  there  convei*ted  vast  tracts  into 
a  tarbid  inland  sea.  But  here  too  it 
h%s  been  dreary  enough  when  the 
light  was  failing  on  &ese  gloomy 
afternoons,  and  all  the  world  seemed 
soaked  with  wet,  cheerless,  and 
miserable.  One  was  glad  to  get 
into  shelter,  and  shut  out  the  dis- 
mal day. 

Yet  there  were  advantages  about 
that  disheartening  weather.  Eveiy 
hard-working  student  knows  the 
peculiar  feeling  with  which  one 
looks  out  upon  driving  rain  and  a 
lowering  sl^,  and  thinks  that  one 
is  losing  nothing  by  bein^  indoors. 
Sunshine  and  green  trees  mvite  one 
forth :  and  the  task,  generally  np- 
hill  at  first  starting,  has  not  fair 
play.  Doubtless  a  vast  deal  -of 
head-work  has  been  got  through  in 
this  square  mile  during  November 
and  December.  For  one-third  of 
the  population  of  this  little  city  is 
enduring*  the  process  of  education. 
And  those  who  are  not  learning  are 
teaching :  teaching  moderate  num- 
bers here,  and  (some  of  them)  much 
greater  numbm  elsewhere.  The 
awfbl  Alphabet  has  been  assailed 
and  subdued  in  this  place,  as  these 


wintiy  days  shortened.  Many  Ijatin 
verses,  many  Greek  Iambics  have 
been  put  together.  The  mazes  of 
Philosophy  and  Theology  have  been 
entered  if  not  unravelled:  they 
have  come  as  near  to  being  nil* 
ravelled  here  as  anywhere  else. 
Various  elaborate  tiiough  brief 
sermons  have  been  written:  tiie 
people  here  have  no  liking  for  lon^ 
ones.  The  writer  approves  the 
taste,  and  indeed  conforms  to  it. 
Old-fieushioned  preachers  still  strive 
against  the  tide.  One  such,  the 
greatest  orator  of  Scotland  in  his 
day,  lately  asserted  at  the  close  of  a 
lengthy  discourse,  that  an  un&iliiig 
test  of  a  good  man  is  an  insatiable 
appetite  for  preaching:  and  that, 
however  abundant  the  instmotion 
received  at  church,  the  good  man 
ever  quits  the  sacred  building  say- 
ing (it  is  to  be  presumed  only  in  a 
whisper)  More,  Mobe  !  Not  sach 
is  the  writer*s  experience.  He  has 
known  veiy  many  good  folk  who  de- 
part with  the  unspoken  wish.  Less, 
Less!  And  he  has  known  admirable 
though  exceptional  men  whose  true 
feeling  would  find  expression  in  the 
formida.  None  at  all.  None  at  all  ! 

As  these  words  are  written,  the 
sun  suddenly  shines  in  through  the 
window  (it looks  due  South):  and 
the  page  of  blue  paper  gleams  in  a 
golden  splendour.  Let  it  be  ac- 
cepted as  approval  of  what  was 
designed  to  be  forthwith  written. 
You  may  read  it  here. 

There  are  few  things  of  which  I 
am  more  convinced,  than  that  we 
ought  all  to  be  making  a  great 
de^  more  of  life  than  we  do.  I  do 
not  mean  in  the  sense  of  turning 
life  to  better  account — though  that 
in  most  cases  is  true : — ^but  in  the 
sense  of  feeling  happier  while  it  is 
passing  over,  and  o£  getting  more 
^oyment  out  of  it  than  ^we  do. 
Now  and  then,  as  things  are,  we 
have  gHmpsesof  ways  of  looking  at 
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thioffs  and  feeling  towards  them 
whick  for  the  moment  make  life  far 
morebright.  And  when¥re  are  going 
away  from  some  pleasant  place,  or 
bidding  fiu^weli  to  some  pleasant  pe- 
riod of  time,  we  have  a  certain  yagne 
yet  remorseftil  sense  that  we  have  not 
enjoyed  either  as  mnch  as  we  onght 
and  might.  This  latter  feeling  is  a 
spedallj  jarring  one.  To  find  ont 
how  mnch  more  happiness  was 
within  onr  reach  thaji  we  had 
thought,  is  very  vexing. 

Now,  might  we  not,  beginning  a 
New  Year,  look  about  ns  and  see 
whether  we  cannot  manage  to  be 
hi^ier  ?  Try,  that  is,  in  a  hnmble 
way,  to  get  more  cheerfulness  and 
oontent  out  of  our  belongings  and 
surroundings  ?  I  write  for  readers 
of  simple  minds,  and  modest  estate. 
There  are  human  beings  who  have 
great  possessions :  who  hare  in  pro- 
fusion aU  the  outward  appliances 
which  mankind  is  agreed  (with  few 
exceptions)  in  regarding  as  the 
means  of  inward  content :  and  such 
would  no  doubt  regard  with  un- 
disguised contempt  my  simple 
saggestions,  and  my  lowly  causes 
and  effects.  And  there  are  human 
heings  who  have  grea,t  minds,  not 
to  be  interested  by  little  things : 
Ukewise  deep  insight,  not  to  be 
hoodwinked  by  natural  and  kindly 
illusions.  I  do  not  vainly  pretend 
to  do  good,  even  the  smallest,  to 
any  such.  These  are  beyond  my 
mark.  But  might  not  simple  folk, 
devoid  of  cynicism,  try  to  do,  as  to 
all  our  life,  what  each  of  us  has  per- 
haps done  with  regard  to  some 
special  worldly  position  or  ad- 
vantage possessed  for  a  little — ^seek 
(that  is)  to  find  out  and  make  use 
of  its  capacities  before  it  is  taken 
from  us  ?  A  duke,  with  a  hundred 
tl^ousand  a  year,  would  not  think  of 
such  a  thing  :  but  a  poor  country 
parson  with  three  hundred  a  year 
may  not  unfitly  walk  about  his 
htt^  shrubbery,  and  make  an  effort 
to  clearly  realise  the  advantages  of 
his  position,  and  (so  to  speak)  to 


squeeze  out  of  it  whatever  drops  of 
comfort  it  may  yield :  looking  baok 
on  days  when  his  lot  was  much 
worse:  desiring  to  feel  grateful  and 
even  surprised  to  find  himself  so 
respeotabJe  as  he  is :  comparing  his 
litue  successes  with  the  fear  lesser 
successes  of  far  better  men:  not 
trying  (as  Mr.  Dickens  expressed 
it)  to  make  believe  very  much,  but 
only  to  bring  out  into  distinctness 
the  latent  truth,  to  the  end  that 
should  dark  days  come  he  may  not 
have  to  look  back  remorsefully, 
feeling  that  he  ought  to  have  made 
far  more  of  things,  and  that  he  had 
been  far  happier  than  at  the  time 
he  knew.  We  have  maay  worries, 
anxieties,  and  mortifications:  we 
have  gone  through  much  hard  work, 
little  remarked  and  poorly  reward- 
ed: we  cannot  delude  ourselves 
with  the  belief  that  any  special 
kindly  appreciation  awaits  us  in 
the  future,  or  that  we  shall  ever  be 
materially  better  in  circumstances 
or  in  estimation  than  we  are  now : 
we  started  with  the  intention  of 
mending  the  world,  but  we  have 
come  down  to  being  thankful  if 
we  can  pay  our  way.  Still  there 
are  those  who  are  decidedly  worse 
off,  yet  who  are  wonderfully 
cheerml,  and  do  not  seem  to  regard 
life  as  a  load.  Let  us  do  our  best 
to  place  ourselves  where  we  shall 
catch  some  blinks  of  sunshine. 

It  is  to  be  confessed  at  once  that 
cheerfulness  of  view  and  of  heart 
comes  mainly  of  physical  condi- 
tions. Qood  digestion  and  unshaken 
nerves  are  the  great  cause  of 
cheerful  views  of  life,  and  of  all  the 
round  of  very  little  things  and  the 
entanglement  of  small  interests 
that  make  life.  If  the  mucous  mem- 
brane be  wrong,  it  eclipses  the  sun 
as  no  cause  does  that  is  recorded  in 
the  almanac.  Dyspepsia,  or  that 
vague  all-reaching  malaise  which 
doctors  describe  by  saying  that  the 
nervous  system  has  been  severely 
shak^  makes  existence  heavy. 
Worries   seem  insufferable:    diffi- 
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enlties  insuperable :  perplexities 
quite  killing:  there  is  no  zest  in 
dniy,  which  is  a  thing  to  shrink 
from:  and  every  day  seems  more 
than  can  be  feloed.  The  whole 
thing  seems  poor  and  wretched; 
and  you  wish  yon  were  away  from 
it.  A  thousand  possibilities  of 
misfortune,  which  the  healthy  mind 
puts  aside ;  a  thousand  miserable 
recoUections  of  irremediable  evil : 
crowd  in.  I  am  speaking  of  physi- 
cal causes  as  producing  misery  to 
the  sufferer  himself,  not  to  others  : 
or  mention  might  be  made  of  fret- 
fulness,  snappishness,  destruction 
of  the  power  of  sympathy,  and  a 
general  cursedness  which  radiates 
all  evil  and  miserable  moods  and 
humours  on  all  around:  making 
him  in  the  domestic  circle  a  sort  of 
negative  or  diabolical  sun,  dissemi- 
nating darkness  instead  of  light. 

It  is  therefore  expedient,  or  ra- 
ther it  is  essential,  to  the  man  who 
would  pass  through  life  with  tolera- 
ble cheerfulness,  that  he  give  due 
diligence  to  the  preservation  of 
bodily  health.  '  Above  all,  he  must 
beware  of  every  influence  which 
would  bear  unkindly  on  that  mys- 
terious portion  of  our  being,  so 
closely  allied  with  that  in  us  which 
feels  and  thinks,  which  is  commonly 
called  the  nervous  system.  Awful 
is  the  dislocation  of  the  entire  out- 
ward xmiverse:  strange  and  vnld 
the  inexpressible .  depths  of  morbid 
fancy  and  emotion:  infinite  the 
variety  of  miserable  experience;  that 
comes  of  a  &ct  so  simply  expressed 
as  in  the  phrase  sliaJcen  nerves.  And 
^o  nearly  do  kindliness  of  heart  and 
the  intuition  of  truth  and  fact  fol- 
low i^e  repaired  soundness  and  good 
estate  of  that  special  part  of  us  (if 
indeed  it  be  physically  a  part  only), 
tliat  I  have  serious  thoughts  of  de- 
veloping a  new  Physioal  Theory  of 
Viriue  md  Happiness  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  overdriven  and  worried; 
and  indeed  for  Hhe  guidance  of  all  in 
whom  the  mind  is  of  more  oonse- 
quence  than  the  body.    Hogs,  and 


ttie  like,  need  not  study  that  Theory 
when  it  is  published :  but  all  men 
in  whom  there  is  any  measirre  of 
head  and  heart  ought.      I  do  not 
mind  saying,  in  advance,  that  my 
design  is  to  stimulate  happiness  aud 
virtue  by  the  skilful  administration 
of  food  and  medicine.     There  are 
certain  Christian  graces  which  are 
impossible    of    attainment   to     the 
nervous  dyspeptic:  but  all  that  is 
clear  in  faith  and  amiable  in  aflec- 
tion  is  easy  to   the  human  being 
whose  system  is  eupeptic  and  whose 
nerves   sound.      Even    Scepticism, 
saddest  of  all  maladies,   I    won  Id 
treat  by  the  due  exhibition  of  phy- 
sical remedies :   by  flesh-brushinjr, 
bathing,  long  walks  in  pure  air.  As 
for  ordinary  evil  tempers,  and    fa- 
miliar low  spirits  and  gloomy  mor- 
bid notions,  I  would  make  havock  of 
them  in  two  months'  time.    First,  I 
would  absolutely  cut  off  all  alcohol : 
alcohol  in  wine  as  well  as  in  spirits. 
Let  the  daily  pint  of  claret  be  im- 
bibed,  and   no   more.      No   man's 
mind  is  healthy  who  ever  tastes  un- 
diluted brandy :  his  state  is  perilous 
who  drinks   it  even   diluted    with 
potash   water.      I    am  not  a  tee- 
totaller; and  have  not  been  favour- 
ably impressed  by  any  such  I  have 
met:  yet  let  me   declare  with  au- 
thority,  that    wherever   it    is    not 
medicine,   alcohol    is    poison.      Of 
course,   it  is  sometimes  invaluable 
medicine:  but  when  needful,  let  it  be 
used  as  such.     If  one  have  no  mind 
to  speak  of,  and  if  one  goes  through 
extreme  bodily  exercise,  even  abun- 
dant alcohol  may  not  do  perceptible 
harm:  but  to   the  man  subject  to 
unequal  spirits,  to  the  man  of  finely- 
strung  nature,  it  is  absolute   ruin. 
For  drink,  good  for  body  and  sourl, 
there  is  nothing  like  milk.      Take 
abundance    of  that:  and  you  will 
increase  in  cheerfulness  and  good- 
neas  daily.      For  details  of  certain 
simple  idteratives  and  tonics,  the 
reader  must  await  the  frill  develop- 
ment of  my  theory  at  a  future  day. 
I  shall  not  intrude  into  tl>e  office  of 
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a  Moral  Physician  wiihont  doe  qua- 
lification. And  in  any  case  I  ^all 
not  b6  as  the  country  doctor,  in  rude 
health,  ever  in  the  imddle,  with  aw- 
ful appetite  and  nerves  of  whipcord, 
who,  when  brought  in  contact  with 
the  Bort  of  patient  I  seek,  has  to 
make  it  the  main  problem,  To  con- 
c€<d  from  his  patient  Iww  little  iJie 
doctor  understands  wliat  is  wrong 
iffitk  him. 

It  is  understood  then,  for  one 
thing,  that  henceforward  all  readers 
will  give  much  diligence  to  the 
maintenance  of  that  good  bodily 
health  which  will  give  no  quarter  to 
a  morbid  mind:  but  which  will 
make  a  man  more  cheerful,  sensible, 
hopeful,  good-tempered:  free  from 
crotchets  and  suspicions  and  envy- 
ings.  But  beyond  the  cultivation 
of  health,  which  is  the  chief  talent 
many  folk  possess,  let  certain  moral 
connsels  be  received  with  docility  by 
the  judicious. 

We  must  diligently  train  our- 
selves not  to  get  so  angry  as  we 
have  been  accustomed  to  do.  It  is 
very  wearing-out.  Those  who  have 
se^  a  good  deal  of  dishonesty,  both, 
among  the  educated  and  the  un- 
ednca^ :  fencing,  dodging,  shifting 
gnrand,  playing  tricks  with  words, 
and  absolute  lying:  know  how  the 
keai  indignation  these  things  ex- 
cite in  the  downright  and  magnani- 
mous soul  tears  and  hurts  it.  I 
sometimes  wonder  how  that  prophet- 
like man  who  remains  among  us 
fitiU,  and  who  has  lifted  up  so  brave' 
and  fierce  and  eloquent  a  voice 
against  all  he  thought  wrong  for 
two-ficore  years,  has  not  been  killed 
by  the  wrath  he  has  folt  and  uttered 
towards  all  meanness,  dishonesty, 
and  incompetency,  in  a  world  where 
these  so  abound:  but  I  suppose 
Carlyle  inherited  a  strong  body  as 
well  as  a  mighty  soul.  One  thinks 
of  the  touching  yet  awful  inscription 
•hove  Swift's  grave:  TTbi  saeva  tV 
^puUio  uUerius  cor  lacerare  nequiU 
7gb^  gone  where  fierce  wnAh  against 
wvong-doing  can  no  longer  tear  the 


heart !  And  it  is  not  less  irritating, 
but  more,  that  dishonest,  mean,  and 
wicked  things  are  in  no  degree  con- 
fined to  what  are  called  the  criminal 
classes:  but  are  many  times  done 
by  smug,  fat,  self-satisfied  persons, 
who  are  able  to  conceal  from  them- 
selves what  degraded  animals  they 
are:  who  can  talk  unctuously  on 
religious  subjects,  and  make  long  if 
somewhat  floundering  prayers.  It 
was  after  being  found  out  in  some 
specially  dirty  trick,  that  Mr.  Peck- 
sniff was  most  devout  and  pious  in 
his  deportment.  My  friend  Smith 
tells  me  that  he  knew  in  his  youth, 
h^  a  century  since,  a  preacher 
who  never  reached  such  heights  of 
spirituality  in  his  sermons,  as  im- 
mediately after  an  attack  of  delirium 
tremens.  Yes,  and  the  spirituality 
imposed  upon  really  good  people,  for 
a  while.  Ultimately,  I  rejoice  to 
say,  he  was  kicked  out,  and  died  at 
a  locality  then  known  as  Botany 
Bay.  But  without  supposing  cases 
so  extreme,  each  of  us,  in  his  own 
little  sphere,  has  possibly  a  good 
many  tunes  seen  conduct  which  ex- 
cited a  vehemence  of  moral  repro- 
bation that  made  one  understand  the 
inscription  in  St.  Patrick's  at  Dub- 
lin. I  lament  to  say  it,  but  it  is 
true,  that  of  all  theological  dogmas 
the  one  which  gains  most  confirma- 
tion from  the  growing  experience  of 
life,  is  that  of  the  Perversion  of  Hii- 
man  Nature. 

This  having  been  said,  let  it  be 
added  that  it  is  wise  to  use,  in  practi- 
cal judgments  of  men  and  women,  a 
some  what  low  standard.  You  will 
keep  yourself  unhappy  unless  you 
do  this.  Make  up  your  mind  that 
you  are  dealing  with  imperfect 
means  and  with  warped  material: 
and  do  not  expect  too  much.  Train 
yourself  to  think  that  mortals  are 
(after  all)  only  working  out  their 
nature.  There  are  folk  who  could 
no  more  be  magnanimous,  truthful, 
frank,  downright,  than  they  could 
be  twelve  feet  high.  And  if  people 
are  bad,  they  deservie  great  pity 
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The  worst  punishment  of  the  shnf- 
fling,  malicions  liar,  is  in  the  fact 
that  he  is  such.     I  wish,  indeed, 
that  he  could  be  made  to  feel  this, 
and  take  it  in.     E^en  in  the  case 
of  devils,  who  are  not  merely  veiy 
bad   men,   but    persons   in  whom 
there  is  no  good  at  all :  probably 
their  chief  punishment  is  just  that 
they  are  what  they  are.  Let  ns  train 
ourselves  to  seek  for  excuses  for  the 
small  sinners  of  petty  actual  life. 
Let  us  seek  to  acquire  the  great 
faculty  (capable  of  cultivation)  of 
looking  the  other  way.     I  do  not 
mean  turning  the  other  page,  and 
finding  what  is  to  be  set  against 
the  offence  or   offences:   I   mean, 
when  there  is  a  disagreeable  object 
before  us,  which  ruffles  us  to  look 
at  and  think  of,  looking  away  from 
it :  looking  at  something  else,  or  at 
anything  else.     I  fear  that  charity 
and    cynicism    sometimes    reveal 
themselves  in  identical  manifesta- 
tion.     The  man  who  regards  hu- 
man   nature  with    an    easy-going 
contempt,  and  he  who  bears  with 
human  nature  with  a  divine  piiy, 
may  act  very  much  alike.  Per^ps, 
selfishly,  it  is  better  with  the  cynic. 
He  has  the  easier  mind.     I  feel  the 
difficulty  of  the  point  to  which  my 
argument  has  led  me.    It  may  con- 
duce to  peace  of  heart,  and  to  good 
digestion,  to  cast  an  amused  smile 
at  the  sneak,  with  the  reflection, 
Jtist  what  I  expected:   to  listen  to 
the  manifest  lie,  to  submit  to  be 
cheated,  to  look  upon  the  degraded 
drunkard,    and    merely  thii^.    Of 
course^  of  course.     But  I  fear  Mr. 
Carlyle    (who  has  been  my  chief 
study  for  a  year  past)  would  shake 
the  head  of  severity  over  all  this ; 
and  judge  that  the  ground  I  take  is 
low.    ML  I  say  is  that  we  must  try 
to  take  it,  unless  we  are  content  to 
be  as  the  broken-hearted  Jewish 
prophet,  cr3ring   aloud  out  of  his 
misery    against    evils    he    cannot 
mend. 

I  win  not  palter,  here,  with  God*B 
truth.    Though  the  keen  indigna* 


tion  may  tear  the  heart,  €iierB  are 
cases  in  which  we  do  well  to  be 
angry :  in  which  we  should  be  con- 
temptible creatures  if  we  fidled  to  be 
angiy,  and  bitterly  so.  We  daxe 
not  shade  off  the  eternal  difference 
between  Bight  and  Wrong.  We 
shall  not  sit  down  contentedly  in 
the  presence  of  any  evil,  injustice, 
or  dishonesty,  that  we  can  expose 
or  redress.  There  are  those  who 
will  call  us  Quixotic :  let  them.  We 
must  take  our  place  on  Qod*a  side 
against  all  the  works  of  the  Devil, 
and  fight  with  them.  And  every- 
thing wrong,  everything  unjust  and 
untrue,  is  what  I  mean  by  the  -work 
of  the  Devil.  K  we  are  -worth 
counting  at  all,  we  must  fly  at  it. 
As  Luther  said,  I  cannot  do  other- 
wise :  Ood  help  me.     Amen. 

I    did    not  intend   to  write  so 
gravely :  but  what  is  given  must 
be  said.      This    gentle  charitable- 
ness in  little  things  with  our  feUow- 
creatures'    failings  which    I    have 
been  advocating  on  selfish  grounds, 
must  not  degenerate  into  an  ignoble 
Epicureanism,   a  moral    Ckmna  he 
fashed:  the  same  despicable   spirit 
which  tolerates  dirt  and  imtidinesff 
and  foul  drains  and  close  rooms 
about  a  dwelling.     There  is  a  theo- 
logical distinction,  &miliar  in  ser- 
mons but  rare  in  actual  life,  which 
is  taken  between  the  offence  and 
the  offender :  If  it  could  be  managed, 
it  would  be  veiy  well  to  hate  the 
moral  evil,  but  be  merciful  to  the 
poor  wretch  that  does  the  sin.    And 
we  may  fitly  enough  be  thankful  if 
we  are  plac^  in  life  where  we  do 
not  see  too  much  of  that  evil,  so 
wretched  to  behold,  and  which  the 
individual  man  can  do  so  little  to 
do  away.    For  it  is  through  con- 
currence of  many  great  causes  that 
^preat  effects  come.    And,  just  as  it 
18  appointed  to  some  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  some  awful  accident  that 
kills  or  maims,  so  it  is  appointed  to 
others  to  be  set  face  to  face  with 
facts  which  make  life  along  and  fierce 
fight;  though  the  strife  be  miserable 
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while  it  lasts,  and  the  result  almost 
nothing.  All  honour  to  the  moral 
forlorn-hope  of  the  human  race  ! 

And  then,  while  we  are  thus  keen 
against  all  evil  and  wrong-doing, 
let  us  see  that  we  be  keen  against 
it  in  ourselves  as  well  as  in  others. 
This  reflection  may  help  us  the 
better  to  understand  the  theological 
distinction  lately  named.  If  we 
can  manage  to  like  ourselves  very 
well,  though  there  is  a  good  deal 
wrong  about  us,  why  not  others 
too  ?  Further,  let  us  bear  no  re- 
membrance of  personal  offences  :  let 
them  go  !  We  disapprove  a  man, 
not  because  he  knocks  up  against 
us,  but  because  he  knocks  up 
against  the  universe  and  its  laws. 
And  for  our  own  comfort's  sake,  for 
our  nervous  system's  sake,  as  well 
as  for  a  score  of  higher  reasons,  we 
shall  go  with  a  great  but  erring 
genius  concerning  whom  the  writer 
may  very  nearly  boast  that  he  was 
'nnrsed  upon  the  self-same  hill.' 

Then  gently  scan  your  fellow-man, 

Still  gentlier  sister-woman  : 
Though  they  may  gang  a  kennin'  wrang, 

To  step  aside  is  human. 

Then  at  the  balance  let's  be  mute ; 

"We  never  can  ac^nst  it : 
What's  done  we  partly  may  compute, 

Bat  know  not  what's  resisted. 

It  was  said,  early  in  this  disser- 
tation, that  the  counsels  of  content- 
ment contained  in  it  were  not 
addressed  to  rich  and  great  folk. 
But  an  exception  is  to  be  made 
here.  I  believe  that  the  most 
serious  subtractions  from  the  en- 
joyment of  those  who  have  wealth 
and  position  secured  to  them,  come 
through  the  offences  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  I  have  known  all  the 
pleasure  of  an  evening  in  a  mag- 
nifloent  dwelling  spoiled  and  made 
worthless,  because  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  estabhshment  would, 
with  ever  growing  wrath,  re-iterate 
to  his  wife  and  children  the  details 
of  a  small  piece  of  impertinence  he 
had  received  that  afternoon  from  a 
small  former.      That  petty  offence, 
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not  worth  thinking  of,  ruined  the 
enjoyment  of  a  healthy  and  united 
family,  gathered  in  most  pleasant 
outward  circumstances  at  the  kindly 
Christmas- time  in  a  lovely  sCene. 
And  not  the  dukedom  nor  the  gar- 
ter, not  the  historic  line  nor  the 
profuse  revenue,  not  even  the  use- 
ful and  honoured  life  given  to  all 
good  works,  has  been  able  to  cheer 
the  prince  whoso  tenantry  have 
presumed  at  election-time  to  vote 
not  according  to  his  views  but  ac- 
cording to  their  own.  Happy  it 
would  be  for  that  magnate  of  the 
earth  if  he  could  persuade  himself 
that  no  offence  has  been  done  hiili  t 
that  he  unreasonably  expected  what 
he  had  no  right  to :  and  that  only 
his  own  unreasonable  expectations 
have  brought  this  disappointment 
under  which  he  chafes  so  sorely. 
No  man,  so  much  as  he  who  has  all 
the  materia]  good  this  world  can 
give  him,  needs  to  gain  the  gift 
of  bearing  patiently  with  the  wrong- 
doings, or  what  he  esteems  the 
wrong- doings,  of  mortal  men.  It 
was  terrible  when  Mordecai,  by 
refusing  to  touch  his  hat,  nullified 
all  the  innumerable  worldly  advan- 
tages of  a  Prime  Minister  in  de- 
parted days.  It  is  nearly  as  bad 
when  a  pack  of  unmannerly  block- 
heads, by  hooting  a  princely  carriage 
as  it  drives  through  an  ill-conducted 
little  town,  can  irritate  the  prince 
to  an  unthankful  ferocity.  The 
prince  should  have  interpreted  the 
act  rightly.  He  should  have  re- 
membered that  this  is  merely  the 
pecuhar  fashion  in  which  certain 
folk  desire  to  express  that  on  cer- 
tain intricate  questions  of  domestic 
politics  they  hold  a  view  which 
they  desire  should  be  strongly 
distinguished  from  the  view  held  by 
the  prince.  To  a  cultivated  mind, 
the  peculiar  mode  of  expression  is 
repulsive:  but  then  it  ought  in 
fairness  to  be  remembered  that  the 
unmannerly  blockheads  of  the  little 
town  did  not  possess  cultivated 
minds  and  never  had  the  chance  of 
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possessing  them,  and  could  only 
express  themselves  according  to 
their  actual  condition.  There  is  a 
homely  Scotch  proverb  apposite  to 
the  occasion:  it  runs  as  follows: 
What  can  ye  expect  of  a  sow  hut  a 
grumph? 

Let  us  sum  the  matter  up.  We 
shall  not  allow  ourselves  to  get 
angry,  if  we  can  help  it.  We  shall 
not  fever  and  fret  ourselves,  and 
twist  the  delicate  machinery  of 
thought  and  feeling.  Not  if  we  can 
help  it,  without  turning  hypocriti- 
cal sneaks,  and  pretending  to  ac- 
quiesce in  what  all  right  men  must 
loathe,  like  the  bishops  who  toadied 
George  IV.  of  Brentford.  Let  us 
proceed  to  lesser  counsels,  whole- 
some for  such  as  would  modestly 
enjoy  this  life. 

Let  a  comprehensive  counsel  be 
stated.  Make  the  most  of  little  con- 
solations: little  mild  satisfactions. 
Try  hard  to  keep  up  your  interest 
in  the  little  details  which  make  up 
the  round  which  is  daily  life.  Al- 
ways have  some  little  concern  on 
hand,  to  occupy  the  mind  that 
craves  occupation ;  to  gently  cheer. 

It  is  a  great  thing  to  have  some 
little  work  always  going  forward. 
Only  by  experience  will  you  really 
understand  how  a  very  little  thing 
done  faithfullv  every  day  will  in 
the  process  of  days  mount  up  to  a 
great  sum.  If  you  are  a  human 
being  who  can  write  (to  write  is 
the  great  consolation  of  some),  then 
write  even  one  page  a  day.  The 
days  pass :  the  pages  accumulate : 
they  grow  inte  something  very  con- 
siderable. And  what  is  written,  is 
written.  It  abides  :  you  have  some- 
thing to  show  for  your  work.  It  is 
a  vexing  thing  in  the  work  of  many 
men,  that  a  great  deal  of  it  just 
does  the  thing  needful  for  the  day, 
and  leaves  no  permanent  trace. 
Even  to  get  a  matter  inte  your 
memory,  is  an  intangible  possession : 
still  more  is  it  an  immaterial  and 
imponderable  acquisition  te  have 
trained  yourself  te  a  moral  habit. 


But  pleasant  and  substantial  are 
the  covered  pages :  that  is,  if  you 
know  you  have  done  them  te  the 
very  best  of  your  ability.  Though 
not  a  soul  on  earth  may  think  them 
good :  though  even  you  keenly  see 
their  faults ;  there  is  a  true  and 
sweet  satisfaction  in  that  last 
thought.  There  is  nothing  on  this 
earth  so  beautiful  as  the  smile  upon 
the  face  of  Duty!  Something 
faithfully  done  is  somehow  inex- 
pressibly cheering.  And  then, 
work  takes  the  mind  off  itself.  The 
mill  must  go  :  give  it  grist  to  grind, 
or  it  must  grind  itself.  One  good 
thing  about  a  task  of  writing  is, 
that  when  lying  awake  at  night, 
instead  of  thinking  over  a  hundred 
worrying  and  anxious  thoughts, 
you  will  involuntarily  be  rumin- 
ating your  subject,  and  trying  to 
see  your  way  farther  through  it. 
When  Chalmers  rose  in  the  morn- 
ing, he  had  often  done  all  his  task 
of  writing  for  that  day :  and  noted 
it  in  a  few  shorthand  lines  in 
pencil. 

Blessed  be  Beading !  It  is  the 
next  consolation  te  writing.  Some- 
times one  is  better :  -sometimes  the 
other.  Here  teo  let  us  avail  our- 
selves of  the  fact  that  the  accom- 
plished task  is  so  pleasant.  We 
must  not  read  all  for  pleasure ;  any 
more  than  do  anything  else  only  for 
pleasure,  if  we  desire  to  get  pleasure 
out  of  it.  Let  there  be  some  solid, 
grave,  weighty  work  of  which  we 
make  out  the  fixed  number  of  pages 
each  day :  thus  improving  what  we 
call  our  mind,  and  earning  the  satis- 
faction of  real  work  done  as  we 
close  the  volume  with  a  thankful 
sigh.  Let  it  be  recorded,  that  he 
does  not  know  what  eujoyment  can 
be  got  out  of  books  who  reads  them 
from  the  book-club.  Doubtless  there 
are  many  books  which  ought  to 
be  read,  which  it  suffices  to  read 
thence.  But  that  you  may  gloat 
over  a  book,  feel  that  you  must 
read  it  thoroughly  and  diligently, 
and  come  to  regard  it  as  a  friend 
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always  at  hand  and  never  weari- 
some, it  must  be  your  own.     Nor 
will  it  do  to  have  inherited  it :    you 
must  have  bought  it;  and  bought 
it  oat  of  somewhat  scanty  means. 
It  may  in  great  measure  do  to  have 
got  it  as  a  present:  but  the  first 
books  of    the    handsome    hbrary, 
bought  from     the    poor   student's 
small  purse,  or  the  little  surplus  of 
the  ssdary  of  the  poor  curate,  re- 
maiQ  to  the  end  precious,   as  tall 
copies  and  sumptuous  editions  com- 
ing afterwards  can  never  be.  Yet  it 
is  ever  pleasant,  if  you  have  the  right 
spirit:    it  is   wonderfully  cheering 
and  brighiening ;  when  the  parcel, 
in  its  thick   wrappings    of  brown 
paper,  arrives  from  the  distant  city, 
conveying  its   dehghtful  store.     A 
duke    cannot    carry  his  parcel  of 
books  into  his  Hbrary,  and  open  it 
for  himself:     his   dignity   forbids, 
and  be  is  too  great  a  man  to  care 
for  these  little  things :  he  has  not 
cue  tenth  of  the  enjoyment  in  his 
books  that  the  poor  country  parson 
sbares.      Pleasant  to  bear  in  the 
beavy  square  burden :    to  set  it  on 
a  strong  table  (slight  ones  will  not 
avail) :  to  cut  the  thick  strings  that 
tie  it  up:  to  open  up  the  envelop- 
ing sheets,  brown,  ^thick,  specially- 
flavoured:      to^    reach     the     fresh 
volumes,  with  the  grateful  aroma  of 
new  paper  and  binding  :  to  examine 
each  with  careful  interest :  then,  on 
successive    evenings,    to    cut    the 
leaves   with    a    very  large    ivory 
paper-knife.     While  more  exciting 
joys  pall  on   the   maturing  mind, 
tmg  will   ever  grow  in  its  power. 
I«t  the  event  described  occur  fre- 
quently, but  not  too  frequently.  To 
be  precise,    about    once    in    three 
weeks.     What  part  of  the  fdmi- 
ture  of  a  house,  in  proportion  to  its 
cost,  affords   ihe   real   satisfaction 
that  hooks  impart  ?     For  a  hand- 
some easy  chair  covered  with  mo- 
rocco you  pay  ten   guineas:    will 
that  chair  cheer  you  in  depression 
aud  sorrow  as  would  ten  guineas' 
worth  of  books  ?  I  trow  not.     It  is 


no  doubt  a  grand  end,  much  de« 
sirable  by  the  wise  man,  that  hia 
dwelling  be  so  sumptuously  decorated 
and  his  entertainments  so  handsome 
that  his  friends  shall  go  home  and 
abuse  him.  But  excellent  as  these 
things  are  to  the  well-regulated 
mind,  it  is  better  still  to  cast  the 
eye  on  the  kindly  rows,  and  lov- 
ingly to  pull  out  a  volume  hero  and 
there,  and  let  it  carry  you  to  a 
purer  air  than  that  of  your  hum- 
drum life,  and  to  a  range  of  thought 
that  your  moderate  brain  can  ap- 
preciate but  could  never  create.  If 
you  would  have  more  enjoyment  in 
life  this  year  than  last,  buy  more 
books,  and  read  them.  And  if  you 
do  not  understand  about  books 
yourself,  consult  some  friend  who 
does  know  before  making  your 
purchases.  Ah,  the  frightful  edi- 
tions the  writer  has  seen,  in  grand 
bindings,  upon  the  tables  of  the 
ignorant  rich  ! 

The  writer  has,  in  this  magazine, 
years  ago,  expatiated  at  great  length 
upon  a  thing  which  is  a  precious  se- 
cret of  modest  content,  and  which 
need  be  no  more  than  named  here : 
It  is  a  rigid,  all-reaching,  habitual 
tidiness.  Keep  your  books,  spe- 
cially, in  perfect  order  and  thorough 
repair.  .  You  cannot  afibrd  leather 
bindings :  and  cloth  binding  in 
these  days  is  generally  sufficient  and  " 
handsome.  But  it  has  a  weak 
point:  the  comers  of  the  boards, un- 
tended,  will  grow  ragged.  Tend  them 
diligently.  Have  in  a  drawer  a  small 
cup  of  tenacious  gum :  and  never  see 
a  comer  beginning  to  get  frayed  with- 
out instantly  putting  it  right.  There 
is  a  real  and  innocent  pleasure  in 
putting  a  thing  right  which  was 
wrong.  A  tinge  of  the  moral  element 
is  here  :  in  correcting  the  smallest 
error  you  are  ranging  yourself  on 
the  right  side  in  the  great  fight  of 
the  great  universe.  And  you  will 
have  your  reward.  What  you  do  as 
to  the  corners  of  your  books,  do  to 
everything  else  to  which  your  power 
reaches :  lesser  and  greater.   It  will 
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cbeer  you  wonderfiilly,  when  few 
other  things  will. 

Post-time,  rightly  regarded  and 
managed,  is  to  the  wise  and  modest 
an  unfailing  interest.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  it  brings  the  painful  shock 
to  whose  recurrence  we  must  try  to 
be  resigned.  But  if  you  maintain 
a  considerable  intercourse  with 
friends  you  seldom  see,  by  the  fre- 
quent letter,  many  days  will  bring 
pleasant  communications  which  will 
greatly  cheer.  The  anonymous  let- 
ter will  amuse  :  do  not  read  such  if 
you  know  they  will  do  other  than 
amuse.  Sometimes  such  are  very 
malignant:  sometimes  well-meant, 
though  of  doubtful  wisdom;  like 
one  the  writer  lately  received,  cau- 
tioning him  that  the  author  of  such 
essays  as  one  he  contributed  to  the 
December  Fraser  was  *  in  danger  of 
hell-fire.'  Thanks  to  the  friendly 
sender :  though  he  (or  she)  must 
have  sadly  misread  that  little  paper 
before  coming  to  a  conclusion  so 
startling.  The  volume  by  post,  a 
good  deal  knocked  about:  the  news- 
papers, many  in  number,  for  people 
of  modest  means  can  afford  these  no  w : 
the  trenchant  weekly,  preserved 
and  bound,  which  has  mounted  up 
into  that  long  shelf  of  dark-calf 
folios  with  red  edges,  which  nobody 
would  buy :  the  other  day  twenty- 
two  volumes  of  it  (only  in  cloth 
indeed)  sold  by  auction  for  seven- 
teen shillings:  all  these  enter 
into  the  life  of  the  household 
through  that  bronze-covered  slit  in 
the  outer-door,  large  enough  to  re- 
ceive a  magazine.  And  sometimes 
letters  bearing  unfamiliar  postage- 
stamps  from  foreign  lands :  almost 
all  very  cheering.  Make  much  of 
post-time:  more  than  heretofore. 
Encourage  all  correspondence :  un- 
less indeed  the  two  or  three  daily 


invitations  to  take  shares  in  some 
new  company  (limited),  whose  pro- 
jectors are  plainly  quite  unlimited, 
in  various  undesirable  ways.  If  you 
have  not  spoiled  your  nerves  by 
stimulante  which  coarsen  and  de- 
grade, here  will  be  a  daily  series 
of  sensations. 

Have  these  counsels  seemed  self- 
ish?    Is   all  this  a  cheap   Epicu- 
reanism, within  the  reach  of  poor 
folk  ?      The  range  I  have  allowed 
myself  in  these  pages  may  indeed 
be  in  some  measure  obnoxious  to 
such  condemnation.     But  if  life  be 
the  grave  and  awful  thing  we  have 
found  it  to  be,  in  its  surroundings, 
tendencies,  and  issue,  may  we  not 
be    permitted,    in    little    harmless 
ways,   to  cheer  ourselves   in  quiet 
times :  knowing  that  often  the  ut- 
most effort  will  be  needed,  and  the 
heavy  pang  be  felt  ?     No  one  will 
dream  that  these  things  here  said 
are  all.    But  they  are  real  (to  some 
people)  so  far  as  they  go.     Beyond 
these,  let  us  try  ever  to  get  out  of 
ourselves:    let  us  keep  a  kind  in- 
terest in  others.      Though  we  are 
growing  older,  and  getting  travel- 
stained,  it  is  pleasant  to  think  that 
all  the  world  is  yet  fresh  with  the 
glory  of  its  youth  to  the  little  chil- 
dren.     Pussy  philanthropy  is    (to 
some)  most  irritative:  in  some  cases 
even    disgusting,    when  it   loudly 
proclaims   all   it  does  and  a  good 
deal  it  never  did.     But  stay :  we 
are  not  to  be  angry:    though  the 
sham  doer  of  good,  sounding  his 
cracked    trumpet    in    the     street, 
is   a    sight  to   stir    the   wrath   of 
angels.     But  to  quietly  by  word  or 
deed  help  or  cheer  another,  is  sin- 
gularly   cheering    and    helpful   to 
one's  self:     Not,  indeed,  if  it  he 
done  with  an  eye  to  that  reward. 
A.  K.  H.  B. 
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THE  PEKING  GAZETTE. 
By  Sik  Rutherford  Alcock,  K.C.B. 


rIS  oflBlcial  organ  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  China,  like  its  con- 
temporary the  London  Gazette^  is 
not  a  paper  usually  taken  np  for 
light  reading  and  amusement.  Both 
are  regarded  as  mere  vehicles  for 
the  announcement  of  appointments, 
promotions,  and  translation  to  difier- 
ent  posts  of  those  who  are  em- 
pbyed  in  the  public  service  ;  facts 
and  events  possessing  little  interest 
to  any  but  the  persons  immediately 
concerned.  Yet,  as  regards  our 
own  GazettCj  it  would  be  easy  to 
show  that,  apart  from  what  is  more 
strictly  departmental  and  official, 
connected  with  the  services  and  the 
administration  of  justice,  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  matter  calculated  to 
convey  information  of  the  highest 
ralne  to  any  student  of  national 
progress  and  development.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  to  some  future 
Macaulay  or  Grote  a  file  of  the 
London  Gazette  for  the  year  1872 
wonld  be  a  mine  of  precious  mate- 
rials as  to  the  contemporaneous 
events  of  the  period.  Long  before 
the  time  arrives  for  the  New 
Zealander  to  take  his  seat  on  the 
mined  arches  of  London  Bridge,  a 
series  of  Gazettes  for  a  decade  of 
this  nineteenth  century,  if  disin- 
terred and  calendared  by  the  energy 
of  some  future  Master  of  the  Rolls, 
might  prove  as  valuable  as  any  of 
the  calendars  proceeding  from  the 
same  source,  which  all  students  of 
onr  national  history  read  now  with 
80  much  avidity  and  interest.  The 
Gazettes  supply  a  great  deal  of 
anthentic  information  not  always 
to  be  obtained  elsewhere,  or  in- 
vested with  the  same  authority. 
Many  fiEWjts  which  seem  to  us  now, 
too  insignificant  to  claim  a  mo- 
loenfc's  attention,  may  serve  here- 
after to  give  point  and  brilliancy  to 
a  gener^  retrospect  of  the  habits, 


character,  and  institutions  of  a  by- 
gone age.  In  this  point  of  view 
the  Peking  Gazette  presents  some- 
thing of  analogy.  Inasmuch  as  the 
distance  which  separates  the  eastern 
half  of  Asia  from  Europe,  the 
isolation  in  which  the  Chinese  have 
dwelt  from  the  most  remote  ages, 
and  the  difficulties  interposed  by 
their  hieroglyphic  and  imperfectly 
known  language — prevent  the  best 
informed  Europeans  obtaining  any 
familiar  acquaintance  with  the  coun- 
try or  the  people.  Their  institu- 
tions and  habits  of  thought  or  ac- 
tion, together  with  the  social  and 
political  condition  of  the  present 
day,  come  to  us  only  as  through 
a  mist  of  ages.  Or  something  so 
similar  in  eflect,  that  in  reading  the 
announcements  of  the  Peking  paper, 
and  endeavouring  to  gain  from  them 
some  accurate  conception  of  the 
actual  state  of  the  nation,  and  the 
administrative  machinery  of  the 
Government,  we  have  to  fill  up  the 
gaps  in  the  information  afforded,  by 
reference  to  independent  sources. 
We  must  follow  up  the  clues  given 
in  its  columns  to  other  fields,  often 
widely  apart,  in  order  to  make  out 
the  true  meaning  of  the  disjointed 
facts  as  they  are  scattered  over  the 
columns  without  connection  or  ex- 
planation. Just  as  our  imaginary 
student  of  the  disinterred  London 
Gazettes  will  have  to  work  in  the 
next  century,  if  he  would  turn 
them  to  good  account,  and  make 
them  yield  the  ore  from  which  cur- 
rent coin  may  be  minted.  How 
much  future  historians  may  find 
in  the  pages  of  the  London  Gazette^ 
turned  over  by  so  few  of  the  pre- 
sent generation, — ^to  enlighten  and 
instruct  our  descendants,  is,  perhaps, 
never  realised.  Yet  the  political 
and  social  changes  so  unceasingly 
going  on  in  this  and  nearly  evewf 
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otber  country — both  east  and  west 
— together  with  the  shifting  canons 
of  international  law  and  the  rela- 
tions of  Civilised  States  with  each 
other  and  the  Eastern  races  alike, 
have  all  some  signal  indications 
in  our  own  Gazette,  International 
arbitration,  as  a  substitute  for  war, 
has  a  large  place  in  the  papers  of 
the  Geneva  arbitrators,  to  which 
whole  supplements  have  been  given 
up.  A  new  commercial  treaty  with 
iVance,  and  cancelled  stipulations  of 
a  treaty  with  Russia,  as  outcomings 
of  the  great  wars  of  the  last  ten 
years,  find  their  place,  and  afford 
clues  to  the  great  shiflings  of  old 
landmarks,  and  other  fundamental 
changes  of  international  relations 
and  polity.  Wars  and  Arbitration 
courts, — the  two  great  instruments 
for  the  arbitrement  of  national 
quarrels  and  differences — which  have 
played  so  prominent  a  part  in  the 
history  of  Europe  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  will  have  to  be 
studied  in  all  their  bearings  in 
other  records  than  the  Gazette  sup- 
plies. But  not  the  less  is  it  true 
that  its  columns,  falling  under  the 
notice  of  any  competent  explorer, 
would  afford  all  the  indications 
necessary  to  direct  attention  to  the 
events  and  their  consequences,  and 
show  the  necessity  of  further  inves- 
tigation.  Thus  in  regard  to  our  own 
insular  institutions  and  progress, 
the  London  Gazette  will  not  tell 
future  historians  how  we  regulate 
our  parks,  and  govern  in  police  and 
other  municipal  matters.  But  it  will 
furnish  some  facts  about  Hyde  Park 
meetings,  Mr.  Ayrton*s  Regulations, 
aad  police  strikes,  which  cannot  fail 
to  suggest  thoughts  about  the  effi- 
cienCy  of  our  governing  system,  and 
point  to  the  necessity  for  more  satis- 
factory information.  The  often  re- 
curring strikes,  and  the  contest  be- 
tween labour  and  capital  in  every 
business  and  industry — firom  mines 
to  gas  works,  for  relative  shares  of 
profit  and  pleasui-e,  may  find  but 
veiy  imperfect  record  in  the  Gazette 'y 


yet  enough  is  there  to  awaken  inter- 
est and  to  send  him  in  quest  of  more 
knowledge.  Thus  we  see  clearly 
that  the  value  of  our  own  Gazette 
to  future  enquirers  will  not  lie  in 
any  detailed  account  of  events  and 
their  causes.  Nor  indeed  in  any 
actual  revelations  but  in  indica^ 
tions  suggesting  conclusions,  and 
the  direction  in  which  fuller  infor- 
mation, confirmatory  or  otherwise, 
may  be  looked  for,  to  account  for 
incidents  and  actions  only  glanced  at 
indirectly,  or  very  partiaUy  recorded. 
So  it  is  with  the  Peking  Gazette. 

Whoever  looks  therefore  to  this 
collection  of  State  Papers,  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  in  the  year, 
for  materials  wherewith  to  compile 
a  satisfactoiT  record  of  the  passing 
history  of  the  nation,  such  as  our 
Annual  Register  was  intended  to 
supply,  will  be  woefully  disappointed. 
The  perusal  of  the  Gazette  to  our 
students  in  China  is  chiefly  valuable, 
as  Mr.  Wade  pointed  out  many  years 
ago,  not  for  what  it  gives — apart 
from  style  and  literary  composition 
— but  for  the  curious  knowledge 
of  different  kinds,  and  larger 
information  which  they  must  pro- 
vide themselves  with  as  they  pro- 
ceed from  other  sources,  in  order 
to  comprehend  what  they  read  in 
its  columns. 

At  first  sight  nothing  can  be  less 
inviting  than  the  columns  of  the 
Gazette,  or  less  promising  of  useful 
information  to  a  foreign  student  of 
Chinese  institutions  and  govern- 
ment. Those  on  whom  the  task 
devolves  of  translating  and  sum- 
marising the  successive  numbers, 
are  apt  to  indemnify  themselves 
for  the  irksome  and  seemingly  use- 
less task  by  such  utterances  as 
these : — 

The  Feking  GaeeiU  gives  us  the  im- 
pression either  that  very  litde  of  the  least 
importance  ever  takes  place  in  the  Empire, 
or  that  all  the  important  memoriahi  and 
decrees  are  suppressed.  There  must  be 
something  far  more  interesting  to  chronicle 
than  pnenlities  about  eods  and  FenC'Shm, 
or  discussions  about  Sie  merits  of  insig- 
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oificant  mandarins  in  the  mogt  out-of-the- 
way  districts.  Yet  this  is  for  the  most 
part  what  the  Gazette  contains,  and  there 
was  nerer  therefore  a  grosser  blunder  made 
about  China  than  was  made  by  the  writer 
of  an  article  in  the  Quarterly^  to  the  efifect 
that  more  valuable  illustrations  of  Chinese 
political  and  social  institutions  might  be 
drawn  from  one  year's  scrupulous  transla- 
tion of  the  Peking  Gazettes  than  from  any 
other  source. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  such  sweep- 
ing denunciations,  those  who  are 
best  qnahfied  to  make  a  proper  nse 
of  sach  information  as  the  Gazette 
conveys,  have  come  to  the  same 
conclusion  as  the  much  condemned 
writer  in  the  Quarterly,  And  we 
propose  to  show  in  the  following 
pages  that  it  is  quite  true,  more 
valuable  illustrations  of  political 
and  social  institutions  maybe  drawn, 
and  a  clearer  insight  may  be  ob- 
tained of  the  actual  working  of  the 
governing  machinery  by  a  careful 
study  of  the  PeJcing  Gazette  than 
from  any  other  source. 

The  near  approach  of  the  time 
when  the  *  Audience  *  question  must 
once  more  be  brought  on  the  tapis 
at  Peking,  may  tend  to  render  such 
contribations  to  our  knowledge  of 
Peking  parties  and  the  intern al 
condition  of  the  country,  so  wretch- 
edly misgoverned  by  the  present 
rulers,  more  interesting  than  they 
would  be  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances. In  any  other  country  the 
marriage  of  the  youthful  Emperor 
— now  some  17  years  old — would 
carry  with  it,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
the  declaration  of  his  majority,  and 
the  assumption  of  the  reins  of 
government.  But  it  by  no  means 
followed  that  such  should  be  the  case 
imder  existing  circumstances  in 
China.  Although  he  has  been  en- 
dowed with  more  wives  than  either 
David  or  Solomon  possessed,  and  a 
supplementary  harem  with  eunuchs 
worthy  of  an  Eastern  court, — it 
seemedmorethan  likely  until  the  last 
advices,  that  the  declaration  of  his 
majority  might  be  still  further  delay- 
ed, if  not  deferred  indefinitely.   The 


Dowager  Empress  (not  the  Empress, 
mother  of  the  young  Sovereign)  is 
reported  to  be  very  little  disposed 
to  giva  up  her  power ;  and  having 
shown  herself  in  the  coup  d'etat 
which  inaugurated  the  boy's  reign 
some  ten  years  ago  a  bold  and 
determined  wotnan,  the  Council  of 
Regency,  of  which  she  is  the  head, 
might  well  hesitate  to  depose  her. 
On  the  occasion  referred  to,  the 
members  of  the  Regency  she  put 
aside  lost  their  heads  as  well  as  their 
offices,  within  the  space  of  twenty- 
four  hours.  Moreover,  the  Anti- 
Foreign  party  among  the  Ruling 
classes  generally,  and  most  of  the 
high  officers  at  Peking,  are  strongly 
opposed  to  any  concession  that 
would  bring  the  Representatives  of 
foreign  powers  face  to  face  with  the 
Emperor.  Without  any  of  the 
genuflexions  and  head-knockings 
indispensable  at  the  Court  of  Pe- 
king, as  a  recognition  of  the  un- 
approachable Majesty  and  supreme 
power  of  the  *  Lord  of  all  the  Earth,* 
one  of  the  many  high-sounding  titles 
arrogated  for  their  Sovereign,  it 
would  in  their  eyes  be  a  desecration. 
It  is  this  pretension  to  Supremacy 
and  Universal  Dominion,  which 
constitutes  the  main  obstacle  to 
any  direct  intercourse  with  the 
Emperor,  or  access  to  his  presence, 
on  the  part  of  the  Foreign  Repre- 
sentatives. To  receive  them  with- 
out abject  prostrations  would  be 
for  the  Emperor  to  abandon  claims, 
practically  relinquished  and  no  lon- 
ger obtruded  in  any  other  form,  but 
which  are  still  maintained  in  prin- 
ciple. It  would  be,  in  the  eyes  of  his 
own  subjects,  to  descend  from  the 
pinnacle  of  greatness  on  which  the 
Celestial  Empire  and  the  Son  of 
Heaven,  its  Ruler,  have  been  hitherto 
placed  alike  by  tradition  and  na- 
tional worship.  The  Chinese,  both 
Rulers  and  People,  are  naturally 
dogged  and  obstinate  as  they  are 
arrogant.  There  is  little  prospect, 
therefore,  of  their  ever  voluntarily 
relinquishing  these  absurd  preten- 
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sions  ;  and  thej  are  quite  capable  of 
risking  another  war  rather  than 
give  way.  All  the  vast  expenditure 
which  has  so  long  been  going  on, 
for  the  creation  of  naval  arsenals 
and  dockyards,  at  Foochou  under 
Frenchmen,  at  Shanghae  under 
Americans,  and  at  Tientsin  under 
English  chiefly — has  been  incurred 
with  a  view  to  such  a  necessity  of 
resistance  arising.  The  arming 
of  the  Taku  forts  with  Krupp*s 
guns,  and  the  Peiho  river  with 
torpedos  of  newest  construction  and 
most  destructive  powers  —  with 
many  other  preparatory  measures, 
plainly  indicate  such  anticipations. 

They  also  point  to  a  menace  of 
serious  resistance,  and  the  gradual 
growth  of  the  same  spirit  which  led 
Yehy  the  ill-fated  governor- general 
at  Canton,  to  treat  us  with  defiance 
as  outside  barbarians.  The  same 
spirit  which  led  the  late  Emperor's 
councillors  to  try  the  fortune  of 
war  a  second  time  in  1859,  when 
they  first  repulsed  our  squadron 
under  Sir  James  Hope  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Peiho ;  and  again  in 
i860,  when  they  were  defeated — 
rather  than  allow  a  British  Minister 
to  take  up  his  residence  at  Peking. 
An  article  in  the  December  number 
of  the  Gornhill  on  the  armaments 
in  China,  is  well  calculated  to  show 
the  extent  of  this  preparation. 

With  such  a  prospect  before  us, 
the  present  gleanings  from  the 
Peking  Gazette,  and  the  glimpses 
they  give  of  the  actual  condition  of 
the  country  as  well  as  the  governing 
influences  at  work,  may  not  be 
without  interest. 

It  will  be  well,  however,  that  the 
reader  should  start  with  some  pre- 
liminary knowledge  of  the  origin 
and  history  of  the  Peking  Gazette — 
of  the  editorial  as  well  as  of  the  other 
conditions  under  which  it  is  issued. 
It  is  not  attractive  in  outward  ap- 
pearance. Each  number  forms  a 
pamphlet  stitched  in  a  dingy  yellow 
wrapper,  and  is  some  seven  inches 
n  length  by  four  in  width.     The 


Gazettes  are  of  variable  thickness  ; 
sometimes  a  number  consists  of 
twenty  and  at  other  times  of  forty 
pages,  in  that  resembling  its  London 
brother.  They  are  very  coarsely 
printed  on  miserable-looking  paper 
of  the  flimsiest  material.  So  much 
so,  indeed,  that  the  characters  show- 
through  on  both  sides,  to  the  conci- 
sion of  the  reader,  and  remind  one 
of  Miss  Stanbury's  description  of 
the  Penny  Press,  to  which  her 
nephew  Hugh,  so  much  against  her 
will,  contributed — *  radical  abomin- 
ations printed  on  straw.' 

Mr.  Wade,  now  her  Majesty's 
Minister  in  China,  tells  us  in  an 
interesting  and  valuable  paper  On 
tJie  Condition  and  Government  of 
the  Chinese  Eyyqnre,  which  was 
printed  for  private  circulation  in 
1849 — ^^^  materials  for  which  were 
chiefly  derived  from  the  Peking 
Gazette — that  tradition  assigns  it  a 
birthplace  under  the  Sung  Dynasty 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  tenth  cen- 
tury of  our  era. 

It  is  the  oflBicial  organ  of  the 
Chinese  Government  and  Court. 
A  Court  Journal  and  Gazette 
combined.  It  is  the  only  newspaper 
or  journal  of  any  kind  in  circulation 
throughout  the  Empire.  This  re- 
markable fact  is  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Medhurst,  her  Majesty's  Consul  at 
Shanghae,  in  his  truthful  little  book 
on  China,  recently  published. 
He  remarks  that  the  press,  which 
holds  so  important  a  position 
in  western  countries,  can  hardly 
be  said  to  be  known  there.  He 
speaks,  however,  of  the  Peking 
Gazette  in  terms  of  greater  dis- 
paragement than  is  justified  in  my 
opinion.  He  says  it  contains  no 
original  matter  of  any  kind,  which 
is  very  far  from  the  fact,  unless  he 
means  editorial  matter.  It  may  be 
true  enough  that  *  public  opinion 
finds  no  expression  in  its  pages  save 
through  the  State  Papers  which  it 
contains.*  But,  as  he  himself  adds, 
some  of  these  *  are  not  wanting  in 
outspoken  criticism  both  of  depart- 
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ment6  and  individuals,  and  at  times 
even  of  the  Imperial  Court  itself. 
In  this  respect,  at  any  rate,  it  may 
be  said  to  be  £Ehr  in  advance  of  our 
early  London  Qazeite^  which'  never 
contained  any  intelligence  that  it 
did  not  suit  the  purposes  of  the 
Court  to  publish.'  We  are  apt  to 
forget  that  less  than  a  century  2^ 
there  was  no  newspaper  in  this 
country  which  supphed  leaders  or 
Miy  other  information  which  now 
constitutes  their  chief  value. 
Clearly,  then,  the  Pehing  Gazette  is 
not  80  &r  behind  the  age  after  all. 
And  if  it  circulates  outspoken  criti- 
cisms on  abuses  in  the  administra- 
tion, or  the  wrong-doings  of  high 
officers,  and  even  of  the  Emperor, — 
it  may  well  afford  valuable  informa- 
tion to  all  who  seek  to  understand 
the  condition  of  the  country  and  the 
abuses  in  its  Gtjvemment. 

The  strangeness  of  the  fact  re- 
mains, to  which  Mr.  Medhurst 
directs  attention — that  *  the  country 
in  which  the  art  of  printing  was 
earhest  known,  and  in  which  Htera- 
tore  has  had  an  undoubted  and 
influential  sway  for  many  centuries, 
should  at  this  moment  be  the  only 
one  amongst  nations  making  any 
pretence  to  civilisation  in  which 
the  press  has  no  place  as  a  vehicle 
of  opinion.'  *  It  is,*  he  says,  *  the 
more  remarkable  since  the  Chinese 
are  essentially  a  reading  people,  and 
show  their  appreciation  of  news- 
papers by  the  avidity  with  which 
ihe  two  or  three  native  papers  issued 
by  the  Shanghae  Foreign  presses  are 
read,  and  by  the  eagerness  with 
which  they  seek  to  have  the  articles 
in  English  papers  translated  for  their 
information.' 

China,  however,  is  not  quite  alone 
in  this  respect,  as  Mr.  Medhurst 
would  infer,  for  Japan  has  been  still 
more  remarkable  in  not  even  pos- 
sessing an  official  Gazette  previous 
to  the  late  revolutionary  changes. 
Its  nearest  western  neighbour  — 
*iid  the  western  Power  most  like 
Cluna  in  extent  and  the  Asiatic 


character  of  its  population — Russia, 
cannot  boast  very  much  over  China 
in  this  particular.  It  has  a  news-  ' 
paper  press  indeed;  but  as  to  organs  * 
of  public  opinion,  we  suspect  there 
are  few  allowed  to  publish  censures 
of  the  Emperor  and  his  Govern- 
ment. Neither  do  we  share  Mr. 
Medhurst's  conviction  *  that  there  is 
nothing  that  would  tend  more  surely 
and  speedily  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
Chinese  Government  and  people  to 
a  true  sense  of  the  advantages  of 
Western  commerce,  progress,  and 
civilisation,  and  prepare  the  way 
for  more  extended  and  friendly 
relations  with  foreigners,  than  a  few 
well-conducted  newspapers  in  the 
native  language,  and  as  a  channel  for 
effecting  the  change,  would  prove 
more  acceptable  to  the  people  them- 
selves.' *  Credit,'  he  adds,  *  is  due 
to  the  partial  attempts  which  have 
already  been  made  in  this  directiod 
at  Shanghae,  but  the  publioations 
turned  out  are  sadly  lacking  in  the 
composition  and  style  which  are 
needed  to  ensure  general  acceptance 
with  the  reading  public' 

We  are  by  no  means  convinced 
that  these  anticipations  are  well 
founded,  even  *  if  a  few  well-con- 
ducted newspapers  in  the  native 
language  *  could  be  established ; 
but  we  are  quite  sure  that  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  are  quite  in- 
superable  in  this  generation.  The 
fastidious  taste  of  the  literati  and 
educated  classes  in  China  to  which 
Mr,  Medhurst  alludes,  in  matters  of 
style  and  composition  could  only  be 
met  by  one  of  themselves.  And  they 
know  nothing  worth  communicating 
to  Chinese,  who  have  already  the 
writings  of  Confucius  and  Mencius, 
their  own  classics — ^with  endless 
commentaries,  each  more  unin- 
telligible and  confusing  than  its 
predecessor,  as  is  the  manner  of 
commentators  both  East  and  West. 
With  their  present  education  and 
system  of  examination — the  cur- 
riculum by  which  alone  they  can 
achieve  distinction  or  enter  official 
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life — ^the  masters  of  style  and  com- 
position in  Chinese  can  have  nothing 
original  to  put  into  a  paper.  With- 
out a  foreign  education  in  addition, 
they  would  make  sorry  newspaper 
editors,  however  perfect  their  style. 
Their  absolute  ignorance  of  all  the 
science  of  the  west,  and  the  whole 
range  of  knowledge  to  which 
western  nations  owe  their  progress 
and  civilisation,  is  an  insuperable 
bar  to  their  co-operation.  On  the 
other  hand,  no  foreigner — Sinalogue 
or  Missionary — can  have  any  pre- 
tension to  write  with  such  perfect 
conoimand  of  the  Chinese  language 
as  to  make  his  information  accept- 
able to  the  natif  es,  and  especially 
to  the  educated  classes.  It  is  to  be 
feared,  therefore,  that  if  the  *  eyes  of 
the  Chinese  Government  and  people 
are  not  to  be  opened  to  a  true  sense  of 
the  advantages  of  western  com- 
merce, progress  and  civilisation, 
and  more  extended  and  firiendly  re- 
lations with  foreigners' — ^until  *a 
few  well-conducted  newspapers  are 
established  in  the  native  language  * 
— these  desirable  results  are  likely 
to  be  a  long  time  in  coming.  I  do 
not  understand  how  a  thoroughly 
well-informed  writer  like  Mr.  Med- 
hurst,  well  versed  in  the  Chinese 
language,  and  knowing  therefore 
the  impossibility  of  securing  the 
one  essential  condition  of  success, 
could  offer  a  suggestion  so  mani- 
festly impracticable. 

The  ease  with  which  a  reading 
and  intelligent  people,  with  a  great 
love  of  gossip,  have  dispensed  with 
a  newspaper  press  for  so  many 
centuries,  without  apparent  con- 
sciousness of  a  want,  is  also  a  matter 
of  remark,  if  not  an  argument  against 
Mr.  Medhurst's  theory.  A  news- 
paper and  a  periodical  press  is  un- 
doubtedly an  engine  of  real  power 
in  disseminating  ideas,  giving  in- 
formation and  developing  opinion. 
That  nations  must  make  more  rapid 
progress  in  civilisation  with  such 
assistance  than  without  it  cannot 
admit  of  question.     But  we  may 


see  in  the  experience  of  the  Chinese 
and  the  facts,  undoubted  evidence 
of  the  possibility  of  a  nation  num- 
bering, not  millions,  but  hundreds 
of  millions, — cultivating  literature, 
educating  each  rising  generation  to 
a  certain  literary  standard,  and  de- 
veloping great  industrial  powers 
and  mechanical  skill,  as  well  as 
governing  capacity,  without  the  aid 
of  newspapers,  Radical  or  Conser- 
vative !  Yet  they  are  a  people  as 
avid  of  news  as  were  the  Athenians 
of  old,  and  seek  it  in  every  street- 
comer  and  tea-shop — inventing  it 
when  not  otherwise  to  be  had. 
The  Chinese  tea-shops  are  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  French  cafes,  and  play 
the  same  part  in  Chinese  life  as  great 
centres  of  intercourse,  but  only  for 
the  lower  and  trading  classes.  Less 
luxurious  than  those  of  the  French, 
they  are  quite  as  crowded  by  eager 
disputants  and  talkers,  who,  over  a 
pipe  of  the  mildest  tobacco  and  an 
endless  number  of  cups  of  the  very 
weakest  tea,  will  pour  out  a  flood  of 
loquacity  which  no  Frenchman  could 
beat,  and  this  for  hours  together 
untiringly. 

But  if  China,  with  a  population 
far  exceeding  that  of  Europe,  if  we 
may  place  any  reliance  on  such  im- 
perfect statistics  as  reach  us  from 
Chinese  sources,  has  managed  to 
exist  and  thrive  without  a  news- 
paper press  for  more  centuries  than 
any  other  surviving  nation  can 
count  in  its  history — and  to  satisfy 
the  natui-al  craving  of  the  human 
mind  for  knowledge  by  other  means, 
it  is  difficult  to  understand  how 
the  Government  of  so  vast  a  tern- 
tory  has  succeeded  in  its  task  of 
governing.  Without  the  facilities 
afforded  by  railroads  or  telegraphic 
wires  for  rapid  communication,  it 
would  seem  almost  incredible  d 
priori  that  they  could  succeed  so 
well.  The  necessity  of  directing 
and  controlling  the  officials  ad- 
ministering eighteen  provinces,  each 
larger  and  more  popTdoos  than  many 
European  kingdoms,  and  of  keeping' 
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up  constant  comnmnication  between 
tne  Central  authority  and  the  pro- 
vinces, would  seem  to  tax  the 
largest  governing  or  administra- 
tive powers.  The  work  has  been 
done,  however,  without  the  aid  of 
steam,  electricity,  or  newspaper 
correspondents  and  press  ; — done, 
upon  the  whole,  not  unsatisfactorily. 
For,  despite  frequently  recurring 
insurrections,  and  the  prevalence 
of  great  abuses  everywhere — patent 
and  known  to  the  multitade — 
the  Chinese  have  been  held  together 
in  the  bonds  of  a  common  nation- 
ality, rich  in  industrial  power  and 
resources,  happy  and  contented, — 
and  with  a  command  of  material 
comfort,  beyond  the  usual  average 
of  European  populations,  and  all 
this  under  one  supreme  and  central 
authority.  For,  often  as  the  dynas- 
ties have  changed  from  native  to 
Mongol  and  Mongol  to  Tartar  by 
turns,  there  has  been  no  disintegra- 
tion, once  the  several  parts  were 
welded  together  under  Genghis- 
Khan  and  his  successors.  Such 
results  as  these  are  of  a  nature  to 
claim  attention  from  the  most  ad- 
vanced of  European  States,  which, 
with  all  their  boasted  advantages 
of  superior  knowledge  and  a  higher 
civilisation,  have  not  always  been 
able  to  achieve  so  much  in  the  way 
of  national  unit}^  order,  and  de- 
velopment. With  these  facts  before 
us,  I  venture  to  invite  our  readers 
to  follow  me  as  we  turn  over  the 
leaves  of  the  Peking  Gazette,  the 
Montieur  of  the  Government,  and 
the  sole  newspaper  of  the  people, 
for  some  traces  of  the  means  more 
or  less  secret  and  mysterious,  by 
which  ends  so  vast  have  been  com- 
passed, with  instruments  apparently 
so  primitive  and  inadequate.  But 
there  may  be  something  more 
subtle  both  in  the  influences  em- 
ployed and  the  actual  machinery 
in  operation  than  Europeans  have 
hitherto  been  disposed  to  beheve. 
In  that  case  it  may  well  be  that 
they  are  only  to  be  recogpiised  by 


those  who  acquire  some  power  to 
read  between  the  lines  of  many  of 
the  seemingly  arid  announcements 
of  the  Gazette,  and  extract  from 
them  a  meaning  not  apparent  on  the 
surface,  and  only  to  be  found,  in- 
deed, by  the  help  of  a  key  to  be 
sought  elsewhere. 

The  Peking  Gazette  differs  from 
its  London  contemporary  in  being, 
at  most,  a  semi-official  publication, 
A  small  office  in  the  Palace  exists 
in  which  it  is  the  business  of  those 
employed  in  it  to  make  copies  of 
the  decrees  of  the  day,  and  forward 
them  to  the  Boards  and  other  offices 
in  the  city  which  they  may  respec- 
tively concern.  The  employes  in 
this  office  have  been  allowed,  by 
long  custom,  to  make  private  extra 
copies  of  such  decrees  or  memorials 
as  the  authorities  do  not  forbid  to  be 
made  public.  These  they  distribute 
on  the  evening  of  their  issue  to 
subscribers  in  Peking,  the  money 
reahsed  being  the  perquisites  of  the 
small  officials  in  the  office.  Such 
copies  are  all  in  manuscript,  and 
about  ninety  are  made  each  day. 
Amongst  the  subscribers  are  certain 
printing-houses,  who  print  in  the 
form  of  a  small  pamphlet  whatever 
seems  to  them  important.  The 
printed  copies  thus  made  are  sold 
for  about  one-tenth  of  the  cost  of 
the  manuscript  copies,  and  have  an 
extensive  circulation  in  the  Capital 
and  throughout  the  Provinces. 
Each  province  or  set  of  provinces 
has  an  agent  in  Peking  to  look 
after  the  printing  and  despatch  of 
the  Gazettes  to  their  constituents. 
The  agent  has  a  semi-official  recog- 
nition, and  occasionally,  in  case  of 
merit,  receives  a  Government  re- 
ward. 

The  Gazette  is  therefore  a  very 
incomplete  record  of  the  public 
business,  as  it  contains  only  just 
so  much  as  the  authorities  choose 
shall  see  the  light.  As  regards  its 
genuineness  and  mode  of  publica- 
tion, it  bears  no  little  resemblance 
to  the  published  reports  of  the  pro- 
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ceedings  in  Parliament.  It  also 
receives  occasionally  similar  official 
recognition,  as  the  high  provincial 
authorities  not  nnfreqnently  quote 
the  Gazette  as  the  source  of  infor- 
mation that  has  reached  them. 

The  Gazette  consists  of  three 
parts. 

1.  Kung-Men-CK ao  or  Gop]j  of 
the  Palace  Gate,  answering  in  a 
way  to  the  *  CouH  Journal.' 

This  is  a  daily  account  of  the 
offices  and  officers  on  duty,  of  pre- 
sentations, of  grantings  of  sick  or 
other  leave,  of  the  movements  of 
the  Emperor  to  temples,  &c. 

2.  The  Shang  Yil,  or  Imperial 
Decrees.  These  decrees  are  either 
spontaneous  from  the  throne  or  in 
answer  to  memorials  presented  to 
his  Majesty.  The  greater  part  of 
them  are  appointments  of  officers 
to  posts  civil  and  military.  The 
Emperor's  decrees,  are  described  by 
one  of  the  most  competent  judges 
of  this  kind  of  composition,  to  be 
*  remarkably  business-like  produc- 
tions.' 

The  following  is  the  judgment 
given  by  Mr.  Wade,  the  authority 
to  whom  I  refer :  '  The  represen- 
tation of  the  subject  entitled  to 
address  him  is  immediately  acknow- 
ledged by  a  brief  memorandum 
signifying  that  his  Majesty  is  in- 
formed of  the  matter  communicated, 
or  has  referred  it  to  the  proper  Court 
or  Board.  After  a  sufficient  inter- 
val his  reply  is  published,  dealing, 
as  far  as  he  is  informed,  legally  and 
flensibly  with  the  case  or  measure 
submitted  to  him,  and  in  language 
as  plain  and  concise  as  that  of  the 
memorial  is  inflated  and  tautologi- 
cal.' 

3.  The  Tsow  Poo,  or  Memorials 
from  High  Officers  to  the  Throne. 
This  is  much  the  bulkiest  part  of 
the  Gazette.  Such  of  the  memo- 
rials as  have  not  been  answered  by 
previous  decrees  have  •  a  rescript 
added,  giving  his  Majesty's  ap- 
proval or  disapproval,  or  a  reference 
to  the  proper  Board. 


If  the  visitor  at  Peking  extend 
his  researches  into  the  Chinese  city, 
and  ever  peijetrate  into  one  of  the 
narrow  side  streets  near  Lieu-lU 
chang,  the  Paternoster-Row  of  the 
capital,  he  may  pass  the  door  of 
one  of  the  offices  whence  the  printed 
copies  are  issued.  This  is  the  quar- 
ter of  book-sellers,  and  their  asso- 
ciate instruments,  bookbinders  and 
wood-engravers.  On  entering  the 
shop,  cases  of  wooden-cut  charac- 
ters may  be  seen  ranged  against 
the  wall,  and  sorted  according  to 
the  number  of  strokes  in  each. 
Some  of  frequent  occurrence  toge- 
ther are  arranged  as  double  cha- 
racters, such  as  *  Imperial  edict,' 
Mandarin  titles,  the  official  title 
of  the  reign,  &c.  About  a  dozen 
of  these  printing  offices  suffice  to 
issue  several  thousand  copies,  fix)ni 
whence  they  are  distributed,  as  in 
London,  to  their  customers,  or  de- 
spatched in  batches  to  the  different 
provinces.  But  these  offices  are  all 
private,  and  trust  to  the  sale  of 
copies  for  their  reimbursement  and 
profits.  For  six  dollars  a  year 
the  Pekinese  may  keep  himself 
posted  up  in  all  that  the  Govern- 
ment thinks  it  desirable  he  should 
know  as  to  its  acts,  or  the  course  of 
events  in  the  provinces.  Or  he  may 
hire  his  Gazette  for  the  day,  and 
return  it  if  he  does  not  approve  of 
the  cost  of  purchasing.  The  various 
changes  which  the  mechanical 
means  used  for  producing  the  print- 
ed copies  have  undergone  within 
the  last  century  are  curious  illus- 
trations of  the  tendency  to  run  in 
old  grooves,  even  after  innovations 
have  been  seemingly  accepted. 

In  the  last  century,  in  Kienlung's 
time,  it  appears  there  were  copper 
movable  types  in  the  Palace — pro- 
bably obtained  through  the  Jesuit 
Fathers —with  which  some  large 
works  were  printed.  Later,  wax  tab- 
lets were  introduced  for  printing  the 
Gazettes;  but  these  about  the  year 
1820,  it  is  said,  were  exchanged  for 
the  movable  wooden  types  now  used. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


The  *  Feking  Gazette: 


263 


Yet  dnring  the  last  thirty  years 
nothingwonld  have  been  easier  than 
to  import  from  Hongkong  a  font  of 
metal  type,  with  a  great  saving  of 
labour  and  increase  of  distinctness. 
The  whole  system  of  Chinese 
education  has  scarcely  any  higher 
object  than  to  teach  the  student 
how  to  write  State  Papers.  They 
are  always  regular  in  their  mode  of 
composition,  and  written  with  a 
rigid  regard  to  certain  conventional 
forms  in  respect  to  phraseology. 
With  regard  to  what  shall  be  made 
public,  great  precautions  are  taken 
to  prevent  any  papers  not  approved 
by  the  Cabinet  appearing  in  print. 
Notwithstanding  which,  it  is  well 
understood  that  many  documents 
which  never  appear  in  the  circu- 
lated copies  of  the  Gazette^  can  be 
obtained,  even  at  the  Palace  gate,  for 
a  consideration. 

Of  the  true  value  of  this  collec- 
tion of  State  Papers^  some  seven 
or  eight  hundred  in  the  year  as 
has  been  stated,  two  opposite  opi- 
nions have  very  generally  been 
held  by  those  whose  business  it  has 
been  to  master  more  or  less 
thoroughly  their  contents.  Mr. 
Wade,  perhaps  the  best  authority 
from  his  long  and  patient  study  of 
all  such  official  sources  of  informa- 
tion, says,  speaking  of  the  Gazette 
and  the  papers  curculated  in  its 
pages,  that  '  The  administration  of 
the  laws,  the  changes  suggested  in 
the  penal  and  other  codes,  the  state 
of  the  revenue,  political  movements, 
within  or  beyond  the  limits  of 
China  proper,  and  the  general  treat- 
ment and  estate  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  vast  portion  of  Asia  over 
which  the  Imperial  Government 
asserts  dominion,  are  all  in  their 
turn  discussed  or  alluded  to  in 
these  despatches,  from  which,  and 
the  rejoinders  to  them,  we  gather 
the  only  intelligence  of  contem- 
poraneous events  which  may  at  all 
claim  the  merit  of  authenticity.' 

Another  writer  speaking  evidently 
with  some  practical  knowledge,  takes 


a  wholly  different  view.  Moved 
perhaps  by  the  weariness  of  spirit 
which  whole  columns  of  mere  ver- 
biage and  the  stilted  phraseology 
of  many  of  the  memorials  are  so 
well  calculated  to  create.  The  art 
of  stringing  together  sentences  void 
of  sense  is  not  seldom  practised 
to  perfection  in  these  documents. 
While  the  genius  of  mendacity  and 
humbug  revels  in  the  most  in- 
genious circumlocutions.  The 
following  critique  extracted  from 
a  Shanghae  paper  of  great  ability, 
the  Cycle y  is  amusing  as  an  outspoken 
expression  of  the  frankest  con- 
demnation— 

In  the  stilted  and  artificial  composi- 
tions that  ordinarily  go  to  make  up  a 
G-azctte^  the  Emperor  leads  the  way.  We 
will  not  multiply  examples  of  Imperial 
homage  paid  to  the  genius  of  humbug,  but 
will  take  the  first  instances  that  come  ta 
hand.  Thus  Kka.  kino  in  1813  ascribed 
the  disturbances  in  the  capital  and  the 
provinces  to  *the  low  state  of  his  virtue 
and  his  accumulated  imperfections.'  He 
described  himself  as  following  the  traces 
of  his  pencil  with  tpars.  Indeed,  Kba. 
KINO  seemed  rather  to  take  a  pride  in 
humbling  himself,  and  issued  several  public- 
confessions.  Tag  kuano  {Ch.  Rep.  i.,  236)^ 
on  the  occasion  of  a  long-continued  drought, 
published  a  memorial  which  he  had 
reverently  presented  to  Imperial  Heaven, 
praying  forgiveness  for  his  ignorance  and 
stupidity,  and  power  to  amend  in  the 
future,  'for  myriads  of  innocent  people 
are  involved  by  me,  a  single  man.  Mv  sins 
are  so  numerous  that  it  is  difficult  to 
escape  from  them.  I  am  inexpressibly 
grieved  and  alarmed/  Following  such 
illustrious  examples  we  find  high  officials 
representing  that  age,  or  infirmity,  or 
ignorance,  prevents  them  from  fulfilling 
their  duties.  A  censor  quoted  in  the  Middle 
Kingdom  speaks  of  himself  as  'a  weak 
old  horse,  unable  by  the  exertion  of  his 
whole  strength  to  recompense  the  ten- 
thousandth  part  of  the  Imperial  benevo^ 
lence.'  And  so  Ts£no-kuo-fan  in  the 
memorial  extracted  by  us  last  week,  pic- 
tures his  past  career  as  that  of  a  child 
'tottering  along,*  and  solemnly  enume- 
rates all  the  failures  in  his  administration. 
It  is  impossible  to  believe  that  these  cun- 
ningly composed  sentences  are  anything 
more  than  words.  The  ex-viceroy  of  ChihU 
knows  as  well  as  the  Court  or  as  foreigners, 
that  whatever  the  estimation  may  be  in 
which  his  talents  are  held,  he  does  possess 
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great  and  yaried  talents.  Bat  the  form 
has  to  be  gone  through.  It  is  the  *  honour 
of  being  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant '  over  again,  and  in  a  Chinese  dress. 
Sensibly,  however,  he  lays  most  stress  upon 
his  age  and  infirmities,  and  signifies  very 
distinctly  that,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned, 
pressing  personal  considerations  have  ob- 
literattni  all  desire  for  office,  and  all  ambi- 
tion further  to  serve  his  Imperial  master. 

All  this  is  true  enough  as  giving 
one  and  the  most  common  aspect  of 
the  Peking  Gazette,  Even  in  this 
last  paragraph  however  we  have 
an  instance  of  how,  from  a  seem- 
ingly empty  and  verbose  memorial 
from  a  Viceroy  to  the  Throne  there 
might  at  the  time  have  been  val- 
uable information  extracted,  not 
otherwise  attainable  with  equal  cer- 
tainty. At  that  date  it  was  by  no 
means  void  of  importance,  even  to 
the  foreign  communities,  nor  other- 
wise insignificant,  that  one  of  the 
most  influential  of  the  high  offi- 
cers in  China  should  give  such 
pressing  indications  of  his  desire 
to  retire  from  public  life.  He  is 
dead  now  ;  but  during  his  life, 
and  not  a  twelvemonth  before  this 
memorial  appeared  in  the  Gazette, 
his  action  in  the  revision  of  the 
British  and  other  treaties,  exercised 
great  influence  upon  the  long  pro- 
tracted negotiations.  What  might 
be  his  personal  aims  or  ulterior  in- 
tentions as  to  the  continuance  of 
his  service  were  not  then  or  at  any 
later  period  without  a  certain  in- 
terest to  foreign  powers,  from  the 
influence  he  exercised  at  Peking 
and  upon  the  Tsungli  Yam^n  or 
Foreign  Board. 

Moreover  the  very  form  in  which 
this  Viceroy  draws  up  his  representa- 
tions, the  object  of  which  is  to 
obtain  his  release  from  the  labours 
and  responsibilities  of  office — which 
in  China  extend  to  life  and  for- 
tune— has  a  special  interest  in  its 
reference  to  the  theory  of  paternal 
relations  between  the  sovereign  and 
his  subjects.  To  the  maintenance  of 
this  in  fall  vigour  has  been  as- 
cribed,  not  unjustly  perhaps,  the 


long  continuance  of  the  Chinese 
Empire  despite  of  so  many  disrup- 
tive forces,  both  physical  and  po- 
litical— inundations,  famines,  and 
rebellions  in  a  never  ending 
series.  The  paternal  relation  not 
only  of  the  Sovereign  Head  but  all 
in  authority  under  him,  over  the 
multitudes  whom  they  govern  goes 
far  beyond  a  mere  demand  for 
obedience  from  the  subject  to  the 
laws  promulgated.  It  demands 
*the  surrender  of  all  individual 
right  to  decline  a  public  charge 
however  perilous  and  unremunera- 
tive.*  Nor  can  this  stretch  of 
authority  be  altogether  treated  as 
despotic  while  the  plea  is  the  wel- 
fare of  the  *  black-haired  myriads ' 
whose  claims  upon  the  parental  and 
pastoral  care  of  their  rulers  is 
peremptorily  insisted  upon,  when 
those  on  whom  the  duties  of  a  re- 
sponsible office  have  devolved  would 
fain  escape  from  its  obligations. 

But  having  now  cleared  the 
ground  of  the  objection  that  the 
Peking  Gazette  has  no  claim  on 
our  attention,  and  given  some  ex- 
planation of  its  general  character 
and  mode  of  circulation,  I  will 
proceed  without  further  delay  to 
give  a  few  illustrations  of  the  kind 
of  information  to  be  found  in  its 
pages ;  and  I  hope  to  show  that 
they  are  anything  but  barren  either 
of  amusement  or  instruction,  to 
those  who  take  any  interest  in  the 
social  and  political  institutions  of 
an  empire  in  every  way  so  remark- 
able, and  a  people  but  very  imper- 
fectly understood  yet,  although  the 
foremost  and  most  civilised  of  the 
ancient  races  which  have  covered 
Asia  from  the  prehistoric  period. 
I  will  begin  with  a  file  of  gazettes 
for  1868-70,  adding  as  I  pro- 
ceed the  commentary  necessary  to 
show  the  information  they  can  be 
made  to  yield  to  readers  already  in 
possession  of  the  knowledge  needed 
to  supplement  what  has  been  with- 
held, and  correct  what  is  erroneous. 

The    following    memorial     from 
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Chwng  Haw,  of  more  recent  date 
than  any  I  am  about  to  produce,  will 
beet  serve  as  an  example  in  point. 
When  on  his  way  to  France  on  his 
mission  of  apology  after  the  Tientsin 
massacre,  and  before  taking  his  de- 
parture from  Hong  Kong  for  Europe, 
this  high  officer  (a  fair  type  of  the 
better  order  of  Chinese  statesmen) 
addressed  a  memorial  to  the  Em- 
peror requesting  him  to  confer  some 
mark  of  approval — not  upon  deserv- 
ing officers  or  good  administrators 
— but  the  Qi^een  of  Heaven  as  a 
reward  for  the  way  in  which  she 
had  recently  looked  after  the  grain 
junks  upon  the  coast.  The  follow- 
ing maybe  taken  as  a  free  translation 
appearing  in  one  of  the  local  news- 
papers at  Shanghae. 

Chung  How  reports  that  haviog  for 
many  years  filled  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent  of  Trade,  he  has  had  constant 
opportunities  of  observing  to  what  an  ex- 
tent coasting  craft  and  the  ships  from 
Fnkien  and  Kuangtung  depend  upon  the 
grace  of  the  Queen  of  Heaven,  each  ve^el 
having  on  board  a  tablet  inscribed  to  her. 
In  obedience  to  the  Imperial  will,  your 
filave  is  now  departing  for  foreign  coim- 
triefl,  having  already  ^jassed  by  seven  pro- 
vinces, namely,  Chihli,  Shantung,  Ki- 
angsu,  Chekiang,  Fukien,  and  Kuangtung. 
During  this  passage  he  has  observed  that 
all  along  the  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  li 
of  coast  which  bounds  the  empire,  the 
people  everywhere  derive  their  support 
from  labour  on  the  sea.  Whether  they 
are  fishermen  or  salt  collectors,  they  work 
day  and  night  in  tempest  and  amid  the 
waves.  Therefore  it  is  especially  necessary 
to  invoke  the  mercy  of  the  sacred  spirit  on 
their  behalf.  The  importance  of  the  traffic  by 
sea  is  enormous,  whether  between  the  ports 
or  with  foreign  countries,  whence  warlike 
stores  of  all  kinds  are  brought  to  supply  our 
wants.  This,  indeed,  demands  even  greater 
attention  than  the  industry  of  the  people ; 
wherefore  it  is  begffed  that  an  honourable 
epithet  may  be  con&rred  upon  the  goddess, 
«id  that  offerings  may  regularly  be  made 
at  her  altars,  whereby  the  people  will  be 
led  to  display  increased  reverence  for  her. 

The  memorial  is  chiefly  interest- 
ing as  an  evidence  of  two  important 
facts,  well  known  and  appreciated 
by  Chung  How.  iThe  increasing 
necessity  for  resorting  to  foreign 


steamships  for  the  transport  of  rice 
to  Tientsin — and  the  importance  of 
conciliating  the  native  shipping  in- 
terests suffering  from  the  perma- 
nent sudden  displacement  of  capital, 
and  the  numbers  of  a  sea-faring  po- 
pulation thrown  out  of  employment. 
These  take  to  piracy  as  a  means  of 
subsistence  and  a  natural  alternative, 
as  did  the  sea-kings  of  old  amoiig 
onr  Norse  ancestors. 

To  a  superficial  reader  there 
would  very  likely  be  nothing  in  this 
memorial  worthy  of  attention  fur- 
ther than  an  evidence  of  folly  and 
superstition  which  is  usually  as- 
sumed by  foreigners  to  be  the 
common  characteristics  of  the  race. 
But  to  anyone  better  informed  as 
well  as  more  thoughtfully  disposed, 
what  does  it  say  ?  Chung  How 
many  years  employed  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Trade  at  the  Northern 
ports,  has  naturally  had  his  atten- 
tion fixed  on  the  maritime  affairs  of 
the  empire,  and  to  the  trade  on  the 
coast  more  especially.  The  vital 
importance  to  Peking  of  annual 
supplies  of  tribute  rice  from  the 
provinces  for  the  support  of  its 
population,  no  Chinese  official  can 
overlook.  And  ever  since  the  grand 
canal  has  been  partially  destroyed 
for  the  navigation  of  large  junks, 
now  many  years  ago,  the  Court 
has  been  obliged  to  trust  to  the 
more  precarious  means  of  transport 
supplied  by  sea-going  junks.  Of 
late  years  the  aid  of  steamers  has 
been  found  essential,  and  this  has, 
no  doubt,  borne  hardly  on  the 
owners  of  junks  and  their  crews. 

The  desire  to  propitiate  these  by 
an  evidence  of  interest  in  their  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  is  the  true 
motive  and  meaning  of  the  memo- 
rial. That  a  Chinese  high  officer 
should  seek  this  end  by  showing 
honour  to  the  *  Queen  of  Heaven ' — 
rather  than  any  real  boon  to  the 
junk  population,  is  susceptible  of  a 
double  interpretation.  Either  he 
himself  shares  in  the  superstition  of 
his  countrymen,  and  in  a  devout 


Digitized  by 


Google 


256 


The  *  PeJcing  Gazette: 


[February 


spirit  thus  sought  to  aid  them — or 
as  a  Statesman  above  sach  supersti- 
tions, he  is  yet  willing  to  avail  him- 
self of  its  existence  in  others  to  in- 
fluence their  minds, — and  at  no  cost 
to  himself  confer  a  cheap  benefit  or 
favour  to  which  they  attach  some 
value.  But  assuming  the  first  to  be 
the  true  one,  is  there  anything  more 
foolish  or  superstitious  in  a  Chinese 
high  officer  wishing  the  aid  of  the 

*  Queen  of  Heaven '  as  a  sacred 
spirit  able  to  assist — than  similar 
invocations  from  high  places  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  *  Queen  of  Heaven ' 
— or    in    Protestant  lands  to  the 

*  Lord  of  Hosts '  for  victory  over 


their  enemies  ?  or  for  rain  or  for 
fair  weather  ?  Another  memorial, 
of  Mu'tu-shan,  a  high  officer  on  the 
western  frontier,  prays  that  a 
temple  may  be  erected  to  tbe  god 
of  war  for  assisting  the  imperial 
troops  against  the  rebels  at  Kan- 
chow.  We  do  not  raise  temples  *  to 
the  God  of  Battles '  in  Europe,  but, 
as  just  observed,  it  is  common 
enough  in  telegrams  and  despatches 
announcing  great  victories, — to  take 
it  for  granted  that  God  was  on  the 
side  of  the  victorious,  and  to  give 
Him  the  glory.  Is  it  not  a  difference 
rather  in  name  than  in  fact  ? 
{To  he  continued.) 
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GUNS  AND  ARMOUR. 
By  CoMMANDElt  Wm>  Bawson,  R.N. 


*  rpHE  best  way  to  defend  yourbwu 
X  ships  is  to  attack  the  enemy 
Tigorously ' — snch,  in  effect,  was  the 
late  Admiral  Farragut's  advice  to 
the  United  States  Fleet  during  the 
American  Civil  War.  And  the  old 
Admirars  example  nobly  seconded 
the  precept,  as,  in  the  wooden  fri- 
^te  Hartford  he  fearlessly  led 
ids  wood-built  squadrons  through 
lines  of  torpedoes  and  floating  ob- 
structions, past  formidable  bat- 
teries, and  against,  even,  ironclad 
ships.  The  defensive  value  of  gun- 
powder smoke  was  well  illustrated 
when  passing"  between  long  lines 
of  batteries.  On  such  occasions. 
Admiral  Farragut  never  returned 
the  fire  in  heavy  shot  or  shell,  but 
in  clouds  of  grape,  which  annoyed 
his  opponents  and  distracted  their 
aim,  whilst  obscuring  the  sides  of 
his  ships  in  their  own  smoke. 

Snch  practical  lessons  in  real  war 
are  apt  to  be  forgotten  by  those  who 
measure  the  relative  values  of  ships 
by  the  thickest  portion  of  their  de- 
fensive armour,  without  respect  to 
their  powers  of  offence.  This  was 
not  the  way  in  olden  times.  Then, 
ships  were  deemed  worthy  a  place 
in  the  line  of  battle  not  because  of 
the  thickness  of  their  sides,  but  be- 
cause of  the  penetrating  powers  of 
their  ordnance.  The  frigate  was  ex- 
claded  from  the  line  of  battle  because 
carrying  12,  1 8,  or  24  pounders,  her 
shot  could  not  perforate  the  thick 
sides  of  the  larger  vessels  ;  and  hori- 
zontal shell  firing  had  not  yet  been 
introduced.  But  when  the  old 
Ghtton  was  armed  with  68  pounder 
carronades,  capable  of  making  8 
inch  holes  in  thick  wooden  sides  at 
close  quarters,  no  reason  existed  for 
denying  that  frigate  a  place  in  the 
line  of  battle. 

It  was  the  Americans  who  taught 
ns  that  frigates  might  have  as  thick 
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scantling  or  timbers,  and  carry  as 
heavy  ordnance,  as  ships  of  the  line. 
And  long  before  the  screw  steam- 
ship era  the  British  Navy  had  adopt- 
ed the  principle  that  every  vessel, 
large  or  small,  should  carry  guns  of 
equal  calibre,  differing  only  in  their 
number  and  in  the  ranges  at  which 
perforation  was  attainable.  One  of 
the  last  and  noblest  unarmoured  steam 
screw  line-of-battle  ships  was  the 
DuJce  of  Wellington^  a  three- decked 
ship  of  6,071  tons  weight,  ai'med 
with  131  guns.  But  many  steam 
sloops  of  war  and  gunboats  carried 
heavier  though  fewer  ordnance,  and 
no  steam  frigato  was  provided  with 
guns  of  less  calibre.  The  armaments 
were,  in  short,  so  arranged  that  a 
couple  of  frigates,  a  squadron  of 
sloops,  or  a  cloud  of  gunboats  might 
have  successfully  grappled  with 
a  hostile  two  or  three  decked  ship. 
It  was,  in  fact,  the  number  and  not 
the  size  of  the  guns,  much  less  the 
scantling  of  the  timbers,  which  de- 
termined a  ship's  place  in  the  line 
of  battle.  And  had  a  general  action 
occurred  in  the  steam- screw  wood- 
built  era,  no  admiral  would  have 
been  justified  in  ordering  the  fri- 
gates, sloops  and  gunboats  to  hold 
aloof  from  the  engagement. 

The  armaments  of  modem  ships 
are  no  longer  arranged  on  the  prin- 
ciples painfully  taught  us  by  the 
Americans  in  1 8 1 2  ;  but,  rather,  on 
the  system  which  prevailed  in  ante- 
cedent times.  So  that  British 
wooden  ships  are  expected  to  run 
away  from  hostile  ironclads,  how- 
ever thin  their  armour.  Only  one 
unarmoured  frigate,  the  Inconstant , 
could  come  successfully  out  of  such 
an  encounter.  The  captain  of  the 
Inconstant  would  certainly  deserve 
to  be  shot  if  that  ship  did  not 
thrash  such  foes  as  our  own  iron- 
clads   Zealous,   Warrior,  Minotaur^ 
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&c.,  or  at  least  if  lie  didn't  try 
to  do  BO.  But  he  might  well  be 
deterred  from  seeking  an  artillery 
encounter  with  the  Peter  the  Great, 
seeing  that  the  Inconetanfs  arma- 
ment could  not  perforate  the  Rus- 
sian's armour.  Similarly,  it  would 
be  madness  for  any  half-dozen  other 
British  unarmoured  frigates  to  enter 
upon  an  artillery  combat  with  the 
weakest  hostile  ironclad,  their  arma- 
ments being  gauged  for  perforating 
their  own  sides  rather  than  those 
of  possible  foes.  It  seems  from  this  to 
be  an  accepted  dogma  that  British 
unarmoured  frigates  shall  always 
decline  to  fight  hostile  ironclads. 
It  is  well,  however,  to  note  that  the 
foe  would  not  obtain  the  command 
of  those  seas  so  much  because  of  the 
thickness  of  his  armour,  as  because 
of  the  weakness  of  British  arma- 
ments. This  point  is  of  some  im- 
portance on  distant  seas,  as  we  can- 
not hope  to  have  British  ironclads 
at  every  possible  point  where  a  hos- 
tile armoured  ship  may  appear. 
And  it  is  simply  absurd  that  fifth- 
rate  powers  in  the  Pacific  or  South - 
em  Oceans  should  be  able  to  drive 
British  squadrons  from  their  shores 
by  the  action  of  single  ironclads. 

No  doubt  there  always  would  be 
great  risk  in  pitting  an  unarmoured 
ship  against  an  ironclad,  whatever 
their  respective  armaments  ;  but  in 
the  case  of  an  unmaritime  foe  the 
hardihood  involved  is  no  greater 
than  we  have  a  right  to  expect 
from  British  seamen.  If  Farragut 
could  successfully  lead  his  badly 
armed  wood-built  ships  against  bad- 
ly armoured  ironclads  manned  by 
Anglo-Saxons  like  himself,  surely 
British  seamen,  if  allowed  to  have 
well-armed  wooden  ships,  might  be 
expected  to  risk,  on  occasion,  an 
artillery  encounter  with  a  well- 
armoured  ironclad  belonging  to  cer- 
tain weak  naval  powers.  Seaman- 
like skill,  pluck,  and  historical  tra- 
ditions, will  always  stand  for  some 
inches  of  armour  ;  and  where  these 
happen  to  be   all  on   our  side,  no 


unnecessary  physical  impediment 
to  their  employment  ought  to  exist. 

When,  however,  '  Greek  meets 
Greek,  then  comes  the  tug  of  war  ;* 
and  when  the  British  seaman  meets 
*  a  foeman  worthy  of  his  steel,'  then 
he  may  fairly  take  into  account  the 
relative  thicknesses  of  the  opposing 
armour.  Nevertheless,  even  then, 
he  would  do  well  to  weigh  first  the 
respective  armaments.  Let  us  sup- 
pose two  hostile  ironclads  to  meet  on 
equal  terms  in  every  respect  except 
as  regards  their  armour  and  arma- 
ment. Let  the  guns  on  either  side 
be  capable  of  perforating  the  other's 
armour  at  the  extreme  hitmg  or  non- 
glancing,  angle.  Then,  it  matters 
comparatively  little  that  one  ship  is 
plated  a  couple  of  inches  thicker  than 
the  other.  But  it  would  matter  im- 
mensely if  the  ship  with  the  thinner 
armour  carried  the  weight  of  the 
missing  two-inch  plates  in  the  form 
of  extra  artillery.  K  by  throwing 
off  a  couple  of  inches  of  armour, 
double  the  number  of  heavy  guns 
capable  of  perforating  the  thicker 
plates  could  be  carried,  then,  equal 
skill  and  pluck  being  assumed,  the 
chances  of  victoiy  are  doubled. 

We  speak  now  simply  of  the  ar- 
tillery duel,  and  we  assume  what  is 
probably  true,  that  British  artille- 
rists are  ignorant  of  the  vulnerable 
points  of  hostile  ships,  and  would 
aim  as  though  all  parts  were 
equally  thickly  plated.  But  we 
need  hardly  point  out  that  future 
naval  combats  will  not  necessarily 
be  decided  invariably  by  artillery ; 
and  that  the  thickest  plates  cover 
a  very  small  portion  of  the  ship,  a 
portion  which  an  intelligent  gun- 
ner would  carefully  a,void  if  beyond 
the  perforating  powers  of  his  par- 
ticular weapon.  When  we  see  cerw 
tain  thickly  plated  ships  tenderly 
convoyed  by  more  seaworthy  vessels 
from  Sheerness  to  Portsmouth,  from 
Portsmouth  to  Portland,  and  back 
again  in  the  same  way,  at  midsum- 
mer and  after  careful  barometrical 
studies,  the  authorities  holding  their 
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breath  tiglitlj  when  such  ships  are 
outside  of  land-looked  harbours,  the 
proper  way  of  attacking  such  ves- 
sels in  the  open  sea  would  obviously 
not  be  by  artillery  fire.  Still,  the 
defensive  use  of  towing  torpedoes 
by  each  low-freeboard  ships  might 
save  them  from  being  run  over  by 
more  seaworthy  high-Hided  vessels, 
and  compel  an  unslalfdl  foe  to  rely 
exclusively  on  his  artillery.  It  is,  in- 
deed, on  the  assumption  that  naval 
torpedoes  will  be  defensively  em- 
ployed by  every  ship,  as  safeguards 
against  being  rammed,  that  the 
question  of  guns  and  armour  retains 
its  old  importance. 

The  imaginary  ironclads,  ArUUeV' 
ist  and  Architect^  differ  only  in  their 
armour  and  armament.  The  Archi- 
tect is  own  sister  to  the  Devastation, 
protected  by  12  inch  plates  and 
armed  with  four  35  ton  guns ;  and 
iheArUllerist  is  covered  with  10  inch 
plates,  but  armed  with  fourteen  35 
ton  guns.  These  guns  are  so  rifled 
thatthey  will  not  destroy  themselves, 
during  training  practice,  in  38  hori- 
zontal discharges,  but  are  capable 
of  enduring  a  well-contested  naval 
action.  Moreover,  as  such  mecha- 
nical rifling  has  not  '  decidedly  the 
lowest  velocities,'  and  does  not 
compel  the  employment  of  reduced 
cba^es  as  at  present,  the  35  ton 
gun  would  consequently  perforate 
the  12  inch  plate  at  an  angle  of  40"^ 
as  readily  as  it  would  the  10  inch 
plate.  Practically,  then,  both  ships 
are  equally  pervious  to  the  other's 
ordnance.  But  the  Artillerist  is  able 
to  discharge  fourteen  700  lb.  shells 
for  every  four  discharged  by  the 
Architect.  If  only  10  per  cent,  of 
each  discharge  prove  to  be  good 
Hta,  perforating  the  opponent's 
side,  the  advantage  will  still  be 
euormonsly  in  favour  of  the  AriiU 
lerist 

No  doubt  the  ArchitecVs  1 2  inch 
armour  would  stand  her  in  good 
stead  as  against  a  ship  armed  with 
Hgbter  ordnance;  and  so  long  as 
skips  are  armed  for  the  perforation 


of  their  own  sides,  and  not  for 
penetrating  those  of  any  enemy 
they  may  fell  in  with,  the  Architect* s 
defensive  superiority  is  advan- 
tageous. If,  however,  all  ships 
were  provided  with  35  ton  guns,  in 
number  proportioned  to  their  ton- 
nage, the  Architects  defensive 
superiority  would  be  of  small 
avail.  It  is  only  an  unmechanical 
rifling  which  limits  the  endur- 
ance and  size  of  guns.  If  this  ri- 
fling were  got  rid  of,  there  would 
be  no  reason  why  50  ton  guns  should 
not  be  built  to  perforate  24  inch 
plates ;  and  the  same  argument 
would,  therefore,  obtain  should  the 
Architect  be  clothed  in  armour  of 
double  thickness,  which  would  be 
penetrable  to  mechanically  rifled 
ordnance. 

The  questions  thence  arise :  Why 
should  not  the  Artillerist  be  stripped 
of  her  armour  2  inches  farther,  and 
have  that  weight  substituted  in 
guns  ?  and  What  is  the  limit  to 
this  diminution  of  armour  and  in- 
crease in  number  of  the  heaviest 
ordnance?  Obviously  there  is  a 
point  at  which  space  forbids  ad- 
ditional weapons  ;  and  there  is  also 
a  point  at  which  the  perforation  of 
the  less  heavy  guns  commonly 
carried,  say  the  12^  ton  guns, 
begins.  Again,  there  is  a  thickness 
of  armour  and  backing,  at  which 
the  perforating  700  lb.  shell  ceases 
to  do  the  maximum  of  destructive 
work.  Let  us  suppose  that  ex- 
perimental research  determines  8 
inch  armour  to  be  the  correct  via 
media.  Then  a  very  broad  short 
ship,  clothed  from  end  to  end  in  8 
inch  armour,  thinned  towards  the 
extremities,  and  mounting  about 
ten  35  ton  guns  on  each  broad- 
side, would  form  the  artillerist's 
ideal  of  an  extremely  off(Bnsive  iron- 
clad. 

The  artillery  duel  off  Portland,  on 
the  5th  of  July  last,  resulting,  as  it 
did,  in  the  signal  defeat  of  the  gun 
by  the  armour,  has  revived  the 
general  interest  in  this  question. 
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Artillerists,  netiled   at   the  public 
failure  of  the  gun,  have  set  them- 
selves to  work  to  explain  that  the 
system  of  rifling  which  is  officially 
reported    to   have   *  decidedly    the 
lowest  velocities  *  must  have  deci- 
dedly the  least  penetration.     And, 
critically  examining  the  unmecha- 
nical  contrivances  which  cause  the 
French  rifling  to  have  '  decidedly 
the  lowest  velocities,*  they  trace  it 
to  the  system  of  balancing  the  shot 
on  two  points  nearly  under  its  centre 
of  gravity,  and  of  concentrating  the 
rotatory  effort  upon  one  of  these 
points.     This  short  rifle-bearing,  as 
it  is  called,  fails  to  steady  and  to 
centre  the  projectile  in  the  barrel, 
and  the  irregular  motions  within 
the  gun  cause   the  absorption    of 
power,  as  evidenced  by  the  marks 
made  upon  the  bore,  upon  the  rifle- 
bearings,  and  upon  the  base  of  the 
shot.      Moreover,    these    irregular 
motions  greatly  increase  in  violence 
when    large    powder   charges    are 
employed,  causing  accumulations  of 
gases  behind  the  shot,  which  further 
enhance  the  irregularities.    To  limit 
these  motions   and  accumulations, 
the  powder  charge  is  reduced  far 
below  that  which  the  bore  could 
otherwise  usefully  consume,  with  a 
corresponding  diminution  of  velocity 
and  perforating  power.     If  the  shot 
were  free  to  escape  along  the  centre 
of  the  bore  without  thus  wedging 
its  rifle- bearings  over  the  edges  of 
the   grooves,   it    would    not    have 
*  decidedly  the   lowest  velocities ; ' 
and  the  artillery  duel  off*  Portland 
might  have  had   a  very  different 
result. 

However,  the  encounter  between 
the  25  ton  gun  of  the  Uotspur  and 
the  14  inch  plate  protecting  the 
front  of  the  Glattoii's  turret  does 
not  dishearten  artillerists.  True, 
neither  the  25  ton  nor  the  35  ton  gun 
can  at  present  employ  all  the  powder 
chey  could  usefully  bum.  True, 
they  have  *  decidedly  the  lowest 
velocities,'  and,  consequently,  strike 
weak  blows.     True,  they  have  \evy 


small   endurance,   and    cannot    be 
fired   continuously,    or    with   high 
elevations,  or  with  long  projectiles, 
lest  their  end  should  be  still  more 
untimely.     But  the  cause  is  evident 
and  removable.     The  able  Principal 
of  the  School  of  Naval  Architec- 
ture   told  the   British  Association 
that '  the  consent  of  all  mechanicians 
and  engineers  with  whom  he  had 
ever  conversed  was  absolutely  un- 
animous in  the  condemnation  of  the 
"  Woolwich  "  system  of  rifling,  and 
that  he  had  never  heard  any  serious 
defence  of  it.'      Nobody  has  aught 
but  praise  for  British-built  ordnance. 
Nobody  has  aught  but  blame  for  the 
misappHcation    of    power     within 
them.      Hardly  a  single  quarterly 
training  practice  takes  place  in  the 
British  Fleet  without  one  or  more 
of  the  heavier  guns  being  disabled 
whilst  discharging  eight  projectiles 
each  at  canvas  targets.     Yet  the 
guns   are  strong   enough,   and   no 
addition   of  metal   would    prevent 
these  mishaps.    The  rifle-bearing  is 
only  one  inch  in  each  groove,  whetJher 
the  shot  be  115  lbs.  or  700  lbs.  in 
weight.     Hence,  the  larger  the  gun 
and  its  projectile,  the  more  suicidal 
the  unmechanical  action  of  the  pro- 
jectile.    Thus  a  6^  ton  gun  may 
discharge  its   115  lb.   projectiles  a 
thousand     times     without     much 
injury ;   but  when   a   25   ton   gun 
does   so   200    times,    spread    over 
several  months,  at  low  elevations, 
and  with  reduced  charges  of  slow- 
burning  powder,  the  official  Manual 
of  Naval  Qunnery  records  the  fact  as 
*  proving  that  their  powers  of  en- 
durance are  most  satisfactory ' !  and 
when  a  12  inch  35  ton  gun  is  fonnd 
to  have  four  cracks  and  four  fissures 
in  the  grooved  part  of  the  bore, 
necessitating  its  being  rebuilt,  after 
only  38  slow  discharges  with  low 
elevations  and  short  projectiles,  a 
dozen  more  of  the  same  kind   are 
ordered   for  the   British   Navy    to 
fight  with. 

Though  the  gun  failure  at  Port- 
land was  far  more  attributable  to 
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that  system  of  rifling  which  *  has 
decidedly  the  lowest  velocities '  than 
to  the  resistance  of  the  14  inch 
armour,  it  must  be  observed  that  the 
conditions  of  the  experiment  were 
highly  favourable  to  the  artillerist. 
The  two  ships  were  fastened  to- 
gether at  a  carefdlly  measured  dis- 
tance of  two  hundred  yards ;  the 
water  was  smooth  as  a  mill-pond, 
the  air  without  a  breath,  the  plane 
of  the  armour  fairly  at  right  angles 
to  the  path  of  the  projectile,  the  aim 
deliberately  taken  after  two  blank  and 
five  shotted  preliminary  discharges, 
a  well-trained  crew  working  the 
hest  mechanical  broadside  carriage 
in  the  world  obeyed  the  marksman*s 
hehests,  and  everything  that  cool 
skill  could  suggest  contributed  to 
favour  the  gun.  Of  the  five  pre- 
liminary shot,  four  were  aimed  at  a 
canvas  target  placed  on  the  Olatton's 
deck  near  the  turret,  and  one  at  the 
turret  itself;  these  shot  played 
round  their  bull's-eyes,  as  expected, 
near  enough  to  them  to  prove  the 
accuracy  of  aim,  but  so  uncertainly 
aa  to  illustrate  the  imperfect  rota- 
tion incidental  to  the  unmechanical 
rifling.  The  fifth  shot,  indeed,  in 
its  irregularity  of  flight,  missed  the 
tnrret  altogether,  and  the  two  hit- 
ting shot — the  sixth  and  seventh — 
each  struck  eighteen  inches  below 
their  marks;  yet  these  last  two 
shot  appeared  to  strike  fairly  at 
right  angles,  and  to  penetrate  as 
deep  as  previous  experience  led 
scientific  artillerists  to  expect  from 
a  shot  projected  under  that  system 
of  rifling  which  *has  decidedly 
the  lowest  velocities.*  The  shot 
did  not  get  through  the  sides,  the 
working  parts  of  the  turret  were 
nnharmed,  and  the  internal  damages 
were  insuf&cient  to  have  caused 
even  a  temporary  cessation  of  fire 
in  action. 

Yet  the  conditions  of  the  experi- 
ment were  exceptionally  favourable 
to  penetration.  The  loss  of  velocity 
due  to  the  200  yards  range  between 
the  Hotspur  and  the  Qlaiton  was 


only  25  feet  per  second;  and  a  12 
inch  600  lb.  shot,  which  left  the 
gun  at  the  rate  of  1,357  feet  per 
second,  would  have  struck  &p  200 
yards  the  necessary  blow  of  7,378 
foot-tons ;  but  the  charge  employed 
would  only  drive  the  shot  at  the 
maximum  velocity  of  1,300  feet, 
striking,  at  200  yards'  distance,  a 
blow  of  6,788  tons,  which,  though 
ample  to  perforate  the  1 2  inch  side, 
was  unequal  to  getting  through 
the  14  inch  plates  in  front  of  the 
turret. 

Now,  naval  combats  are  not  likely 
to  be  fought  out  in  a  mill-pond  be- 
tween two  inmiovable  ships  se- 
curely fastened  to  one  another,  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  shot 
would  impinge  on  the  armoured 
side  of  a  ship  at  right  angles,  hori- 
zontally and  vertically,  will  so 
rarely  meet,  that  they  may  be  re- 
garded as  accidental.  If  the  ex- 
treme angle  of  incidence  at  which 
penetration  would  take  place  be 
about  40^,  then  the  14  inch  plate 
would  present  at  that  angle  a 
diagonal  depth  of  about  20  inches 
to  be  perforated.  To  accomplish 
this,  the  600  lb.  shot  must  leave 
the  gun  at  the  rate  of  1,560  feet,  op 
a  700  lb.  shot  of  the  same  (12  inch) 
calibre  must  do  so  at  the  rate  of 
1,440  feet,  striking,  in  either  case, 
a  blow  of  9,737  foot- tons.  But 
neither  the  25  ton  nor  the  35  ton 
gun,  as  at  present  rifled,  on  the 
system  which  yields  '  decidedly  the 
lowest  velocities,'  project  their  re- 
spective shot  faster  than  1,300  feet 
per  second,  and  neither  could  per- 
forate the  Qlatton's  turret  at  the 
extreme  biting  or  non-glancing 
angle.  The  loss  due  to  the  unme- 
chanical rifling  is  mainly  twofold — 
(i)  in  restraining  the  free  escape 
of  the  shot,  and  (2)  in  compelling 
the  employment  of  a  greatly  re- 
duced powder  charge — and  is  equi- 
valent in  these  1 2  inch  guns  to  the 
perforation  of  about  two  additional 
inches  of  armour.  Though  the 
Olatton'i  turret  might  be  expected 
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to  be  far  more  impervious  to  British 
gans  as  now  rifled,  in  the  open  sea, 
than  even  as  witnessed  at  Portland, 
yet  it  is  clear  i^at  its  impenetra- 
bility is  due  rather  to  the  lack  of 
velocity  in  the  shot  than  to  exces- 
sive thickness  of  armour. 
.  Another  consideration  which  com- 
forts the  artillerist  under  the  defeat 
at  Portland  is,  that  the  14  inch 
armour  covers  only  a  very  few 
superficial  feet  of  the  Glatton,  The 
experiment  teaches  him  to  avoid 
that  small  impenetrable  area,  both 
because  of  its  impenetrability  under 
the  present  slow- velocity  rifling, 
and  because  of  the  difficulties  of 
aiming  at  so  small  a  target.  No 
artillerist  would  aim  at  the  14  inch 
plated  turret  front,  though  if  en- 
gaging to  leeward,  with  the  hostile 
turret  inclined  towards  him,  he 
might  risk  a  shot  at  its  open  top. 
Should  the  foe  take  up  a  leeward 
position  to  avoid  exposing  the 
open  turret  top,  then  the  inclined 
deck  to  windward  would  intercept 
her  own  fire,  except  when  the 
battle  raged  nearly  abeam.  When 
the  Devastation,  was  undergoing 
her  speed  trials  in  smooth  water, 
it  was  found  that  when  turning 
at  full  speed  the  action  of  the  water 
on  the  submerged  portion  of  the 
hull  caused  her  to  heel  steadily  4°. 
A  similar  heel  would  probably  be 
produced  by  the  action  of  a  strong 
breeze  upon  the  balloon-shaped  sur- 
faces beneath  the  hurricane  deck, 
which  are  at  least  as  large  as  the 
largest  sail  carried  by  any  ship. 
If  with  such  a  heel  the  guns  were 
levelled  for  the  horizon  on  the  wea- 
ther or  upper  side,  their  shot  would 
pass  through  the  deck  when  laid 
abeam,  and  through  the  armoured 
breastwork  when  laid  a  few  points 
forward  or  aft.  Evidently,  then, 
the  Devastation  would,  under  such 
circumstances,  try  to  keep  her  foe 
to  leeward,  and  if  the  heave  of  the 
sea  seriously  increased  the  heel  the 
open  turret  top  would  become  ex- 
posed to  a  marksman's  aim.    With 


this  exception,  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  gunner  to  aim  at  the  most 
vulnerable  portion  of  the  hull,  and 
as  a  rule  this  ofiers  much  the  largest 
target. 

As  between  the  Glatton  and  the 
broadside  or  fixed-turret  ship  Hot- 
spur,  the  experiment  proves  nothing. 
For  if  the  turret  of  the  Olatton  were 
ten  times  stronger,  her  fighting 
capabilities  would  be  very  sHghtly 
affected.  Such  a  low  freeboard  ship 
would  in  a  general  action  at  sea  be 
very  easily  run  over,  if  ijj  did  not 
voluntarily  go  to  the  bottom  before 
the  action  began.  And,  as  we  have 
said,  no  artillerist  in  his  senses 
would  aim  at  the  14  inch  plates 
when  the  perforation  of  much 
thinner  ones  would  more  speedily 
sink  the  vessel.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Hotspur* s  rencontre  with  an  Irish 
pig-boat  in  smooth  water  is  not  lost 
upon  seamen.  And  it  is  well  known 
that  when  the  Hotspur  accompanied 
the  squadron  in  the  English  Chan- 
nel, in  midsummer,  the  admiral 
was  ordered  to  send  that  ship 
into  port  the  moment  the  barometer 
looked  suspicious — an  order  which 
was  faithfully  complied  with. 
Moreover,  the  Hotspwr'a  armament 
affords  the  extremest  example  of 
that  tendency  to  diminution  of 
offensive  power  manifested  in  suc- 
cessive armoured  types.  Every  ton 
of  ordnance  is  floated  by  125  tons 
weight  of  ship  in  the  Hotspur, 
whereas  in  the  Boyal  Alfred,  an  old 
ironclad,  the  proportion  is  one  ton 
of  ordnance  to  every  38  tons  of 
ship,  and  the  unarmoured  Jncon- 
stant  carries  one  ton  of  armament 
for  every  35  tons  of  ship.  In  this 
respect  the  Olatton  is  only  less  ob- 
jectionable than  her  late  amicable 
opponent,  supporting  each  tonof  gun 
upon  97  tons  weight  of  ship.  That 
the  offensive  artillery  powers  are 
gradually  reaching  a  vanishing 
point,  will  be  made  clearer  when 
we  state  that  whilst  the  Blazer 
of  218  tons  weight  carries  one 
18    ton    gun,    a    25    ton    gun    is 
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floated  upon  4,010  tons  of  ship  in 
the  Hotspur.  Of  course,  the  obvions 
explanation  is  that  tbe  Blazer  is  a 
slow  nnarmonred  vessel  intended 
to  operate  in  shoal  waters,  but  ca- 
pable of  going  round  tbe  world, 
and  tbe  Hotepv/r  is  a  fast,  low-free- 
board, breast^work  ironclad  ship, 
too  deep  for  barbour  defence,  and 
l^s  qualified  for  coast  defence  tban 
a  more  seaworthy  vessel. 

Whenever  a  ship  is  found  unsafe 
or  unseaworthy,  it  has  become  cus- 
tomary to  class  her  as  a  coast- 
defence  ship,  under  the  misappre- 
hension that  a  less  degree  of  sea- 
worthiness is  necessary  on  the 
coasts  of  Great  Britain  than  else- 
where. No  doubt,  in  the  case  of 
shallow-drafb  boats  tbe  contiguity 
of  land  is  advantageous  in  threaten- 
ing weather,  as  they  can  find  shelter 
in  many  small  creeks  and  estuaries. 
Bat  when  the  vessel  requires  19 
feet  of  smooth  water  to  float  in, 
land  nnder  the  lee  is  a  questionable 
compHcation  of  the  situation.  Such 
a  ship  cruising  in  Cardigan  Bay,  or 
on  tiie  east  coast  of  England,  dare 
not  approach  the  land  in  a  heavy 
gale,  and  mnst  be  driven  at  full 
steam  power  against  wind  and  sea. 
Whereas  in  open  water  prudent 
seamanship  would  relax  the  en- 
gines and  present  the  bow  rather 
than  the  stem  to  the  waves.  That 
is  to  say,  in  an  Atlantic  storm  the 
ship  can  be  relieved  in  compliance 
witii  the  requirements  of  wind  and 
sea,  making  good  weather  of  it; 
hut  embayed,  or  with  a  long  stretch 
of  coast  under  the  lee,  no  such 
relief  could  be  accorded,  the  govern- 
ing condition  being  the  rocks  to 
leeward.  Hence,  for  large  and  heavy 
ships,  seaworthiness  is  demanded  in 
a  greater  degree  in  coast  warfare 
than  in  ocean  cruising.  K  any 
distinction  be  admitted  between 
coast-defence  ships  and  others,  it 
should  only  be  as  to  carrying 
capacity  and  depth.  For  such  pur- 
pcwes,  the  gunboat  class,  carrying 
the  heaviest  guns  on  a  light  draft 


and  small  tonnage,  are  infinitely 
superior  to  any  other.  Moreover, 
such  vessels  can  live  in  any  weather, 
and  might,  on  occasion,  be  employed 
for  the  only  true  British  coast  de- 
fence, viz.  that  of  the  enemy's 
waters. 

Looking  to  the  future  of  iron- 
clads, it  seems  not  unlikely  that 
great  breadth  of  beam  and  much 
thicker  armour  will  be  given. 
Turrets  will  probably  be  discarded, 
and  the  guns  will  be  raised  and 
lowered  somewhat  after  the  Mon- 
criefif  fashion.  In  due  time,  tbe 
gunners  will  become  sufficiently 
intelligent  to  rebel  against  a  system 
of  gun  mounting  which,  however 
advantageous  on  land,  is  utterly 
unsnited  to  naval  warfare.  The 
lowering  apparatus  will  cease  to  be 
used,  and  the  guns  will  be  fought 
en  barbette  or  with  a  light  covering 
to  keep  out  lead  bullets.  Then, 
after  a  time,  fia,shion  may  be  ex- 
pected to  come  back  to  a  modi- 
fication of  the  broadside  system.  It 
depends  much  on  the  policy  adopted 
by  other  maritime  nations  as  to 
the  rate  of  progress.  But  there 
are  no  signs  at  present  of  intelligent 
artillerists  having  a  voice  in  naval 
armaments,  or  of  ofiTence  having 
reached  its  lowest  ebb.  Defence 
will,  doubtless,  for  some  time  hold 
sway.  Nor  is  the  system  to  be 
undervalued  which  compels  a  rapid- 
ly progressive  diminution  of  en- 
durance in  ordnance.  K,  by  pre- 
senting 14  inch  armour  to  a  foe,  he 
is  compelled  to  employ  a  35  ton 
gun  which  gives  way  at  the  38th 
horizontal  discbarge  spread  over 
four  months,  and  may  be  expected 
to  give  way  at  the  20th  battering 
charge  in  quick  firing  with  elevation, 
those  20  discharges  only  making 
two  good  hits,  then  victory  is 
gained  through  the  mere  weakness 
of  the  guns.  If,  then,  a  20  inch 
plate  be  presented  to  the  foe,  a  50 
ton  gun  throwing  a  1,000  lb.  shot 
must  meet  it.  But,  if  rifled  on  tbe 
same  unmechanical    principles    as 
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other  British  guns,  the  process  of 
self-destruction  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  progress  in  a  similar 
ratio  to  that  of  the  25  ton  and  the 
35  ton  guns.  Then,  the  50  ton 
gun  might  endure  about  20  full- 
quantity  powder  charges  when 
fired  slowly  and  horizontally,  and 
half  that  number  when  fired  quickly 
with  elevation.  If  not  previously 
disabled  whilst  training  the  crew, 
each  50  ton  gun  might  make  one 
good  hit  before  receiving  the  cmip 
de  grace  from  its  own  projectile. 
Victory  would  remain  as  before  with 
the  20  inch  armour  owing  to  the 
self-destroying  agencies  at  work 
within  the  gun  in  the  efibrt  of  the 
1,000  lb.  shot  to  escape  at  the  speed 
necessary  for  the  complete  perfora- 
tion of  the  plate. 

The  naval  architect  must  not, 
however,  suppose  that  common 
sense  will  always  be  excluded  from 
the  Ordnance  Department.  Naval 
artillerists  may,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
become  in  time  sufficiently  edu- 
cated to  make  their  experience 
valuable  to    the   country.       Their 


voices  will  then  command  an  at- 
tention which  it  does  not  now 
receive.  And  when  the  rifling 
system,  which  is  alone  responsible 
for  the  rapid  destruction  of  British 
guns,  is  abolished,  then  the  'powers 
of  endurance '  of  50  ton  or  70  ton 
guns  will  be  at  least  more  *  satis- 
factory *  than  those  of  the  present 
heavy  ordnance;  whilst  they  will  he 
able  to  employ  the  largest  powder 
charges  which  their  respective  bores 
can  consume.  They  will  not  then 
have  *  decidedly  the  lowest  velo- 
cities,' and  as  their  shot  rattle 
through  the  20  inch  armour  at 
every  biting  angle,  the  question 
will  arise  whether  more  such  guns 
and  less  armour  would  not  be  more 
effective  in  the  day  of  battle.  Mean- 
while, it  is  evident  that,  whatever 
be  the  results  of  single  shot  fired 
at  fixed  targets  at  Shoeburyness, 
naval  victories  are  likely  to  favour 
those  who  have  the  thickest  armour, 
provided  the  foe  is  thus  compelled 
to  employ  ordnance  which  has  *  the 
lowest  velocities '  and  the  least 
endurance. 
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r  these  days  of  wonderful  projects, 
when  there  seems  no  linut  to 
credoHty  and  capital,  nor  to  the 
wildness  and  bigness  of  engineer- 
ing schemes,  one  is  almost  surprised 
tiuit  we  have  had  no  proposal  for 
Mng  np  St.  George's  Channel^  so 
that  a  railway  could  be  made  direct 
from  Cork  to  Bristol  and  from  Bel- 
fast to  Liverpool.  It  would  be  a 
grand  work ;  but  I  hope  I  may  be 
pardoned  if,  while  I  avoid  giving 
any  outline  of  the  undertaHng,  I 
glance  at  a  few  of  the  political 
results  which  it  seems  to  me  would 
be  advantageous  to  Great  Britain — 
except  in  one  respect ;  we  should 
lose  the  eminent  services  which 
Ireland  has  rendered  and  is  render- 
ing to  the  United  Kingdom  as  a 
trial-ground,  and  as  a  motive  power 
for  great  reforms. 

For  the  easy  progress  which  the  li- 
beralisation of  government  has  made 
in  England,  Ireland  possesses  great 
indirect  claims  upon  our  gratitude. 
The  trade  of  the  empire,  which,  as 
Hr.  Gladstone  truly  says,  has 
angmented  by  leaps  and  bounds, 
nught  still  have  been  confined  by 
what  we  should  now  regard  as  a 
^ne  price  of  wheat,  hi^  not  the 
aUitode  of  Ireland,  in  consequence 
of  the  potato  disease,  set  finn  the 
swaying  mind  of  Peel  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Free  Trade.  We  have  the 
record  of  this  influence  upon  his 
own  confession,  and  was  it  not  to 
ibe  same  agitation  that  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  conceded  that  bare  mea- 
snre  of  justice  to  which,  as  a  citizen 
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of  a  free  country,  I  blush  to  refer 
under  the  common  title  of  Catho- 
Ko  'Emancipation ' — ^as  though  reli- 
gious Hberty  were  not  the  unques- 
tionable, inalienable  birthright  of 
every  individual  in  such  a  commu- 
nity ?  I  shall  not  lay  much  stress 
upon  the  Irish  Church  Act,  because 
the  circumstances  were  so  different 
from  those  which  surround  the  sis- 
ter Establishment  in  this  country ; 
but  had  Ireland  been  as  Wales  is, 
a  part  of  the  mainland,  I  doubt 
very  much  if  even  Mr.  Gladstone's 
bumine  sense  of  justice  would  have 
enabled  him  ere  this  to  have  re- 
moved an  anomaly  so  scandalous, 
one  which  could  only  be  matched 
by  the  establishment---which,  thank 
God,  is,  we  know,  impossible — of 
Boman  Catholic  supremacy  in  this 
Protestant  land.  And  finally  I 
come  to  the  Land  Laws  of  Ireland ; 
in  regard  to  which  she  is  now  under 
a  reeime  so  different  from  that 
which  prevails  in  England.  But 
who  will  assert  that  ikese  whole- 
some and  liberal  changes  would 
have  been  enacted  had  it  not  been 
that  the  lawless  condition  of  the 
country,  and  the  miserable  involve- 
ments of  so  many  of  the  landowners, 
compelled  the  establishment  of  the 
Encumbered  Estates  Court,  of  the 
Record  of  Titles  Office,  and  of  the 
legal  enforcement  of  tenant  right  P 
As,  however,  I  propose  for  the 
present  to  confine  myself  strictly  to 
the  subject  of  the  Transfer  of  Land, 
I  shall  not  touch  upon  the  operation 
of  the  Land  Act,  but  solely  upon 
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tlip  example  of  the  Landed  EstAies 
Court,  which,  in  its  record  of  titles, 
is  fast  becoming  a  registry  for  the 
transfer  of  Irish  land.  Ireland 
is,  as^evezTone  knows,  mainly  an 
agricultural  country,  and  such  are 
always  more  prone  to  be  Catholic 
than  manufacturing  communities.  A 
chief  reason  why  Catholic  communi- 
ties do  not  succeed  in  manuBEM^ture 
is  owing  to  the  number  of  rehgious 
holy«days  and  to  the  habits  which 
such  intervals  of  enforced  rest  en- 
gender. But,  of  course,  there  are 
other  and  obvious  reasons  why  the 
three  southern  Provinces  of  Ireland 
have  not  succeeded  in  manufitcturOy 
and  I  allude  to  this  only  to  explain 
the  very  general  embairassment  of 
the  landowners  which  led  to  the 
foundation  of  the  Encumbered  Es- 
tates Com*t.  Generations  trained 
away  from  habits  of  busiiiess  to  a 
life  of  sporting  and  personal  in- 
dulgence, constrained  by  a  sense  of 
duty  and  public  opinion  to  provide 
for  all  their  children,  and  com- 
pelled by  even  a  stronger  rule  of 
custom  to  give  the  old  domain  to 
the  eldest  son,  soon  became  involved. 
In  England,  such  drones  in  our  hive 
found  from  time  to  time  among  the 
daughters  of  Heth — ue.  of  trade  and 
of  commerce — fairmeans  of  reHeving 
the  estate  which  bore  their  family 
name  and  fortunes ;  but  in  Ireland 
this  tribe  of  golden-handed  maidens 
did  not  exist,  and  English  others 
seldom  felt  elation  at  the  thought 
of  establishing  their  daughters  in 
the  casUes  of  distant  Ireland.  So 
there  was  no  remedy,  no  relief 
to  be  had  but  through  a  surgical 

Srocess  of  legislation,  and  it  was 
ecreed  that  a  Court  should  be 
established,  in  which,  upon  the  pe- 
tition either  of  the  owners  or  of  the 
creditors  of  encumbered  settled 
estates,  these  could  be  sold,  and  the 
laud,  together  with  its  incum- 
bent, set  free.  Matters  were  so 
arranged  that  the  Court  should 
enquire  into  and  record  the  title 
witii  despatch  and  economy,  and 


should  give  to  the  purchaser  a  sim- 
ple and  indisputable  claim.  What 
has  been  the  result  ?  The  operation 
of  the  Tribunal  was  found  so  bene- 
ficial in  regard  to  the  Tnuisfer  of 
Land,  that  the  Encumbered  Estates 
Court  soon  became  the  Landed  Es- 
tates Court,  in  the  archives  of  which 
the  titles  of  any  estates  might  be 
recorded  after  proper  notice  and 
investigation,  and  a  sale  of  all  or 
part  conducted  with  economy  and 
credit. 

I  do  not  assert  that  this  legis- 
lation was  intended  to  promote  the 
Transfer  of  Land,  but  such  has 
undoubtedly  been  its  effect.  The 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land  have 
in  all  countries  and  at  all  times  been 
the  most  powerful  class,  though  in 
the  United  Kingdom  the  perpetua- 
tion of  the  feudal  system,  long  after 
the  people  have  outgrown  its  re- 
strictions, has  here,  and  here  alone, 
of  all  States  in  the  world,  endan- 
gered this  supremacy.  In  this 
matter  of  Land  Tenure  Reform,  Ipre- 
sume  to  speak  both  as  a  Conservative 
and  as  a  liberal,  and  to  address  my 
remarks  in  the  first  place  to  the 
landowners,  as  of  particular  and  ur- 

fnt  importance  to  them.  Although 
believe  implicitly  in  a  policy  of 
righteousness,  and  in  such  as  mould- 
ing every  day  more  and  more  the  pol- 
icy of  nations,  yet  in  nearly  twenty 
years  of  manhood  I  have  learned  the 
sad  truth  that  classes  are  actuated 
primarily  by  self-interest,  and  that 
only  secondarily  do  they  unite  with 
others  in  regard  to  the  public 
welfiEire.  Often  have  I  heani  old 
Irishmen  pipe  in  the  treble  of  age 
the  song  they  heard  in  childhood 
about  the 

That  Bone/s  left  Elba  this  mondiig. 

of  which  they  all  agree  the  esoteric 
meaning  was  that  the  price 
of  the  barrel  of  com  in  England 
would  be  more  than  doojbled. 
Bred  among  landowners  and 
formers  in  tUs  island,  I  remember 
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in  childliood  heating  tales  of  *  the 
good  old  times'  when  a  crop  of 
wheat — fourteen  sacks  to  the  acre — 
had  actnallj  been  worth  the  fee 
simple  of  the  rich  land  on  which  it 
grow,  and  the  talk  of  the  day  was 
that  a  traitor's  death  would  be  the 
phjper  iate  of  Villiers  and  Cobden 
aaid  Bright,  who  were  then,  through, 
evil  and  good  report^  labouring  to 
give  the  people  the  inestimable 
blessing  of  cheap  bread. 

That  great  step  which  has  been 
made  in  Ireland  towards  Free 
Trade  in  Land  was  taken  to  A 
great  extent  unconsciously,  and 
therefore  with  much  error,  but  the 
natural  operation  of  self-interest  is 
nevertheless  fast  making  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  a  registry  for  the 
more  ready  and  economic  Transf^ 
of  Land.  The  Encumbered  Estates 
Conrt  was  established  in  1849,  and 
up  to  the  present  date,  say,  in  the 
«pace  of  twenty-three  years,  nearhf 
cne-^zth  of  tlie  soil  of  Ireland  has 
passed,  in  regard  to  title,  through 
the  hands  of  the  Examiners.  I  do 
not  aver  that  the  whole  of  this  land 
has  been  sold,  though  it  cannot  be 
questioned  that  the  object  of  such 
examination  has  always  had  re« 
ference  to  sale.  Anyone  who  takes 
np  an  Irish  newspaper  may  learn 
much  of  the  operation  of  the  Court* 
He  will  find  that  though  the  per- 
nickms  laws  and  customs  in  regard 
to  primogeniture,  entail,  and  strict 
settlement,  obtain  in  Ireland,  as 
in  England  and  Scotland,  yet  that 
the  sides  of  land  are  vastly  more 
muneroQS  ;  and  especially  ne  will 
Botice  the  extreme  rarity  of  a  sale 
otmdncted  otherwise  than  under  the 
anthority  of  the  Court,  and  the  still 
more  exceptional  occurrence  of  a  sale 
of  land  without  a  title  stamped  with 
the  authority  of  that  Tribunal.  In 
&et  the  landowners  of  Ireland  have 
shready  learned  the  marketable  value 
<tfa  simple,  indefeasible,  registered 
title,  and  accordingly  there  are  many 
iu>iices  in  Irish  journals  of  applica- 
tion for  registration,  even  when  a 


sale  is  notimmediately  contemplated. 
Of  course  the  economic  value  of  suoh 
an  operation  consists  mainly  in  the 
fact  that  such  Transfers  imply  the 
surrender  of  the  ereat  natural  agent 
in  production — the  land — from  ill- 
managing,  becauso  embarrassed 
hands,  to  those  which  also  hold  the 
means  to  make  it  bring  forth  in 
greater  abundance. 

Nothing  saddens  one  more  in  re^ 
gard  to  this  question  of  Land  Tenure 
Beform  than  the  wilful  blindness  of 
the  Times.  Now  he  is  gone,  the 
Tttnee  permits  to  Mr.  Cobden  a  post- 
humous  appearance  on  the  subject, 
but  the  valuable  correspondence  of 
that  journal  has  never  been  enriched 
by  a  fair  exposition  of  the  benefits 
which  would  accrue  from  Free  Trade 
in  Land.  It  suits  the  Times  to  catch 
a  half-truth,  like  that  in  regard  to 
the  Sales  of  Land  having  amounted 
in  1872  to  io,ooo,ooo2. ;  to  dilate 
on  it  with  an  unction,  and  with  pur- 
blind satisfaction ;  and  so  the  great 
journal  leads  a  number  of  sharp- 
8hootei*s  like  the  Duke  of  Somerset 
to  retail  its  fallacies  to  gaping  rustics. 
How  much  more  true  to  its  proper 
function  of  rightly  directing  the 
public  opinion  of  this  country  would 
the  Times  have  been,  if,  instead  of 
taking  this  1 0,000, oooZ.  as  a  text  for 
shallow  glorification  over  the  Land 
system  of  this  country,  it  had  re- 
garded its  singular  inadequacy  to 
the  circumstances  of  England  !  How 
much  more  true,  for  example,  it  would 
have  been  to  say : — *  Here  is  a 
country  of  surprising  wealth,  a 
country  in  which  capital  has  in- 
creased and  is  increasing  at  a  rate 
which  surpasses  even  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  past,  which  is  so  rich 
that  the  world  is  to  a  great  extent 
under  mortgage  to  its  people.  Its 
realm  is  so  secure  that  it  is  the 
banker  of  the  universe  ;  above 
all,  its  soil  is  guarded  not  only  by 
the  sea,  but  by  a  dense  and  uncon* 
querable  people.  And  yet,  such  is 
the  operation  of  its  antiquated  laws 
and  customs   with  regard  to  the 
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Tenure  of  Land,  so  clams  j  and  costly 
is  its  method  of  Transfer,  that  in  the 
year  of  its  greatest  wealth  and  of  its 
most  unexampled    prosperity,   the 
Transfer  of  Real  Property  did  not 
exceed  the  value  of  ten  millions, 
an  amount  which,  in  the  shape  of  a 
Six    per   Cent.    Loan    to    France, 
London     would     cover      in      ten 
minutes/       Is     any     one     hardy 
enough    to    say    that   this    would 
not  have  been  a  more  accurate  way 
of  putting  the  fact  ?      Let  me  then 
for  his  conviction  make  almost  the 
only  reference  I  shall  resort  to  in 
this  paper  to  the  Land  system  of  a 
foreign  State,  for  I  intend  on  this 
occasion  to  confine  myself  to  the 
affairs  if  not  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
at  all  events  to  those  of  '  Greater ' 
Britain.    In  France,  the  Transfer  of 
Land  is  rendered  onerous  to  the 
parties  concerned,  by  the  imposition 
of  a  considerable  tax  on  the  trans- 
action, amounting  in   fact  to  more 
than   six  per   ceiii.     But  notwith- 
standing  this,  we    find    from   one 
of  the  greatest  authorities  that  in 
France — *  iJie   value    of  immovable 
[real]  property  annually  sold,  may 
he   estimated  at  8o,ooo,oooZ.  ;   that 
which  changes  hands  by  succession 
at  6o,ooo,ooo7.,  the  duties  charged 
upon  both  amounting  to  8,ooo,oooZ.' 
Thus  in  France — which  that  groat 
economist,  Mr.  John  Kamsay  McCul- 
loch,  predicted  fifty  years  ago  would 
to-day  be  *  a  pauper- warren  '  as  a 
consequence  of  its  Land  system — 
the    Ordinary    annual  Transfer  of 
Land  by  sale  is  eight  times  as  great 
as  in  the  halcyon  year  of  English 
commercial  and  financial  history. 

But  we  need  not  go  outside  the 
United  Kingdom  to  show  the  un- 
reasonable character  of  this  jubila- 
tion inaugurated  by  the  Times  upon 
the  strength  of  figures  of  which  it 
mistook  the  meaning.  We  may 
again  refer  to  the  operation  of  the 
landed  Estates  Court  in  Ireland, 
and  from  that  we  may  gather  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  a  more  free 
Transfer     of   Land     among    this 


supremely  wealthy  and  land-loving 
English  people.  Through  that  Court, 
as  I  have  alreadv   said,  nearly  a 
sixth  of  all  the   lands  in    Ireland 
have  passed,  either  for  sale  or  with 
a  view  to  sale  or  mortgage,  in  the 
space  of  twenty-three  'years.     Now 
let  us  suppose    that  the  real  pro- 
perty of   England  had  been  dealt 
with    in    the   same    manrer.        li 
would  be  quite   a   mistake   to   as- 
sume that  English  estates  are  not 
grievously  encumbered.     Nobe  will 
question  the  authority  of  Mr.  Caird^ 
who    concluded   his    report    upon 
English  agriculture  in  the  following 
words : — '  There  is  one  great  barrier 
to  improvement  which  the  present 
state  of  agriculture  must  force  on 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature — 
the  great  extent  to  which  landed  pro* 
perty  is  encumbered..  In  every  county 
where  we  found  an  estate  more  than 
usually  neglected,   the  reason  as- 
signed was  the  inability  of  the  pro- 
prietor to  make  improvements  on 
account  of  his  encumbrances.      We 
have  not  data  by  which  to  estimate 
with  accuracy  the  proportion  of  Land 
in  each  county  in  this  position,  but 
our  information  satisfies  us  that  it 
is  much  greater  than  is  generally 
supposed.      Even  where  estates  are 
not  hopelessly  embarrassed,  land- 
lords are  often  pinched  by  debt, 
which  they  could  clear  off  if  they 
were  enabled  to  sell  a  portion,  or  if 
that  portion  could  be  sold  without 
the  difficulties  and  expense  which 
must  now  be  submitted  to.     If  it 
were  possible  to  render  the  Transfer 
of  Land  nearly  as  cheap  and  easy  as 
that  of  Stock  in  the  Funds,  the  value 
of  English  property  would  be  greatly 
increased.     It  would  simplify  every 
transaction  both  with  landlord  and 
tenant.      Those    only    who    could 
afford  to  perform  the  duties  of  land- 
lord would  then  find  it  prudent  to 
hold    that    position.       Capitalists 
yould  be  induced  to  purchase  un- 
improved properties  for  the    pur- 
pose of  improving  them  and  selling 
them    at  a   profit.      A    measure 
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which  would  not  only  permit  the 
sale    of   encumbered    estates,  but 
facilitate  and  simplify  the  Transfer 
of  Land,  would  be  more  beneficial 
to   the   owners    and   occupiers  of 
Land  and  to  the  labourers  in  this 
country  than  any  connected  with 
agriculture  whicb  has  yet  engaged 
the  attention   of  the  Legislature.' 
Such  is  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  well-informed  of  l^e 
Tithe,    Copyhold,    and    Enclosure 
Gmnmissioners    who     sit    in     St. 
James's  Square ;  and  with  this  au- 
thoritative view  of  the  condition  of 
English   Land  I  propose  to   show 
from  the  operations  of  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  in  Ireland  how  greatly 
the  Transfer  of  Land  in  this  country 
would  be  increased  if  we  had  even 
the  facilities  which  are  possessed  in 
Lreland,  and  how  absurd  was  the 
inumph  of  the  Times  over  this  sum 
of  io,ooo,oooL    I  believe  I  am  cor- 
rect in  saying  that  the  Times  has 
endorsed  the  estimate  made  by  Sir 
John  Lubbock  of  the  value  of  the 
real  property  in    the    country  at 
4,500,000,000?.,  or  thirty  years'  pur- 
chase of  150,000,0002.  the  estimated 
rental.     I  do  not  accept  that  valua- 
tion, but  for  the  present  I  am  not 
referring  to  my  own  opinions.     In 
twenty-three  years  the  Landed  Es- 
tates Court  has  touched  nearly  a 
sixth  of  the  land  of  Lreland.     It  is 
not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  if  the 
same  causes  were  at  work  in  Eng- 
land, the  proportion  in  extent  and 
vdue  of  property  transferred  would 
not  be  vastly  greater  than  in  Ire- 
land.    There,  as  I  have  lately  seen 
in  the  Counties  of  Meath  and  West- 
meaih,   the  differences  of  religion 
which,    as    a    rule,    separate    the 
owners  and  occupiers  of  land,  and 
the  terror  of  assassination  which 
has  been  rampant  in  these  years  to 
which  I  am  referring,  together  with 
the  comparative  povcorty  of  all,  con- 
trast  forcibly    with    the    teeming 
wealth  of  England,  and  the  plea- 


sure, the  security,  the  unmenaced 
influence  which  attach  to  the  owner- 
ship of  Land  in  England.  But  even 
if  we  make  the  unreasonable  suppo- 
sition that  in  England  the  Transfer 
would  be  no  greater  thanin  Ireland — 
what  do  we  find  P  Suppose  that  in 
twenty-three  years  property  to  the 
value  of  one-sixth  part  of  Sir  John 
Lubbock's  estimate  had  been  dealt 
with  ;  that  would  be  750,000,000?., 
or  more  than  32,500,000?.  a-year ! 

We  may  surely,  therefore,  with* 
general  acquiescence,  consider  that, 
the  Transfer  of  Land  in  this  country 
is  lamentably  hampered  by  restric-- 
tions,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  long  since  to  have  re- 
moved; and  what  is  perhaps  most 
curious  is  to  hear  men  talk  as 
though  the  country  were  proceeding 
to  this  and  such  like  reforms  at 
break-neck  speed.  The  danger 
really  lies  in  the  opposite  direction, 
I  hold  that  to  deny — as  I  under* 
stood  the  Duke  of  Somerset  to  do 
lately— -the  need,  nay,  more,  the 
urgency  of  alteration  in  regard 
to  what  are  called  the  Jj&nd 
Laws  of  the  country,  is  about 
as  truly  conservative  a  pohcy  as 
would  be  that  of  a  stoker,  who,, 
seeing  his  fires  grow  hotter  than 
ever  in  a  stationary  engine,  should 
sit  upon  the  safety-valve.  Is  it  not 
wonderful  that  we,  in  the  reign  of" 
Victoria,  retain  practices  in  respect 
to  the  Transfer  of  Land  more  bar- 
barous than  those  of  the  Plantage- 
nets  ?  But  even  this  is  perhaps  less 
anomalous  than  that  we  should  do 
so  in  the  teeth  of  the  arguments  of 
the  greatest  lawyers  of  our  time  and 
of  both  parties  in  the  State.  I^o 
Liberal  lawyer  is  more  respected  than 
Lord  Hatherley  ?  •  Hehas  said,  *  Look 
how  the  limitations  of  your  law  affect 
the  Transfer  of  yoxir  Land.  It  is 
only  on  account  of  these  that  you 
have  difficulties  as  to  title ;  because, 
if  it  were  not  for  the  complexity  of 
limitations,  a  system  of  registration 
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wonld  long  since  hare  been  e«tab« 
lishedy  which,  so  fiEur  as  fraud  and 
rapidity  of  Transfer  were  ooneemed, 
wonld    have    freed    ns    from  any 
difficulty   of  title  whatever.    You 
have  now  the  combined  effect  of 
fraud  and  the  complicated  inresti- 
gation  of  title,  which  operates  in  the 
most  seiious  manner  to  prevent  the 
free   Transfer  of  the  I^d  in  our 
community.     What  I  wish,  amd  liave 
long  unshed  for,  is  a  free  Trwnffer  of 
Laiid.*     On  the  other  side,  take  a 
lawyer  so  eminent  and  so  powerful  as 
Lord  Cairns:^  what  does  he  say?  He 
has  illustrated  the  evil  in  the  follow- 
ing felicitous  manner: — *Tou  buy 
^u  estate  at  an  auction,  or  you  enter 
iato  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
::an  estate.    Ton  are  very  anxious  to 
get  possession  of  the  property  you 
£ave  bought,  and  the  vendor  is  very 
anxious  to  get  his  money.     But  do 
you  get  possession  of  the  property  ? 
On  the  contrary,  you  cannot  get  the 
estate,  nor  can  the  vendor  get  his 
money,  until  after  a  lapse — some- 
times no  inconsiderable  portion  of  a 
man's  lifetime — spent  in  the  prepa- 
xation  of  abstracts,  in  the  comparison 
-of  deeds,  in  searches  for   encum- 
Ibrances,  in  objections  made  to  the 
title,  in  answers  to  those  objections, 
in  disputes  which  arise   upon  the 
answers,  in  endeavours  to  cure  the 
defects.    Not  only  months,  but  years 
frequently  pass  in  a  history  of  that 
kind ;  and  1  should  say  that  it  is  an 
^uncommon   thing  in  this  country 
for  a  purchase  of  any  magnitude  to 
be  completed — completed  by  posses- 
Bion  and  payment  of  the  price — in 
;a  period  under,  at  all  events,  twelve 
4nonths.     The  consequences  of  this 
'ivere  stated  in  the  Report  of  the 
^Commission  [on  the  Land  Transfer 
Act  of  1862].     The  Commissioners 
state  in  their  Report,   "When  a 
contract  is  duly  entei^ed  into,  the 
investigation    of    the    title    often 
causes,  not  only  expense,  but  delay 
and  disappointment,  sickening  both 


to  the  seller  and  to  the  buyer.    Tfal» 
seller  does  not  receive  his  money 
nor   the     buyer    his    land,    until 
the  advantage  or  pleasure  of  the 
bargain  is  lost  or  has  passed  away." 
Unquestionably  that  is  oneanda  very 
great  evil  under  which  we  labour. 
J3ut  that  is  not  the  greatest  evil.     I 
can  well  imagine  that  the  purchaser 
of  an  estate  would  be  content  to 
submit  to  delay,  and  even  to  oon« 
siderable  expense,  if  he  were  assured 
that  when  the  delay  and  expense 
were  over,  upon  that  occasion  at  all 
events  he  would  have  a  title  as  to 
the  dealings  with   which   for  ihe 
future  there  would  be  no  difficulty; 
but  unfortunately  that  is  not  t^e 
case.     Suppose  I  buy  an  estate  to- 
day.   I  spend  a  year,  or  two  or  three 
years  in  ascertaining  whether  the 
title  is  a  good  one.    I  am  at  last 
satisfied.   I  pay  the  expense— the 
considerable  expense,  which  is  in* 
curred — ^in  addition  to    the    price 
which  I  have  paid  for  my  estate, 
and  I  obtain  a  conveyance  of  my 
estate.    About  a  year  afterwards  I 
desire  to  raise  money  upon  mortgage 
of  this  estate,  I  find  some  one  wiSling 
to  lend  me  money,  provided  I  have 
a  good  title  to  the  land.     The  man 
says  : — "  It  is  veiy  true  that  you 
bought  this  estate,  and  that  you  in- 
vestigated the  title,  but  I  cannot  be 
bound  by  your  investi^tion  of  the 
title,  nor  can  I  be  satisfied  by  it." 
Perhaps  he  is  a  trustee,  who  is  lend- 
ing money  which  he  holds  upon 
trust.    He   says : —  "  My  solicitor 
must  examine  the  title,  and    my 
counsel  must  advise  upon  it."   And 
then  as  between  me,  the  owner  of 
the  estate,  and  the  lender  of  the 
money,  there  is  a  repetition  of  the 
same  process  which  took  place  upon 
my  purchase  of  the  estate,  and  con- 
sequently the  same  expense  is  in- 
curred as  when  I  bought  it ;    and 
for  the  whole  of  that,  I,  the  own«r 
of  the  estate  and  the  borrower  of  the 
money,  must  pay.   Well,  that  is  not 
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afi.  Montifas  or  Tears  after  aU  this 
ia  eompleted,  from  oiroimiBtaDces  I 
find  I  xmistr  sell  my  estate  alto« 

Sthen  I  find  a  person  willing  to 
oome  a  purchaser.  The  intending 
purchaser  says  : — "  No  donbt  yon 
tfaenght  this  was  a  good  title  when 
yon  booght  this  estate^  and  no  donbt 
this  lender  of  money  thought  he  had 
a  very  good  secniiiy  when  he  lent 
his  money  |  bnt  yon  are  now  asking 
me  to  pay  my  money.  I  mnst  be 
aatisfled  that  the  title  is  a  good  one  ; 
my  soheitor  mnst  look  into  it,  and 
my  counsel  mnst  advise  upon  it." 
Then  again  commence  abstracts, 
examinations,  objections,  difficulties, 
correspondence,  and  delay.  I  am 
the  owner  of  the  estate,  and  I  mnst 
pay  substantially  for  the  whole  of 
that,  because,  although  the  expense 
there  is  paid  in  the  first  instance  by 
the  purchaser,  of  course,  in  the 
same  proportion  as  that  expense  is 
borne  by  him,  in  the  same  proportion 
will  he  abate  the  price  which  he 
will  give  for  the  estate/ 

Thus  we  have  the  present  system 
of  Transfer  of 'Land  defined  by  the 
great  luminaries  of  the  Law.  I  will 
quote  only  one  other  authority,  and 
I  refer  to  Mr.  Freshfield  for  two 
reasons, — ^first,  because  he  is  a  most 
eminent  member  of  that  very  im- 
portant body  of  professional  men, 
the  solicitors  and  attorneys,  who 
are  practically  engaged  in  the  con- 
veyance of  Land,  and  secondly,  be- 
csose,  going  beyond  Lord  Hatherley 
and  Lord  Cairns,  he  tells  us  that 
onr  system  of  Transfer  is  not  only  a 
puzzle,  but  a  fiction — that,  in  fact, 
while  every  man  may  be  sure  he  has 
paid  his  parchase  money  and  his 
attorney's  bill,  and  has  endured  all 
the  heart-sickening  delay  of  which 
Lc^  Oaims  speaks  so  forcibly,  no 
manoan  be  sure, even  when  he  stands 
upon  it  as  the  reputed  owner,  that 
he  has  indisputable  possession  of 
Ite  estate.  It  seinns  that  under  the 
monstrous-  system  of  conveyance 
which  prevails  in  the  United  King- 
dom, all  the  right  that  a  man  can 


sfaase  to  a  plot  of  land^  is>  m 
itter  right,  imthei  opinion  of  his 
lawyers,  <»r  on  the  showing  of  hiff 
deeds,  than  that  of  .any  pers^x. 
whom  they  can  name,  or  who-  is* 
named  in  the  parchments.  .  Mr« 
Freshfield  says  that  ^  title  by  deed 
can  never  be  demonstrated  as  an. 
ascertained  &ct  \  it  can  only  be 
presented  as  an  inference  more  or 
less  probable,  deducible  &om  the 
documentary  and  other  evidence 
accessible  at  the  time  being.' 

Now,  why  in  the  name  of  all  that 
is  English  and  straightforward  and 
simple  should  this  state  of  things 
continue  r  How  comes  it,  after  the 
leading  lawyers  of  both  parties  have 
condemned  the  system,  and  when 
we  can  add  to  theirs  such  testimony 
as  this  from  a  leading  solicitor — r 
himself  I  believe,  a  Conservative — • 
that  such  truth^l  and  momentous 
words  are  spoken,  as  it  were,  to 
the  idle  wind  ?  Lord  Westbury,  in 
the  same  chamber  of  which  Lord 
Cairns  and  Lord  Hatherley  ore 
ornaments,  speaking  on  the  same 
subject,  has  caUed  us  a  '  a  lawyer- 
ridden  people;'  and  shall  we  not 
ask  ourselves,  why  does  it  endure  P 
Half  the  people  seem  disposed  to 
think  the  system  is  as  English  and 
as  inmioveable  as  the  Surrey  Hillsi 
I  have  thought  much  upon  the  an- 
swer, and  I  can  only  state  my  own 
conclusions  frankly  and  fearlessly* 
I  think,  then,  that  the  reason  why 
these  gentlemen  speak  in  vain  is, 
that  they  are  generally  retained  as 
the  counsel  of  the  rich — except  on 
the  rare  occasions  when  they  thus 
break  out,  they  are  retained  for  the 
defence — ^and  that  the  rich  distinctly 
prefer  the  maintenance  of  the  ex* 
isting  condition  of  things  in  regard 
to  the  Transfer  of  Land.  And  why 
should  they  not  ?  What  could  be 
better  suited  to  a  regime  of  entails 
and  settlement,  and  of  absorption, 
as  it  were,  by  attraction  of  the 
emaller  l^  the  bigger  estates  ?  Dif- 
ferent from  all  others  in  miany 
respects,  our  Land  system  is  most 
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different  in  this — i^at  the  costs  of 
Transfer  are    to   the    amount    of 
the  purchase   money,  less  as  that 
increases.     I  was  talking  not  long 
ago   with   an   English   millionaire 
who  had  purchased  Prince  Napo- 
leon's estate  of  Prangins,   on  the 
Lake  of  Geneva.  He  was  describing 
with  admiration  the   simplicity  of 
the  transfer :  how  it  was  all  a  work 
of  a  few  hours  ;  how  he  then  held 
an  indisputable  title — such  as  Mr. 
Freshfield  tells  us  no  layman  in 
England  can  be  sure  he  has  got; 
and  how  the  costs  were  settled  by  a 
cheque,  as  to  the  amount  of  which 
there  could  be  no  dispute,  and  of  the 
proceeds  of  which  no  inconsiderable 
portion  went  to  the  common  purse 
of  the  Canton  in  which  that  beautiful 
property  is  situate.  Now  in  England 
the  process  is  all  the  other  way. 
Mr.  James  Beal,  a  well-known  land 
agent,    states   that    he   has    often 
signed  deeds  for  the  purchase   of 
property  of  small  value  and  extent, 
when  the  legal  expenses  have  equal- 
led one- third  of  the  purchase  money. 
A  case  occurred  not  long  since  in 
which  T  had  a  personal  interest;  the 
pui*chase  money  was  about  7,000/., 
and  the  solicitor  who  had  charge  of 
the  conveyance  evidently  thought 
that  a  purchaser  ought  to  feel  happy 
who  obtained  a  bundle  of  new  and 
old  parchments,  together  with  the 
best  title  the  sellers  could  give,  for 
about  150Z.,  or  rather  more  than  2 
per  cent.     If  the  purchase  money 
had  been  ioo,oooZ.,  not  all  his  skill 
in  regard  to  making  bills  could  have 
wroughtthe  chargeupto  one-half  per 
cent.  Thus  it  is  that  the  purchaser  of 
a  whole  parish  or  a  manor  is  protected 
by  our  system  of  Transfer,  and  the 
small  buyer — whom  the  Duke  of 
Somerset  refers  to  the  supplement 
of  the  Tvmts  for  his  satiedfaction — 
is   oppressed.    Among    those    an- 
nouncements to  which  the  man  with 
the  savings  of  a  farmer  or  a  small 
tradesman  is  referred  by  the  Duke, 
there  were  last  year  such  bargains 


to  be  had  as  the  Tring  Park. or 
the  Grimstone  Estate,  and  each  sold 
by  auction  for  about  250,000/.  On 
such,  the  percentage  of  the  cost  of 
conveyance  would  be  but  a  flea-bite ; 
our  lumberiDg  system  of  Transfer 
has  no  money  hardships  or  hin- 
drances for  the  newly-ermined 
Peer  who  wishes  to  put  half  a 
county  under  his  coronet.  But  how 
is  the  little  man,  who  counts  his 
pounds — ay,  and  his  shillings — the 
man  for  whom  all  these  noble  Lords 
and  great  lawyers  speak  (when  they 
are  in  Opposition,  hien  entendu) — 
how  shall  he  go  to  the  Auction 
Mart  and  bid  for  a  farm,  when  it  is 
simply  impossible  for  him  to  sit 
down  first  and  count  the  cost  of  his 
purchase  ?  He  may  resolve  that  so 
far  and  no  farther  shall  his  bidding 
go ;  but  the  cost  of  conveyance  may 
amount,  as  Mr.  Beal  says,  to  a  third 
of  the  purchase  money  —  who  can 
tell?  Has  not  the  history  of  the 
land  for  sixty  years,  for  two  venera- 
tions, to  be  rummaged  over  r 

1  do  not  say  there  have  been  no 
attempts  to  remedy  this  inefficieni 
mode  of  Transfer,  but  I  venture  to 
affirm  that  the  establishment  which 
Lord  Westbuiy  set  up  by  way  of 
improvement  is  an  utter  if  not  a 
conspicuous  failure.  In  truth,  as 
one  who  feels  a  deep  interest  in  the 
economic  expenditure  of  public 
money,  I  could  wish  that  the  deso- 
late Land  Registry  Office  in  Lin- 
coln's Inn  Fields,  which  Lord  West- 
bury 's  Act  set  up,  were  a  little  more 
conspicuous.  This  26  and  27  Vict, 
c.  67  did  indeed  establish  the  idea 
of  an  indefeasible  title ;  and  that  is 
something  in  a  country  accustomed 
to  the  *  glorious  uncertainties '  of 
conveyancing  by  deed.  But  let  us 
take  a  look  at  the  office.  There  is 
a  registrar  at  2,5002.  per  annum; 
there  is  an  assistant  registrar  at 
i,5ooZ.  per  annum.  At  the  first 
hint  of  indefeasibihty  there  was 
a  rush  of  suppliants  to  the  altar 
of    these     tiUes ;     the     registrars 
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worked  late  and  early ;  the  ex- 
toiiners  of  title  laboured ;  the  two 
solicitors  of  ihe  office  mbbed  their 
hands  with  joy  as  the  fees  came 
pouring  in ;  the  chief  clerk  and  his 
three  subordinates  asked  for  farther 
assistance.  Bat  it  was  a  day-dream. 
To  register  a  title  as  indefeasible, 
that  title  must  have  no  restrictions 
upon  it  whatever  ;  a  single  doubtfal 
word  in  any  of  its  nameroos  deeds, 
and  indefeasible  it  coold  not  be. 
Expenses  too  were  heavy ;  they 
were  like  scorpions,  compared  to  the 
accustomed  whips  of  legal  charges. 
And  so  the  pubfic  refuses  to  dance, 
thongh  still  the  Office  plays.  In 
words  attributed  to  a  high  authority 
in  the  Office,  *  one  registrar  could 
do  it  all,  and  I  am  in  a  position  to 
state  that  one  would  not  suffer  in 
health  from  overwork.'  The  result 
is  that  in  ten  years  the  Office  has 
registered  titles  of  land  to  the  value 
of  about  5,ooo,ooo2.,  and  in  extent 
aboot  50,000  acres.  At  sach  a  rate 
of  progress  it  would  take  about  750 
years  to  accomplish  the  registration 
of  all  the  land  in  the  country.  This, 
I  should  think,  is  not  unfairly  de- 
scribed as  '  how  not  to  do  it.' 

Of  course  such  a  subject  has 
not  been  without  illumination 
from  that  luminous  body,  a  Boyal 
Commission.  No  one  who  knows 
anything  of  England  would  doubt 
for  a  moment  that  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion had  sate  upon  the  quest^ion  of 
Land  Transfer.  In  Part  2  of  the 
Report  which  contains  their  views 
on  ihe  working  of  Lord  Westbury's 
Act,  and  the  causes  of  its  failure, 
we  find  them  frankly  stating  that .— 
*  As  the  number  of  apphcations  for 
I'egistration  during  the  six  years 
that  the  Act  has  been  in  force  did 
iK>t  average  more  than  80  per 
annom,  and  are  falling  off,  it  is 
dear  that  the  amount  of  business 
done  is  insignificant,  and  its  pro- 
gress affords  no  hope  ^f  increase.' 
The  Commissioners  thought  that 
obfitmction  was  caused  by  the  re- 


quirement in  ihe  5th  section  of 
Lord  Westbury's  Act,  that  the  per- 
son who  sought  registration  should 
make  out  not  merely  what  is  called 
'a  good  holding  title,'  but  a  title 
such  as  the  Court  of  Chancery  would 
compel  an  unwilling  purchaser  to 
accept ;  and  Mr.  Gregory,  the  emi- 
nent London  solicitor,  who  is  also 
M.P.  for  East  Sussex,  has  proposed 
to  amend  the  Act  in  that  direction. 
But  they  would  not  touch  the  third 
cause  of  failure  to  which  the  Com- 
missioners point  —  *  the  disclosure 
of  trusts  '  upon  the  register.  Is  it 
possible  to  conceive  anything  more 
cumbrous,  more  surely  predestined 
to  failure?  The  only  wonder  of 
the  reader  will  be — why  should  the 
ablest  men  in  England  make  such 
laws  ?  Well,  the  reason  is  simply 
this — the  boundaries  of  reform  are 
marked  out  for  them  somewhat 
after  the  fashion  of  a  skating  ring 
on  the  Serpentine.  One  great  area 
— the  professional  area — where  the 
solicitors'  clients  have  tumbled  in 
again  and  again  to  their  necks  in 
costs,  is  marked  '  Dangerous  ; ' 
then  there  is  the  area  which  is 
broken  up  with  the  interests  or 
the  supposed  interests  of  the  landed 
gentry  —  that  again  is  labelled 
*  Very  Dangerous ;  *  and  so  on,  until 
the  poor  law- maker,  who  is  more  to 
be  pitied  than  some  people  suppose, 
warned  on  one  side  of  the  peers  and 
squires,  on  another  of  the  lawyers, 
and  urged,  above  all,  not  to  be  '  sen- 
sationtd'  by  colleagues  who  are 
chiefly  anxious  to  retain  their  places 
as  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  produces 
one  of  the  legislative  abortions,  of 
which  the  miserable  skeletons  are 
strewn  upon  the  track  of  Parliament. 
There  is  probably  not  a  lawyer  of 
eminence  who  does  not  think  that 
conveyancing  by  registration  of 
title  is  superior  to  conveyancing  by 
deed.  I  should  be  unwilling  tx> 
suppose  that  there  is  one  who 
thinks  it  necessary  that  the  title  of 
every  plot  of  land  in  the  country 
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should  have  its  history  written  in 
orabbed  letters,  and  written  again 
and  re-wrii^»n  for  the  immense 
space  of  sixty  years.  Why  it  is  not 
sixty  years  since  the  Battle  of 
Waterloo  !  I  lose  patience  when  I 
regard  the  constroction  of  many  of 
the  laws  under  which  we  live — laws 
which  seem  retained  only  to  add  to 
the  cost  of  existence,  and  to  the 
waste  of  time  and  money  and  in. 
tellect,  all  of  which  might  be  em- 
ployed intheservioe  of  more  just  and 
simple  statutes :  I  say  *  just,'  because 
those  laws  are  obviously  unjust 
which,  being  needlessly  expensive 
to  set  in  motion,  press  more  hardly 
on  the  poor  than  on  the  rich. 

It  is  refreshing  to  turn  from  this 

*  lawyer-ridden  country,'  and  to  see 
what '  Greater '  Britain  can  do,  and 
has  accomplished  in  regard  to  the 
Transfer  of  Land.  The  operation 
of  Sir  Robert  Torrens*  Act  in  Aus- 
tralia appears  to  be  a  complete 
success  ;  and  he  has  recently  afibrd- 
ed  us  an  opportunity  of  inspecting 
the  machinery  and  working  of  the 
measure  by  a  personal  description. 
Sir  Robert  says  the  measure  was 
suggested  to  him  in  the  course  of 
official  duties  connected  with  the 
transfer  of  Shipping.  He  observed 
that  at  any  great  Custom  House 

*  you  may  see  an  ordinary  mer- 
cantile clerk,  without  any  difficulty, 
and  with  perfect  security,  conduct* 
ing  transfers  and  mortgages  of 
property  in  Shipping ;  and  the  time 
occupied  in  thus  dealing  with  a 
vast  property  such  as  that  of  the 
Oreat  Eastern  would  not  exceed 
half  an  hour.'     He  saw  that  the 

*  immobility  and  divisibility  of  the 
land,  so  far  from  preventing,  do 
greatly  facilitate  the  dealing  with 
land  by  registration  of  title,  espe-* 
oially  as  regards  the  complication 
of  the  record  through  the  frequency 
of  joint  ownership,  arising  out  of 
the  indivisibility  of  Shipping  pro- 
perty;' and  his  Bill  became  the 
Law  of  South  Australia  in  1857. 


Already,  he  tells  us  that  no  fewer 
than  18,000  or  19,000  ^  distinct' 
titles  (a  considerable  proportion  of 
them  complicated  or  blistered)  have 
been  placed  upon  the  record  with- 
out practical  injury  or  injustice  to 
any  one.'  Under  the  system  theaee 
in  force,  the  requisitions  which  ihe 
appUcant  for  registration  is  required 
to  satisfy  are — '  ist.  That  he  is  in 
undisputed  possession.  2nd.  That 
in  equity  and  justice  he  appears  to 
be  rightiy  entitled.  3rd.  That  he 
produces  such  evidence  as  leads  to 
the  conclusion  that  no  person  is  in 
a  position  to  succeed  in  an  action 
of  ejectment  against  him.  4th.  That 
the  description  of  the  parcels  is 
clear  and  accurate.  These  being 
satisfied,  advertisement  and  the  ad- 
vice of  notices  calling  upon  1^ 
claimants  to  show  cause  against  the 
applicant's  title  within  reasonable 
time,  are  found  to  be  sufficient  safe- 
guards against  risks  arising  out  of 
technical  defects,  and  (in  accord-^ 
auce  with  an  ancient  practice  under 
English  law)  in  the  event  of  non- 
claims  within  the  prescribed  period, 
indefeasible  title  is  issued  to  the 
applicant.'  Under  the  Torrens' 
system,  all  that  relates  to  a  plot  of 
land  is  to  be  found  in  one  book, 
^in  which  a  distinct  folium  is 
opened  lor  each  parcel,  which  folium 
contains  a  map  and  the  record  of 
every  estate  and  interest  which  it- 
can  concern  a  purchaser  or  mort- 
gagee to  be  acquainted  vdth. '  ♦The 
owner  of  each  recorded  estate  or 
interest  receives  an  instrument  evi-' 
dencing  his  title,  which  is,  in  fact, 
a -counterpart  or  duplicate  of  that 
portion  of  the  register  which  relates 
to  the  same;  and  this  contains  a 
printed  form  of  agreement  for  trans* 
fer,  discharge,  or  surrender,  as  the 
case  may  be,  to  be  signed  by  the* 
parties,  wherever  they  may  be,  in 
presence  of  notaries,  or  Commis-' 
sioners  for  taking  affidavits,  and* 
transmitted  by  the  post  for  regis- 
tration.' 
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That  our  system  as  established  by 
Lord  Westbnry's  Act  is  a  failure, 
and  that  this  AustraliaiL  method  is 
a  complete  success,  can  surely  ex* 
ate  no  wonder.  Our  system,  it  is 
tnie^  dangles  before  the  eyes  of  the 
applicant  the  bait  of  indefeasible 
tti^:  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  good  reasons  to  keep  him  from 
tte  Office.  In  the  first  place,  he 
may  not  have  '  a  perfect  mai^table 
title  ;*  in  that  case  he  will  be  every 
way  a  loser.  A  conspicuous  merit  of 
SirBobert  Torrens'  method  is,  that 
it  gives  security  to  the  possessor  of 
*a  &ir  holding  title.'  Then,  again, 
personal  attendance  is  required  in 
the  former ;  in  the  latter,  parties  ma^ 
transact  their  business  in  the  locah- 
iies  in  which  they  reside,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  execution  of  the  in* 
stmments  *  in  an  easy,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  safe  way.'  The  plain 
&ct  is  obvious,  that  our  system  is 
not  Registration  of  Title,  but  rather 
Certification  of  Deeds;  the  very 
esseDoe  of  a  system  of  registration 
of  Title  for  the  Transfer  of  Land 
is,  that  the  land  shall  be  passed 
hj  the  act  of  transfer  upon  the 
register.  As  the  3  ist  section  of  Sir 
B.  Torrens'  Australian  Act  puts  it : 
^*Ko  deed  or  instrument  shall  have 
effisct  to  pass  or  charge  any  interest 
or  estate  in  Land ;  but  so  soon  as 
the  recorder  of  titles  shall  have 
entered  in  the  record  the  parti* 
cakrs  of  any  transfer,  charge,  or 
dealing,  the  estate  or  interest  shall 
thereupon  pass  or  become  charged.' 
It  remains  only  to  speak  of  the 
Australian  system  on  two  points — 
the  registration  of  trusts,  and  of 
mortgages.  With  regard  to  the 
f<nrmer,  mere  trusts  are  excluded 
from  the  register ;  and  in  regard  to 
mortgages,  that  excuse  for  costs, 
the  transfer  of  the  legal  estate,  plays 
no  part.  The  Act  plainly  states 
that  'mortgage  and  encumbrance 
shall  have  effect  as  security,  but 
AmIL  not. operate  as  a  Transfer  of 
the  Land  thereby  charged ;  and  in 


case  defiftult  be  made  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  sum,  interest, 
anntiity,  or  rent-charge  thereby  se- 
cured, or  in  the  observance  of  any 
covenant,  and  such  defi&ult  be  con- 
tinued for  the  space  of  one  calendar 
month,  or  for  such  other  period  of 
time  as  may  therein  for  that  pur- 
pose be  expressly  limited,  the  mort- 
gagee or  encumbrancee  may  give 
to  the  mortgagor  or  encumbrancer 
notice  in  writing  to  pay  the  money 
then  due  or  owing  on  such  morU 
gage  or  encumbrance,  or  to  observe 
l^e  covenants  therein  expressed; 
and  that  sale  will  be  effected  unless 
such  default  be  remedied. 

What  do  the  British  mortgagors 
suppose  is  the  cost  of  the  opers^ 
tion?  Ten  shillings!  half  being 
for  transfer,  and  half  for  release. 
But  more  than  this;  the  mort- 
gage being  transferable  by  endorse- 
ment, may  pass  freely  from  hand 
to  hand  like  a  Bank-note.  As  a 
specimen  of  the  transfer  powers 
of  the  Torrens*  Act,  one  gentleman 
writes : — *  Only  two  days  before  the 
packet  sailed  I  had  an  offer  for  my 
estate.  The  intending  purchaser 
went  with  me  to  ihe  Lands  Title 
Office,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  the 
business  was  transacted.  I  got  a 
cheque  for  the  purchase  money, 
and  he  got  an  indefeasible  title  to  the 
land ;  and  as  we  did  the  business 
ourselves,  the  cost  was  only  three 
or  four  pounds.'  As  to  mortgage, 
another  correspondent  writ^  :•— 
'  Kecently  I  purchased  a  sheep  sta- 
tion for  my  son,  and  being  5,000^. 
short  of  the  purchase  money,  I 
mortgaged  some  landfor  the  amount. 
The  transaction  was  completed  in 
less  than  half-an-hour ;  and  as  I 
did  the  business  myself,  the  whole 
expense  was  only  fifteen  shillings. 

It  appears  to  me  that  in  legis- 
lating for  the  Transfer  of  Land  in 
England  we  could  hardly  do  better 
than  copy  the  Australian  system  in 
much  of  its  detail.  But  we  must 
not  make  the     of  error  supposing 
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that  the  registration  of  title  iis  tpakm 
so  simple  a  matter  in  the  old 
country  as  in  the  new.  We  cannot 
make  registration  compnlsorj,  be- 
cause there  exist  many  defective 
titles  such  as  no  office  could  pass. 
The  owners  of  such  titles  must  be 
allowed  to  keep  them  as  they  are 
until  time  has  matured  their  claim. 
In  the  article  entitled  '  Free  Trade 
in  Land,'  which  appeared  in  the 
Contemporary  Review  for  November 
last,  I  made  several  propositions 
which  it  is  necessary  to  re-state,  be- 
cause I  cannot  more  briefly  express 
the  views  I  hold  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  the  Transfer  of  Land. 
The  propositions  were  aa  follow : — 

1.  The  devolution  of  real  pro- 
perty in  cases  of  intestacy  in  the 
same  manner  which  the  law  directs 
in  regard  to  personal  property. 

2.  The  abolition  of  copyhold  and 
customary  tenures. 

3.  The  establishment  of  a  Landed 
Estates  Court  for  the  disposal  of 
encumbered  settled  property. 

4.  A  completion  of  the  Ordnance 
Survey  of  the  United  Kingdom  upon 
a  sufficient  scale. 

5.  A  system  of  registration  of 
title  which  shall  be  compulsory 
upon  the  sale  of  property,  ^e  fees 
upon  registration — suificient  at  least 
to  defray  all  official  expenses — ^being 
a  percentage  on  the  purchase 
money ;  the  same  percentage  for  all 
sums.  A  certificaiie  of  title  would 
be  given  free  of  all  costs  in  respect 
of  any  freehold  lands,  of  which  the 
reputed  owner  could  prove  undis- 
turbed possession  for  thirty  years. 
Any  title  could  be  registered  in  the 
I^nd  Registry  Office  upon  evidence 
of  title  for  thirty  years;  the  fees 
being  the  same  as  in  case  of  sale, 
when  the  registration  would  be 
compulsory. 

6.  That,  preserving  intact  the 
power  of  owners  of  land  to  bequeath 
it  undivided  or  in  shares,  no  gift, 
or  bequest,  or  settlement  of  life 
estate  in  land,  nor  any  trust  esta- 


blishing such  an  estate,  should  here- 
after be  knrfnl;  the  exceptions  being 
in  the  case  of  trusts  for  the  widow 
or  the  infant  children  (until  they 
attain  majority)  of  the  testator,  or 
for  the  benefit  of  a  a  posthuutious 
child. 

I  venture  to  think  that  each  one 
of  these  propositions  would  t^id 
to  facilitate  the  Transfer  of  Land, 
(i)  The  first  would  make  the  law 
equal  and  easily  intelligible  in  its 
operation  in  the  case  of  intestates ; 
whereas,  at  present,  if  a  man  dies 
in  Kent  without  a  will  his  land  is 
distributed  equally  among  his  sons, 
while  in  the  adjoining  counties  the 
Law  of  Primogeniture  prevails. 
(2)  Copyhold  tenure  has  a  certain 
similarity  to  tenure  by  record  of 
title,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  abolish  copyhold  and  castomary 
tenures  if  we  are  to  establish  a 
register,  because  a  universal  reg^ 
tration  of  title  is  in  one  sense  an 
adoption  of  the  State  as  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  which  cannot  admit  any  pri- 
vate competitors.  (3  )  The  establish- 
ment of  a  Landed  Estates  Court 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  Transfer 
of  Land.  We  have  seen,  from  the 
statements  of  Mr.  Caird,  how  large 
a  proportion  of  the  soil  of  this 
countn^  is  in  the  hands  of  embar- 
rassed holders,  whose  lands,  on  their 
own  petition  or  that  of  their  cre- 
ditors, might  be  sold  by  order  of  a 
Judge  of  such  a  Court.  The  pro- 
duce  of  the  soil  of  England  might 
probably  be  doubled  by  the  applica- 
tion of  5oo,ooo,oooZ.  of  capital  in 
excess  of  that  with  which  it  is  now 
so  poorly  provided.  A  part  of  this 
sum  would  be  expended  by  land- 
owners, i£y  by  the  operation  of  such 
a  Court,  the  land  could  be  taken 
from  the  hands  of  men  who  are 
forced  to  starve  it  in  order  to 
keep  themselves  from  insolvency. 
(4)  We  cannot  have  an  efficient 
registration  of  title  without  an  effiac- 
tive  means  for  the  identification  of 
each  parcel  of  land,  and  to  this  end 
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wnmst  have  a  ^ompletioii  of  the 
Oidnanoe  Survey  upon  a  sufficient 
(three  chains  to  an  inch)  scale.  I 
faaye  personally  examined  a  consi* 
derahle  nmnber  of  the  parish  maps, 
and  have  fonndthem  so  excellent  and 
accurate  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
sajing  they  might,  in  rery  many 
cases,  be  adopt^  at  once  for  pur- 
poses of  registration,  being  cor- 
rected, when  necessary,  by  the 
officers  of  the  Qovemment  snrveyf 
(S)  With  regard  to  the  register 
itself,  we  must  remember  that  Ene- 
liah  titles  are  to  those  of  Austraha 
as  the  voluminous  history  of  the 
mother  country  to  that  of  her  young 
and  buxom  diaughter  in  the  Souih 
Pacific  Ocean.  It  would  not  be 
possible  to  pass  a  Bill  through  our 
Legislature  enacting  compulsory 
registration;  we  must  seek  the 
means  of  completing  our  register 
by  the  same  agency  which  is  ope- 
rating in  Ireland — the  self-interest 
of  the  landowners.  Now  on  sale, 
every  man,  by  the  act  itself,  declares 
his  willingness  to  expose  his  title, 
and,  therefore,  there  can  be  no 
hardship  in  making  registration 
compulsory  on  the  occasion  of 
the  sale  of  land.  .  But  a  most  im- 
portant matter — ^which,  of  course, 
presents  no  difficulty  in  Australia — 
!  is  to  shorten  the  time  for  which 
evidence  of  title  is  requisite.  It  is 
now  obligatory  to  prove  title  for 
sixty  years.  I  propose  to  reduce 
this  requirement  by  one-half,  and 
the  change  would,  of  course,  afiPect 
a  vast  number  of  titles  which  are 
I  now  '  maturing '  in  consequence  of 
I  flaws  between  the  thirty  and  sixty 
I  years  of  possession.  The  presenta- 
I  tion,  free  of  all  fees,  of  a  certificate 
I  of  registration  in  respect  of  any 
freehold  lands,  the  owner  of  which 
coold  satis^  some  such  queries 
as  those  which  I  have  previously 
quoted  from  SirR  Torrens'methoo. 
ia  respect  of  his  title  for  thirty 
years,  would,  I  anticipate,  bring 
at  once,  and  without  difficulty,  upon 


the  register  the  bulk  of  that  vast 
portion  of  the  soil  which  is  held  in 
settled  or  entailed  estates.  And 
this  is  needful,  because,  in  order  to 
make  a  registry  successfhl  which 
cannot  be  compulsory,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  devise  means  for  bringing 
the  owners  of  property  to  the  posi- 
tion of  applicants.  The  advantages 
of  registration  soon  prove  them- 
selves when  once  their  reputation 
extends  over  a  wide  area.  The  supe- 
rior selling  value  of  registered  hmd 
would  attract  the  attention  of  all 
who  might  find  themselves  in  the 
position  of  sellers  or  mortgagors. 
It  is  not  in  Ireland,  and  it  would 
not,  of  course,  be  necessary  in  Eng- 
land,  that  an  applicant  for  registra- 
tion should  be  about  to  sell.  '  Any 
title  could  be  registered  in  the  Land 
Begistry  Office  upon  evidence  of 
title  for  thirty  years;'  and  as  for 
the  fees,  the  wisdom  of  Parliament 
would  decide  whether  these  should 
be  of  such  weight  as  to  contri- 
bute largely  to  tiie  publio  revenue, 
as  is  the  case  in  most  continental 
States,  or  whether  they  should  be 
sufficient  only  to  defray  all  official 
expenses.  (6)  The  final  proposi- 
tion I  have  put  forward  would  nave 
a  powerful  effidct  in  promoting  the 
Transfer  of  Land.  It  is  stated  on 
respectable  authority  that  one-sixth 
of  the  soil  of  this  country  is  held 
in  mortmain  by  corpoi'ations ;  but 
this  proportion,  large  as  it  is,  can 
be  but  small  in  comparison  with  the 
area  which  has  no  owner  in  fee 
simple,  which  is  held  by  the  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  on  a  system  of  life 
tenure,  of  nominal  ownership ;  a 
system  under  which  the  duties 
and  the  responsibilities  of  parent 
and  landlord  are  so  conflicting  and 
so  inequitably  regulated.  I  propose 
to  make  no  change  in  the  status  of 
the  aristocracy ;  these  suggestions, 
indeed,  tend  to  raise  the  status  of 
the  landowner  by  compelling  him 
to  be  the  real  owner  of  his  estate, 
with  as  much  power  to  bequeath  it 
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nndiyided  or  in  Bhares  as  lie  has 
over  his  money  in  the  Funds.  Exist- 
ing  trusts  would  not,  of  course,  be 
d^t  with,  except  in  the  case  of 
corporations  which  never  die,  but 
I  would  strictly  prohibit,  with  the 
exception  I  have  named^  the  crea- 
tion of  new  trusts;  and  this,  of 
course,  would  greatly  simplify  the 
registration  of  titles.  The  aim 
should  be  to  have  but  one  descrip- 


tion of  title  to  land — ^that  of  owner 
in  fee  simple.  Then  the  registry 
would  be,  indeed,  a  simple  affiiir, 
dealing  with  ownership,  leaseholds, 
and  mortgages.  In  sight  of  so  giest 
a  naticmal  i^yantage,  I  am  disposed 
to  think  and  to  hope  that  the  real 
or  supposed  inter«rt  of  any  dass 
will  not  much  longer  be  allowed  te 
impede  progress. 

Abtuub  Abnold. 
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A  PLEA  FOE  BLACK  BARTHOLOMEW, 


AT  a  time  when  the  demands 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  hier- 
archy are  forcing  the  Grovemment 
to  overturn  the  University  system 
of  Ireland,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
how  mildly  those  dignituies  have 
recentty  been  speaking  about  here- 
tics.   The  fact  is  rather  melancholy 
to  any  one  who  values  the  logic  of 
fidih,  and  the  consistency  of  the 
priesthood.     We  have  surely  fallen 
on  de^nerate  days  when  the  Latin 
Churdi  is   losing  the   old  logical 
rigour  with  which  she  shaped  her 
practice  in  the  ages  of  faith.     A 
chill  of  horror  would,  for  example, 
have  been  struck  to  the  heart  of 
Pope  Pius  v..  Pope  Gregory  XIII., 
Pope  Clement  YIII.,  the  Cardinal  of 
Lorraine,  Cardinal  Salviati,  Cardinal 
SantoriOy  and  the  Pere  Sorbin,  if 
they  could,  in  the  place  of  bUss  to 
which  they  have  gone,  have  read 
what    the    public    journals    said 
some  time  ago  about  the  venge- 
ance which,  on  the  day  of  Saint 
Bartholomew,  smote  down  the  he- 
resy of  France.  Those  Popes  of  holy 
memory  and  those  sainted  fathers 
of  the   Church  would  have  been 
shocked  hv  the  degenerate  piety  of 
modem  Catholicism;   for  they  all 
held  the  destruction  of  heretics  to  be 
ah^h  and  holy  duty,  the  highest 
and  the  holiest  indeed   that  could 
fall  to  Iheir  hand  in  the  dark  days 
which  followed  the  revolt  of  Luther. 
Before  Pius  V.  was  made  Pope,  he 
had  been   trained  in  the  saintly 
office  of  Inquisitor  General  to  see 
that  thumb-screws  and  the  rack  and 
the  fagot  were  the  most  poteot  argU' 
ments  against  heresy.     Thus  had 
he  won  many  victories  over  men 
possessed  with  the  seven  devils  of 
theological  error,  and  thus  had  he 
stamped  heresy  out  of  Italy.  In  that 
Wared  land  the  Church  was  safe. 
But  he  saw  Germany  more  than  half 

TOL.  Vn. — NO.  XIXIX.     KBW  SERIES. 


won  over  to  the  enemies  of  Heaven 
because  Cajetan  had  argued  with 
Luther  instead  of  hanging  him  up 
by  the  thumbs ;  and  he  found  heresy 
BO  strong  in  Fmnce  that  the  Hugue- 
nots might  yet  capture    a    great 
stronghold  of  the  Church.     So  he 
cried    to    all    Catholic  kings  and 
princes  to  make  bare  the  sword 
against  heresy;  and  he  gave  the 
message  of  *'  Slay  and  spare  not* 
to  that  Catherine  de  Medicis  who 
could  play  the  part  of  a  Catholic 
when  she  had^an  object  to  gain,, 
although  she  believed  as  little  in 
priest  as  in  presbyter,  and  although 
she  kept  what  small  store  of  super^- 
tion  lay  in  her  Machiavellian  soul  for 
her  sibylline  communings  with  the 
stars.     She  was  commanded  to  ex- 
terminate the  heretics  if  she  would 
save  herself  from  the  vengeance  of 
God.    But  the  Holy  Father  went 
to  the  grave  uncheered  by  the  sight 
of  even  one  great  massacre  of  the 
Huguenots  ;  and*the  clouds  of  night 
seemed  to  be   gathering  over  the 
Church  when  it  passed  under  the 
sceptre  of  Ghregory  XIII.    The  King 
of  France  was  about  to  enter  into  a 
league  with  the  heretics  by  giving 
the  hand  of  his  own  sister,  Margaret 
of  Valois,  to  the  Pi'ince  of  Beam, 
the  son  of  that  Jeanne  d'Albret  who 
had  defied  the  Pope,  and  Spain,  and 
France  ;  who  had  advocated  Pro- 
testantism with  the  learning  and  the 
logic  of    a  theologian;   who    had 
codified  the  laws    of   her    people 
with  the  zeal  of  a  provincial  Jus* 
tinian ;  and  who  governed  her  little 
country  with    such   statesmanlike 
wisdom,  such  forethought,  and  such 
baffling  audacity,  that,  if  she  had 
possessed  as  large  a  field  of  action 
as  her  contemporary  Elizabeth,  she 
would  have  left  even  a  greater  name. 
To  prevent  the  unholy  union,  the 
Vatican  sent  to  Charles  an  embassy 
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cf  sQcb  saintly  men  as  the  Cardinal 
of  Alessandria,  the  Father  General  of 
the  Jesuits,  and  Cardinal  Aldobran- 
dini,  who  was  afterwards  Pope.  The 
obstinate  king  would  not  forego 
the  project.  But  he  whispered  to 
the  Cardinal  of  Alessandria  a  word 
which,  when  the  news  of  Saint 
Bartholomew  was  brought  to  Rome, 
caused  that  saintly  man  to  cry, 
*  Thank  God,  the  king  has  kept 
his  promise  !*  The  interview  took 
place  early  in  1572.  The  mar- 
riage was  celebrated  in  August. 
Admiral  Coligny,  most  of  the  other 
Huguenot  chiefs,  and  a  crowd  of 
Huguenot  gentlemen  and  heretics  of 
low  degree  had  gone  to  Paris  with 
Henry  of  Navarre  and  his  mother. 
But  Jeanne  d*  Albret  did  not  live  to 
see  the  marriage  to  which  she  bad 
given  an  unwillmg  consent.  She  died 
iu  the  midst  of  the  gaiety,  poisoned 
by  Catherine,  it  was  whispered,  but, 
it  is  much  more  likely,  smitten 
down  by  anguish  for  the  thought  of 
the  dark  future  that  she  saw  before 
her  poor  people.  The  greatest  soul 
of  France  was  soon  forgotten  in  the 
revelry ;  the  Protestant  Prince  and 
the  Catholic  Princess  were  wedded 
in  spite  of  the  Pope  ;  and  all  Paris 
was  gay  with  festive  light  and  song 
and  danc^,  when  the  shot  of  an  as* 
sassin  struck  dovm  Coligny.  Whe« 
ther  it  was  fired  with  the  consent 
of  Charles,  and  whether  Charles 
had  thus  been  wilfully  leading  the 
Admiral  on  to  death ;  or  whether  the 
deed  was  solely  the  work  of  Cathe- 
rine,the  Dukeof  Anjou,  and  the  Duke 
of  Guise,  is  a  question  that  threatens 
to  for  ever  live  among  the  unsolved 
problems  of  history.  Whether, 
again,  the  massacre  had  been  de- 
liberately planned  when  the  Hu- 
;guenots  had  been  drawn  to  Paris, 
and  whether  the  marriage  had  only 
been  used  to  bait  the  trap,  is  another 
question  which  reveals  a  drawn 
battle  of  evidence.  But  all  the  rest 
is  comparatively  clear.    The  king 


consented  that  there  should  be  a 
^laughter  of  the  caged  Huguenots. 
In  the  evidence  which  is  said  to  be 
his  brother's,  we  are  told  that  the 
king's  consent  was  reluctantly  given 
at  first,  but  that,  after  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  act,  he 
was  so  eager  that  the  work  should 
be  done  thoroughly  as  to  cry, 
*  Kill  them  every  one,  so  that  none 
shall  be  left  to  reproach  me.'  The 
signal  was  given  by  the  murder  of 
the  wounded  Admiral ;  the  bands  of 
the  Court  took  each  a  district  of 
Paris,  so  as  to  make  a  harvest  of 
death  in  which  there  should  be  no 
need  for  gleaning ;  they  were  joined 
by  crowds  of  good  Catholics, 
whose  souls  had  been  stirred  to 
frenzy  by  the  pious  message  of  the 
priests  that  the  heretics  were  hated 
by  Heaven,  and  were  to  be  de- 
stroyed witii  an  utter  destruction. 
So  the  work  of  blood  went  on  for 
three  days  and  three  nights.  Nobles, 
gentlemen,  and  plebeian  people^ 
philosophers,  scholars,  and  preadi- 
ers,  grey-headed  men,  women,  chil- 
dren, and  the  baby  at  the  breast  lay 
dead  in  the  streets  and  the  houses, 
or  were  swept  down  by  the  flooded 
Seine.  The  Court,  it  is  said,  would 
have  stopped  the  massacre  if  it 
could ;  but  fiaoiatioism  is  too  fiery  a 
steed  to  be  pulled  up  by  the  toy 
bridle  of  a  kingly  message,  and  the 
people  had  too  well  learned  tiie 
lesson  of  the  priests  to  forget  how 
to  practise  it  when  the  preachers  of 
heresy  lay  vnthin  their  grasp.  And 
so  the  massacre  spread  to  Meanx, 
Orleans,  and  Lyons,  gathering  snch 
strength  of  fxiry  that  in  some 
places  the  gutters  ran  with  blood, 
and  until  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  or  se- 
renty  thousand  Frenchmen  and 
Frenchwomen  had  been  sent  before 
the  throne  of  that  Grod  who  is  the 
last  judge  of  theological  proposi- 
tions. Never  had  so  tremendous  a 
blow  been  given  to  heresy.  And 
the  Holy  Falser  was  fall  of  becoming 
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thankfulness.  When,  before  tHe 
Popeand  the  assembled  cardinals,  the 
Caadinal  Secretary  of  State  read  the 
despatch  of  the  Nuncio  Salviati,  Gre- 
gory said  that  the  tidings  were  more 
welcome  to  him  than  fifty  battles  of 
Lepanto,  and  the  holy  band  walked 
straight  to  charch  to  sing  a  T0 
B^um  nnto  the  God  of  mercies. 
That  night  the  gnns  of  St.  Angelo 
soanded  forth  their  jubilation,  and 
for  three  nights  the  illuminated 
streets  of  the  Eternal  City  carried 
to  far-off  peasants  the  glad  tidinga 
that  the  enemies  of  Heaven  had  been 
slain.  When  the  fullness  and  pre- 
cise character  of  the  vengeance  had 
been  further  borne  to  his  ears,  the 
Holy  Father  went  to  the  church  of 
San  Laigo  with  thirty-three  of  his 
cardinals  to  hear  mass  in  token  of 
gratitude.  And  he  proclaimed  a 
jubilee  to  the  Christian  world.  And 
in  a  solemn  Bull  he  announced  that, 
since  Grod  had  enabled  the  King  of 
France  to  pour  out  vengeance  on 
the  heretics  who  had  defaced  re- 
ligion, and  to  punish  the  chiefs  of 
the  rebellion  which  had  laid  waste 
the  country,  all  Catholics  should 
pray  that  he  might  have  grace  to 
finish  what  had  been  so  weU  begun. 
The  ^ill  of  a  medalist  was  called 
in  to  stamp  the  symbol  of  the  great 
victory  in  everlfiiting  brass  ;  and 
the  skill  of  the  painter  was  invoked 
to  give  it  the  glory  of  fitting  line 
and  hue.  The  rose  of  gold  was  the 
high  and  holy  giflb  which  denoted 
the  depth  of  the  Papal  gratitude  to 
Charles. 

Such  was  the  Massacre  of  Saint 
Bartholomew.  There  have,  no 
doubt,  been  attempts  to  rob  the 
Pope  and  the  cardinals  of  the  saintly 
honour  which  they  won  by  their 
jubilations.  It  has  often  been  said 
that  they  did  not  know  how  the 
deed  ha!a  been  done  when  they 
offered  up  to  God  the  praises  of  the 
Church,  and  that  they  fancied  the 
victoty  to  be  auch  as  men  might  win 


in  fair  fight.  But  to  put  forward 
such  a  plea  ia  to  do  a  signal  in* 
justice,  to  the  Vatican.  .  It  must 
often,  I  feel,  denote  only  the 
modesty  of  the  theologians.  For 
many  of  them  must  be  well  aware 
ih&t  the  Pope  thoroughly  knew 
what  had  been  done  in  the  streets 
of  Paris,  and  it  is  only  because  they 
are  bashful  that  they  do  not  claim 
for  him  so  high  a  crown  of  theo-, 
logical  consistency.  A  ruder  ex- 
planation  is,  that  those  who  rob 
him  of  due  credit  are  guilty  of  de- 
liberate lying.  A  subtler  hypo- 
thesis is,  that  long  and  loving  study 
of  hagiology  and  priestly  miracles 
has  so  blotted  out  the  sense  of  truth 
as  to  make  falsehood  the  unconscious 
but  inevitable  tissue  of  speech  in  all 
who  frame  apologies  for  the  Papal 
Church.  Since  1  am  writing  a  plea 
for  Black  Bartholomew,  I  fall  back 
upon  the  idea  that  the  denial  of 
notorious  fact  springs  from  undue 
and  mistaken  modesty.  But  to  all 
who  prize  the  grand  logical  consis- 
tency of  theology,  the  alarming  fact 
is,  that  notasingle  Catholic,  not  even 
Louis  Veuillot,  will  now  audibly 
praise  the  slaughter  of  the  Hu- 
guenots. Crowds  of  Catholics  come 
forward  to  brand  it  as  a  deed  of 
wickedness,  and  eminent  dignitaries 
of  the  Church  have  been  quick  to 
say  that,  if  the  Pope  and  the  car- 
dinals did  know  what  kind  of  deed 
they  were  glorifying  with  the  in- 
cense of  their  Te  Deumy  they  stand 
condemned  in  the  eye  of  Heaven. 

For  my  purpose,  however,  it  isneed- 
less  to  prove  either  that  the  Vatican 
prompted  such  a  deed  of  vengeance 
aa  the  massacre,  or  applauded  the 
vengeance.  My  proposition  is  that, 
if  the  Pope  and  the  cardinals  had 
not  a  hand  in  the  massacre,  they 
ought  to  have  had.  If  they  had 
not,  they  so  far  forgot  their  duty  as 
to  gibbet  themselves  for  the  scorn 
of  all  who  have  at  heart  the  grand 
old  rigour  of  the  Church,  the  lo- 
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gical  consistency  of  her  creed,  and 
the  reality  of  her  message  that  such 
as  Moses  was  to  the  Children  of 
Israel,  she  is  to  all  peoples  who 
wander  through  the  desert  of  sin. 

We  £eu1  to  do  jnstioe  to   snch 
Churchmen  as  Pius  Y.  and  the  Car- 
dinal Santorio,  because  the  imagina* 
tion  itself  can  scarcely  figure  the 
immensity  of  the  space  which  was 
once  filled  by  the  Church,  or  fathom 
the  depth  of  the   sanctity  which 
went  with  her  ministrations.     She 
alone  was  the  gate  of  heaven.    To 
her  alone   had   been   given   those 
spiritual  keys  which  could  unlock 
the  fountains  of  sacramental  grace. 
She  could  give  everlasting  bliss  to 
untold  miUions  of  men ;  and,  were 
she  to  be  enfeebled  in  any  land,  or 
to  be    driven   from   any  place  of 
power,  or  to  be  dethronea  in  a  great 
country    like    France,    everlasting 
perdition  might   come  to  millions 
more.       These     were    no    vague 
phrases.    The  theologians  believed 
in  heaven  and  hell  as  we  worldlings 
beUeve  in  the  Stock  Exchange  or 
the    Bankruptcy    Court.     Heaven 
had  not    yet    fled  away  into   the 
abysses  of  space,  beyond  the  sweep 
of  the  mightiest  spiritual  telescope, 
leaving  only  a  tradition  of  dream- 
land to  mark  its  place  and  glory.  It 
was  as  near  and  as  well  known  as 
the  Paradise  of  Islam.     A  monk 
would  give  a  list  of  the  joys  which 
awaited  the    shriven   and  purified 
soul.     He  could  figure  in  cunning 
line  and  glowing  tint  his  render- 
ing  of  the   Holy  City,   the  New 
Jerusalem,     with    the    light    like  . 
a  jasper  stone,  clear  as  crystal,  the 
twelve  gates,  the  twelve  angels,  the 
streets  of  pure    gold,  as   it  were 
transparent    glass,    the    city    that 
had  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of 
the  moon  to  shine  in  it,  the  gates 
that  should  not  be  shut  at  aU  by 
day,  for  there  should  be  no  night 
there.    All  this  was  a  reality  that 
men  could  touch  with  the  finger, 


and  see  with  the  eye,  of  fidth,  and 
towards  which  they  could  go  at  the 
hour    of    death   with    such     cer- 
tainty as  we  make  our  way  from 
street  to  street.    And  still  nearer 
and  more  tangible  was  the  lake  that 
burned  with  fire  and  brimstone.     In 
vision  penitents  had   skirted   that 
place  of  fire  and  woe,  had  been  sick- 
ened by  the  scent  of  the  sulphur,  had 
been  scorched  by  the  flamnes  that 
burned  everlastingly,  had  heard  the 
groans  of  the  anguish  that  should  go 
up  for  ever  to  the  throne  of  God,  and 
should  for  ever  find  a  pitiless  ear. 
There  had  no    doubt    been   timea 
when    elegant    pagans    like    Pope 
Leo  X.  could  pass  hghtly  over  snch 
horror  and  such  joy,  when  sceptica 
like  Pope  Alexander  could  laugh  at 
the  whole  &brio  of  dogmatic  theo- 
logy,   and    when  refined   reclnses 
could  subtilise   the  tenets   of    the 
Church  into  the  empty  air  of  alle- 
gory;   but  nevertheless   they  liad 
always  been  tremendous  realities  to 
the  mass  of  men,  and  the  intensity 
had  been  deepened  by  the  revolt  of 
Luther.     His  assaults  made  more 
vivid  the   reality  of  the  fJE^itk    at 
which  he  had  struck.     The  faithful 
wished  to  defend  the  Church  like  a 
band  of  citizens  whose  revelry  has 
been  broken  by  the  note  of    the 
enemy  at  the  gates,  and  who,  dash- 
ing down  the  wine-cup,  foreet  their 
mirth,  and  go  grimly  to  die.     No 
more  elegant  pagans,  atheists,  mnr- 
derers,   and  unhanged   scoundrels 
were  allowed  to  seat  themselves  in 
the  chair  of  St.  Peter  ;  but  deconim 
was  placed  there,  and  austerity  of 
life  and  faith,  and  ferocious  piety» 
Pius  V.  belonged  to  the  new  order 
of  pontifis.     He  cared  for  nothings 
but  the  Church.     He  knew  that  all 
the  other  treasures   of   the    earth 
were  but  as  dust  and  ashes  in  com- 
parison.    Hence  he  hated  heresy  a 
thousand  times  more  than  he  hated 
theft,  or  lying,  or  murder,  or  any 
of  the  sins  against  which  Moses  had 
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brought  to  Israel  tho  mandate  of 
Jehovah.  He  called  heretics  the 
greatest  of  scoundrels.  He  said  that 
he  would  rather  give  pardon  to  a  man 
whohaddoneahondred  deeds  oCmur- 
der  than  to  one  confirmed  heretic. 
He  summoned  Catherine  de  Medicis 
to  put  all  the  Hugaenots  to  death. 
He  proclaimed  that  he  wished  them 
to  he  exterminated.  And  he 
reasoned  with  nnimpeachahle  logic. 
Falsehood  and  robbery  and  mnrder 
tend  to  kill  themselves  by  the  fact 
that  they  manifestly  tend  to  kill 
society.  They  are  never  enjoined 
in  solemn  edicts  or  in  gospels,  and 
2^  least  an  attempt  is  made  to  stamp 
them  out  as  if  they  were  noxious 
beasts.  Each  generation  and  each 
country  tends  to  shut  in  and  ex. 
tinguish  its  own  brood  of  crime ;  so 
that  crime  is,  after  all,  not  a  curse 
that  need  carry  fear  to  the  hearts 
of  holy  men.  But  it  is  terribly 
different  with  heresy.  That  takes 
the  form  of  an  augel  of  light,  so  as 
to  deceive,  if  possible,  even  the 
elect.  It  spreads  like  a  pestilence, 
from  land  to  land,  borne  as  stealth- 
Oy  as  if  on  the  wings  of  the  wind, 
and  as  fatally  as  if  it  carried  the 
touch  of  the  angel  of  death.  It 
penetrates  everywhere,  into  the 
i»alace  of  kings  as  into  the  huts  of 
peasants.  No  argument  or  ana- 
thema can  bar  its  stealthy  way,  and 
wherever  it  goes  it  brings  everlast- 
ing woe.  As  the  leper  of  the  middle 
ages  was  shunned  by  all  unsmitten 
men,  even  when  rich,  or  nobly  bom, 
or  gifted  with  intellect,  so  should 
the  heretic  be  accursed  of  all 
Catholics.  There  was  once,  as 
Heine  says,  a  poet  whose  songs 
vere  sung  by  all  his  German  coun^ 
trymen,  and  whose  name  was  a 
glory  in  their  ears ;  but  no  man 
we  speak  to  him  or  touch  him,  for 
he  was  a  leper  ;  and  ofb  at  eventide 
^  people  would  hear  him  sounding 
throogh  the  gloom  the  clapper  of 
lAzarus,  with  which  the  poor  clerk 


warned  away  the  singers  of  his 
songs  from  the  touch  of  his  unclean 
hand.  And  so  was  it  with  the 
heretic.  However  nobly  endowed 
with  brain,  or  with  what  the  world 
calls  goodness,  he  was  to  be  shunned 
like  a  leper,  for  in  his  words  lay 
everlasting  banishment  from  God. 

Such  was  heresy  three  hundred 
years  ago,  when  the  rulers  of  the 
Church  saw  the  august  and  holy 
fabric  menaced  with  partial  destruc- 
tion, and  millions  of  the  people, 
therefore,  with  eternal  death .  What 
then  were  the  Pope  and  the  cardi- 
nals bound  to  do  ?  'Do  nothing  but 
E reach  the  truth,'  says  that  modem 
iberalism  which  draws  its  inspira- 
tion from  the  natural  unre^enerate 
heart  of  man.  '  Do  nothmg  but 
preiboh ! '  while  the  enemy  was 
thundering  at  the  gates  of  the 
Church,  poisoning  the  wells  of  her 
people,  smiting  thousands  and  mil- 
lions with  unending  woe  !  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  measure  the  feebleness  of 
the  imagination,  or  the  dulness  of 
the  theological  sense,  which  could 
tender  such  advice  to  frenzied 
Churchmen.  We  should  give  the 
reply  of  speechless  contempt  or  in- 
dignation to  such  counsel  if  it  were 
offered  as  a  guide  to  ourselves  in  the 
every-day  affairs  of  life.  To  do 
nothing  but  preach  is  not  what  we 
imagine  to  be  our  duty  when  we 
stand  face  to  face  with  an  evil,  seen, 
palpable,  tremendous  in  its  sweep  of 
ruin.  We  do  not  preach  to  a  Thug 
whom  we  have  caught  in  the  act 
of  flinging  his  leaded  cord  round  the 
neck  of  a  traveller.  We  shoot  him 
dead,  or  we  hang  him  on  the  near- 
est tree,  contemptuously  deaf  to  his 
plea  that  he  was  taking  life  at  the 
dictate  of  a  profoundly  religious  im- 
pulse. We  laueh  at  his  prayer  for 
religious  toleration,  and  we  tell  him 
that,  if  such  is  the  supreme  sacra- 
ment of  his  faith,  he  cannot  exist  in 
the  same  world  as  we,  and  must  be 
strangled  as  pitilessly  as  if  he  were 


Digitized  by 


Google 


284 


A  Plea  for  Black  Bartholomew. 


[Mindi 


a  wolf.  K  we  were  to  catch  a  colony 
of  Thugs  red-handed,  if  we  were  to 
see  the  bodies  of  our  dearest  rela- 
tives lying  dead  in  the  grasp  of  the 
knotted  cord,  if  we  were  to  be  filled 
with  cool  frenzy  by  the  memory  of 
the  thousand  murderous  rites  that 
had  gone  unpunished,  we  should  not 
stop  for  the  ministrations  of  juris- 
prudence, but  should  peremptorily 
bid  the  fanatics  begone  from  a  world 
which  they  were  trying  to  make 
uninhabitable.  In  truth,  we  poor, 
degenerate,  faithless  modems  have 
done  such  deeds  at  the  impulse  of  less 
maddening  motives.  The  punish- 
ment of  the  sepoys  after  the  Indian 
Mutiny  is  not  generally  supposed  to 
have  erred  on  the  side  of  mercy; 
nor  is  the  massacre  of  the  negroes  in 
Jamaica  usually  cited  as  a  proof 
of  superstitious  respect  for  the 
etiquette  of  law  ;  nor  again  is  the 
yengeance  which  the  troops  of  Ver- 
sailles poured  out  upon  the  Oommu- 
nalists  of  Paris  commonly  supposed 
to  have  been  marked  by  a  reverence 
for  the  rules  of  the  Code  Napoleon. 
Now,  such  as  a  colony  of  Thugs 
would  be  to  us,  such  as  the  muti- 
nous sepoys  were  to  our  Indian 
soldiers,  such  as  the  negroes  of  Ja- 
maica were  to  Eyre's  *  Lambs,'  and 
such  as  the  Communalists  of  Paris 
were  to  the  troopers  of  Gralifet,  that, 
and  a  thousand  times  more  than 
that,  were  the  Huguenots  to  Salviati, 
the  Cardinal  of  Lorraine,  Aldo- 
brandini,  Pius  V.  and  Gregory  XIII. 
The  Huguenots  were  worse  than 
Thugs,  for  they  were  choking  the 
spiritual  life  of  men ;  they  were 
throwing  the  leaded  cord  of  damn- 
able and  wicked  error  round  the 
neck  of  that  Holy  Church  which 
had  been  sanctified  by  the  blood  of  a 
thousand  martyrs.  Those  princes 
of  the  Church  were  men  of  intellect, 
eincerity,  and  intrepidity,  who  saw 
what  was  practically  meant  by  her 
tremendous  doctrines,  and  who 
knew  that  they  dare  not  tamper 


with  the  least  of  her  mighty  appli- 
ances of  salvation.  A  slaughter  of 
the  heretics  would,  they  knew,  save 
millions,  perhaps  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions, from  everlasting  destruction ; 
and  in  comparison  with  such  a 
victory  of  Heaven,  what  signified 
the  destruction  of  a  paltry  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  heretics,  who  had,  of 
course,  already  earned  for  them- 
selves the  blackness  of  darkness  for 
ever  ?  The  Pope  and  the  cardinals^ 
I  repeat,  were  brave  and  consistent 
men,  who  understood  their  creed, 
and  did  their  duty.  And  so  were 
most  of  the  Catholics  of  Paris  and 
the  other  orthodox  cities  of  France. 
The  Church,  and  especially  the 
Jesuits,  had  been  thundering  into 
their  ears  the  tidings  that  Protes- 
tantism was  not  an  intellectual 
error,  but  a  crime;  and  not  only 
a  crime,  but  the  most  damnable 
wickedness  that  it  had  ever  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive ; 
a  crime  worse  than  robbery  or  than 
murder,  because  it  laid  its  annihi- 
lating grasp  on  the  hopes  of  the 
world  to  come.  So  Pope,  and  ca^r- 
dinals,  and  priests,  and  people  hated 
the  enemies  of  the  Church  as  the 
Israelites  had  hated  the  Philistines 
whom  the  chosen  people  had  been 
commanded  to  destroy,  both  man 
and  woman,  young  and  old,  with 
the  edge  of  the  sword.  And  so  ihej 
smote  the  Huguenots  of  Paris  as 
Joshua  smote  the  people  of  Ai.  The 
avengers  of  Holy  Church  went  to 
Orleans  and  Lyons  and  slew  the 
rebels  against  her  decrees,  even  as 
Joshua  went,  and  all  Israel  with 
him,  to  Debir,  and  took  it,  and  the 
king  thereof,  and  all  the  cities 
thereof,  and  smote  them  with  the 
edge  of  the  sword,  and  utterly  de- 
stroyed all  the  souls  that  were 
therein.  The  ministering  spirit  of 
dogmatic  theology  came  like  an 
angel  of  death  to  all  the  cities  of 
France,  as  Joshua  smote  all  the 
cities  of  the  hills,  and  of  the  south, 
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and  of  the  vale,  and  of  tlie  springs, 
and  all  their  kings ;  and  left  none 
remaining,  but  utterly  destroyed  all 
that  breathed,  as  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel  had  commanded .  iNever  had 
Ae  world  seen  such  an  outburst  of 
theology  since  Israel  was  armed  with 
the  sword  of  Joshua.  And  the  pious 
crowds  of  Catholics,  the  priests,  the 
cardinals,  and  the  Holy  Father, 
who  did  the  deed  of  vengeance,  or 
sanctified  it  by  the  hymns  of  the 
Church,  displayed  a  grand  consis- 
tency which  casts  shame  on  the 
&ciag  both  ways  of  this  degenerate 
age.  They  acted  like  the  true  host 
of  Israel,  armed  with  the  mandate 
of  absolute  truth,  and  commanded 
to  follow  the  Joshua  of  the  Vatican. 
It  is  true  that  in  the  time  of 
Catherine  and  Gregory,  as  in  our 
own  d»y,  some  degenerate  Catholics 
did  display  less  theological  consis- 
tency. At  least  one  prelate,  and 
many  priests,  and  a  crowd  of  lay- 
men, did  whisper  words  of  horror 
when  they  saw  the  gutters  of  the 
streets  red  with  Huguenot  blood; 
and  some  of  those  soft-hearted 
people  even  gave  shelter  to  the 
hxmted  heretics.  The  Nuncio  Sal- 
viati  indignantly  teld  the  Holy 
lather  how  some  great  men  of  the 
Court  had, betrayed  the  weakness  of 
tibeir  zeal  for  the  Church  by  deliber- 
ately sparing  the  lives  of  heretics ; 
and  so  high  a  crime  against  theo- 
logy was  unquestionably  perpetrated 
by  the  Duke  of  Guise,  who  was  too 
much  of  a  politician,  and  too  eager 
to  fight  for  his  own  land,  to  be  a 
good  Catholic.  Those  who  thus 
weakly  listened  to  the  promptings 
of  their  own  hearts  were  faithless, 
I  repeat,  alike  to  the  spirit  and  the 
letter  of  the  edicts  of  the  Church  ; 
but  we  can  plead  some  excuses  for 
their  refusal  to  be  faithful  unto 
slaying.  Most  of  them  were  poor, 
ignorant,  and  more  fond  of  the 
world  than  of  the  Church.  They 
weie  men  of  mean  understandings. 


They  came  fix)m  that  'common 
people,'  of  whom  we  hear  in  those 
Gospels  which  lamentably  lack  a 
systematic  theology.  And,  as  Dr. 
Newman  says,  a  popular  religion 
must  always  be  a  corrupt  religion. 
However  full  of  logical  vigour  a 
theological  system  may  be  when  it 
has  been  fashioned  by  schoolmen, 
and  straitened  by  inquisitorial  fin- 
gers, the  natural  unregenerate  heart 
of  man,  which  is  deceitful  above 
aU  things  and  desperately  wicked, 
will  break  the  force  of  the  blows  by 
the  padding  of  a  soft  and  illogical 
mercy.  Pleas  for  mercy  may  have 
been  whispered  even  in  the  camp  of 
Joshua  himself  when  Joshua  was 
out  of  hearing :  and,  at  any  rate, 
such  prayers  did  break  the  force 
of  the  vengeance  which  fell  on 
the  heresy  of  France,  because  the 
spirit  of  dogmatic  theology  had  not 
been  able  to  root  out  those  weak 
feelings  of  the  heart  which  prompt 
men  to  show  pity  upon  all  prisoners 
and  captives,  and  to  defend  all  that 
are  desolate  and  oppressed.  Many 
a  parish  priest  must  have  but 
feebly  conceived  the  grandeur  of 
the  apparatus  of  salvation  which 
stretohed  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ; 
which  was  destined  to  last  until  the 
Judgment  Day ;  which  held  within 
the  grasp  of  doctrines  and  sacra> 
mente  the  issues  of  eternal  salva- 
tion; and  which  made  all  other 
human  institutions,  human  life 
itself,  and  the  claims  of  kindred, 
sink  by  comparison  into  the  depths 
of  insignificance.  And  many  of 
the  poor  burghers  knew  as  little 
about  the  theological,  hierarchical, 
and  political  machinery  which  sent 
the  pulses  of  spiritual  life  through 
the  Church,  as  any  poor  agricultural 
labourer  of  England  knows  about 
the  secrete  of  the  Cabinet.  Hence- 
we  cannot  visit  them  with  high 
blame  because  they  so  far  listened 
to  the  promptings  of  their  own  un- 
tutored hearts,  as  to  fancy  that  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


260 


A  Plea  for  Black  Bartholomew, 


[March 


destruction  of  the  Huguenots  was  an 
act^  not  of  soTereign  mercy,  but  of 
detestable  murder.  It  is  sufficient 
to  know  that  the  official  interpreters 
of  theology  better  understood  their 
duty,  and  that  their  eyes  were 
blinded  by  no  tears  of  maudlin 
sympathy. 

Tnere  is  only  oue  ground  on 
which  such  a  deed  of  vengeance 
could  be  consistently  denounced  by 
the  theologians  of  the  Latin  Church. 
It  could  be  consistently  denounced 
if  they  could  prove  that  so  extreme 
an  act  of  punishment  was  not 
needed  to  compass  the  overthrow  of 
heresy;  that  the  work  could  have 
been  done  in  milder  ways ;  and  that, 
not  only  did  the  plan  faU,  but  was 
manifestly  doomed  to  be  a  failure. 
Even  the  Church  has  no  right  to  use 
undue  rigour  of  stroke.  She  has 
doubtless  as  much  right  to  stamp 
out  heresy  as  the  State  has  to  stamp 
out  the  rinderpest,  and  to  do  that 
duiy  in  precisely  the  same  way. 
But,  just  as  the  State  would  do 
wrong  to  kill  all  the  diseased  cattle 
within  a  given  area  if  it  were  obvi- 
ous that  the  pestilence  could  be 
prevented  from  spreading  by  milder 
ways  of  protection,  or  if  it  were  clear 
that  the  slaughter  could  not  stop  the 
contagion,  so  the  Church  would  be 
blind,  thoughtless,  and  unmerciful, 
were  she  recklessly  to  slaughter 
diseased  Christians. 

That  plea,  however,  fails  to  cast 
ihe  slightest  doubt  on  the  theolo- 
gical necessity  of  Saint  Bartholo- 
mew, for  it  was  clear  to  the  Pope, 
and  to  every  other  person  with  an 
eye  in  his  head,  that,  if  the  Hugue- 
nots were  not  put  down  with  fire 
and  sword,  they  might  gain  such  a 
victory  in  France  as  the  Lutherans 
had  won  in  Qermany.  The  fate  of 
French  Catholicism,  and  hence  the 
prospect  of  etemsJ  salvation  for 
millions,  was  at  stake.  When 
Coligny  and  the  rest  of  the  Protes- 
tant chiefs  lay  in  Paris,  the  power  of 


heresy  might  be  cut  off  at  a  stroke, 
and  such  a  chance  of  rooting  out 
heresy  would  probably  never  come 
again.  It  would  have  been  high 
treaspn  against  the  majesty  of  th^- 
logy  to  let  the  opportunity  pasa  by. 
And  the  supreme  theological 
defence  of  the  deed  is  given  by  its 
theological  effects;  for  it  saved 
France.  It  saved  France  for  the 
Church.  The  massacre  did  not,  it 
is  true,  wholly  stamp  out  heresy. 
Indeed  it  left  nearly  two  millions  of 
diseased  Christians  to  spread  the 
rinderpest  of  eternal  iisatii.  So 
far,  it  failed  because  the  acts  of  the 
Court  did  not  rise  to  the  rigour  of 
Uie  vengeance  which  had  fiUed  the 
imagination  of  Pius  Y,  A  Pope, 
armed  with  the  power  of  Charles 
IX.,  would  have  been  needed  to 
sweep  away  the  whole  Protestant 
brood.  A  merely  secular  king,  even 
if  as  free  from  disturbing  emotions 
as  Catberine,  or  as  gifted  with  fury 
of  passion  as  Charles,  could  not 
have  done  an  act  so  grand  in  its 
sanguinary  completeness.  And 
even  such  theological  rigour  as  the 
Court  did  attempt  was  but  half  exe- 
cuted, because  some  governors  of 
the  provincial  towns  had  been 
taught  theology  so  badly,  or  under- 
stood it  so  ill,  that  they  would  not 
obey  the  whispered  commands  of 
the  Court  to  slay  the  Protestants* 
Thus  did  the  punishment  fall  short 
of  Papal  completeness.  Indeed  no 
act  of  statesmanship  touches  perfec- 
tion. But  perhaps  the  massacre 
was  as  near  an  approach  to  absolute 
success  as  we  can  hope  to  see  in  the 
fruits  that  come  from  the  edicts  of 
kings.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
name  an  example  of  punishment, 
fashioned  on  an  equal  scale,  and 
meant  to  compass  an  end  of  equal 
magnitude,  which  was  an  equal 
triumph.  Well  might  the  Pope 
sing  jubilations,  for  Charles  had 
blasted  the  hopes  of  Protestantism 
inFrauce.  In  three  days  and  nights 
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of  Blangbier  he  hlEtd  given  heresy 
Bach  a  blow  as  it  would  cot  have 
reoeiyed  from  centuries  of  argu- 
ment. Although  the  Huguenots 
could  be  counted  by  hundreds  of 
thoDsands  on  the  morrow  of  the 
deed,  although  they  still  hold 
Rochelle,  and  although  they  had 
siill  the  son  of  Jeanne  d'Albret  to 
lead  them  to  victory  at  Coutitis 
and  Ivry,  their  power  was  so 
broken  that  their  beloved  chief  had 
to  become  a  Catholic  before  he 
could  become  King  of  France. 
Their  power  was  so  broken  that 
even  Henry  lY.  had  to  put  forth  all 
his  high  daring  in  order  to  grant 
than  some  rights  of  worship  in  the 
Edict  of  Nantes.  Even  aiter  the 
samtlyhand  of  an  assassin  had  taken 
Henry  away,  they  miffht  still  speak 
high,  and  bluster,  and  do  a  little 
persecution  on  their  own  account ; 
but  the  strong  hand  of  Richelieu 
soon  put  down  such  small  outbursts 
of  heretical  impatience,  and  left 
^m  at  the  mercy  of  the  combined 

ey  of  the  Jesuits,  Madame  de 
ntenon,  and  the  great  Louis. 
The  Massacre  of  Saint  Bartholo- 
mew led  to  the  Revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes.  The  Jesuits  saw 
how  flagrantly  the  great  Louis 
was  sinning  against  Heaven  by 
letting  damnable  heresy  poison 
tiie  moral  atmosphere  with 
hyrnDS  and  sermons.  Madame  de 
tfaintenon's  spiritual  eyesight  was 
equally  clecur  when  she  was  com- 
passing heaven  and  earth  for  power 
to  climb  from  the  Purgatorio  of  the 
king's  mistress  to  the  Paradise  of 
the  king's  wife.  And  the  holy  duty 
of  breaking  &ith  with  heresy  be- 
came more  clear  to  the  king  himself 
with  every  fit  of  repentance  for 
his  last  fit  of  debauchery  ;  so  the 
Protestants  could  breathe  freely 
when  he  was  sunk  in  sin,  but  they 
bad  reason  to  tremble  when  he 
went  to  church  and  confession. 
The  fiual  blow  came  when  he  took 


leave  of  sin  by  miCrrying  the  lady 
who  had  ceased  to  be  a  Huguenot 
when  she  had  been  promoted  to  his 
harem.  The  Edict  of  Nantes  was 
torn  to  shreds.  The  Protestants 
were  forbidden  to  meet  for  what 
they  were  pleased  to  call  worship. 
Their  pastors  were  ordered  to  quit 
the  kingdom  within  fifteen  days. 
The  evangelical  force  of  dragoons 
was  let  loose  on  the  heretics.  Vil- 
lages were  burned,  women  insulted, 
women  outraged,  men  murdered, 
children  torn  from  their  parents  to 
be  placed  in  the  safe  keepiug  of 
nuns.  The  heretics  fled  by  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  from  a  land  in 
which  they  were  not  allowed  to  defy 
the  mandates  of  Holy  Church.  They 
fled,  although  when  caught  they 
were,  if  women,  doomed  to  pine  for 
life  in  the  cell  of  the  cloister,  and,  if 
men,  were  sent  to  the  living  death  of 
the  galleys.  They  made  their  way 
through  dragoons  who  had  found 
out  that  the  Gospel  looked  kindly 
on  torture,  burning,  and  ravishing, 
if  only  heresy  were  thus  smitten 
down.  They  glided  through  the 
guards  at  the  sea-ports,  and  hid 
themselves  in  the  holds  of  vessels, 
although  piety  had  so  far  antici- 
pated the  resources  of  hell  as  to  call 
to  its  aid  lighted  sulphur,  with 
which  it  smcMced  every  suspicious 
ship,  in  order  to  drive  into  the  day- 
light any  heretics  who  might  have 
hidden  themselves  among  the  cargo ; 
and  in  order,  also,  to  give  such 
rebels  a  foretaste  of  the  pangs  that 
awaited  heresy  in  the  world  to  come. 
Nothing  daunted  these  strangely  de- 
praved zealots.  They  fled  from  the 
beloved  land  of  their  fathers  as  if  at . 
the  dictate  of  such  an  overmaster- 
ing instinct  as  that  which  is  said 
to  drive  crowds  of  some  dumb  crea- 
tures over  mountain  and  fen  and 
torrent  to  seek  the  infinite  sea. 
They  fled  to  England,  Holland,  and 
Prussia,  carrying  with  them,  these 
depraved    fanatics,  such   priceless 
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possesBions  as  Ihe  mannfitctnriDg 
skill  of  France,  her  best  manhood, 
and  her  purest  conscience.  Thej 
mshed  away  for  years,  until  France 
had  lost  nearly  a  million  of  her  peo- 
ple. Never  had  the  world  seen 
such  an  exodus  since  the  time  when 
Moses  led  Israel  out  of  Egypt  to 
wander  in  the  desert,  and  hear  the 
mandates  of  Jehovah  against  sin. 

The  Massacre  of  Saint  Bartholo- 
mew was  indeed  a  tremendous 
theological  triumph,  when  it  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  Revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes.  As  we  look  at 
both  events,  we  might  almost  hear 
the  irony  of  Fate  whispering  to  the 
Company  of  Jesus,  the  Cardinals, 
and  the  Pope,  on  the  Eve  of  the  St. 
Bartholomew,  *Yoa  say  that  the 
greatest  of  all  sins  and  crimes  and 
curses  of  a  nation  is  the  heresy 
which  denies  the  dockines  and  de- 
stroys the  power  of  the  Holy  Church. 
You  say  that  France  would  be  made 
fedr  and  bright  and  happy  if  that 
pestilence  were  only  to  be  swept 
away  for  ever.  Well,  your  will  shall 
be  done.  You  shall  get  for  your 
work  a  field  swept  clean  of  heresy. 
The  most  brilliant,  polished,  and 
powerful  Court  in  the  world  shall 
be  your  servant.  Fleets,  if  you 
choose,  shall  carry  your  gospel,  and 
armies  shall  be  your  evangelists. 
The  most  splendid  of  aristocracies 
shall  help  you  to  guide  the  most 
docile  of  peasantries.  A  literature 
which  rivals  the  literature  of  Greece 
in  perfection  of  form  lies  within  the 
reach  of  your  guidance.  And  you 
shall  lead  into  the  ways  of  eternal 
life  the  most  brilliant  people  that 
eai*th  has  seen  since  the  days  of 
Athens ;  you  shall  make  them  the 
servants  of  Heaven;  and  through 
the  aid  of  their  wondrous  gifts,  you 
shall  win  back  the  treasure  which 
was  stolen  by  Luther.  All  this 
you  shall  do,  since  you  are  the  ap- 
pointed servants  of  the  Most 
High.» 


The  promise  has  been  bo  fidth- 
fiilly  kept  that  tiie  Company  of 
Jesus  may  now  proudly  point  to  ihe 
mighty  spiritual  triumphs  which 
have  flowed  from  the  Massacre  and 
the  Bevocation.  All  but  a  handful 
of  Protestants  were  either  killed  or 
forced  to  fly  to  heretic  nations,  or 
were  made  good  Catholics  by  the 
evangelical  pressure  of  dragoons. 
Charles  IX.  and  Louis  2LLV.  did  for 
France  what  Claverhouse  might 
have  done  for  Scotland  if  James  II. 
had  not  been  defrauded  of  the  divine 
right  to  murder  his  own  subjects. 
Ajid  the  result  has  strikingly 
proved  how  true  is  the  boast  of  the 
Church,  that  she  does  not  vitee  the 
things  of  this  world.  So  strange 
is  the  irony  of  history,  that  Ihe 
heretics  were  the  flower  of  the 
French  people.  They  were  the  wo- 
men of  saintliest  life,  the  men  of 
truest  hearts  and  best  brains.  Such 
wealth  of  devotion  as  their  neigh- 
bours spent  in  the  observance  of 
Saints'  Days,  the  Protestants  spent 
in  weaving  good  cloth,  in  giving 
a  new  touch  of  beauty  to  silk, 
in  finding  out  the  hidden  beauty 
of  new  dyes,  in  telling  the 
truth  by  deed  and  word,  in  lead- 
ing lives  of  beautiful  household 
purity,  and  in  worshipping  Gk>d 
with  the  simplicity  of  unpre- 
meditated prayer  and  choral  song. 
But  they  were  swept  away  as  if 
with  the  force  of  the  sea.  And 
when  those  &natic3  lay  dead 
in  the  streets,  or  took  up  their 
abode  in  London  and  Amsterdam, 
Jesuitism  had  the  field  so  much  to 
itself  that  it  represented  Christian- 
ity to  the  eyes  of  philosophy.  Le 
Ghristianisme,  c^est  moi^  was  the 
mute  boast  of  the  company  which 
represented  Loyola.  And  to  philo- 
sophy such  Christianity  seemed  to 
be  so  largely  a  thing  of  frauds, 
imbecilities,  idiotcies,  lies,  ind  mur- 
ders, that  the  result,  of  course,  was 
Voltaire.    From  Voltaire  has  oome 
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a  GaUican  habit  of  believing  that 
the  sanctities  of  religion  are  a  fitting 
mark  only  for  epigrammatic  spnrts 
of  ridicnle.  The  loss  of  the  Pro- 
testant middle  class  placed  France 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Conrt,  the  no- 
bles, the  country  lawyers,  the  vision- 
aries of  the  schools,  and  the  scum 
of  the  towns.  So  was  lost  all  check 
on  the  ftiry  of  the  Revelation.  So 
eame  Bobespierre,  and  the  reign 
of  Terror.  The  Revolution  drove 
sanctity  deeper  into  the  arms  of 
that  Church  which  is  the  most 
lichly  gifted  with  the  power  of 
lafflisg  the  devH  by  the  magic  of 
saints'  bones  and  Sacraments ;  and 
Yoltau^  made  even  intellects  like  De 
Maistre's  fly  for  refuge  to  infalli- 
bility. That  recoil  from  rationalism 
drove  the  working  people  to  a  hate 
of  the  priests  because  they  said  that 
piety  meant  devotion  to  the 
monarchy,  that  attendance  at 
Mass  meant  the  hatred  of  a  re- 
pubHc,  and  that  faith  meant  a  belief 
in  the  old  noblesse.  Hence  such 
deeds  as  the  murder  of  the  Arch- 
bidiop  of  Paris,  the  Jesuits  and 
tho  Dominicans,  when  the  chief 
boildinga  of  Paris  were  set  on  fire, 
and  when  the  flight  of  the  Commu- 
nalist  leaders  had  left  the  worst 
ruffians  of  the  capital  free  to  show 
that  they  oould  murder  priests  al- 
most as  remorselessly  as  priests 
bad  murdered  Protestants.  Hence, 
by  another  recoil,  has  come  such  a 
mast  of  zeal  for  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion as  France  has  not  displayed 
&r  more  than  a  century.  The 
cbnrches  are  full  to  the  door ;  Pai*is 
is  at  once  the  most  immoral  and 
ti»  most  church-going  ci<y  in 
Europe.  The  coffers  of  the  priests 
are  filled  with  the  offerings  of  eager 
penitents.  The  Jesuits  cannot  take 
in  half  the  pupils  that  are  brought 
beseechingly  to  their  colleges. 
Miracles  are  wrought  at  tho  tomb 
of  the  murdered  Jesuits,  within 
a  mile  of  the  house  in  which  Vol- 


taire died.  Greater  crowds  than 
were  ever  seen  before  flocked  on 
last  Good  Friday  to  see  a  bit  of  the 
true  Cross  exhibited,  within  a  gun- 
shot of  the  house  in  which  Auguste 
Comte  revealed  the  art  of  being 
pious  without  believing  in  a  Gk>d. 
The  miracles  of  La  Salette  and 
Lourdes  are  an  article  of  faith  to 
those  fine  ladies  of  the  Faubourg  St. 
Germain  who  combine  the  worship 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  with  the  worship 
of  their  own  ancestors.  And  forty 
thousand  men  and  women  flocked 
to  Lourdes  to  be  miracxdously  cured 
of  spiritual  and  bodily  ills  at  tho 
shrine  of  the  Virgin  and  her  holy 
well,  led  by  an  army  of  priests, 
by  seven  bishops,  by  a  hundred 
and  fifty  ladies  of  fashion  and  fifteen 
members  of  the  National  Assembly. 
Meanwhile,  the  educated  and  there- 
fore the  sceptical  Frenchmen  are 
looking  on  the  scene  with  such 
amusement,  contempt,  or  disgust  as 
Pagan  philosophers  might  have 
viewed  the  rites  of  the  Druids. 
Meanwhile,  also,  the  working  peo- 
ple are  learning  to  link  the  priests 
and  their  religion  more  and  more 
closely  vnth  whatever  is  hateful 
to  those  who  see  a  divine  right  in 
the  Republican  rule  of  the  Prole- 
tariat. Such  journals  as  the  Bap^ 
pelf  which  is  their  chief  political 
food,  are  daily  filled  with  lampoons 
against  the  priests  and  the  creed  of 
the  Church;  and  woe  be  to  those 
priests  and  that  creed,  if  ever  the 
democracy  of  Paris  should  again  be 
let  loose  !  Nor  can  much  guidance 
come  from  those  men  of  thought 
and  culture  whose  office  it  is  to 
teach  the  people  moral  and  political 
wisdom.  Standing  between  the 
two  camps,  they  are  eager  to  pre- 
serve order,  but  too  scornful  of  im- 
postures to  form  a  league  with  the 
priests ;  and  they  are  eager  also  to 
be  political  Liberals,  yet  fearful  to 
g^ve  any  rein  to  a  pMrty  which  finds 
its  ideal  in  anarchy,  and  gilds  an- 
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arcby  witli  the  name  of  Eevolatibii. 
Standing  between  two  fires,  they 
are  so  fearful  of  falling  into  either 
that  the^  dare  hardly  move.  Some 
help  might  have  been  expected 
^m  the  Protestants,  since,  al- 
though sunk  in  the  wickedness  of 
heresy,  they  did  once  display  poli- 
tical capacity,  and  they  still  contrive 
to  make  Christianity  respected  even 
by  men  who  reject  it  as  a  dog- 
matic creed;  but  the  act  of  Saint 
Bartholomew,  and  the  Revocation 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  so  broke  the 
power  of  the  Huguenots  that,  as 
the  Company  of  Jesus  may  proudly 
boast,  the  French  Protestants  are 
now  a  powerless  sect.  Thus  has 
the  victory  of  Catholicism  been  so 
complete,  that  France,  *  the  leader 
of  civilisation,*  is  made  up  of  two 
nations  which  hate  each  other  with 
the  hatred  which  claims  the  appease- 
ment of  extermination;  and  the 
sovereignty  is  tossed,  now  to  one 
nation,  now  to  another,  or  again  to 
a  miHtary  despot ;  and  the  path  of 
La  Belle  France  lies  from  revolution 
to  revolution ;  and  she,  the  civiliser 
of  nations,  threatens  to  become,  like 
Spain,  the  prey  of  pronunciamtentoSf 
the  prize  of  uniformed  brigands 
whose  murders  the  Church  shall 
wash  away  when  the  brigands  shall 
give  her  part  of  their  spoil.  Thus 
is  France  a  living  plea  for  Black 
Bartholomew. 

Such  is  my  plea  for  the  Massacre 
of  St.  Bartholomew.  It  was  a 
tremendous  theological  triumph, 
justly  conceived,  if  the  Latin  Church 
speaks  the  truth,  and  magnificently 
executed. 

And  for  that  very  reason,  of 
course,  it  is  the  most  atrocious 
crime  recorded  in  modem  history. 
It  is  the  seal  and  the  symbol  of 
the  creed  that  GK>d  has  appointed 
but  one  way  of  salvation,  and  given 
that  way  into  the  keeping  of  men 
who  called  themselves  the  Church. 
It  flashes  the  light  of  fact  on  all 


the  dogmas  which  speak  with  the 
voice  of  infalHbility,  and  which 
proclaim,  with  Thvs  saith  the  Lord^ 
that  all  men  must  walk  in  the  one 
way,  or  perish  everlastingly. 

It  were  a  poor  employment  to 
treat  the  revealed  theology  of  Arch- 
bishop Manning  or  of  Mr.  Mackono- 
chie  as  gravely  as  we  should  be 
bound  to  weigh  even  the  lightest 
guesses  of  Mr.  Darwin.  We  might  as 
profitably  bring  up  again  the  old  ar- 
guments of  Copernicus.  The  theo- 
logy of  the  High  Anglicans  and  the 
Papal  Church  has  ceased  to  be  intel- 
lectually interesting,  save  as  a  col- 
lection of  the  symbols  by  which  the 
best  and  the  greatest  of  men  once 
formed  the  expression  of  their  high- 
est hopes.  Nor  would  it  be  worth 
while  to  make  the  story  of  Saint 
Bartholomew  a  mere  chapter  of 
theological  polemics,  if  the  battle 
lay  between  one  set  of  dogmas  and 
another.  The  story  is  full  of  mo- 
ment because  it  cuts  beneath  the 
theological  rind  of  dogmas  to  the 
moral  pith,  and  because  it  proclaims 
that  the  last  court  of  theological 
appeal  is  neither  a  Pope  nor  a  book, 
but  the  individual  conscience.  In  a 
confused  and  half-confessed  way,  this 
conviction  has  been  the  faith  of  all 
who  have  striven  to  lift  their  fellow- 
men  out  of  the  mire  of  systems.  It 
nerved  Luther,  although  he  lived 
too  early  to  cut  himself  clean  away 
from  infallible  leading-strings,  and 
although  his  trust  in  his  own  reason 
betrays  itself  only  by  spasmodic 
spurts  of  rebellion.  It  gave  foi^ce 
to  the  polemics  of  Calvin,  notwith- 
standing the  iron  grip  which  he 
fastens  on  the  letter  of  the  Scrip- 
ture. It  was  the  inspiration  that 
made  Knox  the  prophet  of  an  his- 
toric people.  It  lay  at  the  root  of 
the  spiritual  life  which  was  cast 
into  Christianity  by  the  Quakers, 
who  have  given  a  better  picture 
than  all  the  other  sects  put  t(M^e- 
ther  of  such  moral  beau^  as  hj 
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in  the  life  of  earlj  Christendom^ 
and  who,  as  an  organised  body, 
are  now  perishing  under  the  Pagan 
&scinations  of  the  High  Church 
and  the  Pauline  dialectics  of  the 
Low,  because  they  have  not  been 
trae  to  the  belief  that  God  is  a 
Spirit^  and  they  that  worship  Him 
mniit  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in 
truth.  It  is  the  same  feeline  that 
lies  at  the  root  of  the  Broad  Church 
protest  against  dogmas  which  out- 
rage the  conscience  by  their  depar- 
torn  &om  the  commonest  tenete  of 
nght  and  wrong.  The  future  of 
Cnristianiiy  will  be  shaped  by  the 
principle  that  charches  and  books 
can  only  be  aids  to  devotion, 
promptings  to  piety,  or  guides  to 
such  work  as  men  will  profit  by ; 
that  the  last  spring  of  action  must 
be  the  individual  conscience ;  that 
each  man  must  be  a  law  unto  him- 
self;  and  that  unity  must  be  sought 
in  aim,  instead  of  in  assent  to  in- 
comprehensible propositions.  All 
this  is  a  mere  commonplace  to  men 
whose  thoughts  have  been  shaped 
by  philosophical  reflection.  But 
truisms  are  often  the  most  fertile 
of  truths,  and  it  is  well  to  hold 
alofl  the  fact,  that  the  Mount  Sinai 
of  the  individual  conscience  must 
be  the  last  court  of  theological 
appeal  at  a  time  wben  a  wave  of 
Paganism  is  sweeping  over  England 
side  by  side  with  a  wave  of  science ; 
when  crowds  are  casting  aside  with 
scorn  the  name  of  Protestant,  and 
when  they  are  hastening  to  offer 
High  Church  incense  to  the  gods 
which  our  fathers  tried  to  throw 
down  at  the  inspiration  of  common- 
sense,  the  healthy  hatred  of  cloister 
sentimentalism,  and  the  manly  scorn 
of  lies.  It  has  become  fashion- 
able to  sneer  at  Protestantism,  and 
even  Liberals  sometimes  join  in 
the  sport.  Nor  is  it  difi&cult  to 
taunt  Protestantism  with  its  want 
of  logical  consistency,  its  narrow- 
ness, and  its  acceptance  of  doctrines 


which  have  led  it  to  make  feeble 
copies  of  Saint  Bartholomew.  But, 
after  all.  Protestantism  was  an  at- 
tempt to  speak  the  truth.  It  has 
signified  a  slow  but  sure  jour- 
ney towards  a  rational  appeal 
to  the  individual  brain  and  con- 
science. It  has  signified,  therefore^ 
a  gradual  assent  to  that  truth  in 
word  and  deed,  that  habit  of  fair 
dealing  between  man  and  man,  and 
that  ordered  sequence  of  things  ac- 
cording to  their  tested  values,  which 
we  call  by  the  name  of  civilisation. 
A  high  and  uniform  level  of  civili- 
sation cannot  exist  in  the  same  land 
with  a  great  and  powerful  priest- 
hood, any  more  than  a  lighted  torch 
can  live  in  hydrogen  gas.  France 
will  perhaps  be  the  field  of  experi- 
ment in  this  matter  as  she  has  been 
in  so  many  others.  Either  France 
must  kill  Catholicism,  or  Catholic* 
ism  must  kill  France.  It  is  worth 
while  to  forget  the  philosophical 
incompleteness  of  Protestajitism 
and  to  look  at  the  moral  health 
which  it  generates,  when,  driven 
by  those  Pi^an  promptings  which 
recur  as  certainly  as  the  seasons  of 
the  year,  crowds  are  rushing  for 
the  solace  of  devotion  to  a  symbol- 
ism and  a  creed  which  enfeeble  the 
thinking  power  and  dull  the  moral 
sense.  There  could  be  no  surer 
sign  that  the  moral  fibre  of  the 
English  people  is  relaxing,  and  that 
they  are  losing  tho  fearless  honesty 
of  instinct  which  made  unlettered 
burghers  and  peasants  rebel  against> 
the  Universal  Church,  when  she 
tried  to  harden  their  hearts  so  thai 
they  might  believe  a  lie. 

A  time  there  was  when  that 
Church  was  the  great  moral  teacher, 
and  when  she  could  be  trusted  to 
sound  the  noblest  of  moral  notes* 
She  stood  thus  high  because  the 
best  brains  and  hearts  of  the  age 
lay  within  her  fold,  and  because  her 
doctrines  did  but  codify  the  best 
ideas  of  right  and  wrong  to  which 
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mankind  bad  groped.  That  was 
long  ago.  Wo  do  not  now  go  to 
Church  Congresses,  or  Convocations, 
or  CBcaniemcal  Councils  for  clear 
and  high  notes  of  denunciation 
against  such  concrete  forms  of  human 
wickedness  as  lies  and  fraud;  nor  do 
we  go  for  a  trumpet  call  to  the 
highest  duty  which  we  owe  to  our 
race.  We  go  chiefly  for  instruction 
as  to  the  use  of  incense,  the  colour 
of  vestments,  the  proper  shape  of 
incomprehensible  dogmas,  and  aids 
to  overcome  Dissent.  We  have 
ceased  to  expect  that  the  priesthood 
shall  rush  to  the  &ont  with  jubila- 
tions and  anathemas  when  slaves 


have  to  be  liberated,  or  a  great  un- 
just war  to  be  stayed.  For  high 
moral  guidance  we  now  look  to 
those  secular  teachers  whom  the 
sacerdotal  churches  cast  out  of  the 
spiritual  fold  with  as  much  pomp 
of  mute  anathema  as  lay  in  the  com- 
prehensive curses  with  which  the 
synagogue  of  Amsterdam  cursed 
Baruch  Spinoza  in  his  goings  out 
and  comings  in.  Nor  will  the 
Church  win  back  its  lost  moral 
power  until  it  shall  part  with  all 
the  theology  which  drove  kings  and 
citizens  to  do,  and  popes  to  bless, 
the  deed  of  Black  Bartholomew. 
James  Macdonell. 
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CAUSES   OP   THE   FBICTION    BETWEEN    THE    XJOTTED 
STATES  AND  ENGLAND. 

By  the  Author  of  *  Premieb  and  President.* 


THE  relations  between  England 
and  the  United  States  have 
alwajs  been  a  piquant  and  tanta- 
lising topic  of  reflection  and  discns- 
sion.  That  there  is  something 
about  those  relations  exceedingly 
unique  will  be  conceded,  I  think,  by 
all  who  hare  given  them  any  care- 
ful investigation. 

No  other  two  nations  spend  so 
much  time  in  affirming  their  friend- 
ship, and  no  other  two  nations  find 
it  so  difficult  to  live  on  friendly 
terms.  In  fact  we  are  the  only  two 
nations  that  ever  say  anything 
about  their  friendship,  and  the  only 
two  that  have  any  difficulty  in 
maintaining  amicable  intercourse. 
True,  other  nations  fight,  but  they 
do  not,  chronically  spealnng,  quar- 
rel. They  are  sometimes  techni- 
cally *  enemies,'  but  they  would 
resent  the  imputation  of  being  ha- 
bitually anything  but  friends.  They 
are  occasionally  at  war,  but  it  is 
Bever  a  war  of  words.  They  sheathe 
tbeir  swords  and  shake  hands, 
Bmooth  their  wrinkled  fronts,  and 
smile  each  upon  the  other's  patriot- 
ism and  prowess.  Our  two  nations 
are  never  so  much  at  daggers'  points 
as  when  they  are  airing  and  repair- 
ing their  pacific  relations.  We  are 
alternately  gushing  and  nagging, 
Day,  we  gush  and  nag  simultaneous- 
ly. Our  friendliness  for  other 
countries,  like  civility  in  private 
life,  is  taken  quite  as  a  matter  of 
course,  and  nothing  therefore  is  said 
about  it ;  the  friendship  of  our  two 
countries  for  one  another  is  the  vic- 
tim of  incessant  protestation. 

A  penetrating  observer  of  this 
would  say  there  was  something  en« 
igmatical  about  it.  Nor  would  he 
bave  to  go  far  before  reaching  its 
solution.      He    would    infer    from 


the  frequency  and  publicity  of  these 
affectionate  expressions  that  they 
were  indicative  of  the  friction  they 
were  intended  to  disprove.  That 
the  friction  exists,  and  that  it  is  an 
extremely  irritative  kind  of  friction, 
no  student  of  the  temper  of  the  two 
nations  will  deny.  Nor  do  I  see 
how  he  can  deny  that  this  friction 
is  traceable  to  the  very  sources  from 
which  it  is  claimed  should  flow  an 
uninterrupted  stream  of  concord 
and  sweetness.  It  is  said,  for  ex- 
ample,  that  we  should  be  hard  and 
fast  friends  because  we  have  '  a  com- 
mon origin,'  and  the  same  language, 
literature,  and  laws  ;  whereas  no- 
thing is  more  promotive  of  our  es- 
trangement than  the  fact  that  we 
come  of  the  same  quarrelsome  stock, 
speak  the  same  irritating  vernacu- 
lar, poison  with  our  spleen  the  same 
*  well  of  English  undefiled,*  and 
boast,  of  the  same  complicated  mass 
of  impracticable  legislation.  We 
are  just  near  enough  of  kin  to  ex- 
change self-gratulations  at  the 
public  dinner-table,  and  just  fiar 
enough  apart  on  the  *  family  tree  '  to 
chatter  our  ill-nature  after  the  man- 
ner of,  as  well  as  with  respect  to 
'  the  origin  of  the  species  '  to  which 
we  belong.  A  nation  derives  its 
strength,  because  its  unity,  from  its 
homogeneity,  but  two  nations  of  a 
'  common  origin  '  are  alienated  in- 
stead of  consolidated  by  this  cir- 
cumstance. And  all  the  more  ali- 
enative  is  the  circumstance  if  it  is  of 
the  nature  of  an  open  question,  and 
one  of  those  *  foolish  questions  ' 
which  Timothy  is  advised  to  let 
alone  because  they  gender  strife  to 
no  profit.  Very  much  such  a  ques- 
tion is  that  perennial  English  ques- 
tion— ^Who  are  the  Americans  p 
Now  it  is  well  known  that  as  Eng- 
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lish-spealdDg  or  any  other  human 
nature  is  now  constitated,  there  is 
no  more  delicate  or  hazardous  ques- 
tion to  put  than  that  of  pedigree. 
There  is  no  more  sensitive  human 
weakness  (or  strength?)  than  the 
vanity  of  descent.  Jrride  is,  I  think, 
the  more  accurate  word.  Pride  of 
race,  of  family,  of  lineage,  of  blood — 
what  a  part  it  has  played  in  the 
tragedies  of  history  !  No  form  of 
government  or  of  society  or  of 
religion  has  ever  done  it  away.  Rev- 
olutions may  submerge  it  for  a  time, 
but  when  they  spend  themselves,  it 
frraduaJly  regains  its  old  ascendency. 
The  Americans  of  the  United  States 
are  all  the  more  touchy  respecting 
their  origin  and  social  status  for 
repudiating  such  trifles  in  the 
articles  of  their  political  faith. 
There  is  no  more  thin-skinned  aris- 
tocracy than  the  highest  society  of 
the  great  Republic,  and  none  that 
betrays  so  alert  an  anxiety  with  re- 
spect to  the  foreign  estimation  of  its 
sign-marks  and  credentials. 

This  leading  question — ^Who  are 
the  Americans  ?  receives  two  an- 
swers in  England.  The  one  is  ex- 
tremely gratifying  to  the  vanity  (or 
pridje)  aforementioned,  and  is  there- 
fore well  calculated  to  keep  our  inter- 
national social  relations  in  the  best  of 
repair;  the  other  is  to  a  much  greater 
degree  aggravating  and  separating, 
because  it  wounds  the  American  sen- 
sibilities at  their  tenderest  point. 

'With  regard  to  what  was  once 
our  colony  but  is  now  the  United 
States  of  America  ' — said  an  elo- 
quent English  statesman  on  a  re- 
cent public  occasion — *  not  any- 
thing has  been  lost  of  the  masculine 
character  of  Englishmen . '  No  com- 
pliment more  acceptable  to  an 
American  than  this  could  be  spoken 
by  an  Englishman.  But  it  is  only 
in  the  after-diimer  speech  that  we 
are  congratulated  upon  having  the 
honour  of  belonging  to  the  muscu- 
lar christian  branch  of  the  human 
family.  Elsewhere,  which  comes 
exasperatingly  near  being    every*. 


where,  we  are  condoled  with  for 
having  long  since  lost  our  *  pxire 
English '  characteristics.  Statistics 
are  so  manipulated  as  to  confirm  our 
lyorst  apprehensions.  Additions 
and  subtractions  are  paraded  to 
show  with  what  rapidity  we  are 
ceasing  to  be  the  descendants  of  oar 
European  ancestors  and  are  becom- 
ing the  descendants  of  our  Amm- 
can  predecessors.  The  climate  is 
named  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  this 
English  theory  of  Anglo-American 
'  extinction.'  Aversion  for  family 
responsibility,  and  the  disobedience 
of  an  explicit  Divine  command  are 
deplored  as  other  causes  of  this 
*  aegeneracy.'  Your  America  of 
'  the  old  thirteen  '  feels  his  'colonial' 
blood  rise  to  see  that  blood  subject- 
ed to  the  analytical  complacency  of 
his  English  contemporaries.  How 
is  his  mettle  stirred  within  him  by 
this  question  of  his  identity  \ 
Instead  of  being  congratulated  upon 
his  success  in  supplanting  the  bar- 
barous tribes  of  aborigines,  with 
the  highest  attainment  in  the  way 
of  a  race  which  the  world  has  evor 
seen,  he  is  deliberately  diagnosed  as 
a  new  and  curious  species  of  the 
gemLs  homo  by  the  *  duel  among  ns 
taking  notes.*  His  dream  of  being 
all  this  century  back  the  admiration 
of  mankind,  especially  of  the  Eng- 
lish portion  of  mankind,  is  suddenly 
interrupted  by  the  question  of  hw 
rank  in  the  descending  scale  of 
being. 

When  we  dp  well,  our  mother 
country  presses  us  to  her  bosom  and 
pats  us  on  the  back  ;  when  we 
stumble  or  go  wrong,  our  mo- 
ther country  shakes  us  out  of  her 
lap  and  pusnes  ns  from  her  in  ener- 
getic disdain.  Wlien  all  goes  hope- 
fully she  takes  the  credit  of  oar 
isuccess  and  calls  the  world  to  wit- 
ness— How  like  his  mother  !  Chip 
of  the  old  block !  No  decay  or  de- 
generacy there !  When  something 
happens  to  us,  even  if  it  be  the 
breaking  out  of  an  inherited 
disease — ^We  are  no  child  of  hers ; 
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The  theory  of  the  ^common  origin  * 
is  abandoned  and  the '  common  bond 
of  nnion '  is  cnt  in  twain.  This  is 
annoying  to  those  who  are  as  easily 
annoyed  as  the  Americans. 

After  a  seven  years'  war,  won  with 
bare  feet  through  long  winters 
against  the  best  troops  in  the  world, 
after  a  half  i^  doien  other  wars, 
(wise  and  otherwise)  and  a  fonr 
yearsVwar  in  which  we  whipped, 
and  got  whipped  by  one  another  to 
oar  hearts'  content,  it  nettles  ns 
to  be  asked  by  a  person  whose  good 
opinion  we  desire  so  much  as  tiiat  of 
John  Bull,  who  we  are,  where  we 
eame  from,  and  what  language  we 
speak.  One  fruitful  cause  of  the 
motion  between  our  two  countries 
18  the  ignorance  of  the  English 
'with  regard  to  what  was  once  our 
colony,  but  is  now  the  United 
Stales.'  We  are  not  proud  enough 
to  meet  such  indifference  with  its 
equivalent  in  kind  and  degree,  but 
we  are  vain  enough  to  give  the 
Bfa'ght  the  dignity  of  a  grievance 
and  childish  enough  to  speak  of  it  as 

8QCh. 

The  confusion  that  prevails  in 
England  on  this  subject  of  tho  Eng- 
lish in  America,  is  nowhere  worse 
confounded  than  in  English  books 
on  this  subject.  Open  almost  any 
hook  on  the  United  States  written 
hy  an  Englishman  and  you  shall  see 
either  a  Pickwickian  surprise  over 
the  fact  that  *'  the  Americans  are  so 
like  ourselves,'  or  a  series  of  crack- 
ling epigrams  over  the  absence  in 
America  of  eveiythiug '  English ' 
and  the  presence  therefore  of  every- 
thing  ominous. 

Passing  by  as  too  grotesque  a 
^stortion  to  be  used  as  an  illustra- 
tion, a  book  which  declares  that  the 
Shakers,  who  are  unknown  beyond 
their  extremely  *  local  habitation,' 
are  *  exercising  a  magnetic  influence 
on  American  thought,'  let  us  turn 
over  a  page  or  two  of  QrecUer  Bru 
iaifi.  On  page  30  we  are  told  that 
*in  Pittsburg,  in  Chicago,  a  few 
years  make  the  veriest  Paddy  Eng. 
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Esh,*  and  that  *  year  by  year  the 
towns  grow  more  and  more  intense- 
ly Irish.'  On  page  224  'the  child- 
ren of  Irish  parents  born'in  America 
are  neither  physically)  nor  morally 
Irish  but  Americans '  and '  the  latest 
product  of  the  Saxon  race.'  On 
page  199  *  ihe  single  danger  that 
looms  in  the  more  distant  ftiture  is 
the  eventual  control  of  Congress  by 
the  Irish,'  but  on  page  216  *  Irish 
are  systematically  excluded  from 
Congress,'  and  *  disgusted  with  their 
exclusion  from  political  life,  and 
power  it  is  these  men  who  turn  to 
Fenianism  as  a  relief.' 

Perhaps  a  useful  fact  or  two 
should  be  inserted  here.  Of  the  74 
members  of  the  United  States 
Senate  one  only  is  an  Irishman  by 
birth  and  one  is  by  birth  a  Oerman — 
a  race  not  altogether  unknown  in 
either  remote  or  recent  English  his- 
tory, and  a  race  which  has  been  of 
incalculable  service  to  America. 
Of  the  243  members  of  the  National 
House  of  Hepresentatives  three 
only  are  Irishmen — not  but  what 
some  of  the  rest  of  them  would  be 
the  better  for  being  Irishmen.  At 
all  events,  I  am  not  aware  that  any 
of  these  Irish  members  have  proved 
themselves  any  more  unwoiihy  of 
their  seats  than  have  their 
countrymen  in  the  two  Houses  of 
the  British  Parliament.  The  same 
remark  may  be  made  of  the  one 
Englishman  (by  birth)  the  one 
Scotchman,  and  the  one  German 
whose  name  is  upon  the  rolls  of  the 
Lower  House  at  Washington.  The 
remainder  of  the  members  of  both 
Houses  are  as  nearly '  Americans ' 
as  any  of  us  can  be  expected  to  bo, 
considering  that  the  date  of  both  the 
settlement  of  the  country  and  the 
establishment  of  the  Bepublic,  is  an 
incident  of  our  *  origin '  over  which 
we  had  no  control.  It  is  from  no 
fault  of  ours  that  we  are  twitted 
with  being  *  foreigners '  as  well  as 
*  pale  faces '  by  our  copper-coloured 
predecessors.  But  to  be  published 
in  addition,  as  aliens  to  the  English- 
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speaking  oommoawealth'  by-  our 
former  fellow  citizeDS  thereof  is 
owing  to  our  present  sensitiTeneaB 
as  a  people  almost  unendurable. 

There  is  noiliing  like  these  sta>- 
tistios,  which  are  so  mandpnlated  as 
to  prove  that  the  originai,  like  the 
aboriginal,  American  -  is  passing 
away,  to  demonstrate  how  easily 
Blares  can  be  made  to  lie,  and  how 
difficult  it  is  to  make  Bsicts  tell  the 
truth.  And  in  proportion  to  the 
unfairness  of  this  arithmetic  is  its 
adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  those 
who  delight  to  rub  their  hands  the 
wrong  way  of  their  neighbour'^ 
face.  There  is  just  enough  of  truth 
in  it  to  make  it  fulfil  uie  end  of 
those  who  wish  to  nag  ^ith  it^  and 
just  enough  of  fallacy  in  it  to  ke^ 
those  who  combat  it  in  a  chronic 
state  of  argumentative  exaspera* 
tion. 

Ab  a  specimen  of  this  irritating 
way  of  making  a  fallacious  state- 
ment respecting  American  society 
studiously  pursued  by  a  certain 
class  of  Ilnglish  writers,  read  this 
paragraph  on  page  179  of  Greater 
Britain — 'The  only  one  of  the 
common  charges  brought  against 
America  in  English  society  and  in 
English  books  and  papers  that  is 
thoroughly  true  is  the  statement 
that  American  children,  as  a  rule, 
are  forward,  ill-mannered,  and  im- 
moral. An  American  can  scarcely 
be  found  who  does  not  admit  and 
deplore  the  fiict.  With  the  self- 
exposiug  honesty  that  is  character- 
istic of  their  nation,  American 
gentlemen  will  talk  by  the  hour  of 
the  terrible  pro^gacy  of  the  young 
New  Yorkers.  Boys,  they  teU  vou, 
who  in  England  would  be  saro  in 
the  lower  school  at  Eton,  or  in 
well-managed  houses,  in  New  York 
or  New  Orleans  are  deep  gamesters, 
and  God-defying  rowdies.  In  New 
England  things  are  better,  in  the 
west  there  is  yet  time  to  prevent 
the  ill  arising.' 

Now  this  paragraph,  in  common 
with   a    large    proportion    of   the 


poisonous  English  writing  aJboirt 
American  sooial  life,  is  adunirably 
calculated  for  b^ng  swallowed 
without  suspicion  in  England,  and 
for  being  resented  with  some  spirit 
in  America.  The  'statement'  ap- 
pearst  upon  the  first  reading,  to  bb 
that  (i)  American  children  are,  as 
a  rule,  immoral ;  that  (^)  the 
Americans  themselves  admit  this 
statement  to  be  acciarate ;  and  that 
therefore  (3)  the  statement  is  in- 
controvertible. The  statement, 
when  analysed,  amounts  to  this: 
that  (i)  the  whole  west  and  the 
whole  of  New  England  is  excluded 
from  the  'charge,'  and  (2)  that  the 
charge  is  true  only  of  New.  York 
and  New  Orleans.  First,  idl  Ameri- 
cans admit  that  their  children  are 
immoral ;  second,  Americans  *  talk 
of  the  terrible  profligacy  of  the 
young  New  Yorkers '  on]y,  and  tell 
you  &at  it  is  (not '  American  chil- 
dren as  a  rule,'  but)  the  boys  of 
New  York  and  New  Orleans  that 
are  immoral.  Nevertheless,  the 
hasty  reader  (and  hasty  writers 
have  only  hasty  readers)  will  close 
the  paragrai^  with  the  impression 
on  the  authority  of  the  author  of 
Greater  Britain^  that  '  American 
children  are  as  a  rule  deep  gamesters 
and  Gk)d-defying  rowdies.'  But  if  the 
author  were  arraigned  for  such  a 
statement  he  would  probably  refSar 
us  to  the  '  American  gentleman ' 
who  cannot  be  found,  which  re- 
minds us  of  another  peculiarity  of 
this  and  of  many  another  English 
gentleman's  reflections  on  the  social 
Hfe  of  the  United  States.  It  is  im- 
possible to  tell  just  where  the  state* 
ment  of  the  informant  leaves  o£f 
and  that  of  the  author  begins.  The 
'  They-says  '  and  *  I-am-tolds '  of 
English  books  on  America  are  as 
frequent  as  they  ai*e  ingenions,  are 
as  craftily  inserted  by  the  writer  as 
they  are  certain  to  be  overlooked 
by  the  reader.  We  Americans  are,  as 
a  nation,  the  victim  of  one  of  our  own 
habits  of  mind — generalisation.  As 
no  country  in  the  world  presents  so 
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bvrii^g  a  field  for  the  ezeroise  of 
this  thoroughly  English-speaking 
propensily  as '  lS[efw  Axxeric^'  so  no 
other  is  so  remorselessly  sahjected 
to  it.  As  we  are  the  last  people  in 
'  the  world  to  be  taken  at  one  sitting, 
so  ire  are  ^e  most  distorted-lookii^ 
natbn  in  the  world  when  stmck 
from  the  n^ative  of  an  itinerant 
and  '  instantcmeona '  photografdier. 
He  tarns  his  camera  npon  ns,  pulls 
oat  his  watch,  uncovers  the  lense, 
claps  on  the  cover  again,  and  there 
we  are — ^the  entire  39  millions  of  us 
under  '  the  magnetic  influence '  of 
6,000  Shakers ;  and  under  the  '  con- 
trol  *  of  the  Irish,  who  have  aban- 
doned political  afi^drs  because  they 
cannot  control  them ;  absorbing 
and  getting  absorbed  by  the  Celts ; 
carrying  aloft  the  banner  of  the  in- 
eztingaishable  Anglo-Saxon,  while 
nothmg  but  the  fossiliferous  re- 
mams  of  that  extinct  species.  Or  if 
I  may  be  indulged  in  a  change  of 
metaphors,  the  popular  English 
books  on  the  United  States  are 
kaleidoscopes,  in  which,  as  we  turn 
over  the  leaves,  we  see  Shakers 
tumbling  into  the  arms  of  Free 
Lovers,  Mormons  cracking  heads 
with  *  Second-Coming-ites,'  and  Go- 
manches  grabbing  at  the  pig-taik 
of  the  Chinese. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether 
seeing  a  country  is  any  advantage 
to  the  person  who  wishes  to  write 
abont  it.  If  it  is  true  that  historians 
in  order  to  be  trustworthy  must  have 
no  part  or  lot  in  the  events  "which 
they  narrate,  it  may  be  maintained 
with  no  less  plausibility  that  there 
is  only  one  person  worse  qualified 
for  writing  about  a  country  than  the 
person  who  knows  nothing  about  it, 
and  that  is  the  person  who  knows  a 
little  about  it.  This  '  little  know- 
ledge '  is  an  exceedingly  *  dange- 
loos  thing.'  Travelling  through  a 
conntry  prejudices  the  mind,  or 
^  least  unsettles  it.  If  you  are  a 
gwst  you  are  under  boncUi  to  keep 
the  patce,  and  may  speak  only  of  the 
outade  of  the  cap  and  the  platter ;  if 


you  catch  the  fever  and  ague  you  can 
see  nothing  to  admire  in  our  politi- 
cal institutions  ;  or  if  you  come  and 
go  an  *  unappreciated  '  lecturer  you 
should  be  excused  for  refusing  to 
admit  that  any  good  thing  aah  corned 
out  of  a  Democratic  fbrm  of  Go- 
vernment. 

I  was  struck  with  the  answer  of 
the  late  Dr.  Keith  Johnston,  the  emi- 
nent geographer,  when  I  asked  him 
why  he  who  had  made  so  many  maps 
of  America  had  not  visited  it.  He 
said  he  '  never  had  any  difficulty  in 
making  maps  of  a  country  until  ho 
travelled  in  it.  Before  he  went 
East  he  made  maps  of  it  with  ease ; 
since  his  return  he  had  not  made 
one  to  suit  him .  It  was  so  with  Ameri- 
ca;  if  hf^  should  see  the  country  he 
would  never  be  satisfied  with  his 
maps  of  it.' 

So  it  is  with  writers  on  America ; 
the  less  they  see  of  the  country  the 
more  intelligently  they  can  speakof  it. 
The  most  accurate  book  about  the 
.United  States  I  ever  read  was  writ- 
ten by  a  gentleman  who  never  saw 
our  shores,  and  he  was  a  fVench- 
man  at  that !  However,  whether 
the  writer  speaks  from  eyesight  or 
insight  let  him  load  and  crack  away 
if  he  would  contribute  to  the  blind- 
ing mass  of  pyrotechnical  generali- 
sations which  make  up  our  know- 
ledge of  the  human  family.  And 
the  more  xjrackle,  sparkle,  and  snap 
there  is  about  his  performance  the 
more  readers  he  will  have  and  the 
more  confusion  he  will  make.    ' 

When  the  author  of  Greater 
Britain  reached  India  in  his  tour  of 
the  English-speaking  countries,  an 
officer  said  to  him,  *  All  general  ob- 
servations npon  India  are  neces- 
sarily absurd ;'  and  our  author  con- 
cedes that '  this  is  true  enough  of 
theories  that  bear  upon  the  customs, 
•social  and  religious,  of  Indifi.'  Pos- 
sibly he  would  make  the  same  con- 
cession with  reference  to  the  social 
customs  of  America,  for  it  does 
not  follow  that  because  one  deals  in 
'  general  observations,*  alias  glitter- 
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ing  generaUtiee,  he  is  reedy  to  josti- 
fy  them.  For  my  part  I  am  quite 
willing  to  confess  that  they  are  ne- 
cessary evils.  Nothing  can  be  more 
*  absurd '  than  *  gencnral  obeenra- 
tions '  npon  America^  except  being 
annoyed  at  them.  In  default  of 
books  that  bring  us  only  the  naked 
truth  respecting  our  fellow  creatures 
d  other  countries  than  our  own,  we 
must  hope  that  in  some  way  or 
other  something  may  be  learned 
from  books  in  which  the  limbs  of 
truth  are  elaborately  concealed  by 
the  foliage  of  rhetoric. 

However,  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  Americans  as  a  people  are  un* 
philosophical  enough  to  be  worried 
by  the  kind  of  critidsm  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  They  know  that  the 
great  public  of  England  are  not  at 
aU  indebted  for  ^eir  information 
about  America  to  after-dinner 
sjpeeches,  but  are  veir  much  in- 
debted for  their  enHgntenment  to 
sensational  books  and  g^eraU 
isational  tourists;  and  they  know, 
therefore,  that  the  convivud  voice 
which  periodically  congratulates 
them  on  their  £higlish  origin,  is 
drowned  by  the  incessant  voice 
which  ridicules  their  Anglo-Saxon 
pretensions,  pities  their  social  in* 
ferioriiy,  or  patronisingly  moralises 
on  their  *  degeneracy,'  or  *  ex- 
tinction.' 

I  have  read  in  English  news- 
papers, and  in  recent  English  books, 
that  our  people  are  hostile,  and  even 
belligerent  toward  the  people  of 
EngL&nd,  and  some  have  gone  so 
&r  as  to  say  that  we  would  like 
to  see  England  get  a  thrashing  from 
some  continent  Power.  This  is 
nonsense,  utter  nonsense.  There 
is  no  hostility  of  that  species  in  the 
United  States  worth  a  moment's 
consideration.  There  may  be  indi- 
viduals "^ho  cherish  it,  and  a  news- 
paper or  two  that  utters  it,  but  as 
either  a  prevalent  or  a  local  public 
sentiment  it  is  unknown  in  this 
country.  It  is  also  gravely  asserted 
in  English   books    that  a    preju- 


dice prevails  in  some  parts  of  onr 
country  against  English  immigrants. 
This  comes  of  an  effort  on  the  part 
of  Mrs.  Ptetington,  or  some  c^er 
person  equally  sanguine,  to  sweep 
the  tide  of  English  emigration  into 
other  than  its  nkvourite  channels. 

I  read    too    Ihat   this  hoatiHty 
toward     England     is      *  common- 
schooled  '  into  us  from  the  earliest 
hour  of  our  education — ^if  indeed  our 
veiy  mothers'  milk  is  not   soured 
by  it,  and  we  soured  by  the  milk. 
Our  Fourth  of  July  is  represented 
as  an  annual  covenant  of  meditative 
revenge,'  notwithstanding  the  &ct 
that  eminent  Englishmen  freely  tak^ 
part  in  it  both  in  their  countrx  and 
ours,  and  seem  to  enjoy  it  as  much 
as  we  do— if  any  of  us  do  enjoy  it  I 
All  these  charges  are  so  preposter* 
ously  contrary  to  facts  that  I  cannot 
believe  that  they  are  seriously  enter- 
tained by  thoughtful  Englishmen. 
On  the  contrary,  we  must  conclude 
that  the  effect  of  these  misrepresen- 
tations is    very  limited  when  we 
recall  the  rising  figures  of  English 
emigration  for  the  last  ten  years 
(now  greaterthan  those  of  the  Irish), 
the  constantly  increasing  number  o^ 
educated  and  professional  English- 
men who  are  making  America  their 
home,  and  the  continually  multiply- 
ing witnesses  from  all  these  classes 
who  testify  to  the  cordiality  and 
hospitality  of  our  people.     So  that 
this  particular  one  of  tne  little  foxes 
that  know  the  vines  of  our  neigh- 
bourliness is  scarcely  worth  running 
to  earth. 

But  it  is  time  to  make  that  kind 
of  '  confession '  which  is  said  to  he 
*  good  for  the  soul.'  There  are  no 
English  errors  respecting  us  more 
unwelcome  to  ns  than  certain  well- 
accredited  facts,  which,  whether 
served  alone  or  mixed  with  the  errors, 
are  as  unpalatable  in  the  United 
States  as  they  are  relishable  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  A  part  at  least 
of  the  ugliness  which  Americans 
sometimes  manifest  toward  their 
English  critics,  comes  of   feeling 
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that  those  critics  are  sometimes 
prorokinglj  near  right.  We  know 
that  manj  of  the  points  of  onr 
foreign  satirists  are  well  taken. 
Conscionsness  of  ill-doing  is  fatal 
to  amiability.  There  is  no  bitterer 
or  more  enduring  enmitj  than  that 
which  you  incur  by  allowiug  your 
enemy  to  know  that  you  know  that 
he  is  in  the  wrong.  He  is  compara- 
Uyelj  harmless  so  long  as  he  be- 
lieves you  are  deceived  with  refer- 
ence to  his  designs.  Better  meet 
a  bear  robbed  of  her  whelps  than  a 
man  ashamed  of  himself.  The  great 
body  of  respectable  people  in  the 
United  States  (out  of  office)  are 
Ashamed  of  the  scandals,  poHtical 
and  judicial,  for  which  they  are 
censured  by  the  English  Press.  And 
tbej  are  all  the  more  chagrined 
because  they  cannot  gainsay  the 
charge  of  their  own  culpability. 
They  know  perfectly  well  that  they 
have  only  themselves  to  blame  for 
the  present  low  state  of  the  public 
conacienoe  and  for  the  official  vena- 
litj  at  the  great  centres.  This 
conviction  of  our  guilt  makes  us 
churlish  toward  our  accusers.  If 
we  were  innocent  we  might  take 
refbge  in  contemptuous  unconcern; 
as  we  are  guilty  we  can  only  be 
choleric  and  peevish — especially  to- 
ward England,  whose  good  opmion 
we  prize  m  exact  proportion  to  our 
suspicion  of  not  deserving  it. 

The  same  is  true  with  reference 
to  English  lampoons  of  American 
'Society.* 

Here  again  we  are  not  at  ease,  for 
the  reason  that,  as  I  have  intimated, 
weall pride  ourselves  upon  belonging 
to  an  aristocracy  in  which  the  rest 
of  us  have  no  share,  and  in  addition 
we  are  quite  sure  our  ideas  of  an 
upper  class  are  not  those  which 
prevail  in  Europe.  While  we  will 
Rot  yield  to  any  other  society  in  the 
Blatter  of  feminine  beauty,  or  In 
the  graces  of  generosity  and  hos- 
pitality, we  cannot  but  betray  some 
restiveness  under  the  strictures  that 
«e  made  upon  the  clangour  of  our 


voices;  the  deficiency  of  compo- 
sure in  our  manners  and  conversa- 
tion ;  the  laxity  of  our  home  disci- 
pline; the  intemperate  use  of  per- 
sonality and  florid  rhetoric  in  our 
oratory;  the  apparent  absence  of 
chivalry  from  our  public  life,  and 
the  display  of  personal  adornments, 
irrespective  of  occasion,  by  our 
ladies,  who  make  very  little  dis- 
tinction between  the  opera  and  the 
church,  or  between  a  full-dress 
dinner  party  and  a  public  meeting 
called  to  consider  the  claims  of  the 
undressed  classes. 

The  English  say,  our  decorated 
classes  behave  like  those  of  their  own 
country  who  have  suddenly  got  on 
in  the  world,  and  combine  patrician 
taste  with  plebeian  loudness,  draw- 
ing-room elegance  with  the  syntax 
of  the  servants'  hall. 

If  such  criticisms  as  these  are 
suspected  of  being  well-founded,  by 
the  criticised,  we  can  hardly  wonder 
if  the  critic  should  be  requested  to 
mind  his  own  business.  The  insult 
to  our  flag  on  the  high  seas  would 
not  rankle  longer,  nor  so  long,  since 
the  latter  may  be  redressed,  while 
the  former  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
redress. 

Furthermore,  we  are  reminded 
that  the  literature  of  the  two  conn* 
tries  is  the  same,  and  for  that  reason 
they  should  be  affectionate  friends. 
But  here  again,  if  at  the  publio 
dinner-table  we  are  assured  that 
Shakespeare  is  the  heritage  of  both 
nations,  in  the  less  restraining  at- 
mosphere of — say,  everywhere  else, 
the  Americans  are  conmuserated 
with  for  bavins  *  produced  no 
Shakespeare!'  ]Now,  when  Shake- 
speare was  bom,  the  American  He- 
public  was  not.  My  ancestors,  and 
those  of  my  English  reader  toge- 
ther, brought  forth  Shakespeare. 
But  if  those  of  my  EnglisK  reader 
alone,  why  have  not  '  we  English ' 
blessed  the  world  with  another 
Shakespeare?  Is  it  any  more 
astonishing  that  America  has  pro* 
duced  no  Shakespeare,  than  that 
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England  has  prodnced  but  one? 
For  we  must  remember  that  it  re- 
quired our  united  forces  to  produce 
toat  one.  If  we  have  produced  none 
without  your  assistance  you  have 
produced  none  without  our  assist, 
anoe.  Where,  indeed,  we  may  sadly 
ask,  are  the  Shakespeares  and 
Hiltons  of  your  production  since  we 
parted  company  at  Plymouth  Bock 
and  Jamestown  P  Should  not  these 
symptoms  of 'degeneracy'  be  divided 
between  us  instead  of  being  fas- 
tened exclusively  upon  the  younger 
of  us  ?  And  so  much  younger ! 
And  80  nmch  more  obliged  to  look 
after  what  we  shall  eat  and  what 
we  shall  drink !  And  then,  look  you, 
O  mother  country  of  ours,  if  you, 
unaided,  produced  a  Shakespeare, 
you  were,  say,  five  hundred  years 
about  it;  and  we,  your  child,  are 
not  one  hundred  years  old  yet! 

No,  no,  we  take  you  at  your  word 
when  you  are  overflowing  with  the 
good  spirits  of  a  good  dinner  rather 
than  when  you  are  under  the  bale- 
ful influence  of  acidinouB  statistics. 
We  cannot  forego  our  satisfaction  of 
having  had  our  share  in  adorning 
the  world  with  Shakespeare  and 
with  Scott,  and  in  postponing  f^ 
preciation  of  them  until  after  they 
vtere  dead.  So  we  have  recently  un- 
veiled a  statue  of  each  of  these  ^eat 
English-speaking  (and  writing)  ce- 
lebrities in  New  x  ork  amid  the  accla- 
mations of  a  vast  multitude  of  *  our 
kinsmen,'  who  thus,  then  and  there, 
renewed  their  vows  of  parentage  to 
the  Bard  of  Avon  and  Uie  Magician 
of  Abbotsford. 
,  So  long,  then,  as  family  disputes 
like  these  I  have  adverted  to  are 
left  unsettled,  we  must  anticipate 
friction  between  the  two  members 
of  the  English-speaking  family. 
That  which  we  cannot  settle  by 
argument,  and  must  not  settle  by 
the  sword,  must  remain  unsettled — 
by  the  pen!  Indeed,  nothing  so 
well  illustrates  the  impossibility  of 
settling  a  question  with  the  pen  as 
the  resort  for  its  settlement  to  the 


sword.  It  is  eompwatively  easy 
to  determine  which  side  is  the 
weaker  in  artillery,  however  difli- 
cult  it  is  to  decide  which  is  the  in- 
ferior  in  logical  acumen.  Duel  and 
battle  may  be  illogical,  but  they  are 
certainly  decisive.  The  contest  over 
forms  of  civilisation,  of  government^ 
or  of  £uth  are  perplexing,  until  the  ^ 
question  in  dispute  is  submitted  to 
the  arbitrament  of  projectiles.  •  We 
never  know  when  we  get  the  worst 
of  a  controversy,  but  nothing  ifl^ 
more  self-evident  than  a  corporeal 
thrashing.  Consequently,  from  the 
earliest  and  the  rudest,  to  the  latest 
and  the  most  refined  times,  there 
has  always  been  this  impatience 
with  dialectics,  and  this  partiality 
for  arms.  We  still  *  sing  of  arms 
and  the  hero.' 

What  can  be  more  evident  than 
that  our  *  common  language,'  so 
far  from  being,  as  claimed,  a  '  bond 
of  union'  between  the  two  countries, 
acts  as  both  a  cause  and  an  efieot  of 
their  friction  ?  K  *  blood  and  iron  ' 
cemented  the  German-speaking- 
States,  the  English-speaking  nations 
are  estranged  by  bile  and  ink.  The 
common  language  not  only  ^onoeais  - 
thought,  but  reveals  choler.  The 
San  Juan  boundary  difficulty  oould 
not  have  survived  all  but  two  or 
three  of  the  statesmen  of  both 
countries,  who  first  undertook  to 
settle  it,  if  they  had  not  been  com* 
polled  to  use  their  common  language 
in  settling  it.  If  the  Washington 
Treaty  had  been  composed  in  abo^ 
rigiual  Amerioan,  '  undcsrstanding  * 
would  have  been  out  of  the  question^ 
and  hence  misunderstandings  would 
have  been  impossible. 

As  the  Mesopotamians  oould  not 
understand  us  if  we  should  say  any- 
thing against  them,  we  never  say 
any£bing  against  them.  It  would 
be  an  unavailing  .expenditure  of 
personal  disregard.  Who.  would 
waste  his  caricatures  on  a  nation  pfr 
blind  people  P  As  the  two  eoHntries- 
of  a  common  tongue  are  quite  sure 
of  being  understood  when  they  tease ; 
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me  aootbenr,  they  tease  one  anotliei* 
wiih  ihe  keenest  sai^faction.  There 
is  no  more  comfortable  sensation 
than  tiiat  of  feeling  that  the  object 
of  your  derision  understands  every 
word  you  say. 

To  say  the  truth,  the  English 
are  the  most  irritating,  and  the 
Americans  the  most  irritable  people 
in  the  world — although  in  ability 
to  irritate,  it  is  diflRonlt  to  excel 
American  newspapers.  Toward  our 
mother  country,  they  do  sometimes 
Bucceed  in  making  us  insufferably 
disagreeable.  Our  'consequential' 
behaviour  in  the  recent  arbitration 
is  a  mortifying  case  in  point,  but  our 
people  were  no  more  represented 
than  consulted  in  this  flagrant  viola- 
tion of  courtesy  and  candour.  While 
we  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of 
pronging  the  British  lion  whenever 
we  happen  to  feel  like  it,  we  shall 
never  forfeit  the  right  we  reserve  to 
ourselves  of  showing  the  ineradicable 
respect  we  bear  him.  We  believe 
in  him  and  glory  in  him — ^believe 
that  he  will  thrive,  and  be  always 
as  powerfol  as  he  is  now,  and  glory 
in  the  fact.  Our  abuse  is  of  the 
mouth,  mouthy,  our  admiration  of 
4he  hearty  hearty.  Itis,  however,  an 
inconsistency  to  be  regretted,  that 
if  we  have  not  the  disposition  of  the 
porcupine,  our  Press  diould  so  often 
show  its  quills. 

It  has  to  be  confessed,  then,  that 
the  causes  of  our  antipathy  are  as 
deep  as  our  resemblances.  The 
points  at  which  we  come  together, 
are  the  points  which  create  the 
firiotion.  There  can  be  no  fHotion 
without  contact.  The  United  States 
and  England  touch  at  almost  every 
point — ancestry,  government,  lan- 
guage, literature,  law,  social  life  and 
reli^on.  In  these  we  are  alike  and 
yet  unlike.  The  likeness  creates 
contact,  the  unlikeness  rivalry ;  both 
together  repulsion.  We  shall  never 
fight^  but  we  shall  always  scratch. 

There  is  no  friction  between  the 
Vnited  States  and  Russia  as  nations. 
Why  ?    Because  they  are  similar  in 


Ho  respect,  disisiniilar  iii  every  re- 
spect— ^ancestry,  government,  lan- 
guage, literature,  law,  social  life  and 
religion.  There  is  no  friction  because 
there  is  no  contact,  there  is  no  con- 
tact, because  they  are  so  far  apart — I 
do  not  mean  geographically,  but  poli- 
tically, socially,  every  way.  There  is 
no  resemblance  or  comparison.  All  is 
contrast.  There  is  neither  animosity 
or  affection,  nothing  but  diplomatic 
courtesy.  There  is  no  familiar  inter- 
course,  only  an  occasional  bow  and 
chat.  No  two  Governments  can 
shake  hands  with  more  impunity 
than  a  Despotism  and  a  Democracy. 
No  two  extremes  find  it  so  easy  to 
meet  and  greet.  Two  such  means 
as  two  free  Governments  find  it  far 
more  difficult,  for  obvious  reasons. 
It  is  easy  enough  to  live  at  peace 
with  those  you  seldom  see  or  hear 
of ;  it  is  difficult  to  escape  a  row 
with  those  you  confer  with  con- 
stantly. Distant  politeness  feM^ili- 
tates  intercourse,  intimacy  en- 
dangers it.  Russia  and  America  are 
distant  acquaintances,  rivals  in 
nothing,  at  antipodes  in  everything, 
and  have  only  to  be  civil.  England 
and  America  are  contrasts  in  no- 
thing :  natural  friends,  members  of 
the  same  family,  each  set  up  for 
himself,  each  a  *  shop  over  the  way' 
with  which  the  other  has  *  no  con- 
nection,' and  both  obliged  to  be 
friendly,  or  to  try  to  be,  which  is 
just  as  difficult  and  hazardous. 

The  reception  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  was  the  expression  of  that 
downright  friendliness  and  admira- 
tion which,  whatever  they  may 
sometimes  say  or  do  to  the  contrary, 
the  Americans  feel  towards  the 
English,  and  which  jumps  at  an 
excuse  for  making  itself  visible  and 
audible.  The  Russian  Royal  Duke 
was  received  with  that  spontaneity 
of  hospitaUty  which  is  natural  to  our 
people,  but  which  was  as  aimless  as 
it  was  &cile.  It  was  the  case  of  the 
stranger,  not  the  friend.  There  was 
iio  risk  ;  there  could  be  no  mis- 
construction.    The  parties  under- 
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stood  one  another  perfectly.  The 
Autocracy  and  the  Democracy  both 
enjoyed  the  hob-nob.  This  has  been 
regarded  as  inexplicable  in  England, 
but  there  is  nothing  unintelligible 
about  it,  because  there  was  no 
duplicity  about  it.  If  the  Russian, 
or  indeed  if  either  royal  guest,  had 
put  a  political  construction  on  the 
popular  hospitality,  the  emotions  of 
the  occasion  would  have  rapidly 
given  place  to  those  of  a  much  less 
amiable  description. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that 
while  nationally  we  are  frictionary 
one  toward  the  other,  individually 
we  are  the  best  of  friends,  observe 
how  the  inhabitants  of  our  two 
countries  fraternise  when  they  meet 
in  fbreign  lands.  We  come  together 
by  sheer  force  of  *  natural  selec- 
tion,' when  we  find  ourselves  in 
company  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine 
or  the  watershed  of  Africa — under 
the  shadow  of  Mont  Blanc  or  the 
dome  of  St.  Peter's.  Now  it  is 
that  *  our  common  language,'  with 
which  we  so  often  contrive  to  con- 
ceal the  intentions  and  reveal  the 
ambiguity  of  our  Treaties,  ministers 
to  our  amity  and  amiability. 

It  makes  us  feel  our  oneness, 
especially  with  reference  to  one  of 
our  'objects  in  life.'  We  are  re- 
minded that,  whatever  other  con- 
siderations may  divide  us,  we  are 
one  in  our  'common'  object  of 
supplanting  all  other  languages  by 
our  owD,  although  we  may  be 
obliged  to  bayonet  our  tongue  down 
the  throats  of  our  non-Euglish* 
speaking  fellow-creatures.  There 
is  nothing  like  this  '  common  lan- 
guage '  piu-ty-spirit,  which  expands 
the  breasts  of  the  inhabitants  of 
our  two  countries,  for  bringing 
them  into  alliance  under  remote 
skies  and  on  distant  bottoms.  Their 
frigates  alternate  in  banging  away 
at  the  door  of  the  ancient  East,  or 
in  punislung  the  people  of  China 
for  refusing  our  invitation  to  their 
hospitalities.  The  Indian  chief  tells 
our  President,  and  the  Commander 


of  the  Chinese  forts  t^Us  our  Ad* 
miral  that  he  is  not  enamoured  oF 
our  civilisation,  does  not  covet  oar 
religion,  and  will  even  forego  oiur 
♦fire-water*  and  tobacco  for  tko 
sake  of  retaining  possession  of  his 
real  estate ;  but  wnere  duty  leads, 
the  English-speaking  regimentals 
must  follow,  even  at  the  risk  of 
feeling  it  their  duty  to  occupy  and 
cultivate  the  land  of  the  subjugated 
race,  and  to  open  a  shop  in  their 
midst.  We  may  seem  to  profit  by 
the  transaction,  but  we  are  never- 
theless the  missionaries  of  a  gram- 
mar— the  vanguard  of  a  vernacular. 
We  deplore  the  necessity,  and  hope 
it  may  all  be  for  the  best  as  regards 
*  our  friend  the  enemy,'  and  are 
always  ready  to  repine  over  his 
extinction,  repudiate  his  treatment, 
and  subscribe  for  his  relief. 

But  the  Two  Countries  may  have 
another  *  common '  mission.  What 
may  they  not  do  for  the  rescue  of 
our  fellows  all  over  the  world  from 
oppression  and  injustice?  A  striking^ 
incident  is  at  hand  for  illustration. 

In  Santiago  de  Cuba  an  American 
seaman,  the  son  of  English  parents, 
is  about  to  be  shot  for  alleged  com- 
plicity in  a  fillibustering  expedition, 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  exer- 
tions of  the  English  and  American 
Vice- Consuls,  who  are  perfectly 
satisfied  of  the  man's  innocence. 
The  two  Consuls  follow  the  firing- 
party  and  their  victim  to  the  place 
of  execution,  where  and  when  the 
English  Yice-Consul  steps  forward, 
reads  a  protest,  demands  the  release 
of  the  accused,  and  declares  that 
the  authorities  will  be  called  to  ac- 
count for  his  death  by  the  Gk)vern- 
ments  of  England  and  the  United* 
States.  The  excitement  is  intense. 
The  prisoner  reels  with  faintness  ; 
the  Spanish  soldiers  show  im- 
patience towards  the  meddling 
foreigners ;  there  is  a  pause  and  a 
consultation;  the  Consuls  are  in- 
formed that  the  sentence  must  be 
carried  into  effect ;  the  order  '  Pre- 
sent '  is  given ! 
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At  this  moment  tbe  two  Consuls, 
esRymg  their  respectiye  flags, 
bound  ont  between  the  levelled 
muskets  and  the  doomed  man,  who 
in  an  instant  is  covered  with  the 
English  colonrs.  The  American 
Consol  wraps  himself  in  his  flag, 
md  stands  by  the  side  of  his  fellow 
bero,  who  exclaims — *Hold!  hold! 
As  the  representative  of  her  Bri- 
tannio  Majesty,  I  protest  against 
this  murder.  It  is  onr  duty  to 
protect  this  man's  life.  If  yon 
take  it,  yon  take  onrs,  and  that  at 
yonr  penl !' 

The  wretched  man  leans  help* 
lesslj  against  his  defenders.  The 
muskets   are    lowered.      Another 


awfal  panse,  another  oonsoltation, 
and  the  prisoner  is  conducted  back 
to  his  cell,  supported  on  either  side 
by  the  two  Consuls,  amid  the  cheers 
of  the  soldiers,  who,  forgetting  their 
animosity,  are  electrified  by  this' 
splendid  spectacle  of  heroic  auda. 
city.  In  a  few  hours  the  seaman 
is  released,  and  in  a  few  more  has 
embarked  in  safety,  under  the  two 
flags  of  the  two  countries. 

1  believe  this  incident  fairly  illus- 
trates  the  deepest  feeling  that  the 
two  nations  have  one  towards  the 
other,  and  the  highest  mission  they 
share— the  championship  of  justice, 
and  ihe  rescue  of  the  oppressed— 
throughout  the  world. 
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A  FEW  WORDS  ON  PHILOLOGY.   ' 


WE  scarcely  know  wheiiher  to 
borrow  the  chuckle  of  Detno- 
critus  or  iiie  tears  of  Eeraclitos  in 
facing  some  of  the  aspects  of  our 
philology.  It  isjnst  one  of  the  things 
one  would  almost  prefer  not  td  look 
at  as  a  whole,  after  so  often  finding 
this  or  that  part  of  it  turn  out  adis- 
splving  "view.  The  suspicion  creeps 
over  us,  that,  if  Aristophanes  were 
alive,  he  would  be  tempted  to  get  up 
his  Nubes  at  the  shivering  ex* 
pense  of  a  Socrates  in  philology 
rather  than  in  philosophy.  Yet  if 
his  dialogue  was  about  roots  biliteral 
and  roots  triliteral,  about  roots  with 
and  roots  without  any  meaning  at- 
tached to  them — ^the  demon  of 
weariment  might  soon  discomfit  the 
genius  of  merriment,  and  empty  the 
benches.  Still,  serio-comic  or  pa- 
thetic as  we  may  think  the  state  of 
things,  philology  is  too  generally  im- 
portant to  allow  of  our  being  indif- 
ferent to  it,  and  it  may  need  no  apo- 
logy if  we  turn  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  some  of  its  salient  points. 
We  are  better  situated  than  others 
before  us  for  seeing  how  daintily  the 
romance  of  letters  takes  up  its  pa- 
rable just  where  the  tomes  of  *  litersB 
humaniores  *  leave  it.  We  are  not 
prepared  to  say  whether  a  papyrus 
or  tissue  with  a  repetition  of  some 
old '  Ritual  of  the  dead 'is  technically 
a  *  codex  *  or  not.  This  we  know, 
that  many  a  twinge  of  mental  gout 
supervenes  on  free  resort  to  the 
stimulant  of  '  codices,'  as  a  natural 
result  of  what  is  owing  to  that  arch- 
enemy of  students,  the  copyist. 
The  manuscript,  done  in  a  comer, 
with  all  its  affectations  and  its  reck- 
less innovations,  stands  to  us  in  a 
different  relation  from  that  of  the 
inscription.  Here  we  seem  pro- 
tected from  falsification  by  some 
dignitary  of  Bel  or  Ormuzd,  stand- 
ing by  with  a  heavy  mace  to  en- 
courage the  artist,  or  by  some 
leopard-skin  guiding  the  graver  of 


the  workman.  It  is  well  for  old 
'  monumenta '  to  look  at  us,  and  for 
us  to  carry  away  a  fitting  image  of 
them.  But  the  image  ia  quiescent 
\t  not  evanescent,  and  cannot  travel 
from  man  to  man,  noir  can  descrip- 
tion of  it  raise  more  than  a  fading 
mirage  before  the  listener.  But 
when  they  speak  to  us  in  their  own 
words,  words  Uke  what  we  know  of 
elsewhere,  then  persons  of  men 
and  not  conventional  figures  appeiur 
befoi^  us,  fellowship  takes  i^e  place 
of  separation,  we  are  busy  and  they 
are  usefol.  The  romance  of  the  dis- 
tant past  helps  with  its  gigantic 
looming  forms  to  check  the  Utopia 
of  the  future.  It  gradually  raises  a 
pyramid  of  *  Visible  Speech,'  more 
interesting  than  those  at  Ghizeh, 
more  solid  than  even  the  lucubra- 
tions of  Mr.  Bell.  A  shattered 
stele  in  Moab,  a  cracked  tablet  from 
Marseilles,  a  plain  sarcophagus 
from  Sidon,  a  heap  of  sepulchral 
relics  from  various  quarters — ^these 
do  something  to  fill  the  eye,  but 
are  weirdly  potent  to  fill  the  mind. 
So  think  some  of  us.  But  a  rich 
and  unsentimental  country  leaves 
its  own  Heliopolitan  obelisk  in.  the 
dust,  &r  dirty  little  Alexandrians  to 
play  see-saw  over,  instead  of  erect- 
mg  it  before  the  treasures  of  its  own 
museum.  It  may  be  that  the  com- 
mercial value  of  a  few  discussions 
on  the  *  stone  '  period  of  letters  is 
the  chief  safeguard  against  the 
study  of  it  lying  prostrate  like  the 
obelisk. 

But  it  is  not  to  Semitic  or  Hami- 
tic  monuments  our  modem  Quinti- 
lians  send  us,  in  quest  of  the  prim- 
ordial tongue  to  which  our  own  may 
be  traced. up.  There  is  nothing 
picturesque  or  sensational  about  the 
accredit^  source  of  what  we  call 
Indo-European.  Dark  and  gloomy 
as  the  caves  of  Elephanta  and  EUoiti 
is  the  inner  phase  of  the  language 
to  which  the  wand  of  a  Bopp  or  a 
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Grumn  directs  oour  o1ue£  attention. 
We  ask  it  for  meat  and  it  gives  vMi 
*  roots,'  irhicb   remind   us  of  that 
fiunoos  one  of  which  it  was  said  that 
*ad   Tartara    tendit.'       Unmonn-' 
mental  and  nntraditional  is  the  line 
of  stodj  to  which  the   Sanskritist 
derotes    himself.      When  we    saj 
'  nnmcmnmental/  we  do  not  forget 
Asoka  and  Elapnrdigiri,  hnt  those 
names  suggest  nothing  to  alter  our 
opinion.     To  say  *  nntraditional '  is 
indeed  to  risk   a  visit  £nom  some 
Familiar  of  the  professorial  Inqui^ 
ation.    We  know  what  is  said  about 
the  Aryan  directory  of  the  places 
Alexander's  army  reached  in  India. 
Nevertheless — ^bnt  we  will  not  be 
nsh  about  the  Domesday-book  of 
Tanlas  or  Poms,  or  even  about  that 
qiuunt '  ape  and  peacock'  argument, 
which  almost  put  Solomon's  sea- 
ci^taans  into  the  witness-box  in  the 
cange  of  the  Rig- Veda.     Ear  be  it 
from  us  to  say  that  there  are  not 
(dear  proofs,  explicit  and  implicit, 
of  full-blown  Sanskrit  long  before* 
the  time  of  Alexander.    The  &ct  is 
tiiat  we  have  not  seen  them,  and 
that  a  deHcate  point  of  relationship 
has  always  seemed  to  us  to  need 
nuwe  elucidation  than  it  has  yet  had. 
We  are  warned  against  considering 
Oreek  to  be  a  daughter  of  the  great 
Indian  mother,  and  taught  that  all 
u  right  under  a  sisterty  as^iect  of 
the  two.     The  other  view  is  that  of 
Iffire  and  ^ere  a  'crotchety  genea- 
logist, who  wonders  whether  the 
case  is  not  one  of  European  ofl^ring 
iahidia  after  all.     Of  course  we  are 
hoTmd  by  the    consensus    of  the 
^ftmed  to  feel,  that  whatever  the 
ytrgleieh&nde    Orammatik    says  is 
i*d  must  needs  be  tme.     It    is 
y^  left  to  us  to  indulge  a  furtive 
Dot  fervent  hope  that  it  is  not.    We 
8l»all  he  fer  from  sorry  when  some 
<>Dfi  arises  to  scrape  off  the  barnacles 
of  Plnini,  and  enable  our  knowledge 
c^gennine  antiquity  to  get  along  a 
Wiefeater.    If  Franca  Bopp  had 
J*ver  heard  of  Sandait,  we  might 
stall  be  in  possession  of  our  lists  of 


fiffl&nitieiB  in  modem  ^  languages. 
And  we  nught  have  been  saved 
much  weariness  of  soul  over  the 
irrepressible  *  Scdar  Myth,'  to  es- 
cape whidi  we  would  almost  Hve 
in  a  cellar,  offer  incense  at  the 
^rine  of  the  genial  Esmun,  or 
swear  by  the  mystic  Cabiri.  Verily 
it  would  be  an  achievement  worthy 
of  no  Httle  glory,  to  get  our  philo- 
logy into  a  Hue  that  should  secure 
the  deeper  study  of  monuments 
three  or  four  thousands  of  years 
earher  than  ourselves. 

But  there  are  doubtless  good  easy- 
going people,  who  can  apportion  to 
winged  figures  from  Nineveh  the 
same  placid  stare  they  bestow  upon 
the  bones  of  a  megatherium.  Se- 
renely apathetic  about  what  the 
stones  have  to  say  for  themselves, 
or  how  they  say  it,  they  may  be  wait- 
ing to  be  informed  that  human  ar- 
ticulation came  in  with  the  inven- 
tion of  printing.  Yet  they  aro 
blessed  hy  a  too  bounteous  Provi- 
dence with  strings  of  sons  and  of 
daughters,  for  whom  they  fondly 
speculate  on  a  profttsion  of  rewards 
for  linguistic  proficiency.  The 
natural  wish  is,  to  get  the  tiros 
over  the  mysteries  of  reading 
with  as  little  drudgery  to  memory 
as  possible,  and  as  many  sound  rules 
of  speech  as  will  be  serviceable  in 
after  times.  Alas  !  vain  the  hope 
of  escaping  that  prolonged  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  parrot,  which 
IS  wont  to  precede  a  rendering  of 
words  with  mtelligence.  The  first 
requisite  for  such  an  improved  sys- 
tem of  education  must  needs  be  a 
really  good  spelling-book,  classifying 
what  is  tolerably  constant,  and 
bringing  out  into  a  handy,  sort 
of  prominence  what  is  abnormal. 
But  that  belongs  to  a  future  we 
know  not'  how  remote.  One 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  utilising  a 
better  manual  lies  in  the  necessity 
of  teaching  ^ose  vHtio  themselves 
have  to  teach.  First  principles  are' 
not  the  easiest  things  in  the  world 
to  handle  with  a  wSe  bearing  on 
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subseonent  progress*  Again  and 
again  have  we  enqnired  of  uie  teach* 
ers  in  national  schools,  what  was 
the  system  best  adapted  in  their 
eyes  for  inculcating  the  mdiments 
cf  reading.  Always  the  same  look 
in  retnm  of  injured  innocence,  the 
same  implied  shrug  of  the  shoulders, 
the  same  sort  of  account  of  the  first 
steps  in  learning  that  Topsy  gave 
of  her  early  personal  history.  Sure- 
ly a  secularly  sponsorial  Government 
might  do  worse  than  stimulate  the 
production  of  a  spelling-book  more 
suitable  £Dr  those  whom  it  compels 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  its  pet  crea- 
tion, the  Board.  It  is  reported 
that  a  very  eminent  publisher  found 
a  book  on  cookery  about  his  best 
commercial  success.  We  should 
augur  the  same  result  for  that  for- 
tunate member  of  his  guild  who 
shall  issue  a  scientific  spelling-book, 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  all  classes. 
As  it  is,  how  mauy  writers,  even  of 
the  advanced  sort,  can  be  trusted 
to^divide  their  words  into  syllables 
npon  intelligent  principle,  or,  in 
complicated  cases,  upon  any  princi- 
ple at  all  ?  Or  how  many  of  ns 
could  give  a  clear  and  succinct  ac- 
count of  the  varying  quality  of  our 
familiar  vowels,  or  suggest  reasons 
for  their  more  exceptional  use  ?  In- 
deed, how  many  of  those  who  can 
spell  to  perfection  would  like  to  be 
examined  about  what  spelling  is,  as 
distinct  from  mere  enumeration  of 
letters  P  Tet  these  things  are  but 
elementary.  If  Bacon  were  still 
amongst  us,  he  might  be  driven 
again  to  afiirm  of  them  *  that  this 
part  of  learning  is  wanting  to  my 
judgment  standeth  plainly  con- 
fessed.' 

We  need  not  complain  of  any 
lack  of  efforts  to  alter  the  ortho- 
graphy of  our  vernacular.  First  of 
all,  there  is  the  great  chorus  of 
grumblers  and  croakers,  ready  for  a 
philological  adaptation  of  the  Eooub 
of  Aristophanes.  Their  persistent 
outcry  betokens  somethmg  very 
Tartio-ean  about  its  origin  or  sul^* 


ject,  and  must  be  credited  with, 
some  share  in  moulding  the  opinions 
of  those  who  get  tired  of  hearing  it. 
Then  there  are  writers  and  writers, 
nibbling  writers  and  voradous 
writers,  from  archbishops  down  to 
garret-critics,  all  engaged  in  the 
amiable  task  of  showing  that  tho 
meaning^  of  our  words  are  not  what 
they  ought  to  be,  their  ^)elling 
atrocious,  their  letters  ingeniously 
delusive,  and  so  forth.  Then  there 
is  the  Philological  Society.  Doubt- 
less each  of  its  members  is  indivi- 
dually equal  or  superior  to  what 
might  be  expected  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. But  we  take  down 
from  our  shelves  the  more  general 
part  of  their  published  Transcu^tioM 
for  the  year  1S70,  and  we  muse 
thereon.  We  wonder  whether 
gravity  is  so  inherent  in  the  Society 
that  they  repressed  a  burst  of 
Olympian  laugnter  over  the  appear- 
ance of  the  iSbresaid  Transactions, 
as  representing  what  they  think 
desirable  and  practicable'  in  the 
amendment  of  our  orthography. 
We  find  the  book  begins  with  a 
paper  of  which  the  conclusion  is 
characteristic  enough.  Speaking 
of  his  subject,  the  writer  parts  with 
it,  saying,  *  We  learn  the  origin  of 
ea  out  of  au  in  its  original  obscu- 
rity.' Next  comes  a  welcome  paper 
bv  Mr.  C.  P,  Cayley,  about  which 
the  only  wonder  is  that  it  shoold 
need  to  be  written  at  all  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Paper  No.  3  aspires  to  impressive- 
ness  within  the  short  compass  of  a 
dozen  lines.  The  name  of  *  Shiffiiall ' 
had  become  'Shifiial'  nnder  the 
concentrated  influence  of  the  Post- 
master-General, the  inhabitants  of 
Shifinall,  and  the  Justices  in  Petty 
and  Quarter  Sessions.  This  was 
enough  of  itself  to  raise  the  pro- 
spects of  philology,  and  it  is  made 
known  to  the  world  in  the  exulting 
words,  ^This  announcement  on 
behalf  of  the  Post-Office  affords  an 
instance  of  an  alteration  in  spdling 
made  by  public  authority.'  Having 
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onrselres  duly  caught  tbe  infection 
of  joy  over  tiie  good  time  coming, 
we  torn  OUT  eyes  buoyantly  to  the 
next  page.  But,  by  the  club  of 
Hercules,  what  have  we  here? 
Uo^ra  TO,  Bfipia  ;  have  we  lifted 
upon  some  Maori  version  of  the 
^iglish  tongae,  bonnd  up  by  mis- 
take with  solemn  records  in  philo- 
logy ?  No !  it  is  soon  ascertained, 
Umt  what  we  have  before  us  is  no 
error  of  the  binder,  but  a  serious 
appeal  to  our  approval  *on  the 
improvement  of  English  ortho- 
graphy.' Then  we  subside  into 
mekfcncholy.  We  think  of  the  time 
when  we  were  plodding  through 
the  marshes  of  Bavenna  on  a  road, 
once  perhaps  a  fashionable  street, 
frequented  oy  the  blue-jackets  of 
Pompey  and  Augustus.  Clearly  a 
diange  had  come  o*er  the  spirit  of 
the  scene.  As  we  advanced,  what 
we  saw  was  alive  with  uncanny 
reptOes,  crawhng  and  wriggling  in 
the  dnst  of  the  highway,  gliding 
and  writhing  in  the  stagnant  water. 
Stenge  that  the  improver  of  ortho- 
gn^hy,  *  widh  dhose  changes,'  and 
his  *fiirdher  chanjes,'  should  be 
found  supporting  his  proposals 
from  a  B<eport  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  and  receive 
printiiig  honours  from  the  Philolo- 
gical Society  !  The  fact  is  patent 
from  the  Tran^ctionsof  1870,  that 
in  quarters  from  which  the  confiding 
world  would  expect  help  in  their 
difficulties,  all  but  16  out  of  118 
pages  are  put  at  the  service  of  bare 
undisguised  ^fonetic' 

Of  course  there  must  be  some- 
tfaiog  in  this  *  fonetic '  to  attract  to 
itself  the  prolonged  labours  of  the 
sort  of  men  it  reckons  amongst  its 
adherents.  It  would  be  wrong  to 
ignore  the  encouragement  they  have 
received  from  recent  compilers  of 
Latin  grammars,  and  fh>m  the 
deference  of  learned  professors.  We 
tffe  not  likely  to  speak  of  the  meet- 
ing of  extremes  as  anything  wonder- 
ful. If  the  votary  of  Priscian  and 
Nigidius  Figulus  hobnobs  with  the 


initiated  of  Pitman,  it  is  but  as  tha 
Vatican  sometimes  finds  itself  close 
to  Tottenham  Court  Road,  and 
Pall  Mall  to  Trafalgar  Square.  li 
is  not  the  only  thing  that  argues  a 
remnant  of  chaos  in  philology.  Our 
own  view  of  the  case  is  not  far  to 
seek.  Our  national  utterance  has 
come  down  to  us  associated  with, 
and  in  its  way  moulding,  certain 
forms  in  writing.  Change  the 
letters,  and  the  sounds  will  be 
endangered.  The  first  generation 
that  uses  a  novel  spelling  may  keep 
within  traces,  by  dint  of  remember- 
ing what  has  been  superseded. 
The  next  generation  may  easily  be 
found  kicking  over  said  traces,  and 
upsetting  the  coach.  Putting  aside 
the  value  of  visible  etymology,  there 
is  rashness  in  neutralising  the 
experience  of  ages,  which  have 
formed  for  us  our  words  as  we  have 
them,  and  must  not  have  their 
method  of  formation  arrested.  It 
is  possible  to  look  on  the  spelling  of 
a  country  as  something  like  the 
shingle  on  its  sea-shore.  Such  as  it 
is,  it  has  a  relation  to  the  rough 
usage  of  oral  intercourse  and  to 
local  circumstances.  The  shape 
and  position  it  assumes  in  the 
course  of  time  is  just  that  which 
gives  full  btit  guarded  play  to  the 
vocal  element,  and  in  the  form 
of  literature  gains  upon  it.  If, 
instead  of  homely  limestone,  roarl, 
or  flint,  our  friends  bid  us  try  their 
sterling  gold  or  silver, wood,  hay,  or 
stubble,  when  we  think  of  the 
dangers  of  a  sea  of  ignorant  pro** 
nunciation,  we  decline  the  advice. 

In  presence  of  *  fonetic,'  it  strikes 
one  that  something  must  still  re- 
main unsettled  in  ihe  relations  be* 
tween  speaking  and  writing  on  the 
one  hand,  or  between  writing  and 
reading  on  the  other.  Certainly 
there  can  be  no  more  reason  in  the 
eternal  fitness  of  things  why  our 
symbols  of  what  is  labial,  dental,  or 
guttural,  should  appear  on  paper  as 
Qiey  do,  than  why  brick-clay  should 
assume  the  form  which  hardens  the 
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shotilders  of  the  hodman.  Sym- 
bols are  versatile  enough,  and  may 
assume  odd  forms,  according  as 
they  are  used  by  the  signal  lieuten- 
ant on  board  ship,  or  the  dumb  man 
with  his  fingers,  or  the  telegraph- 
man  with  his  needle,  or  the  diplo- 
maUst  with  his  cipher,  or.  the 
compositor  with  his  type.  From 
hieroglyphs  and  ideographs  down 
to  algebra,  an3'thing  is  useful 
enough  if  it  does  but  answer 
its  purpose.  There  is.no  difficulty 
worth  speaking  of  in  making  a 
record  of  what  we  make  up  our 
minds  to  say:  we  may  do  it  in 
pictorial  fashion  or  otherwise.  We 
may  call  in  as  much  or  as  little  as 
we  like  of  Onomatopoeia^  that  too 
benignant  goddess  of  the  etymo- 
logist. We  can  be  as  fantastic  or 
arbitrary  as  we  like,  provided  only 
we  are  conventional.  The  real 
*  labor '  and  *  opus  *  sets  in  .  when 
we  have  to  turn  the  lifeless  symbols 
into  living  utterance ;  in  other 
words,  when  we  have  to  read  a  bit 
of  writing.  We  might  turn  a  sound 
into  a  word  without  induction,  or 
anything  intellectndl  beyond  what 
is  incidental  to  substitution.  But 
we  cannot  read  the  word  when  we 
have  written  it  without  a  de*- 
ductive  process,  which  involves  the 
real  though  unobserved  use  of  a 
distinct  middle  term.  It  is  just 
this  middle  term  which  baffles  chil- 
dren and  those  who  can  make  no 
sufficient  induction  for  themselves 
In  foreign  languages,  the  major  pre* 
miss  is  apt  to  be,  especially  in  the  qua* 
lity  of  vowels,  entirely  different  front 
our  own,  and  the  indignant  Briton, 
when  he  finds  himself  abroad,  is 
often  seen  pointing  to  his  phrase- 
book,  and  fuming  over  what  he 
calls  its  nselessness.  Much  in  the 
same  way  our  juniors  make  shots  at 
words  that  look  a  little  like  what 
they  have  picked  up  before,  and 
find  out  with  a  wry  face  or  aching 
knuckles  that  they  have  hit  the 
wrong  sound.  It  is  hard  upon 
them,  that  nobody  should  ever  teach 


them  the  main  results  of  classifying 
and  excepting  the  syllables  they 
have  to  deal  with.  No  wonder 
that  the  practice  or  value  of  in- 
duction in  spelling  escapes  the 
range  of  their  unphilosopbioal 
faculties,  and  that  they  blunder  on 
tiU,  body  and  mind,  phctmUur. 

We  suppose  that,  afber  the  number 
of  times  the  description  has  been 
dinned  into  our  ears,  wo  are  in  duty 
bound  to  speak  of  ours  as  a  naughty, 

*  anomalous,'  antiphilological  sort  of 
language,  fit  only  to  be  whipped 
into  conformity  with  a  higher  stan- 
dard than  its  own.  Well !  naughty 
it  may  be,  and  '  anomalous,'  bat 
not     therefore    naughty     because 

*  anomalous.*  We  have  a  faint 
idea  that  the  first  man  occupied 
rather  an  ^  anomalous '  position 
amongst  the  animals  of  his  time  of 
day,  but  we  do  not  read  that  it  was 
thought  to  be  a  naughty  one  merely 
on  that  account.  And  if  the  great 
majority  of  their  neighbours  think 
^ntly  men  rather  '  anomaloos  '  in 
their  breed  and  characteristics,  this 
does  not  prove  that  it  is  naughty  \o 
be  saintly.  If  ^  anomalous  '  things 
are  so  very  pernicious,  how  is  it 
that  people  fiiil  to  acquaint  us 
with  the  virtues  of  what  they  call 

*  omaloas '  ones  ?  And  if  in  polite 
circles  it  is  so  heavy  a  charge  to 
bring  against  a  man  that  he  is  *  odd,' 
it  seems  un&ir  not  to  complete  the 
analogical  contrast  by  telling  us 
what  it  is  to  be  an  *  even '  man  of 
the  world  P  It  is  not  so  many 
years  since  a  well-knOwn  writer  on 
Development  laid  it  down  as  a 
glory  of  his  adopted  Church,  that 
she  had  assimilated  so  many  items 
from  external  sources,  some  even 
from  the  domain  of  heresy  and 
heathenism.  We  are  not  concerned 
to  show  whether  or  not  all  the 
things  that  Church  has  absorbed 
have  seemed  in  the  event  to  agree 
with  her,  or  whether  our  own 
Church  has  thriven  to  perfection  on 
the  opposite  plan  of  a  simpler,  if 
more  wholesome,  diet.     However 
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tliia  may  be,  we  railier  congratulate 
ourselves  than  otherwise,  that  our 
language  has  been  left  to  cater  for 
itself  in  its  own  way^  It  is  not 
nnsaiis&ctory  to  reflect  that  an 
En^iahman's  tongue  is  rery  much 
Hke  the  Englishman  himself  his  'glo- 
rions  Constitution,'  and  his  more 
{ffetentious  edifices,  all  rather  com- 
posite in  order,  but  not  so  bad  or 
inoonyenient  after  all.  It  has 
grown  with  the  growth  of  our 
nation's  greatness;  and  while  the 
most  prejudiced  foreigner  will 
hardly  deny  that  it  is  a  good  one  of 
its  aort^  we  need  not  fear  his  prov- 
ing, so  easily  as  the  man  did  of  his 
wife,  that  '  the  sort  isn't  good.'  It 
has  a  mysterious,  almost  ludicrous 
reaemblance  to  some  details  in  that 
of  the  best  sailors  in  the  olden 
lame,  so  much  so  as  to  point  sundry 
remarks  in  Dr.  Schroder's  valuable 
grammar  of  Phenician.  The  Eng- 
lishman might  not  be  what  he  is  if 
he  spoke  in  the  way  that  may  be 
oyerheard  in  the  streets  of  Paris  or 
of  Rome.  Some  say  it  requires 
worse  meat  than  we  have  to  im- 
prove our  cookery,  and  it  might  be 
necessary  for  ns  to  fiGUse  worse 
literary  materials  than  we  possess 
to  make  our  spelling  more  luminous 
and  more  effective. 

It  need  not  be  denied  that  there 
b  much  tribulation  of  spirit  and 
despair  of  the  faint-hearted  over  the 
difficulty  of  mastering  this  terrible 
spelling  of  ours.  But  so  we  suppose 
there  is,  in  reaching  the  nobler 
heights  of  architecture,  painting, 
music,  logic,  or  mathematics.  He 
who  would  get  beyond  the  rule  of 
thumb  must  expect  a  few  puzzling 
problems  about  the  centre  of  gravity. 
Artists  do  not  imitate  Rafael  at 
the  cost  of  a  penny  paint-box.  Thd 
most  patient  home  instructions  will 
not  guarantee  a  Mozart  in  the 
family,  nor  will  every  studious 
undergraduate  come  to  rank  with 
Aristotle  or  Newton.  If  we  feel 
injured  because  we  have  to  take 
;   trouble  about,  such  common  things 


as  our  words,  it  is  not  in  the  spirit 
of   the    entomologist    who  -thinks 
much  of  life  well  bestowed  on  the 
physiology    of   a   fly,    or   of  the 
enthusiast  who  rose  to  fame  on  the 
scrapings    of   one    string   of     his 
flddle.     If  we  grant  that  anomalies 
are  troublesome,  this  is  not  to  allow 
that  uniformity  is  a  test  of  excellence, 
or  may  not  even  be  its  grave.     It  is 
all  very  well  to  pick  out  some  of  the 
rougher  items  of  modem  English, 
and  contarast  them  with   the  soft 
sweet     sequence    of    syllables    in 
Sanskrit  or  Italian.      So  far  as  we 
know,    the    softest    and    sweetest 
things  to  look  at   in  long  strings 
of   syllables    belong   to    tribes  in 
Polynesia  and   Central  Africa  not 
otherwise  thought  very  worthy  of 
imitation.     Perhaps   there  may  be 
some  little  nustake  in  the   theory 
of  the  case.     It  does  not  appear  to 
be  the  only  or  main  object  of  the 
writer  to"insure  a  certain  sound  firom 
the  reader.     This  may  be  ever  so 
desirable,  but  not  always  possible. 
If  a  language  starts  with  easy  sounds 
for  convenient  syllables,  it  will  get 
on  very  well  so  long  as  it  does  not 
add  to  its  old  stock  of  words.     It 
may  take  any  liberties  it  likes  with 
foreign  words.     The    trial    comes 
when  the  old  words  have  to  be 
altered  to  suit  new  meanings,  and 
the  alterations  call  forth  new  sounds, 
or  at  least  such  as  have  not  been 
attached  to  the  same  words  before. 
This  must  be  done  more  on  literary 
or    grammatical,    than    on     vocal 
principle.    And  as    political    laws 
press    unequally     upon     different 
classes,  so  anything  like  a  rule  of 
flexion  formation  or  transformation 
of  old  words  into  new  ones,  must 
needs    affect    some   of  them  with 
special  awkwardness  to  the  reader. 
It  is  the  price  we  pay  for  the  con- 
servative  element  in  writing,  with- 
out   which   it  could  hardly  itself 
exist,  or  afford  us  much  more  edifi- 
cation than  a  pocket-book.     The 
learned  reduce  the  whole  of  modem 
as  well  as  classical  languages  to  a 
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mere  handful  of  what  ihej  call 
Boots,  but  which  look  surprisin^j 
like  visible  forms  of  noming  in 
particular.  This  suggests  that 
Darwinism  might  haye  had  its 
primary  idea  in  the  theory  of  the 
OYolution  of  all  language  from  some 
very  prehistoric  monadic  letter* 
Bu^  supposing  people  not  to  be 
allowed  to  reduce  all  words  so  near- 
ly to  annihilation,  there  remwis  a 
vast  amount  of  credit  due  to  writers 
of  successire  ages.  With  but 
awkward  materials  at  command, 
and  very  scant  powers  of  invention, 
they  have  contrived,  by  dint  of 
economising,  squeezing  and  dilating, 
borrowing  and  stealing,  to  furnish 
us  with  a  supply  of  literature  which 
looks  fresh  and  inexhaustible,  how« 
ever  old  or  intrinsically  limited  it 
may  be.  ,  This  could  not  have  been 
done,  unless  the  mind  and  the  voice, 
being  less  fettered  than  the  art  of 
the  scribe,  had  by  a  little  extra 
work  balanced  the  difficulty. 

We  may  thus  try  to  palliate  the 
charges  of '  anomaly '  and  difficulty 
against  our  spelling,  but  we  have 
no  hope  of  gaining  for  it  more  than 
a  ticket-of-leave.  If  we  spoke  with 
more  authority,  it  would  be  to  many 
who  would  only  scream  at  us  the 
louder.  Be  it  so.  *Populus  nos 
sibilat,'  this  need  not  debar  us  from 
enjoying  apart  the  fruits  of  more 
edifying  contemplation.  We  say. 
Here  is  a  goodly  language,  which,  if 
it  bears  some  thorns  on  its  stem, 
bears  also  a  full*blown  rose  at  the 
top.  We  have  in  it  the  relics  of  a 
hoary  Semitic  antiquity,  surrounded 
by  words  which,  after  flourishing 
two  thousand  years  ago,  submitted 
to  alteration,  that  they  might  still 
live  and  be  at  our  service.  We 
respect  this  language  as  well  for  the 
things  it  has  not  done,  as  for  what 
it  has  done.  It  laid  a  firm  hold  on 
our  country  infaceof  noinsignificant 
rivalry,  and  lived  in  the  mouths  of 
a  population  which,  if  it  loved 
fighting  a  trifle  too  much,  loved  the 
Christianity  of  its  day  not  a  little. 


Indifferent  to  permeations  from  the 
•Celt  and  Boman,  it  yielded  no 
slavidi  homage  to  the  political 
supremacy  of  the  Dane.  With 
patriotic  determination,  it  kept  the 
mfluence  of  what  was  Frendi  in  the 
victorious  Norman,  nearly  within 
the  bounds  of  the  names  of  a  few 
marketable  commodities.  ABSured 
of  its  own  permanent  independence, 
it  enriched  itself  from  our  ofU 
defeated  enemies  on  the  Continent. 
Overtaken  by  a  little  uncongenial 
pedantry  in  the  Stuart  period,  it 
nas  survived  the  battle  and  the 
breeze  to  be  what  it  is.  Compressed 
in  all  directions— comprehensive 
of  elements  from  rather  incongruons 
sources — it  may  indeed  here  and 
there  show  a  few  symptoms  of  con- 
gestion, but  they  only  require 
judicious  treatment,  and  cannot 
deserve  wholesale  amputation.  This 
is  the  sort  of  language  at  which  its 
possessors  think  it  clever  to  he 
rodent  and  maledictory.  And  why? 
Probably  just  because  those  who 
undertake  to  teach  it  take  no 
trouble  to  find  out  a  proper  method 
of  setting  it  forth.  And  those  who 
leamit  set  down  the  want  of  method 
in  the  teachers  to  the  score  of 
imperfections  in  the  language  itself. 
Let  us  leave  now  the  mnrkiness 
of  those  mistaken  opinions  about 
English,  which  pervert  the  useful- 
ness  of  the  Philological  Society  and 
the  Phonetic  Institute.  Let  us 
climb  the  Delphic  heights  them- 
selves, and  hear  what  the  chief 
priests  of  the  philological  Pythia 
have  to  tell  us.  The  oracle,  not 
Tmlike  some  things  in  the  old  Greek 
ones,  except  in  their  poetry,  comes 
to  us  in  the  form  of  a  *  Syllabus  of 
Latin  Pronunciation.'  The  word 
*  Syllabus'  certainly  has  its  asso- 
ciations with  infallibility,  but  other- 
wise hardly  appears  to  be  a  haj^y 
one.  If  there  were  a  partv  opposed 
to  its  teaching,  they  would  need  no 
other  rallying-cry  than  '  Byllaba,* 
if  we  are  right  about  the  weakness 
in   the    professors'    views,    where 
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ibej  have  neglected  the  doctrine  of 
*  sjllables.'  We  are  aware  that  the 
h^-masters  of  schools  have,  in 
solemn  Amphictyonio  Council  as- 
sembled at  Birmingham,  carried 
nnanimously  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
professors  for  the  Syllabus.  We  do 
not  see  how  thej  could  have  done 
less  under  the  circumstances.  It  is 
no  object  with  us  to  wantonly  dis- 
turb unanimity,  which,  even  if  it  is 
a  li<^le  dull,  is  always  so  'nice,' 
especially  when  young  eyes  and 
ears  are  on  the  alert  to  catch  signs 
of  discord.  The  question  with  us 
is,  whether  the  unanimity  of  the 
head-masters  can  have  much  more 
than  the  one  principle  of  expediency 
at  the  bottom  of  it.  We  cordially 
endorse  the  opinion,  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  conform  our  way  of 
reading  Latin  to  continental  usage. 
Such  a  consummation  must  make 
the  old  words  more  intelligible  by 
and  from,  scholars  on  both  sides  of 
the  Chaxmel,  and  perhaps  bring  out 
many  a  latent  etymology  on  our 
side  of  it.  We  may  concede  what 
is  not  equally  evident,  that  young 
people  will  derive  much  benefit  from 
the  new  way  of  reading  Latin,  in 
applying  themselves  to  modern 
languages.  Having  said  thus  much, 
we  are  constrained  to  add  that,  if 
we  had  been  head-masters  at  Bir- 
mingham, the  rest  of  our  unanimity 
would  have  been  of  the  galled  and 
sore-backed  sort.  As  obedient 
animals  we  are  quite  ready  to  go  in 
the  proper  direction ;  but  this  new 
saddle,  the  Syllabus,  does  not  seem 
as  yet  to  fit  us,  and  we  cannot  help 
wincing  a  little.  It  is  just  as  well 
to  know  whether  this  is  our  fault, 
or  the  fault  of  the  saddler.  In  other 
words,  it  is  very  important  to  as- 
certain how  much  of  the  Syllabus  is 
sound  philology  or  not. 

To  begin  with,  the  selection  of 
Italian  as  furnishing  the  best  norma 
loquendi  in  reading  Latin,  is  just 
the  one  we  should  not  ourselves 
have  made.  We  have  got  into  the 
\  way  of  thinking,  that  it  is  a  lan- 
;      VOL.  vn.— NO.  xxxxx.   kbw  sebies. 


guage  which  has  not  only  softened 
its  gutturals  and  dentals,  but 
macerated  what  should  bo  its  sub- 
stance nearly  into  pulpiness.  It 
gets  rid  of  the  old  consonants  by 
wholesale  as  in  *istruzione,'  *oscuro,* 
*specchio,'  and  in  *oggetto  *  we  see 
it  conspicuously  removing  inherited 
groups  of  consonants,  to  make 
geminations  of  them  in  the  way 
that  turns  up  everywhere,  and 
makes  sad  havoc  in  grammatical 
etymology.  It  strikes  one  that  the 
language  is  effeminato,  one  that 
loves  to  lie  on  the  sofa  with  its 
pretty  vowels,  but  eschews  whole- 
some exercise  with  anything  else. 
We  have  nothing  to  complain  of  in 
those  vowels,  but  when  we  see  how 
it  discards  the  initial  aspirate,  and 
how  it  treate  what  were  Latin  con- 
sonants, we  think  of  it  as  a  sort  of 
molluscous  deposit,  where  a  few 
hard  shells  are  sometimes  found  as 
initials,  but  where  in  a  general  way 
nothing  hard  or  sharp  seems  to 
have  any  business  to  remain.  And 
yet  things  both  hard  and  sharp  are 
recommfended  to  us  by  the  Syllabus. 
The  professors  and  Amphictyons 
can  hardly  have  been  thinking 
of  the  euphonious  supremacy  of 
Italian  in  music.  The  nation  that 
speaks  it  has  done  nothing  Eoman 
since  the  old  Roman  times,  and  the 
tongue  seems  to  have  been  dream- 
ing like  the  people,  perhaps  be- 
lieving itself  old  Roman  in  pro- 
nunciation, because  old  Romans 
were  Italian  in  blood.  It  is  hard  to 
see  why  it  should  have  been  pre- 
ferred even  to  Spanish,  which  has 
added  so  many  of  its  gutturals  to 
the  aspirates,  and  reverts  in  many 
cases  to  the  pre-classical  stage  of 
Latin.  These  things  strike  us 
about  Italian  as  a  vernacular,  and 
we  should  be  of  the  same  mind  if 
the  Syllabus  had  said,  what  it  does 
not,  that  it  was  thinking  of  the 
special  rendering  of  old  Latin  words 
in  Italy.  Those  words  are  perhaps 
as  strange  in'  sound  to  the  modem 
Italian  as  to  anybody  else.    Stoutly 
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and  mdignaxitly  do  scholars  from 
the  North  of  Europe  deny  that  the 
Italian  has,  or  at  least  utilises,  the 
best  tradition  of  sound  from  the 
time  of  Horace  and  Virgil.  The 
two  Homes  did  not  help  each  other 
in  language  more  than  in  fortunes. 
Goths,  Lombards,  and  Vandals  had 
no  very  conservative  influence  on 
dassicfid  enunciation,  and  a  country 
of  mountains  is  full  apt  to  be  a 
country  of  dialects.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  wonderful  borrowed  dic- 
tion of  Ulfilas  spread  mysteri- 
ously in  or  as  the  High  and  Low 
German,  which  was  often  within 
hail  of  the  Boman  colonies  in 
Poland  and  the  valley  of  the 
Danube.  Somehow  or  other,  it 
turns  out  that  over  a  largo  part  of 
Europe  the  pronunciation  of  Latin 
by  ^e  Icelander  would  at  the 
present  day  be  preferred  to  that  by 
the  Italian.  Keferring  to  what 
Haflam  says,  we  see  how  Latin  may 
have  suffered  from  the  preponder- 
ance given  to  degenerate  Greek 
sounds  in  and  after  the  days  of 
Chrysoloras.  And  the  percolations 
of  monkish  Latin  may  be  added  to 
what  appears  from  the  same  au- 
thority to  have  been  the  neglect  of 
the  study  of  Latin,  at  certain 
periods  of  Italian  history,  when 
that  study  was  flourishing  else- 
where. 

Diving  now  into  some  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  Syllabus,  we  are  certainly 
relieved  to  find  that  we  have  not  to 
face  the  dicta  of  Priscian,  Nonius 
Marcellus,  or  Nigidius  Figulus, 
which  from  certain  indications  we 
might  have  expected  to  find  in- 
flicted upon  us.  Wo  have  never 
thought  that  descriptions  of  soands 
were  apt  to  be  specially  intelligible 
to  remote  generations  of  men.  We 
do  not  at  all  mind  being  talked  to 
about  Quintilian,  because  on  the 
whole  we  think  him  a  very  sensible 
kind  of  monitor.  Only  we  need  to 
be  told  what  he  actually  did  say, 
and  not  to  be  led  to  infer,  from 
views  ascribed  to  him,  what   we 


ourselves  ought  to  say.  Now  Hmro 
are  two  points  in  the  Syllabus  whiol^ 
seem  to  oe  based  on  the  remarks  of 
Quintilian,  although  only  one  for- 
tifies itself  with  his  name  outright. 
It  is  more  Iham  possible  that,  if  he 
had  not  said  something  about  *  ob- 
tinuit,'  we  should  never  have  been 
told  to  'sound  and  generaUy  write  * 
eupter  for  subter.  And  if  he  had  not 
said  of  a&  in  ahsttdit  that  '  oOrrom- 
pit  oratio,'  we  might  have  been  left 
alone  with  ahsens  instead  of  trying^ 
apsens.  That  is,  so  far  as  suhier  and 
ahsens  offend  against  any  laws  of 
accommodation  or  Sandhi  in  San- 
skrit or  elsewhere,  we  might  indeed 
have  heard  of  them,  but  hardly,  till 
matters  are  more  advanced,  in  a 
Syllabus  of  Latin  pronunciation.  It 
seems  aa  if  some  collateral  motive 
were  needed  to  account  for  the  fiact, 
that  the  professors  do  not,  like 
Quintilian,  make  '  obtinuit '  their 
typical  word.  Had  they  done  so, 
they  must  have  gone  onto  say,  that 
he  speaks  of  'obtinuit'  as  that 
which  *  ratio  poscit,'  and  of  *op- 
tinuit '  as  only  that  which  *  aores 
magis  audiunt.'  He  was  fisuniliar 
enough  with  inscriptional  use,  and 
vrished  to  see  everything  written 
'quomodo  sonat.'  Thus  what  he 
knew  of  reading  would  have  justi- 
fied him,  if  anybody,  in  tryingr  his 
hand  at  a  slight  chaoige  in  spelling. 
But,  impressed  by  me  *  ratio'  of 
the  case,  he  proposes  no  alteration. 
If  our  Syllabus  does  require  one,  it 
seems  hardly  too  much  to  say  that 
it  does  so  in  defiance  of  the  '  ratio  * 
of  Quintilian.  Whatever  liberties 
he  may  have  heard  the  Boman 
tongue  taking  with  'obtinuit^'  that 
particular  grouping  of  sonant  vrith 
surd  need  not  have  been  much  more 
dreadful  in  Latin  than  it  is  found 
to  be  in  English  and  Qerman.  Verily 
we  hope  there  is  life  in  the  old 
word  suhier  yet,  and  that  nothing 
from  the  comparative  grammars  will 
be  the  deaih  of  it.  We  think  that 
'absens'  deserves  to  survive  the 
Syllabus  as  much  as  ^  subter/    We 
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grant  that  the  sibilant  has  not  here 
ezacUj  the  same  title  to  the  name 
of  *  spirant  sonant '  that  it  has  in 
absque  and  abatulU,  But  its  cre- 
dentials are  amply  good  enough 
to  allow  of  its  being  joined  for  once 
with  the  labial  sonant.  The  origi- 
nal sibilation  of  the  proposition 
argnes  some  kind  of  'accommoda- 
tion,' Indian  or  not.  Qnintilian 
seems  to  haye  thought  it  rather 
hard  on  the  poor  syllable  to  be  so 
treated.  But  he  does  not  make  it 
a  case  for  practical  redress,  and  we 
rather  think  he  was  right. 

Of  course  we  are  bound  to  do  as 
we  are  bidden,  and  '  see  Quintilian 
I.  7.  30.*    Haying,  as  the  French- 
man says,  made  oar  duty  in  that 
direction,  we  must  profess  that  we 
are  unable  to  see  anytiiing  there  to 
the  purpose  of  what  the  Syllabus 
wante  to  tell  us  about  a  sharp  or 
flat  sibilant,  but  a  confirmation  of 
the  very  opposite.     Its  words  are 
here  not  a  little  obscure.    But  we 
suppose,  that  the  combination  of  a 
long  vowel  with  a  geminated  sibi- 
lant is  held  to  be  the  most  correct 
thing  possible,  that  Cicero  and  Virgil 
were  quite  right  in  their  spelling  of 
*  caussa^'  *cassus,'  divissio,*  &c.,  and 
that  they  might  as  well  be  followed 
by    ourselves.       Now     Quintilian 
speaks  in  one  sentence  of  t^e  time 
of  Cicero  having  been  that  of  the 
fashion  (Jere)  of  writing  the  gemi- 
nation in  '  cassus,'  and  in  the  next 
sentence  of  his  own  time  as  ihsA> 
of  the  usi^  of  *jussi,'   'quod  noe 
gemina  S  dicimus  '  instead    of  the 
ewrly  '  jousi.'     So  the  old  twin  con- 
sonant after  the  long  vowel  vanished, 
and  the  new  twin  consonant  after 
what  we  must  call  the  short  vow^ 
became  established.    What  can  this 
mean,  except  that  a  gemination  is 
no  more  in  place  than  a  grouping 
of  consonants  after  a  long  vowel, 
bat  that  a  gemination  is  as  much 
in  place  as  a  grouping  after  a  short 
one?    But  we  are  further  mysti* 
fled  about '  a  lost  consonant  having 
been  assimilated,  and  the  vowel  al- 


ways lengthened.'  Here  the  wordsgo 
far  beyond  those  of  Quintilian,  who 
was  not  speaking  of  any  process  of 
lengthening  vowels,  but  of  those 
that  were  somehow  long  already. 
What  is  said  of  the  '  lost  consonant ' 
looks  as  wonderful  to  us  as  if  a  pro- 
jectile were  to  hit  an  object  in  the 
air  and  on  the  ground  at  the  same 
time.    We  can  just  get  over  the 
thought  of  the  assimilcUion  of  a  con- 
sonant, though  our  idea  was  that 
assimilation  lay    properly  between 
the  vowels  of  consecutive  syllables. 
What  we  want  to  know  is,  whether 
the  lost  consonant  really  goes  into 
the  gemination,  as  in  annuo^  or  whe- 
ther anything  else  is  proved    by 
forms  like  armtto.    If  it  be  said  that 
the  defunct    consonant  is    ferried 
over  direct  to  the  vowel,  and  length- 
ens it,  we  cannot  forget  that  some 
writers,  like  M.  Bau<&y,  hold  there 
is  scarcely,  if  at  all,  any  such  chsmge 
of  consonant  into  vowel  as  is  im- 
plied  in   'compensation.'      Those 
who  do  not  see  the  direct  agency  of 
compensation  on  the  vowel,  would 
explain  the  result  of  lengthening 
by  the  indirect  action  of  the  gemi- 
nation.    Thus  it  might  be  said  that 
the  consonant  in  dth-mitto  did  not  go 
at  once  into  amitto,  but  into  a  theo^ 
tic  am-mittOf  from  which  the  change 
to  aTT^'Z/^wasan  accepted  alternative, 
as  much  as  in  *  litus '  and  '  littus.' 
We  are  here  brought  to  consider 
the  extent  to  which  gemination  of 
consonant^  and  its  alternative  the 
long  vowel,  has  been  the  resource 
of  pronunciation  &om  perhaps  the 
beginning.     It  is  significant  that, 
while  there  is  so  much  of  it  in  Se- 
mitic, there  is  said  to  be  nothing  of 
it  in  Sanskrit.     We  see  it  working 
independently  of  written  forms  in  old 
Latin  inscriptions,  and  turning  up 
everywhere  amongst  us.     Applying 
its  theory  to   *  casus '  and  *  visus,' . 
where  the  vowel  is  long,  we  do  not 
at  once  say  that  the  dental  has  gone 
bodily  into  it.     We  trust  our  ears 
that  '  cassum '  and  '  sessum '  have 
the  lost  letter  safe  in  their  gemina- 

Z2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314 


A  Few  Words  on  Philology* 


[Marck 


tion.  Then  we  come  to  think  that 
*  casns '  and  *  visus '  get  their  length 
proximatelj  from  relieving  guard 
with  the  geminatioD.  But  those 
who  lean  to  *  compensation '  will  fly 
to  the  old  ablatives jpraw?a(Z,  senodvdj 
&c.,  for  proof  in  favour  of  it.  They 
may  as  well  remember  that  Bopp 
himself  detected  but  few  traces  of 
the  usage  in  Sanskrit,  and  was  only 
more  successful  when  he  followed 
it  into  Zend.  They  ought  to  ex- 
plain why  so  little  of  it  is  found  in 
Latin  consonant-nouns.  These 
dentalised  ablatives  belong  to  the 
period  of  abbreviated  nominatives, 
and  have  probably  some  reference 
to  them,  if  some  of  them  do  not  re- 
main in  the  language  as  nominatives. 
Adverbs  and  prepositions,  lite  *  fa- 
cilumed,  'suprad,'  *  entrad,'  may 
have  had  something  to  do  with  long 
Greek  finals.  On  the  whole,  we 
are  loth  to  acknowledge  that  a 
dropped  consonant  directiy  length- 
ens a  vowel,  though  it  may  fairly  be 
held  that  it  conduces  to  the  result. 
Formonsus  hecsjne  formosits,  but  per- 
haps  in  theory  formossua  first,  and 
odionisTis  may  have  passed  the  turn- 
stile odio88ic8  to  reach  odiosus.  • 

Having  admitted  that,  as  ancient 
ladies  say  of  certain  preachers,  we 
cannot  'feed' much  on  the  professors' 
views  of  geminated  consonants,  we 
ought  to  fiy  whether  we  can  get  on 
any  better  with  their  notion  of 
geminated  vowels.  And  an  oppor- 
tunity occurs  of  testing  this  in  what 
the  Syllabus  says  of  *  Marcus  *  and 

*  pastor.'       These  are  clearly  the 

*  Maarcus  '  and  '  paastor '  of  the  in- 
scriptions, and  it  must  be  the  twin- 
ship  of  the  vowels  on  which  the 
43tatement  is  founded,  in  connection 
with  them,  that  *  the  ancients  ob- 
served the  natural  length  of  vowels, 
when  the  syllable  was  also  long  by 
position.'  Now  what  does  this 
mean  about  the  *  syllable '  being 
long  by  position  ?  Has  anybody 
^vev  proved,  that  when  a  vowel  gets 
into  position  with  consonants  in  or 
outside  of  its   own    syllable,   any 


change  takes  place  in  the  consonant 
which  precedes  it  ?  If  not,  care  in 
phraseology  would  lead  us  to  re- 
strict the  effect  of  position  to  the 
vowel,  and  not  extend  it  to  iho 
whole  syllable.  We  know  the  point 
is  of  no  conseqnence,  only  it  is  a 
sample  of  the  sort  of  confusion  w© 
often  have  to  notice  about  *  syllables,' 
in  which  everything  is  apt  to  b© 
disregarded  except  the  vowel,  tJi© 
most  unstable  part  of  it.  Thinking 
of  what  Cicero  said,  it  might  be  as 
well  to  distinguish  clearly  between 
a  long  syllable  in  metre,  and  a  vowel 
long  by  position.  But  to  return  to 
'  Maarcus  '  and  '  paastor,'  and  the 
inference  that  the  twinship  proves 
length  of  vowel.  Here  we  must  not 
run  away  with  the  analogy,  that  all 
things  are  like  those  numbers  that 
can  be  added  into  some  single  larger 
one.  It  would  not  help  us  to  es- 
tablish the  fact,  that  a  pair  of  horses 
can  always  be  added  into  one  animal 
of  dimensions  equal  to  both  of  them. 
We  allow  that,  in  the  words  men- 
tioned by  Corssen  and  some  others, 
the  twin  vowels  are  used  where  the 
syllable  is  long  and  unclosed,  as  in 
*  Albaana,'  *  leege,'  *  seedes.'  What 
we  doubt  is,  whether  the  first  syl- 
lables of  '  Maarcus '  and  '  paastor ' 
were  read  differently  from  the  same 
in  *  parc» '  and  'Elastor,'  themselves 
of  early  appearance  in  the  ixiscrip- 
tions.  These  are  certainly  held  to 
have  furnished  the  short  'diidro,' 
even  if  what  look  like  corresponding 
forms  elsewhere  prove  to  be  twin 
marks  rather  than  twin  vowels.  If 
Accius  and  Lucilius  could  not  cer- 
tainly make  out  the  meaning  of  the 
tvnnship,  we  may  be  excused  for 
making  a  guess  at  it.  It  is  not 
then  a  very  wild  surmise,  that  it  was 
in  *  Maarcus  '  and  *  paastor '  a  sign 
of  quality,  not  of  quantity,  in  the 
vowel,  especially  as  the  peculiar 
quality  turns  up  amongst  ourselves 
also,  as  in  *mark'  and  'pastor,' 
*park*  and  *past,*  &c.  There  ap- 
pear to  be  reasons  for  thinking  it 
an  Oscanism,  and  the  aa  may  have 
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nothing  more  to  do  with  length  in 
pare  Latin  than  it  has  in  Scandina- 
vian. In  Danish  and  Swedish  the 
corresponding  forms  aa  and  Si  are 
either  long  or  short,  as  in  Worsaae 
or  Kactgy  Gas  or  P&sk,  In  each  the 
bng  has  the  aa  quality  of  the 
short. 

As    regards  the  description   in 
general  of  the  vowels  in  the  Sylla- 
hus,  we  are  half  in  the  hnmonr  of 
the  dull  cathedral- warden  of  Parma, 
who,  in  looking  up  at  Correggio*s 
angels  on  the  dome,  felt  reminded 
of  a  *  gnazzetto  di  rane.'     The  only 
English  sounds  allowed  to  be  more 
than  *  nearly '  connected  with  Latin 
come  from  '  father '  and  *  rule,'  both 
of  which  happen  to  be  exceptional 
with  ns.     K  so,  without  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  other  languages,  our 
Latin  reading  must  be  a  mockery. 
We  can   hardly    believe    this,   or 
imagine  that  the  use  of  the  tongue 
in  countries   so  close  and  closely 
connected  as  England  and  Italy,  is, 
or  ever  has  been,  so  different  that 
the  same  sounds  might  not  be  found 
in  each,  if  they  were  properly  ran- 
sacked.    It  is  all  very  well  to  talk 
about  the  want  of  *  single  sounds  to 
give  an  adequate  representation  of 
an  old  Latin  sound,'  but  who  is  to 
judge  whether  it  is  adequate  or  not  ? 
We  thought  it  was  understood  that 
all  the  *•  long '  vowels  may  be  illus- 
trated from  English  alone,  and  per- 
il^ in  the  short  ones  there  is  no 
divergence  worth  mentioning.    As 
the  Syllabus  puts  it,  we  get  fairly 
estranged    from,    our     old    Latin 
friends,  when  we  are  told    they 
are  to  be  'as  the  accentuated  Italian,' 
'as  the  unaccentuated  Italian,'  '  as 
the  Italian  closed,'  '  as  the  Italian 
open,'  'as  the  Italian  open  short- 
ened.'   We  feel  inclined  to  give  &  a 
hearty  cheer  for  discomfiiing  the 
professors.    After  successfully  find- 
ing it  out '  as  the  first  and  last  a  of 
amaia,*  they  pass  under  the  Gaudine 
Forks  of  confessing,  '  It  is  not  easy 
to  represent  this  sound  in  English : 
we  know  nothing  better  than  the 


first    a  in  away,  apart,  aha,^  and 
this  happens  to  be  no  vowel  at  all, 
but  a  sort  of  grunt,  of  which  more 
anon.     This  is  not  the  only  case 
showing  that  the  professors   seem 
to  think  a  vowel  is  something  like 
an  insect,  with   a  long  head,   an 
evanescent  tail,  and  nothingof  im- 
portance to  join  the  two.     We  put 
ourselves  tacitly  on  the  side  of  that 
unhappy '  English  and  English-Latin 
0,'  wluch  is  so  'very  peculiar,  in 
most  instances  hardly  an  o  at  all.' 
If  not,  what  in  the  whole  domain 
of  literature  is  it  like  ?      We  shall 
be  told,  perhaps,  that  it  is  borrowed 
from  au.     Well !  then  we  must  be 
told  further  what  is  the  sound  of  au, 
for  we  find  it  properly  is  '  nearly  as 
aw  in  English  power,*  and  we  can- 
not find  anything  like  ow  in  English 
'  com '  or  German  *  gold. '     So  far  it 
turns  out  that  instead  of  o  borrow- 
ing   from    au,  a   perverse  arguer 
might  say  that  au  itself  got  inta 
difficulties  and  became  indebted  to- 
o.     The  fact  is  that  in  o  the  pro- 
fessors seem  '  hoised  with  their  own 
petard  '  in  Italian,  and  to  have  fallen 
amongst  the  other  vowels  without 
lighting  on  their  legs.     It  so  hap- 
pens that  there  is  in  Italian  a  long 
quantity  of  o  in  '  gloria,*  which  has- 
much  ihe  same  au  quality  as  the 
short  quantity,  say  in  rosa.      But 
this  is  exceptional,  and  does  not  ap- 
ply to  e  or  the  other  vowels,  which 
do  not  furnish   'the  same  sound 
shortened,'  that  belongs  to  them 
when  long.     The  usage  in  Italian 
is  only  iSke  what  we  spoke  of  in 
Scandinavian,  where  aa  and  &  take 
the  same  au  quality  of  our  o,  whe- 
ther they  are  themselves  long  or- 
short.     It  will  no  more  do  to  apply 
the    terms  '  long '    or  '  short     to 
quality  of  sound  than  to  quality  of 
colour  or  savour.     It  tends  to  ob- 
scure the  important  fact,  that  the 
special  sound  of  a  vowel  is  only  in- 
ddentally  connected  wiili  its  length. 
Quantity  may     be  a  multiple    of 
quantity  as  representing  duration, 
but  quality  will  very  rarely  be  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


316 


A  Few  Words  on  Philology. 


[March 


multiple  of  quality  as  representing 
variety  of  sound.  Compared  with 
long  vowels,  short  ones  are  apt  to 
be  so  specific  as  to  deserve  being 
written  everywhere,  as  they  are  in 
some  languages,  by  a  peculiar  letter. 
The  Syllabus  would  lead  us  to 
infer,  that  a  bipartite  division  of 
vowels  is  sufficient;  in  fact,  one 
that  comes  round  to  the  regulation 

*  longs'  and  'shorts.'  Yet,  on 
looking  more  closely  into  the 
matter,  it  is  difficult  to  avoid 
seeing,  that  the  division,  to  be 
worth  anything,  must  be  at  least 
tripartite,  and,  to  be  complete,  must 
have  its  supplementary  divisions. 
The  first  division  naturally  consists 
of  those  with  long  quantity,  closed 
or  unclosed.  This  is  not  because 
they  are  the  most  original,  which  is 
more  than  doubtful,  but  because 
they  are  the  only  ones  which  can 
be  sounded  distinctly  alone.  The 
long  closed  vowel,  which  is  a  special 
favourite  with  the  professors,  can 
never  have  been  rigidly  the  same  as 
when  unclosed,  but  must  have  de- 
served to  be  classed  somewhat 
apart,  like  our  *  child '  and  '  kind  ' 
as  compared  with  'children'   and 

*  kindred.'  Probably  all  languages 
have  had  something  of  this  sort  in 
them,  connected  more  or  less  with 
some  peculiarity  in  the  liquids. 
The  second  division  of  vowels  takes 
in  those  that  are  closed  with  a  con- 
sonant, but  not  long  in  quantity. 
For  want  of  terms  to  express  varia- 
tion in  quality,  we  must  leave 
these  to  be  typified  by  the  words 

*  bad,'  *bed,'  *bid,'  'body,'  and  *  bud.' 
The  third  main  division  of  vowels 
is  about  as  extensive  as  the  other 
two  put  together,  that  is,  in  poly- 
syllables. Ranging  from  the  mere 
'  vincular '  up  to  quasi-closure, 
they  are  not  even  *  short,'  but  *  short- 
est,' and  take  after '  long '  or  *  short ' 
only  according  to  circumstances. 
A  large  part  of  the  work  is  taken 

'  off^  their  shoulders  by  what  we 
called  a  *  grunt'  in  the  words 
•apart,'  *away,'  *aha,'  butwhich  really 


is  the  nondescript,  inarticulate  sort 
of  sound,  which  is  heard  in  the 
French  Me,'  or  our  unemphatic 
*"  the.'  Of  course  if  e  and  i  run 
into  one  another  elsewhere,  they 
will  do  so  more  freely  still  when  at 
their  'shortest,'  though  always 
keeping  tolerably  clear  of  a,  o,  u. 
The  latter  before  c,  p,  ty  /,  and 
sibilants  often  become  confused, 
while  before  the  sonants  and  equi- 
valents to  sonants  they  retain  dis- 
tinctiveness. These  unaccented 
'shortest'  vowels  are  perhaps  the 
least  intrusive,  but  most  interesting 
of  vowels.  They  must  have  formed 
the  staple  of  pronunciation  amongst 
the  old  Phenicians,  who  wrote  no 
vowels  at  all,  and  astonish  us  b^ 
the  difficulty  of  showing  when  it 
was  that  they  even  used  any  long 
ones. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  open 
Italian  e  should  be  sounded  as  an 
alternative  for  oe  as  well  as  for  6m. 
This  looks  a  little  too  sweeping  as 
regards  the  '  open  '  Italian  e,  but  is 
a  pleasant  compromise,  sufficiently 
endorsed  by  general  usage  in  neo- 
Latin  countries.  Only  we  confess 
that  we  are  a  little  jealous  of  any- 
thing that  can  be  made  to  harmon- 
ise, more  closely  than  necessary, 
with  the  Sanskrit  guna  and  vriddhiy 
as  applied  to  the  case  by  the  Pfib- 
lie  School  Latin  Grammar,  We 
cannot  see  that  the  inference  from 
Latin  establishes  at  all  clearly  that 
the  second  vowel  of  its  digraphs  was 
the  chief  one,  as  seems  implied  (m 
the  Indian  sj^tem.  It  may  not  be 
quite  safe  to  suppose  that  the  in- 
scriptions were  watched  over  by 
those  who  felt  any  very  keen  in- 
terest in  diphthongs,  or  were  pledged 
to  rigid  rtues  in  writing  them.  In 
some  cases  a  single  letter  may  have 
preceded  the  diphthong,  in  others  the 
diphthong  itself  may  have  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  single  letter.  Such 
woi^s  as  ducere  sjid  judex  may  have 
had  a  different  early  history  firom 
that  of  U71U8  and  cura.  In  a  general 
way  it  may  be  thought  that  when  a 
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digraph  is  oommnted  into  one  of  its 
iim  Towels,  the  remaindeT  repre- 
sents what  was   b^ore  the   chief 
element  in  the  dign^h.   Now  there 
are  many  digraphs  so  oommnted  in 
classical  times  into  their  first  letter 
or  its  equivalent;     This  leaves  it 
open  for  ns  to  forget  Sanskrit^  and 
think  that  their  firat  or  specific  part 
ought  to  have  precedencoover  l^eir 
second  or  more  generic  part ^  how* 
ever  Httle  we  may  be  able  to  secure 
this  ia  our  own  days.     If  there  ever 
was  a  complete  theory  of  combina- 
tion in  Latin  diphl^ongs,  its  dis- 
covery would    amply  reward  our 
^todies,  bnt  is  hardly  to  be  expected. 
However  this  may  be,  we  think  that 
Mr.  Boby,  whose  attention  was  not 
Specially  directed  to  the  point  we 
-are  considering,  affords    evidence 
cuich  to  our  purpose.    He  shows 
tliat  while  eommutations  from  at 
are  fluetuating,  those  like  frmtra 
»e  hut  rare,  those  like  '  Gecilius ' 
vulgar,  and  those  like  '  prefectus ' 
post-classical.     The  many  instances 
given   by  him    indicate    that   the 
typical  form  loudos  is  more  than 
matched  by  those  like  loidos  as  the 
early  state  of  Uidos,    This  seems  to 
give  us  a  dispensation  from  laying 
orer-much  stress  on  the  plausible 
case  made  ont  for  the  second  vowel 
in  words    like   plus    from  jplous. 
Perhaps  digraphs  commute    more 
€a8ily  into  what  they  do  not  express, 
than  into  their  second  vowel,  which 
has  the  look  of  standing  like  the 
iota  subscript  in  Greek,  and  to  be 
abont  as  distinctive  as  it  is  in  the 
French  loi  and  roi,    Latin  has  its 
tttt  subsiding  into  a  in  loim,  as  into 
♦  in  reqtdroy  and  oe  into  u  in  punio 
Much  in  the  same  way,  our  Englisc, 
After  decomposing  the  Latin  otinra 
and  hx  into  eearu  and  leShtj  gave  us 
;dedrling,'  *  se<5c,' '  fe6V  and '  le<5ht ' 
itself,  for  ns  to  make  into  *  darling,* 
*8ick,'  *file,'  and  'light.'  If  Mr.Eoby 
tad  been  writing  a  Greek  instead 
<^  a  Latin  grammar,  he  might,  if 
*o  minded,   have    shown  many  a 
Chreek  digraph  passing  into  Latin 


by  its  first  letter,  as  in '  Hades,^  *  era* 
pula,'  *poeta,*  *levis,'  &c.,  and  many 
an  elimination  of  the  second  in  Greek: 
itself.  As  it  is,  if  in  Fourio  wo 
suppose  the  u  as  near  in  value  to 
0  as  e  to  t  in  onvneis,  the  verdict 
will  not  be  decisively  in  favour  of  a 
guna  or  vriddhi  in  the  case.  If 
plurals  like  aervei  be  thought  to  tell 
for  the  Indian  side,  we  have  only  to 
remember  the  inscriptional  '  ploi« 
rume,'  *  Maurte,'  *matre,*  *  Junone,'  ta 
get  a  notion  that  the  later  servi  may 
possibly  have  been  an  earlier  terve. 
Kothing  of  this  kind  need  set  na 
against  the  alternative  or  com- 
promise for  the  diphthongs  proposed; 
by  the  Syllabus.  They  are  after  all 
but  a  few  survivors  of  their  tribe, 
which  owe  their  prolonged  existence 
rather  to  the  inconvenience  they 
obviate,  than  the  good  qualities 
they  possess^  Ghreek  vfas  too  pro- 
fuse in  digraphs,  and  Latin  did  well 
to  thin  them  out.  Our  own  long 
vowels,  which  are  so  clearly  di- 
graphio  *  breakings,'  offer  their  mite 
of  help  to  their  Latin  fellows. 
Sound  the  last  letter  of  ai  or  oa^ 
and  you  simply  alter  the  whole  of 
a  or  0  as  an  equivalent. 

We  must  not  pass  over  what  the 
Syllabus  says  about  the  *  tyranny  of 
accent  over  quantity,'  because  it 
almost  amounts  to  defamation  of 
character,  and  brings  us  &ce  to 
febce  with  something  curious.  .  We 
half  fancy  we  have  prosody  made  a 
register  of  accent,  because  Qninti- 
lian  said  that  accemtus  and  prosodia 
were  the  same.  This  would  disturb 
our  notion  of  things.  As  we  have 
said  that  we  consider  the  ratio  of 
quantiiy  to  be  to  the  vowel,  so  we 
hold  that  of  accent  to  be  to  the  syl- 
lable, as  that  of  emphasis  is  to  the 
word  in  the  sentence.  Hence  in 
our  view  it  would  not  be  right  to 
speak  of  the  *  tyranny  of  accent 
over  quantity,'  because  that  is  not 
its  department,  but  the  *  syllable.' 
Accent  does  not  regard  *long'  or 
*  short '  vowels  as  such,  but  is  only 
concerned    abont  there    being   no 
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rival  accent  in  the  next  syllable,  in 
the  absence  of  which  it  will  nestle 
almost  anywhere.  It  is  owing  to 
the  *  syllable '  and  not  the  vowel, 
that  the  antepennlts  of  '  hominis ' 
and  '  lateris '  admit  of  accent,  or  of 
snoh  definite  pronnnciation  as  they 
have.  Their  first  vowels  are  clearly 
not  the  same  as  in  'homnncnlas' 
and  *  latercnlus.'  Putting  aside  the 
circumflex,  Greek  and  Latin  accents 
may  be  held  to  differ  &om  one  an- 
other, and  from  ours,  in  that  the  one 
seems  to  avoid,  and  the  other  to 
prefer,  that  penult,  to  which  we  are 
indiflferent.  Yet  they  both  virtually 
agjree  in  throwing  the  tonic  accent 
back,  and  in  precluding  it  from 
consecutive  syllables.  Hero  they 
fall  in  «with  our  own,  which  is  in 
polysyllables  alternate,  and  so  far 
probably  resembles  that  of  many 
other  languages,  which  are  sure  to 
find  the  undidatory  theory  of  vocal 
matters  work  best  in  practice.  It 
sounds  strange  to  us  to  hear  of  the 
*  tyranny  of  accent  over  quantity,' 
or  of  accent  having  any  power  of 
changing  anything.  One  speaker 
may  call  quantity  *  natural,'  another 
may  call  it  'structural;'  but  both 
ou^ht  to  agree  in  thinking  that 
it  is  more  a  question  in  metre 
than  in  accent.  Of  course  it  is  not 
meant  that  accent  fisills  indifferently 
upon  syllables,  but  that  there  is  a 
ready  way  of  preparing  any  syUable 
for  accent,  which  rwdly  obviates 
the  difficulty.  When  we  want,  on 
the  alternate  system,  to  accentuate 
a  very  short  vowel,  such  as  in 
'Italus,'  we  have  only  in  voice 
to  .geminate  the  consonant,  as  in 
*M(l)ian,'  or  'pit(t)y,'  and  the 
thing  is  done.  The  contrivance  is 
BO  simple,  so  useftd,  and  so  elastic, 
that  we  may  well  suppose  all  spoken 
languages  to  have  used  it.  If  the 
old  Boman  did  not  sometimes,  like 
ourselves,  turn  the  long  vowel  in 
'ca-ritas'  into  its  equivalent,  and 
say  car(r)ita8,  we  do  not  see  how 
he  could  help  preceding  us  in  saying 
*fer(r)itas'  instead  of  'feritas,'  if 


he  wanted  any  certain  way  of  ma- 
naging the  firist  vowel  at  all.  The 
beauty  of  gemination  is,  that  it 
vanishes  as  easily  as  it  comes  to  the 
rescue,  as  may  be  seen  in  our  *  com* 
em(m)orate.'  There  must  always 
have  been  syllables  of  inconvenient 
value,  requiring  some  device  to  get 
over  them,  and  none  more  conve- 
nient than  the  one  we  are  consi- 
dering. The  attitude  of  the  Syllabus 
towards  accent  seems  to  have  been 
taken  up  without  considering  that 
vowels  are  independent  of  accent, 
but  syllables  and  accent  closely 
connected. 

Our  idea  about  the  consonanta 
mentioned  in  the  Syllabus  is  that,  if 
we  were  to  follow  its  unyielding  rule 
of  'hardness,'  we  should  not  only 
get  as  far  as  continental  usage,  but 
go  clean  over  it,  and  be  out  in  the 
cold  as  before.  We  have  no  heart 
at  present  for  raking  up  the  mys- 
teries of  ffutturals  and  labio-dentals. 
Those  who  go  jBedrly  into  the  ques- 
tion will  find  that  they  have  more 
to  say  about  it  than  has  yet  been 
said.  We  regret  that  those  pro- 
fessors who  came  forward  so  gal- 
lantly in  defence  of  the  softness  of 
the  maligned  c  and  v  did  not  more 
persistently  stand  to  their  guns. 
The  impatient  outcry  against  the 
softness  or  sibilation  of  consonants 
should  be  considered  in  connection 
with  a  remark  of  Dr.  Schroder's, 
a  propos  of  Phenician,  that  sibi- 
lation is  a  mark  of  culture  in  lan- 
guages. Our  own  impression  is, 
that  th&  causes  which  have  pro- 
duced so  much  of  it  in  post-classical 
times  have  been  more  or  less  in 
operation  from  the  remotest  period. 
We  must  have  a  battue  some  day 
amongst  those  mutations  of  conso- 
nants which  accompany  the  progress 
of  words  from  one  set  of  speakers 
to  another.  It  may  have  a  certain 
bearing  upon  our  controversies,  if 
we  come  to  acknowledge  that,  in 
Semitic^  the  final  of  the  first  per- 
sonal pronoun  anoki  appears  as  the 
affix  of  the  first  person  of  the  verbal 
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hUdUi,  But  we  most  not  be  tempted 
into  the  snbject. 

One  wordmore  about  the  SjUabns, 
and  we  may  leave  its  theory  of 
*  reform.'  Onr  reflections  do  not 
empply  any  key  to  the  bearing  it  has 
upon  the  pronnnciation  of  Latin 
'before  the  time  of  Servins,'  that  we 
should  be  told  bow  *'  the  Italian  of 
hteratore  has  been  fixed  for  six  cen- 
times, and  mani£sstly  approximates 
to  the  Latin  of  the  seventh  or  eighth 
century.'  It  only  seems  to  show  that, 
if  *'  hai*dne88 '  of  consonant  is  the 
right  thing,  Italian  has  become  so  in- 
veterate in  its  soilness  that  it  must  go 
to  school  to  '  harden '  itself  as  much 
as  any  other  language.  Further,  we 
can  only  regard  it  as  a  sop  to  the 
luetic '  ph^osophers,  when  it  is 
said  that  '  the  writing  as  seen  in 
inscriptions  was  meant  to  represent 
exactly  the  sounding  of  words,  and 
that  a  difference  in  spelling  implied 
so  &r  a  difference  of  pronouncing.' 
It  is  hardly  probable  that  the  hum- 
blest stone-cutter  in  Rome  wished 
to  represent  words  more  inexactly 
than  the  cleverest  writers,  or  would 
forget  that  spelling  really  had  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  changes  in 
pronnnciation.  It  occurs  to  us  that, 
after  all,  the  real  attractiveness  of 
Italian  in  the  eyes  of  the  professors 
may  have  lain  outside  itself,  and 
rattier  in  the  direction  of  guna  and 
vriddhi  It  was  something  to  find 
a  language  which  seemed  to  decom- 
pose old  digraphs  into  that  second 
vowel,  which  a  reversal  of  the 
Sanskrit  process  would  leave  as 
the  original  one.  K  Italian  is  thus 
set  to  Indianise  Latin,  it  is  some 
comfort  to  find  reason  to  think, 
from  the  conmiutation  of  digraphs 
in  classical  times,  that  Latin  seems 
to  localise  itself. 

Our  readers  may  censure  us  for 
ingratitude  towards  those  who  have 
laboured  to  advance  *  the  improve- 
ment of  English  orthography' 
through  some  fresh  manipulation 
of  its  letters.  They  may  even 
charge  us  with  prying  too  curiously 


and  irreverently  for  spots  in  the 
philological  sun.  Let  them  suffer 
us  to  plead  in  extenuation,  that 
those  who  turn  such  telescopes  as 
they  have  upwards,  are  not  always 
supposed  to  be  obUvious  of  the 
genial  beams  of  the  great  luminary. 
The  spots  themselves  may  have 
some  wise  and  good  purpose,  which 
escapes  the  general  observer,  but 
works  in  a  chosen  sphere  of  ita 
own.  The  rising  generation  of  phi- 
lologists natnredly  wish  to  appro- 
priate the  labours  of  their  prede- 
cessors, with  the  view  of  adding  to 
them,  in  due  time,  something  of 
their  own.  We  fear  they  are 
doomed  to  many  a  gesture  of  be- 
wilderment before  they  settle  down 
on  the  path  to  lead  them  in&llibly 
onwards.  8uch  a  path  ought  by 
this  time  to  be  d^  and  unmis- 
takable. Everybodv  is  resonant 
with  delight  over  the  great  pro- 
gress in  philology,  though  few, 
perhaps,  make  up  their  minds 
whether  the  progress  is  that  of  the 
circus  or  of  the  railway.  We  our- 
selves used  to  think  that  if  we  did 
not  take  our  literature  back  with 
us  to  pre -historic  India,  we  might 
settle  matters  with  Semitic  monu- 
ments. But  in  an  unlucky  moment 
we  found  ourselves  reading  some 
very  pretty  words  on  the  *  Stratifi- 
cation of  language.'  Our  eyes 
began  to  dilate,  when  most  of  the 
pages  seemed  to  imply  that  we 
might,  after  all,  have  to  go  far  be- 
yond the  Bactrian  Caucasus,  away 
to  the  Ching-a-ring-a-ring-ting  of 
the  Celestial  Empire.  The  exhibi- 
tion of  literarv  elegance  in  books  on 
letters  is  rather  too  much  for  our 
taste,  and  makes  us  fear  for  its 
effect  on  our  buddine  scholars.  We 
feel  they  are  in  no  danger  of  mis- 
placed affection  when  they  turn  to 
a  volume  like  March's  AHglo-Saxon 
Orammar,  There  they  can  enter 
on  the  sensation  of  a  mixture  of 
Euclid,  algebra,  chemistry,  physio- 
logy, umlaut  and  ablaut,  with  very 
little  other  wise  to  bias  their  emotions. 
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They  will  abo  be  snfficientij  safe 
firom  dangerous  raptures  with  the 
Unglish  Accidence  of  Dr.  Morrisy 
whose  orderly  arraDgement  of  in- 
teresting  details  is  indeed  beyond 
all  praise,  but  who  wUl  only  be 
fascmating  when  dictionaries  be- 
come the  staple  sapply  of  light 
literature  in  lending  libraries.  Per- 
haps something  might  be  provided 
quite  as  good,  but  a  little  less  arid 
^an  what  comes  from  Messrs. 
-March  and  Morris,  also  a  little  less 
succulent  than  £Edls  from  some  TJni- 
versily  pens.  It  would  be  a  welcome 
task  to  read  what  should  not  hide 
the  sacred  grove  of  letters  by  the 
trees  of  eloquence,  but  just  give  its 
proper  charm  to  philology^  as  one 
of  the  most  absorbmg  of  all  possible 
studies.  Distractions  from  analogy 
and  imagery  should  hardly  be  al- 
lowed, in  days  when  glossology 
ddls  in  the  scalpel  of  anatomy,  and 
when  grammars  are  not  mere 
armouries  of  serviceable  rules,  but 
affect  to  compress  within  a  few 
pages  all  the  constructions  that 
ever  escaped  erasure,  and  to  find 
long  polysyllables  for  more  parts  of 
word-lore  than  ever  wont  to  make 
up  the  whole.  Lecdoons  have  grown 
isX  and  unwieldy,  classical,  anti- 
quarian, and  Biblical  dictionaries 
fill  up  whole  shelves  with  all  that 
oan  be,  and  much  that  had  better 
not  be  said,  and  from  those  who 
might  just  as  well  not  say  it.  We 
need  a  little  judicious  pioneering ; 
not  scratching  at  primitive  rocks 
with  a  pen-knife,  but  removing 
simpler  obstacles,  and  showing 
the  host  of  scholars  what  it  is  they 
may  fidrly  hope  to  reach. 

We  are  inclined  to  reserve  our 
heartiest  cheers  for  those  who  shall 
be  able  to  prove  honestly,  that  we 
are  not  bound  to  go  to  the  source 
of  the  Indus  for  the  earliest  known 
stage  of  the  language  in  our  com- 
mon books,  but  may  be  allowed  to 
rest  somewhere  in  the  direction  of 
Euphrates.  Of  course,  we  are  not 
wishing    to    put    the    philological 


dock  back  to  ^Hebrew roots.'  That 
would  be  funny  enough  in  many 
wi^  and  partially  so  in  figu;e  of  the 
new  work  of  M.  Leyza  on  the  sub- 
ject.    Moreover,  we  have  said  no- 
thing to  imply  any  special  love  for 
Boots  at  all,  or  to  fbrediadow  any 
regret,  if  they  were  sent   under- 
ground, and  there  bidden  to  bide 
their    misguiding   analogy.       The 
stones  from  Mesopotamia  as  gram- 
maticised  even  by  M.  Oppert — the 
Moabite  Stone  in  the  hands  of  M. 
Qanneau,  and  those  who  have  criti- 
cised him — ^the  sarcophagus   from 
Sidon  as  interpreted  by  Dietrich— 
the  Phenician  items  so  ably  illus- 
trated by  Dr.  Schroder — the  M6. 
langes  of  Comte  de  Vogue — aU 
this,  and  much  more  than  this,  sug- 
gests such  an  acooxmt  of  things 
ancient  in  literature,  that,  if  Bopp- 
ism     deserves    to    win    the    race 
against  it,  we  are  convinced  it  will 
only  be  by  a  neck  after  alL    Movers 
has  spoken  of  the  early  connection 
of  Ghreeoe  with  the  Levant  in  a  way 
that  needs  to  be  more  fuUy  under- 
stood, and  the  intercourse  of  Italy 
with  the  Carthaginian   coast   long 
before  the  Punic  wars  has  to  be 
taken  into  the  account.     Then  we 
may  come  to    feel  less  surprised 
over  the  fact  that  I^utus  ever  wrote 
the  PcBuulus  for  the  Roman  sta^. 
And  we  may  end  in  being  more  m- 
clined  to  trace  up  European  words 
to  the  same  Semitic  source,  from 
which  it  is  acknowledged  that  their 
written   characters  were  derived. 
As   for  the  Comparative  Gram- 
mars, we  may  well  hope  that  it  will 
not  be  the  worse  for  them  more 
than  for  some  sermons,  if  they  have 
to  accept  a  Senutic  text  instead  of 
the  Aryan  one  they  have  adopted. 
K  they  were  all  like  the  instalment 
with  which  M.   Baudry    has  fur- 
nished us,  we  might  soon  learn  to 
use  them  profitably,  without  preju- 
dice to  conclusions  which  do  not 
appear  broadly  on  their  pages.  His 
book  is  a  favourable  specimen  of  the 
application  of  patient  labour  and 
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lucid  arrangement  to  the  compara- 
tive  system,  and  perhaps  makes  the 
best  of  it  The  marvel  is,  that  so 
obserrant  and  impartial  a  writer 
ahoiild  not  have  been  led  to  sns^ 
pect,  that  there  mieht  be  some 
better  key  to  the  phenomena  he 
describes,  than  those  Sanskrit  roots, 
80  many  of  which  he  allows  to  be 
purely  imaginary.  He  lays  no 
stress  on  phonetic  laws  as  more 
than  the  '  constatisation  g^n^ralis^ 
desfaits,'  or  anything  beyond  the 
mere  quotient  of  general  usage. 
His  restrictions  or  the  £eunous 
*  Grimm's  Law  '  might  almost  in- 
duce unprejudiced  legislators  to  re- 
peal it  altogether,  fie  would  not 
We  written  about  vowels  in  posi- 
tiou  in  the  terms  of  the  SyUabus, 
or  have  thought  of  taxing  the  vary- 
iog  incidence  of  accent  m  different 
languages  with  anything  like  a 
'tyranny  over  quantity  *  in  any.  We 
baye  been  speaking  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  geminated  consonant, 
and  he  shows  that  it  has  no  place 
in  Sanskrit.  His  instances  reveal 
that  most  Greek  and  Latin  letters 
have  their  marks  of  independence 
about  them.  We  claim  him,  there- 
fore, as  a  friend  of  something  Com- 
parative, which  may  not  altogether 
correspond  with  the  theory  of 
language  he  himself  represents. 
A  book  is  promised  on  Etruscan  in- 


scriptions, which  may  be  full  of  in- 
terest, and  it  may  turn  out  that  we 
are  getting  into  a  very  fruitful 
course  of  enquiry  about  old  Cdtic. 
The  prospect  of  what  we  should 
welcome  does  not  now  seem  very 
remote ;  and  if  Semitic  remains  came 
to  be  regarded  apart  from  their  reli- 
gious purport,  we  should  at  once 
expect  more  philology  out  of  them. 
When  the  philologist  of  the  day 
comes  to  feel  a  museum  as  congenial 
a  place  of  labour  as  his  own  fire- 
side, he  wiU  deserve  congratulation 
on  many  accounts.  He  vnll  have 
really  enlarged  his  mind,  instead  of 
merely  multiplying  his  note-books. 
If  he  must  still  d^  with  mistakes, 
thej  will  be  such  as  can,  if  at  all, 
be  easily  detected,  whereas  the  mis- 
takes and  worse  of  copyists  for  the 
first  thousand  years  after  our  era, 
may  often  make  him  doubt  whether 
he  is  reading  an  author,  or  a  sort 
of  imago  of  a  book  after  an  author. 
He  vrill  feel  himself  strong  in  'read- 
ing '  instead  of  helpless  m  the  pre- 
sence of  '  readings,'  rich  in  associa- 
tions if  not  successful  in  competi- 
tion. We  have  seemed  perhaps  to 
speak  of  our  phOology  as  a  sort  of 
Prometheus  Yinctus,  and  will  bo 
consistent  enough  to  conclude  with 
the  lay  of  the  sad  but  hopeful 
Oceanid,  aiXcvov,  aWivov  *lirc,  to  ^* 

el  VIKCLTU,  M.  T. 
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•THE  COMING  TRANSIT  OF  VENUS, 
AND  BRITISH  PREPARATIONS  FOR  OBSERVING  IT. 

By  Richard  A.  Pbocttoe,  B.A.  (Cambridge), 

HoxroBABT  Sbgbetabt  or  thb  Botai.  Astsomomical  SoasTT. 

BY  far    tlie   most  important  of  the  solar  system  itself.     And  such 

all    the    phenomena     which  determination  of  the  scale  on  which 

astronomers  are  now  expecting,  is  our  system  is  constructed  affords 

the  transit  of  Venus,   which  will  the    only     means    we    possess    of 

take  place  on  December  8th,  1874.  measuring  the  yast  spaces  which 

Even  the  ecUpses  of  the  last  few  separate  us  from  the   fixed  stars, 

years,  though  they  have  attracted  So  that  the  observations  which  are 

so  much  attention,  and  have  been  to  be  made  in  December,  1874,  and 

observed  so  carefully,  have  in  reality  renewed    (but     under     somewhat 

been    regarded    as  altogether  less  different  conditions)  in  December, 

important  than  the  next  transit  of  1882,  bear  directly  on  the  funda- 

Venus.     Eclipses  are  almost  every-  mental  problem  of  astronomy,  so  far 

year  phenomena,   but    transits   of  as  astronomy  relates  to  the  deter- 

Venus     occur     only    at     average  mination    of    the    distances     and 

intervals  of  more  thaii  half  acentury.  magnitude  of  the  celestial  bodies.* 
The  last  took  place  in  1 769,  and  after        I  propose,  here,  after  enquiring 

the  transit  of  1882  none  will  occur  briefly  into  the  general  question  of 

till  2004.     Apart  from  this  circum-  the  determination  of  the  sun*s  dis- 

stance,  a  transit    of   Venus  is    of  tance,  to  describe  the  nature  of  the 

extreme  importance  in  the  science  opportunities  which  will  be  afforded 

of  astronomy.   It  admittedly  affords  during  the  transit  of  1874,  ^^^  ^ 

the    most    satisfactory    means    of  discuss  the  preparations  which  are 

determining  the  distance  of  the  sun ;  being  made  by  this  country  to  take 

in  other  words,  the  dimensions  of  her  part  in  the  work  of  observation. 


^  I  venture  to  quote  here  the  appeal  made  by  Hallej  (when  Astronomer  Royal) /(jr/jr- 
iive  years  before  the  transit  of  1 761,  the  earlier  of  the  pair  of  transits  then  looked 
forward  to.  It  will  show  that  in  dealing  with  a  transit  21  months  before  the  date  of 
its  occurrence,  I  am  not  looking  forward  so  inordinately  as  might  be  supposed  by  those 
unfamiliar  with  the  nature  of  these  enquiries.  I  should  remark,  however,  that  since 
Halley's  day  other  methods  for  determining  the  sun's  distance  have  been  devised  and 
employed.  Six  methods  are  described  in  my  treatise  on  the  *  San,'  and  a  seventh  has, 
wiUiin  the  last  few  months,  been  suggested  by  the  great  French  astronomer  Leverrier. 
Thus,  then,  wrote  Halley  in  17 16: — 'I  could  wish,  indeed,  that  observations  of  the 
transit  should  be  undertaken  by  many  persons  in  different  places  :  firsts  because  of  the 
greater  confidence  which  could  be  placed  in  well-according  observations ;  and  secondly, 
lest  a  single  observer  should,  by  the  intervention  of  clouds,  be  deprived  of  that  spectacle 
which,  so  far  as  I  know,  will  not  be  visible  again  to  the  men  of  this  and  the  next 
century,  and  on  which  depends  the  certain  and  sufficient  solution  of  a  most  noble  and 
otherwise  intractable  problem.  I  therefore  again  and  again  urge  upon  those  enquiring 
observers  of  the  celestial  bodies,  who,  when  I  have  departed  this  life,  will  be  reserved 
to  observe  these  things,  that»  mindful  of  my  counsel,  they  should  devote  themselves 
strenuously  and  with  all  their  energies  to  conduct  the  observation ;  I  desire  and  pray  that 
they  may  be  favoured  in  every  way,  and  especially  that  they  mav  not  be  deprived  of 
that  most  desirable  spectacle  by  the  inopportune  dlarkness  of  a  douded  sky ;  and  that 
finally  the  magnitudes  of  the  celestial  bocues,  forced  into  narrower  limits  (of  exactness), 
may,  as  it  were,  make  submission — to  the  glory  and  eternal  fame  of  those  observers.' 

These  hopes  were  not  fulfilled,  so  far  as  the  transit  of  1761  was  concerned ;  but  the 
transit  of  1769  was  observed  with  great  care  at  no  less  than  seventy-four  stations,  fifty 
of  which«  however,  were  in  Burope. 
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It  will  be  seen,  as  I  proceed,  that 
this  discassion  of  the  subject  does 
not  labour  under  the  fault  of  being 
premature.  On  the  contrary,  the 
time  is  now  at  hand  when  a  final 
decision  must  be  made  as  to  the 
course  which  this  country  is  to 
pursue ;  and  inasmuch  as  my  pur* 
pose  is  not  solely  to  describe  what 
is  being  done,  but  to  point  out  what 
(in  my  opinion)  should  be  done,  the 
present  is  the  proper  time  to  speak. 

A.  surveyor  who  wishes  to  deter- 
mine the  distance  of  an  inaccessible 
object,  measures  a  convenient  base- 
line and  observes  the  direction  of 
the  object  as  seen  from  either  end  of 
the  line.  He  thus  has  the  base  and 
the  two  base-angles  of  a  triangle ; 
and  the  simplest  geometrical  con- 
siderations teach  that  the  other  two 
sides  of  the  triangle  can  thence  be 
determined.  These  sides  are,  of 
course,  the  distances  of  the  inac- 
cessible object  from  the  two  ends  of 
the  base-line.  Now  this  is  the 
fimdamental  method  employed  by 
astronomers  to  determine  the  dis- 
tances of  the  celestial  bodies.  It  is 
appHed  directly  to  the  moon.  An 
observer  at  Greenwich  (let  us  say), 
notes  the  direction  of  the  moon  when 
at  her  highest  or  due  south  ;  another 
at  Cape  Town  (let  us  say),  does  the 
like ;  then  a  line  joining  Gh*eenwich 
and  Cape  Town  is  a  base-line  of 
knownlength,  and  the  two  directions 
give  the  beise-angles.  The  triangle 
is  a  very  long  one,  its  vertical  angle 
(that  is  the  angle  opposite  the  baise) 
being  one  of  about  a  degree  and  a 
hal^  or  about  the  angle  swept 
oat  by  the  hand  o'f  a  clock  or  watch, 
during  a  quarter  of  a  minute  ;  but 
such  a  triangle  is  quite  within  the 
methods  of  treatment  available  to 
astronomers. 

In  applying  this  method  to  the 
'HID,  a  serious  difficulty  comes  in. 
He  is  so  far  off  that,  instead  of  a 


triangle  with  a  respectable  vertical 
angle,  there  is  a  triangle  having  a 
vertical  angle  of  about  the  240th 
part  of  a  degree  (under  the  most 
favourable  conditions  which  can  be 
conveniently  obtained).  To  know 
how  small  such  an  angle  is,  let  the 
reader  note  the  minute  hand  of  a 
clock  or  watch,  and  observe  how 
little  it  shifts  around  its  centre  in  a 
single  second  of  time;  yet  this 
angular  shift  is  twenty-four  times 
as  great  as  that  we  have  mentioned. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  in 
all  such  cases,  the  question  is  not 
whether  the  astronomer  can  r^- 
cognise  such  and  such  an  effect, 
but  whether  he  can  measure  it 
It  is  not  the  whole  quantity 
about  which  astronomers  are 
troubled.  Unquestionably  .the  ob- 
server at  Greenwich  can  re- 
cognise the  depression  of  the  mid- 
day sun,*  due  to  the  fact  that 
Greenwich  lies  above  (or  north  of) 
the  earth's  centre.  For  this  depres- 
sion is  an  element  which  he  has  to 
take  into  account  in  his  observa- 
tions. The  corresponding  depres- 
sion, even  in  the  case  of  bodies  far 
more  distant  than  the  sun,  as  the 
planets  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  is  an- 
nounced systematically  in  our 
national  astronomical  alnumac. 
But  the  direct  measurement  of  the 
depression  is  altogether  out  of  the 
question. 

If  the  stars  which  really  bestrew 
the  heavens  beyond  the  sun  could  be 
seen,  the  case  would  be  different,  for 
they  would  serve  as  index  points,  by 
means  of  which  to  estimate  the  sun's 
displacement.  But  although  stars 
not  lying  near  the  sun's  place  on  the 
heavens  can  be  seen  by  day  with 
powerful  telescopes,  those  close 
around  him  are  quite  invisible.  This 
method  failing,  the  astronomer  has 
to  look  for  otiier  means  of  solving 
the  problem.     The  planet  Venus, 


'  Only  observations  of  the  midday  sun  would  avail,  becanse  the  ofily  iostniments 
Having  the  requisite  delicacy  of  adjustment  are  meridional.  There  is  an  instrument 
snitable  for  observing  the  moon  when  she  is  not  on  the  meridian  ;  but  it  is  quite  unfit 
tor  the  pnrpose  we  ore  considering. 
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wliicli  comes  at  times  mncli  nearer 
to  theearth  than  the  sani8,andm£ELct 
nearer  than  any  celestial  bodjexcept 
the  moon,  natm^y  claims  attention 
as  a  suitable  object  for  the  astro- 
nomer's purpose.  For  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  the  proportions  of 
the  solar  system  have  long  been 
accurately  determined  ;  so  tiiat  as 
soon  as  the  distance  of  any  one 
planet  is  ascertained,  the  scale  of  the 
whole  solar  system  becomes  also 
known. 

Venus,  however,  when  at  her 
nearest,  is  lost  in  the  sun's  light, 
and,  though  discernible  in  powerful 
telescopes,  is  quite  unsuitably  placed 
for  the  delicate  observations  which 
would  alone  avail  to  determine  ber 
distance. 

This  brings  us  at  once  to  the 
recognition  of  the  importance  of  a 
transit  of  Venus.  When  Venus 
passes  between  the  sun  and  earth, 
m  such  a  way  as  not  to  cross  the 
sun's  face, — ^that  is,  when  she 
passes  above  or  below  the  long  and 
almost  linear  portion  of  space  lyine 
actually  between  the  earUi  and 
sun, — she  cannot  be  well  observed ; 
but  when,  in  making  the  passa^, 
she  comes  so  close  to  the  line  join- 
ing  the  earth  and  sun  as  actually  to 
be  seen  on  the  sun's  £Etce,  she  can 
be  observed  to  great  advanti^e. 
For  she  is  then  seen  as  a  round 
black  spot  on  the  sun's  face ;  this 
face  is  thus  as  a  sort  of  dial-plate 
on  which  the  black  disc  of  Venus 
is  as  an  index.  The  sharply-de- 
fined edge  of  this  black  disc  pre- 
sents the  same  advantage  whicli  a 
neatly  cut  index  possesses,  enabling 
the  observer  to  measure  satis&c- 
torily  the  place  of  the  planet.  All 
the  circumstances  are  &vourable, 
except  two : — first,  the  index, — that 
is,  the  black  disc, — ^is  not  even  for 
an  instant  at  rest;  and  secondly, 
the  index-plate, — that  is,  the  sun's 
disc, — is  itself  displaced  by  any 
difference  in  the  position  of  the 
terrestrial  observers. 

Nothing  can  be  done  to  remedy 


the  latter  circumstance.  Its  effects 
are  easily  seen.  Suppose  an  ob- 
server at  some  northern  station  sees 
Venus  in  reality  depressed  l^  a 
third  of  a  minute  of  arc,  which  is 
about  the  hundredth  part  of  the 
sun's  apparent  diameter.  Then 
the  sun  being  fiurther  away  in  the 
proportion  of  about  lo  to  3,  is 
depressed  by  about  the  tenth  of  a 
minute.  Accordingly,  Venus  only 
seems  to  be  depressed  by  the  cUf- 
ferenee  of  these  amounts,  or  by  Httie 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  minute. 
Nevertheless  it  is  far  easier  to 
measure  this  reduced  displacement 
on  the  sun's  face,  than  to  measure 
the  larger  displacement  without 
his  £Etce  as  an  index-plate. 

The  other  circumstance  has  been 
dealt  with  in  two  ways. 

First,  in  accordance  with  a  sug- 
gestion of  Halley's,  instead  of 
attempting  to  measure  the  position 
of  Venus  on  the  sun's  fiiice,  the 
astronomer  may  simply  time  her  as 
she  crosses  that  &ce,  and  so  judge 
how  long  the  chord  is  which  she 
has  traversed.  This  shows  How 
nearly  the  chord  approaches  the 
sun's  centre,  and  thus  gives  a  de- 
termination as  satisfactory  as  an 
actual  measurement.  Of  course, 
there  are  many  details  to  be  taken 
into  account :  for  instance,  the  ap- 
parent path  of  Venus  is  not  a 
straight  line  in  realiiy,  because  the 
observer's  station  is  not  at  rest^ 
but  carried  round  the  axis  of  the 
rotating  earth.  But  the  mathe- 
matician finds  no  difficulty  in 
taking  such  considerations  fully 
into  account. 

Secondly,  Delisle  proposed  that 
astronomers  should  note  the  actual 
moment  (of  absolute,  not  local  time) 
when  Venus  seems  to  enter  or  leave 
the  sun's  face,  as  seen  from  different 
stations  on  the  earth.  It  will  be 
manifest,  on  a  moment's  considera- 
tion of  the  actual  circumstances  of 
the  case,  that  the  transit  will  not 
seem  to  begin  or  end  at  the  same 
instant,  as  seen  from  different  parts 
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of  the  earth.  There  k  the  great 
globe  of  the  stm  at  one  side,  and 
tiie  smaller  globe  of  the  earth  on 
the  other;  and  Venus  passes  be- 
tween. Now,  in  order  to  show 
more  clearly  what  mnst  happen,  let 
OS  take  an  iUostratiye  case  drawn 
from  an  event  which  in  a  few 
weeks  from  the  present  time  will 
interest  a  large  proportion  of  onr 
pcmnlation.  Suppose  that  on  one 
side  of  the  river  Thames  there  is  a 
kmg  building  whose  extremities  we 
call  A  and  B.  Suppose  that  just 
opposite  there  is  a  barge  whose 
corresponding  extremities  we  call 
a  and  h,  Now  suppose  the  winning 
boat  to  be  coming  along  so  as  to 
pass  between  the  house  and  the 
barge  (coming  first  between  the 
ends  A,  a).  And  for  simplicity  of . 
description  let  us  confine  our  re- 
marks to  the  little  flag  carried  at 
ihe  bow  of  the  boat.  It  is  manifest 
that  an  observer  at  a  will  see  the 
little  flag  cross  his  line  of  vision 
towards  A  befcnre  an  observer  at  h 
sees  i^e  like.  And  the  observer  at 
a  will  in  like  manner  see  the  light 
blue  flag  (I  beg  pardon,  I  should 
say  the  blue  fla^  simply)  crossing 
his  line  of  vision  towards  B  before 
an  observer  at  h  sees  the  like.  The 
flag  will  traverse  the  range  A  B  as 
seen  both  from  a  and  from  &,  but 
both  its  ingress  on  this  range  and 
its  egress  from  it  will  be  earlier  as 
seen  frt>m  a  than  as  seen  from  h. 
Now  our  earth  may  be  compared  to 
the  barge ;  the  sun  to  the  building 
A  B  ;  and  Venus  to  the  boat. 
There  is  one  spot  on  the  earth 
at  which  Venus  will  seem  to  enter 
earhest  on  the  sun's  fieu»,  and  an- 
olAier  spot  (on  the  opposite  side, 
just  as  &  is  &rthest  away  from  a) 
where  Venus  will  seem  to  enter 
latest ;  and  in  like  manner  there  is 
<me  spot  at  which  Venus  wiU  seem 
to  leave  the  sun's  face  earliest,  and 
another  (on  the  opposite  side)  at 
which  Venus  will  seem  to  leave  the 
son's  &ce  latest. 
And  as  our  illustarative  case  ex- 


plains the  nature  of  Delisle's  me- 
thod, so  also  it  illustrates  the  ror- 
tUmale  of  the  method.  Of  course, 
the  two  cases  are  not  exactly  simi- 
lar ;  but  they  are  sufficiently  so  to 
make  the  illustration  instructive. 
Suppose  that  the  length  of  the 
barge  a  6  is  known  (as  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  earth  are  known) ;  thus 
say  that  it  is  24  yards  in  length. 
Now  suppose  that  the  course  of 
the  boat  is  known  to  be  in  mid- 
stream, or  exactly  midway  between 
the  house  and  the  barge.  Then  a 
moment's  consideration  will  show 
that  the  boat  traverses  12  yards 
between  the  moments  when  the 
spectators  at  a  and  h  severally  see 
it  towards  A  Now  suppose  that 
the  observer  at  a  indicates  by  a  call 
or  other  signal  the  moment  when 
the  flag  is  thus  seen  by  him,  and 
that  the  observer  at  &,  provided 
with  a  stop-watch,  notes  that  two 
seconds  elapse  before  he  sees  the 
flag  towards  A.  This,  then,  is  the 
time  occupied  by  the  boat  in  tra- 
versing 12  yards;  so  that  she  is 
moving  at  the  rate  of  six  yards  per 
second.  Similar  remarks  apply  to 
the  apparent  transit  of  the  flag  past 
B  as  seen  from  a  and  h.  In  like 
manner,  the  astronomer  can  gather 
from  observations  by  Delisle's  me- 
thod the  rate  at  which  Venus  is 
moving  in  her  orbit, — ^that  is,  the 
exact  number  of  miles  over  which 
she  moves  per  minute.  So  that^ 
since  he  knows  exactly  how  long 
she  is  in  completing  the  circuit  dT 
her  orbit,  he  learns,  in  fact,  the 
exact  circumference  of  her  orbit  in 
miles,  whence  its  radius  (or  her 
distance  from  the  sun)  follows  at 
once* 

It  is  manifest  that  Delisle's  me- 
thod can  be  applied  with  equal  ad- 
vantage either  to  the  ingress  or  to 
the  egress  of  Venus.  The  com- 
parison of  two  observations — in  one 
of  which  her  ingress  happens  as 
early  as  possible,  while  in  the  other 
it  happens  as  late  as  possible— is 
quite   sufficient  to  determine  the 
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sun's  distance.  So  also  the  com- 
parison of  two  observations  of 
egress  (most  accelerated  and  most 
retarded)  is  separately  suflBcient  to 
determine  the  sun's  distance.  This 
is  an  important  advantage  of  the 
method.  Because  while,  as  in 
Halley's  method,  two  stations  are 
absolutely  necessary,  there  is  but  a 
single  observation  to  be  made  at 
each,  whereas  in  Halley's  the  be- 
ginning and  end  of  the  transit 
must  be  observed  at  both  stations. 
This  introduces  a  double  difficulty. 
For  first,  there  is  the  necessity  for 
a  longer  continuance  of  clear  sky, 
since  the  transit  may  last  several 
hours ;  and,  secondly,  there  is  the 
difficulty  of  securing  a  station 
where  tne  sun  is  well  placed  on  the 
sky,  both  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  transit.  It  will  not  suffice, 
in  applying  Halley's  method,  to 
have  the  sun  well  above  the  horizon 
at  the  moment  of  ingress  if  he  is 
low  down  at  the  moment  of  egress, 
or  to  have  the  sun  high  at  egress 
if  he  is  low  at  ingress.  Accord- 
ingly, the  condition  has  to  be 
secured  that  at  stations  where  the 
day  is  short  (that  is,  in  December, 
at  northerly  stations)  the  middle 
of  the  transit  shall  occur  nearly 
at  mid-day.  This  limits  the  choice 
for  northern  stations  considerably. 

On  the  other  hand,  Delisle's 
method  has  this  disadvantage,  that 
the  exact  moment  at  which  ingress 
or  egress  occurs  must  be  known. 
A  mistake,  even  of  a  second  or  two, 
would  be  of  serious  moment.  So 
that  the  clocks  made  use  of  at  each 
station  where  this  method  is  ap- 
plied, must  not  only  have  good 
ratesy  but  must  show  absolutely. true 
time  at  the  moment  of  the  observed 
phenomenon.  Moreover,  the  lati- 
tude and  longitude  of  the  place  of 
observation  must  be  known, — the 
latter  (the  only  difficult  point)  with 
especial  accuracy,  since  on  its  de- 
termination depends  the  change  of 
local  time  into  (say)  Greenwich 
time;    and  this  change    must   be 


accurately  effected  before  two  ob- 
servations  made  in  different  longi- 
tudes can  be  compared  as  respects 
the  absolute  time  of  their  occur- 
rence. On  the  contrary,  Halley's 
method,  while  only  requiring  a  rela- 
tively rough  determination  of  the 
longitude,  can  be  satis&ctorily  ap- 
plied when  the  clocks  employed  are 
simply  well  rated;  for  it  depends 
only  on  the  duration  of  the  transit 
as  seen  at  different  stations.  A 
clock  must  be  badly  rated  indeed — 
utterly  unfit,  in  fact,  for  any  as- 
tronomical use  whatever — ^which 
should  lose  a  single  second  in  four 
or  five  hours. 

But  the  most  important  point  to 
be  noticed  is,  that  both  methods 
ought  to  be  employed,  if  possible, 
apart  from  all  nice  considerations  of 
their  relative  value.  It  is  certain 
that  astronomers  will  place  much 
more  confidence  in  closely  concor- 
dant results  obtained  by  the  appli- 
cation of  these  two  methods,  differing 
wholly  as  they  do  in  minoiple,  than 
in  as  many  and  equally  concordant 
results  all  obtained  by  one  method. 
A  third  method  is  indeed  to  be  ap- 
plied,— ^viz.,  a  method  based  on  the 
ingenious  use  of  photography.  But 
as  yet  too  little  is  known  respecting 
the  chances  of  success  by  this  me- 
thod to  warrant  too  implicit  reli- 
ance upon  it. 

Let  us  enquire  what  preparations 
are  being  made  bv  astronomers, 
and  especially  by  the  astronomers 
of  England,  to  make  adequate  use 
of  the  opportunities  presented  by 
the  coming  transit. 

It  has  first,  imfortunately,  to  be 
noted,  that,  so  for  as  this  country  is 
concerned,  no  provision  wJicUever  has 
been  hitherto  made  for  the  employ- 
ment of  Halley's  method.  If  this 
resulted  from  the  simple  preference 
of  Delisle's  method,  thero  would 
be  little  to  say.  Most  assuredly, 
speaking  for  myself,  I  should  be 
very  loth  to  urge  the  advantages 
of  HaUey's  method,  if  I  found 
against  such  a  view  the  practical 
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erpen&noe  of  those  astronomers 
who  are  oootmuallj  testing  the 
YAlae  of  Tarions  methods  of  obser- 
vation. But  the  rejection  of  Hailej's 
method  for  the  transit  of  1874  was 
not  originally,  and  is  not  now,  based 
on  any  objection  to  the  principle  of 
the  method,  bnt  on  certain  niathe- 
matical  considerations,  whicb  ap- 
peared to  prove  that  the  method 
conld  not  be  advantageously  applied 
in  1874,  while  it  could  be  applied 
saccessfully  in  1882.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly reserved  for  the  latter 
transit,  and  all  the  stations  for  ob- 
serving the  transit  of  1874  were 
selected  with  special  reference  to 
the  method  of  Delisle. 

Now  it  happened  that  early  in 
1869  I  was  attracted  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  subject  of  the  coming 
transite,  by  the  circumstance  that 
the  investigation  applied  to  the 
matter  by  the  Astronomer  Boyal 
had  struck  me  as  imperfect  in 
method.  I  was  interested,  viewing 
the  matter  merely  as  a  mathe- 
matical problem,  to  enquire  what 
corrections  might  occur  if  all  the 
niceties  of  research  of  which  the 
({uestion  admitted  were  applied 
thronghon  t  tiie  investigation .  Work- 
ing with  this  sole  oQect  in  view, 
I  analysed  the  whole  matter  in  two 
independent  ways,  viz.,  first  as  a 
problem  of  calculation,  and  secondly 
as  a  geometrical  problem.  The  re- 
suhs,  perfectly  accordant,  differed 
so  remarkably  from  those  published 
bj  the  Astronomer  Boyal,  that  I 
was  constrained  (in  mere  fealty  to 
the  cause  of  science)  to  submit 
them  to  the  examination  of  the 
scientific  world. 

To  beffin  with :  Halley's  method, 
of  which  in  1856,  and  again  in 
1S64,  and  yet  again  in  1868,  the 
Astronomer  Boyal  had  said  that  it 
is  totally  inapplicable  in  1874, 
was  found  to  be  applicable  under 


circumstances  altogether  more  fa- 
vourable than  those  which  will 
exist  in  1882.  It  was  found  not 
only  to  be  applicable  with  advan- 
tage, but  even  more  advantageously 
than  Delisle's. 

On  this  point  all  doubts  shonld 
have  been  very  quickly  removed. 
For,  almost  simultaneously  with 
the  announcement  of  my  result, 
the  news  arrived  that  the  French 
astronomer  Puiseux  had  obtained 
almost  exactly  the  same  conclusion. 
The  sole  difference  between  his  re- 
sult and  mine  was,  that  he  simply 
announced  that  Halley's  method 
was  advantageously  applicable, 
whereas  I  showed  that  it  was  more 
advantageously  applicable  than  De- 
lisle's.  Even  this  difference,  how- 
ever, is  readily  accounted  for,  since, 
in  Puiseux's  investigation,  several 
of  the  niceties  to  which  I  had  at- 
tended had  been  neglected  as  unim- 
portant.' 

To  show  how  completely  the  ap- 
plication of  Halley's  method  has 
been  neglected  in  the  choice  of 
stations  for  English  observing  par- 
ties, let  the  following  considerations 
be  noticed : — 

At  northern  stations  Venus  will 
be  seen  lower  down  than  at  south- 
em  stations,  so  that  as  she  transits 
the  upper  part  of  the  sun's  disc, 
her  chord  of  transit  is  necessarily 
longer  at  northern  than  at  southern 
stations.  Now  Bussia  occupies  the 
best  northern  stations,  as  is  her 
due,  since  they  Mi  in  Bussian 
territory.  At  Nertchinsk,  near 
Lake  Baikal,  Bussia  will  have  an 
observing  party,  and  here  the  tran- 
sit will  last  longer  than  as  supposed 
to  be  seen  from  the  earth's  centre,  by 
fully  15^  minutes.  For  at  this 
place  the  transit  will  begin  nearly 
6  minutes  earZy,  and  end  nearly 
10  minutes  late.  Now,  if  we  had 
only  a  southern  station  where  the 


'  For  ezunple,  Paisenx  left  out  of  conBideration  the  dimensions  of  Venus^s  disc, 
regarding  her  transit  as  that  of  her  centre.  He  ■  omitted  also,  as  unimportant,  the  fact 
that  mean  time  and  apparent  time  are  not  coincident  on  December  8.  The  correction 
doe  to  this  cause  is  considerable. 
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transit  began  several  minntes  IcUe^ 
and  ended  several  minutes  earhj^ 
-we  should  have  a  transit  lasting 
for  a  shorter  time  than  as  seen 
^m  the  earth's  centre:  and 
then,  comparing  what  was  ob- 
served at  such  a  station  with 
what  was  observed  at  Nertchinsk, 
we  should  have  ECaUey's  method 
applied  under  efifective  and  favour- 
able conditions.  But  the  southern 
stations  to  which  England  sends 
observing  parties  are  Rodriguez 
and  Chatham  Island  ;*  and  at  the 
former  station  the  transit  begins 
late  and  ends  late,  while  at  the 
latter  it  begins  earl^  and  ends  earlj ; 
^60  that  at  neither  is  there  the  com- 
bination  of  a  late  beginning  and  an 
early  ending,  required  for  the  efifec- 
tive application  of  Halley's  method. 
Now  there  is  a  station — ^a  station 
which  this  country  ought  unques- 
tionably to  occupy — where  the 
transit  would  be  even  more  short- 
ened than  it  is  lengthened  at 
Nertchinsk.  This  station  is  an 
Antarctic  island  on  which  Sir  James 
Boss  landed  a  party  in  1846,  and 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Pos- 
session Island.  It  lies  due  south  of 
the  southernmost  extremity  of  New 
Zealand,  close  by  the  rugged  shore- 
line of  Victoria  Land,  and  within 
18  degrees  of  the  south  pole.  At 
this  station  the  transit  will  begin 
6  minutes  late  and  end  11^  minutes 
early,  or  be  shortened  altogether  no 
less  than  1 7^  minutes.  Adding  to 
this  the  lengthening  of  the  transit 
by  i5^niinutesatNertchinsk,  we  ob- 
tain a  difference  of  duration  of  fully 
33  minutes.  Nothing  like  this  differ- 
ence was  available  m  the  transit  of 
1769  ;  nothing  like  it  will  be  avail- 
able in  1882.  I  do  not  know  the 
circumstances  of  the  transits  of 
2004  and  2012,  but  it  is  altogether 
unlikely  that  the  opportunity  of 
applying  Halley's  method  will  be 


so  favourable  duiiag  either  of  these 
transits  as  in  1874.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  however,  it  is  absolutely  cer- 
tain that  no  opportunity  equal  to 
that  which  will  be  afforded  during 
the  transit  of  1874  will  recur  for 
one  hundred  and  thirty-two  years, 
nor  has  such  an  opportunity 
been  ever  before  offered  to  as- 
tronomers. Absolutely  the  best 
opportunity  of  applying  Halley's 
ingenious  method  which  has  ever 
been  afforded,  or  will  be  afforded 
for  more  than  a  century  and  a 
quarter,  is  available  to  astronomers 
during  the  approaching  transit.  The 
duty  of  seizing  this  opportunity 
belongs  assuredly  to  our  country, 
which  alone  has  colonial  posses- 
sions close  to  the  station  in  ques- 
tion, and  which  alone  also  has 
seamen  still  living  who  have  actually 
set  their  foot  on  Possession  Island. 

I  must  confess  that  when,  four 
years  ago,  I  indicated  this  oppor- 
tunity, I  thought  that  it  would 
have  been  seized  at  once.  I  thought 
that  reconnoitring  expeditions 
would  quickly  have  been  prepared, 
and  that  by  the  present  time  com- 
plete arrangements  would  have  been 
made  for  landing  an  observing 
party  on  Possession  Island  in  due 
season  for  the  required  observations. 
It  would  have  been  a  matter  of 
complete  indifference  to  me  whether 
this  had  been  done  with  or  without 
acknowledgment  of  the  source 
whence  the  suggestion  had  come. 
But  assuredly  I  hoped  that  some 
steps  would  be  taken  without  delay 
to  seize  an  opportunity  so  impor- 
tant, the  loss  of  which  could  not 
but  reflect  some  degree  of  discredit 
upon  the  science  of  this  country. 

For  up  to  that  very  time — the 
spring  of  1869 — ^the  importance  of 
an  Antarctic  expedition  for  observing 
the  transit  of  1882  by  Halley's 
method  had   been    insisted    upon 


*  There  has  been  a  change  as  to  the  station  selected  near  New  Zealand,  from  Auck- 
land, if  I  remember  rightly,  to  Chatham  Island.  The  change  is  in  accordance  with  my 
own  suggestions,  so  far  as  the  application  of  Delisle*s  method  is  concerned. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tan) 


The  Oemmg  Transit  of  Venus, 


S2» 


orer  and  over  again  by  leading 
astronomidd  and  geograpliioal  an-* 
thorities.  Nay,  tlas  very  station, 
Possessioii  Islajid,  had  been  selected 
as  tbe  most  suitable.  The  feasibility 
of  readung  it  and  landing  on  it  had 
been  insisted  upon.  The  superior 
meteorological  chances  presented  by 
the  station,  as  compared  with  other 
southern  stations,  had  been  dwelt 
on  strongly.  Eveiything  promised 
that  before  long  an  Antarctic  recon- 
noitring expedition  would  set  fori^ 
to  prepare  the  way.  It  was  in*  the 
full  height  of  these  anticipatory 
enquiries  that  I  pointed  out  the  in- 
expediency of  any  attempts  to  apply 
HaUey's  method  at  an  Antarctic 
station  in  1882,  dwelling  earnestly 
on  the  fact  that  when  the  transit 
began  afc  Possession  Island,  in  1 882, 
th«  sun  would  be  barely  five  degrees 
above  the  horizon,  an  elevation 
utterly  unfit  for  exact  observations. 
Upon  this  all  the  plans  for  an  Ant- 
arctic expedition  in  1882  were  aban- 
doned. But  although  this  was  as 
it  should  be  (for  the  lives  of  our 
seamen  are  not  to  be  endangered 
without  .the  prospect  of  valuable 
results),  there  was  no  necessity  for 
abandoning  all  ideas  of  an  Ant- 
arctic expedition.  The  schemes  set 
afoot  for  observing  the  transit  of 
1882  should  simply  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  transit- of  1874.  Not 
a  single  argument  which  had  been 
urged  in  their  favour  was  wanting 
in  the  case  of  the  latter  transit. 
The  main  argument  was  greatly 
strengthened ;  for  the  difference  of 
duration  in  1882  would  only  be 
twenty-four  minutes,  if  Possession 
Isltod  were  the  selected  station; 
whereas  we  have  seen  that  in  1874, 
the  corresponding  difference  will  be 
folly  thirty-three  minutes.  And 
the  &tal  ol^ection  to  Possession 
bland  as  a  station  in  1882,  has  no 
existence  in  the  case  of  the  transit  of 
1874.  Instead  of  the  ntterly  insuffi- 
cient solar  elevation  of  five  degrees 
just  mentioned,  tbeire  will  be,  in 
1^74,  a  solar  elevation  of   thirty* 


eight  and  a  half  degrees  when  the 
transit  begins,  and  of  twenly-fiv^ 
degrees  when  the  transit  ends. 
And  necessarily  all  the  considera-' 
tions  which  had  been  urged  as  to 
the  importance  of  Antarctic  expedi* 
tions,  per  se,  and  especiallv  of  the 
interest  which  would  attacn  to  iSie 
experienoea  of  a  wintering  party 
near  the  south  pole  of  the  eartii^ 
remain  unchanged. 

While  there  is  still  a  possibility 
of  retrieving  matters,  I  would 
earnestly  appeal  to  all  who  can 
assist  in  bringmg  about  such  a  result 
to  spare  no  pains  in  the  endeavour. 
I  brieve  the  scientific  credit  of  this 
oountiy  to  be  seriously  impenlled. 
Hereafter  the  very  arguments  used 
in  &vour  of  the  now  abandoned 
scheme  for  observing  the  transit  of 
1882  &om  Possession  Island,  will, 
be  urged, — even  as  now  (for  a  better 
purpose)  I  am  urging  them, — ^to 
show  that  the  importance  of  such  ob- 
servations (if  feasible)  had  not  been 
overlooked.  It  has  been  shown, 
and  is  now  admitted,  that  they  are 
feasible  in  1874.  What,  then,  I 
ask,  will  be  thought  of  this  country 
if  the  task  which  is  her  duty  shaU 
be  neglected  ?  It  was  sufficiently 
unfortunate  that  the  opportunity 
had  been  so  long  overlooked.  But 
it  will  be  nothing  less  than  a  na- 
tional calamit)^,  if,  havingbeen  recog- 
nised in  ample  time  to  be  employed, 
that  opportunity  be  altogether 
neglected. 

Now^  after  four  years'  delay,  time 
runs  short  indeed.  It  is  essential 
that  any  party  intended  to  observe 
the  transit,  should  be  landed  before 
the  Antarctic  6ummer  of  1873-4 
draws  near  its  end — certainly  before 
the  middle  of  February  1874.  There 
•may  not  be  time  for  sending  a  suit* 
ably  provided  expedition  from  Eng- 
land. On  this  point  it  is  for  others 
to  speak.  I  should  say,  however, 
that  unquestionably  there  is  time 
for  sending  an  exp^tion  from  Tas- 
mania or  New  Zealand.  It  was  in 
fact  proposed  in  1868  by  Captain 
A  A  2 
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Bichards  (Hydrographer  to  the 
Admirally)  that  New  Zealand 
shonld  be  made  the  head-quarters 
of  the  ei^pedition  then  being  planned 
for  observing  the  transit  of  1882 
from  Possession  Island.  One  can 
see  no  reason  why  this  plan  shonld 
not  now  be  resumed  for  secoring 
the  more  yaluable  observations 
which  can  be  made  daring  the 
transit  of  1874. 

If  we  enquire  what  has  been  done 
towards  preparing  for  observations 
bjDelisle's  method,  we  shall  see  that 
hy  a  very  slight  modification  of  the 
Government  arrangenaents,  Posses- 
sion Island  might  be  taken  as  a 
station  without  anygreat  additional 
expense. 

The  transit  begins  earliest  at  a 
place  in  north  latitude  39**  45', 
and  west  longitude,  143°  23'.  Wo- 
ahoo  has  been  selected  as  a  suit- 
able station  near  this  spot ;  and  in 
fact  the  transit  begins  more  than 
II  minutes  early  at  Woahoo,  while 
the  sun  has  an  elevation  at  the 
time  of  about  20  degrees.  Nothing 
could  be  more  suitable  than  the 
station  selected  by  England  in  this 
neighbourhood.  France  takes  the 
Marquesas,  while  Russia  has  a  sta- 
tion near  the  mouth  of  the  An^oor 
River. 

The  transit  begins  latest  at  a  place 
in  44^  27'  south  latitude,  and  20^  27' 
east  longitude.  The  best  station 
hereabouts  is  Crozet  Island,  so  far 
as  astronomical  conditions  are  con- 
cerned; but  bad  weather  very  com- 
monly prevails  here.  Germany  will 
send  an  observing  party  to  Ker- 
guelen's  Land.  England  will  oc- 
cupy the  Mauritius  and  Rodri- 
guez Island,  which  are  not  so 
well  placed;  since  the  transit  be- 
gins 12^  minutes  late  at  Crozet, 
iii  minutes  late  at  Kerguelen,  only 
lojf  minutes  late  at  Mauritius,  and 
only  10  minutes  late  at  Rodriguez. 
The  party  at  Mauritius  will  be  that 
which  Lord  Lindsay  is  preparing  at 
his  own  expense;  and  it  will  be 
amply  provided  with  all    that  is 


required  for  the  purposes  of  exact 
observation.  Why  should  not  ihe 
Government  expedition  to  Rodri- 
guez be  given  up  ?  Its  cost  wiD 
certainly  not  be  weU  repaid,  since 
the  circumstances  of  the  tran- 
sit at  Mauritius  and  Rodrigaez 
are  almost  identical;  and  if  the 
money  thus  saved  were  devoted 
to  an  expedition  to  Possession  Is- 
land, a  good  step  would  have  been, 
made  towards  providing  for  the  cost 
of  such  an  expedition. 

The  transit  will  end  earliest  at  a 
place  in  south  latitude  64^  47',  and 
west  longitude  114**  37'.  The  best 
station  in  this  neighbourhood  is- 
that  very  place,  Possession  Island, 
which  affords  the  most  jfavourable^ 
opportunity  for  applying  Halley'a 
method.  For  at  Possession  Ishmd 
the  transit  will  end  11^  minutes^ 
early.  Next  in  vflJue  come  several 
islands  between  New  Zealand  and 
Victoria  Land.  It  was  originally 
proposed  to  have  an  English  ob- 
serving party  at  Auckland  or  Wel- 
lington, New  Zealand;  but  I  believe 
the  station  at  present  selected  is 
Chatham  Island,  where  the  transit 
will  end  nearly  10  minutes  early.  In 
any  case,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  most 
unfortunate,  that  when  Possession 
Island  affords  the  best  station  for 
the  application  of  Delisle's  method 
as  well  as  Halley's,  a  station  inferior 
in  both  respects  should  be  selected* 
Here  again  expense  might  be  saved 
which  would  go  fitr  towards  the 
preparation  of  an  expedition  (from 
New  Zealand,  if  need  be)  to  winter 
in  Possession  Island. 

Lastly,  the  transit  will  end  laiesi 
at  a  place  in  north  latitude  62^  5', 
and  east  longitude  48^  22'.  Here 
the  Russians  are  in  great  force,  as 
Orsk,  Omsk,  Tobolsk,  and  other 
Russian  towns  are  very  suitably 
placed.  The  selected  station  for  an 
English  observing  party  is  Alexan- 
dria, where  the  teinsit  begins  late 
by  about  10  minutes.  The  sun  will 
only  be  about  14  degrees  high  at  the 
time,  and  a  greater  elevation  would 
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be  preferable.  Amoogst  tbe  mis* 
takes  pointed  out  bj  me  in  1869 
was  the  complete  omission  of  all 
notice  of  stations  admirably  placed 
in  Northern  India  for  observing  the 
retarded  end  of  the  transit.  Thns 
at  Peshawar  the  transit  will  begin 
lo^minntes  late,  the  sun  havme 
an  elevation  of  31^  degrees,  n 
Peshawnr  be  not  conveniently  ac- 
cessible, then  Delhi  and  the  conntnr 
around  wonld  serve  nearly  as  well 
astronomically.  I  supposed,  until 
quite  recently,  that  this  suggestion, 
like  the  more  important  one  relating 
to  Possession  Island,  would  receive 
no  attention.  But  I  was  gratified 
a  few  weeks  ago,  by  hearing  from 
the  Astronomer  Boyal  that  my  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  had  induced 
him  to  urge  that  a  station  should  be 
selected  'somewhere  in  the  north 
of  India.'  I  may  be  permitted  to 
tidd  (since  I  do  so  from  no  feeling 
of  personal  gratification,  but  to  give 
a  weight  to  my  present  ar^piments, 
which  otherwise  they  might  not 
possess)  that  in  the  same  letter  the 


Astronomer  Boyal  described  my 
researches  on  the  transit  of  Venus 
as  *  probably  the  best '  of  all  '  con« 
tributions  from  Englishmen  and 
foreigners.'  Apart  therefore  from 
the  circumstance  that  though  many 
have  discussed  my  researches  not 
one  astronomer  has  questioned  the 
accuracy  of  my  chief  conclusions,  I 
have  now  the  recognition — ^tardy 
indeed,  but  not  the  less  sufficient— 
of  the  astronomer  whose  work  I 
criticised.  If  I  nse  this  as  a 
lever  to  advance  my  pres^it  argu- 
ment, it  is  because  I  feel  that  the 
scientific  credit  of  this  coxmtiy  is 
likely  to  be  a£Eected  if  England  does 
not  discharge  her  duty  in  this 
matter.  I  am  satisfied,  moreover^ 
that  whereas  the  reputation  of  the 
eminent  man  of  science  who  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  astronomy  of 
this  country  wiU  in  no  degree  be 
affected  if  the  proposed  expedition 
be  imdertaken  somewhat  later  than 
was  desirable,  it  will  suffer  seriously 
hereafter  if  that  expedition  should 
not  be  undertaken  at  all. 
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TirB.  SAMUEL  PLIMSOLL,  M.P. 
JlL  for  Derby,  has  produced  a 
very  remarkable  book  under  this 
title.  It  is  not  remarkable  as  a 
literary  production,  having  no  gpraces 
of  style  or  arrangement^  and  being 
indeed,  at  first  look,  somewhat  nn- 
conth.  But  the  reader  (if  he  can  get 
through  it,  which  ftom  the  disjointed 
manner  of  presentment  is  perhaps 
not  an  easy  task)  finds  himself 
gradually  put  in  possession  of  a 
number  of  fia.cts  so  interesting,  so 
important,  and  many  of  them  so 
pathetic,  that  he  wUl  most  likely 
.forget  the  form  for  sake  of  the  sub- 
stance of  this  appeal.  The  form,  too, 
odd  as  it  is  in  some  particulars,  tends 
at  last  to  deepen  the  general  impres- 
sion-of  trustworthiness.  Mr.  Plim- 
soll  modestly  tells  us  he  does  not 
know  how  to  write  a  book  and  could 
not  succeed  if  he  tried,  and  he  takes 
the  method  of  supposing  himself  to 
'  be  addressing  an  individual  sitting 
by  his  side,  and  saying  all  he 
can  think  of  to  induce  his  hearer  to 
aid  in  remedying  a  great  evil.  *  If 
he  were  so  sitting,  there  are  sundry 
papers  I  should  like  to  show  him 
in  confirmation  of  my  statements  and 
opinions,  so  that  he  might  know 
for  himself  how  absolutely  true 
they  are ; '  and  so  Mr.  Plimsoll  has 
put  these  papers  in  evidence  by 
having  them  not  printed  but  photo- 
graphed, and  stitched  into  his 
volume,  which  may  be  described  as 
a  sort  of  private  Blue-book.  He 
gives  you  feussimiles  in  heliotype  of 
a  couple  of  pages  of  Lloyd's  List 
of  Shipping,  of  part  of  an  under- 
writer's engagement-book,  of  po- 
licies of  marine  insurance,  and 
various  other  documents  referred 
to.  Believing  his  cause  to  be  en- 
tirely right  and  just,  we  shall  try 
to  summarise  his  statements  in  a 
succinct  and  accurate  manner,  so  as 
to  enable  readers  to  grasp  them 
without  trouble. 


The  object  of  this  book  is  to  show 
that  of  tike  thousands  of  lives  lost 
annually  by  shipwreck  (we  have 
not  succeeded  in  finding  any  official 
statement  of  the  total  number),  the 
far  greater  part  are  lost  from  causes 
which  are  eaEoly  preventible  causes^ 
causes  that  "would  not  exist  if 
the  same  care  were  taken  of  our  sail- 
ors by  the  law  as  is  taken  pf  the  rest 
,  of  our  fellow-subjects.  A  great  num- 
ber of  ships  are  regularly  sent  to 
sea  in  such  rotten  and  otherwise  ill- 
provided  state  that  they  can  only 
reach  their  destination  in  fine  wea- 
ther, and  a  large  number  are  so 
overloaded  that  for  them  also  it  is 
nearly  impossible  to  reach  their  des- 
tination if  the  voyage  is  at  all  rough. 
From  these  two  causes  alone,  Mr. 
Plimsoll  assures  us,  more  than  a 
full  half  of  our  losses  arise. 

The  number  of  English  vessels 
wrecked  or  damaged  within  ten 
miles  of  the  shores  of  the  United 
Kingdom  alone  is  about  2,000 
annually,  and  of  these  about 
one  half  are  colliers.  Many  or 
most  of  these  are  sent  on  their 
voyages  notoriously  ill-found  and 
unrepaired,  and  even  in  a  moderate 
gale  it  becomes  a  certainty  that 
numbers  of  them  will  be  destroyed. 
There  is  at  present  no  power  in 
existence  to  prevent  a  man  fix)m 
sending  to  sea  any  ship  (not  carry- 
ing passengers),  however  old,  how- 
ever out  of  repair,  however  ill-found, 
under-manned,  or  over-loaded.  He 
can,  if  he  pleases,  have  his  ship 
examined  by  Lloyd's  surveyor,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  '  classed ;'  but 
precisely  in  the  case  of  the  worst 
and  oldest  ships  this  is  not  done, 
and  they  remain  '  unclassed,'  and 
entirely  unchecked. 

Now  comes  in  the  question  of 
Insurance,  on  account  of  which 
Lloyd's  classification  is  made. 

*  Perhaps  you  may  say  (as  many 
besides  have  said),  "But  are  not 
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nearly  all  these  ships  and  their 
cargoes  too,  insured  P  and  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  Insurance 
Companies"  (if  you  lived  in  a 
seaport,  you  would  probably  say 
"underwriters,"  but  the  general 
notion  is  as  you  put  it) — **  is  it  to 
be  supposed  that  the  Insurance 
people  would  not  see  to  it,  if  they 
were  thus  plundered  ;  and  may  we 
not  safely  rely  upon  their  self-in- 
terest to  rectify  any  wrong-doing 
in  this  respect  ? 

'  Nor  would  you  be  alone  in  think- 
ing something  like  this,  for  a  gentle- 
man high  in  office  and  in  influence 
at  the  Board  of  Trade  is  reported, 
in  the  Journal  of  the  Society  of  ArtSy 
to  have  said  in  one  of  their  meet- 
ings, "Let  ships  be  lost,  and  let 
cai^oes  be  lost,  so  long  as  under- 
writers are  too  sordid  or  too  lazy 
to  reftise  payment  of  doubtful  and 
fiaudulent  cases." 

'  Now  as  this  gentleman,  had  he 
been  better  informed,  could  long 
ago  have  influenced  his  chiefs  to 
have  legislated  effectively  in  remedy 
of  the  existing  state  of  things,  and 
as  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear 
that  a  similar  feeling  has  possessed 
ike  public,  with  the  effect  of  stifling 
any  reviving  sense  of  duty  in  the 
matter,  you  will  agree  with  me  that 
it  is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to 
spare  no  pains  (if  it  is  a  mistake) 
to  s^ow  how  it  is  so.  The  idea  is, 
that  if  a  ship  has  been  culpably 
and  shamefully  overloaded,  or  if  a 
ship  utterly  unfit  to  go  to  sea  has 
been  sent  out  to  sea  msured  for  as 
much  money  as  would  build  a  new 
one,  and  so  bring  a  positive  gain  to 
her  owner  by  her  being  wrecked, 
that  the  Insurance  people  ought  to 
prove  this,  and,  if  tliey  did  not 
Diing  the  guilty  to  punishment,  at 
least  prevent  them  from  making  a 
profit  by  their  wrong-doing.' 

But  this  idea  is  utterly  erro- 
Tieous. 

The  underwriters  cannot  move  in 
the  matter — first,  hecause  the  loss  to 
each  individuaZ  tmdenonter  is  too 


small  to  fiiake  it  worth  his  time  and 
trouble.  The  popular  inland  idea  of 
insurance  is,  that  of  an  individual 
insuring  himself  against  loss  by  in- 
suring his  house,  warehouse,  or 
factory  from  fire  with  an  insurance 
company  :  in  the  event  ol  the  pro- 
perty being  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
company  have  to  pay  to  him  the 
amount  insured  by  them.  They 
are  strong  enough  to  protect  them- 
selves, if  the  insurer  has  violated 
the  terms  of  his  policy  by  carelessly 
exposing  the  property  to  unfair  risk 
of  fire,  or  in  the  rare  case  of  his 
having  purposely  fired  it ;  but  the 
circumstances  are  entirely  different 
in  insuring  a  ship  or  a  cargo.  In 
the  latter  case,  the  owner  of  a  ship 
or  freight  who  wishes  to  insure 
applies  to  an  insurance  broker, 
who  has  himself  first  or  last,  no 
interest  in  the  details  of  the  trans- 
action, with  whom  terms  are  ar- 
ranged, but  only  provisionally.  The 
broker  informs  him  on  what  terms 
of  premium  the  underwriters  are 
likeJy  to  take  the  risk.  K  they 
agree  as  to  what  terms  will  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  owner  or  freighter,  in 
the  event  of  the  broker  succeeding 
in  placing  the  risk  on  those  terms, 
the  broker  then  writes  out  a  slip 
and  sends  a  clerk  with  it  into 
Lloyd's  underwriters'  department. 
This  is  a  large  suite  of  rooms,  down 
each  of  which  run  four  rows  of  tables 
like  those  in  an  old-fashioned  hotel 
coffee-room, — one  row  against  each 
wall,  and  a  double  row  down  the 
middle;  thus  two  side  aisles  give 
access,  right  and  left,  to  two  rows 
of  tables.  Each  table  is  fenced  off 
from  its  neighbour  by  a  partition 
about  five  feet  high,  so  as  to  secure 
a  certain  degree  of  privacy,  and 
each  table  accommodates  four  gen- 
tlemen. To  enable  a  gentleman  or 
firm  to  engage  in  the  business  of  an 
underwriter,  he  must  satisfy  the 
committee  which  manages  the  room 
(usually  by  a  considerable  deposit, 
formerly  io,oooZi,  now,  I  believe, 
S,oooZ.)  that  he  is  a  person  of  ade- 
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Saate  means  to  incur  the  risks  of 
iie  business. 

Let  us  say  that  the  person  apply- 
ing to  the  broker  wishes  to  insure 
the  steam  ship  Sunshine  for5,5ooZ. 
for  a  voyage  &om  the  Clyde  to  Hong- 
Kong,  and  he  and  the  finn  of  brokers 
consider  that  yo^.periooZ.  is  an  ade- 
quate premium  for  the  risk.  These 
particulars,  with  date  of  the  trans- 
action and  name  of  the  firm,  are 
noted  on  a  slip  of  paper,  which  is  ta- 
ken into  the  room  as  aforesaid,  by  one 
of  his  clerks.  The  clerk  goes  from 
table  to  table,  and  submits  his  slip 
to  first  one,  then  another ;  some  de- 
cline it,  others  append  their  initials 
as  accepting,  and  write  also,  or  the 
clerk  does,  the  amounts  which  they 
are  willing  to  insure.  The  broker 
himself  insures  nothing,  his  profit 
consists  in  deducting  from  the 
premium  which  he  receives  from 
the  ship-owner  or  fireighter,  to  hand 
ov^r  in  their  several  proportions  to 
the  underwriters,  a  certain  com- 
mission. The  particulars  of  the  slip 
are  then  formally  set  forth  in  a 
policy  of  insurance,  and  each  of  the 
persons  who  have  agreed  to  insure 
then  formally  subscribes  or  under' 
unites  the  body  of  the  policy 
(hence  the  term  *  underwriters '), 
and  receives  from  the  broker  3^ 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  he  had 
'  thus  guaranteed  to  the  owners  of 
the  ship  in  the  event  of  her  being 
lost. 

In  case  of  loss,  the  broker 
applies  to  each  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  signed  the  policy  for 
the  respective  sums  they  have 
guaranteed,  and  the  transaction  is 
completed,  or  the  transaction  is 
also  completed  by  the  safe  arrival 
at  Hong-^ong  of  the  ship. 

When  we  consider  that  the  maxi- 
mum loss  to  each  person  in  this 
case  is  only  150Z.,  and  consider  the 
expense  and  worry  of  an  investi- 
gation and  trial  in  case  of  fraudu- 
lent carelessness,  we  will  see  that 
it  is  vain  to  expect  any  one  of  them 
to  move  alone,  and  a   considera- 


tion of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
combined  action  even  amongst  rail* 
way  or  bank  shareholders  to  investi- 
gate and  punish  wrong-doing  by 
directors  shows  that  little  is  to  be 
expected  from  combined  action. 

*  But  you  may  say,  so  &r  as  un- 
seaworthiness at  least  is  concerned, 
enquiry  previous  to  the  insuring 
would  reveal  that:  why  don't  the 
underwriters  make  this  enquiry  ? — 
also,  why  don't  they  investigate  the 
character  of  the  proposed  insurer  ? 
The  answer  is,  the  risk  must  be 
accepted  or  declined  on  the  instant; 
and  even  if  tiiis  were  not  so,  the 
number  of  risks  dealt  with  daily  by 
each  individual  underwriter  pre- 
cludes this.  To  convince  you  of 
this,  I  now  show  you  the  book  in 
which  an  underwriter  enters  his 
engagements  (it  has  been  kindly 
sent  to  me  by  the  owner). 

'  You  see  in  this  that  the  number 
dealt  with  by  him  in  one  day  is  more 
than  twenty ;  the  average  in  the 
book  per  day  is  twenty-three ;  and  I 
am  sure  he  will  excuse  me  for  saying 
that  there  are  very  many  who  deal 
with  far  maJber  numbers.  Now 
this  is  exclusive  of  all  those  (even 
more  numerous)  risks  offered  to  him 
dailywhich  he  did  not  accept. 

'  What  chance  was  there  that  he 
should  make  enquiry  into  all  these 
cases,  even  if  there  was  time  ?  He 
could  not  do  it.  All  he  could  do  he 
did, — i.e.  he  referred  to  Lloyd's  list^ 
or  the  list  of  the  Committee  of 
Liverpool,  and  saw  how  the  vessel 
was  classed.' 

To  dispute  a  claim  is,  on  the  part 
of  an  underwriter,  an  exti^me 
measure,  which  he  well  knows  has 
a  tendency  to  ruin  his  future 
chances  of  doing  business ;  and  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  almost  aU 
claims,  even  those  founded  in 
fraud,  are  paid,  and  it  is  the  rarest 
thing  in  the  world  (it  does  not  oc- 
cur  once  in  50,000  cases)  that  a 
claim  is  disputed. 

Even  a  manifest  error  in  the  claim 
can  hardly  ever  be  positively  proved. 
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and  is  therefore  seldom  made  a 
subject  of  investication.  In  a  great 
number  of  cases  ztie  proofs  and  the 
witnesses  L'e  at  the  bottom  of  the 
sea ;  and  when  a  ship  with  all  hands 
is  '  ne^er  heard  of/  no  inyestigatioxi 
of  any  sort  follows.  In  shorty  nii« 
derwriters  do  not,  and  cannot,  look 
narrowly  after  the  practices  of  the 
owners  and  freighters  of  ships,  and 
these  practices  often  lead  to  disaster. 

Oyerloadingisone  frequent  source 
of  shipwreck.  '  Suppose  a  ship  will 
take  900  tons  of  cargo  with  safety, 
leaving  her  side  one  third  as  high 
out  of  water  as  it  is  deep  below  it, 
and  suppose,  further,  that  the  freight 
of  700  tons  is  absorbed  by  expenses 
— wages  of  seamen,  cost  of  fuel, 
wear  and  tear,  interest  of  capital, 
cost  of  insurance,  Ac. — ^leaving  the 
freight  on  the  remaining  200  tons 
as  profit  to  the  owner,  it  is  clear  that 
by  loading  an  additional  200  tons 
the  profits  are  doubled,  while  the 
load  is  only  increased  by  about  a 
quarter  more.  And  this  addition 
will  not  load  her  so  deeply  as  to 
prevent  her  making  a  good  Toyage 
if  the  weather  is  favourable.  What 
wonder  is  there,  I  say,  that  needy 
or  unscmpulons  men  adopt  the 
larger  load  ?  They  are  safe  in  any 
case.  If  the  vessel  makes  her  port, 
they  secure  a  very  great  profit.  If 
she  meets  with  rough  weather  and 
is  lost,  they  recover  her  value  (in 
too  many  instances  far  more  th&a 
her  value)  and  so  go  on  aeain.* 

And  over-insuring  is  wdl  known 
to  be  a  common  practice.  It  is  true 
that  certain  shipowners  become 
uotorious  for  over-loadine,  over- 
insuring,  and  for  terriblv  frequent 
^nreeks,  so  that  after  paying  gradu^ 
&Qy  increasii^  insurances  at  various 
ports,  they  come  at  last  to  insure  in 
Ix)ndon  only,  and  finally  can  find 
iK>  one  to  take  their  risks  at  any 
price.  But  the  establishment  of 
such  a  character  takes  time,  pro- 
bably years,  and  in  the  meantime, 
ship  after  ship  goes  down,  and  with 
them  the  lives  of  sailors,  men  mostly 


in  the  prime  of  manhood.  In  a  port 
on  the  Tyne  some  years  ago,  there 
was  a  corner  fleet  well  known  by 
the  name  of '  B — 's  coflBns.*  When 
these  shipowners  fail  to  find  regular 
insurance,  they  have  still  the 
resource  of  joining  mutual  se- 
curiiy  clubs;  and  even  without 
this,  they  often  find  it  pays  to  go 
on  sending  out  very  old  and  infirm 
ships,  which  would  bring  nothing 
if  offered  for  sale. 

A  man  of  high  position  in  Sunder* 
land  has  said  to  Mr.  PlirosoU, — 
•  It  is  well  known  to  myself  and 
colleagues  that  there  are  some  hun- 
dreds of  ships  sailing  from  the  north- 
east  ports  which  are  utterly  unfit  to 
be  trusted  with  human  l^e.  .  .  . 
There  has  been  no  instance  within 
my  knowledge  of  a  ship  being 
broken  up  anywhere  for  many 
years.  They  insure  them  as  long 
as  they  can,  and  when  re-christen- 
ing and  all  other  dodges  fieul  even 
with  underwriters,  then  they  form 
mutual  insurance  clubs,  and  go  on 
until  the  ships  fill  and  go  down  in 
some  breeze,  or  strike  and  go  to 
pieces.'  The  effect  of  a  Bill  enact- 
ing that  vessels  needing  repair  shall 
be  repaired,  would  result  in  great 
numoers  being  withdrawn  and 
broken  up,  and  in  others  being 
immediately  taken  up  for  repair. 

According  to  the  official  state- 
ments of  the  Board  of  Trade,  it  1^ 
pears  that  more  than  half  our  losses 
for  nine  years  (six  years  before  1 868^ 
and  three  since)  were  owing  to  un- 
seaworthy  and  overloaded  ships. 
Mr.  Plimsoll  refers  to  several  cases 
which  came  within  his  own  know- 
ledge.    One  is  as  follows  :— 

'I  must  premise '  (he  says)  '  thai 
no  prudent  ship-owner  will  despatch 
ships  to  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  later 
than  the  end  of  September.  The 
seaison  then  closes,  and  the  lights 
.are  removed,  to  prevent  their  being 
carried  away  by  the  ice. 

*  Mr.  James  Hall,  of  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  had  a  large  ship  (1500 
tons)   waiting  for    freight  in  the 
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JaiTOw  Dock,  and  he  was  offered 
30*.  per  ton  to  carry  a  cargo  of 
raiboad  iron  into  the  east  of  the 
Baltic.  It  was  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember; the  rate  was  high;  the 
ship  was  empty.  It  was,  as  he  said, 
Tery  tempting.  So  he  sent  for  the 
captain  of  the  ship,  and  asked  him 
if  he  dnrst  ventore  into  the  Baltic 
ihen.  The  captain  said  to  liim, 
"  For  God's  sake  don't  send  ns  into 
the  Baltic  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
Bir.  Yon  might  as  well  send  ns  all 
to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  at  once." 
Well,  Mr.  Hall  declined  the  offer; 
but  five  weeks  later  the  same  offer 
was  accepted  by  another  ship-owner, 
tmd  he  proceeded  to  load  one  of  his 
-ships.:.  G  bods  of  which  3  5  feet  weigh 
a  ton  are  called  dead- weight.  Now 
5  cnbic  feet  of  iron  weigh  a  ton,  so 
that  this  is  the  heaviest  dead-weight 
they  carry,  and,  from  the  weight 
pressing  on  so  small  a  space,  it  is 
the  most  dangerous  cargo  a  ship  can 
carry.  The  ship  I  refer  to  was  872 
-tons  register,  and  she  was  loaded 
with  1,591  tons! 

*0f  course  she  was  lost — 
foundered  about  eighteen  miles 
from  the  English  coast  (east) ;  but 
fortunately  her  crew  were  saved  by 
a  fishing-boat. 

■-  *  3he  was  insured,  of  course,  and 
after  what  I  have  before  said,  you 
will  not  wonder  that  the  under- 
writers paid  the  claim,  no  one  of 
ahem,  having  an  interest  large 
enough  to  make  it  worth  while  to 
engage  in  an  expensive  law-suit. 
And  this  ship-owner  had  the  hardi- 
hood to  say  to  me,  *^The  under- 
writers have  paid,  and  is  not  that 
proof  that  all  was  right  ?"  I  replied, 
^  You  know  what  that  argument  is 
worth." ' 

Mr.  Plimsoll  has  twice  brought 
forward  a  Bill  in  Parliament  of 
which  the  main  provisions  are 
briefly  these : — That  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  to  insure  a  ship  for  more 
than  two-thirds  of  its  actual  valuef, — 
'which  is  the  law  of  Holland :  and 
iBi  periodical  inspection,  say  annual, 


of  all  sailing  ships  and  steam  ships 
not  otherwise  inspected;  and  fur- 
ther, that  the  load-line,  showing  the 
maximum  permissible  immersion, 
shall  be  painted  ouiside  the  hull  of 
each.  A  small  fee  (much  less  than 
that  now  paid  to  Lloyd's  inspectors) 
would  cover  the  cost  of  inspection. 

Mr.  Plimsoll  brings  his  case 
home  very  forcibly  by  the  aid  of 
numerous  personal  experiences.  He 
has  for  years,  we  may  remark,  occu- 
pied himself  with  gathering  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  of  merchant 
shipping,  and  he  is  prepared  to 
give  the  full  names  and  details  in 
each  case.  '  On  occasion '  (he  says) 
*  of  one  of  my  visits  to  a  port  in  the 
north,  I  was  met  by  a  gentleman 
who  knew  what  my  errand  there 
was  likely  to  be,  and  he  said,  ^^  Oh, 
Mr.  Plimsoll,  you  should  have  been 
here  yesterday ;  a  vessel  went  down 
the  river  so  deeply  loaded,  that 
everybody  who  saw  her  expects  to 
hear  of  her  being  lost.  She  was 
loaded  under  the  personal  directions 
of  her  owner,  and  the  captain  him- 
self said  to  me,  '  Isn't  it  shameful, 
sir,  to  send  men  with  feonilies  to 
sea  in  a  vessel  loaded  like  that?'" 

'  The  captain  called  on  his  friend, 

Mr.  J H— — ,  who  said  he  (the 

captain)  was  greatly  depressed  in 
spirits.  He  told  him  (Mr.  H — — ) 
"  that  he"  (the  captain)  "  had  mea- 
sured her  side  loaded,  and  she  was 
only  20  inches  out  of  the  water." 
He  also  asked  his  friend  to  look 
after  his  (the  captain's)  wife. 

'J N and  C — -,  two 

workmen,  said  to  each  other,  "  that 
they  would  not  go  in  that  ship  if 
the  owner  would  mve   them  the 

ship."     And  J L— — ^  another 

workman,  said  "  he'd  rather  go  to 
prison  than  go  in  that  ship  ;"  and 
lastly,  two  of  the  sailors'  wives 
begged  the  owner  *'  not  to  send  the 
vessel  to  sea  so  deep." 

*She  was  sent.  The  men  were 
some  of  them  threatened,  and  one  at 
least  had  a  promise  of  105.  extra 
per  month  wages  to  induce  him  to 
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go.  As  die  steamed  away,  the 
poHce  boat  1^  her ;  the  police  had 
been  on  board  to  overawe  the  men 
.  into  going.  As  the  police  boat  lefb 
her  side,  two  of  the  men,  deciding 
at  the  last  moment  that  they  wonld 
rather  be  taken  to  prison,  hailed 
the  police,  and  begged  to  be  taken 
by  them.  The  police  said  "they 
could  not  interfere,  "  and  the  ship 
sailed.  My  friend  was  in  great 
anxiety,  and  told  me  that  if  it  came 
on  to  blow  the  ship  could  not  live. 
It  did  blow  a  good  half  gale  all  the 
day  after,  Sunday — ^the  ship  sailed 
on  Saturday.  I  was  lookmg  sea- 
ward from  the  promontory  on  which 

the  rains  of  T Castle  stands, 

with  a  heavy  heart.  The  wind  was 
not  above  force  7 — ^nothing  to  hurt 
a  well-fonnd  and  properly  loaded 
vessel.  I  had  often  been  out  in  mnch 
worse  weather,  bnt  then  this  vessel 
was  not  properly  loaded  (and  her 
owner  stood  to  gain  over  2,oooZ. 
dear  if  she  went  down,  by  over- 
insnrance),  and  I  knew  that  there 
were  many  others  almost  as  unfit 
as  she  was  to  encounter  rough 
weather — ships  so  rotten,  that  if 
they  struck  they  would  go  to  pieces 
at  once;  ships  so  overloaded,  that 
every  sea  would  make  a  clean  sweep 
over  them,  sending  tons  and  tons 
of  water  into  the  hold  every  time, 
nntil  the  end  came. 

*  On  Monday,  we  heard  of  a  ship 
in  distress  luEmng  been  seen ; 
rockets  had  been  sent  up  by  her; 
it  was  feared  she  was  lost.  On 
Tuesday,  a  name-board  of  a  boat 
was  picked  up,  and  this  was  all 
that  was  ever  heard  of  her.' 

Another  instance: — *Mr.  B 
and  his  brother  told  me  that  one 
day  they  saw  a  vessel  leaving 
'dock;  sba  was  so  deep,  that  hav- 
ing a  list  upon  her,  uie  scuppers 
cm  the  low  side  were  half  in  the 
watar  and  half  out.  (A  list  moj^ms 
•she  was  so  loaded  as  to  have  one 
tide  rather  deeper  down  tiian  the 
^er;  the  scuppers  are  the  holes  in 
^e  bulwarks  tiiat  let  the  water  out 


whidi  comes  on  deck  from  rain, 
from  washing,  and  the  seas  breaking 
over  her.)  They  heard  a  slight  com- 
motion on  board,  and  a  voice  said  to 
the  captain,  "  Larry's  not  on  board, 
sir."  He  had  run  for  it.  Nothing 
could  be  done,  for  lack  of  time  to 
seek  him,  so  they  sailed  without 
him.  And  these  gentlemen  heard 
the  crew  say,  as  ^e  vessel  slowly 
moved  away  from  the  dock  gate, 
"Then  Lany's  the  only  man  of 
us  *11  be  alive  in  a  wedc."  That 
vessel  was  lost, 

*The  L  ,  a  large  ship,  was 
sailing  on  a  long  voyage  from  a  port 
in  Wales,  with  a  cargo  of  coal.  Mr. 

A called  a  friend's  attention  to 

her  state.  She  was  a  good  ship,  but 
terribly  deep  in  the  water.     Mr. 

B said,  "Now,  is  it  possible 

that  that  vessel  can  reach  her  des- 
tination unless  the  sea  is  as  smooth 
as  a  mill-pond  the  whole  way  ?" 

'  The  sea  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  as  smooth  as  a  mill-pond,  for 
that  ship  was  never  heard  of  again, 
and  twenty-eight  of  our  poor, 
hard-working,  brave  fellow-subjects 
never  more  returned  to  gladden 
their  poor  wives,  and  play  with 
their  children.' 

No  one  unacquainted  with  the 
fiicts  can  have  any  idea  what  a 
total  change  would  ensue  at  once 
from  the  prevention  of  overloading, 
but  we  can  form  some  idea  of  it 
from  the  consideration  of  the  fol- 
lowing fact,  showing  how  safe  ships 
are  when  properly  found,  manned, 
and  loaded.  Mr.  George  Elliot, 
M.P.,  and  his  partners,  have  a  fleet 
of  steamers,  running  between  l^the 
Tyne  andLondon  continuously — ^the 
Taw/isldf  James  Joiceij,  Orwell^  NeW' 
hurriy  New  Pdton,  Trevithich^  Magna 
CJia/rtd,  WtlUam  jBTim^r,  Bendck^ 
Ushiuortk,  Oa/rhon,  and  others.  These 
ships  put  into  London  from  fifty  to 
seventy  cargoes  of  coal  each  per 
annum — ^the  Tanfield  having  put 
sixty-eight,  sixty-nine,  and  sixty- 
eight  in  three  successive  years. 
They  are  loaded  and  unloaded  by 
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maddneTy,  and  as  they  go  and 
come  more  than  oute  in  each 
week,  they  are  all  at  least  three* 
Jourths  of  all  the  hours  from  yearns 
end  to  year's  end  on  the  sea.  The 
voyage  is  a  more  dangerous  one 
than  an  over-sea  voyage,  for  as 
soon  as  ihey  leave  the  Thames  the 
sands  and  shoals  and  channels 
amongst  which  they  pick  their 
way  beg^.  All  these  ships  go 
and  come  in  snch.  absolute  safety 
that  during  all  the  years  from  1859, 
when  the  Jarrow  Dock  was  first 
opened,  until  now,  not  one  of  them 
has  been  lost,  nor  has  even  met  with 
a  casualty  worth  naming.  This  is 
the  case  also  with  the  fleets  of 
many  other  shipowners,  for  it  can- 
not be  said  too  often  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  our  loss  is  due  to  a 
comparatively  small  number  of 
shipowners,  most  of  whom  tolerably 
well  known  in  the  trade.  The  large 
.majoriiy  do  take  reasonable  pre- 
cautions for  securing  the  safety  of 
their  servants'  lives. 

It  is  Mr;  Plimsoirs  conviction, 
gathered  from  a  long  study  of 
the  matter,  and  from  the  opinions 
of  many  practical  men,  thieit  not 
merely  one-half,  but  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  our  losses  at  sea  would  be 
avoided  by  attending  to  two  pre- 
cautions— that  ships  needing  re- 
pair should  be  repaired,  and  that 
ships  shall  not  be  overloaded.  But 
there  remain  other  things  that 
greatly  need  supervision,  for  ex- 
ample, the  practice,  which  seems  to 
be  largely  on  the  increase,  of  builds 
ing  ships  with  cheap  materiab  and 
bad  workmanship.  In  many  ships 
*  devils'  are  used,  that  is,  sham- 
bolts,  of  various  kinds.  Some  of 
them  pretend  to  be  copper,  but  have 
only  uie  head  and  about  an  inch  of 
the  shaft  copper,  the  rest  being  iron, 
.which  soon  corrodes,  especifdly  in 
vessels  employed  in  the  sugar  trade. 
^Hher  '  devils '  are  merely  bolt^heads 
driven  in  without  anv  shaft  at  all, 
only  as  many  real  bolts  being  used 
as  barely  suffice  to  keep  the  tunbers 


together.  Seventy-three  detils  were 
found  in  one  dnp  by  a  surveyor 
of  Lloyd's.  One  shipowner,  trading 
to  the  West  Indies  for  sugar,  has, 
out  of  a  fleet  of  twenty-one  vessels, 
lost  no  less  than  ten  in  three  years ! 

'Do  you  want'  (asks  Mr.  PKm- 
soll)  '  to  know  more  about  the  sort 
of  men  who  thus  are  cut  off  in 
their  full  manhood  ?  Do  you  want 
to  know  how  their  loss  is  felt? 
Come  with  me  a  few  minutes,  and 
I'll  show  you.  The  initials  are 
all  strictly  correct,  both  those  in- 
dicating names  and  also  those  nv- 
ing  addresses,  and  I  can  prodnoe 
all  the  people.     In  this  house.  No. 

9,  L— — ^11  Street,  lives  Mrs.  A ^r 

B  0.  Look  at  her;  she  is  not 
more  than  two  or  three-and-tweniy, 
and  those  two  little  ones  are  hers. 
She  has  a  mangle,  vou  see.  It  was 
subscribed  for  by  her  poor  neigh- 
bours— the  poor  are  very  kind  to 
each  other.  That  poor  little  fellow 
has  hurt  his  foot,  and  looks  wonder- 
ingly  at  the  tearful  fitoe  of  his 
young  mother.  She  liad  a  loving 
husband  but  very  lately ;  but  the 

owner  of  the  ship,  the  8 »,  on 

which  he  served,  was  a  very  needy 
man,  who  had  insured  her  for  nearly 
3,oooZ.  more  than  she  had  cost  him; 
so,  if  she  sank,  he  would  min  all 
this.  Well,  one  voyage  uie  was 
loaded  under  the  owner^s  personal 
superintendence;  she  was  l<M^ed80 
deeply  tiiat  the  dock  master  pointed 
her  out  to  a  friend  as  she  left  the 
dock,  and  said  emphatically,  *'That 
ship  will  never  reach  her  destina- 
tion."  She  never  did,  but  was  lost 
vnth  all  hands,  twenty  men  and 
boys.  A  ■  B  complained  to 
her  before  he  sailed,  tiiat  the  ship 
was  "  so  deep  loaded."  She  tried 
to  get  to  the  sands  to  see  the  ship 

off    vnth    Mrs,     S r,     whose 

husband  also  was  on  board.  They 
never  saw  their  husbands  again. 

•  Mrs.  B— s,  14,  H ^n  Race, 

told  me  her  vounff  brother  was  an 
orphan  with  herself.  She  and  her 
sister  had  brought  him  up  untQ  she 
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was  marriecL  Then  her  husband 
was  kind  to  him,  and  apprendoed 
him  to  the  sea.  He  had  passed  as 
second  maibe  in  a  sailing  ship ;  bat 
(he  was  a  fine  young  fellow :  I  have 
his  portrait)  he  was  ambitious  to 
''pass  in  steam ''  also ;  engaged  to 

serve  in  the  S ship,  leaking 

badlj,  but  was  assured  on  signing 
that  she  was  to  be  repaired  before 
loading.  The  ship  was  not  repaired, 
and  was  loaded,  as  he  told  his  sister- 
mother,  "  like  a  sand-barge."  Was 
urged  br  his  sister,  and  also  her 
husband,  not  to  go.  His  sister 
again  urged  him,  as  he  passed  her 
bedroom  door  in  the  morning,  not 
to  go.  He  promised  he  woiddn't, 
and  went  to  the  ship  to  get  the 
wages  due  to  him.  Was  refused 
payment  unless  he  went ;  was  over- 
persuaded,  and  threatened,  and 
called  a  coward,  which  greatly  ex- 
cited him.  He  went ;  and  two  days 
afterwards  the    ship    went  down. 

Her  husband,  Mr.  R s,  also  told 

me  that  he  and  his  wife  ''  had  a  bit 
crack,"  and  decided  to  do  all  they 
could  to  •'  persuade  Johnnie  not  to 
go."  The  young  man  was  about 
.twenty-two. 

«Mr.  J H 1  told  me  that 

the  captain  was  his  friend,  and  the 
captain  was  very  "down-hearted 
about  the  way  she  was  loaded" 
(mind,  she  was  loaded  under  the 
owner's  personal  supervision).  The 

captain  asked  him  (Mr.  A )  to 

see  his  wife  off  by  train  after  the 
ship  had  sailed.  She,  poor  soul ! 
had  travelled  to  that  port  to  see 
him  off.  Captain  said  to  him,  "I 
cloubt  I'll  never  see  her  more !"  and 
burst  out  crying.  Poor  fellow  !  he 
iMver  did  see  her  more. 

*  Now  come  with  me  to  36,  C 

Street,  and  see  Mrs.  J s  R e. 

She  is  a  young  woman  of  superior 
intelligence,  and  has  a  trustable  &ce 
--veiy.  She  may  be  about  twenty- 
seven.  She  lost  her  husband  in  the 
same  ship.  He  was  thirty  years  of 
age,  and,  to  use  her  own  words, 
"  such  a  happy  creature,  full  of  his 


jokes."  He  was  engaged  as  second 
engineer  at  4!.  109.  and  board. 
*'  After  his  ship  was  loaded  ^  he  wa9 
a  changed  man,'  he  'got  his  tea 
without  saying  a  word,'  and  then 
'  sat  looking  into  the  fire  in  a  deep 
study  like.'  I  asked  him  what  ailed 
him,  and  he  said,  more  to  himself 
than  me,  '  She's  such  a  beast !'  I 
thought  he  meant  the  men's  place 
was  dirty,  as  he  had  complained 
before  that  there  was  nowhere  for 
the  men  to  wash.  He  liked  to  be 
clean,  my  husband,  and  always  had 
a  good  wash  when  he  came  home 
from  the  workshop,  when  he  worked 
ashore.  So  I  said,  'Will  you  let 
me  come  aboard  to  clean  it  out  for 
ye  ?'  and  he  said,  still  looking  at  the 
fire,  'It  isn't  that.'  Well,  he 
hadn't  signed,  only  agreed,  so  I 
said,  '  Don't  sign,  Jim ;'  and  he  said 
he  wouldn't,  and  went  and  told  the 
engineer  he  shouldn't  go.  The 
engineer  '  spoke  so  kindly  to  him,' 
and  offered  him  lo;.  a  month  more. 
He'd  had  no  work  for  a  long  time, 
and  the  money  was  tempting,"  she 
said,  "  so  he  signed.  Wnen  he  told 
me,  I  said,  *0h!  Jim,  you  won't 
go,  will  you?'  He  said,  *Why, 
hinnie,  hmnie,  they'll  put  me  in 
gaol  if  I  don't.'  I  said,  *  Never 
mind,  ye  can  come  home  after  that.' 
'But,'  said  he,  'they'll  call  me  a 
coward,  and  ye  wouldn't  like  to 
hear  me  called  that.' " 

*  The  poor  woman  was  ciying  very 
bitterly,  so  I  said  gently,  "  I  hope 
you  won't  think  I'm  asking  cJl 
these  questions  from  idle  curiosity ;" 
and  I  shall  never  forget  her  quick 
disclaimer,  for  she  saw  that  I  was 
troubled  along  with  her — "  Oh  no, 
sir,  I  am  glad  to  answer  you ;  for 
there's  many  homes  might  be  spared 
being  made  desolate  if  it  was  only 
looked  into." 

'I  ascertained  that  she  is  now 
"  getting  a  bit  winning  for  a  liveli- 
hood,'! as  my  informant  phrased 
it  (of  course  I  wras  not  so  rude  as 
to  ask  her  that)  by  sewing  for  a 
ready  -  made    clothes    shopkeeper. 
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She  was  in  a  small  garret  with  a 
sloping  roof  and  the  most  modest 
fire-place  I  ever  saw— just  three 
bits  of  iron  laid  from  side  to  side 
of  an  opening  in  the  brickwork,  and 
two  more  np  the  front ;  no  chimney- 
piece,  or  jambs,  or  stone  across 
the  top,  but  jnst  the  bricks  laid 
nearer  and  nearer  nntil  the  coarses 
nnited.  So  I  don't  fancy  die  could 
be  earning  much.  But  with  the 
veiy  least  money  value  in  the  place, 
it  was  as  beautifully  clean  as  I  ever 
saw  a  room  in  my  life. 

'I   saw  also   Mrs.  W ks,  of 

78,  B d  Street,  who  had   lost 

her    son,    Henry    W ks,    aged 

twenty-two.  She  too  cried  bitterly 
as  she  spoke  with  such  love  and 
pride  of  her  son,  and  of  the  grief 
of  his  father,  who  was  sixty  years  of 
age.  Her  son  was  taken  on  as  sto- 
ker, and  worked  in  the  ship  some 
days  before  she  was  ready  for  sea. 
He  didn't  want  to  go  then,  when 
he  saw  how  she  was  loaded ;  but 
they  refused  to  pay  him  the  money 
he  had  earned  unless  he  went ;  and 
he  too  was  lost  with  all  the  others. 

*'  Just  one  more  specimen  of  the 
good,  true,  and  brave  men  we  sa- 
crifice by  our  most  cruel  and  man- 
slaughtering  neglect,  and  then  I  will 
go  on  to  the  next  part  of  my  subject. 

*  This  time  I  went  to  17,  D— b 

Street,  and  called  upon  old  J ^n 

P ^r,  and  after  apologising  for 

intruding  upon  his  grief,  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  any  objection  to  tell- 
ing me  whether  his  son  had  had  any 
misgivings  about  the  ship  before  he 
went.  He  said,  "  Yes.  I  went  to 
see  the  ship  myseli^  and  I  was  horri- 
fied to  see  the  way  she  was  loaded. 
She  looked  like  a  floating  wreck ; 
and  I  tried  all  I  could  to  persuade 
him  not  to  go  ;  but  he'd  been  doing 
nothing  for  a  long  time,  and  he 
didn't  like  being  a  burthen  on  me. 
He'd  a  fine  '  sperrit,'  sir,  had  my 
son,"  said  the  poor  old  man. 

'  Here  a  young  woman  I  had  not 
observed  (she  was  in  a  comer,  witb 
her  face  to  the  wall)  broke  out  into 


loud  sobs,  and  said,  "He  was  the 
best  of  us  all,  sir — ^the  beet  in  the 
whole  &mily.  He  was  as  hip  as  a 
flower,  and  vah-y  canny-looking^." 

*  Oh  !  my  God !  my  God !  what 
can  I  say,  what  can  I  write^  to 
make  the  people  take  thought  on* 
this  terrible  wrong  ?  '  We  tmst 
our  readers  will  feel  that  this  out- 
burst of  feeling  is  not  out  of  place. 

And    now  we   come   to  a  very 
noticeable   and  important  part  of 
Mr.   PlimsoU's  statement,  namely, 
that  his  Bill  intended  to  remedy 
this  cruel  state  of  things,  and  ap- 
proved by  many  of  the  chief  Cham- 
bers of   Commerce,  has  been  put 
aside  in  two  successive  sessions  of 
Parliament  mainly  by  the  influence 
of  three  members  of  Parliament^  great 
ship-owners,  and  themselves   (Mr. 
Plimsoll    declares)    implicated    in 
many  suspicious  cases  of  shipwreck. 
'  These  men  being  all  ship-owners, 
have  of  course  great  weight  with  the 
House,  and  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw 
my  Bill,  taking  as  compensation  only 
the  Bill  subsequently  brought  in  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  which  is  worth 
nothing.     It  gives  the  seamen   the 
right  to  ask  for  a  suinrey,  but  th^ 
must  pay  all  the  expenses  of  it  if  the 
surveyors  certify  ihat  the  ship  is 
not  unseaworthy.' 

The  notion  of  giving  seamen,  per- 
haps going  on  board  within  an  hour 
or  two  of  sailing,  tiie  privilege  of 
lodging  an  appeal  like  this,  and  de- 
taining the  vessel  till  it  should  be 
investigated,  is  too  absurd  on  the 
face  of  it  for  any  man  "^ho  has  the 
least  knowledge  of  mercantile  afiairs 
or  of  seafaring  life  and  habits. 

In  fine,  we  heartily  wish  Afr. 
Plimsoll  ^1  success  in  his  admir- 
able efforts.  The  present  state  of 
things  is  shamofiil  and  intolerable ; 
and  the  great  majority  of  English 
ship-owners  and  shippers  want  it  to 
end  without  delay.  They  would  be 
relieved  from  the  competition  of  an 
unscrupulous  minority;  and  English 
commerce  cleansed  of  a  deadly  in- 
justice and  foul  disgrace. 
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rthe  last  number  of  Fmaer^  I 
endeavoured  to  give  the  reader 
some  general  idea  of  the  Peking 
Gazette  and  its  contents,  as  well  as 
the  conditions  under  which  it  ap- 
pears from  day  to  day.  Without 
more  extracts,  however,  than  could 
find  place  in  the  first  paper,  a  very 
imperfect  notion  would  be  formed 
of  the  real  value  of  the  information 
which  the  Gazettes  supply,  and  the 
diversified  nature  of  the  subjects 
referred  to  in  the  Memorials,  Ee- 
ports,  and  Decrees.  Having  stated 
my  own  opinion  in  accord  with  other, 
and  perhaps  more  competent  judges, 
that  illustrations  of  Chinese  political 
and  social  life  of  the  greatest  value 
were  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of  the 
Pelcing  Jcnimal — sole  representative 
as  it  is,  in  China,  of  the  newspaper 
press  of  other  coxmtries — I  propose 
in  the  following  pages  to  bring 
under  notice  further  extracts  to 
justify  that  conclusion,  with  such 
running  commentary  as  may  best 
explain  their  special  bearing  on  the 
present  condition  of  the  country 
and  its  administration. 

Taming  to  domestic  habits  and 
social  relations,  here  is  an  example 
of  conjugal  fidelity  and  devotion  in 
the  husband  which  was  deemed 
worthy  of  record  and  Imperial  re- 
'  cognition  in  the  Gazette : — 

*A  Censor  prays  that  the  Em- 
peror will  confer  a  tablet  on  the 
family  of  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  who 
pined  and  died  on  account  of  his 
wife's  death.     Granted.' 

As  a  pendant  to  this  picture  of  a 
devoted  husband,  another  Censor, 
*  by  name  Chang  Ching-ching,  re- 
ports upon  the  conduct  of  the  wife 
of  a  aewMai  by  purchase.  This 
lady,  finding  her  husband  ill,  cut 
off  one  of  her  fingers  and  adminis- 
tered it  to  him  in  his  physic.    Un- 


luckily the  specific  had  not  the 
desired  eflfect,  for  the  man  died. 
In  the  tenth  month  the  heroine's 
mother-in-law  died,  whereupon  she 
strangled  herself  An  Edict  is  now 
issued  directing  the  Board  of  Rites 
to  report  upon  the  most  suitable 
form  for  the  Imperial  admiration  to 
take.' 

Here  again  is  a  domestic  tragedy 
fit  for  a  sensation  novel.  *Ting-jih- 
chang,  Governor  of  Kiangsu,  re- 
ports on  the  case  of  a  woman  who 
had  committed  adultery.  She  and 
her  paramour  slew  the  husband  on 
findmg  that  he  was  cognisant  of 
their  guilt.  The  woman  is  to  be 
put  to  a  slow  and  lingering  death, 
and  the  man  is  to  be  beheaded.' 
This  *slow  and  lingering,' or Hterally 
disgraceful  or  shameful  death,  is  the 
often-described  punishment  termed 
in  Chinese  Ling^chihy  in  which  the 
victim  is  secured  to  a  cross  and 
then  cut  to  pieces  with  a  revolting 
excess  of  cruelty  and  barbarity. 
The  spirit  of  modem  civilisation  is 
outraged  by  such  horrible  butcheries 
under  the  sanction  and  authority 
of  judicial  sentences.  But  if  we 
would  deal  fairly  with  the  Chinese 
in  passing  judgment  upon  them  and 
their  sanguinary  code,  we  must  not 
forget  that  our  own  criminal  law 
procedure  was  little  better,  if  at  all, 
as  late  as  the  seventeenth  century. 

In  the  days  of  good  Queen  Bess — 
not  three  centuries  back  —  sur- 
rounded as  she  was  by  a  brilliant 
galaxy  of  statesmen  and  poets, 
philosophers  and  jurists — a  Bur- 
leigh and  a  Shakspeare,  a  Bacon 
and  a  Coke — men  leaving  an  im- 
perishable name  on  the  pages,  of  our 
history — torture  was  administered, 
and  criminals  were  quartered  and 
disembowelled  on  the  public  scafibld. 
Compared  with  an  account  of  the 
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mode  of  execution  by  breaking  on 
the  wheel,  once  so  common  in  En- 
rope,  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
anytiiing  worse  can  be  cited  of 
China.  During  the  reign  of  Louis 
XVI.  it  is  said  that  the  incredible 
number  of  3,000  people  were  an- 
nually  condemned  to  this  most 
brutid  and  ferocious  mode  of  taking 
life.  The  last  of  these  victims  is 
stated  to  have  been  a  servant  girl 
at  Paris,  whose  crime  was  a  petty 
theft  in  the  house  where  she  was 
serving,  and  Marie  Antoinette  was 
in  vain  petitioned  to  have  her 
sentence  mitigated.  Nor,  apart  from 
these  murderous  cruelties,  is  it  so 
long  since  forgery  and  theft  were 
capital  offences  in  Great  Britain,  for 
which  life  was  forfeited.  If  a  hu- 
mane code  of  laws  and  method  of 
judicial  procedure  be  taken  as  the 
test  of  civilisation,  there  is  no 
country  in  Christian  Europe  which 
could  make  out  any  better  claim 
under  this  head,  a  century  ago,  to 
be  classed  among  civilised  States. 

*Ying-han,  Governor  of  Anhui, 
reports  the  death  of  a  lady  by  sui' 
cide,  caused  by  slanderous  reports 
made  of  her  by  a  man.  The  man 
is  arrested,  and  the  Board  of 
Punishment  is  to  consider  his  case.' 

Even  the  seclusion  in  which  their 
women  live  does  not,  therefore,  pro- 
tect them  altogether  from  suspicion 
and  slander,  and,  it  is  to  be  inferred, 
from  the  opportunity  of  going 
astray,  if  so  minded.  Yet  as  the 
well-to-do  classes  keep  the  women 
of  their  families  entirely  secluded 
fr^m  ell  social  intercourse  with  any 
but  the  nearest  male  relatives — 
fathers  and  brothers — it  is  not  easy 
tounderstand  how  occasion  for  scan- 
dal can  arise-^unless  with  such  near 
relatives  or  domestics,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  further  difficulty  created  by 
their  crippled  feet  seriously  inter- 
fering with  all  facility  of  locomo- 
tion or  movement  from  their 
own  apartments.  The  result, 
which  gives  for  a  more  limited 
number  of  infidelities  or  scandals — 


if  such  mav  be  assumed — a  greater 
intensity  of  wrong-doing,  does  not 
leave  much  to  be  said  in  fieivoar  of 
a  svstem  of  more  rigid  sednsion, 
such  as  prevails  generally  in  the 
East. 

As  to  the  crippled  feet,  it  is  a  cu- 
rious fact — ^tending  to  show  that  the 
most  diverse  forms  of  manifestation 
are  compatible  with  a  certain  iden- 
tity in  the  motive — that,  although 
the  pinching  and  crippling  involve 
a  very  protracted  torture  in  early 
years  to  secure  the  reauisite 
amount  of  distortion,  ana  se- 
rious inconvenience  ever  after,  no 
Chinese  mother  seems  to  have  any 
scruple  or  hesitation  in  subjecting 
her  child  to  the  barbarous  process. 
Even  the  children,  if  steps  have  not 
been  taken  in  the  first  infEtncy,  seem 
not  unfrequently  to  accept  volun- 
tarily the  pain  as  a  necessary 
peniJty  of  future  distinction.  In 
both  cases  it  is  easUy  understood, 
once  we  know  that  no  large-footed 
girl  can  ever  hope  to  marry  anyone 
above  the  rank  of  a  cooly.  Whereas 
if  her  feet  be  reduced  to  the  required 
form  and  dimensions  she  may  aspire 
to  the  hand  or  establishment  of  the 
first  mandarin  in  the  land,  birth 
or  fortune  going  for  very  littie 
when  a  rich  man  or  a  high  officer 
in  China  desires  a  mother  for  his 
children.  The  love  of  progeny,  or 
rather  the  desire  to  have  children 
to  pay  the  funereal  rites  at  the 
grave,  and  before  the  tablets  in 
the  ancestral  hall  worship  the  de- 
parted, is  considered  as  essential  to 
the  rest  and  happiness  of  the  souls 
of  the  Chinese  when  dead,  as  are 
absolution  and  masses  to  the  devout 
Boman  Catholic. 

So  the  custom  of  crippling  the 
feet  still  prevails,  and  is  handed 
down  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, without  a  voice  being  raised  in 
condemnation.  A  more  striking 
proof  of  the  strong  attachment 
of  the  Chinese  to  old  customs  and 
traditions  can  scarcely  be  conceived. 
It  is  all   the  more   striking  that 
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their  Tartar  conquerors  do  not 
cripple  the  feet  of  their  women,  and 
therefore  the  Emperor's  bride  must 
always  be  chosen  from  the  Banner 
clans  of  his  own  race,  and  the 
highest  elevation  attainable  by  the 
sex  is  thus  reserved  for  women  with 
feet  as  nature  made  them. 

The  Chinese  Theogony  admits 
of  goddesses  as  did  that  of  the 
Greeks.  And  notwithstanding  the 
low  rank  accorded  to  the  wife  in 
the  social  scale,  so  long  as  the 
husband  lives — if  left  a  widow,  and 
a  mother,  she  claims  the  most  pro- 
found respect  and  reverence,  as 
well  as  absolute  obedience,  from 
her  children.  And  so  the  balance 
is  restored,  for  if  woman  in  China 
begins  as  a  slave,  she  ends  as  an 
antocrat.  Female  spirits  are  often 
held  in  high  honour. 

Here  is  an  example : 

'  Ts6n.Kwo-fan,  Gk)vemor-G^ne- 
ral  of  the  two  Kiang,  and  Kwo-po- 
yin,GoTemorof  Chmng-su,  petition 
His  Majesty  to  confer  a  title  of 
honour  on  a  female  spirit  of  Hsien^ 
nH^miao,  for  having  averted  calamity 
and  removed  distress  in  the  follow- 
ing ways : — In  time  of  drought  she 
filled  ^e  neighbouring  river  with 
water.  In  the  third  year  of  the 
reign  of  Hsienfung  (the  Neither  of  the 
present  Emperor),  when  the  Canton 
rebels  attacked  Yangchow,  she 
protected  the  district  in  which  her 
shrine  was.  And  in  the  eighth 
jearof  tbe  same  reign  sho  destroyed 
with  fire  and  lightning  a  large  band 
of  rebels  who  had  returned  to 
attack  Yangchow.  On  other  occa- 
sions she  came  forth  in  person, 
showed  herself  in  a  blaze  of  light, 
and  drove  back  a  body  of  rebels 
attempting  to  cross  the  river.' 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Ceremonies. 

The  spirits  of  air  and  water — 
gnomes  and  various  terrestrial 
powers,  good  and  evil — are  of- 
ten decreed  honours  or  propitia- 
tory sacrifices.  In  one  Gazette 
Chang-chih-wan  memorialises  His 
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Majesty  that  when  the  rebels  were 
making  constant  attacks  upon  Kio- 
yu-chow  in  Kiang-su,  a  spirit  called 
Kang-tae-Hoto  (a  title  equivalent  to 
Marquis),  which  causes  abundant 
rain,  and  has  a  temple  there,  ap- 
peared in  the  air  and  frightened  the 
rebels.  This  spirit  has,  moreover, 
very  effectually  answered  the  prayera 
of  the  influential  inhabitants,  by 
speedily  causing  a  fall  of  rain.  His 
Imperial  Majesty  therefore  ordered 
the  Han- lin- Yuan  to  write  a  tablet, 
which  is  with  due  reverence  to  be 
placed  in  the  temple. 

Such  a  nation  ought  to  fbmie^ 
ready  proselytes  to  the  Koman 
Catholic  Chureh.  Many  of  these  ac- 
counts of  the  appearance  of  the 
Spirits  and  the  services  performed, 
r^B.d  strangely  like  some  of  the 
monkish  legends  of  apparitions,  and 
even  strongly  remind  the  reader  of 
the  more  recent  appearance  of  the 
Virgin  at  Lourdes,  which  within 
the  last  few  months  has  attracted 
so  much  attention  in  France,  and 
led  to  pilgrimages  of  thousands  of 
devout  worshippers,  of  both  sexes 
and  of  every  rank. 

Much  has  been  thought  and  said 
of  late  years  as  to  the  merits  of  com- 
petitive examination  for  all  the 
offices  in  the  public  service.  And 
a  great  deal  of  clap-trap  argument 
in  favour  of  this  system  has  been 
advanced,  on  no  better  foundation 
than  its  alleged  success  in  China. 
As  it  is  only  at  its  commencement 
with  us,  and  has  been  in  ftiU  activity 
in  China  for  many  centuries,  it  is 
worth  while  to  enquire  what  have 
been  the  practical  results. 

What  may  be  said  in  its  fisivour 
on  general  rounds  we  are  all 
tolerably  familiar  with.  The  late 
Mr.  Meadows,  a  very  enthusiastic, 
but  also  a  very  well-informed 
admirer  of  Chinese  theories  of 
government  and  administration,  be- 
lieved that  one  of  the  chief  elements 
of  the  stability  of  the  Chinese 
Empire  lay  in  the  opportunity  thus 
offered  to  men  of  talent,  irrespective 
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of  wealth  or  inflaence,  of  obtaining 
the  highest  honours  and  posts  in  the 
administration  of  the  conntiy.  The 
same  thing  has  been  said  with  per- 
haps greater  accuracy  of  the  Boman 
Gathohc  Ghnrch,  which  has  the 
highest  honours  in  its  gift,  and  yet 
opens  wide  the  door  for  the  entrance 
of  the  humblest  in  birth  or  social 
advantages.  Its  wide  and  demo- 
cratic base  may  no  doubt  in  Feudal 
Europe  have  had  as  much  to  do 
with  the  power  and  stabihty  secured 
through  so  many  ages  as  the  culmi- 
nating honour  and  influence  of  the 
Papal  Tiara.  And  in  both  respects 
there  is  sufficient  analogy  to  justify 
a  comparison.  But  as  in  the 
Church  there  was  celibacy,  and  the 
continually  increasing  accretion  of 
land  and  property  to  bind  the  whole 
together  in  a  common  interest  and 
give  it  favour  with  the  people ; — 
so  in  China  there  has  always  existed 
that  minute  subdivision  of  the  soil 
and  a  large  class  of  peasant  pro- 
prietors which  is  held  to  give  a 
greater  pledge  of  stabihty  to  a 
country  and  a  nation  than  any  other 
institutions  affecting  the  status  of 
the  people.  In  all  three  it  is  plain 
there  is  a  pervading  democratic  ele- 
ment, opening  to  everyone  a  vista  to 
the  most  absorbing  and  universal  ob- 
jects of  desire — ^huad,  power,  and  in- 
fluence both  spiritual  and  temporal. 
As  apractical  means  of  securing  edu- 
cation for  the  greatest  possible  num- 
ber, and  the  exclusion  of  iterance 
from  every  office  of  State,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  point  out  any  process 
by  which  these  ends  could  be  better 
secured,  or  more  successfully  appUed 
to  a  vast  population  extended  over  a 
territory  nearly  as  large  as  Europe. 
Selection  would  be  open  to  a  per- 
petual suspicion  of  favouritism,  and 
could  not  possibly  be  made  equally 
acceptable  to  the  people.  And  the 
competitive  examination  for  Hterary 
grades  and  honours  hv  no  means 
precludes  the  exercise  of  a  faculiy  of 
selection,  since  it  does  not  foUow 
even  in  theory  that  all  who  take  the 


first  or  8e:iO'UaVs  degree  are  equally 
fitted  for  office,  though  all  are  held 
to  be  eligible.  As  a  matter  of  &ct» 
vast  numbers  of  these  never  get 
office  or  take  any  higher  degree. 
But  the  Gazettes  give  curious  in- 
stances of  the  tenacity  and  per- 
severance with  which  the  hope  is 
nurtured  even  to  the  most  advanced 
age.  One  of  the  later  returns  gave 
the  follomng  results : — 

'Eaangsi  heads  the  list  with  a  Saihisai 
of  I02,  who  showed  his  vigour  not  onljbj* 
suocessfolly  braving  the  discomibrts  of  the 
examination,  but  by  his  erect  carriage  aid 
muscular  frame.  A  special  memoi^  was 
devoted  to  his  case,  and  he  will  no  doubt 
receive  some  very  distinguished  maA  ot 
Imperial  approbation.  Euangsi  can  also 
boast  of  a  candidate  of  91,  and  of  ten 
others  ranging  between  80  and  S6. 
Shantung  had  no  less  than  seventeen  above 
90,  and  fifty-three  between  80  and  90.  In 
Chekiang  there  were  four  over  90,  and 
fifteen  between  80  and  90.  Szechu^i  sent 
up  one  Sew-tsai  by  purchase  aged  91,  and 
ninety  others  whose  affes  ranged  between 
70  and  90.  And  lastly,  Hunan  had  the 
very  respectable  number  of  sixteen  candi- 
dates alx>ve  80,  but  not  reaching  90.  It  is 
rather  sad  to  consider  that  not  one  of  these 
two  hundred  and  eight  old  gentlemen*  the 
most  boyish  of  whom  was  70  at  least, 
succeeded  on  his  merits.  They  were  oU 
plucked !  But  Imperial  clemency,  more 
far-reaching  than  Royal  prerogative  in  less 
learned  countries,  steps  in  and  justifies  the 
good  old  copy-book  maxim — that  Persever- 
ance is  crowned  with  Success,  and  bestows 
<m  some  of  the  oldest  honorary  degrees. 
Hay  we  hope  that  they  find  some  compensa- 
tion in  these  for  so  many  triennial 
&iluree!' 

Ting-jih-chang,  who,  as  Governor- 
General  of  a  province,  has  reached 
the  highest  rank,  has  never  taken 
the  second  degree.  He  would 
prohably  insist  upon  the  suj^nor 
usefulness  of  practical  sagamtv  to 
any  amount  of  book  learning.  It  is 
very  much  the  same  argument  as 
goes  on  here  concerning  the  value 
of  classical  education.  Certain  it  is 
that  there  is  not  any  knowledge  of 
the  Chinese  or  the  Greek  and  Boman 
classics  which  will  either  give  or 
supply  the  place  of  sagaci^,  tact, 
courage — all  the  quaJities,  moral. 
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inteUeotnal    and    physical,    which 
make  able  rulers  of  men,    or    ad- 
ministrators. Neither  will  any  form 
of  competitiye  examination  hitherto 
deyiaed,  enable  examiners  to  deter- 
mine  in    what    proportion     these 
different  qualities  are  possessed  by 
the  candidates.    The  whole  theory 
ofj  competitiye  examination  there- 
fore resolyes  itself  into  a  question 
not  of  fitness  for  any  public  office  or 
employment,  but  of  ability  to  read 
and   write,    and    remember  what 
eertain  class  authors  haye  taught. 
Its  chief  merit  must  lie  in  two  re- 
sults— ^the    exclusion     of  the   ab- 
Bolntely  uneducated  and  ignorant, 
and  the  keeping  open  the  door  of 
admission,  if  not  of  adyancement,  in 
^  sendee  of  the  State  to  all  ranks, 
amrt  from  patronage.  It  does  effect 
mese  two  ends  to  a  yery  consider- 
able extent  in  China,  and  these  are 
•D  highly  prized  by  the  people,  that 
I  to  grant  to  a  proyince  for  any  ex- 
I  amination  an  additional  number  of 
degrees  to  be  competed  for,  is  held  to 
be  an  Imperial  reward,  for  large  con- 
tribations  to  the  needs  of  the  State. 
That  it  does  not  secure  any  yery  gen- 
eral range  of  ability  or  sagacity  to 
^  mling  classes  may  be  taken  as 
equally  certain  from  all  we  know  of 
Chinese  officials.     And  of  late  years 
there  haye  been  many  interlopers 
on  the  part  of  those  who  haye  been 
aUowed  to  purchase  office.     So  that 
a  Canton  or  a  Shanghae  merchant, 
if  saccessful  in  trade,  may  be  found 
among  the  Taontaes  with  a  large 
jurisdiction,      although     he     can 
neither  speak  with  any  correctness 
the  Mandarin  tongue  nor  write  it. 
Samqua,  one   of   the  old  Canton 
Hong  merchants,  was  Taontae  at 
Shanghae  in  yery  disastrous  times. 
He  was  an  example  of  a  yulgar  and 
wholly  uneducated  man,  who  pur- 
chased his  button    and    office  for 
100,000    taels — 3o,oooZ.  ;     and    of 
course  hoped  to  recoup  himself  as 
they  all  do  in  office — but  fortune 
was  against  him.    All  that  can  be 
said  in  conclusion  may  be  summed 


up  in  a  few  words.  The  principle 
which  each  successiye  dynasty  has 
ostensibly  acted  upon,  that  good 
goyemment  consists  in  the  advance- 
ment solely  of  ability  and  merit  to 
the  rank  and  power  of  official  posi- 
tion, can  scarcely  be  disputed.  The 
Chinese  in  all  ages  seem  to  haye 
thought  with  Plato,  that  bad  educa- 
tion is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of 
political  decay.  But  all  depends 
upon  what  is  considered  good  educa- 
tion. Is  it  mere  learning,  or  the 
cultiyation  and  deyelopment  in  due 
proportions  of  the  intellectual 
powers  and  the  moral  faculties? 
Habits  of  order,  self-denial,  and 
discipline,  cannot  be  excluded  in 
such  a  course.  But  the  Chinese  are 
content  to  test  the  progress  made 
in  the  Chinese  classics  and  nothing 
else,  except  a  power  of  composition, 
only  to  be  attained  by  years  of 
study,  and  a  knowledge  of  many 
thousand  characters,  as  well  as  the 
conyentional  style  of  the  learned. 
And  so  great  is  the  strain  oi  the 
preliminary  cramming  that  no  trien- 
nial period  passes  without  one  ov 
more  deaths  caused  by  exhaustion^ 
and  a  larger  number  of  suicides^ 
prompted  either  by  despair  of  suc« 
cess,  or  the  fear  of  failure.  The 
degrees  conferred  create  a  clasa 
of  Literati  constituting  the  only 
aristocracy  in  China,  ahd  they  be- 
come men  of  great  local  influence 
wherever  they  choose  to  settle  > 
down,  irrespective  of  property,  and 
whether  they  attain  office  or  not». 
The  holder  of  a  literary  degree,, 
even  the  lowest,  cannot  be  subjected, 
to  corporeal  punishment  or  be  sum- 
moned before  the  inferior  tribunals: 
like  other  subjects.  They  enjoy,, 
indeed,  many  priviWes  and  im- 
munities which  confer  personal 
distinction.  It  is  an  aristocracy  of 
letters,  &om  which  in  theory  all 
holders  of  office  are  exdusiyely 
taken.  But  inasmuch  as  there  is 
nothing  invidious  in  a  distinction 
accorded  to  education  alone,  the 
means  of  acquiring  which  is  open 
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to  all,  there  can  be  no  snch  heart- 
burnings and  sense  of  injarj  in  the 
popular  mind  as  we  see  exist  when 
a  privileged  class  in  other  countries 
monopoUse  State  officesand  honours. 
Even  the  ignorant  and  uneducated 
do  not  contend  that  a  country  should 
be  governed  by  men  of  that  class. 
There  is  a  general  if  not  universal 
feeling  that  only  the  intelligent  and 
the  most  capable  should  rule.     The 
old  Teuton  title  of  Koenig  or  Eling 
implied  this,  in  the  most  barbarous 
times.     The  least  intelligent  con- 
stituency are  persuaded  that  they 
can  only  be  fitly  represented  by 
educated    intelligence — by    reason 
and   superior  judgment — ^and  that 
only  the  possessors  of  these  can  be 
rightly  entrusted  with  the  guardian- 
Bhlp  of  the  State  and  authority  to 
rule.      In   China,   therefore,   it  is 
apparent  that  their  theory  of  selec- 
tion for  posts  of  authority  and  office, 
generally  through  personal  quali- 
ncatipns  alone,   to   be  determined 
hy  competitive  or    searching    ex- 
amination, tends  to  stimulate  the 
entire  nation  in  this  direction.     The 
poorest  cotter  or  working  man  will 
make  great    sacrifices  to  give  at 
least  one  of  his  sons  an  education 
which  may  enable  him  to  compete 
for  literary  honours.     And  he  re- 
mains contented  in  his  own  humble 
sphere,  knowing  that  the  path  of 
advancement  and  honour  is  open  to 
his  progeny — as  open  to  them  as  to 
the  eldest  son  of  the  first  Minister 
of  State.     It  is  difficult,  perhaps, 
adequately  to  measure  how  widely 
and  profoundly  this   sentiment  of 
equality,   in  the  best  and   largest 
sense  of  the  term,   influences  the 
whole  nation,  and  gives  to  every 
subject  of  the  Empire  an  interest  in 
maintaining    the    existing  institu- 
tions.    Every  family  certainly  feels 
this    interest,    for  there  are    few 
indeed  which  cannot  point  to  an 
ancestor    who  has    held  office  or 
achieved   distinction ;  or,   if  there 
be  no  such  descended  honour,  which 
has  not  some  son,  brother,  or  other 


connection,  about  to  try  their  fortune 
in  the  examinations,  animated  vrith 
a  sanguine  hope  of  success.  And  it 
is  a  remarkable  illustration  of  the 
general  indisposition  to  make  any 
fundamental  change  in  the  ^^yifttmg 
order  of  things — of  which  tiiis 
principle  is  the  comer-stone,  giving 
strength  and  stability  to  the  whok 
edifice, — that  during  the  great  Tai- 
ping  insurrection,  which  for  so  many 
years  convulsed  and  devastated  the 
provinces,  scarcely  an  instance 
occurred  of  an  educated  man  join- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  Insurgents. 
Although  they  counted  hundreds 
of  thousands  among  their  soldiers 
and  followers,  these  were  exclu- 
sively drawn  from  the  very  poorest 
and  chiefly  from  the  dangerous 
classes  which  exist  in  all  cities  and 
towns — ^men  already  in  a  state  of  out- 
lawry or  hostility  to  society.  Had 
any  considerable  following  of  the 
educated  been  at  any  time  secured, 
the  issue  would  in  all  probabiHfy 
have  been  very  difierent. 

A  principle  of  selection,  founded 
on  a  basis  so  thoroughly  popular 
and  democratic,  the  avowed  object 
of  which  is  to  secure  education  and 
cultivated  intelligence  in  all  the 
servants  of  the  State,  to  the  utter 
exclusion  of  ignorance,  may  well 
claim  respect  after  having  stood 
such  a  test  as  this  Taiping  rebellion. 
It  has  retained  through  some  twelve 
centuries  the  admiration  and  ad- 
hesion of  a  larger  nation  than 
exists  elsewhere  in  the  whole  world 
under  one  head,  with  a  common 
language,  origin,  and  religion.  Such 
a  result  is  the  more  remarkable, 
moreover,  when  we  remember  that 
in  this  period  there  have  been  many 
changes  of  dynasty  —  many  and 
long-protracted  insurrections,  re- 
bellions, and  civil  wars ;  but  no 
change  in  this  one  institution,  nor 
any  very  fundamental  changes  in 
any  other.  Its  vitality  and  stability 
have  further  withstood  all  the  disin- 
tegrating and  corroding  influence 
of  the  most  manifest  abuses  in  the 
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general  administration  of  the  Em- 
pire.    Offices  and  distinctions  sold 
openly  in   direct  violation  of   its 
leading  principle — bribery,  cormp- 
tion,  and    mismle  in  a    hundred 
forms ;  all  have  ^Eulod  to  make  any 
perceptible  impression.     And  thus, 
notr^-ithstanding  all  the  predictions 
and  vaticinations  of  foreign  observers 
as  to  the  obvious  efifeteness  of  the 
whole  Imperial  system,  I  venture 
to  think,  unless  foreign  disorganis- 
ing and    destroying   elements  are 
brought  to  bear,  that  China  may  yet 
survive  for  an  indefinite  period,  far 
exceeding  the  usual  term  of  Western 
communities    and  kingdoms,  as  it 
has  in   the   past.     How  much  of 
this    stability    and    enduring   vi- 
tality  may  be  fairly  attributed  to 
this  one   among  many  causes    of 
permanence  and  unchangeableness, 
I  will    not     pretend     to    decide. 
Among  these  causes  I  would  only 
enumerate  a  certain  tendency  of  all 
Asiatic  races  in  various  degrees  to 
immovability  and  an  indisposition  to 
change.     Rest,  repose,  and  fixity  of 
tenure,  with  a  dreamy  contempla- 
tiye  mode  of  existence  for  an  ulti- 
mate end,  all  specially  recommend 
themselves    to    the  Asiatic  stock. 
The  spirit  of  enterprise  and  restless 
seeking  after  something  new  which 
most  distinguish  the  people  of  Eu- 
ropean race  are  as  a  rule  thoroughly 
hateful    to    an  Asiatic — from    the 
Turk  on  the  Bosphorus,  the  Hindoo 
on  the  Granges,  or  the  Sons  of  Han 
on  the  banks  of  the  Yangtze.     As 
their  fathers  have  lived  before  them 
80  would  they  like  to  live,  striving 
for  and  desiring  nothing  better  or 
different — if  only  haply  they  might 
attain  by  constant  retrospection  as 
nearly  perfect  a  state.    No  doubt 
the  constant  contact  and  impulsive 
force  communicated    by   Western 
Mtions  in  their  eager  struggle  for 
trade  or  territory,  or  spiritual  and 
temporal  domination  beyond  their 
own  limits,  does  produce  a  certain 
commotion  even  among  the  lotus- 
eaters  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile. 


As  in  chemistry  the  mingling  of 
certain  decomposing  or  conflicting 
elements  will  produce  an  efferves- 
cent or  a  dissolvent  effect,  so  do  the 
ever-active,  never-resting  spirits  of 
Western  race  stir  up  and  break 
down  the  most  inert  of  the  Eastern 
empires — with  what  ultimate  result 
yet  remains  to  be  seen.  Something 
of  assimilation  in  character,  aims, 
and  religious  ideas  is  the  hope  of 
the  propagandists  and  civilisers, 
with  merchants  and  missionaries 
for  their  pioneers.  But  I  confess 
to  a  feeling  of  doubt  as  to  the  success 
of  any  efforts  now  making  in  that 
direction.  A  modus  vivendi  may  be 
established,  and  a  certain  wearing- 
down  of  the  sharper  angles  and 
lines  of  separation  may  in  time  be 
achieved.  More  than  this,  either  in 
the  present  or  many  successive 
generations,  seems  to  be  if  not  im« 
possible,  to  the  last  degree  impro- 
bable as  regards  China,  by  any 
methods  now  in  use. 

It  is  not  often  that  data  of  a 
statistical  or  financial  character 
appear  in  the  Gazette.  On  the 
collection  of  taxes  and  their  appro* 
priation  to  public  purposes,  showing 
either  the  total  amount  levied  in 
each  province,  or  the  proportion 
annually  sent  to  Peking  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Court,  and 
as  a  reserve  against  great  emer- 
gencies, the  most  painstaking  reader 
will  search  in  vain  for  available 
information.  Here  and  there  a 
memorial  or  a  decree  touches  upon 
the  subject  of  finance  and  fiscal 
administration  in  the  provinces. 
But  such  notices  generally  refer  to 
some  alarming  deficiency  or  great 
defaulter,  and  show  plainly  the 
absence  of  any  general  audit  at 
Peking  or  efficient  control  exercised 
from  thence  over  the  system  of 
taxation  in  the  Empire  and  the  fiscal 
administration  generally.  Both  are 
in  the  hands  of  mutually  indepen- 
dent proviri  cial  governments,  equally 
without  central  control  or  direct 
responsibility.     Taxation,  revenue, 
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expenditure,  these  three  cardinal 
elements  of  all  systematic  govern- 
ment, are  left  without  any  supreme 
direction  from  the  head  of  the  State 
or  the  Six  Boards  at  Peking — which 
are  supposed  to  take  cognisance  of 
all  national  concerns  in  so  many 
departments.  Hence  arises  a  want 
of  unity  andof  all  power  of  concentra- 
tion or  combination  when  any  great 
national  object  is  to  be  attained. 
Such  for  example  as  the  embank- 
ment of  the  Yellow  River ;  the  re- 
pairs of  the  Grand  Canal;  the 
suppression  of  a  rebellion,  or  the 
defence  of  the  Empire  against  a 
foreign  enemy.  Bach  province  of 
:the  eighteen  constituting  Cliina 
proper,  is  isolated  in  its  administra- 
tion. And  each  is  left,  as  a  rule, 
usingle-handed  to  deal  with  what- 
ever disasters  or  difficulties  may 
.arise  within  its  limits,  even  although 
these  may  be  such  as  to  involve 
both  national  and  Imperial  interests. 
.So  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  the 
great  Taiping  rebellion,  which  so 
nearly  put  an  end  to  the  present 
dynasty,  and  for  nearly  twenty 
years  devastated  all  the  wealthiest 
and  fairest  provinces  of  the  Empire. 
It  was  long  before  the  magnitude  of 
the  peril  led  to  some  departure 
from  this  theoretic  basis  of  inde- 
jKJndent  provincial  government. 
And  even  to  the  last  only  very  par- 
tial and  imperfect  efforts  were 
<niade  to  concentrate  all  the  power 
;;and  resources  of  the  Empire,  and 
hy  combined  operations  stamp  out 
•the  fire.  All  this  tended  to  show 
lio\v  disjointed  and  ineffective  was 
the  State  machinery;  and  the  ab- 
sence of  any  adequate  directing  and 
controlling  power  at  the  centre. 
The  Emperor  can  undoubtedly  send 
his  orders  to  each  of  the  eighteen 
proriuct»s,  and  the  several  Viceroys 
and  Governors  are  bound  by  their 
tenure  of  office  to  render  implicit 
obedience.  But  when  it  comes  to 
be  a  question  of  combination  and 
concentration  for  a  common  object, 
all  efforts  in  this  direction  seem  in- 


variably to  break  down — ^partfy 
from  provincial  jealousies  ;  rivalries 
among  so  many  Viceroys,  Tartar 
Generals  and  Governors — all  high 
officials  exercising  large  and  some- 
times conflicting  powers ; — partly 
also,  if  not  chiefly,  from  the  want 
of  any  solidarity  between  the  differ- 
ent provinces.  They  might  be  differ- 
ent kingdoms  for  any  recognition 
that  can  be  discerned  of  community 
of  interests  as  integi'al  parts  of  one 
empire  and  one  nation.  Why  one 
province  should  be  drained  of 
its  resources  and  impoverished 
because  another  on  their  borders 
needs  help,  never  clearly  appears  to 
the  administration  appealed  to. 
Possibly  there  may  be  a  suggestion 
that  the  neighbour  is  in  need  only 
from  some  great  incompetence  or 
malversation  on  the  part  of  those 
responsible  for  its  administration 
and  good  government.  Again,  each 
Governor- General  has  the  supreme 
command  of  all  the  armed  force  of 
his  province.  All  being  localised 
and  raised  within  its  borders  as  a 
kind  of  militia  rather  than  a  regular 
portion  of  an  Imperial  army,  and 
paid  for  out  of  the  provincial 
treasury,  it  is  easy  to  understand 
how  personal  ambitions  and  rival- 
ries should  often  create  insuperable 
obstacles  to  any  combined  strat^y 
or  unity  of  plan.  To  make  costly 
effort-s  in  men  and  money,  and  under- 
take grave  responsibilities  in  harass- 
ing or  frustrating  movements  by 
which  some  high  officer  in  another 
province  may  reap  all  the  glory  of 
a  victory  and  eclipse  all  rival  mag- 
nates in  personal  distinction  and 
power,  does  not  usually  commend 
itself  to  the  Chinese  mind  as  a  wise 
policy. 

The  Chinese  Empire,  it  will  thus 
be  seen,  is  no  better  than  a  loose 
confederation  of  eighteen  vast  States 
—  theoretically  amenable  to  a 
central  authonty  vested  in  the 
Emperor — but,  practically,  suffi- 
ciently independent  to  paralyse  all 
combined    action.      They    are    all 
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more  or  less  isolated  from  eacli 
oiimr  and  the  capital,  bj  separate 
interests  and  objects  of  desire,  both 
popular  and  administrative.  The 
whole  system  and  machinery  of  go- 
Temment  tend  to  favour  thiswantof 
ediesion  and  solidarity.  A  total 
change  in  both  would  be  required 
to  grive  real  centralisation,  or  any 
effective  control  and  unity  of  direc- 
tion to  the  central  power.  Not 
only  are  the  resources  of  the  country 
very  partially  called  out  and  very 
fll  applied,  but  so  far  as  they  are 
developed,  they  are  in  great  de- 
gree wasted  by  a  vicious  system  of 
taxation  and  a  still  more  vicious 
coUectorate.  The  universality  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  to  the  pro- 
fit of  grasping  officials,  ruins  tlie 
countiy  and  gives  it  up  to  pillage. 
The  armies  are  badly  paid  and  al- 
ways in  arrear.  The  whole  civil 
service  is  maintained  upon  merely 
nominal  salaries  and  starvation 
allowances.  Frequent  mutinies  and 
insurrections  naturally  follow,  while 
peculation  and  merely  perfunctory 
service  render  all  energetic  action  to 
arrest  such  evils  impossible. 

In  many  districts,  some  unfor- 
tunately in  which  Treaty  Ports  are 
situated,  as  at  Formosa  and  between 
Chaou-chow-foo  and  Swatow,  the 
authorities  are  openly  set  at  defiance 
by  associated  conmiunities ;  and  it 
is  notorious  that  in  the  latter,  com- 
prehending a  wide  sweep  of  terri- 
tory and  a  large  population,  no 
warrant  can  be  executed.  No  tax- 
gatherer  dare  show  his  face;  and 
lifthe  Viceroy  ever  ventures  to  send 
troops,  they  are  either  ignonai- 
niously  defeated,  or  by  the  aid  of 
hribeiy  Mid  treachery  combined, 
they  obtain  some  prisoners,  perhaps 
surprise  a  village,  and  then  return 
and  report  that  the  district  has 
been  reduced  to  order  ! 

It  was  in  this  locality  that  the 
iiffittr  of  the  Cockchafer's  boats  oc- 
curred in  1869,  which  created  so 
much  anxious  and  angry  comment 
in  England,  when  the  Commodore 


on  \he  station  took  the  matter  into 
his  own  hands  after  the  boats  had 
been  fired  on.  A  few  hours  sufficed 
to  t^ach  these  half-piratic  villages 
the  danger  of  molesting  foreigners, 
even  though  the  Chinese  anthori-* 
ties  were  powerless.  And  they  have 
respected  ihem  accordingly,  andbeen 
on  their  good  behaviour  ever  since. 
In  such  a  state  of  affairs,  and  in  a 
countiy  beyond  the  control  of  any 
central  power,  the  strict  applica- 
tion of  the  International  laws  ob- 
served between  European  States 
could  only  end  in  disaster  and 
another  war  of  redress.  A 
certain  range  of  discretionaiy 
power  must  be  held  inseparable 
from  such  an  office  as  that  of 
Foreign  Representative  in  Peking 
— if  not  in  all  Eastern  coutitries — 
and  provided  the  exercise  of  any 
power  beyond  that  contemplated 
by  the  formal  instructions  be  strictly 
regarded  as  involving  personal  re- 
sponsibility, and  the  necessity  for 
justification,  there  is  little  danger 
of  abuse.  Judging  from  much  in 
the  past,  what  danger  there  may 
be  would  seem  rather  to  be  in  the 
opposite  direction.  The  respon- 
sibility of  abstaining  from  action, 
witii  all  its  attendant  anxieties, 
when  a  Minister's  instructions  en- 
join abstinence  as  the  rule,  is  al- 
ways less  than  must  be  incurred 
by  the  opposite  course, — ^however 
ample  the  justification  which  the 
urgency  of  tho  danger  or  the  un- 
foreseen nature  of  the  circumstances 
might  afford.  In  China,  more  espe- 
cially, this  has  been  felt  of  late 
years  to  be  the  one  great  difficulty. 
How  to  reconcile  a  policy  of  absolute 
abstinence  from  all  local  action  in 
seeking  redress,  with  the  necessity 
of  securing  as  the  corresponding 
obligation  the  strict  observance  of 
Treaty  rights  P 

Here  is  a  Oazette  ^hich  concerns 
the  army  and  its  administration^- 
with  some  very  significant  revela- 
tions as  to  the  absence  of  all  pro« 
bity  in  the  higher  ranks* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


350 


The  '  PMi^  Gaxetu: 


[March 


LVlio^nieu^  (rovernor  of  Honan, 
denounces  a  General,  who,  he  re- 
quests, may  be  stripped  of  his  rank, 
because  he  ought  to  have  led  5,000 
men  against  the  rebels,  but  only- 
had  3,000,  appropriating  to  himself 
the  pay  of  the  other  2,000.  This, 
it  appears,  is  a  common  case,  but  we 
must  in  justice  admit  such  pecula- 
tion is  by  no  means  peculiar  to 
China.  We  have  heard  of  similar 
£EJsifications  of  army  returns  but 
very  lately  in  Countries  nearer  home. 

A  little  further  on  we  come  upon 
a  report  from  Tseng-hwo-fan^  a 
Governor- Greneral  of  two  provinces, 
who  has  already  been  introduced 
to  the  readers  of  this  journal 
among  the  Chinese  Statesmen  as 
the  writer  of  an  important  memo- 
rial on  the  revision  of  foreign 
Treaties.  He  announces  that  the 
money  in  the  province  of  Hunan 
not  beiug  sufficient  to  pay  the 
trained  bands,  the  latter  rebelled 
and  slew  their  officers  ;  and  reports 
that  he  has  investigated  the  case 
and  put  to  death  the  offenders.  The 
beheading  of  a  number  of  men 
may  be  taken  for  granted.  Whether 
guilty  or  innocent, — the  chief  of- 
fenders or  only  accessories  or  in- 
struments, is  not  so  clear.  But  he 
does  not  state  that  he  had  investi- 
gated the  first  causes  of  this  de- 
ficiency of  funds,  and  non-payment 
of  troops  which  led  to  the  mutiny. 
That  might  have  opened,  a  wide 
field  for  denunciation  and  judg- 
ment, not  free  from  danger  to  any  < 
official  entering  upon  it, — since  all 
into  whose  pockets  the  money  had 
gone  which  should  have  found  its 
|7ay  to  the  mihtary  chest  and  the 
soldier,  would  have  been  his  foes  in 
self-defence — and  their  name  would 
be  legion. 

Peculating  commanders  and  cow- 
ardly and  incompetent  officers  were 
not  the  only  difficulties  the  Govern- 
ment at  Peking  had  to  contend 
agamst  in  their  efforts  to  put  down 
the  Nien-feif  the  name  by  which 
the  rebels  or  brigands  in  the  last 


great  insurrection  in  the  Nortii 
were  distinguished.  The  report  of 
another  Censor  shows  that  those 
in  command  of  Imperial  troops  were 
sometimes  on  much  too  good  ternis 
with  the  common  enemy,  and  took 
care  not  to  infiict  too  much  damage 
on  each  other  by  any  Ferious  on- 
slaughts. As  long  as  the  country 
was  not  utterly  exhausted,  each 
party  made  a  good  thing  of  it,  and 
had  no  desire  to  see  ihe  struggle 
come  to  an  end— «  state  of  things 
vividly  recalling  the  wars  in  Italy 
in  the  middle  ages,  when  battles 
were  chiefly  fought  by  Free  corps 
and  foreign  mercenaries,  and  the 
tactics  on  both  sides  tended  to  pro- 
long, not  to  terminate  the  cam- 
paigns. As  a  rule  the  Imperial 
General  in  China  would  draw  pay 
from  the  provincial  treasuries  for 
twice  as  many  men  as  he  ever  took 
into  the  field  or  had  under  arms. 
Living  in  the  meanwhile  at  free 
quarters  with  those  he  had,  and 
paying  for  nothing,  there  was  little 
to  choose  between  rebels  and  Im- 
l>erialists.  As  far  as  the  unha^^y 
inhabitants  were  concerned,  both 
parties  were  equally  ruthless  and 
unscrupulous — plundering  the  vil- 
lages and  sacking  the  towns,  and 
then  setting  fire  to  them  as  a  means 
of  destroying  all  evidence  of  their 
marauding.  How  amicably  sudi 
matters  were  often  arranged  by  the 
two  contending  forces  may  be  seen 
by  the  following  Censor's  report 
which  appeared  in  the  Gazette  : — 

*  At  Chia-hsing-fu  in  Chekiang  a 
high  officer  has  been  on  constant 
good  terms  with  the  rebels;  so  much 
so  that  his  son  took  to  wife  a  lady 
from  among  the  insurgents,  and  the 
officer's  daughter  was  given  in 
marriage  to  a  rebel  chief.  More- 
over when  any  danger  threatened 
the  rebels  this  officer  invariably  let 
them  know  beforehand.'  The  Cen- 
sor goes  on  to  observe  that  this  is 
*a  most  undesirable  kind  of  offi* 
cial,'  and  prays  *that  the  Govemor- 
Greneral  may  search  into  the  faoiB 
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of  the  case.'  With  such  arrange- 
ments we  need  not  wonder  that  civil 
wars,  witli  Taipings,  Nien-fei,  and 
Mohammedans,  are  interminable. 

If  we  tnm  to  the  Gazette  for 
eyidence  of  the  state  of  the  civil 
administration  of  the  Empire  the 
information  obtained  is  not  more 
cheering. 

Many  telling  examples  of  malver- 
sation and  general  prevalence  of 
dishonesty  and  corruption  in  the 
public  offices  may  be  gleaned  ^m 
any  file  of  Qazettea  stretching  over 
a  few  months.  Here  is  one,  for 
example. 

A  Censor  announces  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty  the  result  of  the  ^vestiga- 
tion  of  the  state  of  the  granaries, 
lately  ordered.  A  deficiency  of  rice 
was  found  of  25,380  bushels.  The 
clerks  and  lower  officials  are  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Punishments,  and 
aha  case  of  the  Superintendent  is  to 
be  considered  by  the  same  Board. 
The  whole  number,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  are  in  the  meantime 
to  make  good  the  deficiencies. 

The  amount  of  corruption  and 
fraad  going  on  in  all  the  depart- 
ments,  and  more  especially  perhaps 
ia  these  granaries,  in  which  are 
stored  the  reserves  for  the  capital, 
is  great  and  unceasine.  Holding 
every  official  responsible  for  the 
deficiency  and  compelling  them  to 
make  it  good,  has  a  sort  of  rough 
justice  in  it.  But  unless  every  one, 
high  and  low,  participated  in  the 
offence  by  acts  of  omission  or  com- 
ouBsion,  it  must  bear  hardly  on 
some  who  may  be  innocent.  Per- 
baps  the  Government  knows  too 
wdl  that  there  are  no  such  persons 
connected  with  any  public  charge  in 
China.  But  it  takes  away  a  strong 
motive  for  honesty,  if  it  cannot  se- 
cure immunity.  Certainly  bribery 
and  corruption  are  the  rule,  and 
honesiy  the  exception.  The  other 
day  a  large  deficit  was  discovered 
ia  the  treasury  of  the  Palace  itself. 
Ingots  of  gold  and  silver*to  a  large 
*>&oant  had  been  removed. 


To  return  to  the  rice  :  we  find 
somewhat  further  on,  that  the  Board 
of  Revenue  pray  the  prohibition 
formerly  existing  against  the  trans- 
port of  rice  from  one  port  to  an- 
other in  junks  may  be  taken  ofi" — 
rice  being  cheap  in  the  south  and 
dear  in  the  north.  And  the  follow- 
ing day  the  officers  appointed  to 
investigate  the  dilapidated  state  of 
public  granaries  send  in  their  re- 
port, which  states  that  the  House- 
hold Board  complain  that  the  supply 
of  rice  for  the  Imperial  family  ia 
insufficient. 

The  rice  supply  is  a  large  question 
and  an  important  one  for  Peking. 
Not  only  does  the  population  draw 
its  whole  supply  fr^m  the  southern 
provinces — millet  and  Indian  com 
alone  being  grown  in  the  vast  plains 
surrounding  the  capital — but  the 
Grand  Canal  having  been  allowed 
to  get  out  of  repair,  the  fleet  of 
grain  junks  employed  in  the  trans- 
port of  grain  have  become  useless, 
and  the  supply  has  been  brought 
by  sea,  latterly  by  foreign  steamers,  as 
cheaper  in  the  end,  as  well  as  more 
swift  and  certain.  The  amount  of 
deterioration  and  robbery  to  which 
the  Government  was  subject  while 
the  rice  tribute  was  en  route,  and  as 
it  was  being  stored  in  the  granaries, 
,and  afterwards  as  long  as  any  re- 
mained to  be  pillaged,  might  well 
cause  a  deficiency  for  the  Imperial 
family — which,  however,  means,  no 
doubt,  for  the  whole  Court  and  the 
Bannermen,  who  are  paid  in  rice> 
and  short  paid  as  a  rule.  The 
wretched  and  dilapidated  state  of 
the  granary  buildings  are  but  apt 
iypes  of  the  dilapidation  and  malver- 
sation within.  A  short  residence  in 
China  is  enough  to  carry  conviction 
that  it  is  worth  any  pecuniary 
sacrifice  in  the  way  of  liberal  sala- 
ries to  ensure  honesiy.  Without 
this  the  best  devised  system  of  go- 
vernment and  administration  comes 
to  a  dead  lock,  and  all  the  resources 
of  an  empire  run  to  waste  and  con- 
fusion. 
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We  bave  seen  that  the  supply  of 
rice  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Tartar  garrison,  the  Court,  and  the 
population  at  Peking,  is  a  constant 
source  of  anxiety,  not  so  much  from 
any  paucity  of  grain  or  means  of 
transport,  as  from  the  dishonesty 
of  all  the  officials  concerned  in  i^ 
transport  and  storage.  This  is  a 
perennial  source  of  trouble.  Short 
weight  is  constantly  given,  and 
fraudulently  made-up  wei«^ht  by 
watering  the  rice  to  make  up  defi- 
ciencies by  robbery  is  perhaps  still 
more  common.  Then  again  the  sub- 
stitution of  inferior  qualities  for 
food,  frequently  is  connived  at. 
'heso  are  a  few  of  the  deteriora- 
tions to  which  the  Imperial  grain 
is  subject,  both  on  its  way  to  Pe- 
king and  in  the  granaries  there 
when  stored  for  use.  Of  course  the 
rice  when  damped  begins  to  fer- 
ment and  spoil.  Then  it  is  reported 
upon  and  condemned,  by  which  act 
all  defalcations  are  covered.  In  the 
end  the  food  supply  is  lost,  and  a 
number  of  officials,  high  and  low, 
have  managed  to  rob  the  revenue 
and  enrich  themselves  at  the  Go- 
vernment expense.  When  a  more 
serious  defect  than  usual  cannot  be 
adequately  met  by  qualified  mea- 
sures of  this  nature,  it  is  shrewdly 
suspected  that  an  opportune  con- 
flagration and  total  destruction  of 
one  or  two  blocks  of  granaries, 
situated  along  the  banks  of  the 
canal  at  Peking,  may  make  all 
straight,  besides  otherwise  benefit- 
ing trade,  to  the  encouragement  of 
contractors,  builders,  Ac.  These 
are  only  some  among  the  minor 
mischiefs  resulting  from  a  universal 
state  of  disorder  and  want  of  honesiy 
in  all  the  departments  of  the  State, 
civil  and  military.  Wherever  loy- 
alty and  patriotism  have  no  place 
in  the  popular  mind,  and  the  public 
service  of  a  country  ceases  to  affi^rd 
means  of  subsistence  adequate  to 
the  position  which  the  employes  are 
expected  to  maintain,  corruption 
and  peculation  are  the  invariable 


consequences,  and  honesty  ceases  to 
be  a  qualification  for  office.  When 
such  a  state  of  things  has  been  ar- 
rived at,  no  virtues  civil  or  military 
can  be  expected  long  to  survive.  In 
some  instanceis,  as  in  ancient  Borne, 
and  the  more  warlike  Eastern 
Empires  —  Assyrians,  Medes,  and 
Persians — ^the  military  virtues  have 
Survived  a  certain  period,  and  suf- 
ficed to  uphold  the  power  of  the 
State,  and  even  to  crown  it  with  an 
evanescent  glory  of  conquest  and 
pride.  But  sooner  or  later,  wanting 
in  any  solid  foundation  of  national 
virtue,  the  whole  crumbles  in  the 
dust.  After  a  longer  or  shorter 
interval  of  disaster  and  decadaice, 
another  and  a  better  organisation 
may  arise ;  but  the  Medes  and  Per- 
sians, or  the  peoples  that  now  repre- 
sent them,  are  not  hopeful  examples. 
In  the  present  case  it  becomes  a 
curious  question  how  long  a  great 
empire,  with  such  a  population  as 
China  is  known  to  possess,  can  be 
maintained  under  such  conditions 
of  misrule  and  disorganisation.  It 
has  been  very  truly  observed  that  it 
is  not  by  accident  that  floods  and 
pestilence  have  hitherto  mailed  in 
China  the  downfall  of  dynasties. 
When  considering  the  injurious 
effects  of  an  insufficiently  paid  pub- 
lic service,  it  is  necessary  to  carry 
our  view  beyond  the  more  imme- 
diate consequences — want  of  zeal 
and  honesty  in  the  servant,  and  mal- 
administration both  in  matters  fiscal 
and  judicial,  which  are  the  first  evil 
effects  upon  the  people — to  the  ul- 
terior and  r(ifiex  action  of  these 
abuses.  A  striking  example  of  this 
was  given  a  short  time  ago  in  the 
report  of  a  trial  by  jury  which  took 
place  in  Italy ;  where  a  receiver  of 
Customs'  dues  appeared  before  the 
Court  of  Assize  at  Udine,  charged 
with  having  defrauded  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  sereral  thousand  francs. 
There  was  no  doubt,  we  are  told, 
about  the  fraud — nor  did  the  ac- 
cused deify  it,but  pleaded  distress  and 
his  intention  to  restore  the  money 
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as  soon  as  he  should  be  able.  His 
oonnsel  contented  himself  with  at- 
tacking the  administrative  system 
of  the  kingdom,  which  he  declared 
had  driven  the  prisoner  at  the  bar 
to  the  necessity  of  committing  the 
crime.  Apparently,  as  we  are  told 
by  the  correspondent  of  the  Times^ 
who  fives  these  details,  he  con- 
vinced the  jury  of  the  culpability 
of  the  system,  for  the  fraudulent 
fionctionary  was  acquitted.  Pre- 
cisely such  a  verdict  might  be  ex- 
pected in  China  if  their  jurispru- 
dence admitted  of  trial  by  jury.  So 
convinced  are  the  Chinese  people  of 
the  impossibility  of  obtaining  honest 
and  efficient  service  with  salaries 
that  do  not  supply  the  necessary 
means  of  existence,  that  they  think 
it  no  discredit  to  an  official  if  he 
pays  himself  from  public  funds 
or  taxes  which  he  collects,  or  accepts 
fees  and  douceurs  in  the  discbarge 
of  his  duties.  In  a  word,  peculation 
witliin  certain  bounds,  and  not  in- 
volving inordinate  hardship  or 
wrong  on  individuals,  is  not  con- 
sidered a  punishable  offence.  They 
do  not  80  much  object,  as  the 
late  Consul  Meadows  truly  re- 
marked in  his  Orifjinal  Notes,  to 
magistrates  and  other  officials  sell- 
ing justice,  and  making  the  clients 
pay  for  it  in  various  degrees.  They 
only  protest  when  he  soils  ivjwttice^ 
and  gives  for  pecuniary  considera- 
tions an  iniquitous  or  unrighteous 
decision.  Justice  they  would  wil- 
lingly enough  purchase  by  a  some- 
what slippery  scale  of  fees  and 
bribes.  Thus  there  enters  into  the 
popular  mind  a  tolerance  for  bri- 
bery, corruption,  and  peculation  in 
the  abstract,  which  saps  the  foun- 
dation of  all  moral  principle  as  re- 
gards truth  and  honesty,  demoral- 
ising alike  to  rulers  and  subjects. 
How  this  operates  with  the  former 
we  have  an  instance  in  the  following 

It  reads  only  as  a  simple  an- 
Bonncement,  that  one  ^CMarng-yuUf 
formerly  Governor  of  Kwantung, 


is  ordered  to  be  Chief  Judge  in 
Shansi.'  But  supplementing  this 
with  information  otherwise  ac- 
quired, and  known  to  hundreds,  if 
not  thousands,  that  this  said  Chiangs 
yi-li  at  a,  previous  date  had  beoDi 
degraded  for  embezzlement,  it  is 
conclusive  evidence  that  this  is  no 
disqualification  for  a  Judge  in 
China,  to  whom  is  confided  the 
administration  of  the  law  over  wide 
districts  numbering  their  inhabi-. 
tants  by  millions,  and  whose  liberty, 
as  well  as  lives  and  property,  are  at 
his  mercy.  If  this  gpreat  and  nearly 
irresponsible  power  is  too  oppres- 
sively abused,  an  insurrection  be- 
comes the  only  resource  of  the 
oppressed.  A  magistrate's  yam^n 
is  pillaged  or  pulled  down,  and  its 
occupant,  if  he  has  not  escaped 
before  the  mob  reaches  his  resi- 
dence, is  lynched  on  the  spot.  A 
despotism,  tempered  by  insurrec- 
tion, is  not  altogether  the  best  go- 
vernment that  can  be  conceived 
even  for  an  Asiatic  race.  Such, 
however,  has  been  the  established 
order  of  society  throughout  Asia 
from  the  beginning,  and  still  con- 
tinues to  be  the  prevailing  system. 

Several  memorials  and  decrees 
have  been  given  already,  afford- 
ing curious  and  undoubted  evi- 
dence of  the  general  disorder  into 
which  the  Empire  has  faUen,  and 
the  all  but  univei*sal  prevalence  of 
corruption  and  malversation  in 
every  form,  extending  theii*  baneful 
influence  through  every  service  and 
department.  Before  proceeding  to 
analyse  such  evidence  as  the  Oazetie 
supplies  in  reference  to  those  at 
least  of  the  more  prevailing  causes 
of  this  deplorable  state  of  decadence, 
it  may  be  well  to  give  a  few  more 
examples,  throwing  light  on  the 
administration  of  justice,  the  work- 
ing of  the  fiscal  system,  and  the 
reaction  of  the  abuses  in  both 
upon  the  social  and  moral  habits  of 
the  people. 

The  Yellow  River  has  from  time 
immemorial  been  a  source  of  trouble 
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and  anxiety  to  the  rulers  and  people 
of  China  alike.  This  has  gained  for  it 
in  popular  estimation  a  very  poetical 
title  in  allusion  to  its  frequently  re- 
curring inundations, — its  migratory 
habits  often  changing  its  course, 
and  spreading  devastation  far  and 
wide,  *  China's  Sorrow,'  is  the 
common  name  given  to  it,  and  well 
it  seems  to  have  earned  it  both  in 
past  and  present  times.  Formerly, 
however,  some  of  the  most  energetic 
of  the  Emperors  devoted  much  care 
and  attention  to  the  measures  ne- 
cessary to  embank  and  keep  it 
within  bounds ;  whereas  now  these 
works  have  shared  in  the  general 
ruin.  Certain  dues  or  taxes  are  set 
aside  by  law  to  meet  the  ever-recur- 
ring expenses  necessary  to  keep  in 
repair  the  vast  embankments,  and 
special  officers  of  high  rank  are  ap* 
pointed  whose  sole  duty  is  to  seek 
the  proper  application  of  such  funds. 
But  the  old  Roman  difficulty  has 
arisen  —  *  Quis  custodiet  custodes  ? ' 
and  as  a  matter  of  course,  a  very 
small  proportion  is  expended  on  the 
embankments.  Great  disasters  are 
constantly  occurring  from  want  of 
repairs,  and  then  there  appears  an 
equally  sweeping  condemnation  of 
all  the  officials  of  the  province,  in 
the  Gazette,  of  which  the  following 
jDAj  serve  as  a  specimen : — 

*Su-ting-kwei,  Governor- General 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Yellow 
River,  denounces,  and  requests  to 
be  stripped  of  rank,  every  official, 
civil  and  military,  at  Shanguan,  in 
Honan,  for  allowing  the  river  there 
to  bui'st  its  banks  and  overflow  the 
country.' 

By  the  latest  news  from  China 
we  hear  of  very  disastrous  floods  in 
Pecheli,  the  province  in  which 
Peking  is  situated,  from  the  giving 
way  of  the  embankments  of  the 
Tung  -  Hfig  -  ho,  a  river  running 
through  the  province  into  the  Gulf 
of  Pecheli,  but  far  north  of  the 
Yellow  River.  These  floods  have 
destroyed  the  means  of  living  of  a 
large  population,  the  effects  of  which 


will  be  felt  far  beyond  the  imme- 
diate scene  of  disaster.  Now,  as 
heretofore,  however,  there  is  Kttlc 
hope  of  any  serious  attempt  to  in- 
vestigate the  real  origin  or  the  ex- 
tent of  the  calamity.  This  want  of 
energy  in  the  central  Gk»vemment 
in  redressing  the  evils  under  which 
the  Empire  groans,  and  fjeulure  to 
take  effective  steps  of  a  preventive 
nature  to  avert  these  periodical  and 
devastating  floods,  fraught  witli  ruin 
to  so  many  millions,  tend  more  to 
undermine  the  stability  of  the  cen- 
tral Government,  and  bring  the 
present  dynasty  into  contempt,  than 
any  want  of  capacity  or  efficient 
action  in  other  directions.  The  Chi- 
nese as  a  nation  are  long-suffering 
and  patient,  besides  being  like  all 
Asiatics  fatalists  in  creed.  More 
than  this,  however,  they  are 
most  painstaking,  industrious,  and 
thrifty ;  and  like  all  people  so  dis- 
tinguished, they  are  a  peace-loving 
race.  So  long  as  there  is  a  mode- 
rate degree  of  security  for  life  and 
property,  they  manifest  a  degree  of 
tolerance  for  abuses  and  bad  go- 
vernment which  is  simply  marvel- 
lous. For  this  reason  among  others, 
they  are  the  most  easily  governed 
of  nations.  A  small  modicuna  of 
justice  and  wisdom  in  their  rulers 
will  sufficiently  leaven  the  whole 
corrupt  mass  of  administrative 
wrong-doing  to  keep  the  people 
quiescent.  But  nothing  can  be 
more  disheartening  than  the  un- 
practical  spirit  with  which  these 
national  calamities  are  treated, 
unless  it  be  the  equally  apparent 
absence  of  all  true  sympathy  with 
the  sufferings  of  the  people  on  the 
part  of  the  rulers,  whose  short- 
comings are  among  the  principal 
causes  of  both  floods  and  insurrec- 
tions which  so  incessantly  devastate 
the  country.  No  better  evidence 
can  be  required  than  the  Peking 
Gazette,  of  the  truth  of  this  conclu- 
sion. While  page  on  page  each  week 
is  filled  with  nonsensical  and  absurd 
announcements,  great  disasters,  in- 
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volving  the  lives  and  property  of 
thoasands,  and  the  means  of  suste- 
nance for   millions^   are    cnrsorily 
allnded   to   and   briefly   dismissed 
with   a  decree  of  degradation  on 
all   the    officials    of  the  province 
afflicted,  which,  if  often  deserved, 
has  nevertheless  no  sure  foundation 
of  justice  based  upon  enquiry  and 
conviction  of  real  neglect  or  inca- 
pacity.    The  Chinese  people  may 
sigh  in  vain  for  a  native  ruler  like 
Yii,  the   great  engineering  prince, 
who  first    embanked    the  Tellow 
Biver,  and  devised  means  for  pro- 
tecting   the    surrounding   country 
from  its  inundations.    But  in  .his 
de&ult^  is  there  any  reason  why  the 
Government  should  not  have   re- 
course to  the  engineering  skill  and 
science   of  the  West?     The  utter 
inaptitude  of  all  who  influence  the 
councils   of   the  present  youthful 
occupant  of  the  throne  in  China  is 
nowhere  more  manifest  than  in  their 
impotent  tolerance  of  evils  so  disas- 
trous and  widespread,  and  their  sto- 
lid disregard  of  such  obvious  means 
ofprovidmgaremedy.   Nor  can  they 
plead  ignorance  or  disbelief  of  the 
power  of  Western  nations  to  furnish 
them  with  means  adequate  to  their 
need.    The  prompt  and  thorough 
manner  in  which  they  have  availed 
themselves  of  European  skill  and 
science  to  create    naval    arsenals 
and  docks  and  iron  ships,  sufficiently 
demonstrates  the  hollowness  of  such 
a  plea  of  ignorance  or  want  of  trust 
in  the  efficacy  of  European  agen-. 
cies.     But  a    still  more  striking 
answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  forei^ 
Inspectorate  of  the  Imperial  Mari- . 
time  Customs.    Kor  is  there  any- 
thing more  curious,  or  more  in- 
structive,   than     the    origin    and 
growth  of  this  establishment.     It 
was  some  twenty  vears  ago,  when 
aH  Chinese  authority  was  in  abey- 
ance;   when   the    Custom   House 
had  been  levelled  with  the  ground, 
and   the    Imperial    officers     were 
wholly  unable  either  to  collect  their 
dues  on  foreign  trade,  or  affi)rd  it  the 
needful  protection — that  a  British 


consul  conceived  the  idea  of  pro- 
viding a  remedy  against  the  pre- 
vailing evils.     To  meet   the   first 
danger,  the  foundations  were  laid 
for  a  Municipal  Government,  to  be 
entirely  maintained  by  the  foreign 
community,  for  defensive,  sanita^, 
and  police  purposes  generally.  And 
for  the  second  uuadministration  of 
the  Customs  was  devised  for  levying 
duties  on  foreign  trade  under    a 
foreign  Inspectorate  sanctioned  by 
the  Treaty  Powers,  and  holding  at 
the   same  time  the  necessary  au- 
thority from  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment.    These  two  improvised  mea- 
sures originated    in    a    period   of 
danger  and  confusion,  but  they  not 
only    answered    their     immediate 
purpose,  but  have   taken  root   in 
the  soil  of  China.     Thejr  are  now 
become   permanent  institutions  of 
inestimable  value,  not  only  to  the 
ever-changing  European  population 
of  this  centre  of  foreign  trade— 
the  hgrgest  indeed  after  Calcutta, 
east  of  the   Cape — ^but  to   China 
itsel£     The  Inspector-Gteneral,  Mr. 
Hart,  is  a  British  subject,  as  was 
his  predecessor,  and  all  the  prin- 
cipal posts  are   filled   imder    him 
by  foreigners  of  diflferent  nationali- 
ties,  but  all,  the  Inspector-General 
inclusive,  are  the  paid  servants  of 
the  Chinese  Government,  appointed 
and  dismissed  by  them  at  their  own 
pleasure.     They  simply  import  into 
their  service  for  a  special  depart- 
ment those  elements  of  honesty-  and 
vigour  which  could  not  be  obtained 
from  native  sources.     And  it  is  not 
the  least  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  system  that  it  works  with  equal 
advantage  to  the  Chinese   revenue 
and  the  foreign  trade. 
.  Nor  have  the  benefits  of  this  or- 
ganisation of  the  Customs    on    a 
foreign  foundation  been  limited  to 
the  more  immediate  results  above 
indicated.   Under  the  energetic  and 
intelligent  direction  of  the  present 
head  of  the    department,    all   the 
Treaty  Ports,  and  the  whole  line  of 
coast  from  Newchwang  to  Hainan^ 
some   1,500  miles  in    exteni^   are 
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alreedy  in  great  part  provided  witli 
the  most  modem  appliances  of 
science  for  aafy  navigation.  Light- 
ships, light-honses,  beacons,  and 
buoys  are  yearby  year  being  supplied 
at  great  cost,  and  on  the  most  en- 
lightened plans.  There  is  much  to 
amend,  no  doubt,  in  China.  The 
heart  is  sick  and  the  whole  head  is 
sore.  But  nevertheless  there  is  both 
strong  vitality  and  powers  of  coher- 
ence in  the  Empire. 

The  entire  system  is  at  fietult 
which  places  an  officer  in  charge  of 
great  engineering  works  with  no 
better  training  than  the  four  books 
of  Confucius,  or  the  metaphysics 
of  Mencius  can  supply ;  and  the 
competitive  examination  for  office, 
of  which  we  have  heard  so  much 
laudation,  provides  nothing  better. 
With  utterly  insufficient  pay  and 
universal  corruption,  and  peculation 
as  a  necessary  consequence,  super- 
added to  the  primary  want  of  any 
rational  training  or  eancation^what 
wonder  is  it  that  all  public  works  Ml 
into  decay,  and  all  public  ^nds  are 
misapplied  and  only  go  to  the  en- 
richment of  their  collectors  and  ad- 
ministrators, Ivhile  the  whole  Empire 
is  falling  into  a  state  of  decay,  a  prey 
to  chronic  insurrections  and  general 
disorder?  In  the  autumn  of  1868 
a  series  of  victories,  mainly  achieved 
by  Id-Htmg-chang^a  crafty  combina- 
tions for  driving  the  main  body  of 
the  Nien-fei  into  a  peninsula  and 
then  drowning  them  by  turning  a 
river  course  and  inundating  the 
only  ground  they  could  occupy,  at 
last  gave  some  hope  of  rest  and 
peace.  But  five  years  have  now 
elapsed  and  still  no  sensible  pro- 
gress towards  improved  govern- 
ment can  be  discovered.  When 
Li-Hwng^chwng  announced,  in  a 
memorial  published  in  the  Crazette^ 
that  ^  Ohang-tstmg'yii,  the  noted 
leader  of  the  Nien-fei,  did  really 
meet  his  death  by  drowning,'  His 
Majesty  published  in  the  Gazette 
that  he  was  *  exceedingly  reioiced; ' 
as  well  he  might  be,  seeing  that  said 
Nien-fei,  as  he  observes,  *  had  been 


disturbing  Pecheli  and  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces  for  seventeen 
years,  causing  muoh  loss  to  the 
people  thereby.'  But  since  then 
there  have  been  other  risings  in 
the  west  and  the  south;  and  in 
fine  an  unceasing  protest  against 
misrule  and  incapacity,  in  the  stereo- 
typed form  of  insurrection  ever 
since. 

The  only  direction  in  which  any 
evidence  of  vigour  has  been  shown, 
as  already  remarked,  is  in  the  crea- 
tion of  dockyards  and  an  iron  fleet, 
with  the  newest  improvements  in 
machinery  and  artillerv.  This  or- 
ganisation of  a  naval  K>rce  capable 
of  engaging  and  offbring  serious 
resistance  to  the  ironclad  fleets  of  a 
foreign  Power,  and  the  ready  adop- 
tion of  all  Western  improve- 
ments, and  foreigners  to  aid  in  the 
organisation,  is  an  important  ^t. 
A  writer  in  the  Neto  York  Times^ 
not  long  ago,  in  an  amusing  article 
headed  'The  Test  of  Civilisation,' 
stoutlv  contends  that  the  only  rea- 
son why  the  European  has  revised  to 
admit  the  civilisation  of  the  China- 
man is  the  &ct  that  when  engaged 
in  war  with  Western  nations  the 
Chinese  have  proved  scarcely  more 
formidable  than  the  timid  natives 
of  Australia  or  Polynesia.  He  goes 
on  with  a  grim  numour  to  ob- 
serve 

That  a  great  empire,  with  almost  un- 
limited fands,  and  an  enormous  number  of 
men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  of  whose  in- 
diTidnu.  bravery  and  contempt  of  death 
there  is  abundant  proof^  should  prove  so 
teeble  in  war,  has  convinced  their  enemies 
that  the  Chinese  are  little  better  than  naked 
barbarians.  Had  the  Chinese  beaten  French 
and  English  troops  in  the  field,  there  would 
have  been  an  end  of  the  shallow  talk  of 
Chinese  semi-civilisation. 

Now  the  creation  of  a  powerfiil  Chinese 
fleet,  propelled  by  steam,  nrotectad  by 
armour,  and  provided  with  the  best 
European  arms,  handled  by  crews  drilled 
after  the  system  of  European  navies,  is  not 
only  a  step  that  will  go  far  toward  con- 
vincing Europeans  that  the  Chinese  are 
dvilisM,  but  is  a  matter  full  of  interest  and 
importance  to  the  civilised  world.  The 
weakness  of  China  in  war  has  been  due 
solely  to  the  want  of  fleets  and  armies 
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eqatl  in  drill  and  equipments  to  those  of 
her  adyersaries.  Since  she  has  shown  that 
she  appreciates  the  necessity  of  ezchacgiog 
the  junk  for  the  ironclad,  we  mav  expect 
to  see  the  archer  and  the  matchlock-man  of 
the  Imperial  Army  superseded  by  infantry 
armed  with  breech-loaders,  and  artillery 
equipped  with  rifled  cannon.  The  successes 
achiered  in  the  Taiping  rebellion  by  the 
small  bodies  of  Chinese  troops  organised 
after  the  European  model,  and  commanded 
by  Ward,  Burgevine  and  Gordon,  afford 
abundant  evidence  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
Chinese  soldiers  when  properly  armed  and 
led.  The  reorganisation  of  the  army  will 
undoubtedly  follow  the  reorganisation  of 
the  fleet,  and  when  this  shsdl  haye  been 
thoroughly  accomplished,  China  will  be  the 
most  powerful  militanr  £mpire  on  the 
g^obe.  With  her  countless  population,  she 
will  be  able  to  put  ten  men  in  the  field  for 
erety  one  man  that  Germany  or  Prussia  can 
zaise,  and  can  furnish  these  men  with  their 
shnple  rations  of  rice  at  probably  a  teuth  of 
the  outlay  that  each  European  soldier  costs 
his  GroTernment. 

The  Chinese  are  so  essentially  an  agri- 
enhural  and  trading  people  that  no  schemes 
of  conquest  need  be  expected  from  them. 
Were  China,  however,  in  a  condition  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  her  possessions,  to 
enforce  her  nomintd  authority  over  the 
tribes  of  Tartary,  and  to  check  the  tide  of 
Bussian  conquest  now  flowing  eastward 
through  Bokhara — all  of  which  she  is  fully 
eapable  of  accomplishing,  so  soon  as  she 
possesses  an  army  as  well  equipped  as  her 
new  fleet  promises  to  be — we  should  no 
longer  hear  of  the  semi-civilised  Chinaman, 
and  the  arrested  development  of  the  Chinese 
intellect.  We  liave  contemptuously  ignored 
the  civilisation  of  the  people  who  flrst 
fbonded  a  civil  service  upon  competitive 
examinations,  who  invented  gunpowder  and 
the  mariner^s  compass,  who  clotiied  Europe 
in  silks,  and  povided  her  with  porcelain 
inure  from  which  to  drink  Chinese  tea ;  but 
we  shall  instantly  admit  her  claim  to  be 
eaQed  civilised  the  moment  that  she  de- 
monstrates her  ability  to  kill  men  in  a 
sdentiflc  manner.  So  true  it  is  that  the 
nodem  test  of  civilisation  is  the  efficiency 
of  a  nation's  breech-loaders. 

It  is  impossible  to  denj  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in 
this  statement,  overcharged  though 
it  he  in  some  respects.  It  may  jet 
be  some  time  before  the  Chinese 
Qoremment  can  bring  itself  to  the 
neoessarj  effort  to  organise  an  army 
on  the  same  principle  and  on  a  still 
larger  scale  than  its  navy.  But  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  to  assume 


that  China  may  not  gird  up  its  loins 
and  start  in  that  direction.  At  the 
same  time,  we  at  least  need  not 
regret  such  policy.  It  is  possible 
that  the  first  aim  of  the  present 
rulers  would  be  to  obtain  suflficient 
strength  to  assert  their  indepen- 
dence, and  either  eject  the  foreigners 
from  their  soil,  or  dictate  to  the 
Powers  which  have  hitherto  only 
imposed  their  own  terms,— on  what 
conditions  of  reciprocity  and  inde- 
pendence commerce  and  interna- 
tional relations  shall  be  maintained. 
Schemes  of  territorial  conquest  on 
the  Russian  side,  and  of  missionary 
propagandism  of  an  Ultramontano 
type,  might  both  be  effectually 
checked; — and  British  merchants 
might  even  find  it  necessary 
to  carry  on  their  trading  opera- 
tions under  conditions  &lling  short 
of  absolute  control  over  all  the 
internal  taxation,  and  without  ex- 
territorial rights  in  the  interior, 
or  on  the  inland  waters  of  the  Em- 
pire. Yet  there  would  be  various 
compensations.  The  Grovemment 
of  China  would  find  it  necessary, 
if  they  wanted  to  put  a  million  of 
men  under  arms  on  any  system  of 
European  organisation  and  equip- 
ment, to  have  command  not  only  of 
a  great  many  millions  sterling  for 
the  first  ouiJay,  but  a  steady  and 
reliable  revenue,  &r  exceeding  any 
they  have  ever  possessed.  To  obtain 
this  they  must  reorganise  their 
whole  system  of  administration, 
political  and  fiscal ;  and  this  they 
cannot  do  without  having  recourse, 
as  in  the  re-casting  of  their  Mari- 
time Customs,  to  foreigners,  and  a 
very  large  admixture  of  the  foreign 
element  in  persons  and  in  things — 
that  is,  ideas,  system,  and  adminis- 
trators must  chiefly  be  drawn  from 
the  West,  and  more  or  less  as- 
similated with  what  is  essentially 
Chinese.  The  necessity  of  such 
foreign  admixture  and  fusion  is  the 
sure  guarantee  that,  when  effected, 
the  desire  would  no  longer  remain 
to  make  such  use  of  the  instruments 
when  forged  to  their  hand. 
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Two  Kinds  of  Discontent. 

38.  A  BASE  and  selfish  discontent 

From  hell  is  sent; 
A  nohle  discontent  is  given 
Direct  from  heayen; 
That,  cowardice  and  low  desire 

Pill  with  unrest; 
Thds,  the  soul's  longings  that  aspire 
To  find  the  Best. 


Aqaikst  Impatibnce. 

29.  Be  not  impatient,  0  Soul ; 

Thou  movest  on  to  thy  goal. 
Be  not  full  of  care ; 
In  the  Universe  thou  hast  thj  share. 
Be  not  a&aid,  but  trust ; 
Thou  wilt  su£fer  nothing  unjust. 


30.  I  know  not  if  it  may  be  mine 

To  add  a  song,  a  verse,  a  line, 
To  that  fair  treasure-house  of  wit, 
That  more  than  cedam  cabinet. 
Where  men  preserve  their  precious  things, 
Free  wealth,  surpassing  every  king's. 
I  only  know,  I  felt  and  wrote 
According  to  the  day  and  hour, 
According  to  my  little  power; 
If  souls  unborn  shall  take  some  note, 
Or  none  at  all,  'tis  their  afiair; 
I  cannot  guess,  and  will  not  care. 
Yet  hoping  still  that  something  done 
Has  so  much  life  from  earth  and  sun. 
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Drawn  through  man's  finer  brain,  as  maj, 
In  mystic  form,  with  mystic  force, 
Beach  forward  from  a  fleeting  day, 
Bat  an  unfathomable  source, 
To  touph,  upon  his  earthly  way, 
Some  brother  pilgrim-soul,  and  say— 
(A  whisper  in  the  wayside  grass) 
*  I  have  gone  by,  where  now  you  pass ; 
Been  sorely  tried  with  frost  and  heat, 
With  stones  that  bruise  the  weary  feet. 
With  alp,  with  quagmire,  and  with  flood, 
With  desert*sands  that  parch  the  blood; 
Nor  fail*d  to  find  a  flowery  dell, 
A  shady  grove,  a  crystal  well; 
And  I  am  gone,  thou  know'st  not  whither. 
^-Thou  thyself  art  hastening  thither. 
Thou  hast  thy  life;    and  nothing  can 
Have  more.    Farewell,  O  Brother  Man  ! ' 


To  AN  Angel  Pictured  Lookinq  throuoh  the  Skt. 

31.  High  Creature,  watching  twirl'd 

This  cloudy  world, 
See,  for  a  seven  times  seven 
Refulgent  Heaven, 
What  belts  of  hope  and  fear 
Involve  our  sphere, 
Deep  gloom,  with  fitful  flash; 
And  be  not  rash 
In  blame,  lest  One  discern 
Thy  need  to  learn 
How  man's  faint  orison 
Strives  to  His  Throne. 


^01.  Yn.— NO.  xxxnc   new  series.  c  o 
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THE  PARIS  COMMXJNE  OP   187 1 : 

ITS   ORIGIN,   LEGITIMACY,  TENIMSNCY,  AND  AIM. 

By  Gehbbal  Cluseebt. 


THE  Paris  Gommime  of  187 1  was, 
nndonbtedlj,  one  of  the  most 
important  dramas  enacted  in  the 
nineteenth  centarj,  both  for  the 
ferocity  displayed  by  the  victors,  and 
for  the  principles  proclaimed  in  the 
fitce  of  the  Governments  of  Europe 
by  the  vanquished. 

The  Commune  of  Pans  comprised 
two  great  ideas,  namely,  the  idea  of 
a  Socialist  Republic  and  that  of  a 
simple  RepubUo.  The  idea  of  a 
Republic  was  not,  at  that  moment, 
discussed  by  either  party,  but  the 
danger  by  which  it  was  menaced 
united  the  two  factions  in  a  common 
defence  ;  for  it  must  be  clearly  un- 
derstood that,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  struggle,  the  Commu- 
nalists  acted  on  the  defensive.  They 
were  never  the  aggressors,  but  con- 
fined themselves  to  repelling  attack. 

I  will  not  go  back  to  the  Deluge, 
or  speak  of  the  universal  and  eter- 
nal protest  of  the  employed  against 
the  employers,  which  assumes  va- 
rious forms  in  different  ages  and 
countries,  but  is  always  the  same  at 
bottom.  Leaving  all  these,  I  will  pass 
on  to  the  Working  Men's  Associa- 
tions of  1850.  When  the  Revolution 
made  over  to  the  bourgeoisie  the  pos- 
sessionsof  thenobilityand  theclergy, 
gave  them  power  and  education,  in 
miort,  made  them  masters  of  the  so- 
cial machinery,  it  imposed  on  them, 
in  return  for  these  benefits,  the  duty 
of  shutting  the  gates  on  monopoly 
and  of  granting  to  others  the  oppor- 
tunities which  they  had  obtained 
for  themselves.  If  the  substitution  of 
thebourgeoisieforthenobility,  of  mo- 
ney for  parchment,  of  one  privileged 
class  for  another,  had  been  the  only 
result  of  the  successful  effect  of  the 
Revolution,  it  would  have  accom- 
plished nothing.  As  one  nail  drives 
out  another,  one  class  of  society 
takes  the  place  of  the  other.  It 
is  only  a  matter  of  time.     The  suc- 


cess of  the  men  of  mark  in  1 793  was 
only  partial.  They  recognised  the 
great  liberal  principles  necessary  for 
the  consolidation  and  development 
of  political  order;  but  they  neglected 
the  socialside  of  the  question.  Bour- 
geois themselves,  all  they  thought  of 
was  the  freedom  of  the  bourgeoisie^ 
and  they  created  a  society  for  them- 
selves and  in  their  own  image. 

It  never  occurred  to  them  to 
studv  the  laws  of  capital,  which 
inevitably  and  fiitally  tend  to  its 
complete  centralisation,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  the  absorption  of  every- 
thing and  eveirbody  by  one  person. 

The  monarchy  of  capital,  which 
is  far  more  dangerous  than  that  of 
birth,  could  not  fail  to  rouse  the 
apprehension  of  the  workman ;  for 
not  only  was  his  happiness  in 
peril,  but  even  his  existence  as  a 
human  being.  He  was  doomed  to 
be  a  beast  of  burden  in  the  tread- 
mill. Such  was  the  fate  the  future 
had  in  store  for  the  labourer.  I  am 
not  exaggerating.  The  artisan  has 
already  been  killed  by  the  mechanic, 
and,  thanks  to  the  division  of 
labour,  the  workman  is  only  a  tool. 
Science,  the  handmaid  of  capital, 
will  soon  reduce  him  to  the  condition 
of  a  piston,  and  just  sufficient  oil 
will  be  given  him  to  keep  him  going. 
What  ought  to  be  done  under  these 
circumstances  ?  Nothing  ?  Should 
he  lie  down  like  the  over-loaded  ox 
in  the  ftirrows  and  wait  patiently 
for  death?  This  is  in  &ct  what 
the  greater  part  do ;  but  a  nnmber 
of  workmen,  thinkers,  men  with 
heart  and  brain,  animated  by  the 
same  manly  spirit,  formed  them- 
selves into  a  bemd,  and  headed  the 
great  masses.  They  were  bom 
men,  and  they  wished  to  live  and 
die  like  men ;  but  for  this  it  was 
necessary  they  8hould*do  the  work  of 
the  bourgeoisie  over  again,  and  finish 
what  had  been  left  incomplete  in 
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1 79 J.  Qlieywonldliayetoregaiii  pos- 
session of  the  socifd  machinery,  and 
this  time  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

Hence  came  the  attempts  at 
working  men's  associations,  and  the 
experiment  of  1 850,  which  was  fetal 
to  the  liberty  of  sJl  who  took  part  in 
it.  Among  others  Mme.  Jeanne 
Derooin  and  Mme.  Panline  Roland 
were  transported  in  1851,  by  the 
aathor  of  lie  Extinction  of  Pa/u^er' 
igm,  Lonis  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

Hence  came  also  in  a  great  mea- 
smethe  movement  of  1848.  I  say 
in  a  great  measure,  because  Bona- 
pardsm  played  an  important  part 
in  the  i^air.  I  know  something 
about  it,  as,  at  the  head  of  the 
Gardes  Mobiles,  I  unfortunately 
displayed  too  much  energy  in  that 
disastrous  battle.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  cry  of  vive  VEmpereur  be- 
hind the  barricades  we  ^ould  not 
have  charged. 

It  is  certainly  very  interesting, 
though  heartrending,  to  follow  teh 
thousand  and  one  trfmsformations  of 
the  Proteus  we  caU  Bonapartism  in 
its  chase  after  power.  According  to 
circumstances  he  is  by  turns  a  sol- 
dier and  a  working  man,  a  cleric  and 
a  stock  gambler,  a  Socialist  and  a 
conservative,  a  Republican  and  & 
despot,  an  aristocrat  and  ai  dema- 
gogue. To-day  he  is  a  Communalist 
and  a  Legitimist.  It  is  all  the  same 
to  him,  as  long  as  he  can  plot,  and 
dabble  in  intrigues.  Mud  is  his 
element.  Do  not  go  too  near  him 
or  he  will  splash  you.  It  is  what 
he  did  at  the  cradle  of  the  Inter- 
national ;  but  of  that  ^on. 

Between  the  years  1850  and  1864 
Socialism  made  no  new  attempt 
worthy  of  notice.  In  1864  the 
International  was  bom  in  St. 
Martin's  Hall.  Toil  and  misery 
were  its  parents,  the  world  its 
cradle,  the  people  its  godfktherd, 
justice  its  godmother,  and  eternity 
its  future.  Its  debut  was  not  a 
brilliant  one.  In  France  it  narrowly 
escaped  being  suffocated  in  the 
anns  of  CaBsarism.    Plon-ploU;  the 


maid-of-all-work  of  Bonapartism* 
took  it  to  the  Palais  Boyal,  and 
Tolain,  now'  a  member  of  the 
Assembly  of  Versailles,  and  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  great  Society, 
acted  as  mediator  between  the 
Palace  and  the  Passage  Baoul,  the 
seat  of  its  first  section. 

In  this  ntitive  of  the  Faubourg 
St.  Antoine,  who  #as  clever  at  his 
own  craft,  that  of  engraver,  but 
Still  nlore  clever  in  the  art  of  speak- 
ing and  speaking  well,  Plon-plon 
had  divined  the  man  of  ambitious 
and  intriguing  mind  cramped  by 
the  narrowness  of  his  circumstances. 
The  discovery  did  him  no  good. 
Tolain  and  his  dupes  had  to  l^at  a 
retreat  before  the  universal  repro- 
bation of  the  working  classes,  whose 
watchword  is  the  same  as  that  of 
Italy,  Fara  da  se.  Bonapartism 
dazzled  them  for  a  moment,  but 
-they  soon  came  to  themselves  and 
proclaimed  theirindependence,  more 
proudly  than  ever.  iVom  that  mo- 
ment the  International  was  esta- 
blished in  France.  In  the  following 
year  I  became  a  member. 

This  is  not  the  place  for  me  ta 
discuss  the  International — time  and 
space  are  both  wanting ;  but,  not- 
withstanding its  historians,  the  his- 
tory of  this  great  association  has 
still  to  be  written ;  se  much  error 
and  prejudice  has  entered  into  all 
that  has  been  said  of  it.  Suffice  it 
now  for  me  to  say  that  it  contains 
-no  secrets,  and  includes  no  dicta- 
torship. A  model  of  future  society, 
its  sole  object  is  the  emancipation 
of  the  working  classes.  Its  method 
of  organisation  is  federal  autonomy, 
its  legislature  the  annual  congress, 
its  executive  the  general  council.  It 
has  solved  the  great  problem  of  unity 
through  decentralisation,  and  has 
been  able  to  muster  three  millions 
of  men  in  less  than  six  years. 
Knowing  that  it  would  be  idle  to 
try  to  separate  social  fix)m  political 
reforms,  it  honestly  declares  that  it 
is  concerned  with  politics,  and  to 
the  union  of  the  oppressors  it  op- 
c  c  2 
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poses  the  umon  of  the  oppressed. 
There  is  nothing  nnderhand  about 
it;  all  is  plain  and  above-board. 

And  I  ask  every  honest  man 
what  fault  can  be  found  with  these 
industrious  workmen,  most  of  them 
fathers  of  families  and  skilful 
crafbsmen,  who  combined  to  gain 
for  their  children  the  right  of  ac- 
cess to  all  the  natural  paths  of 
human  happiness  ?  By  what  rieht 
are  they  prohibited  to  do  what 
the  bourgeoisie  did  in  1 789  ?  In  the 
name  of  what  principle  are  they 
denied  the  privilege  of  combining 
to  realise  the  great  truth  inscribed 
on  the  Constitution  of  America: 
'  Every  man  has  a  right  to  human 
happiness '  ? 

And  yet  not  only  has  every  un- 
successful experiment  of  these  ob- 
scure martyrs  met  with  a  savage 
repression,  but  they  themselves  have 
had  evenr  kind  of  infamous  contu- 
TnsbCY  and  insult  heaped  upon  them. 
We  have  just  witnessed  it  in  history 
— the  history  of  yesterday.  Trin- 
quet,  a  shoemaker,  the  father  of  a 
family,  one  of  the  most  honest, 
industrious,  and  orderly  members 
of  the  Commune,  having  been 
guilty  of  acting  in  accordance  with 
9ie  principles  adopted  by  the  Ver- 
saillists,  was  condemned  by  those 
warriors  to  penal  servitude  for 
life.  You  would  expect  that  some 
consideration  would  be  shown  to 
this  honest  and  high-principled 
man,  cast  among'  thieves  and  as- 
sassins of  the  worst  kind;  but  the 
Administration  lets  it  be  known, 
through  the  medium  of  its  organs, 
that  tiie  convict  Trinquet  will  not 
be  raised  to  the  level  of  the  other 
prisoners  until  he  has  proved  himself 
deserving  of  it  by  his  good  conduct. 
Trinquet  by  his  energy  had  made 
himself  feared,  and  fear  makes  people 
cruel.  The  bourgeoisie  and  all  their 
belongings  are  cowardly,  and  coward- 
ice renders  them  savage. 

The  International  held  its  sittings 
at  No.  6  Place  de  la  Corderie  du 
Temple. 


The  cradle  of  Socialism  was  mean. 
It  was  on  the  third  floor  of  a 
shabby  house  in  a  triangular  court, 
situated  in  a  populous  neighbour- 
hood— ^that  is  to  say,  in  a  dirty 
poverty  •  stricken  neighbourhood, 
teeming  with  misery.  A  fitting 
frame  for  a  picture  of  the  prole- 
tariat. You  entered  the  house 
through  a  narrow  door;  on  the  right 
was  one  of  those  old  porter*s  lodges 
more  fitted  for  a  dog  than  for  a  hu- 
man being ;  on  the  left  a  wine-shop, 
one  of  those  classic  mastroqueU  fur- 
nished with  pewter  measures,  large 
black  pitchers,  and  brown  and  blue 
mugs.  Fronting  you  was  the  nar- 
row staircase  with  its  black  iron 
balustrade;  the  worn  and  sticky 
steps  bore  witness  to  long  service 
and  the  parsimony  of  the  landlord. 
The  walls,  that  had  onoe  been 
whitewashed,  were  covered  ^t-ith 
stains  and  scrawled  inscriptions. 
On  reaching  the  third  floor  you 
entered  through  a  door  on  the 
right.  The  first  room  was  an 
unjfomished  antechamber,  which 
communicated  by  two  doors  with 
a  room  of  some  twenty-five  feet 
long  by  twelve  broad.  At  one 
end  of  this  room,  where  the  floor 
was  raised,  stood  a  table  and  three 
chairs ;  the  other  part  was  furnished 
with  wooden  benches;  the  walls 
were  covered  with  placards  similar 
to  those  posted  on  the  walls  of  Paris. 
Behind  the  chairs  allotted  to  the 
president  and  his  assistants  was  a 
large  black  board,  on  which  the 
times  and  places  at  which  public 
meetings  would  be  held  used  to  be 
written  in  chalk.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  room  a  door  to  the  right  opened 
into  a  third  chamber  which  com- 
municated with  two  others.  These 
rooms  served  as  offices  for  the  com- 
missions, and  were  all  furnished 
alike  with  a  deal  table  and  a  few 
church  •  chairs  —  common  wooden 
chairs  with  coarse  straw  seats.  A 
few  inkstands  were  scattered  about, 
but  the  pens  were  few  and  out  at 
elbows,  and  as  for  paper,  you  were 
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reminded  of  the  adage,  'Always 
have  some  paper  in  yoor  pocket, 
as  you  don't  know  what  may 
happen.'  It  was  very  evident 
those  who  had  none  wonid  have 
to  do  without  it.  From  this 
place  came  forth  the  Commune  of 
Paris. 

•  It  is  a  truth,  which  sounds  par- 
adoxical to  those  who  have  not 
associated  with  and  studied  the 
working  classes,  that  no  one  is  more 
conservative  than  the  working  man. 
The  catips  d^itat  made  by  adventurers 
and  ambitious  politicians  have  been 
most  unjustly  laid  to  his  account. 
Generally  speaking,  the  working 
classes  will  not  move  unless  they 
are  pushed  to  the  last  ditch ;  then 
the  matter  is  serious.  If  the 
International  did  not  include  all  the 
working  men,  it  certainly  possessed 
tiie  ^lite  of  them.  Its  influence  on 
the  class  was  far  greater  than  its 
effective  force.  It  had  the  sympathy 
of  all  other  working  men's  associa- 
tions, whether  they  were  directly 
connected  with  it  or  not.  Blouse 
is  attached  to  blouse,  all  the  world 
over.  What  are  the  three  millions 
who  form  the  International,  com- 
pared to  the  legions  of  workmen 
who,  owing  to  family  reasons,  or 
from  motives  of  private  interest, 
refrain  from  joining  formally,  but 
make  common  cause  with  the  So- 
ciety !  I  have  therefore  always  laid 
more  stress  on  winning  the  confi- 
dence of  the  workmen  than  in  ob- 
taining their  adherence.  Human 
nature  is  timid,  and  heroes  do  not 
grow  on  every  bush.  Let  us  respect 
this  timidity,  and  we  may  be  sure 
that  those  who  tremble  in  the  time 
of  peace  wiU  fight  bravely  on  the 
dav  of  battle.  Did  we  not  witness 
this  under  the  Commune? 

I  have  said  that  the  working 
man  is  conservative,  and  slow  to 
take  up  arms.  I  will  show  by  what 
steps  we  workman  of  Paris  passed 
from  the  workshop  to  the  barricades. 
I  will  not  enter  upon  tihe  large  side 
of  the  quiDstion,  namely,  the  finan- 


cial position  in  which  the  worlnng 
man  has  been  placed  by  the  conduct 
of  the  bourgeoisie  since  1815,  and 
which  was  aggravated  by  the  Impe- 
rial orgy  and  the  demoralisation  it 
produced.  I  will  confine  myself  to 
the  narrower  side,  which  concerns 
the  immediate  facts.  One  of  the 
causes  of  the  people's  patience  under 
the  Empire  was  the  profound  demo- 
ralisation which  that  corrupt  regime 
had  systematised  into  a  form  of 
government.  The  depravity  was  so 
general  that  no  one  could  boast  of 
being  better  than  his  neighbour. 
Spies  were  everywhere,  and  when 
the  police  appeared  everyone  took 
flight.  Until  the  7th  of  September, 
at  any  rate,  a  score  of  sergents  de 
ville  armed  with  bludgeons  were 
sufficient  to  clear  the  boulevards  of 
some  thousands  of  people.  This  is 
what  took  place  on  the  evening  of 
the  3rd: — A  crowd  of  people — a 
real  crowd — composed  of  persons  of 
both  sexes  and  all  ages  and  ranks, 
filled  the  boulevards  shouting  Ma 
D6ch6ance.'  It  was  the  people  stirred 
to  their  inmost  depths.  Arrived 
opposite  the  Gymnase  this  vast 
assembly  stopped,  then  receded,  and 
finally  dispersed,  flying  in  all  direc- 
tions. They  had  been  attacked  by 
the  sergents  de  ville  of  the  post  of 
Bonne- Nouvelle  police.  Now  the 
post  of  the  Bonne-Nouvelle  con- 
sisted of  eight  or  ten  men. 

Sopie  of  the  spectators  took  re- 
fuge on  the  steps  of  the  Gymnase ; 
among  them  a  young  Garde  Mobile 
sought  to  escape  from  the  general 
confusion.  A  gentleman  took  out 
a  revolver  and  coolly  shot  him 
through  the  head.  This  gentleman 
was  a  civil  officer.  The  sergents 
de  ville  did  not  even  condescend  to 
stop  and  see  if  the  youth  were  quite 
dead.  That  was  the  last  murder 
committed  by  the  Empire.  A  ser- 
gent  de  ville  whispered  to  Arthur 
Amould,  who  happened  to  be  there, 
and  whose  i^pearance  is  eminently 
respectable,  *  Monsieur,  withdraw, 
you  are  going  to  be  killed.' 
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What'  a  revelation  of  the  Imperial 
programme ! 

After  the  stampede  of  the  3rd, 
the  following  word  of  command, 
originating  no  one  knew  ;how,  was 
given  from  one  end  of  Paris  to  the 
other — To-morrow  let  xjlb  meet  at 
the  Corps  L^gislatif  in  the  dress  of 
the  National  Gnard.  The  following 
day  was  a  Sunday,  one  of  those 
lovely  Paris  Sundays  on  which  the 
whole  population  turns  out  into  the 
streets.  The  National  Guards, 
obedient  to  the  mandate,  broke 
through  the  triple  line  which  sur- 
rounded the  Assembly,  in  the  most 
pacific  manner. 

On  arriving  at  the  first  line  of 
sergents  de  ville  the  drum-major  of 
the  ist  battalion,  turning  his  face  to 
his  men  and  consequenuy  his  back 
to  the  police,  marched  backwards  into 
their  ranks — ^the  breach  was  made. 
As  humble  now  as  they  were  pre- 
viously arrogant,  these  gentlemen 
turned  for  aid  and  sympaSiy  to  the 
people  they  had  been  murdering  the 
evening  before.  The  troops  frater- 
nised. The  Imperial  Guard  presented 
arms  to  the  insurgent  National  Guard 
with  the  same  stupid  impassibility 
with  which  they  had  presented  arms 
to  the  Emperor.  They,  the  dark  and 
angry  faces  of  the  Paris  guard, 
seemed  to  say,  *  When  shall  we  be 
ordered  to  sweep  away  all  this 
canaille,  civil  and  military  ?' 

Thus  the  revolution  was  made, 
and  made  by  the  boui^oisie, 
without  striking  a  blow — the  people 
did  not  take  part  in  it  for  want 
of  leaders.  I  said  that  the  Inter- 
national was  its  lighthouse,  but  the 
leading  men  of  the  Society  were 
in  exile  or  in  prison.  Varfin  was 
at  Brussels;  Malon,  Pindy,  Com- 
bault,  etc.,  were  fugitives  or  cap- 
tives. I  myself  had  been  arrested  on 
the  morning  of  the  4th,  on  my  return 
from  Sedan,  as  I  was  crossing  the 
frontier  at  Feignies,  after  having 
had  a  meeting  with  Varlin  in  the 
night.  It  was  the  last  arrest  made 
by  the  Empire. 


A  government  was  formed,  whidi, 
having  no  root  in  popular  feeling, 
was  without  strength. 

It  was  made  of  the  deputations  of 
Paris,  with  the  addition  of  Trochu 
as  president.  Keratry  awarded  the 
Prefecture  of  Police  to  himself,  just  as 
Emanuel  Arago  had  awarded  the 
Maine  of  Paris  to  his  uncle  Stephen. 
*  Here,'  he  had  cried,  throwing  him 
a  tricoloured  scarf^  'take  this, 
Stephen  ;  you  are  Mayor  of  Paris.' 

Trochu,  whom  Victor  Hugo  has  so 
cruelly  called  the  past  participle  of 
the  verb  *  trop  choir,'  was  a  General 
of  the  Staff,  a  Catholic,  and  a  Breton. 
His  notoriety  was  entirely  owing  to 
an  insignificant  book  on  the  army, 
which  he  published  in  1868.  Small 
and  dark,  with  a  bald  head,  dark 
smiling  eyes,  with  a  mouth  shaded 
by  a  thick  moustache,  and  contracted 
at  the  comers  by  a  nervous  affection, 
which  gave  his  face  something  be- 
tween a  smile  and  a  grimace,  his 
whole  appearance  was  an  enigma. 
Is  he  good  or  bad  ?  frank  or  false  ? 
weak  or  resolute?  intelligent  or 
stupid  ?  able  or  incapable  ?  were  the 
questions  it  gave  rise  to. 

Trochu  is  simply  a  mystic,  with 
whom  the  Virgin  takes  the  place  of 
genius,  and  i£e  priest  that  of  con- 
science. Trained  to  passive  obedience 
by  his  confessor,  anything  like  resist- 
ance irritates  him.  Vain  with  that 
sort  of  absorbing  vanity  which  is 
pious  and  modest,  dull  and  suspicious, 
the  vanity  that  turns  sour  in  solitude 
and  blames  eveiybody  for  its  impo- 
tence, Trochu  never  could  pardon  the 
people  for  not  having  admired  him 
through  thick  and  thin.  Con- 
sequently he  is  filled  with  the  hatred 
of  a  devotee,  the  hatred  of  a  *  vieille 
fille  incomprise';  a  hatred  that  is 
patient  and  sly,  but  that  never  lets 
go  its  prey.  Added  to  this  he  has 
an  indecision  of  character,  only 
equalled  by  his  obstinacy,  a  despond- 
ing spirit  that  sees  everything  with 
a  jaundiced  eye  and  is  always 
seeking  and  finding  obstacles,  and  a 
mind  that  revels  in  the  infinitely 
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small,   and  is  eyetywhere  finding 
n)cks  to  run  fonl  of . 

At  ten  o'clock  on  tlie  night  of  the 
3rd  of  September^  a  loi^  body  of 
people  came  to  Trochit  and  deaired 
him  to  proclaim  the  D6eh^ance. 
'  I  canno^'  he  answered,  in  a  modest 
and  8nave  manner ;  *  but  with  yon 
the  case  is  diflTerent,  very  different.' 
Snoh  was  the  man.  Behind  him 
was  the  Church. 

Th^  next    on   the  list  is  Jules 
Favre,    the    vice-president.      Like 
Trochn,  he  was  a  Catholic,  a  fanatic, 
and  a  mystic ;  but  he  was  more  dan< 
gerous,  being  a  more  wicked  man. 
He  was  a  man  of  a  bilious  tempera^ 
ment  and  a  jealous  disposition,  who 
believed  only  in  eloquent  oratory 
and  the  bourgeoisie ;  he  hated  and 
despised  that  blockhead  called  Hhe 
people,'  who  did  not  participate  in 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  bourgeoisie 
for  him.     He  was  furious  against 
the  4th  of  September,  which  had 
disturbed  him  at  his  occupation  of 
first  tenor,  which  he  held  in  the 
company  got  up  by  the  Emperor  to 
play  the   opposition  in  the  opera* 
house     of    the     Corps    L6gislatif. 
He     was    moreoyer,     desperately 
jealous    of  young    aspirants,    and 
!    was  never    more  distressed    than 
j    at  the  debut  of  Gambetta.     It  was 
like  Dupre  succeeding  Nourrit  in 
*  William  Tell.'    He  uttered  a  fune- 
real note.    He  did  not  go  to  Naples 
to  die,  like  his  fellow-sufferer  Nour- 
rit ;  but  spared  no  pains  to  avenge 
himself  on  the  people  of  Paris,  who 
had    been    guilty    of   applauding 
another  singer  than  himself  on  the 
I     political  stage.     Like  Trochu,  when 
he  saw  that  there  could  be  no  vic- 
tory without  the  people,  and  that 
the  victory  of  the  people  meant  the 
defeat  of  the  Church,  the  bourgeoi- 
sie, and    the    army — in    fact,  the 
defeat  of  what  was  most  dear  to 
them  by  what  they  hated  and  de- 
spised— he    decided,  in    favour  of 
defeat,  and  preferred  the  foreigner 
to  the  French  people. 


The&icts  at  least  are  tk^r^  smd 
we  shall  see  i^em. 

The  most  in^Bortant  man  of  ithe 
4th  of  Septembcnr,  after  Trochn  and 
Jules  Favre,  was  Ghmbetta/'  TbiB 
person,  younger  and  less  compro^ 
mised  than  Jxdes  Favrey  was  *  not 
more  respectable  &om  a  poiitical 
point  of  view.  Moreover,  there  was 
not  an  advocate,  a  student,,  or  a 
lawyer  of  any  land  who  was  not 
aware  of  the  empty  neiaj  past  of 
this  Italieo-Gascon  student,  who 
only  a  &w  years  before  ^used  to 
mount  on  tbs  tables  at  the  Oa£& 
Procope  to  show  off  his  sonorous 
eloquence,  and  would  make  a  boast 
of  i^eading  either  side  of  a  question 
with  equal  impartiality. 

This  singular  figure,  a  pupil 
of  the  Jesuits  of  Cahors,  hadpore- 
servediJieir  elastic  morality.  -When 
Delescluze  gave  him  the  cause  of 
the  Eevetl  to  jdead  before  jfche 
6tb  Chamber  of  the  'police  ooireo* 
tionnelle,'  hewasabrieflesBad^nsoatey 
•  known  in  the  Quartier  Latin. .for 
drinking  bottles  of  wine  that  were 
paidfoi^byLaurier.  After  this  a  rich 
Israelite,  Hving in  the  Bue  duHelder, 
gave  him  an  annuity  of  3,000  &ancs 
in  anHdpaHon  of  the  eervicea  he 
might  do  him.  This  is  a  literal  feet ; 
and  if  I  do  not  name  the  Israelite  it 
is  because  I  do  not  wish  to  mix  up 
irrelevant  matter  with  history. 
Such  were  the  means  of  existence 
of  the  future  Dictator  of  France 
when  he  received  the  conunission 
from  Delescluze  which  transformed 
him  into  a  politician.  Very  subtle 
and  very  clever,  though  without 
breadth  of  intellect,  Gtambetta 
seized  the  ball  at  the  rebound,  and 
became  more  steady  than  the  most 
prudish  alnong  us.  The  people  who 
were  musical  were  taken  in  above 
everything  by  his  sonorous  voice, 
his  pompous  phrases,  and  high 
sounding  periods,  and  appoijited 
him  their  candidate  for  BelleviQe. 
I  remember  that  sitting.  Suspect* 
ing  a  trickster  in  that  musical  box, 
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I  said  to  Gambetta  with  reference 
to  the  imperatiYe  commission,  '  Ac- 
cept the  engagement,  and  ai  the 
end  of  every  session  yon  can  refer 
jonr  commission  to  yonr  electors  ; 
and  if  they  are  satisfied  with  you 
they  will  continue  it ;  if  not,  they 
can  withdraw  it.'  He  replied, 
*What  you  propose  is  unconstitu- 
tional/ As  a  matter  of  &ct,  the 
Constitution  did  nominate  its  Depu- 
ties for  six  years. 

Well,  among  all  these  men  who 
elected  Gambetta  in  order  to  over- 
throw the  Constitution,  there  was  not 
a  majority  sufficiently  intelligent  to 
understand  that  their  revolutionary 
candidate  was  a  Conservative ;  that 
the  irreconcilable  had  been  reconciled 
even  before  he  was  elected. 

Under  the  Empire  Cambetta 
set  up  that  mild  form  of  opposi- 
tion, without  passion  or  purpose, 
80  pleasing  to  Governments,  which 
makes  its  originator  the  pot  of  the 
public,  and  gains  him  the  most 
agreeable  of  sinecures.  He  suc- 
ceeded Jules  Favre  and,  according  to 
Clement  Duvemois,  he  had  laid  his 
plans  for  succeeding  Ollivier,  when 
the  4th  of  September  put  an  end  to 
the  Empire.  On  the  i8th  of  July, 
when,  at  the  Emperor's  desire, 
Marie  Sass  was  singing  the  ^  Mar- 
seillaise' at  the  opera,  Ghimbetta 
stood  up  in  his  box  and  accom- 
panied her.  On  thisoccasion  hesepa- 
Tfktod  himself  both  from  his  electors 
and  his  party  in  the  Chamber,  but 
he  believed  in  success,  and  left  the 
red,  to  play  on  the  black.  Ghunbetta, 
therefore,  was  as  responsible  as  ihe 
Emperor  for  the  war  he  provoked. 

On  the  1 7th  of  August,  Gambetta, 
with  the  zesl  of  a  novice,  demanded 
from  the  Chamber  ^prompt  and  sunt' 
mary  justice*  on  the  misguided 
wretches  who  had  committed  the 
disturbance  at  La  Yillette  a  few 
days  before;  and  brought  on  him- 
self the  sharp  reprimand  from  Pa- 
likap,  *  Bespect  the  judicial  forms 
at  least,  and  give  me  time  to  judge 
the  rioters'   (they  were  all   con- 


demned to  death).  Such  was  the 
answer  given  by  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Emperor  to  the  member 
for  Belleville  when  he  demanded 
tl^e  summary  execution  of  some  of 
his  electors. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  when 
the  National  Gnards  invaded  the 
Chamber,  demanding  the  overthrow 
of  the  Empire,  Ghtmbetta  presented 
himself  to  the  crowd,  and  with  an 
air  of  indignation  commanded  it  to 
await  respectfully  the  decision  of 
the  majority — of  that  official  majo- 
rity, the  accomplice  in  all  me 
crimes  of  the  Empire.  Fortunately 
the  people  paid  no  attention  to  whi^ 
he  said;  but  they  have  not  forgotten 
it.  At  one  o'clock  on  the  5th,  Gam- 
betta received  a  deputation  from 
the  Place  de  la  Corderie,  represent- 
ing the  International  and  the  Work- 
ing-men's Syndic  Chambers.  This 
deputation  offered  the  Government 
large  numbers  of  working  men  on 
the  following  conditions : — 

1.  The  immediate  election  in 
Paris  of  Municipal  Councils,  and  of 
a  Committee  to  superintend  the 
armament  and  the  organisation  of 
National  Gnards. 

2.  The  suppression  of  the  Prefec- 
ture of  Police,  and  the  restoration 
of  the  police  to  the  municipalities. 

3.  The  election  of  magistrates. 

4.  The  abrogation  of  all  the  laws 
placing  restrictions  on  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  and  on  the  right  of  holmng 
meetings  and  forming  associations. 

5.  The  suppression  of  the  sum 
voted  for  public  worship. 

6.  The  free  pardon  of  every  poli- 
tical crime. 

Certainly  there  was  nothing  anar- 
chical in  this  programme,  which 
was  a  true  expression  of  the  feeling 
of  the  masses,  and  would  have  made 
them  faithful  adherents  to  the  Go- 
vernment. 

Ghimbetta  replied — *  The  amnesty 
exists  already.  As  regards  bail, 
stamp  duty,  and  other  fiscal  laws 
attached  to  the  press,  they  are  ab- 
rogated cfe/oc^.  The  other  matters 
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are  too  serious  to  be  decided  in  a 
moment.  The  Government  will  take 
them  into  consideration.  Abuses 
will  be  done  away  with,'  Ac.  All 
erasions,  which  made  the  delegates 
Teiy  anxious  concerning  the  future. 
Prom  this  moment  theCorderie  con- 
sidered it  wise  to  keep  a  good  watch 
oyer  these  intruders,  and  to  take 
all  precautions. 

On  the  5th  it  had  a  new  cause 
for  complaint.  Instead  of  confiding 
the  election  of  their  municipal  offi- 
cers to  the  people,  M.  Grambetta 
placed  the  whole  matter  in  the 
hands  of  Stephen  Arago,  whom 
Emanuel  Arago,  his  nephew,  had 
appointed  Mayor  of  Paris,  without 
consulting  any  one.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  the  whole  tribe 
of  Aragos  were  appointed  by  the 
head  of  the  clan  to  the  different 
municipal  offices  of  Paris.  The 
Ara^  dynasty  succeeded  that 
of  the  Bonapartes.  Though  it  was 
less  corrupt,  it  was  not;  more 
capable,  and  at  that  moment  ad- 
ministratiYe  capacity  was  especially 
n^ded  to  collect,  store,  and  distri- 
bute the  provisions  which  would 
he  required  for  a  civil  and  military 
population  of  more  than  two  mil- 
lion souls.  From  that  day  date  the 
Committees  of  Vigilance  of  the 
20  arrondissements,  which  had  their 
seat  in  the  Corderie,  and  were  the 
nursery  where  the  people  went  to 
seek  for  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mune of  Paris.  But  I  must  not 
anticipate.  I  will  say  nothing  of 
the  other  members,  except  that 
Jules  Ferry,  chosen  by  the  Govern- 
ment as  usher,  was  generally  consi- 
dered the  most  notoriously  immoral 
man  that  could  have  been  found.  I 
only  state  what  is  common  report. 
Having  had  no  opportunity  of  veri- 
fying it,  I  keep  ^ent  out  of  regard 
or  I  decency. 

The  rest  of  the  Government  was 
insignificant. 

Koohefort^  without  a  pen,  wasno- 
hody.^ 

Pages   was   trying   at    last   to 


cheat  Death  also,  in  a  manner,  by 
getting  his  son-in-law  appointed 
his  successor.  Picard  had  bur- 
rowed into  finance  like  a  &t  mite 
in  a  cheese,  and  would  not  come 
out  of  it.  He  was  like  the  good 
hermit  in  Lafontaine. 

Jules  Simon,  who  shed  crocodile's 
tears,  was  a  special  object  of  aver- 
sion to  the  working  classes,  inde- 
pendently of  any  revolutionary 
reason,  owing'  to  lus  many  acts  ot 
treachery. 

As  for  Keratry,  he  was  the  chief 
of  all  the  bravadoes  and  the  rene- 
gades. Rich,  idle,  and  a  Count,  he 
had  been  in  Mexico,  and  had  his 
share  in  all  the  atrocities  and  dis- 
graceful deeds  committed  by  the 
French  army  in  that  unfortunate 
country  ;  and  then,  after  its  failure, 
he  condemned  the  expedition,  and 
his  opposition  gained  him  a  certain 
amount  of  popularity,  but  'Ne 
sutor  ultra  crepidam.'  Blinded  by 
the  beginning  of  that  infatuation  sa 
natural  to  the  Parisian,  he  fancied 
himself  the  right  material  for  the 
leader  of  a  par^,  and  convoked 
the  Chamber  on  October  26,  1869, 
by  a  letter,  which  owes  its  fame 
more  to  the  retrograde  movement 
which  followed  it  Sian  to  the  auda- 
city by  which  it  was  preceded. 
Finally,  he  was  at  the  Prefecture 
of  Police  like  Stephen  Arago  ai 
the  H6tel  de  Ville,  proprio  motu. 
Could  one  expect  the  people  to 
place  confidence  in  a  Govemment^ 
like  this  one,  which  they  had  neither 
elected,  appointed,  or  desired,  and, 
consequently,  hot  recognised,  un- 
less its  acts  were  very  much  better 
than  the  reputations  of  its  mem- 
bers ?  These  acts  we  will  quickly 
pass  in  review. 

Onthemomingofthe5thIarrived 
in  Paris.  My  first  visit  was  to  the 
new  Government.  My  first  impres- 
sion was  bad.  The  H6telde  Ville  waff 
unapproachable.  Behind  its  pali- 
sade the  National  Guards  of  the 
Empire  were  drawn  up.  Their 
attitude  proclaimed  them  lords  and 
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Boasters.  *  We  made  the  zevoki** 
tion,'  they  seemed  to  8ay;  'the  people 
had  nothing  tp  do  with  it.  Let 
i^em  ta)^e  care  not  to  meddle  in 
it.'  So  when  I  requested  to  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  H6tel  to  see 
my  friends,  Pelletan  and  Arago, 
my  name,  profession,  &c.,  were 
demanded  with  an  absnrd  b^  of 
import^ce  worthy  of  the  *  parvenu.' 
At  last  they  decided  upon  taking 
my  card  (PeUetaa  immediately 
ordered  me  to  be  admitted  in 
the  name  of  the  Government). 
These  bourgeois  had  no  right  to 
prevent  my  passing.  I  lost  patience, 
and  raised  my  voice  ;  and  when 
the  discussion  was  getting  warm, 
Fonvielle,  Pelletan,  and  others, 
recognismg  my  voice,  came  and 
shook  hands  with  me,  and  released 
me  from  these  importunately  im- 
portant people. 

I  was  well  received  by  the  majority 
of  the  Government— ioo  well,  in- 
deed; they  could  not  be  sincere. 
Trochu  gave  me  the  impression  of 
im  idiot.  My  conversc^ion  with 
him  was  not  long.  *Gk)od  morn- 
ing. General,'  he  said.  *  Crood  morn- 
ing. General,'  I  answered;  *have 
you  kept  me  a  command  ?  '  *  No ; 
there  are  only  nine  at  this  moment, 
and  they  are  all  promised.' 

*  Oh,  very  well ;  the  people  will 
see  to  it,'  I  said ;  *'  (rood  morning.' 

*  But  wait,'  he  said;  *I  only  went 
to  bed  at  two  o'clock.  We  shall 
find  you — ' 

But  I  had  already  turned  on  my 
heel.  What  did  it  matter  to  me 
whether  he  had  gone  to  bed  at  two 
o'clock  or  not  at  all  ?  What  I  saw 
was  that  the  Government  had  no 
place  for  the  only  Republican  Gen- 
eral in  France.  The  others  were 
Generals  of  the  Empire,  and  we  had 
just  had  proof  of  their  capacity  ! 
'  *  Well,'  I  said  to  myself  as  I  left 
the  H6tel  de  Villa,  *  it  will  have  to 
be  done  over  again,'  and  I  turned 
my  steps  towards  the  Corderie. 
There  I  found  the  people  in  the 
persons  of  their  real  representatives. 


There  I  was  at  home  with  people^ 
whose  principles  and  feelings  were 
the  same  as  mine,  and  who  had  the 
same  object  in  view— ^the  franchise 
of  the  proletariat.  At  the  Qdtel  de 
YiUe  it  was  its  utilisation  tiiey 
thought  of.  The  Committees  of 
Vigilance  were  at  cmce  put  into 
action.  The  business  was  divided 
among  Commissions  .in  the  arron- 
dissements,  whose  centre  was  at  the 
Corderie.  I  had  the  War  Depart- 
ment with  Flourens,  LhuilKer, 
Yaillant,  and  Demay. 

The  result  of  the  work  of  these 
Commissions  is  seen  in  the  following 
manifesto  which  was  posted  on  all 
the  walls  of  Paris.  It  may  be  con- 
sidered the  popular  programme — a 
programme  from  which  the  people 
have  never  deviated,  and  which 
they  never  ceased  demanding  frmn 
the  31st  of  October  to  the  22nd  of 
January,which  they  sealed^ith  their 
blood,  and  ratified  after  victory  by 
sending  in  a  number  of  signatures 
to  the  Commune.  The  obstinate 
resistance  of  the  bourgeoisie  to  the 
very  reasonable  demands  of  the 
people  was  the  principal  cause  of 
all  the  bloodshed  which  ensued  in 
P&ris. 

THE   CEXTEAL  COMMITTEE   OP  THE 

TWENTY  AREONDISSEMENTS  TO   THE 

CITIZENS   OP   PAEIS. 

Citizens — On  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  day  after  the  proclamation 
of  the  Bepublic,  a  large  number  of 
citizens  proposed  that  a  Central 
B.epublican  Committer  composed 
of  members  from  the  twenty  arron- 
dissements,  should  be  formed  to 
watch  over  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  and  help  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  regime  founded  on  truly 
Republican  principles — ^the  prin- 
ciples of  the  co-operation  of  the 
individual  initiative  and  of  popular 
solidarity. 

Since  that  day  public  assemblies 
have  elected  their  Committees  of 
Defence  and  Vigilance  in  eveiy 
arrondissement.     As  soon  as  it  was 
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prored  that  the  majority  of  the  ar- 
rondiflsements  were  represented 
by  four  delegates  each,  the  Central 
Repabh'can  Committee  commenced, 
operations. 

The  following  measures  voted  at 
the  popular  meetings  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Covemment  of  the  National 
Defence,  in  succession. 

Mbasusbs  of  Public  Safety. 

To  suppress  the  police,  which  has 
been  organised  in  all  monarchical 
Goyemments  with  a  Tiew  to  the 
subjection  instead  of  the  defence  of 
^  citizens ;  and  to  entrust  it  to 
the  elected  municipalities. 

To  appoint  magistrates  in  every 
district  of  Paris  to  be  guardians  of 
public  safety  on  their  own  direct 
personal  responsibility. 

To  dissolve  all  the  special  corps 
of  the  old  centralised  police,  such 
assergents  de  ville,  so-called  officers 
of  public  safety,  and  the  Paris 
iGuard. 

I  To  entrust  the  National  Guard 
I  composed  of  the  total  number  of 
the  electors,  and  especially  the  vet- 
erans among  them,  with  the  mis- 
sion of  aiding  the  new  magistrates 
of  the  municipal  police  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  duty. 

To  apply  the  two  principles  of 
election  and  responsibility  to  magis- 
trates of  every  kind. 

To  abrogate  all  laws,  restrictive, 
repressive,  and  fiscal,  on  the  right 
of  writing,  speaking,  meeting,  and 
combining. 

Pbotibions  aot)  Accommodation. 

To  appropriate  for  the  publio 
good  all  articles  of  provision,  es- 
pe<nally  the  most  necessary,  stored 
in  Paris,  by  wholesale  or  retail 
Seders,  guaranteeing  the  proprie- 
^  payment  at  the  end  of  the  war 
hy  means  of  an  acknowledgment 
for  the  expropriated  goods. 

To  elect  in  every  street,  or  at 


least  in  every  quarter,  a  Commission 
to  draw  up  a  catalogue  of  the  arti- 
cles of  food,  and  make  a  list  of  the 
owners  who  are  to  be  responsible 
for  the  provisions  to  the  municipal 
authorities. 

To  distribute  the  provisions 
among  all  the  inhabitants  of  Paris 
by  means  of  orders  to  be  delivered 
periodically  in  each  arrondissemeijLt 
in  proportion  to — 

1.  The  number  of  persons  in  the 
family  of  each  citizen. 

2.  The  quantity,  of  provisions 
declared  by  the  above-mentioned 
Commission. 

3.  The  probable  maximum  dura- 
tion  of  the  siege. 

The  municipahties  must  Aimish 
every  citizen  with  the  accommoda- 
tion absolutely  needed  for  himself 
and  his  family. 

Thb  Defbncb  of  Fabis. 

To  call  upon  the  (Jarde  Mobile 
to  at  cmce  elect  the  officers  by 
whom  it  shall  be  led  into  battle, 
those  who  command  it  at  present 
having  been  imposed  upon  it. 

To  rally,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
the  scattered  elements  of  that  he- 
roic army  which  had  been  crushed 
and  dissolved  through  the  treason 
of  its  officers,  and  which,  organised 
to  enslave  the  country,  had  not 
sufficed  to  defend  it.^ 

To  supply  all  the  citizens  as  soon 
as  possible  witJi  weapons  of  long 
range,  and  to  distribute  the  number 
of  cartridges  and  war  supplies  re- 
quisite to  enable  them  to  repulse 
any  attack  that  might  eventually 
be  made  against  them. 

To  prepare,  through  the  care  of 
the  Committees  of  ^rondissement 
the  material  means  and  the  organi- 
sation of  the  men  required  for  the 
special  defence  of  each  quarter. 

To  appropriate  all  free  places  to 
the  service  of  the  defence,  such  as 


'  Thia  passage  does  not  imply  the  appxoyal  of  standing  armies.  It  was  simply  a 
iQCMnre  requisite  under  the  circumstances,  seeing  the  number  of  disbanded  men  -who 
eoomiUred  the  streets  of  Paris. 
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abandoned  apartments  and  pnblio 
monuments. 

To  employ  in  defensive  works  all 
those  who  from  any  cause  were  not 
called  upon  to  contribute  to  the  de- 
fence in  the  character  of  National 
Guards. 

To  establish  a  public  and  perma- 
nent registry  of  all  the  measures 
taken  for  the  defence. 

To  prepare  at  once  the  posts  of 
internal  defence,  secret  communi- 
cations, and  all  the  engines  of  de- 
struction capable  of  being  employed 
against  the  enemy,  even  by  women 
and  children  —  Republican  Paris 
being  resolved  to  bury  itself  be- 
neath its  own  ruins  rather  than 
surrender. 

Dbfencb  of  thb  Depabtmekts. 

To  decree  a  levee  en  masse  of  all 
able-bodied  Frenchmen,  without 
exception,  and  a  general  requisition 
of  evenrthing  that  might  be  of  use 
in  the  defence. 

To  support  every  organisation 
resulting  from  the  popular  initia- 
tive, whosie  aim  was  to  contribute 
to  the  safety  of  the  Bepublic. 

To  commission  general  delegates 
of  the  National  Defence,  whose 
charge  should  be  to  concert  with 
the  Bepublicans  of  the  Departments 
how  to  stimulate  the  patriotic  zeal 
of  the  population,  to  resist  all  re- 
actionary manoeuvres  —  to  guard 
against  treason,  to  hasten  the 
march  of  the  Volunteers  to  the  suc- 
cour of  Paris,  and,  in  case  of  need,  to 
let  themselves  be  killed  at  their  head. 

In  presenting  these  measures 
'  d'urgence '  the  undersigned  are 
convinced  that  the  Government  of 
the  National  Defence  will  hasten  to 
convert  them  into  decrees  for  the 
safety  of  the  coimtry  and  of  the 
Bepublic. 
Ifor  the  Central  Committee  and  by 

delegation  of  the  Committees  of 

Arrondissement. 

The  members  present  at  the 
xheeting  of  the  13th  and  14th  Sep- 
tember— G.  Casse,  Ch.  L.  Ghassiny 


F.  Chate,  Chatisse,  Coasin,  G.  Cln- 
seret**,  Demay*,  Ch.  Damont,  N". 
Gaillard,  G.  Gen  ton,  H.  Hem  a,  JT. 
Johannard*,  Kem,  Lanjalley,  Gr. 
Lefran9ais*,  Leverdays,  Longuet* 
P.  A.  Lutz,  Q.  Lecot,  E.  Leger,  Gr, 
Mallet,  Mainier,  Marchand,  MiUiere^ 
Marchal,  Malon*,  F.  Mango,  Mj- 
ard,  G.  Mollin,  B.  Cadet*,  M.  Por- 
talier,  J.  Perrin,  Sagaerre,  Philip, 
Pillion,  Pindy*,  Ranvier*,  E.  Roy, 
E.  Rouiller,  Thelidon,  Thonnelier, 
Toussaint,  E.  Vaillant*,  J.  Valles*, 
Vertut,  M.  Wong. 

The  asterisks  denote  those  who 
were  elected  members  of  the  Com- 
mune. The  double  asterisks  those 
who  were  elected  in  several  arron- 
dissements.  All  the  elected  be- 
longed to  the  International.  The 
fault  of  this  programme  was  its  ex- 
treme moderation,  leaving  in  the 
shade  a  number  of  point«  which 
ooght  to  have  been  indicated ;  but 
only  the  indispensable  was  indi- 
cated, in  order  not  to  give  offence. 

Thus  to  spare  the  military  sus-, 
ceptibilities  of  Trochu  and  his 
G^erals,  they  had  abstained  from 
indicating  anything  resembling  a 
plan  of  operations.  Nevertheless 
this  address,  so  moderate,  was  re- 
jected. They  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  people.  The  direct- 
ing classes  were  determined  to  keep 
the  management  of  affairs  in  their 
own  hands.  The  people  received 
a  check.  The  bourgeoisie  excluded 
it  from  all  participation  in  public, 
matters,  just  at  the  moment  when 
they  could  effect  nothing  without 
it.  In  future  the  Bourgeoisie  would 
find  in  the  people  no  longer  a  com- 
panion, but  a  judge,  a  critic,  and  an 
adversary. 

It  was  not  long  before  they  ex-  { 
posed  themselves.  Fearing  the 
people  even  more  than  the  Prus- 
sians, Gambetta  their  minister 
proceeded  with  a  very  ill  grace  to 
arm  the  National  Gaaard.  On 
September  6  (observe  well  the 
date),  Trochu,  in  full  council,  de- 
clared that  the  defence  of  Paris  was 
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a  *  ridicnlons  piece  of  folly '  (sic) — 
yet  it  was  confided  to  him  fnlly  atid 
entiirely.  Thus  was  the  people  made 
acqaainted  with  the  small  confi- 
dence in  the  futtire  professed  by 
those  who  had  arrogated  to  them- 
selves the  right  of  defending  it 
withoat  consulting  it  —  without 
even  being  willing  to  hear  it. 

Instead  of  attempting  to  arrest 
the  march  of  the  Prussians  by  dis- 
puting the  heights  which  sur- 
round Paris  they  abandoned  them 
hurriedly,  even  before  the  Prus- 
sians arrived ;  even  the  works 
commenced  at  Montretout  were 
abandoned.  These  abandoned  po- 
sitions were  at  once  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  who  from  thence  bom- 
barded Paris.  Trochu's  plan 
seemed  to  say  to  the  Prussians, 
*My  friendly  enemies,  come  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  deliver  me 
from  this  horrible  nightmare  called 
the  People  of  Paris.' 

Not  content  with  giving  the 
liational  Guard  condemned  weapons, 
they  endeavoured  to  excite  the 
Army  against  it  by  making  a  series 
of  RmaU  sorties,  ridiculous  in  their 
conception  and  disastrous  in  their 
execution.  From  these  sorties  both 
the  soldier  and  the  Mobile  returned 
discouraged.  The  military  chiefs 
set  a  discouraging  example  by  con- 
tinually repeating  that  resistance 
was  impossible — that  they  only  re- 
sisted to  please  the  National  Guard, 
which  desired  war  *  k  outranoe,'  but 
did  not  itself  take  part  in  the  sor- 
ties. What  the  generals  took  good 
care  twt  to  say  was  that  they  them- 
selves denied  the  National  Guards 
the  right  of  marching  against  the 
€nemy,  on  the  plea  that  their  contact 
^th  the  troops  brought  disorder 
into  the  ranks  of  the  latter.  Every 
time  the  soldiers  met  the  National 
Guards  they  called  after  them  by 
the  name  of  *  outranciers,'  '  Guerre 
a  outrance.'  It  is  by  such  foolish 
epithets  as  these  that  what  ought 
^  be  united  becomes  divided,  and 
^revolutions  are  prepared.. 


Trochu  had  committed  a  great 
error  in  draining  France  of  its 
field-artillery  in  order  to  shut  it  up 
in  Paris,  where  it  could  be  of  very 
little  use  against  the  siege-guns  of 
the  Prussians,  and  in  stuffing 
Paris  with  useless  mouths.  Him- 
self  a  Catholic  and  a  Breton,  he  had 
gathered  around  him  the  Catholic 
Mobiles  of  Brittany,  as  well  as  a 
mass  of  provincial  Mobiles,  who 
came  to  eat  at  the  table  of  the  de- 
fence without  bringing  it  any  cor- 
responding assistance. 

The  total  number  of  bayonets  in 
Paris  amounted  to  388,000 ;  of 
these  133,000  were  National  Guards. 
Such  an  agglomeration  of  men  in  a 
besieged  place  could  only  be  ex- 
plained on  the  part  of  the  General- 
in-Chief  by  the  desire  of  bringing 
about  a  solution  as  rapid  as  it  was 
vigorous.  And,  indeed,  placed  in 
the  centre,  face  to  face  with  an  enemy 
whose  effective  force  was  far  from 
reaching  his  own  and  whose  lines 
of  concentration  were  longer  than 
his,  he  had  only  one  course  to  take 
— ^to  mass  his  troops,  and  strike 
without  ceasing,  until  he  had 
pierced  the  lines  of  investment.  If 
he  kept  this  mass  of  devouring 
mouths  idle,  he  was  either  a  traitor 
or  an  idiot.  This  elementary  ar- 
gument was  in  everyone's  mouth. 
We  shall  see  in  the  conduct  of 
Trochu  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  the  popular  exasperation. 

There  is  one  circumstance  which 
no  one  hitherto  has  thought  of 
noticing,  and  that  is  the  active 
participation  of  the  Jesuits  in  all 
the  unfortunate  events  which  suc- 
ceeded one  another  in  France  ever 
since  £ug6nie  Montijo  obtained  the 
mastery  over  her  husband,  and, 
through  him,  over  the  whole  of 
France.  Generals,  diplomatists,  s 
and  administrators  were  all  either 
connected  with  or  agreeable  to  the 
Jesuits.  Trochu,  D'Aurelles  de 
Paladine,  Lefl6,  and  Ducrot  were, 
and  still  are  connected  with  them. 
I  seized  the  trunks  belonging  to  the 
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two  lasir^that  of  Lefld  at  the  Minis- 
try of  War,  that  of  Ducrot  at  the 
n6tel  de  Yille.  The  first  contained 
nothing  bat  scapularies,  mass-books, 
and  uniforms ;  the  other  contained 
in  addition  a  volmninoas  corre- 
spondence with  devotees  and  mili- 
tary men.  It  is  hardly  possible  for 
anything  to  be  more  trivial.  This 
man,  who  ought  to  have  devoted 
the  greater  ^art  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  important  duties 
of  his  office,  was  chiefly  occupied 
with  domestic  trifles.  There  was 
one  whole  packet  of  letters  about 
the  choice  of,  a  lodging  and  stables 
at  Versailles.  The  comfort  of  him- 
self and  his  horses  was  his  first 
care.  Indeed,  the  love  of  luxury 
was  everywhere  apparent  in  the 
French  army. 

The  day  of  the  capitulation  of 
Sedan  I  crossed  the  Belgian  frontier 
at  BouiUon,  and  entered  the  train 
at  Poiz  in  company  with  the  whole 
staff  of  a  regiment  of  lancers.  All 
the  conversation  of  these  gentlemen 
during  the  journey  was  about  the 
breakfast  they  had  eaten  in  the 
morning  and  the  supper  that 
awaited  them  in  Namur,  where 
they  were  to  be  interned.  Con- 
cerning France,  and  the  soldiers 
whom  they  had  abandoned,  not  a 
word.  This  in  part  explains  our 
disasters. 

Ducrot,  in  whom  Trochu  placed 
all  confidence,  after  the  Holy  Virgin, 
was  the  cause  of  his  first  misfortune. 
On  the  19th  of  September,  at  the  head 
of  the  14th  Corps,  composed  of  the 
three  divisions  Caussade,  Hngues, 
and  De  Maussion,  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  disgracefully  the  redoubt 
of  Ch^tillon,  leaving  eight  guns  be- 
hind him,  and  afterwsods  those  of 
Bag^eux  and  the  Stone  Mill.  His 
soldiers,  badly  commanded,  fled  in 
disorder  without  fighting.  This 
first  check  at  the  beginning  of  the 
campaign  not  only  hsid  a  disastrous 
moral  effect,  but  it  enabled  the 
Prussians  to  command  the  Southern 
forts. 


The  people  of  Paris  felt  the  dis- 
grace acutely.  It  entailed  the 
loss,  without  a  struggle,  of  the 
most  important  positions  of 
Meudjon,  Montrotout,  Brimborion, 
ij^ennevilliers,  and  Ville  d'Avray, 
and  afforded  a  pretext  for  blowing 
upthe  bridges  of  Sevres,  Billancourt, 
St.  Cloud,  Bineau,  Asnieres,  Clichj, 
and  St.  Ouen.  .  Mont  Valerien 
remained  isolated,  like  an  advanced 
sentinel.  If  the  enemy  had  pleased, 
it  might  have  entered  Paris  that 
very  day,  peU-mell  with  the 
fugitives. 

On  the  28th  of  September  General 
Vinoy  proposed  an  aggressive  re- 
connaissance upon  Choisi-le-Boi, 
with  the  additional  object  of  blowing 
up  the  bridge,  which  served  the 
Prussians  in  their  communicatioDS. 
The  village  was  not  strongly 
garrisoned.  It  was  to  be  a  coup  de 
main,  the  success  of  which  depended 
on  the  boldness  and  promptitude  of 
its  execution.  At  i  p.m.  Trochu 
came  to  an  understanding  with 
Vinoy — the  advance  was  arranged 
for  the  morrow.  At  3  p.m.  another 
telegram  from  Trochu  put  it  off 
unt3  the  day  after  the  morrow.  In 
themeantime  councils  of  war  followed 
one  another.  In  place  of  a  simple 
affair,  Trochu  drew  up  the  plan  of  a 
real  battle,  with  a  front  of  not  less 
than  six  kilometres,  and  the  details 
of  which  were  as  minutely  prescribed 
as  if  it  were  to  be  a  review.  He 
even  went  so  far  as  to  settle  to  a 
minute  the  length  of  time  the 
artillery  were  to  fire.  On  the  29th 
he  visited  the  forts  officially,  in 
order  publicly  to  give  his  instruc- 
tions concerning  the  cannonade  of 
the  morrow.  On  their  side,  all  the 
Generals  of  Division,  escorted  by 
their  respective  staffs,  proceeded  to 
head-quarters  to  confer  with  the 
General-in-Chief.  The  whole  Press 
discussed  the  afiair,  and  commented 
on  the  operations  of  the  morrow. 

What  might  have  been  anticipated 
came  to  pass.  Instead  of  surprising, 
the  French    were  themselves  sur- 
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pised.  Eyeiywhere  die  Pmssians 
in  nmnbers  were  ready  for  them, 
and  they  were  again  sham^^llj 
defeated,  with  a  loss  of  1,985  men. 

This  second  folly  of  Trochu,  which 
might  he  more  harshly  characterised, 
again  excited  a  jnst  dissatisfaction 
in  the  population.  On  the  13th  of 
October  the  battle  of  Bagneux  took 
place.  After  having  pushed  on  the 
whole  of  the  13  th  Corps,  and  got 
possession  of  Bagneux,  Qeneral 
Vinoy  sent  Trochu  the  following 
telegram  : — '  We  are  masters  of 
Bagneux.  I  am  taking  measures 
to  maintain  my  position.  Will  you 
keep  it  ?'  Trochu's  answer  was  an 
order  to  retreat.  This  retreat  wad 
carried  out  in  good  order,  with 
^  loss  of  only  200  men ;  but  what 
good  result  could  come  of  this 
systematic  weakness  P 

On  the  24th  of  October  the  famous 
affiiir  of  Bourget  took  place.  It  was 
only  a  repetition  on  a  vaster  scale  of 
what  we  have  just  described.  This 
^7,  for  the  nrst  time,  Paris  got  a 
bolletin  of  victory,  Trochu  an- 
nonnced  to  the  Parisians  that  he  had 
taken  Bourget,  a  village  situated  to 
fte  north  of  Paris  on  theold  Flanders 
n)ad.  ^Thanks  to  this  important 
snccess  the  circle  of  operations  is 
ahout  to  be  enlarged  in  this  direc- 
tion.' On  the  following  day,  the 
29th,  the  Prussians  directed  a  violent 
cannonade  upon  the  village.  Trochu 
had  left  some  battalions  of  Mobiles 
th«^  but  he  did  not  take  the  trouble 
to  snpport  them.  On  the  30th  the 
^^Wsians  returned  en  masses  and, 
after  crushing  their  unhappy  victims, 
retook  Bourget.  To  add  irony  to 
disgrace,  Jules  Favre  had  the  walls 
of  Paris  placarded  to  the  eflTect  that 
^  population  should  not  allow 
itaelf  to  be  discouraged  by  this 
event,  'since  Bourget  does  not  belong 
to  onr  general  system  of  defence.' 


Far  from  calming,  this  new  insult 
to  its  good  sense  only  exasperated 
Paris  &e  more.  The  climax  was 
reached  the  following  morning, 
when  the  walls  were  covered  wiSi 
placards  announcing  the  capitula- 
tion of  Metz,  and  the  arrival  of  M, 
Thiers  as  bearer  of  a  proposition  for 
an  armistice. 

To  form  an  idea  of  the  stupefac- 
tion of  the  Parisians,  it  is  necessar^ 
to  state  that  this  capitulation,  which 
was  known  to  the  Government  on 
the  27th,  nearly  cost  F61ix  Pyat  his 
life,  for  having  published  it  on  the 
28t^  in  his  journal  Le  Gomhat 
Pyat  obtained  the  news  from 
Flourens,  and  the  latter  got  it  fr^om 
Bochefort,  who,  being  a  member  of 
the  Government,  was  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  despatches. 

NevOTtheless  the  Government 
dared  to  insert  in  the  Official  J<mmal 
that  the  news  was  false  in  every 
respect,  that  its  author  was  in  league 
with  the  Prussians  (always  the  old 
calumny),  and  that  he  ought  to  be 
brought  before  a  court-martial,  but 
that  they  were  satisfied  to  deliver 
him  up  to  public  mdignation — that 
was  to  say,  in  plain  French,  *  assassi- 
nate him!'  and  in  fiskct  the  mob 
rushed  to  the  office  of  the  paper  and 
sacked  it ;  and  if  F6Hx  Pyat  had  not 
fortunately  been  absent,  there  is 
little  doubt  he  would  have  been  torn 
to  pieces.* 

The  Government  was  afterwards 
forced  to  confess  that  it  had  told  an 
impudent  lie,  and  it  was  not  its 
fault  that  the  people  at  its  instiga- 
tion had  not  committed  an  abomi- 
nable crime.  In  the  presence  of 
such  facts,  what  honest  man  dare 
condemn  the  people  for  having  that 
very  day  endeavoured  to  get  rid  of 
such  unworthy  and  incapable  men 
in  order  to  take  its  affairs  into  its 
own  hands  ? 


!  *  The  same  thing  happened  to  me  on  September  7  with  the  Marseillaise,  for  having 
I  ^^  to  attack  GamTOtta ;  only  I  received  the  crowd  in  person,  and  things  took  a 

^ffiront  turn.  I  was  greeted  with  cheers  that  evening  at  Belleville,  and,  as  at  the 
k  Halles  Centrales  and  the  Rue  d' Arras,  the  people  en  masse  supported  me  against 

6«abetta  and  Bochefort. 
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It  is  evident  that  Socialism  had 
nothing  to  do  with  all  this  in  its 
character  of  a  party  having  a  doc- 
trine. It  was  content  to  be  patriotic 
and  Bepublican,  and  to  combat  in- 
dividnaUy.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
International  refused,  perhaps  with 
too  much  modesty,  to  take  the 
official  direction  of  the  movement, 
as  a  constituted  body,  but  all  its 
members  took  part  in  it  individu- 
ally—  the  men  of  most  influence  at 
the  head.  Karl  Marx,  who  has  a 
German  temperament,  and  does  not 
understand  the  temperament  of  the 
Latins,  was  never  tired  of  counsel- 
ling  the  International  to  abstain 
from  all  political  action.  In  Franco, 
every  one  who  does  not  support  his 
views  by  acts,  whether  an  individual 
or  a  party,  is  dead.  The  people 
which  allows  itself  too  often  to  be 
paid  by  phrases,  digests  them  quick- 
ly, and  Paris  especially  requires  acts. 

It  was  needful  to  acquit  the  In- 
ternational of  all  responsibility  in 
what  follows. 

$i8t  of  October. 

About  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing numerous  deputations  of  the 
National  Guards  assembled  round 
the  H6tel  de  Ville  and  demanded 
from  the  Mayor  of  Paris,  E.  Arago, 
and  from  Jules  Simon,  in  the  name 
of  the  Government,  an  explanation 
of  the  rumours  afloat  relating  to  an 
armistice.  Both  swore  that  there 
had  never  been  a  question  of  such 
a  thing,  and  that  they  would  rather 
allow  themselves  to  be  killed  than 
consent  to  it. 

While  this  comedy  was  being 
acted,  the  Corderie  sent  some  rather 
more  earnest  delegates  to  insist  not 
only  upon  a  struggle  to  the  death, 
but  also  upon  the  election  of  a  com- 
munal assembly,  charged  with  the 
defence  of  Paris  and  its  administra- 
tion. During  the  whole  course  of 
its  progress  this  deputation  was 
greeted  with  the  cries  *  Long  live 
the  Commune ! '  *  Down  with 
TrochuT     This  was  the  first  ap- 


pearance  of  the  Commune.  It  - 
nothing  but  the  protest  of  thepeople, 
justly  indignant  at  having  been  ao 
grossly  deceived. 

The  delegates  had  some  trouble  to 
push  their  way  through.  The  stair- 
case  and  corridors  were  filled  with 
Breton  Mobiles  devoted  to  Trochu. 
In  their  wake  the  people  invaded 
the  H6tel  de  Ville,  proclaimed  the 
dissolution  of  the  Gh>vemment,  and 
the  establishment  of  a  Commission 
composed  of  Dorian,  Louis  Blanc, 
F61ix  Pyat,  Gambon,  Delesclnse, 
Ledru  RoUin,  and  Milliere,  charged 
with  the  duty  of  proceeding  with 
the  election  of  the  members  of  the 
Commune  within  48  hours. 

While  this  was  going  on,  the 
members  of  the  Government,  who, 
with  one  single  exception — B. 
Picard — ^had  assembled  in  their  hall 
of  deliberation,  and  were  surrounded 
by  a  great  number  of  citizens,  de- 
cided on  retiring.  Trochu  bad 
already  consented  to  give  in  his 
resignation,  saying  he  would  be 
satisfied  to  lead  a  battalion  against 
the  enemy. 

Unfortunately  Flourens  came  to 
spoil  all.  At  the  head  of  the  Fom- 
hers  of  Belleville  he  broke  into  the 
saloon  and  proclaimed  the  appcnnt- 
ment  of  a  Committee  of  Pablic 
Safety  (SaliU  Pi»5Zu;)— the  same 
stupid  idea  which  at  a  later  period 
contributed  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
Commune.  The  Commune  meant 
hberty  through  municipal  self- 
government;  it  meant  justice.  The 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,  how- 
ever it  might  be  composed,  meant 
dictatorship.  Many  of  the  National 
Gnards,  discouraged  by  this  di£R»r* 
ence,  retired  from  the  cause. 

In  the  meantime,  Jules  Feny  and 
Trochu,  who  had  succeeded  in 
making  their  escape — in  spite  of 
the  promise  of  Flourens  not  to  lose 
sight  of  them — ^returned  at  the  head 
of  the  Breton  Mobiles  and  of  the 
reactionary  National  Ghiards. 

Having  received  timely  warning, 
Blanqui,    Flourens,   Milliere,    and 
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Delesclnze  came  to  the  following 
terms  with  the  Government : — 

1.  The  present  members  of  the 
Government  shonld  remain  at  their 
posts  Dntil  the  Communal  elections 
took  place,  which  they  promised  to 
bring  about  as  soon  as  possible. 

2.  The  members  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Safety  should  have 
fhll  liberty  to  retire,  and  the 
Government  should  not  prosecute 
any  person  whatsoever  on  account 
of  what  had  just  taken  place. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
everyone  departed  to  his  home. 
The  a£&ir  had  &iled  owing  to  want 
of  agreement.  If  the  International 
had  acted  in  its  collective  capacity 
it  would  have  made  short  work  of 
exuberant  personalities.  The  Go- 
Termnent  did  not  keep  a  single 
one  of  its  engagements.  It  did  not 
order  the  elections,  but  it  arrested 
Jackard,  Vermorel,  FeUx  Pyat,  G. 
Lefran9ais,  Eudes,  Levrault,Tridon, 
Bonvier,  Bazoua,  Tibakli,  Goupil, 
Sillot,  V^sinier,  R^g^re,  Maurice 
Joly,  and  CyriUe.  Bl^qui,Milliere, 
and  Flourens  succeedea  in  making 
their  escape. 

The  petits  crev^s  were  rejoiced ; 
the  restaurateurs  again  spr^ul  out 
their  dainties,  and6r6bant — ^whohad 
never  let  his  customers  suffer  a 
sinffle  day,  as  is  proved  by  the 
m^al  I  am  about  to  describe — 
made  his  ovens  bum  more  brightly 
than  ever.  The  medal  was  of  gold, 
and  was  struck  at  the  Mint.  On 
its  face  it  bore  this  inscription : — 

Boring  the  siege  of  Paris  some  persons 
aecTutomed  to  meet  once  a  fortnight  at  M. 
Brabant's,  never  once  perceived  that  they 
were  dining  in  a  besieged  town  of  two 
ouUion  inhabitants — 1870-71. 

On  the  reverse : — 

To  H.  Paul  BsiBAifT. 

Ernest  Renan^S.  de  St.  Victor— M. 
Bdtholet — Ch.  Blanc— Seherer — Dnmesnil 
—A,  Neflftieiv— Ch.  Edmond— Thnrot— J. 
Bertrand  —  Marcy— E.  de  Gonconrt  — 
Th^phile  Ganthier-A.  Hebrard. 

An  were  there  represented — ^phi- 
TOL.  vn. — NO.  xxxn.   new  sbbies. 


losophy,  letters,  the  arts,  criticism ; 
but  while  these  gentlemen  were 
eating,  the  people  were  fasting; 
while  they  were  tossing  off  their 
glasses  of  champagne  and  savouring 
fiieir  refined  dishes,  the  women  who 
had  risen  before  daylight,  their  feet 
buried  in  half-roelted  snow,  their 
meagre  shoulders  shivering  under 
the  north-east  wind — ^the  wives, 
sisters,  mothers,  and  daughters  of 
the  *  thirty-sous  men,'  as  they  were 
called,  that  is,  of  the  workmen  and 
National  Guards,  —  were  forming 
queu£  at  the  bakers'  doors  in  order  to 
obtain  a  piece  of  adulterated  bread 
and  a  portion  of  damaged  meat. 
As  to  the  fieithers,  husbands,  sons,, 
and  brothers  of  these  poor  crea- 
tures, whom  at  a  later  period  the 
guests  of  Brabant  nicknamed  th& 
*  females  of  the  F^der^s,*  they  were 
fighting  and  mounting  guard.  How^ 
could  they  have  been  satisfied? 

Thb  Battles  of  Chamfiont  aitd 

BuZBlfYAL. 

M.  de  Bismark,  in  the  meantime,, 
had  rejected  all  proposals  of  an 
armistice  which  stipulated  for  the 
re-victualling  of  Paris  during  the 
time  it  lasted.  Consequently  it  was 
necessary  to  renew  the  straggle  and 
to  abandon  the  hope  of  immediate- 
capitulation,  so  dear  to  the  Gbvem-^ 
ment  and  to  M.  Brabant's  customers. 
The  Government  was  obliged  ta 
make  a  new  show  of  resistance. 
Marching  battalions  were  organised,, 
and  many  of  their  officers  be* 
longed  to  the  International.  The 
people  breathed  again,  and  believed 
that  now,  at  last,  they  would  have 
the  satisfaction  of  fighting  in  earnest. 
With  all  the  pomp  and  charlatanism 
necessary  to  throw  dust  into  the 
eyes  of  the  credulous,  and  to  at- 
tract the  attention  of  the  Prussians, 
Ducrot  prepared  a  great  sortie, 
which  was  ushered  in  by  a  procla- 
mation, since  become  famous  owing 
to  the  following  gasconade: — 'Pari- 
sians !  you  wiU  never  see  me  again 
except  dead  or  victorious.'    He  re- 

n  D 
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turned  alive  enoagh,  but  beaten. 
This  battle,  whiai  lasted  three 
days,  took  the  name  of  the  Battle 
of  Champigny.  The  first  day,  the 
elan  natnral  to  the  French  enabled 
them  to  conquer  the  half  of  the 
slope  whose  summit  was  occupied 
by  the  Prussians.  This  was  a  bad 
position ;  the  soldiers  were  obliged 
to  bivouac  on  the  frozen  snow  with- 
out fire.  On  the  second,  they  held 
out  as  well  as  they  could  against  the 
murderous  fire  of  the  enemy ;  but, 
as  always  happened,  while  remforce- 
ments  came  to  the  latter  from  all 
sides,  their  own  came  not.  On  the 
3rd  of  December  theyjwere  obliged  to 
re-enter  Paris.  The  loss  sustained 
was  considerable,  and  the  discou- 
ragement was  stiU  greater.  Every 
one  aflked  how  it  happened — ^by 
what  marvellous  act  of  folly — ^that 
Trochu,  who  had  388,000  men  at 
his  disposal,  found  himself  on  the 
third  day  of  the  battle  overwhelmed 
by  numbers,  since  his  lines  of  opera- 
tion were  much  shorter  than  those 
of  the  enemy;  and  indeed  only 
treason  could  ^i^e  a  plausible  ex- 
planation of  such  a  result.  Yet  the 
whole  month  of  November  had  been 
spent  in  preparations  for  this  gigan- 
tic *  humbug.'  Now  neither  ^&ochu 
nor  the  Grovemment  was  ignorant 
of  the  number  of  rations,  and  con- 
sequently they  knew  how  many 
days  Paris  could  hold  out.  The 
inhabitants,  in  their  exasperation, 
demanded  the  dismissal  of  Trochu 
and  called  for  a  sortie  en  masse. 
This  sortie  was  made  on  the  19th 
of  January,  with  even  less  success 
than  the  affair  of  Champigny.  In 
the  interval  the  disastrous  affair  of 
the  Plateau  d'Avron  had  taken  place, 
and  the  useless  attempt  to  retake 
Bourget. 

As  early  as  the  7th  of  September  I 
had  written  to  Trochu  to  point  out 
to  him  the  importance  of  the  Pla- 
teau, and  to  impress  upon  him  the 
necessity  of  making  it  a  tenable 
position.  On  the  23ra  of  December, 
when  we  were  obliged  to  evacuate 


it,  the  works  were  not  yet  finished. 
Some  idea  may  be  formed  of 
Trochu's  incapacity  from  the  fact  of 
his  ordering  the  13th  Corps  to  de- 
stroy the  bridge  of  GU>umay,  whidk 
was  no  longer  in  existence,  having 
been  blown  up  by  order  g£  Troohn 
himself  before  the  siege  began. 

On  the  19th  of  January  all  Paris 
was  astir;  armed  to  the  teeth  ^ewas 
about  to  stake  her  alL  The  elan  of 
the  marching  battalions  was  remark- 
able. The  men  who  composed  them, 
for  the  most  part  married  and  others 
of  a  family,  departed  courageously, 
escorted  hj  their  &milies  to  the 
gates  of  Paris.  The  women  re- 
slrained  their  tears  and  consoled 
their  children.  '  Do  your  duty,  and 
we  will  do  ours,'  they  said  to  the 
cherished  beings  whom  many  of 
them  would  never  see  again;  and 
they  did  their  duty  bravely. 

The  army  could  not  help  admir- 
ing and  applauding  their  enthu- 
siasm. All  might  have  gone  well 
if  the  French  Generals  had  or- 
dered the  advance  to  be  sounded 
instead  of  the  retreat.  But  Paris 
victorious  meant  the  trium^  of  the 
people  and  the  destruction  of  the 
standing  army.  In  order  that  the 
C^nerals  might  retain  their  sine- 
cures it  was  necessary  that  the 
enemy  should  triumph,  and  that  the 
people  should  be  crushed. 

Make  your  notes  in  peace,  0 
C^nerals  of  the  Empire !  You  haye 
attained  your  object.  The  humilia- 
tion of  France,  the  victory  of  the 
foreigner,  and  the  massacre  of  the 
people  by  you,  give  you  a  threefold 
right  to  the  budget  of  which  Prance 
b^rs  the  burden. 

This  last  treason  could  not  fail  of 
its  effect  on  Paris.  There  was  too 
much  grief,  too  much  despair  and 
indignation  there  for  an  explosion 
not  to  tajce  place.  It  was  in  vain 
that  the  Oovernment  threw  Trochu 
overboard  and  replaced  him  bv 
Vinoy.  What  the  people  wwited 
was  the  Commune,  that  they  might 
obtain  tlie  conduct  of  their  own 
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affldrt/  The  22rid  of  Jantuiry  yrss 
the  day  appointed  for  a  fresh  Com- 
munaJ  demonstration;  btit,in  ol-der 
to  tinders^d  tie*  nature  of  the 
movement,* 'it  is  necessary  to  ciast  a 
coup  d^oeil  on  the  political  organisa- 
tion of  Paris  at  that  time.  Since 
the  4th  of  Septetnber,  outside  the 
Corderie,  where  the  different  socie- 
ties belonging  to  the  Socialist  party 
held  their  meetings,  other  societies 
had  formed  themselves,  purely  poli- 
tical— that  is  to  say,  for  the  most 
part  Jacobin. 

First  there  was  the  *  Republican 
Union,*  consisting  chiefly  of  the 
representatives  of  1848-5  i,who were 
dispersed  on  the  2nd  of  December ; 
then  there  was  the  *  Republican 
Alliance,'  which  grew  out  of  a 
schism  in  the  Republican  Union, 
hut  was  composed  of  similar  ele- 
ments— ^the  Republican  bourgeoisie 
who  were  opposed  to  Socialism. 
This  society  still  counts  many  mem- 
hers  in  the  South  of  France,  and 
plays  a  great  part  in  the  elections. 
Besides  these  there  was  *  the  De- 
fenders of  the  Republic,*  a  society 
founded  by  Henri  Brisson,  with  an 
^m  to  personal  election.  At  that 
time  it  was  of  little  importance,  but 
since  then  it  has  been  reformed  and 
has  done  good  service.  These  so- 
cieties, after  having  come  to  an 
understanding  for  the  occasion  with 
the  faubourgs  and  the  International, 
issued  a  proclamation,  ordering  the 
Communal  elections,  and  fixing  a 
rendezvous  with  the  National  Guards 
Oh  the  Place  of  the  H6tel  de  Ville 
oa  the  22iid  of  January.  On  its 
Bide,  the  Government,  which  no 
longCT  held  its  sittings  at  the  H6tel 
deYillfe,had  filled  it  and  the  two 
annexes  at  the  comers  of  the  rue 
Victoria  with  Breton  Mobiles.  The 
^dows  were  blocked  up  with  bags 
fiUed  with  earth. 

When  the '  deputation  presented 
itself  atthe  Hdtel  de  ViUe,  Chaudey, 
the  colleague  of  Jules  Ferry,  was 
alone.  On  pretence  of  going  to 
consult  the  latter,  he  retired  for  ik 


few  moments,  and  gave  orders  f8t 
the  Mobiles  to  fire  upon  the  peoj^le, 
and  upon  about  200  National 
Guards  of  !Etatignolles,  commandect 
by  Sapia.  Without  any  provocation; 
without  any  warning,  in  one  mo- 
ment the  gwund  was  covered  with 
corpses.  The  Catholic  Mobiles  of 
Brittany  assassinated  in  cold  blood 
the  Parisians  who  had  come  to  ask 
for  the  Commune.  Chaudey'  ex- 
piated this  horrible  crime  with 
his  life.  Sixty  corpses  remained 
lying  on  the  square,  mostly  those 
of  women  and  children,  who  had 
been  attra6ted  by  curiosiiy.  More 
than  a  thousand  warrants  of  arrest 
were  issued ;  and  the  miserable  vic- 
tims, shut  up  together  pell-mell  in 
Vincennes,  without  wpe,  during 
one  of  the  most  severe  winters  of 
this  age,  underwent  terrible  sufier- 
ings.  The  people  never  forget  this 
sort  of  executions.  These  were' 
avenged  under  the  Commune,  as 
those  of  the  VersaiHists  will  be  here- 
after. This  is  no  threat — I  am  not 
so  childish.  I  sorrowftdly  affirm  a 
law  based  upon  never-failing  pre- 
cedents. 

Six  days  later  Paris  capitulated* 
There  was  a  rumour  current  that 
the  sailors  refused  to  surrender  the 
forts.  Bah !  These  people — ^I  speak 
of  the  chiefs,  especially  admirals  as 
well  as  generals — ^have  their  own 
particular  courage  and  honour;  they 
know  no  other.  This  honour  and 
this  courage  consist  in  allowing  a 
cannon  ball  to  pass  over  them 
without  bending  their  heads,  and 
in  giving  up  their  swords  in  a 
particular  manner.  They  wait  till 
the  hreach  has  the  number  of  cen- 
timetres prescribed  by  the  code; 
then  they  surrender.  Their  con- 
science and  the  military  code  are 
satisfied.  They  are  paid  for  that 
and  nothing  else.  It  is  ad  if  yon 
demanded  of  the  laquais  "when  he 
has  cleaned  your  reom,  or  of  the 
groom  when  he  has  rubbed  down 

Sir  horses,  some  affection  towards 
master.    He  would  simply  ask 
D  D  2 
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in  reply, '  How  much  extra  do  you 
pay  for  such  service  ? ' 

The  fcruih  is  the  sailors  as  well  as 
the  soldiers  were  glad  to  surrender, 
and  many  of  them  were  heard  to 
shout  aloud,  '  We  don't  care  a  d — 
for  France  or  the  French ;  we  shall 
go  to  Germany,  where  there  is  good 
Deer ! '  Imperial  system  !  Pariem 
et  ci/rcenses. 

In  capitulating,  Jules  Favre  had 
stipulated  that  ihe  National  Guards 
shoold  not  be  disarmed.  Afterwards 
he  asked  pardon  of  God  and  of  man 
for  this  error,  but  the  truth  is  he 
could  not  have  done  otherwise.  The 
National  Goards  would  not  have 
placed  themselves  in  the  power 
of  the  army — of  that  they  have 
given  proof  in  allowing  themselves 
to  be  cut  to  pieces  by  the  Yersaillists 
rather  than  surrender 

According  to  the  terms  of  the 
capitulation,  the  elections  were  to 
take  place  on  the  8th  of  Febmary. 
On  the  1 2th  the  Assembly  was  to 
meet  at  Bordeaux.  The  elections 
at  Paris  were  conducted  under  con- 
ditions whose  sincerity  was  more 
than  doubtful.  M.  Jules  Ferry 
took  more  than  eight  days  to  sum 
up  the  votes.  M.  Thiers,  who  on 
the  7th  had  only  6i,ooo  votes  all  of 
a  sudden  had  103,226.  Some  light 
may  be  thrown  on  this  by  a  fact 
to  which  I  can  bear  witness.  M. 
Charles  Floquet  went  to  the  H6tel 
de.  Ville  in  person,  in  order  to  de- 
mand the  restitution  of  10,000  votes, 
which  M.  Jules  Ferry  had  sub- 
tracted from  him.  *  Ex  uno  disce 
onmes.'  A  great  number  of  elec- 
tors abstained  from  voting,  either 
out  of  disgust  or  from  fear ;  and  in 
&ct  a  great  number  of  arrests  were 
made  at  the  polls.  Out  of  forty- 
three  Deputies  only  seven  were  Con- 
servatives. Jules  Favre  was  the 
only  member  of  the  Government 
who  was  elected,  and  he  was  the 
last  but  one.  Louis  Blanc  was  the 
first.  The  first  acts  of  the  Assem^ 
bly  at  Bordeaux  were  not  of  a  nature 
to    calm    the    popular    irritation. 


These  men,  these  ghosts  of  the 
past,  who  had  done  nothing  for 
their  country  while  it  was  in  dan- 
ger, and  who  were  now  about  to 
put  the  seal  upon  its  dismember- 
ment began  with  an  insult  to  Gari- 
baldi, which  passed  over  the  head 
of  Garibaldi  to  strike  the  people 
of  Paris ;  for  the  Parisians,  in 
testimony  of  their  gratitude  to  the 
hero  of  Italy,  had  appointed  him 
General  of  tiie  National  Guard. 
Garibaldi  retired,  as  well  as  Yictor 
Hugo.  To  empfaasise  still  more  the 
insult  to  the  Parisians,  D'Aurelles 
de  Paladine  was  imposed  upon  them 
—the  pious  General  of  the  Jesuits, 
who,  in  order  to  beat  the  Prussians, 
had  recourse  to  Notre  Dame  of 
Fourvieres.  This  D'Aurelles  had 
not  distinguished  himself  in  his 
past  military  career.  It  was  to  him 
that  Gambetta  entrusted  the  great 
army  of  the  Loire.  At  the  first 
shock,  and  in  spite  of  Notre  Dame 
of  Fourvieres,  this  army  split  into 
two.  Gambetta,  without  being  at 
all  disconcerted,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion that  henceforth  there  were  two 
armies  of  the  Loire,  and  gave  one 
to  Cbanzy,  while  Bourbaki  took  the 
command  of  the  other.  A  second 
shock  produced  a  similar  result 
The  Generals  of  Gambetta  multi- 
plied the  armies  just  as  one  multiplies 
pieces  of  china  by  letting  them  falL 
The  Holy  Virgin  did  not  protect 
D'Aurelles  any  better  at  Paris  than 
she  had  done  at  Orleans.  The  Pa- 
risians were  unmanageable.  Blow 
upon  blow  followed  upon  this 
mi&erable  choice  of  a  General  for 
the  National  Guard — first  the  de- 
gradation of  Paris  from  her  rank  as 
capital,  and  next  the  entrance  of 
the  Prussians.  It  was  too  much. 
On  the  27th  it  was  supposed  thai 
the  Prussians  would  enter  on  the 
following  day.  Everywhere  was 
heard  the  beating  of  the  gSne- 
rale,  and  200,000  armed  National 
Guaards  marched  to  the  barriers  of 
L'£!teile  and  Passy.  It  was  a  &Jse 
alarm.    On  their  return  they  car- 
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ried  back  with  tbem  a  number  of 
pieces  of  artillery  which  had  been 
lefb  at  the  park  of  Wagram,  on  the 
spot  abont  to  be  occnpied  by  the 
Prossians.  These  pieces,  paid  for 
by  the  subscriptions  of  the  National 
Ghiard,  were  clearly  their  own  pro- 
perty. After  the  peace  was  con- 
eluded,  the  bourgeois  journals  di- 
rected all  their  attacks  against  the 
poor  National  Guards,  who  were 
easily  recognised  by  their  thirty 
sous.  As  they  had  no  work  it  had  be- 
come necessary  to  give  thirty  sous  a 
day  to  all  National  Guards  who 
asked  for  it.  Hence  resulted  two 
classes  of  citizens — the  poor  at 
thirty  sous  and  the  rich  who  served 
gratuitously.  The  above-mentioned 
journals  called  loudly  for  the  dis- 
anning  of  the  National  Guaa^.  Ac- 
cording to  them,  it  was  only  out  of 
laziness  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
thirty  sous  that  the  people  desired 
to  maintain  the  institution ;  but 
where  is  the  workman  even  who 
would  be  satisfied  with  thirty 
sous?  The  petite  bourgeoisie,  on 
the  other  hand,  who  were  discon- 
tented with  the  law  about  the  falling 
due  of  bills,  which  tended  directly 
to  bankruptcy,  joined  with  the  people 
in  demanding  the  Commune.  On 
all  sides  one  heard  it  spoken — *  Since 
Prance  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
us,  we  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
France.  Paris  as  a  free  town  has 
every  thing  to  gain.' 

When  matters  were  in  such  a 
state  of  tension  only  a  pretext  was 
wanting  to  bring  about  a  crisis. 
This  pretext  was  afforded  imme- 
diately by  the  ofiBcial  journals. 
They  complained  of  the  dan^r  that 
threatened  the  peaceable  inhabit- 
ants from  the  cannon  of  Mont- 
martre  being  levelled  on  Paris. 
There  was  no  question  of  their 
being  levelled  on  Paris.  The  guns 
on  the  summit  of  the  Buttes 
were  only  troublesome  to  their 
guardians,  who  were  only  too 
desirous  to  be  rid  of  them.  Ne»>- 
tiations  were  in  progress.     The  de- 


legates of  the  6ist  battalion  of 
Montmartre,  through  the  mediation 
of  their  mayor,  Cl^menceau,  had 
offered  to  surrender  the  guns  un- 
conditionally, but  Vinoy  thought 
proper  to  cut  short  the  denouement. 
What  was  desired  in  high  quarters 
was  a  massacre,  that  they  might 
take  advantage  of  it  to  disarm  the 
National  Guard  and  annihilate  the 
Socialist  party. 

On  March  1 2,  on  his  own  autho- 
rity, Vinoy  suppressed  six  Radical 
journals,  Le  Vengeur,  Le  Ori  du 
PeujpUj  Le  Mot  cTOrdre,  Le  Fhre 
Ihicfiesne,  La  Garicatrire,  and  the 
Bouche  de  fer.  Not  content  with 
this,  he  forbade  the  publication  of 
any  new  journal  until  the  state  of 
siege  was  declared  at  an  end — ^that 
is  to  say,  indefinitely. 

The  new  regime  was  of  bad 
augury  for  the  Republicans.  Every- 
one recognised  in  these  measures — 
too  well  known,  alas  !  in  Prance,  by 
having  been  so  often  employed — 
the  preliminaries  of  a  monarchical 
restoration.  On  the  night  of  the 
T  5-1 6th  of  March  a  strong  detach- 
ment of  mounted  guards  issued 
from  the  barracks  of  the  Celestines 
to  try  to  seize  by  surprise  the  pieces 
of  w^llerj-  belonging  to  the  3rd 
and  4th  arrondissements  on  the 
Place  desYosges.  But  the  National 
Guards  were  on  the  watch,  and  the 
cavalry  had  to  beat  a  retreat.  Some 
hours  later  these  pieces  were  re- 
moved to  the  Rue  Basfroid,  where 
they  were  in  greater  safety. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i8th  the 
Government  had  all  the  walls  of 
Paris  covered  with  a  proclamation, 
announcing  its  resolve  to  bring 
matters  to  an  end.  As  was  always 
the  case,  it  insulted  the  people  by 
appealing  to  the  bourgeoisie.  This 
was  its  mistake,  and  it  speedily 
perceived  it.  The  people  alone 
rose — but  to  resist  the  aggression 
of  the  Gbvemment ;  the  bourgeoisie 
did  not  stir.  On  the  morning  of 
the  1 8th,  at  the  moment  the 
Parisian  was  reading  the  proclama- 
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tion  ho  could  see  the  troops  on  the 
^eights  of  Montmartre,  who  had 
'got  possession  of  the  &mons 
cannon.  The  success  did  not  last 
lon^.  In  a  moment  the  troops, 
surrounded  bj  the  people,  raised 
the  butt  ends  of  their  muskets  in 
the  air.  The  famous  Vinoy,  who 
commanded  the  expedition,  seized 
bj  a  panic  fear,  fled  at  full 
^dlop,  losing  his  kepi,  which  I 
aflerwards  saw  in  the  hands  of  a 
National  Guard,  and  abandoning  his 
troops.  General  Lecomte,  who 
commanded  the  ist  brigade,  was 
seized  and  shot  bj  his  own  troops. 
I  am  well  aware  that  the  Councils 
of  War,  in  order  not  to  admit  this 
terrible  precedent  of  a  general  shot 
bj  his  own  soldiers,  condemned  in- 
nocent people  on  this  charge,  but 
I  also  know  that  the  men  of  the 
S8th  regiment  of  the  line  shot 
him  —  just  as  National  Guards 
shot  Clement  Thomas.  Both  were 
killed  not  only  without  the  order, 
but  even  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Central  Committee. 

Thiers  at  once  ordered  the  eva- 
cuation of  Paris.  The  dream  of  his 
life  was  fulfilled.  He  was  about  to 
become  the  first  man  in  the  State. 
He  was  about  to  command  the  army 
(he  had  always  believed  himself  a 
great  strategist),  and  he  was, at  last, 
about  to  put  into  execution  Uie  idea 
he  had  so  oflen  expressed,  and  which 
he  had  only  been  able  to  sketch  out 
xoughly  in  the  Kue  Transnonain, 
'  ma^e  Paris  stew  in  its  own  juice.' 
Without  the  massacre,  which  he  had 
so  long,  so  cleverly  and  patiently 
prepared,  the  disanning  might  take 
place,  to  be  followed  by  the  restora- 
tion of  the  monarchy,  and  then 
Thiers  would  no  longer  be  the 
'saviour,'  the  man  indispensable 
to  the  timid  bourgeoisie,  but  only  a 
Monk,  to  be  cast  ofiP  like  old  clothes, 
whom  Henry  V.  would  certainly 
have  dismissed,  and  whom  the 
Count  de  Paris  would  have  put  in 
the  second  or  third  rank.  Thiers 
reflected  that  it  would  be  better  to 


work  for  himself  than  for  othen. 
He  has  succeeded.  At  his  age  ho 
may  die  in  his  inumph. 

One  word  about  the  Central  Com- 
mittee. Its  birth  dates  from  Feb- 
ruary 24.  It  took  its  origin  from 
the  universal  discontent  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard,  and  their  apprehension 
concerning  the  disarming  and  the 
restoration  of  the  monarchy.  But, 
it  was  thQ  International — of  which 
Yarlin  was  the  soul — that  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  discontent  to  bring 
about  an  organisation  of  the  peo- 
ple in  earnest ;  hunted  as  I  was,  at 
this  period,  in  the  South  by  Gam- 
betta  and  his  bloodhounds,  Varlin 
kept  me  informed  day  by  day  of 
what  was  happening,  and  consulted 
me  before  the  first  meeting.  Some 
members  of  the  Parisian  Federal 
Council  of  the  International  had 
even  been  attached  to  the  Central 
Committee,  as  being  men  of  more 
experience.     It  was  they  who  ori- 

S'nated  the  meeting  of  the  3rd  of 
arch,  and  on  the  4th,  on  the  pro- 
position of  Varlin,  the  Committee 
proceeded  to  the  general  re-election 
of  the  National  Guard ;  indeed  it 
had  only  to  co-ordinate  the  elements 
already  predisposed  to  accept  what 
we  desired — the  Commune  and  the 
Kepublic.  Then  the  ability  of  Varlin 
and  his  International  friends  became 
manifest.  They  eflaced  themselves. 
No  one  felt  the  hand  that  held  the 
reins  of  this  fiery  charger,  the 
People.  They  were  satisfied  to  desire 
what  all  the  world  desired,  and 
allowed  everyone  to  pass  muster 
who  was  devoted  to  the  general 
idea.  Hence  the  mass  of  unknown 
persons  who  astonished  Paris  on  the 
i8th  of  March.  The  men  of  the 
Central  Committee  were  only  known 
by  their  quarter,  by  their  company, 
or  battahon — but  there  they  were 
known,  and  well  known,  indivi- 
dually. 

Every  company  of  the  National 
Guard  sent  a  delegate  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Every  battalion 
sent  an  officer — every  commander 
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of  a  battidion  was  tihere  by  right  of 
bis  office. 

AiW  the  formation  of  the  (Jen- 
enl  Assembly  *  the  Circle  of  Bat- 
talion '  was  formed. '  The  circle 
of  battalion  was  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  the  General  Assembly, 
with  the  addition  of  two  special 
delegates  from  each  company. 

The  Council  of  the  Legion  ((7(wi- 
9eU  de  Legion),  representing  all  the 
battalions  of  the  arrondissement, 
was  composed  of  three  delegates 
&om  each  circle  of  battalion  and  of 
all  the  commanders  of  battalion  be- 
bnging  to  the  legion.  The  com- 
mander of  a  battalion  thus  belonged 
to  each  of  the  degrees  of  the  or- 
ganisation— General  Assembly,  Cir- 
cle of  Battalion,  and  Council  of  the 
Lmon. 

Each  delegate  to  the  General 
Assembly  could  be  at  once  deposed 
if  he  did  not  behavo  weU,  and  this 
was  easy  of  accomplishment  by 
means  of  the  circle  of  battalion  and 
the  council  of  the  legion. 

The  Central  Committee,  or  Ex- 
ecntiye,  was  composed  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  : — Three  delegates  elect- 
ed by  the  council  of  the  legion,  with 
the  addition  of  a  commander  of  bat- 
talion, for  each  arrondissement  or 
legion,  elected  by  his  colleagues  of 
the  legion — in  all  eighty  members. 

Such  was  the  Committee  which 
on  the  1 8th  of  March  took  up  the 
aathority  which  had  fallen  from 
&e  hands  of  M.  Thiers. 

This  Committee,  which  was  ac- 
knowledged by  200  out  of  the  270 
battahons,  was  as  capable  as  it  was 
modest,  and,  above  all,  it  was  sin- 
cere. Although  I  did  not  belong 
to  it — ^beine  absent  from  Paris  at 
the  time  of  its  formation — I  was  re- 
quested to  attend  its  sittings  imme- 
diately on  my  arrival,  and  my  advice 
''^as  frequently  asked.  With  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  men  of  a 
bad  sort,  it  would  have  been  diffi- 
cult to  find  an  Assembly  more  ad- 
uurably  adapted  to  the  circum- 
stances ;  it  was  much  more  efficient, 


though  in  appearance  more  rough 
than  the  Commune.  •  What  divided 
the  opinion  of  the  public  about  it 
was,  as  I  have  already  said,  the 
having  to  deal  with  people  who 
were  unknown.  They  themselves 
felt  the  burden  of  the  mistrust 
which  attaches  to  everything 
that  is  not  known.  In  their  first 
proclietmation  they  resolutely  grap- 
pled with  this  difficulty,  *One  of 
the  chief  causes  of  anger  against  us 
is  the  obscurity  of  our  names.  Alas  ! 
many  names  were  known,  aud 
this  notoriety  was  fieital  to  us.  When 
we  have  gained  the  goal,  we  shall 
say  to  the  people — Behold  the  mis- 
sion you  entrusted  us  with.  There 
where  our  personal  interest  begins, 
our  duty  ends.  Do  your  will, 
my  master,  you  have  become  free. 
A  few  days  ago  we  were  obscure, 
and  obscure  we  shall  re-enter  your 
ranks,  proving  to  the  Governments 
that  it  is  possible  to  descend  the 
steps  of.  your  H6tel  de  Ville  with 
the  certainty  of  meeting  the  pres- 
sure of  your  loyal  and  strong- 
hands  at  the  bottom.'  (Gentral  Gom^ 
mittee,  March  19.)  Could  anything 
be  more  simple,  more  honest,  and 
more  great !  Again  :  '  We  are  not 
known.  We  know  it,  and  we  are 
in  haste  to  lay  down  iJiis  dictator- 
ship which  we  have  not  sought.- 
We  are  the  obscure  organs,  the 
humble  instruments  of  uie  people,, 
who,  being  attaclced,  have  confided 
to  us  the  organisation  of  the  defence^ 
We  are  not  a  political  power ;  neither 
do  toe  wish  to  be.  Servants  of  the 
popular  will,  we  are  here  to  be  its 
echo — to  cause  it  to  triumph.  The 
people  desires  the  Commune,  and  we 
shall  remain  to  carry  out  the  elec- 
tions of  the  Commune.' 

The  author  of  these  proclamations 
was  a  man  of  the  name  of  Moreau. 
It  is  evident  from  the  fruits  them- 
selves, as  well  as  from  the 
official  declarations  of  the  true  re- 
presentatives, the  honest,  sincere 
representatives  of  the  people  of 
Paris — I,  that  the  people  had  merely 
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defended  itself;  2,  that  it  desired 
the  Commune ;  3,  that  there  was  to 
be  no  deceit  employed  in  the  choice 
of  the  future  members  of  this  Com- 
mune :  the  Central  Committee  con- 
sidering the  Communal  elections 
the  principal  object  of  its  mission. 
Faithful  to  this  mission  the  Central 
Committee  convoked  the  electors 
for  the  22nd  of  March. 

As  it  does  not  enter  into  my 
plan  to  give  the  history  either  of 
the  Central  Committee  or  of  the 
Commune,  but  simply  to  point  out 
the  origin,  tendency,  and  aim  of 
this  remarkablemovement,  begun  on 
March  18,  and  terminated  on  May 
28,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the 
quotation  of  one  or  two  passages 
of  the  official  records  kept  by 
Longoet.  '  Impartial  history  will 
establish  undeniably  that  the  Revo- 
lution of  March  18  is  a  now  and 
important  step  in  the  march  of 
progress.  The  proletariat  of  the 
'Capital,  in  the  midst  of  the  treachery 
and  bankruptcy  of  the  governing 
jclasses,  have  understood  that  the 
hour  has  struck  for  them  to  save 
the  nation  by  taking  the  direction 
of  public-  atifairs  into  their  own 
.hands.  Shall  the  working  men 
never  be  permitted  to  work  out 
their  own  emancipation  without 
raising  against  them  a  concert  of 
maledictions  ?  Does  not  the 
bourgeoisie — which  accomplished 
its  emancipation  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  a  century  ago — ^which 
preceded  them  on  the  road  of  revo- 
lution, understand  that  the  hour 
has  come  for  the  emancipation  of 
the  proletariat  ?'  *  Paris  has  there- 
fore the  incontestable  right  to  pro- 
ceed to  elect  a  municipal  council, 
to  administer  its  own  affairs,  as 
it  behoves  every  democratic  city 
to  do,  and  watch  over  the  public 
security  and  liberty  by  the  aid  of  a 
I^ational  Guard  composed  of  all  the 
citizens,  and  electing  their  chiefs 
directly  by  universal  suffrage.' 

Such  was  the  official  language  of 
the  Central  Committee ;  and,  it  seems 


to  me,  it  could  not  be  more  sen- 
sible, more  worthy,  more  explicit^ 
and  more  moderate.  One  cannot 
say  the  same  of  the  language  of 
Versailles.  *It  is  the  party  of 
brigandage,'  cried  Trochu  in  the 
Assembly.  *I  prefer  to  be  van- 
quished by  the  miscreants  to  not 
having  fought  them,'  said  Thiers. 
'Let  us  fight  without  truce,  or  mercy, 
this  impure  crowd,  composed  of  the 
most  detestable  elements,'  shouted 
Jules  Favre,  the  honest  forger.  The 
whole  Press  called  the  Press  of 
order,  not  only  in  France,  but  in 
foreign  countries,  used  the  same 
language,  even  more  emphatically. 

We  have  seen  on  which  side  was 
right ;  on  comparing  the  language, 
we  may  see  on  which  side  was 
moderation. 

On  March  26, 230,oooPari8ian elec- 
tors took  part  in  the  elections  of  the 
Commune.  This  was  'the  handAil 
of  factious  persons  who  terrorised 
Paris, '  accoi^ing  to  the  despatches  of 
the  Gfovemment.  Never  were  elec- 
tions more  free.  Never  was  a  popu- 
lation (I  use  the  word  designedly, 
because  on  that  day  the  bourgeoisie 
made  common  cause  with  the  people) 
more  full  of  sympathy  and  enthu- 
siasm. Everyone  supposed  that 
universal  suffrage,  so  loyaUy  called 
into  action,  would  put  an  end  to 
the  dispute  ;  for  how  was  it  possible 
to  imagine  that  the  mayors  and 
Deputies  of  Paris,  who  were  in  dfuly 
communication  with  Thiers  and  the 
Assembly,  could  have  taken  part 
in  the  convocation  of  the  electors 
without  being  in  agreement  with 
Versailles  ?  Were  they,  then,  only 
hired  agents  provoking  to  sedition, 
and  accomplices  in  the  Macchiavel- 
lian  plan  of  M.  Thiers  P  Alas !  it 
was  too  true  ;  and  two  among  them, 
Vautrain  and  Vaoherot,  have  boast- 
ed of  it. 

I  have  already  shown  by  what  a 
succession  of  acts,  grievances,  and 
aspirations  the  Commune  came  forth 
from  the  hearts  of  the  people  of 
Paris.     It  remains  for  me  to  shoir 
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what  was  its  desire.  Arthur  Amould^ 
one  of  its  members,  and  certainly 
one  of  its  best  minds,  sums  it  up 
thus: — 

'  We  do  not  desire  to  impose  our 
will  on  tbe  rest  of  Prance.  We 
simply  demand  for  ourselves  the 
rights  and  guarantees  that  are  es- 
sential to  US.  We  desire  the  abso- 
lute autonomy  of  the  Commune  of 
Paris.  We  desire  to  administer  our 
own  affairs.  We  desire  that  within 
the  boundaries  of  Paris — the  go- 
vernment, the  administration  of 
justice,  the  police,  the  armed  force, 
shall  be  all  our  own.  We  desire  that 
all  that  has  reference  to  taxes,  pub- 
lic worship,  public  instruction,  the 
organisation  of  labour,  shall  be  re- 
plated  by  ourselves,  as  far  as  Paris 
is  eoncemed.  We  do  not  desire  to 
separate  ourselves  from  France.  We 
will  accept  the  general  laws  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Central  Govern- 
ment (provided  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  Republican)  in  all  that  does 
not  attack  our  Communal  auto- 
nomy. Thus,  we  will  pay  our  share 
of  the  war  expenses.  Thus,  although 
we  desire  to  abolish  the  conscrip- 
tion and  the  standing  army,  we  will 
furnish  our  contingent  in  case 
of  war,  bnt  we  shall  give  this  con- 
tbgent  according  to  our  own  view 
of  Qie  matter.  We  shall  encourage 
the  other  Communes  of  France  to 
follow  our  example,  and  to  join  us 
in  a  federation.  We  desire,  in  one 
word,  to  be  masteA  at  home ;  to 
live  according  to  our  own  fashion, 
according  to  our  convictions  and 
our  own  needs.  Let  Versailles  re- 
cognise our  autonomy,  and  we  shall 
not  fight  against  her.  If,  however, 
Versailles  attacks  us,  we  shall  defend 
ourselves,  being  tired  of  supporting 
the  yoke  of  the  French  peasantry. 
Wo  do  not  demand  that  the  Centiul 
Government  shall  sit  in  Paris.  We 
we  willing  to  renounce  the  material 
advantages  belonging  to  a  capital, 
in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefits,  a 
hundred  times  more  precious,  of 
liberty.     Nevertheless,   if  the  Go- 


vernment should  desire  to  return 
and  have  its  seat  in  Paris,  we  are 
ready  to  open  our  gates  to  it,  but 
on  condition  that  it  brings  with  it 
neither  soldier  nor  police  agent,  and 
that  it  renounces  all  interference  in 
our  Communal  affairs.  It  shall  also 
be  clearly  understood  that  to  the 
National  Guard  alone  shall  be  en- 
trusted the  charge  of  watching  over 
it  and  protecting  it,  as  well  as  of 
protecting  us  against  it.' 

This  was  no  other  than  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Central  Committee 
and  of  the  Revolution  of  the  i8th  of 
March.  Was  it  exaggerated  ?  Was 
it  pregnant  with  storms  P  Was  it 
charged  with  the  unknown?  No, 
it  was  the  American  programme, 
and  not  even  the  whole  of  that. 
What  the  people  of  Paris  demanded 
is  what  is  practised  in  New  York, 
in  Boston,  in  Philadelphia,  and  in 
Geneva — everywhere,  in  fiict,  where 
good  sense  and  human  dignity  have 
united  to  give  to  mankind  a  human 
government,  and  not  a  crew  of 
galley  slaves. 

Now,  what  is  good  on  one  side  of 
the  ocean  is  good  on  the  other,  as 
my  friend  Charles  Sumner  said  one 
day  to  the  Commandant  Loysel  on 
his  return  from  Mexico,  wno  was 
trying  to  prove  that  the  Bepublic 
was  good  for  the  Americans,  but 
not  for  the  French. 

This  also  was  the  programme  of 
Etienne  Marcel  and  the  great  *  Com- 
muniers '  of  France.  Like  ns  they 
were  conquered,  afterwards  massa- 
cred and  calumniated.  They  were 
none  the  less  founders  of  the  bour- 
geoisie, and  a  grateful  history  has 
transmitted  to  posterity  the  names 
of  the  conquered  alone — not  those 
of  the  conquerors.  Who  now  re- 
members the  name  of  the  conqueror 
of  the  great  Mayor  of  Paris  (Pr6- 
v6t  des  Marchands)  ?  *  We  are  the 
descendants  of  the  great  Commu- 
niers  ofFrance,  neither  Communards 
nor  Communahsts.' 

In  my  interviews  with  the  envoys 
of  M.  Thiers  concerning  the  con- 
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ditions  on  which  Paris  would  open 
her  gates,  I  never  once  departed 
tram  the  programme  I  have  just 
described.  I  insisted  especially  on 
the  disarming.  M.  Thiers,  who 
knew  the  extreme  hatred  I  bore  to 
a  standing  army — in  order  probably 
to  take  advantage  of  this  sentiment--- 
commissioned  the  Italian  General 
Frappoli,  and  the  Swiss  Federal 
Colonel  Fogliardi,  the  last  two  per* 
sons  whom  I  saw  on  this  sn^ect^  to 

rk  as  follows : — *  Tell  theCJeneral 
he  who  entertains  such  a  pro- 
found hatred  to  the  army,  forces  it 
upon  me  by  his  resistance.  The 
army  will  conquer  in  the  end ;  bat 
then  it  will  be  master,  and  I  can 
do  nothing  in  opposition  to  it.' 
M.  Thiers  was  right;  but  it  was 
only  by  a  hair's  breadth  that  he 
escaped  being  in  the  wrong. 

To  conquer  was  so  easy  and 
simple,  that  it  needed  the  double 
dose  of  vaniiy  and  ignorance  with 
which  the  feeble  biains  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Commune  were  stuffed, 
to  hsJk  the  people  of  its  victory. 
In  any  case,  we  all  fought  for  the 
triumph  of  our  convictions,  and  we 
have  neither  capitulated,  nor  be- 
trayed, nor  insulted  anyone. 


I  think  I  have  dearly  demonstra- 
ted— (i)  That  the  Conamune  took 
its  origin  from  the  multiplied  griev- 
ances which  the  working  class  had 
against  the  bourgeoisie,  or  directiiig 
class ;  (2)  that  its  legitimacy  flows 
from  the  facts,  as  well  as  from  the 
primordial  and  imprescriptible  right 
every  man  possesses,  to  derive,  not 
only  his  subsistence,  but  also  human 
happiness,  from  his  labour ;  (3)  that 
the  aim  of  the  Commune  was  sim- 
ply to  do  for  the  proletariat  what 
the  bourgeoisie  did  for  itself  in 
1789— to  found  its  admission  to 
social  power. 

The  question  is  put  {posee)y  and 
its  success  is  certain,  or  boUi  the 
Republic  and  universal  suffrage  will 
disappear.  Universal  suffirage,  in 
consecrating  the  sovereignty  of  the 
individual,  has  necessariiy  conse- 
crated the  sovereignty  of  the  group, 
or  '  Commune,'  the  essential  bans 
of  the  'Republic ; '  which  is  a  matter 
that  concerns  all. 

The  future  belongs  to  us.  De- 
feated yesterday,  we  may  conquer 
to-morrow. 

*  Et  spes  manet  in  ©temum.' 

G.  Cluseket. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


.385 


THE  HUSH  SCHOOLMASTER  AND  THE  IRISH  PRIEST. 


AT  the  present  moment,  when 
the  thoughts  of  politicians  are 
turned  to  the  question  of  University 
edacation  in  Ii^land,  a  struggle  is  in 
progress  of  which  the  world  hears 
Httle,  on  aquestion  of  equal  or  perhaps 
even  greater  importance  to  the  Irish 
people.  The  parties  to  this  struggle 
are  the  Government  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Catholic  priests  on  the 
other;  and  the  question  at  issue 
is  the  emancipation  of  the  Irish 
National  Schoolmaster. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  Irish 

national  teacher,  thongh  educated 

and  trained  at  the  State's  expense, 

and   deriving    the    main     part  of 

his  support  from  State  funds,  has 

never  been   regarded  as  a  public 

servant.   He  has  been  treated  in  all 

respects  as  the  private  servant  of 

the  school  manager  (asuallj,  in  the 

case  of  Roman  Catholic  schools,  the 

pariah  priest),  who  appoints  or  dis-, 

misses  him  at  pleasure.     Against 

the  injustice,  or  caprice,  or  mistake 

of  this  fanctionary,  who  has  never 

contributed  a  penny  to  his  support, 

bat  has  simply  permitted  him  to  do 

work  for  which  he  was  paid  by  the 

State,  the  unfortonate  teacher  has 

nu  appeal.   It  matters  not  what  the 

reason  of  his  dismissal  may  be  :  if 

he  is  dismissed,  he  can  but  go.     If 

he  suffers  wrong,  he  must  endure ; 

if  not  in  silence,  at  least  without 

hope  of  redress.     The  liability  to 

arbitrary  eviction,   which  was  the 

cnrae  of   the    Irish   peasant,  still 

hangs  over  the  head  of  the  Irish 

Bdioohnaster :  and  the  one  class  of 

pnblic  servants  in  Ireland  who  hold 

office,  not  on  good  behaviour,  but 

cm  the  will  of  a  private,  irresponsible 

individual,  are  the  teachers  of  the 

Irish  people. 

It  can  hardly  be  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  this  state  of  things  has 
called  forth  remonstrances  and  com- 
plaints   from    the  teachers.     The 


wonder  is,  that  itJias  been  endured 
po  long  by  the  State.  One  would 
think  that  the  State,  which  trains 
the  teacher  and  pays  the  greater 
part  of  his  salary,  should  have  some- 
thing to  say  in  his  dismissal,  and 
should  take  some  care  to  protect 
him  against  injustice  and  wrong. 
And  one  would  think  that  special 
care  should  be  taken  to  secure  the 
independence  of  a  class  whose  effi- 
ciency and  usei^ilness  depend  so 
much  on  the  amount  of  respect  they 
can  command  from  those  among 
whom  they  live.  No  man  whose 
place  and  emolamentQ  are  at  the 
mercy  of  a  single  individual  can  be 
regarded  as  occupying  a  very  inde- 
pendent or  dignified  position;  and 
no  schoolmaster  whose  position 
makes  him  an  object  of  pity  or  con- 
tempt to  his  neighbours  can  exer- 
eise  his  proper  influence  either 
within  or  without  his  school. 

The  '  managerial  grievance  '  (as 
it  is  called)  has^  accordingly,  been 
much  agitated  among  the  Irish 
teachers,  and  has  alvrays  been  a 
prominent  sobiect  of  complaint  at 
the  meetings  they  have  held  to  dis-. 
custf  their  condition  and  prospeQts. 
Such  meetings  have,  of  late  years, 
been  numeroos;  and  not  without 
reason.  The  condition  of  the  na- 
tional teachers  of  Ireland  is  most 
unsatisfactory  in  more  respects  than 
one.  They  are  poorly  paid :  they 
have  no  retiring  allowance:  they  are 
subject  to  arbitrary  dismissal  with- 
out appeal  or  redress:  and,  after 
a  hard  life  of  toil  in  the  service  of 
the  State,  they  are  often  oast  adrift 
in  their  old  age,  with  nothing  before 
them  but  the  pauper's  home  and 
the  pauper's  grave.  The  hardships 
and  grievances  of  men  without  poli- 
tical weight  or  influence  are  long  in 
attracting  the  notice  of  politicians  ; 
but  by  dint  of  public  meetincra, 
deputations,  and  memorials,  the  Irish 
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ieaobers  at  length  succeeded  in  in- 
teresting several  Members  of  Par- 
liament in  their  case,  and,  finally, 
in  convincing  the  present  Govern- 
ment that  some  change  in  their  con- 
dition was  imperatively  required. 
At  the   close  of  last  session  the 
Marquis  of  Hartington  applied  for 
and  obtained  an  additional  grant  of 
ioo,oooZ.  to  be  expended  in  raising 
the  salaries,  and  otherwise  improv- 
ing the  position  of  Irish  national 
teachers.     Part  of  this  extra  grant 
was  employed  in  raising  uncondi- 
tionally the  salaries  of  second  and 
third  class  teachers ;  part  was  set 
aside  to  be  used  in  supplementing 
the  salaries  of  all  teachers  on  the 
principle  of  *  payment  by  results.' 
A  considerable  step  being  thus  taken 
towards  removing  the  grievance  of 
low  salaries,  the  attention  of  the 
Oovemment  was  next  directed  to 
the  other    grievance — the  uncon- 
trolled power  vested  in  the  manager 
of  summary  and  arbitrary  dismissal. 
Lord  Hartington  promised,  in  the 
name  of  the  Government,  that  some- 
thing would  be  done  to  improve 
the  position  of  the  teachers  in  this 
respect  also. 

The  step  taken  in  redemption  of 
this  promise  will  hardly  seem  a 
revolutionary  one.  A  form  of  agree- 
ment was  issued,  to  be  entered  into 
between  the  manager  on  the  one 
part  and  the  teacher  on  the  other. 
jBy  this  agreement  the  manager 
employs  the  teacher  subject  to  dis- 
missal at  three  months'  notice.  The 
manager  retains  power  to  dismiss 
the  teacher  at  any  time  without 
notice  on  paying  him  three  months' 
salary.  The  manager  can  dismiss 
the  teacher  at  any  time  without 


either  notice  or  salary  on  preying 
to  the  Board  of  Education  that  the 
dismissal  is  for  'sufficient  cause.' 
The  teacher,  on  the  other  hand,  en- 
gages to  give  three  months'  notice 
before  quitting  his  employment,  or 
to  forfeit  all  salary  and  emoluments 
duo  to  him  at  the  time  of  leaving. 
In  order  to  enforce  this  form  of 
agreement,  the  (Jovemment  pro- 
vided that  until  it  was  signed  no 
moneys  accruing  to  the  teacher  firom 
the  results  of  examination  in  his 
school  should  be  paid. 

One  would  think  that,  if  either  of 
the  parties  had  a  right  to  complain 
of  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  it 
was  certainly  not  the  manager. 
The  power  of  arbitrary  dismissal  on 
condition  of  giving  three  months* 
notice  or  three  months'  pay,  and  the 
power  of  dismissal  without  either 
notice  or  payment  '  for  misconduct 
or  other  sufficient  reason'  (the 
Board  of  Education  being  judge  of 
the  sufficiency  of  the  reason  as- 
signed), would  seem  as  much  as  anj 
manager  could  reasonably  ask,  and 
te  most  persons  will  seem  more  than 
the  State  is  quite  justified  innvin^. 
Butit  wasnot  enough  for  the  Catholic 
priests.  Whilst  all  the  other  school 
managers  in  Ireland  have  cheerfollj 
accepted  the  new  agreement,  the 
priests  have  all  but  unanimously* 
refused  to  sign  it.  They  will  not 
surrender  one  particle  of  their  power 
over  the  teacher ;  he  must  still  he, 
as  he  has  hitherto  been,  absolutely 
dependent  for  his  place  and  salary 
on  their  uncontrolled  will.  The 
consequence  is,  that  the  money 
earned  on  results  by  the  teachers  of 
schools  over  which  Catholic  priests 
preside  has  not  yet  been  paidL 


*  Kot  quite  unanimoTisl;^.  'A  Kerry  Priest'  has  signed  the  agreement,  and  writM  to 
the  Freeman*s  Journal  giving  his  reasons.  They  are  sufficiently  cogent,  as  the  foUowiog 
samples  will  show:  *  i.  I  am  one  of  those  who  denoimce  as  tyrannical  the  samnuuj 
eviction  of  tenants,  and  who  approve  of  that  provision  of  the  Land  Bill  which  imposes  a 
heavy  fine  on  evicting  landlords.  ....  2.   I  cannot  discharge  one  of  my  domestic 

servants  without  notice,  or  the  payment  of  a  quarter's  salaiy Is  the  instnetor 

of  youth  ....  not  to   have  rights  which  the   law  gives  to   my  stable  boy  or  mj 
scullery  maid?* 
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Thus,  then,  the  matter  stands. 
The  Gt)vemment,  desirous  in  some 
measnre  to  improve  the  teacher's 
position,  and  to  put  a  shght  check 
upon  the  manager's  power  of  arbi- 
trary dismissal,  proposes  that  in 
cases  where  misconduct  or  ineffi- 
ciency cannot  be  proved  against 
the  teacher  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  the  mana- 
ger shall  not  dismiss  the  teacher 
without  either  three  months'  notice 
or  three  months'  salary.  The 
Catholic  priests,  who  are  managers 
of  schools,  absolutely  refuse  to  ac- 
cept this  proposal — tike  Gt>vemment 
insists — a  dc»d  lock  ensues,  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  unfortunate 
teachers,  who  have  earned  the  '  re- 
Bolte '  money,  and  are  sorely  in  need 
of  it,  see  no  prospect  of  its  being 
paid,  and  ruefully  contemplate  the 
possibility  of  its  finding  its  way 
back  after  the  ist  of  April  to  the 
safe  custody  of  Mr.  Lowe. 

The  public  in  Ireland  who  take 
an  interest  in  education,  and  espe- 
cially those  who    understand  the 
aims  and  pretensions  of  Ultramon- 
tanism,   are  eagerly  watching  the 
result  of  the  present  struggle.   That 
there  is  a  struggle  at  all  is  a  new 
thing  in  the  history  of  Irish  educa- 
tion; but  it  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  is  the  Government  and  not 
the  Education  Commissioners  who 
have  framed  and  imposed  the  con- 
tested form  of  agreement.     No  one 
in  Ireland  expects  the  Commission- 
frs  of  Education  to  do  anything  but 
what  the  priests  bid  them,  and  the 
case  of  Father  O'Keefe,  the  parish 
priest  of  Gallan,  shows  that  they  are 
ready  to  evict  not  only  the  teacher, 
hut  the  school  manager  himself,  at 
the  bidding  of  ecclesiastical  aui^o- 
rity.    At  a  meeting  of  the  National 
Teachers'  Congress  in  Dublin  last 
December,   Dr.  Joyce  assured  the 
public,  most  superfluously,  that  the 
difi&culiy  about  the  agreement  did 
not  originate  with  the  Commission- 
ers.   'He  would  assure  them  that 


the  Commissioners  had  no  more  to 
do  with  that  than  he  had ;  the  con- 
dition attached  to  the  payment  was 
received  by  the  Commissioners  with 
great  tmmllingness ;  the  condition 
and  the  money  were  ofifered,  and 
they  had  to  take  both  or  take 
neither.'  If  the  difficulty  had  arisen 
with  the  Commissioners  the  public 
would  have  taken  little  interest^  in 
the  matter,  for  the  conclusion  would 
have  been  easily  foreseen.  Th© 
Commissioners  have  never  shown 
any  disposition  to  protect  the  teacher 
aminst  the  manager,  or  to  fight  the 
Catholic  priests  on  any  point  what- 
ever. But  now  that  the  priests 
have  to  deal,  not  with  the  irrespon- 
sible Board  of  Commissioners,  but 
with  the  Irish  G-ovemment,  which 
is  responsible  to  Parliament  for 
honestly  carrying  out  the  conditions 
of  the  increased  grant,  the  public 
ought  to  look  with  some  interest, 
and  not  a  little  hope,  to  the  result 
of  the  struggle. 

This  struggle,  though  the  point 
in  dispute  may  seem  a  small  one, 
really  involves  the  whole  question 
of  the  future  relations  of  the  State 
and  the  Catholic  Church  respec- 
tively to  education  in  Ireland.  The 
ground  the  priests  take  in  justifica- 
tion of  their  refiisal  to  sign  the  pro- 
posed agreement  is,  that  they 
cannot  consent  to  refer  to  a  secu- 
lar authority,  like  the  Board  of 
Education,  the  decision  of  disputes 
which  may  involve  points  of  faith. 
That  is  to  say,  they  claim  the  right 
to  dismiss  the  teacher  on  gprounds 
which  a  secular  body  would  not 
understand,  or  would  not  recognise 
as  valid,  if  it  did.  This  clami  is 
sufficiently  preposterous,  seeing  that 
the  teacher  is  a  secular  functionary, 
and  is  paid  by  the  State  for  doing 
secular  work.  But  no  thoughtful 
person  can  suppose  that  this  is  the 
sole  ground  of  the  priests'  action. 
For,  under  the  proposed  agreement^ 
the  manager  can  dismiss  the  teacher 
for  any  reason  he  pleases,  or  for  no 
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reason  at  all  if  it  please  him  better, 
on  the  simple'  cotidition  of  three 
months'  notice  or  three  months* 
salary  ;  and  it  is  hard  to  suppose 
that  this  condition  appears  so  bur- 
densonie  as  to  be  of  itself  worth  a 
straggle  i^hich  is  bringing  odium 
on  the  whole  priestly  body.  It 
appears  to  tis  that  the  real  reason 
oi  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the 
priests  to  sign  the  agreement  lies 
deeper.  They  see  whither  this  new 
measure  tends.  They  regard  it  as 
a  first  step  towards  making  the 
teacher  a  servant  of  the  State,  and 
they  are  determined  that  he  shall 
remain  the  servant  of  the  Church. 
The  Government,  in  the  act  of 
making  a  large  increase  to  the 
teacher's  salary,  puts  forward  this 
new  agreement  as  a  mild  sugges- 
tion that  the  State,  which  mainly 
pays  the  teacher,  has  the  right  to  a 
voice  in  his  destiny,  and  cannot 
consent  to  commit  nim  to  the  un- 
controlled and  irresponsible  dis- 
cretion of  any  individual.  The 
priest,  however,  has  a  different 
theory.  He  thinks  it  is  the'  duty  of 
the  State  to  pay  the  teacher,  and 
the  right  of  the  Church  to  control 
him ;  and  that  tiiis  control  may  be 
effectual,  the  teacher's  position  and 
emoluments  must  be  absolutely  de- 
pendent on  the  will  of  the  clerical 
manager.  He,  therefore,  declines 
to  take  any  step,  however  unob- 
jectionable in  itself,  which  may 
appear  to  recomise  the  claim  of  the 
State  to  intemre  between  himself 
and  the  teacher  who  is  subject  to 
him.  *This  proposal  to  give  the 
teacher  three  months'  notice  before 
dismissal,'  he  probably  argues, 
'  is  a  very  reasonable  one,  and,  ex- 
cept for  gross  misccmduct,  I  should 
never  tiiink  of  dismissing  a  teacher 
on  shorter  notice.  But  the  &ct 
that  it  is  put  forward  by  the  Govern- 
ment implies  a  claim  on  the  part  of 
the  State  to  interfere  between  the 


teacher  and  me ;  and  ff  once  that 
claim  be  admitted,  how  can  I  teB 
where  it  will  stop  ?  Th6  State  may 
next  determihe  that  the  teabher 
shall  not  be  dismissed  at  all  except 
for  proved  ineflBciency  or  miiu 
conduct;  and  then  what  becomes 
of  the  authority  and  power  of  the 
manager  P  What  means  will  be  left 
whereby  the  Church  can  direct  or 
control  the  instruction  given  in  the 
school  ?  ' 

The  very  same  reasons  whidi 
make  the  priests  look  with  dislike 
and  fear  on  this  apparently  insig- 
nificant measure  of  the  Government 
lead  the  friends  of  freedom  and 
of  education  in  Ireland  to  re- 
ceive it  with  gratitude  and  hope. 
They  do  not  look  upon  it  as  an  ade- 
quate remedy  for  the  teachers' 
grievance,  nor  as  an  adequate  vin- 
dication of  the  rights  of  the  State. 
But  they  receive  it  as  an  indication 
that  the  State  is  not  inclined  to  let 
its  claims  in  this  matter  be  alto- 
gether forgotten:  they  look  on  it  as 
a  first  step  towards  placing  the 
teachers  in  their  proper  position  as 
public  servants;  and  they  hope 
that,  if  successfal,  it  will  be  speedily 
followed  up  by  measures  more 
vigorous  and  complete.  For  these 
reasons  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
some  of  the  teachers  and  their 
friends  (and  among  these  many 
who  have  hitherto  been  loudest  in 
their  complaints  about  the  *  mana- 
gerial grievance')  seem  now  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  measure  of 
redress  offered  them  in  the  new  form 
of  agreement  is  hardly  worth  fighting 
for,  and  especially  is  not  worth  the 
pecuniary  loss  which  the  struggle 
mvolves  to  themselves.  These  men, 
who,  in  the  words  of  one  of  their 
most  prominent  representatives,* 
have  '  for  the  past  five  years  be^ 
sending  deputations  and  memorials 
from  teachers'  associations  in  all 
parts  of  Ireland,  praying,  pressing, 


*  Mr.  Vere  Foster,  in  a  speech  at  the  Teachers'  Congress,  Dublin,  December  30,  1872. 
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kdA  imploring  tixe  QovenmiBnt  to 
ooosfitate  a  tribunal  of  appeal  in 
cases  of  snnnnary  dismissskl,'  now 
OQm|dain  thai  the  increase  of  their 
salar^  was  made  conditional  on 
the  redress  of  their  grievance,  ask 
tbftt  the  form  of  agreement  be  re- 
called, and  assert  Ibat  managers  of 
sdiools  feir  more  generally  err 
ifarcni^h  oy<er-indulgence  than  overw 
flereritj.  (The  conrentional  aJ)o- 
logj  ftnr  d^tpotio  power  has  always 
been  the  benevolence  of  the  despot.) 
It  i«  tb  be  hoped  that  the  Catholic 
teachers  generally  will  have  more 
spirit  and  more  foresight  than  to 
Mow  these  penny-wise  ponnd- 
fooHsh  connsels  :  that  they  will  see 
all  that  is  involved  in  the  present 
straggle,  and  be  ready  to  incur  a 
present  pecuniary  loss  in  order  to 
secure  the  future  comfort,  dignity, 
and  independence  of  their  class. 

In  the  meantime,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Government  will 
firmly  maintain  the  position  they 
have  assumed,  and  resolutely  refuse 
to  withdraw  the  new  form  of  agree- 
ment. The  conviction  of  those 
who  have  the  best  means  of  know- 
ing is,  that  if  the  Government  be 
fim,  the  priests  will  yield  rather 
tiian  incur  the  odium  of  depriving 
tiiie  teacher  of  the  reward  he  has 
80  hardly  earned.  It  is,  indeed, 
unfortunate  that  the  Gk>vemment 
should  have  made  the  payment  by 
results  for  work  already  done  de- 
pendent on  the  acceptance  of  the 
new  form  of  agreement.  The 
teacher  has  undoubtedly  earned 
the  money;  it  is  no  feult  of  his 
that  the  agreement  is  not  accepted : 
and  it  is  clearly  unfedr  that  he 
should  be  punished  for  the  fault  of 
o&ers.  The  Government  ought  to 
leave  the  mani^r  no  option  in  the 
matter:  the  agreement  ought  to 
be  absolutely  enforced  as  tiie  neces- 
sary condition  of  continued  State 
support  to  the  school:  and  any 
manager  who  insists  on  having  a 
teacher  absolutely  subject  to  nis 


will  and  authority,  should  be  left 
to  pr6vide  such  a  teacher  for  him* 
self. 

But  the  enforcement  of  this  new 
form  of  agreement  will  be  but  a 
small  step  towards  the  rectification 
of  the  relations  between  the  State, 
the  teacher,  and  the  school  mana- 
ger. Its  direct  results  wiU  be  in- 
finitesimal. Taken  by  itself,  it 
will  leave  the  teacher  very  much 
"wherehewas.  A  reform  that  would 
really  improve  the  teacher's  posi- 
tion must  be  something  much  more 
sweeping  and  radical.  It  seems  to 
us  that  the  real  cure  for  the  evil 
is  to  make  the  Irish  teachers  a 
branch  of  the  Civil  Service,  and  to 
treat  them  in  all  respects  as  the 
servants  of  the  State.  Their  ap- 
pointment might  still  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  local  managers,  but 
they  should  hold  their  office  on  good 
behaviour,  and  should  be  liable  to 
summary  dismissal  only  for  gross 
misconduct.  In  all  other  cases  they 
should  be  dismissed  only  after 
proper  notice,  and  on  the  joint 
representation  of  the  manager  and 
the  district  inspector  of  schools: 
and  in  eveiy  case  they  should  have 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Board  of 
Education.  The  national  teachers 
bein^  thus  recognised  as  a  public 
jiervice,  their  claim  to  retiring 
allowances  would  be  admitted  as  a 
matter  of  course ;  and  thus  a  de- 
serving body  of  men,  who  have 
done,  and  are  doing,  good  service 
to  their  country,  would  be  placed 
in  a  position  of  comfort  and  inde- 
pendence that  would  enable  them 
to  do  still  better  service,  and  to 
exercise  more  fully  and  fireely  the 
legitimate  infiuence  that  belongs  to 
education  and  character. 

The  '  education  of  the  Irish  gen- 
tleman' is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance ;  but  the  education  of  the 
Irish  peasant  is  one  that  demands  the 
most  careful  attention  of  the  nation. 
The  educating  influences  under 
which  the  gentleman    comes    are 
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many  and  yariotLB ;  but  the  educators 
of  the  peasant  are  principallj  two 
— ^the  schoohnaster  and  the  priest. 
Whether  the  schoolmaster  is  to  be 
an  independent  influence,  or  is  to 
be  a  mere  representatiye  and  tool 
of  the  priest^  is,  therefore,  a  matter 
of  vital  moment  to  the  future  of 
Ireland*  That  question  is  at  issue 
in  the  present  contest.  We  hope 
that  English  statesmen  will  see  the 
significance  of  the  struggle,  and 
will  haye  the  courage  and  the  poli- 


tical yirtue  to  make  a  stand  for 
once  on  behalf  of  freedom  and 
civilisation.  To  govern  Ireland 
through  the  priests  has  been  the 
fiftvourite  method  with  English  poli- 
ticians. It  has  its  convem'ences ; 
but  it  always  ends  in  the  perplex- 
ing question,  Who  is  to  govern  the 
pnests  ?  To  govern  Ireland  in  the 
mterests  of  the  people,  through  the 
intelligence  and  the  virtue  of  the 
people,  would  be  a  new  method, 
and  might  be  worth  a  trial. 

J.  J.  8. 
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THE   STORY  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  THOMAS,  EARL  OF 
STRAFFORD.     a.d.  1641. 


r  needs  some  oonrage  to  tell  again 
the  oft-told  story  of  the  death 
of  the  Earl  of  Strafford ;  by  an  easy 
stretch  of  memory  twenty-two 
narratives  describing  the  closing 
months  of  that  statesman's  life 
may  be  reckoned  np.  And  though 
these  many  story-tellers  vary  in 
ability,  from  Macanlay  to  Oldmixon, 
and  iliongh  accorcQng  to  some 
Strafford  was  both  *  good  and  great/ 
and  to  others  '  that  wicked  Earl,' 
still  all  so  far  agree,  that  they 
ascribe  his  death  to  the  overpower- 
ing authority  of  Pym  and  his  associ- 
ate all  ascribe  the  passage  through 
the  House  of  Lords  of  the  At- 
tainder Bill  to  threats  from  a  Lon- 
don mob ;  all  aver  that  Charles  I. 
did  what  he  could  to  save  his 
minister.  Listead,  however,  of 
attempting  another  version  of  Straf- 
ford's trial,  and  with  absolute  in- 
difference about  his  guilty  we  pro- 
pose to  show  that  these  two-and- 
twenty  narratives  are  throughout 
untrue,  that  the  impeachment  of 
Strafford  was  a  fisulure,  his  Attainder 
Bill  a  blunder,  and  that  his  con- 
demnation  by  tibe  Upper  House  was 
due  solely  to  the  King;  that  he,  and 
he  alone,  brought  death  on  his 
&ithfiil  servant. 


Our  story  is  not  a  pleasant  one  > 
it  is  not  agreeable  to  an  English- 
man to  tarmsh  the  renown  of  the 
*  popular  party '  in  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment, or  to  add  gloom  to  the 
shadows  upon  the  character  of 
Charles  I.  It  is  distressing  to 
think  that  such  a  man  as  Strafford 
feU  before  the  intrigues  of  those 
'  old  subtle  foxes '  he  justly  called 
'the  Court  vermin.'  Still  this  is 
the  impression  forced  on  us,  almost 
against  our  will,  by  a  long-con- 
tmued  study  of  all  the  authorities 
at  the  Rolls  Office  and  in  the  British 
Museum,  both  in  MS.  and  in  print, 
relating  to  the  years  1639-41  ;  and 
arising  especially  from  the  ex- 
amination of  diaries  which  Sir  S. 
D'Ewes  and  his  brother  note-takers 
in  Parliament  scribbled  on  their 
knees,  descriptive  of  events  which 
took  place  before  their  eyes.^ 

As  our  story  is  not  based  on  mere 
surmise,  or  on  the  comparison  of 
one  received  account  with  another, 
but  is  what  may  be  called  *  self- 
contained  '  and  self-supported,  we 
shall  not  contradict,  step  by  step, 
the  statements  of  our  predecessors, 
or  show  how  they  were  misled;  nor 
shall  we  venture  on  a  minute  in- 
vestigation into  the  King's  motives 


>  Among  these  authorities  I  include  '  A  Brirf  and  Perfect  RelaHon  of  the  THal  of 
TkmaSi  Sari  of  Strajford,*  Though  published  in  1647,  evidently  this  pamphlet  was 
written  in  1641,  ond  by  one  in  th^  Earl's  service.  This  Relation  is  the  stock  from 
which  the  oomfAen  of  the  State  Triali,  and  of  Rushworth's  and  K^son's  (hllections, 
drew  their  nazr^ti^es :  passages  from  it  are  inserted  in  Heylin's  Lattdy  and  Ratcliffe*s 
Mtmdrs  of  Strf^Rtfd ;  this  Relation  is,  in  &ct,  the  sole  origin  of  all  the  descriptions  of 
the  dosing  scenes  of  that  statesmftii's  life.  Beference  will  be  made  to  it  as,  Narrative, 
>647. 

TOL.  7U.— HO.  XL.      NEW  SERIES.  .  £  E  2 
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as  regards  Strafford.  First  shall  be 
exhibited — ^and  it  mnst  be  at  some 
length — the  true  position  occupied 
by  the  popular  party  between 
November  ii,  1640,  and  May  12, 
1 64 1,  the  dates  of  Strafford's  arrest 
and  execution ;  then  it  will  be  shown 
that  the  Attainder  Bill  but  increased 
the  chances  of  his  safety ;  and  then, 
that  the  King  s  actions,  dictated  by 
'  Strafford's  enemies,  overthrew  all 
prospect  of  his  escape,  at  the  very 
time  when  his  acquittal  was  con- 
fidently expected. 

A  false  impression  has  been  cre- 
ated about  itie  opening  scene  of 
this  tragedy.  King  Charles,  it  must 
be  remembered,  renewed   in   1640 
his  attempt  to  force  the  Scottish 
nation  to  a  conformity  in  Church 
government,  and  the  fidlure  of  that 
attempt  must  be  recalled :  the  royal 
army  being  stationed  in  Yorkshire, 
and   the  English    frontier  wholly 
unguarded,  the  Scottish  army  ad- 
vanced, defeated  a  small  body  of 
our  troops  at  Newbum,  occupied 
Newcastle,  and    all    the  northern 
counties.       This,    took     place    in 
August.    September  was  spent  in 
negotiation  ;   the  Long  Parliament 
was  summoned;  and  on  the  26th  of 
October  a  cessation  of  arms  between 
England  and  Scotland  being  agreed 
to,  the  final  settlement  of  peace  was 
adjourned  to  London.    During  this 
lull  in  public  events  Strafford  re- 
turned to  his  Yorkshire  home — *  Old 
Wentworth  Woodhouse.'    He  was 
full  of  general  anxiety,  he  noticed 
the  *  rare  art  and  malice '  of  the  Earl 
of  Bristol  and  his  other  associates, 
and  their  evident  intention  to  make 
him  the  scapegoat  for  the   wide- 
spread misery  of  the  year  of  1640. 
He  also  was  aware  of  the   fierce 
malignity  of  his  enemies,  and  ap- 
prehensive about  *the  great  mat- 
ters '  against  him  they  expected  to 
hear  '  out  of  Ireland  ;'  and  though 
unwilling  to  leave  Yorkshire,  not 


because  he  dreaded  quitting  the 
shelter  of  the  army,  but  because 
he  wished  to  fulfil  the  duty  there 
entrusted  to  him;  still,  according 
to  his  own  description,  he  was 
'  hastened  up '  to  London,  by 
fellow -councillors  whom  he  evi- 
dently distrusted.  But  he  never, 
it  would  seem,  shrank  from  meet- 
ing his  adversaries;  certainly  he 
was  not  ordered  up  from  Yoik- 
shire  by  the  King.  He  was  sent  for 
to  correct  a  blunder  made  by  the 
Lord  Keeper,  told  ^  that  there  was  a 
great  want'  of  him  at  Westminster, 
and  that  if  he  '  had  been  there  that 
folly  had  not  been  conmiitted.'  And 
his  last  impression  was  one  of  cheer- 
frilness,  he  thought  that '  to  the  best 
of  my  judgment,  we  gain  much 
rather  tlum  lose.  .  .  .  The  L-ish 
business  is  past,  and  better  than  I 
expected,  their  proofs  being  scant. 
.  .  .  All  will  be  well,  and  every  hour 
gives  more  hope  than  the  other.'* 

These  are  Strafford's  words  and 
feelings,  expressed  in  a  letter, written 
the  very  night  before  he  quitted 
Yorkshire  for  London,  to  his  intimate 
friend,  Sir  G.  Batcliffe ;  and  they 
make  it  impossible  to  believe  the 
statements  of  the  sham-contem- 
porary chronicler,  who  asserts  that 
the  £ktrl  was  forced  by  the  King  to 
place  himself  within  the  power  of  his 
enemies,  and  that  he  journeyed  to 
London  expecting  certain  death, 
trusting  for  safety  to  his  monarch's 
solemn  pledge.  This  gives  a  far  more 
picturesque  idea  for  an  opening 
chapter  m  Strafford's  impeachment 
than  the  reality,  which  was  that  he 
quitted  the  army  reluctantly  'but 
not  very  unwillingly ; '  that  he  came 
up  in  good  hope,  merely  on  the  call 
of  his  official  colleagues.  The  object 
of  the  invention,  however,  is  plain : 
it  is  to  create  the  feeling,  that  from 
the  very  beginning  Strafford  foresaw 
the  scfi^old,  and  looked  to  the  King 
alone  as  his  protector. 


*  Letter  to  Sir  G-.  Ratcliffe,  begun  Noreinber  5,  and  ended  Sanday,  Norember  8,  1640. 
Batcliffe  CorretpondencCt  214-223. 
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And  so  again,  to  create  the  im- 
pression that  unthinking  haste  and 
over-masterful  power  governed  Par- 
liament at  the  very  outset  of  Straf- 
ford's trial,  we  are  told  that  Pjm, 
rising  suddenly  from  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  doors  being 
locked,  drove  them,  by  a  long-con- 
tinued blast  of  invective  directed 
against  the  Earl,  to  accuse  him  of 
high  treason:  and  that  the  Lords 
were  surprised,  by  equal  rapidiiy  of 
action,  into  his  conmiittal.  The 
Commons, ,  in  truth,  acted  on  pro- 
ceedings extending  over  four  days, 
and  on  the  report  of  a  select  com- 
mittee.* They  even  prefaced  the 
impeachment  at  the  bar  of  the  Upper 
House  by  a  previous  message,'  touch- 
ing things  against  the  Earl  of 
Strafford.'^  Nor  had  that  charge 
been  justified  by  an  enumeration 
of  his  '  high  and  imperioas  actions 
in  England  and  Ireland,'  and  his 
'passionate  advices  :'^  that  was  ex- 
pressly reserved^  The  accusation 
was  founded  on  '  my  Lord  Mount- 
norris  his  cause,  and  papists  suffered 
in  England  to  increase  under  arms.'^ 
These  were  the  sole  charges :  the 
first  was  an  act  of  severity,  perhaps 
of  injustice,  committed  in  1635  upon 
a  subordinate  in  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment; the  second,  as  might  be 
expected  £rom  its  vague  character, 
was '  set  aside '  in  Westminster  Hall. 

Strafford,  then,  was,  on  the  nth 
of  November,  1640,  impeached  of 
liigh  treason,  on  the  deliberate 
Terdict  of  Parliament,  for  actions 
which,  supposing  they  were  crimes, 
certainly  were  not  treasons.  But 
these  petty  charges  were  only  the 
excuse  for  his  arrest.  He  was,  in 
tmth,  placed  at  the  bar  that  day  as 
the  author  of  the  quarrel  between 


the  King  and  his  people,  of  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Short  Parliament, 
the  injuries  caused  by  the  prepara- 
tions for  war  with  Scotland,  and  of 
the  disasters  of  that  war.  On  him 
was  charged  England's  disgraceful 
defeat  by  the  Scots,  the  shame  that 
this  disgrace  rested  unavenged,  and 
the  triumphant  occupation  of  our 
northern  counties  by  a  hated  and 
despised  invader. 

But  if  Strafford  came  to  London 
trusting  that  nothing  more  would 
be  heard  from  Ireland,  not  fearing 
a  capital  charge,  and  not  relying  on 
any  special  promise  ofprotection  from 
his  master;  and  if,  when  he  appeared 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  he  was  sud- 
denly arrested  on  the  charge  of 
high  treason,  a  charge  based  on  no 
proof  at  all,  but  entertained  because 
he  was  odious  to  the  community, 
then  it  will  be  felt,  that  as  time  went 
on,  when  the  tale  of  all  his  evil  acts 
and  thoughts  against  our  three 
nations  had  been  told,  that  the  fate 
of  that  *■  wicked  Earl '  was  certain. 
This  is  the  natural  expectation :  the 
contrary,  however,  was  the  fact. 
He  was  in  March  'favoured  by 
not  a  few '  among  the  men  who  im- 
peached him  in  November  on  such 
trivial  charges,  and  by  a  'great 
party  in  the  Upper  House ; '  and  he 
was  regarded  by  a  large  and  in- 
fluential mass  of  his  fellow  country- 
men with  admiration  and  regard.^ 
Such  was  the  power  of  the  man, 
and  the  force  of  circumstances.  The 
attack  on  him  was  foiled :  the  blow 
directed  against  him  returned  upon 
his  accusers.  Their  strength,  and 
then  their  weakness,  to  place  this 
&ct  before  our  readers,  must  be 
estimated  with  precision.  And  this 
estimate,    as    it   has    never    been 


'80  little  was  eecrtey  attempted,  that  Sir  W.  Pennyman,  an  intimate  friend  of 
StialRnd's,  wao  placed  upon  this  Committee,  NoTember  7,  1640.    D'Ewes,  Harleian  MSS. 

(162),  4. 
*  Nor.  II,  1640.    FEwes,  Harleian  MSS.  (162),  p.  5,  6. 
»  Clarendon,  ed.  1838,  p.  73. 
' NoTemto  Ii^i64a    FBwes,  Harleian  MSS.  (162),  4^-7. 


'  Earl  of  Strafford  Characterised,    Written  daring  April  1641. 
231 ;  aiajr's  History  rf  the  Farliament,  62. 
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attempted  before,  must  be  set  out 
infaU. 

Strafford's  accusers,  at  the  outset 
of  their  *  great  business,'  derived 
assistance  from  that  blast  of  popular 
wrath  which  sent  liim  to  prison; 
and  then  turning  to  more  material 
aid,  they  had  under  their  thumb 
that  most  important  witness.  Sir 
H.  Vane,  the  Secretary  of  State. 
In  that  capacity,  obe3ring  the  King's 
commands,  immediately  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  Short  Parliament, 
he  signed  warrants,  under  which 
messengers  searched  the  rooms, 
even  the  coat  pockets  of  Pym  and 
Hampden,  and  carried  off  their 
papers.  And  though  Hampden  lost 
by  this  seizure  omy  some  letters,* 
and  Pym  a  trunk  full  of  parlia- 
mentai^"  journals,  '  which  can  do 
him  litfcle  hurt '  ;*  still  Vane  had 
committeda  breach  of  parliamentary 
privilege,  punishable,  perhaps  by  a 
nne^«  certainly  by  imprisonment* 
And,  'as  Mr.  Speaker  had  the 
warrants,'!®  that  punishment  might 
be  both  swift  and  heavy.  At  any 
moment  Vane  might  be  taken  from 
the  Treasury  Bench  in  the  House, 
and  placed  at  its  Bar;  and  then 
where  would  be  the  'daily  diet' 
frt)m  the  Court  he  drew  for  his 
household,  as  Secretary  of  State, 
and  his  fees  and  official  gains  ? 
And  hence  arose  that  tenacity  of 
memory,  as  well  may  be  supposed, 
which  enabled  Vane,  unlike  the 
rest  of  his  fellow-councillors,  to 
prove  at  the  trial  Strafford's  sugges- 
tion to  the  King — ^that  by  the  Irish 
army  England  might  be  reduced  to 
obedience. 

WiUing  helpers,  also,  to  the 
work  in  Westminster  Hall,  were 
found  among  Strafford's  subordi- 
nates in  the  Irish  Government, 
greedy  to  profit  by  his  downfall. 


They  furmshed,  accurately  penned, 
the  charge  that  he  quartered  sol- 
diers on  peaceable  subjects,  to 
starve  them  into  submission  to  bis 
decrees.  This  offence  ultimately 
secured  his  conviction;  the  exult- 
ing words  of  the  draftsmen  on 
their  completion  of  that  article, 
'  now  the  bird  is  our  own,'  **  were 
fully  justified. 

And  from  some  members  of  the 
House  of  Lords  co-operation  against 
Strafford  might  be  expected;  for 
their  pecuniary  interest  was  bound 
up  with  his  fate.  To  stay  the  ad- 
vance of  the  victorious  Scots  during 
the  last  September,  an  immediate 
loan  from  the  Giiy  of  2oo,oooL  had 
been  required;  and  the  Eaii  of 
Bristol,  and  a  few  other  members 
of  the  Great  Council  of  Peas, 
were  constrained  to  give  the  security 
of  their  bonds  for  repayment  of 
the  loan."  Whilst  Strafford  was  in 
prison  they  were  free  from  anxiety ; 
but  he  at  large,  amid  the  alterod 
circumstances  that  might  arise, 
those  bonds  would  certainly  assume 
a  most  unpleasant  aspect.  And  it 
is  a  singular  conjuncture  of  events 
to  find  that  the  Commons  voted 
a  resolution  pledging  the  State  to 
repay  that  loan  for  which  the  Peers 
had  bound  themselves,  on  the  veiy 
day  which  vntnessed  the  passage  of 
the  Attainder  Bill  through  the  Upper 
House.** 

For  help  outside  the  walls  of 
Parliament,  Strafford's  opponents 
would  rely  on  that  '  sink  of  vSi 
the  ill-humour  of  the  kingdom,' 
the  Ciiy  of  London.  Were  it 
needed,  an  effectual  hold  was  placed 
on  the  then  Lord  Mayor,  because 
he,  as  Sheriff,  was  mixed  up  in  one 
of  the  worst  cases  of  oppression 
committed  by  the  Star  Chamber 
Court  ;**  but  the  hatred  of  his  com- 


•  Lambeth  Library  waa   thus  enriched  by  MSS.  Ko.   1030,  108.    Bishop  Williaai's 
Remembrances  to  Mr.  Hampden. 

•  Newsletter,  May  12,  1640.    Rolls  Office.    Clarendon,  ed,  1839,  77. 

'•  Com.  Joum.,  ii.  26.        "  Ratcliffe  Correspondence,  232.      *•  Rushworth,  iii.  1281. 
"  May  8,  1641.     Com.  Joum.  ii.  139 ;  ITEwes,  Harleian  MSS.  (164),  1,003. 
'*  Br.  Leighton's  Case,  orders  for  his  reparation.     Com.  Joum.  li.  124. 
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mnnity  against  Siarafford  needed  no 
stimnlns.  The  bench  of  aldermen 
did  not  forget  their  appearance 
before  the  King's  Council  daring 
^e  previous  autumn,  or  who  it 
was  that  *  burst  out  *  with  the  pro- 
posal '  to  hang  up  some  of  them/ 
And  the  whole  City  was  moved  by 
the  alarming  change  that  had 
come  over  the  Tower  of  Loudon. 
Hitherto  unarmed  :  now '  sakers  and 
basiliscs'  posited  from  the  battle- 
ments agaiust  London  Bridge  and 
Tower  Street;  case  and  round 
shot  lay  heaped  on  the  batteries ; 
soldiers  kept  guard  behind  earth- 
baskets  and  planks  set  with  pikes, 
with  '  granadoes,  dark-fire  beacons, 
spoons,  and  lynstocks,'  ready  to 
hand.**  Even  while  Parliament 
was  sitting,  the  men  were  seen 
'training  cannon'  and  mounting 
*  many  other  guns '  upon  the  Tower 
walls.*** 

These  ominous  appearances  were 
ascribed  to  Strafford ;  and  rumour 
played  its  part  to  confirm  this  im- 
pression. Somebody  declared  that 
he  heard  that  London  would  short- 
ly be  battered  down,  and  another 
that  his  master  Strafford  'would 
subdue  the  City.'*^  And  the  City 
could  make  its  resentment  felt; 
as  sole  money-holder  it  was  an  es- 
tate in  the  realm  equal  in  power  to 
Parliament. 

All  the  helpers  on  which  Pym 
and  his  associates  could  rely  have 
been  mentioned  save  two ;  the  King 
was  one — the  other,  themselves ;  they 
were  *  the  inflexible  party,'  this  was 
the  title  they  bore  then,*®  nor  will 
the  justice  of  that  name  be  doubted 
now,  after  a  description  of  the  forces 
which  opposed  them. 

As  the  very  groundwork  of  their 
policy,  they  were  compelled  to 
draw  on  themselves  odium,  to 
resist  popular  instincts,  even  to  in- 


flict injury  on  their  countrymen. 
For  they  were  driven  to  make  com- 
mon cause  with  the  Scotch  invaders ; 
and  to  procure  the  postponement 
of  their  claims  till  after  Strafford's 
trial.  On  these  terms  alone  could 
be  obtained  the  protection  of  the 
Scottish  army,  and  the  checkmate 
which  it  placed  on  the  royal  forces 
afforded  the  sole  chance  of  ob- 
taining the  offender's  trial.  But 
this  was  a  policy  offensive  to  na- 
tional feeling,  and  productive  both 
of  serious  danger,  and  of  positive 
injuiy  to  the  county.  To  keep  the 
Covenanters  in  England,  peace 
could  not  be  concluded  between  us 
and  Scotland.  We  had  to  endure 
the  sight  of  a  victorious  etiemy 
upon  our  soil,  living  on  us,  threat- 
ening us,  humiliating  us,  and 
causing  protracted  anxiety  during 
a  most  anxious  time.  And  this  de- 
batable time  of  strife  was  full  of 
imminent  risk;  the  conquering 
army  had  to  be  opposed  by  our 
army,  the  one  stationed  over  against 
the  other ;  temptation  to  outbreak 
of  hostiliiy  was  constant,  a  ready 
field  was  opened  to  the  intriguer 
against  the  State. 

Much  pecuniary  injury,  also,  was 
inflicted  by  that  policy  upon  us. 
As  neither  army  could  be  dis- 
banded till  Stnkfford  was  dis- 
patched, the  cost  of  8o,oooZ.  a 
month*®  must  be  incurred  for  the  pay 
and  maintenance  of  those  '  foreign 
contemned '  troops  and  of  our  own 
army,  hardly  less  obnoxious ;  and 
this,  though  the  king's  debts  were 
'  huge,*  the  military  arrears  daily  on 
the  increase,  and  the  royal  navy  abso- 
lutely non-existent,  though  panic  o 
foreign  invasion  then  was  rife,  even 
beyond  our  power  of  fellow-feeling. 
These  distracted  times,  also,  had 
paralysed  the  industry  of  England ; 
the    condition    of    the     northern 


"  Official  Minutes,  October  lo  and  20,  1640.    Bolls  Office. 

"  November  11,  1640.    D'Ewes,  Harleian  MSS.  (162),  5. 

"  Somers'  Traota,  iv.  210;  ITEves,  Harleian  MSS.  (162),  5. 

"  Strafford  Characterised;  Somers'  Tracts,  iv.  232.  "  Clarendon,  ed.  1839,  113. 
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oonntids  was  pitiable,  owing  to  the 
bmtalitj  and  pillage  of  our  troops, 
and  to  exactions  from  the  hungry 
Scot.  And  the  crj  of  a  distressed 
people  naturally  provoked  the  de- 
mand to  get  rid  of  the  invader 
either  in  peace  or  by  war ;  a  pro- 
posal that  destroyed  the  prospects 
of  the  *  inflexible  party.'  In  or  could 
they,  in  place  of  the  tempting 
hope  of  seeing  'wholesome  days 
again,'  or  of  the  gratification  of 
revenge,  set  Strafford  at  the  bar 
of  trial.  This  they  could  not  do ; 
time  every  way  fought  against  them. 

In  the  first  place,  that  sight  was 
prevented  by  the  *  great  concurrence 
of  business '  in  Parliament,  con- 
cerning '  the  very  being  of  three 
kingdoms.'  To  us,  an  over-bur- 
thened  Legislature  is  an  accustomed 
evil.  Not  so  to  Englishmen  of  164 1. 
Parliament,  then,  was  a  wonder- 
working machine,  able  to  do  every- 
thing, all  at  once;  and  they  de- 
manded instant  judgment  on  many 
an  offender  besides  Strafford,  and 
instant  attention  to  many  a  matter 
besides  his  trial 

Obedient  to  their  command, 
the  Commons  called  before  their 
bar,  one  archbishop,  and  two 
bishops,  one  lord-keeper,  and  six 
judges,  one  Secretary  of  State  and 
many  minor  officiab.  That  band 
of  human  locusts,  the '  thievish  pro- 
jectors,' was  dispersed,  who  with- 
neld  from  thirsty  English  souls 
their  wine,  blisterod  women's  fin- 
gers by  execrable  soap,  and  who,  by 
monopolising  the  sale  of  cloth, 
hides,  salt,  gold  lace,  and  even  pins, 
had  *  marked  and  sealed  the  people 
from  head  to  foot'  Monstrous  m- 
flictions,  like  the  Courts  of  High 
Commission,  and  the  Star  Chamber, 
were  abolished,  and  reparation  made 
to  the  victims  of  those  tribunals. 
The  Commons,  also,  were  obliged 
to  meet  that  ever-growing  difficmty, 
the  supply  of  money,  to  protect  the 


State  by  passing  the  Triennial 
Parliaments  Bill,  and  to  conciliate 
those  most  importunate  suitors,  the 
men  of  Scotland. 

And  this  mass  of  business,  ob- 
structed by  party  passion,  dead- 
weighted  by  formalities,  was  aJao 
delayed  by  that  odd  uncertainty  of 
action  inherent  to  any  large  col- 
lection of  men.  Then,  as  now,  the 
Commons  made  holiday  when  work 
was  most  needed ;  and  one  day's 
discourse'  was  stopped  because 
*  the  Earl  of  Straffora  came  in  his 
barge  to  the  Upper  House  from  the 
Tower,  and  divers  ran  to  the  east 
windows  of  the  House,  who,  with 
them  that  sat  by,  looked  out  at  the 
said  windows,  and  opened  them; 
and  others  quitted  their  seats  with 
noise  and  tumult;'  and  another 
sitting  was  in  like  manner  broken 
off,  in  the  very  crisis  of  national 
anxiety,  because  '  such  numbers* 
preferred  '  the  play-houses  and 
bowling-alleys '  to  the  committee 
of  Supply.^ 

Much  delay  also  arose  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  impeachment 
Strafford  was  accused  of  hi^h  trea- 
son, on  the  ground  that  he  had 
attempted  the  overthrow  of  the 
Constitution  itself;  and  the  proof 
of  this  charge  lay  in  showing  that 
his  words  and  actions,  during  four- 
teen years  of  public  life,  tended  to 
that  end.  But  of  the  chief  portion 
of  his  career,  his  accusers  absolutelj 
knew  nothing.  Nobody  could  leave 
Ireland  without  official  license ;  and 
so  the  women  his  officers  maltreated 
to  enforce  his  system  for  the  manu- 
facture of  yam,  the  fietrmers  pillaged 
by  his  soldiers,  and  the  landowners 
he  had  ousted,  could  not  make  heard 
their  wrongs  till  the  ports  were 
ojpened.  A^d  consequently  the  ar- 
ticles of  impeachment  were  modelled 
and  re-modelled ;  and  though  ihe 
draftsmen  met  early,  and  sat  up 
late,**  thebookof  200  sheets  of  pq^er 
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containing  a  catalogue  of  Strafford's 
crimes  was  not  deliyered  to  the 
Hoose  of  Lords  until  January  30. 
And  even  then,  eight  weeks  passed 
awaj  before  the  trial  began.  The 
defcoidant's  replies  were  received  and 
considered ;  repeated  conferences 
took  place  to  settle  both  the  essentials 
and  formalities  of  procedure,  snch  as 
the  leg^  aid  aUowed  to  the  accused, 
an  important  question  whether  or  no 
the  Commons  might  wear  their  hats, 
or  he  uncovered,  and  the  time  and 
place  for  the  tribunal. 

Before  the  trial  began,  delay — and 
the  irritation  and  anxiety  it  provoked 
—soured  the  minds  of  men.  *  Impa- 
tient people' were  turned  ag^ainst  Par- 
liament, and  the  House  of  Commons 
against  the  Lords;  whilst  Strafford's 
fnends  became  'insolently  confi- 
dent.'** This  discontent  was  the  more 
bitter  because  that  delay  hadnot  been 
anticipated.  Dispatch  was  to  the 
interest  of  the  nation,  therefore  the 
dispatch  of  Strafford,  tiie  disper- 
sion of  the  armies,  and  the  paci- 
fication of  the  Scots,  were  events 
expected  in  quick  succession.  Bail- 
lie,  their  Commissioner,  at  the  close 
of  February  hoped  to  see  Kilwin- 
ning 'in  a  little  time ';  and  Uvedale 
expected  a  relief  from  the  unplea- 
sant post  of  Army  Treasurer  to 
a  bankrupt  Treasury,  at  the  very 
beginning  of  that  month.*' 

And  so  reasonable  a  hope  was 
hard  to  extinguish.  When  the  trial 
at  last  began,  '  some  thought  that 
the  process  wonld  be  short,'**  but 
the  mere  hearing  of  evidence  con- 
snmed  a  fortnight :  and  every  day 
in  Westminster  Hall  revealed  more 
clearly  the  disposition  of  the  Lords 
to  protract  the  proceedings.  On  the 
fourth  sitting  of  the  impeachment, 


D'Ewes  was  '  astonished  at  the 
many  delays  of  this  day,'  and  urged 
that  Strafford  should  be  compeUed 
to  '  avoid  impertinences  ' ;  indigna- 
tion, also,  was  expressed  at  the 
reacLiness  the  Lonls  showed  to 
discuss  every  point  of  order  he 
raised,  adjourning  for  that  pur- 
pose, from  the  hall  to  their  own 
chamber.** 

And  as  the  trial  began,  so  it  went 
on:  an  article  expected  to  take 
half  an  hour,  occupied  the  whole 
day ;  another  sitting  was  out  short 
by  one  of  those  unseasonable  ad- 
journments; another  appeal  for 
delay,  though  negatived,  consumed 
an  hour  and  a  half;  and  Strafford 
came  late,*^  and  then,  evidently  a 
pre-arranged  step,  he  did  not  come 
at  all,  sending  only  his  '  foot-boy '  to 
give  notice  that  his  master  was 
sick  in  bed.'*^ 

The  day  of  this  occurrence, 
Friday,  April  9,  is  a  turning  point 
in  the  story  of  Strafford's  death. 
The  'inflexible  pariy'  that  after- 
noon reviewed  their  position  ;  and 
it  looked  most  hopeless.  All  the 
evidence  they  dared  to  use  was 
exhausted ;  thev  had  prosecuted  or 
abandoned  all  their  charges :  every 
possible  method  had  been  sought 
to  exhibit  Strafford  as  an  oppressor, 
and  as  the  man  who  worked  the 
ruin  of  his  fellow-countrymen  by 
the  dissolution  of  Parliaments,  by 
inciting  the  King  to  war,  and  by 
his  evil  advice.  But  all  in  vain. 
Strafford's  insolent  non-appearance 
in  Westminster  Hall  proved  his 
strong  reliance  on  friendship  from 
the  House  of  Lords  and  on  public 
favour :  reliance  justly  placed.  The 
majority  of  the  Peers,  his  judges^ 
were  on  his  side  :*^  so  was  the  out- 
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edde  world:  the  general  opinion 
of  the  criminal  by  '  art  and 
time  *  was  converted  from  hostility 
to  pity,  even  to  admiration.  Corses 
attended  Strafford  through  Palace 
Yard  in  February ;  in  March  he  re- 
ceived respectful  salutations;  and 
the  '  Black  Tom  Tyrant'  of  Ireland, 
the  '  grand  apostate/  was  '  cried  up 
as  an  accomplished  instrument  of 
State/^  The  longer  the  impeach- 
ment lasted,  the  more  this  popula- 
rity increased:  the  odiousness  of 
ransacking  a  man's  life  to  find  cause 
to  put  him  to  death,  was  enhanced 
by  Strafford's  heroic  power  both  of 
endurance  and  resistance.  To  use 
Denham's  words,  the  trial  was  a 
scene  where 

Private  pity  stroye  with  public  hate, 
Beason  with  rage,  and  eloquence  with  fate ; 

and  to  all  appearance  pity,  reason, 
and  eloquence  were  victorious. 
It  was  also  thought,  at  that 
moment,  that  confidence  might 
be  placed  in  the  King,  and  even  in 
the  Queen.  On  two  occasions, 
thanks  from  the  House  of  Commons 
were  proposed  to  her  for 'furthering 
the  call  of  the  Parliament,  and  the 
passing  the  Triennial  Bill ;'  ^  pro- 
posals that  signify  much  to  those 
acquainted  with  the  English  mind 
of  1641. 

And  this  altered  state  of  public 
opinion  affected  the  position  of  par- 
ties in  Parliament  to  a  degree  that 
must  have  troubled  Pym  and  his 
associates.  The  continuance  of  the 
Treaiy  with  Scotland  was  their  main- 
stay— ^that  abruptly  closed,  and  the 
trial  would  be  closed  also — ^yet  on 
that  very  day,  Friday,  April  9,  de- 
featon  that  vitalquestion  was  butnar- 
rowly  avoided.  Appeals  to  national 
and  pecuniary  interests  must  have 


influenced  the  debate :  the '  cessatioii 
of  arms '  was  held  up  as  both  dis- 
honourable to  the  Commons,  and 
costly  to  the  Nation,  and  the  pro- 
longation of  the  truce,  so  naturally 
'disliked  and  opposed  by  many,' 
was  only  carried  by  a  majority  of 
thirty-nine.'* 

The  inflexibility  of  Strafford's  op 
ponents  was  now  tested.  Ill-will 
and  odium  fell,  not  on  him,  but  on 
them:  they  were  held  responsible  for 
the  cost  of  the  trial,  6oo,ooaZ.— ac- 
cording  to  the  popular  estimate**— 
for  the  precious  time  it  had  wasted, 
and  for  the  discontent  aroused 
against  Parliament ;  and,  after  all, 
they  had  not  brought  high  treason 
home  to  the  criminal ;  they  had  not 
proved  *  the  hinge  upon  which  thai 
charge  was  principally  to  hang : '  ^ 
namely  Strafford's  su^estion  to  iiie 
Eang  in  Council  wat  England 
might  be  brought  to  obedience  by 
the  Irish  armv. 

One  proof^  however,  of  that  *  pas- 
sionate advice '  for  long  had  been 
in  their  possession,  the  tran- 
script of  the  notes  which  Vane 
took  down  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  Council  meeting,  when  that 
suggestion  was  made.  That '  &tal 
scrip  of  paper '  proved  StrafiFord's 
very  words,  that  *  loose  and  ab- 
solved  from  all  rules  of  Qovemment,' 
the  King  might  *  employ  here* 
that  army  in  Ireland  to  're- 
duce this  Kingdom.'  It  also  proved 
the  time,  place  and  manner  of  these 
'wicked  counsels,'  that  they  had  pro- 
voked discussion,  and  that  the 
politic  forgetfulnessof  Vane'sfeUow- 
councillors  must  be  near  akin  to 
perjury.** 

Such  a  disclosure,  affecting  both 
king  and  council,  obviously  was  a 
last  resource,  not  to  be  used  save 


ed 
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upon  *a  case  of  necessity.'  That 
case  now  they  'conceived  was 
clear ' :  *«  *  Vane's  notes  '  must  be 
exhibited  in  Westminster  Hall. 
Accordingly  the  managers  of  the 
trial,  when  the  next  day  (Saturday, 
Apriil  lo)  bronght  the  tribunal 
again  together,  claimed  liberty  to 
examine  one  or  two  witnesses  re- 
specting *  the  main  article  of  their 
charge  touching  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford's advices  to  his  Majesty  after 
the  dissolution  of  the  last  Parlia- 
ment.' He,  of  coui*se,  resisted  the 
proposal,  and  urged,  if  it  were 
granted,  'that  the  Lords  would 
alflo  show  BO  much  favour  to  him, 
being  a  Peer  of  the  realm,'  as  to 
allow  him  to  adduce  evidence  on 
some  articles  which  he  had  omitted.^^ 
And  a  claim,  urged  on  grounds 
so  offensive  to  the  Lower  House, 
in  itself  most  objectionable,  was 
granted.  Naturally  enough  'this 
the  Commons  stormed  at ; '  the 
proceedings  closed  in  tumult ;  '  the 
King  laughed,'  and  Strafford  was 
*  80  well  pleased  that  he  could  not 
hide  his  joy.'  '^ 

Good  cause  he  had  for  joy.  K 
the  trial  proceeded,  though  that 
seemed  most  unlikel;^,  delay  almost 
to  imy  extent  was  by  that  decision 
placed  in  his  power :  the  growing 
ill-will  between  the  two  Houses  was 
now  at  a  head ;  and  every  expres- 
sion of  that  ill-will  drove  the  Lords 
more  and  more  to  adopt  Strafford's 
canse  as  their  cause.  This  *  feeding 
storm '  of  discord  spread  over  the 
Commons  ;  his  friends  there  could 
trust  to  assured  support  from  the 
other  House;  his  opponents  also 
became  divided :  anyhow  the  publi- 
cation of  that '  fatal  scrip  of  paper  ' 
^^as  prevented.  The  Peers  remained 
finn:  the  power  they  had  given 
Strafford  to  re-open  the  impeach- 


ment rendered  public  use  of  that 
document  impossible.  So  Pym 
turned  *  Vane's  notes '  to  the  best 
account  he  could  :  on  the  afternoon 
of  that  Saturday  he  read  them  aloud 
to  the  Commons,  then  they  were 
sent  to  the  Lords  'for  their  con- 
sideration.'  '* 

Such  evidence  naturally  produced 
a  strong  impression  ;  but  the  result 
was  not  a  unanimity  of  feeling 
about  Strafford's  gmlt,  but  the 
division  of  the  'inflexible  party '  and 
an  aggravation  of  the  quarrel  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Attainder  Bill.  For 
the  chief  object  of  that  measure 
apparently  was  to  retort  upon  the 
Lords  for  their  adoption  of  Straf- 
ford's cause,  and  to  assertthat  though 
he  was  a  Peer  the  Commons  might 
be  his  judges.  Even  to  make  it  clear 
that  Parliament  was  'severed* 
upon  the  question  whether  or  no 
a  Peer  was  guilty  of  high  treason, 
it  was  intended,  if  the  Bill  was 
rejected,  to  make  public  protesta- 
tion against  the  House  of  Lords  for 
their  denial  of  justice.  It  was  for 
this  very  reason  that  Pym  so  ear- 
nestly resisted  the  step.^^  And  the 
wording  of  the  Bill  reveals  that 
this  was  its  object;  it  is  not  based  on 
the  inherent  right  of  Parliament  to 
pass  an  Act  of  Attainder,  but  is 
framed  as  a  statutory  conclusion  to 
the  impeachment.  It  begins  with  a 
recital  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
trial,  then  follows  a  declaration  that 
Strafford's  crimes  were  proved  by  the 
evidence,  and  an  enactment  that  he 
is  therefore  guilty  of  High  Treason. 
The  Bill  thus,  from  its  very  form, 
was  an  intrusion  into  the  province 
solely  reserved  to  the  Peers,  of 
sitting  in  judgment  on  an  impeach- 
ment, and  especially  on  the  trial  of 
one  of  their  own  order.     The  mea- 
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sure  also  amounted  to  a  declaratioD, 
that  as  thej  had,  whilst  they  sat  as 
jadffcs,  indirectly  protected  Straf- 
ford, the  Commons  took  upon  them- 
selves to  give  their  verdict. 

This  coarse  had  its  strong  points: 
but  if  on  the  27th  of  February,  when 
it  was  open  to  the  Conunons  to 
select  their  method  of  procedure, 
*  we  all  declined  a  bill,'*®  it  was  far 
more  imperative  on  them  to  do  the 
like  in  April,  when  they  had  so 
fully  committed  themselves  to  an 
impeachment.  And  as  might  be 
expected,  the  progress  of  the  mea- 
sure and  the  conclusion  of  the 
irial  came  into  constant  collision. 
The  Bill  itself  also  involved  the 
House  in  ceaseless  complication. 
The  debate  on  Monday,  April  12, 
was  ominous  to  all  who  desired 
Strafford's  speedy  execution:  twelve 
hours  passed  by  before  the  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time  ;  the  main  ques- 
tion having  been  kept  from  solution, 
by  suggestions  that  now  the  im- 
peachment was  superseded,  by  pro- 
posals to  lay  the  Bill  aside  and  to 
return  to  the  trial,  and  by  formal 
doubts  whether  or  no  the  clauses 
should  be  considered  either  by  a 
select  committee,  or  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House.  So  irritated  did 
the  Commons  become,  that  when  a 
member  desired  'to  know,  Mr. 
Speaker,  whether  I  have  spoken 
to-day,  or  not^'  '  the  House  taketh 
that  for  a  jeer,  and  cry  to  the  bar, '  ** 

The  Attainder  Bill,  at  last  com- 
mitted, fresh  difficulty  sprang  up  ; 
it  was  the  first  contested  piece  of 
legislation  ever  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House ;  and  so 
novel  was  this  mode  of  procedure, 
that  questions  arose,  whether  during 
this  stage,  *a  man  mi^ht  speak 
against  Uie  body  of  theBill,  or  no  P' 


or  whether  the  committee  could  add 
to,  take  from,  or  *  destroy*  the  Bill  ;*' 
and  such  was  their  uncertain^, 
that  it  was  deemed  expedient  to 
re-vote  in  the  House,  before  the 
final  report,  one  of  the  leading 
clauses  of  the  Bill.*'  How  zealonslj 
a  member  now-a-days,  anxious  to 
effect  delay,  would  have  improved 
so  fair  an  occasion :  nor  were  his 
predecessors  in  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment by  any  means  remiss. 

A  'talk  out,'  however,  cannot 
be  esteemed  a  'vritty  invention;' 
and  though  the  debates  between  ibe 
1 2th  and  the  21st  of  April,  1641/are 
curious  as  the  first  example  of  the 
kind,  they  reveal  traces  of  the  same 
dull  absurdity  too  oflen  exhibited 
in  the  present  parliament.  Then, 
as  now,  from  pretended  zealots  for 
rapid  progress,  came  the  suggestion 
of  impossibilities,,  such  as  the  re- 
port of  the  Attainder  Bill  pieoe-meal 
to  the  House ;  the  ingenuous  seeker 
after  truth  meets  a  proposal  to  vote 
that  Strafford  sought  the  overthrow 
of  our  '  ancient  and  fundamental 
laws,*  by  the  question,  *what  is 
a  fundamental  law  ?  '  ^* — a  trulj 
conscientious  soul  cannot  rest  till 
the  depositions  used  at  the  trial 
are  read  aloud  to  the  House; 
and,  of  course,  adjournments  are 
often  demanded,  'because  morning 
thoughts  are  best,'  or  that  'we 
might  have  time  to  study  these 
points.'  D'Ewee,  acting  the  part 
of  indignant  chorus,  is  amazed 
that '  on  the  debate  of  so  few  lines 
we  had  lost  so  many  hours,'  at  the 
trifling  objections  raised,  and  the 
art  vnth  which  '  divers  bwyers  of 
the  House '  re-thrashed  out  every 
question,  from  a  legal  point  of 
view.  *• 

The  Attainder  Bill  was  not  then 
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reoeiyed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
with  'wonderful  alacrity,'**  and  in- 
deed  it  seems  surprising  that  it 
passed  at  all.  A  majority  of  39  on 
the  last  critical  vote  showed  that 
the  popular  party  had  no  surplus 
strength  ;  and  the  long  continuance 
of  a  Parliamentary  contest  un- 
marked by  a  division,  is  a  sure  sign 
that  opposing  parties  are  very 
eren.  This  was  the  case  with  the 
Attainder  Bill;  though  in  length 
only  about  a  couple  of  pages,  ten 
sitting  days  elapsed  between  the 
first  and  third  readings.  And  then, 
at  last,  the  Speaker's  decision  was 
challenged^  and  the  Bill  passed,  on 
April  21,  by  a  roajori^  of  143 
votes.  Bat  this  was  no  trium- 
phant majority;  only  263  were 
mustered  to  the  division,  out  of  a 
House  composed  nominally  of  510 
members.*^  The  success  of  Straf- 
ford's enemies  resulted  from  the 
defection  of  his  friends.  The  pro- 
bable cause  of  that  defection  will 
be  hereafter  explained.** 

The  delay  and  difficulty  caused 
b^  the  Attainder  Bill  have  been  ex- 
hibited ;  even  as  a  question  of  policy 
it  was  open  to  serious  objection. 
The  Bill  of  necessity  assumed  the 
aspect  of  a  retrospective  law,  an 
aspect  naturally  revolting ;  and  as 
it  had  been  the  ill-luck  of  the  '  in- 
flexible party'  to  offend  the  instincts 
of  human  nature  by  their  attempt 
to  ensnare  a  man  by  the  review  of 
his  whole  life,  so  now  an  odious 
character  was  again  stamped  upon 
their  efforts.  And  if  regarded  from 
a  technical  point  of  view,  suppos- 
ing, as  was  urged  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  measure,  the  Lords 
gave  immediate  judgment  on  the 
impeachment,  which  was  quite  in 
their  power,  what  then  would  be 
ihe  position  of  the  Bill?     Or  if 


they  chose  the  safer  course  ot 
amending,  not  rejecting  it  alto- 
gether ;  Strafford's  punishment, 
short  of  death,  would  have  been 
acceptable  to  many.  What,  then, 
would  be  the  effect  of  that 
threatened  appeal  to  the  country 
against  the  Upper  House?  The 
Bishops  also  might  vote  upon  the 
Bill ;  here  was  another  risk. 

Above  all,  it  was  dangerous  to 
widen  the  breach  between  Lords 
and  Commons,  and  to  convert  the 
question  of  Strafford's  guilt  into 
a  class  question  between  rival 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  And 
this  took  place.  A  Bill  offered  by 
the  Commons  as  the  conclusion  ot 
an  impeachment,  instead  of  a  de- 
mand for  judgment,  enabled  the 
Lords  to  challenge  their  right  to 
pass  sentence  on  a  Peer.  They 
could  ako  argue  that  as  the  verdict 
of  the  Lower  House  was  *  guilty  of 
high  treason,'  the  Lords  being  pre- 
cluded ^m  considering  what  lesser 
crime  had  been  committed,  must  re- 
ject the  Bill,  on  the  technical  point 
that  Strafford,  though  perhaps  an 
offender,  was  not  a  traitor  against 
the  State ;  and  to  the  end  the  Peers 
were  'resolute,  because  they  find  that 
they  have  no  authority  to  declare  a 
treason  in  a  fiwst  already  past.**^ 
The  presumption,  also,  of  the  Lower 
House  deeply  moved  the  whole 
House  of  Lords.  Strafford  knew 
well  when  he  addressed  them  for 
the  last  time,  the  force  of  these 
words,  *  You,  and  you  only,  are  my 
judges ;  under  fisivour,  none  of  the 
Commons  are  my  Peers,  nor  can 
they  be  my  judges.'** 

The  Lords,  thus  tempted  to  link 
the  life  of  Strafford  with  the  life  of 
their  order,  'some  went  so  high 
in  their  heat  as  to  tell  the  Commons, 
that  it  was  an  unnatural  motion 


^  Clarendon,  ed.  1839,  96. 

"  This  wa8  the  smallest  house  collected  since  the  beginning  of  the  Parliament  to  vott 
on  an  important  occasion ;  the  largest  took  place  on  March  I,  Dr.  Chaffin's  case,  when 
379  were  collected  together. 

•  asf  p.  15.  \Narraiive,  1647.  p.  77-  **  -».•  1647.  p.  59 
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for  the  head  to  be  governed  by  tbe 
tail ; '  and  tiiey  declared  on  another 
occasion,  '  that  they  themselves,  as 
competent  judges,  wonld  by  them- 
selves only  give  sentence'  npon 
Strafibrd.^^  During  moments  the 
most  tranquil,  open  collision  be- 
tween the  estates  of  the  realm  is  a 
disquieting  event :  how  deeply  so 
when  all  were  distracted  by  eveiy 
species  of  anxiety.  And  the  alarm 
this  civil  war  in  Parliament  then 
provoked,  is  best  illustrated  by 
words  then  used.  It  is  stated  in  a 
news-letter,  that  at  a  conference 
Hr.  Hollis  addressed  to  the  Lords '  a 
terrible  speech,  wishing  the  curse  of 
God  might  light  upon  all  those  which 
sought  to  divide  the  Houses. '^^ 

What  more  could  Strafford  desire? 
regarded  with  a  &vour  that  spread 
even  to  the  army,  that  formerly 
detested  him,^'  his  cause  united 
wii^  the  existence  of  the  nobility,  and 
his  opponents  weakened  by  a '  great 
defection  of  their  party,***  disunited, 
and  committed  to  a  line  of  action 
beset  with  danger,  not  only  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  Attainder 
Bill,  but  from  the  delay  it  caused. 
And  this  delay  added  'fear  upon 
fear;'  the  world  outside  Parlia- 
ment was  perplexed,  the  Commons 
were '  misrepresented,'**  mistrusted 
even  by  the  Londoners.  This  soon 
was  proved ;  a  formidable  deputa- 
tion came  to  their  House  door, 
crowds  of  citizens  bearing  a  peti- 
tion signed  '  by  many  thousands,' 
demanding  instant  justice  upon 
Strafford.**  Even  *that  worthy 
man  Mr.  Pym '  fell  into  disgrace. 


Heated  by  fierce  anxieiy,  pro- 
voked by  the  state  of  the  unpaid 
armies,  he  threatened  in  most 
Straffordian  lang^uage,  that  Tarlia- 
ment  might  compel  the  Londoners 
to  lend  money,'  much  to  the  offence 
and 'marveil' of  his  hearers.*^  Even 
his  honesty  of  purpose  became  open 
to  suspicion,  and  Lord  Digby  conld 
venture  to  hint,  that  the  trans- 
mission of  documents  affecting 
Strafford  into  the  hands  of  his 
partisans,  was  the  act  of  ^  some  un- 
worthy man  who  had  his  eye  upon 
place  and  preferments,  wherein  he 
was  supposed  to  allude  to  Mr.  Pym 
himself.'** 

And  these  were  days  when  offences 
needs  must  come;  the  men  who 
formed  the  main  support  of  the  '  in- 
flexible party '  became  discredited ; 
the  months  they  spent  in  London, 
gave  the  Scottish  Comndfisioners  an 
opportunity  of  giving  offence,  and 
they  offended  everybody.  First, 
they  were  suspected  *  to  be  so  ftr 
broken  by  the  King,  that  they  w^e 
willing  to  pass  from  pursuit' of 
Strafford  and  Episcopacy;*^  then 
they  irritated  the  whole  nation  by 
an  attack  on  the  English  Church- 
then  they  fell  into  '  a  new  pickle ' 
by  a  supposed  recantation  of  that 
attack.  And  no  diversion  conld  be 
more  happy  to  enemies  of  Pym  and 
his  fellow  workers,  than  a  shake 
given  to  our  social  fabric,  such  as 
the  threatened  demoUtion  of  Episco- 
pacy by  the  hands  of  the  Scottish 
Covenanters.  Even  the  London 
citizens  were  '  troubled '  by  their 
anti-prelatic  pamphlet.^® 


»>  NarraHve,  1641,  69.  "  May  4,  1641.    Add.  MSS.  Brit.  Mns.  1467. 

"  Fairfax  Corresp,,  ii.  6$.  ^  Narrative,  1647,  67. 

»*  April  16  1641.     FEwes,  Harl.  MSS.  (163),  446. 

••  April  21,  1 641.  D*Ewes,  Had.  MSS.  (164),  985.  It  suited  the  chronider's  purpoee 
to  pasB  over  examples  of  popular  pressure  put  on  Uie  Lower  as  well  as  the  Upper  Hoose. 
This  turn  for  omission  has  kept  out  of  sight  the  fact  that  public  anger  was  exrited,  not 
only  against  the  '  Strafifordians,'  who  vot^  for  him,  but  that  a  *  catalogue '  was  placarded 
on  the  walls  of  London  containing  the  names  of  *  diyers'  who  voted  against  Stmfiord, 
under  the  title  of  *  The  Jews,  Anabaptists,  and  Brownists  of  the  House  of  Commons.' 
Mr.  Tomkins*  Letter,  April  26,  I641.    Bolls  Office. 

"  February  20,  1641.    D'Ewes,  Harl.  MSS.  (162),  245. 

*"  Mr.  Tomkins  to  Sir  J.  Lamb,  April  26,  1641.    Bolls  Office. 

*•  Baillie,  i.  305.  ••  February  27,  1641.    Gaudy's  Notes,  Brit  Mas. 
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Time  also  revealed  tbe  Scotchmen 
in  the  Hght  of  sturdy  beggars.  To 
the  never-ending  demands  for  pay- 
ing their  soldiers,  to  restitution 
money  claimed  for  ships  taken  by 
cor  cmisers,  they  added '  the  pretty 
sum '  of  3oo,oooZ. — as  a  *  brotherly 
gift'  firom  England  to  her  con- 
querors. The  *  discord '  the  Kine 
hoped  i^at  *  vast  proposition'  would 
excite,  did  not  arise.  Although 
the  Conmions  were  reminded '  what 
a  dishonour  it  was  to  our  ancient 
and  renowned  nation,'  and  although 
Speaker  Lenthall,  the  House  being 
in  Committee,  '  spake  as  any  other 
member'  in  opposition  to  the  grant,^^ 
the  grant  was  made.  But  when 
the  vote  had  passed,  speedy  national 
tranquillity  was  expected:  that  now 
seemed  further  off  than  ever;  in 
April  *  Gramercy '  could  hardly  be 
felt  towards  the  *  good  Scot,'  who 
during  that  season  of '  horrible  con- 
fusion' urged  constant  demands  for 
a  *  brotherly  gift '  of  300,000?. 
Amidst  this  clash  of  interests,  one 

I  cause  alone  seemed  to  prosper,  and 
that  was  Strafford's.  The  confidence 
of  his  friends,  strong  in  March,  was 
in  April  still  stronger.  The  news 
firom  Yorkshire  ran,  that  there, 
*they  were  all  hopeful;'  that  ac- 
cording to  the  '  general  opinion,  he 
will  escape  the  censure  of  treason.'  ^* 
A  well-wisher  from  Paris,  wrote, 
*I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  my 
Lord  of  Strafford  is  like  to  speed  so 
well ;'  the  Court  whisper  was,  'that 
the  Eong  will  not  let  him  go,  and 
that  the  Parliament  is  not  likely  to 
be  long-lived.' *3 

I  That  rumour  about  Parliament 
contains  the  secret  of  Strafford's 
death.     That  month  of  April  that 


seemed  to  promise  to  him  so  well, 
in  truth  revealed  indications  of  his 
£Ehte.  Two  important  appointments 
were  made  during  that  month;  in 
each  case  his  enemies  were  favoured. 
Oliver  St.  John,  the  ablest,  cer- 
tainly his  bitterest  legal  opponent 
in  Parliament,  received  from  the 
King  the  post  of  Solicitor-Gene- 
ral ;  6«  and  to  the  Earl  of  Holland, 
who  for  years  hated  Strafford,  and 
was  hated  in  return,  at  Court  his 
most  successful  rival,  and  among 
the  Scots  *  our  good  friend, '^^  was 
given  chief  command  over  the 
Koyal  army ;  and  this  appointment, 
made  at  a  time  when  it  was  essen- 
tial for  Strafford's  sake  that  King 
and  people  should  be  on  good  accord, 
created  alarm  and  distrust  both 
among  the  Scotch  and  English.^f 

Whatever  was  Strafford's  sus* 
picion,  when  power  was  thus  be- 
stowed upon  his  enemies,  that 
suspicion  was  soon  converted  into 
certainty.  On  the  23rd  of  April 
he  received  by  letter  an  explanation 
from  the  King  himself.  Wijfch  fer- 
vent  expressions  of  regret,  he  forew 
warned  his  minister,  that  owing  to 
the  '  strange  mistaking  and  con- 
juncture of  the  times  ...  I  must  lay 
by  the  thought  of  imploying  you 
hereafter  in  my  affairs.'®^  That 
letter  seemed  an  act  of  tender  care : 
but  the  true  meaning  was,  that 
Charles  was  not  able  to  act  with  the 
House  of  Lords ;  they  were  resolute 
to  acquit  Strafford :  the  King  was 
about  to  condemn  him,  though  not 
to  death.  And  he  did  so.  Acting 
on  the  advice  of  Lord  Savile  and 
the  Earl  of  Bristol,^®  he  went  on 
Saturday,  the  ist  of  May,  to  the 
throne  in  the  Upper  House,  sum- 


•^  ITEweB,  Harl.  MSS.  (162),  140,  149. 

*  April  10,  and  30,  1641.    Fairfax  Corresp,,  il  104,  207. 

**  Mr.  Bead's  and  Mr.  Tomkins'  Letters,  April  26,  1641.    Rolls  Office. 

•*  lyEwes,  HarL  MSS.  (164),  993.  *  Mr.  0.  St.  John,  lately  made  the  King's  solicitor.' 
April  29,  1641.  •*  Baillie,  i.  306. 

"  April  2,  1641.    Dalrymple's  Memorials  of  State,  118;  Clarendon,  ed.  1839,  116.' 

•*  Sirqford  Letiere,  ii.  410. 

^  Letter  from  Father  Philips,  read  to  the  Commons  by  F^m,  June  25,  1641.  Bosh- 
^«rth,  ir.  257. 
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moned  before  him  the  Honse  of 
Commons,  and  aasiiming  through- 
out  his  speech  that  the  Lords  were 
prepared  to  pass  the  Attainder  Bill, 
he  pleaded  guilty  in  behalf  of  Straf- 
ford, not,  indeed,  of  high  treason, 
bnt  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Like  all  acts  of  double  dealing, 
this  speech  was  capable  of  most 
contradictory  interpretations,  all 
mysterious.  To  those  who  knew 
that  the  Bill,  coldly  received  by 
the  Lords,  had  lain  four  days  un- 
touched upon  their  table,  and  there- 
fore expected  its  rejection,  an  ex- 
pectation justified  by  the  practice  of 
that  time,  and  to  those  who  knew 
'  that  it  was  both  possible  and  pro- 
bable '  that  the  '  declaration '  of  the 
Upper  House  would  be  given  in 
Strafford's  fisivour,^^  it  seemed  as  if 
Charles,  braving  the  anger  of  Parlia- 
ment, had  illegally  interfered  in  its 
proceedings,  to  bring  punishment 
on  a  crimmal  the  Lords  were  dis- 
posed to  acquit. 

But  the  Peers  were,  on  the  con- 
trary,.  addressed  by  ike  King  as 
if  they  were  all  about  to  vote 
Strafford  guilty  of  High  Treason, 
thoi]^h  it  was  notorious  that  'of 
the  four-score  present  at  the  trial, 
not  above  twenty'  held  that  opi- 
nion, and  as  if  they  were  readv 
to  agree  to  the  Attainder  Bill, 
although  then  '  there  was  little 
suspicion  that  it  would  pass.''^®  Nor 
was  that  address  to  them  only  an 
offensive  proof  that  Charles  '  feared 
their  inconstancy,'^*  or  a  breach  of 
privilege :  it  interrupted  the  quarrel 
between  the  two  Houses,  and  spoilt 
the  fight  the  Lords  hoped  to  wage. 
Thev  saw  that  they  now  must  retract 
the  haughty  tone  they  had  assumed 
towards  the  Lower  House :  that  as 
Charles  himself  had  declared  Straf- 
ford to  be  a  criminal,  certainly 
deserving  civil  death,  they    were 


driven  from  the  technical  legtl 
question  of  high  treason,  into  the 
moral  bearing  of  his  offences.  And 
if  compelled  so  &r  to  accept  the 
decision  of  the  Commons,  what 
course  was  open  but  to  pass  the 
Attainder  BiU  ? 

The  effect  of  that  speech  does  not 
end  here :  the  Lords  and  Coomions 
and  all  classes  in  society  were  deeply 
moved  by  this  perplexing  feature  in 
the  King's  conduct:  it  ediibited 
those  terrors  of  a  stricken  consdenoe 
which  make  '  the  wicked  flee  when 
no  man  pursueth.'  The  whole  tenor 
of  his  speech  to  the  House  of  Lords 
implied  that  there  was  extreme 
danger,  even  in  saving  alive,  thongfa 
stripped  of  honour  and  estate,  the 
man  whom  the  Peers  were  prepared 
to  set  free;  and  in  the  assumed 
character  of  intercessor  with  judges 
resolved  on  their  victim's  deatii,  he 
begs  them  '  to  find  out  a  way  to 
satisfy  justice,  and  their  own  fean.' 
And  the  same  strain  of  argument 
runs  through  the  letter  to  Strafford ; 
Charles  ascribes  his  inability  to 
employ  him  hereafter,  to  the '  strange 
conjuncture  of  the  times.'  Y^ 
neither  on  the  23rd  of  April  or  on 
the  I  st  of  May,  had  any  special  crisisi 
either  in  Strafford's  fate,  or  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  taken  place :  the  tunes 
were  stormy;  but  no  storm  had 
broken  forth:  without  thought  of 
'  fears,'  it  seemed '  very  likely,'  even 
then,  that  he  'might  have  passed 
free  by  the  voices '  "^^  of  the  Upper 
House. 

No  wonder  that  the  King's  nse 
of  such  unaccountable  words  made 
all  men  suspect  that  something 
even  more  alarming  was  behind. 
For  weeks  vague  rumours  of  designs 
against  the  State  had  floated 
throughliondon  ;^'  and  now,  warned 
from  the  throne  itself,  it  became 
known  that  there  was  a  plot    And 


••  Narrative,  1647,  82.  »•  Clarendon,  ed.  1839,  96.  108. 

**  Ibid.,  79.  **  Narrative,  1647,  ^2. 

"  Daliymple's  Memorials  of  State,  March  3,  and  April  2,  1641,  114,  117. 
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80  ihere  was :  Charles  had  sanctioned 
and  promoted,  from  the  beginning 
of  April,  the  project  of  bringing 
the  royal  army  from  Yorkshire  to 
London,  to  overawe  both  City  and 
Parliwnent;  and  it  was  evidently 
for  that  purpose  that  he  placed  it 
under  the  charge  of  Strafford's 
enemy,  the  Earl  of  Holland.  The 
King  also  knew  that  the  pro- 
ject had  been  betrayed.^*  When 
he  wrote  that  letter  to  Strafford, 
on  the  23rd  of  April,  Parliament 
had  acted  on  that  information  ;  on 
the  19th  of  April,  the  Commons 
made  an  order,  staying  the  officers 
who  were  Members  of  the  Honse, 
from  obeying  the  command  of  their 
General,  the  Earl  of  Holland,  *  to 
go  down  to  their  charges  in  the 
anny  very  suddenly  ;''*  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  conspiracy  being  by 
name  connected  with  that  order. 
And  forty-eight  hours  after  the 
King's  speech  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  the  Army  Plot  was  fully  re- 
vealed to  Parliament.  Then  it  be- 
came clear  what  *  fears '  might 
justly  arise  if  Strafford  was  not  sent 
oat  of  this  world,  and  what  was  the 
source  of  that  undercurrent  of 
alarm  which  drove  Charles  to  use 
that  word. 

The  disclosure  of  the  Army  Plot 
was  fatal  to  Strafford ;  yet  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  his  death  was  the 
King's  visit  to  Parliament  on  the 
ist  of  May.  For,  to  quote  a  very 
good  authority,  that  speech  '  put 
the  Lords  to  such  a  stand,  who 
were  before  inclinable  enough  to 
that  unfortunate  gentleman  (Straf- 
ford), that  a  multitude  of  rabble  ''« 
beset  the  doors  of  Parliament,  de- 
manding his  execution.  They  ap- 
parently were  not  acquainted  with 


the  language  the  King  had  used 
from  the  throne,  and  that  he  had 
made  an  appeal  for  his  servant's 
life.  On  the  contrary,  they  sup- 
posed, not  that  he  deemed  the  Lords 
to  be  too  ready  to  condemn  Straf- 
ford, but  not  ready  enough ;  and 
they  thought  that  they  must  imitate 
the  King,  and  show  themselves  be- 
fore the  Upper  House  to  prevent 
their  acquittal  of  the  criminal. 
And  so,  'inflamed  by  the  King's 
speech,'^^  early  in  the  morning  of 
Monday,  3rd  of  May,  before  any  re- 
velation of  the  Army  Plot  had  been 
made,  a  crowd  of  citizens  filled 
Palace  Yard,  and  saluted  the  Peers 
as  they  arrived  there  with  cries 
demanding  Strafford's  execution. 

Historians  give  a  most  exagge- 
rated account  of  this  event,  and 
ascribe  the  consent  of  the  Lords  to 
the  Attainder  Bill  to  panic  terror, 
and  the  dictation  of  a  mob.  This 
was  not  the  case.  The  crowd  was 
not  composed  of  rabble,  but  of 
wealthy  merchants:  their  threats 
were  only,  *that  to-morrow  they 
will  send  their  servants,  if  the 
Lords  did  not  expedite  justice 
speedily.''®  This  they  did  not  do. 
The  rumour  that  an  escape  of  the 
prisoner  from  the  Tower  was  immi- 
nent, brought  next  day  another, 
but  a  smaller  gathering  to  Pa- 
lace Yard,  which  soon  dispersed;'^ 
the  demonstration  of  Monday  was 
not  repeated.  And  the  Attainder 
Bill  certainly  did  not  pass  under 
the  immediate  threat  of  mob  vio- 
lence ;  not  touched  by  the  Lords 
on  that  Monday,  though  undiscussed 
since  the  27th  of  April,  its  third 
reading  only  took  place  on  the  8th  of 
May,  after  seven  stages  of  debate. 

And  a  contemporary  authority 


'•  Heylin'fl  Life  of  Laud,  449. 


'*  Narrative  by  Queen  Henrietta  Maria,  Mdme.   de  Motteville*8  Anne  of  Austria, 
Vol.  i.  207. 
"  Com.  Joum.  ii.  123. 
"  Narrative  J 1647,  ^4- 

"  Uvedale  to  Bfadley,  May  3,  1641.  .Rolls  Office. 
^  Narrative,  1647,  89. 
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confirms  our  assertion.  At  the  very 
moment  of  the  event,  the  demon- 
stration of  the  3rd  of  May,  was  not 
regarded  as  a  spontaneons  expres- 
sion  of  public  ^ling,  but  as  an 
organised  affair,  arranged  by  the 
same  agency  which  had  urged  the 
King  to  make  his  address  to  Par- 
liament. Both  events  are  ascribed 
to  the  working  of  Strafford's '  seem- 
ing friends,'  but  *  real  enemies,'  who 
*  put  the  King  upon  this  way, 
hoping  thereby  that  the  Lords 
should  find  occasion  to  pretend  ne- 
cessity of  doing  that  which,  per- 
haps, in  regard  of  common  equity, 
or  the  King's  displeasure,  they  could 
not  durst  have  done.'  And  appa- 
r^itly  that  pretended  necessity  was 
furnished  by  the  crowd  in  Palace 
Yard ;  for  we  are  told  by  the  same 
authority,  that  on  the  final  stage  of 
the  Bill,  *  the  greatest  part  of  Straf- 
ford's friends  absented  themselves, 
upon  pretence  (whether  true  or 
supposititious)  that  they  feared  the 
multitude.'®®  It  was  not,  however, 
to  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  that 
Strafford  attributed  his  death,  but 
because,  to  use  his  own  words,  by 
that  *  declaration  *  of  the  Bang's,  *on 
Saturday,'  '  the  minds  of  men  were 
moi*e  incensed  against  him,'  and 
because  Charles  had  not  *intirely 
left  him  to  the  judgment  of  their 
lordships. '*' 

The  motives  that  prompted  that 
untoward  act,  we  do  not  attempt  to 
fathom:  but  that  ideal  being,  the 
historic  Charles  I.,  must,  part  with 
an  invented  justification  of  his  con- 
duct. It  has  been  assumed  that 
the  Army  Plot  was  designed  for 
Strafford's  release  from  prison,  and 


that  hiB  friend.  Lord  Say,  misled 
the  King  into  making  that '  decbn- 
tion.'^  But  supposing  that  Charles 
could  be  ignorant  of  the  intentknB 
of  the  Xfpper  House,  and  blind 
to  the  effect  of  his  interference,  he 
must  have  known  the  dispodtions 
of  his  advisers,  that  Savile  had 
'  particular  malice  to  Strafford, 
which  he  had  sucked  in  with  his 
milk,'W  and  that  the  Earl  of  Bristol 
was  foremost  in  that  group  of  Peers, 
who  by  giving  security  for  the  loan 
of  20o,oooL,  had  given  security 
against  Strafford's  acquittal,  and  that 
he  had  been  throughout  the  '  Mer- 
cury' of  the  Scottish  Commis- 
sioners.*^ 

But  there  is  no  doubt  whatever 
about  the  Army  Plot:  the  King 
set  that  on  foot,  with  the  full  know- 
ledge of  the  risk  it  caused  his  pri- 
soner, and  that  it  was  a  design  of  his 
enemies  to  profit  by  his  ruin.  Nor 
was  Charles  tempted  by  the  proffer 
of  a  hope^  project  ftilly  matured 
without  his  consent ;  he  caught  at 
the  hasty  tender  of  an  obvionslj 
desperate  attempt.  One,  wiser 
than  he,  gave  him  ample  warning: 
it  was  the  Queen.  At  first  'over- 
joyed' with  him  at  the  prospect 
thus  opened  out,  reflection  told  her 
that  jealousy  among  the  conspir- 
ators would  provoke  disclosure  of 
the  plot :  and  as,  *  if  the  secret  was 
once  blown,'  Strafford  would  be  de- 
stroyed, she  decided  '  not  to  do  it ' ; 
but  the  King  resisted  the  Queen's 
playful  reiteration  of  *  No,  no  no,— 
it  shall  not  be,'  and  her  more 
serious  persuasions ;  he  initiated  the 
plot,  and  at  once  it  was  revealed 
to  Pym  and  his  associates.^    Nor 


8»  Narrative,  1647,  82,  89. 

•»  Strafford'B  Letter  to  CharloB.  I.    May  4,  1641. 

•^Clarendon,  ed.  1839,  108.  It  seems,  from  a  passage  in  Father  PhiUps'  Letter,  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  eyent,  Lord  Say  was  supposedi  though  wrongly,  to  have  given  that 
adrice. 

"  Clarendon,  ed.  1839,  396. 

"  Strafford's  own  expression.    Baicliffe  Corr.  216. 

■*  Narrative  by  Queen  Henrietta  Maria.  Vol.  i.,  202.  Goring'a  depositions,  Archives^ 
House  of  Lords. 
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oQvld.lie.haYjo  supposed  tliat  Straf- 
fojA'a  {WfiHare  formed  any  portion 
of  ibskt.  defiigu :  the  object  of  the 
flonapin^tQis^  Wihnot  and  Goring, 
was  to  obtain  the  post  Strafford 
fiUed  of  lieutenant-Oeneral  of  the 
ilQgliah  Army  i  nor  could  they  be 
his  *good  willers,'  as  they  i?fere 
among  the  'merry  lada^'.who  de- 
pended on  thcEarl-olJaolland.!?  _ 

And  one  final  blow, must  be 
given  to  that  false  image  of  Charles 
I.  that  historians  have  set  np.  It 
is  represented  that  if  hen  *  wrestled 
breathless '  into  giving  his  consent, 
the  King  signed  the  Commission 
to  pass  the  Attainder  Bill,  '  com- 
forted even  with  that  assurance, 
that  his  hand  was  not  in'  the 
document  itself.  If  so,  it  is  strange, 
that  not  using  a  common  form  ap- 
propriate to  the  occasion,  the  Lord 
Privy  Seal,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  that  Commission, 
should  have  declared  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  Hbat  his 
Majesty  had  an  intent  to  have  come 
himself  this  day,  and  given  his 
Royal  Assent  to  these  two  Bills,' 
of  which  one  was  Strafford's  At- 
tainder.®' 

Speculation  whether  or  no  King 
Charles  deliberately  intended  by 
his  speech  of  the  ist  of  May  to 
sacrifice  his  minister  in  order  to 
avert  the  consequences  of  the  dis- 
closure of  the  Army  Plot,  is  not 
within  our  province.  Clarendon 
admits  that  those  events  alike  were 
fatal  to  Strafford :  our  argument  is 
fiilfiUed  by  an  explanation  of  the 
true  meaning  of  the  royal  inter- 
ference with  Parliament, by  showing 
thai  the  Earl's  enemies  were  lead- 
ing spirits  in  those  transactions, 
and  that  the  King  could  not  have 
supposed  that  Strafford's  benefit 
was  designed,  either  by  the  speech 


or  by  the  plot.  So  completely,  indeed, 
did. that  conspiracy  play  into  the 
hands  of  the  '  inflexible  party,'  and 
justify  their  uaapopular  policy,  that 
Sir  P.  Warwick  suggests  tlmt  the 
^leading  men  in  Parhament'  were 
the  secret  authors  of  the  scheme.^® 
And  without  laying  too  much  stress 
on  a  surmise,  it  is  to  th»  informa- 
.tion.  that  jnust  have  influenced  the 
Commons  tp,  make  that  order, 
staying  the  officers  from  obeying 
their  general's  commands  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  army,  that 
we  attribute  the  defection  of 
Strafford's  friends  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  Attainder  Bill ;  that 
proceeding,  at  least,  took  place  two 
days  after  the  oixier  was  voted,  and 
it  is  evident  that  up  to  that  time 
the  popular  party  had,  during  a 
protracted  contest,  shrunk  from 
testing  their  numbers  by  the  crite- 
rion of  a  division. 

"Tet,  though  a  positive  j  udgment  on 
the  motives  that  guided  the  King 
in  his  conduct  towards  Strafford 
is  not  to  our  taste,  and  though  we 
have  refrained  from  reference  to 
those  repeated  actions — such  as 
the  refusal  to  disband  that  very 
Irish  army  that  had  threatened, 
and  still  threatened,  England — by 
which  Charles  indirectly,  yet  most 
effectively,  prejudiced  Strafford's 
cause.  Still,  if  it  be  the  case  that 
-through  all  the  many  days  which 
held  his  fate  in  suspense  the  utmost 
disregard  of  his  safety  was  exhi- 
bited by  the  King,  who  certainly 
hated  Parliament  more  than  he 
loved  the  servant  in  jeopardy  for 
his  sake,  it  is  well  that  this  should 
be  known.  For  it  is  but  just  that  *the 
vile  person  be  no  more  called  liberal,' 
and  that  King  Charles  be  no  longer 
credited  with  efforts  that  he  did 
not    make,    and    with    tenderness 


■•  Warwick's  Memoirs,  147. 

•'May  ID,  1 641.     Journal  House  of  Lords,  vi.,  243.     These  words  were  not  used  on 
the  previous  Commission,  July  ii,  1625,  or  on  the  next,  January  15,  1642. 
•*  Warmck  Memoirs,  1 79. 
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he  did  not  show  towards  his 
poor  prisoner  in  the  Tower.  It  is 
there  that  the  '  bonntiM  man/  the 
truly  royal  man,  was  to  be  found, 
and  not  at  Whitehall.  Our  story 
of  Strafford's  death  enhances 
the  majestic  compassion  he  ex- 
tended to  his  master:  with  the 
language  of  a  humble  suppliant  he 


besought  that  the  Attainder  Bill 
might  be  passed,  that  'a  blessed 
agreement'  might  be  established 
in  the  realm ;  and  then,  ^  as  a 
king  gives  unto  the  king,'  Strafford 
gave  to  Charles  '  the  life  of  this 
world,  with  all  the  cheerfulness 
imaginable.'  ®^ 

Reginald  F.  D.  Palgbive. 


^  Strafford's  Letter  to  Charles  I.,  May  4,  1641. 
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THE  system  on  which  the  rail- 
ways  of  England  have  been 
oonstrncted  and  worked  has  been 
frequently  the  snbjectof  discussion, 
and  of  late  this  discussion  has  as- 
snmed  more  practical  importance. 
It  has  been  argued  by  some  persons, 
and  assumed  by  many  others,  that 
the  possession  of  the  carrying  trade 
of  the  country  by  private  corpora-i 
tionsdoes  not  afford,  or  will  not  con-' 
tmue  to  afford,  all  the  advantages 
which  the  public  require,  and  that 
these  would  be  better  secured  byv 
the  transfer  of  the  whole  sjrstem  \ 
into  the  hands  of  the  Government.  | 
The  recent  course  of  railway  legis- 
lation and  the  policy  of  the  com- 
panies themselves  has  encouraged 
this  discussion.  The  tendency  of 
this  policy  has  been  by  amalgama-  | 
tion  CTadually  to  absorb  the  smaller  . 
lines  mto  a  few  great  systems  ;  even 
companies  of  considerable  magni- 
tude find  it  to  their  interest  to 
unite  in  that  way,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  say  to  what  extent  this  policy  j 
may  be  carried.  Last  year  the  ' 
qu^tion  of  amalgamation  was  sub- 
mitted to  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  very  thoroughly 
investigated.  It  was  urged  that 
the  progress  of  these  amalgamations 
would  hand  large  districts  over  to 
the  uncontrolled  monopoly  of  single 
companies  ;  that  the  protection  to  \ 
public  interests  which  was  given  by 
competition  would  cease  to  exist, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  to  give 
to  Government  a  further  control 
than  it  at  present  possesses  over 
the  working  of  the  railways.  This 
Committee  in  a  careful  report, 
while  admitting  the  advantages  of 
amalgamation  in  certain  cases,  did 
not  suegest  any  practical  means  of 
controUmg  the  companies  without 
nnduly  interfering  in  their  manage- 
ment, although  they  suggested  the 
appointment  of  a  Commission  for 


traffic  with  powers  so 
lefinite  that    it  can    hardly  be 
called  a  practical  proposal. 

It  has,  however,  been  urged,  as  a 
means  of  avoiding  the  conflict 
which  is  supposed  to  exist  between 
the  interest  of  the  companies  and 
of  the  public,  that  the  railways 
should  be  purchased  and  worked  by 
the  State.  Though  the  Committee 
expressly  declined  to  enter  into  this 
question,  they  printed,  along  with 
other  evidence,  a  report  by  Captain 
Tyler,  dwelling  strongly  on  the 
defects  of  the  present  system,  and 
suggesting  this  solution  of  the 
difficulty.  The  same  idea  was 
urged  in  several  speeches  and 
pamphlets  during  last  year,  and  it 
will  be  brought  prominently  before 
the  public  by  the  action  of  the 
Government  in  the  case  of  the  Irish 
railways.  The  Government  inti- 
mated the  intention  of  consider- 
ing the  pm*chase  of  the  Irish  lines, 
and  though  some  more  recent  cor- 
respondence seems  to  indicate  that 
that  intention  was  announced  rather 
hastily,  and  that  a  study  of  the 
details  of  the  measure  shows  it  to 
be  much  more  difficult  in  practice 
than  it  appeared  at  first,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  matter  will  be  brought 
before  Parliament,  and  give  rise  to 
gr&ve  discussion. 

If  the  (Jovemment  is  to  work  the 
Irish  lines,  it  will  be  very  difficult 
to  adjust  its  relations  as  a  carrier  in 
Ireland  with  the  English  lines 
which  have  an  interest  in  that 
country  ;  and  if  it  is  economically 
judicious  to  buy  railways  in  Ireland, 
some  of  which  are  said  to  be  un- 
remunerative — although  much  ex- 
aggeration prevails  on  this  subject 
— ^it  would  appear  sound  policy  to 
buy  the  lines  in  Grreat  Britain, 
which  are  in  general  more  important 
and  more  elastic ;  and  that  question 
cannot  fidl  to  be  brought  into  the 
discussion.     Captain  Tyler,  whose 
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report  is  meant  rather  as  snggestive 
of  ^rther  discussion  than  as  an  ex- 
haustive argument,  brings  certain 
charges  against  the  companies  of 
neglect  of  the  public  interest  for 
their  private  advantage,  and  con- 
trasts their  management  with  that 
of  apublic  department,  which  woxdd 
not  only  be  thoroughly  master  of 
the  detiols  of  working,  but,  having 
no  other  int^i-est  than  the  public 
good,  would  avoid  all  the  mistakes 
and  all  the  injustice  with  which  the 
companies  are  credited.  But  this 
description  of  a  public  department 
is  somewhat  too  ideal. 

In  discussing  this  question  we 
htfve  to  consider  not  what  public 
servants  might  theoretically  do, 
but  how  they  do  in  fiict,  with  the 
best  intentions,  manage  the  depart- 
ments with  which  they  have  to 
deal ;  and  whether  they  show  in 
practice  that  readiness  to  advance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  age, 
that  elasticity  in  meeting  the  wants 
of  the  public,  and  that  economy  of 
management  with  which  they  are 
sometimes  credited,  and  which  the 
interests  of  the  companies  does  to 
some  extent  secure. 

But  before  entering  into  the  de- 
tails of  the  question  it  would  be 
well  to  consider  the  great  import- 
ance of  the  change  which  is  thus 
suggested,  and  its  bearing  on  the 
constitution  and  habits  of  this 
country. 

The  change  involves  the  substi- 
tution of  direct  Government  man- 
agement for  private  enterprise,  and 
of  a  complete  monopoly  for  at  least 
qualified  competiiion  in  the  greatest 
commercial  undertakings  in  this 
country ;  and  from  its  adoption  there 
would  follow,  among  other  conse- 
quences, an  addition  to  the  National 
Debt  of  a  sum  about  equal  to  its 
present  amount,  with  a  revenue  to 
meet  it  depending  on  the  profits  of 
a  commercial  adventure  ;  the  inter- 
ference of  Gbvemment,  through  its 
agents,  with  all  the  details  of  trans- 
port^ and  consequently  with  the 


great  mass  of  commercial  aflfairs ; 
and  the  transfer  into  Government 
employment  of  a  very  large  number 
of  skilled  artisans  and  labourers  dis- 
tributed through  all  parts  of  '^the 
country. 

It  has  not  'hitherto  been  the 
habit  of  the  Gbvemment  of  Eng- 
land to  xmdertake  such  responsibi- 
lities, or  to  interfere  in  such  mat- 
ters. With  the  exception  of  the 
Post  Office,  which  will  be  discussed 
further  on,  the  functions  of  the 
Executive  have  been  principally 
confined  to  providing  for  the  repre- 
sentation and  defence  of  the  nation 
abroad,  and  to  the  collection  of 
revenue  and  police  duties  at  home. 

It  has  manu&ctured  the  ships 
and  materials  required  for  its  own 
use,  though  even  in  these  it  has 
relied  largely  on  private  enterprise, 
and  has  never  of  late  years  esta- 
blished a  monopoly  in  its  favour  in 
such  products ;  but  it  has  not  to  anj 
large  extent  assumed  the  initiaiiye 
in  stimulating  or  regulating  com- 
merce, or  developing  the  resources 
of  the  nation — a  task  which  has 
been  left  to  individuals,  with  the 
result  of  producing  the  greatest 
extension  of  commercial  enterprise 
and  the  largest  accumulation  of 
national  wealth  which  the  worid 
has  ever  seen.  The  revenue  has 
been  raised  by  a  system  of  taxation 
intended,  according  to  the  ideas  of 
the  time,  to  press  as  h'ghtly  as 
possible  on  the  industry  of  the 
countiy,  but  drawn  from  sources 
which  are  so  well  known  that  pro- 
vision can  almost  certainly  be  made 
at  the  end  of  one  year  for  Ae  re- 
quirements of  the  next.  It  has 
never  entered  into  speculations 
which,  however  promising,  would 
be  subject  to  fluctuations,  and  m^t 
be  most  deficient  at  £he  very  time 
at  which  there  was  the  greatest 
pressure  on  the  resources  of  the 
nation;  and  it  has  thus  avoided 
excessive  changes  in  the  amoant  of 
regular  taxation,  except  for  national 
objects.     This  policy  has  secured 
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for  tibe  British  funds  a  position  of 
strength  andaoomparatiye  absence 
of  violent  finctnations,  which  is 
without  example  in  any  other  secn- 
ri^  of  large  amount. 

In  its  relations  with  the  people, 
the  English  Government,  unlike 
the  Governments  of  the  Continent, 
has  always  avoided  as  much  as 
possible  any  direct  interference, 
except  for  purposes  of  revenue. 
The  Executive  can  exercise  no  per- 
oeptible  pressure  on  the  popula- 
tion out^de  of  the  Government 
officials,  who  are  few  in  number  ; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
absence  of  Gt)vemment  interference 
is  an  important  element  in  main- 
taining the  freedom  with  which 
the  institutions  of  this  country 
are  worked,  while  its  presence  is 
one  of  the  main  reasons  for  the 
comparative  failure  of  such  insti- 
tutions on  the  Continent.  But  this 
itate  of  things  would  be  materially 
changed  by  the  adoption  of  the 
proposal  which  we  are  now  con- 
sidering. Under  that  proposal  not 
only  would  Gt)vemment  be  able 
to  exercise  considerable  pressure  on 
particular  localities,  by  the  power 
it  would  possess  of  restricting  or 
extending  railway  accommodation, 
but  it  would  have,  in  every  part  of 
the  country,  officers  placed  in  a 
position  to  influence  most  of  the 
inhabitants.  Although  these  powers 
might  not  produce  here  the  re- 
suEs  which  flow  from  them  in 
countries  which  are  'more  accus- 
tomed to  the  interference  of  the 
Executive,  they  could  not  fail  to 
introduce  a  new  and  important 
element  into  English  political  life. 

There  is  another  matter  of 
growingimportancein  which  the  po- 
sition of  the  Government  would  be 
materially  altered  by  the  adoption 
of  this  scheme.  It  has  now  in  its 
employment,  besides  its  soldiers 
ftnd  sailors,  who  are  under  an  ex* 
oeptional  legislation  and  separated 
from  the  civilian  labourers,  a  con- 
iiderable  number  of  clerks  drawn 


from  the  class  amongst  whom, 
beyond  all  others,  the  supply  of 
labour  is  greater  than  the  demand, 
and  of  artisans  in  the  Government 
ffiMstories  and  dockyards,  who  are 
hardly  numerous  enough  to  exer- 
cise much  pressure  on  their  em- 
ployers. But  if  the  Government  is 
to  take  into  its  service  all  the  men 
employed  by  the  railway  com- 
panies, to  the  number  of  above 
20,000  skilled  artisans  and  200,000 
labourers  of  all  classes,  many  of 
them  living  in  the  great  towns  and 
mostly  affiliated  to  _the  unions  of 
their  respective  trades,  most  for-  ' 
midable  difficulties  might  arise  in 
questions  in  which  the  rights  of 
labour  are  concerned.  The  i*ailway 
companies  have  difficulty  enough 
in  dealing  with  them,  though  they  ^ 
are  to  some  extent  divided,  and 
though  the  question  with  the  com- 
panies is  not  complicated  by  poli- 
tical and  other  considerations  ;  but 
if  they  were  under  one  system  and 
supported  by  all  the  political  influ- 
ence they  could  undoubtedly  brings 
to  bear,  they  might  cause  serious 
difficulties  to  the  Government  Rail- 
way Administration,  so  as  to  make 
it  practically  impossible  to  carry 
on  the  work  except  at  a  great  sacri- 
fice. 

There  are  many  other  conse- 
quences which  might  be  discussed 
as  following  from  so  momentous  a 
change ;  but  those  which  have  been 
stated  are  important  enough  to 
make  it  desirable  to  examine  ther 
question  generally. 

It  is  necessary  for  this  purpose 
to  consider  shortly  the  history  and 
present  position  of  railway  enter- 
prise in  this  country,  and  some  of 
the  points  which  have  been  raised 
in  reference  to  the  subject. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  railway 
system  it  was  frequently  proposed 
to  regulate  its  development,  and 
place  it  under  the  control  of  the 
Executive,  so  as  to  ensure  a  regu-^ 
lar  plan  of  railway  communica^ 
tion  controlled  by  the  Government 
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and  secured  against  oompeiitioD. 
These  plans  would  have  produced 
a  more  or  less  perfect  system  at  a 
cost  very  much  below  what  has  been 
incurred  since ;  but,  whatever  they 
might  have  done,  they  were  never 
followed  long  enough  to  influence 
seriously  the  course  of  railway  le- 
gislation, and,  in  fact,  a  system  of 
almost  unlimited  freedom  was 
adopted.  Nearly  every  line  was 
sanctioned  which  could  show  any 
support  or  any  prospect  of  being 
completed  ;  and  if,  from  time  to 
time,  a  scheme  was  rejected  for  one 
year,  on  the  ground  of  competition 
with  some  existing  lino,  it  was 
almost  sure  to  be  sanctioned  in  the 
long  run.  ,This  plan  entailed  very 
great  and  unprofitable  expense  in 
the  promotion  and  defence  of  rival 
schemes,  which  were  brought  for- 
ward in  every  direction ;  but  it  re- 
sulted in  a  system  of  railways  veryex- 
tensive  and  complete;  too  complete 
for  the  requirements  of  the  country 
at  the  time  they  were  made,  but 
which  is  now  not  more  than  suffi- 
cient for  the  wonderful  increase  of 
traffic  which  it  has  itself  in  a  great 
measure  created.  At  first  the  rail- 
way system  was  associated  with  a 
great  deal  of  reckless  speculation, 
and  great  losses  were  experienced 
by  persons  who  went  rashly  into 
these  schemes,  but  for  some  years 
past  this  speculation  has  turned 
mto  other  channels,  and  the  rail- 
way  extensions  which  are  now 
carried  on  are  mostly  promoted 
by  existing  companies,  who  make 
branches  in  themselves  not  remu- 
nerative, but  which  give  a  return  to 
them  by  the  traffic  thrown  on 
the  main  lines  ;  or  contractors' 
lines,  devised  and  carried  out  by 
professional  gentlemen,  in  the  hope 
that  some  neighbouring  company 
may  buy  them  to  keep  out  its 
neighbours.  Certain  lines,  particu- 
larly in  Scotland,  have  been  carried 
out  by  landowners  for  the  benefit  of 
their  estates ;  but  this  can  hardly  be 
done  except  where  there  are  pro- 


prietors of  great  wealth  and  pohHc 
spirit,  and  must  be  very  exoeptional 
In  general  any  railway  esd^ensiou 
now  carried  on  is  the  result  of  com- 
petition between  existing  compa- 
nies. Although  the  present  system 
of  railways  is  far  in  excess  of  what 
the  most  sanguine  person  would 
have  considered  necessary  in  tiie 
early  times  of  railway  construction, 
when  it  was  proposed  to  regulate  its 
course,  and  though  it  is  still  ex- 
tending itself  in  many  places  which 
were  at  first  neglected,  it  does  not 
seem  to  outstep  the  development  of 
traffic,  and  it  appears  that,  notwith- 
standing the  great  increase  of  mile- 
age since  1858  by  the  construction 
of  what  were  considered  at  the  time 
unproductive  branches,  the  average 
return  on  the  capital  invested  in  rail- 
ways is  larger  now  than  it  was  then. 
On  the  other  hand,  these  extensions 
have  gfiven  to  the  railway  system 
in  general  a  firm  grasp  of  the  traffic 
of  the  country ;  and  as  that  traffic 
increases  in  a  much  greater  propor- 
tion than  the  capital  expenditure  of 
the  companies  now  does,  and  as  it 
is  hardly  possible  for  any  new  trunk 
line  to  interfere  with  those  which 
exist,  their  property  stands  on  a  firm 
basis,  and  they  have  an  almost  sure 
prospect  of  steady  increase. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  compare 
these  results  with  those  arising 
from  a  system  of  Government  con- 
cession in  France — the  only  Euro- 
pean  country  which,  both  by  extent 
of  surface  and  of  industrial  activity, 
can  bear  any  comparison  with  Eng- 
land. There  certain  main  lines  were 
laid  down  partly  constructed  by  the 
Government,  and  then  conceded  for 
a  term  of  years  to  private  companies 
to  finish  and  work.  These  conces- 
sions were  supposed  to  be  of  great 
value,  and  the  shares  in  the  com- 
panies generally  rose  to  a  high 
premium,  while  large  dividends 
were  paid.  But  it  soon  became 
apparent  that  the  original  scheme 
of  railways  was  quite  insufficient 
for   the    country;    the    companies 
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objected  to  new  schemes  which 
might  be  competitive,  and  the 
Oovemment^  havinor  granted  them 
a  monopoly,  was  forced  to  sapport 
them,  and  a  scheme  of  branch  hnes 
was  imposed  on  the  companies 
m  retom  for  farther  Gbvemment 
concessions,  althongh  their  divi- 
dends  were  far  in  excess  of  the 
price  at  which  money  conld  be 
raised  by  independent  undertak- 
ings. The  Government  was  obliged 
to  guarantee  the  bonds  issued  by 
the  companies  for  the  construction 
of  their  branch  lines,  and  an  annual 
subsidy  of  nearly  i,ooo,oooZ.  was  at 
one  time  paid  to  the  railways  to 
meet  these  bonds,  although  their 
own  Shares  were  at  a  large  pre- 
mium. In  addition  the  temptation 
of  raising  money  by  extending  the 
time  of  the  concession  was  too 
strong  for  some  Finance  Ministers 
in  difficulties.  In  the  end  the 
French  nation  has  for  many  years 
been  paying  in  the  shape  of  a 
dividend  for  a  eervice  which  is 
utterly  insufficient  a  sum  which 
would  have  provided  a  much 
more  complete  service  of  railways ; 
and  although  the  property  reverts 
to  the  State,  it  only  does  so  at  a 
date  far  too  remote  to  interest  the 
present  or  even  the  next  generation. 
The  loss  incurred  from  an  insuffi- 
cient railway  service,  and  the  con- 
sequent cramping  of  trade  during 
60  many  years,  is  far  in  excess  of 
any  prospective  gain  from  the  rever- 
sion of  the  railway  propei*ty. 

The  question  before  the  public 
does  not,  however,  concern  the 
actual  construction  of  railways, 
which  in  this  country  at  least  are 
mainly  completed,  so  much  as  the 
working  of  the  existing  system  for 
the  ^ture ;  and  it  turns  mainlv  on 
a  question  which  is  distinctly  i*aised, 
thoughnot  exhausted,  in  Captain  Ty- 
ler's report — whether  the  manage- 
ment  of  these  vast  undertakings  by 
separate  boards  of  directors,  bound 
hy  the  strongest  motives  to  act  for 
the  benefit  of  their  shareholders, 


is  more  advantageous  to  the  nation 
than  the  control  of  a  Government 
department  having  the  whole  rail- 
way system  under  its  charge,  and 
acting  solely  for  the  public  good. 

The  question  so  put  gives  a  cer- 
tain advantage  to  the  opponents  of 
the  present  management.  In  so 
vast  a  system,  which  has  constantly 
to  meet  new  demands  and  to  devise 
new  means,  there  must  frequently 
be  defects  and  mistakes,  and  these 
are  easily  seen  and  criticised,  while 
enthusiastic  persons  may  suppose 
that  an  untried  Government  de- 
partment would  not  be  liable  to 
such  shortcomings.  Those  who 
know  how  Government  affairs  are 
managed  in  those  departments 
which  have  anything  to  administer 
will  probably  be  differently  im- 
pressed. Besides,  the  objects  of 
the  two  systems  of  management 
would  be  substantially  the  same. 
It  is  the  clear  interest  of  the  com- 
panics  to  get  all  the  traffic  they  can 
by  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
public,  and  that  is  what  any  de-  ', 
partment  acting  for  the  pubHc  in- 
terest would  have  to  aim  at.  It 
might  be  carried  out  by  one  system 
more  successfully  than  by  the  other, 
but  there  is  no  public  interest 
different  from  that  which  the  com- 
panies have  to  consult. 

In  its  general  results  the  English 
railway  system  has  nothing  to  fear 
from  comparison  with  any  system  on 
the  Continent.  The  passenger  trains 
are  more  numerous  and  faster  than 
those  on  any  foreign  railway, 
where,  if  there  be  on  any  line  trains 
approaching  the  English  expresses 
in  speed,  they  are  so  few  in  num- 
ber as  to  give  little  accommodation 
to  the  travelling  public.  The  prac- 
tice of  filling  the  carriages  as  rar  as 
possible  prevails  almost  universally 
on  the  Continent,  and  is  extremely 
disagreeable  in  long  journeys.  There 
are  constant  changes  of  carriage  at 
the  junctions  of  branch  lines,  and 
great  loss  of  time  both  in  arriving 
at  and  leaving  the  stations  from  the 
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practice  of  registering  luggage  and 
shntting  passengers  up  in  waiting- 
rooms  ;  and  even  -wiiere  the  fares 
are  lower  for  single  journeys,  the 
less  liberal  use  of  return  and  ex- 
cursion tickets,  and  the  habit  of 
charging  rigorously  for  baggage, 
greatly  neutralise  this  advantage. 
Besides,  the  express  trains  on  the 
Continent,  by  which  alone  long 
journeys  can  be  accomplished  in  a 
reasonable  time,  are  almost  entirely 
confined  to  first-class  passengers, 
whereas  here  they  universally 
carry  second,  and,  with  a  few  ex* 
ceptions,  third-class  traffic.  The 
service  of  the  goods  trains  is  still 
worse  in  comparison,  and  the  delays  . 
on  the  best  foreign  lines  in  the 
delivery  of  goods  are  a  serious 
drawback  to  commerce. 

On  the  main  lines,  although  no 
sleeping  carriages  have  been  pro- 
vided, as  though  many  models  have 
been  tried,  none  has  ever  been  made 
which  would  give  the  comparative 
privacy  required  \sfj  English  travel- 
lers and  be  available  for  night  and 
day  services,  the  night  trains  are 
seldom  socrowded^at  the  travellers 
cannot  lie  down  in  comfort,  and 
through  carriages  are  provided  for 
almost  all  the  principal  points*  to 
which  the  train  rune.  Again,  in  the 
goods  service  traders'  goods  are  for- 
warded  between  all  the  principal 
towns  in  England  on  the  day  on 
which  they  are  received.  The  speed 
and  regularity  of  this  service  is  of 
incalculable  advantage  to  trade ; 
but  this  involves  the  constant  run- 
ning of  half-empty  carriages  and 
halSloaded  trucks,  and  entails  great 
expense.  It  is  not  done  at  all  on 
the  Continent  and 'would  not  be  done 
here  if  the  railways  had  no  compe- 
tition to  fear. 

In  convenience  to  l^e  travelling 
public  and  in  service  to  the  trade  of 
the  country,  there  is  no  system  which 
has  produced  so  favoumble  results 
as  the  English  system,  whatever  it 
mav  have  done  for  its  shareholders ; 
and  this  result  has  been  produced 


mainly,  if  not  entirely,  by  the  stimu- 
lus which  competition  has  given  to 
each  line  to  do  aU  it  can  to  attract 
the  patronage  of  the  public.  Im- 
provements in  the  constructicm  of 
rolling  stock,  both  as  to  speed  and 
comfort,  are  constantly  tried,  and 
adopted  if  they  prove  soccessfol; 
and  the  best  mechanical  talent  j  is 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  com- 
panies, in  order  that  each  may  be 
able  to  keep  abreast  of  its  rivals  in 
these  matters.  The  expense  involved 
in  these  changes  and  improvements 
is  very  large,  and  would  hardly  be 
incurred  except  under  the  stimulus 
of  this  motive. 

There  is  a  very  prevalent  notion 
on  the  subject  of  competition  which 
it  may  be  as  well  to  meet.  It  is 
very  commonly  assumed  that  com- 
petition only  acts  directly,  as  when 
two  lines  are  made  to  the  same  town ; 
and  it  is  said  with  much  truth  that 
in  such  cases  the  rival  compiyiies 
soon  come  to  an  understanding,  and 
by  a  division  of  the  traflfic  at  that 
place  the  competition  ceases,  and 
that  in  consequence  as  railway 
systems  increase  and  understand 
each  other,  competition  no  longer 
operates  as  an  incentive  to  the  com- 
panies or  as  a  protection  to  the 
public.  This,  indeed,  is  one  of 
the  principal  arguments  employed 
i^ainst  the  present  system  of  rail- 
way management,  which,  it  is  urged, 
has  ceased  to  give  the  public  the 
advantage  of  competition,  while  it 
does  not  act  in  the  interest  of  the 
public,  as  a  Government  department 
would  do.  But  this  is  a  very  imper- 
fect view  of  the^effect  of  competition. 
It  is  true  that  when  rival  companies 
serve  a  particular  place  they  gene- 
rally agree  as  to  their  rates  diere, 
perhaps  after  a  short  contest  in 
which,  by  an  excessive  reduction  of 
Vates,  they  give  an  unnatural  stimu- 
lus to  trade ;  but  they  never  cease^to 
compete  in  the  accommodation  tiiey 
give  to  the  trade  of  the  place.  What- 
ever may  be  their  agreements,  each 
does  its  best  by  better  aocommoda- 
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tion  to  secure  for  itself  the  largest 
portion  of  the  trade,  and  as  long  as 
independent  companies  exist  the 
pnblic  get  the  advantc^  of  this 
rivalry. 

Bat  there  is  a  competition  in  a 
wider  sense,  which  acts  over  the 
whole  of  the  railway  system,  and 
really  governs  the  greater  part  of 
their  arrangements  ;  it  is  the  com- 
pletion not  of  different  railways 
in  one  particular  place,  but  of 
different  railways  which  convey 
from  different  places  a  similar  class 
of  merchandise.  There  are  several 
railway  systems  which  have  each 
the  monopoly  of  a  particular  dis- 
trict)  but  they  have  not  the  absolute 
control  of  the  trade  carried  on  iui 
that  district,  and  in  order  to  keep  \ 
that  trade  they  must  regulate  their  j 
njies  and  accommodation  so  as  to  | 
allow  the  district  they  serve  to 
compete  with  others  in  which  the 
same  industry  exists,  but  which  are 
served  by  other  companies.  It  is 
this  principleof  indirect  competition 
which,  more  than  anything  else, 
checks  the  abuse  of  the  monopoly 
which  may  be  enjoyed  by  particular 
companies,  andforces  each  of  them  to 
work  not  only  for  its  own  advantage, 
bat  for  the  promotion  generally  of 
the  trade  of  the  country.  As  this 
is  a  principle  of  the  very  greatest 
importance,  it  mav  be  as  well  to  give 
some  instances  of  its  operation. 

TbeNorth-EastemBiailway,one  of 
the  most  powerful  and  richest  of  our 
railway  corporations,  has  a  monopoly 
of  the  traffic  of  the  great  mineral  dis- 
tricts of  Northumberland,  Durham, 
and  the  north  of  Yorkshire,  but  it 
most  regulate  the  rates  it  can 
duurge  for  the  conveyance  of  these 
minerals  to  the  principal  markets 
according  to  the  rates  ruling  in 
Deriiyshire  or  in  Wales,  or  in  any 
other  part  of  the  country  in  which 
mineral  traffic  exists,  and  which  are 
ont  of  its  system.  In  another  very 
difiinrent  district,  and  on  a  sinaller 
wale,  but  as  an  illustration  of  the 
ttme  principle,  the  Highland  Bail- 


way  has  an  absolute  monopoly  of 
the  large  country  through  which  it 
passes.  No  direct  competition  can 
interfere  with  the  rates  it  may 
charge  for  the  principal  articles  of 
produce ;  but,  for  example,  it  must 
nevertheless  convey  fish  from 
Sunderland  at  rates  which  will 
enable  it  to  be  sold  in  London  in 
competition  with  fish  brought  from 
the  south  coast  or  from  Yarmouth; 
and  the  north  country  cattle,  which 
figure  so  advantageously  at  agri- 
cultural shows,  must  be  brought  to 
London  at  a  cost  not  materially 
exceeding  that  charged  for  the 
conveyance  of  beasts  from  the  home 
counties.  In  fact,  every  section  of 
the  railway  system,  however  ab- 
solute apparently  in  its  own  district, 
must  govern  its  rate  and  its  accom- 
modation with  reference  to  what 
is  done  in  other  parts  of  the  country 
by  other  companies.  There  is  a 
necessity  for  each  company  to  do 
what  it  can  to  develope  the  traffic 
in  its  own  district,  and  at  the  same 
time  there  is  a  natural  rivalry  be- 
tween them ;  and  where  any  traffic 
exists  it  is  not  likely  to  be  neglected, 
unless  it  would  entail  an  absolute 
loss.  This  is  a  most  powerful 
restriction  on  what  is  called  the 
monopoly  of  the  large  companies, 
and  a  stimulus  to  the  encouragement 
of  trade ;  but  were  the  whole  rail- 
way system  merged  into  one,  it 
would  in  a  great  measure  cease  to 
exist.  It  would  not  be  worth  the 
while  of  an  administration  possess- 
ing all  the  lines  to  carry  traffic  for 
long  distances  at  a  very  reduced 
rate  in  competition  with  that  for 
which  it  would  get  a  better  rate. 
The  rates  which  can  be  charged  on 
traffic  are  a  subject  of  great  com- 
plexity. They  cannot  be  reduced  to 
any  general  system,  depending  as 
they  do  on  the  condition  of  trade  in 
each  locality — the  value  of  the 
material — the  quantity  available, 
and  a  number  of  other  circum- 
stances. For  instance,  a  simple  mile- 
age system  would  destroy  a  great 
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part  of  the  trade  of  the  country,  by 
confining  the  centres  of  consump- 
tion  to  certain  particalar  sources  of 
supply,  to  the  exclusion  of  those 
which  are  more  distant ;  and  it  is 
not  in  itself  a  fair  basis  of  calcula- 
tion, as  the  expense  of  carrying 
goods  over  long  distances  is  pro- 
portionally much  less  than  over 
short  ones.  The  result  of  the 
present  system  has  been  to  open  to 
every  centre  of  consumption,  all 
available  sources  of  supply,  and  to 
destroy  as  far  as  possible  the  mo- 
nopoly which  was  formerly  possessed 
by  particular  places  in  any  one 
article. 

This  has  more,  perhaps,  than  any- 
thing else  given  a  stimulus  to  the 
trade  of  the  country  by  developing 
the  resources  even  of  the  most  re- 
mote districts. 

For  the  purpose  of  administering 
this  branch  of  their  business,  the 
companies  employ  a  large  number 
of  officers  carefully  selected  and  well 
paid,  who  are  required  to  make 
themselves  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  wants  of  their  respective 
districts,  and  who  exercise  neces- 
sarily a  large  discretion.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  boards  of  the 
directors  is  also  of  great  service  in 
this  respect.  The  boards  consist 
generally  of  gentlemen  who  have 
large  interests  in  the  localities 
served  by  the  line,  and  who,  what- 
ever share  they  may  take  in  the 
management  of  the  railway,  are 
pretty  sure  to  hear  any  complaints, 
and  to  know  what  is  required  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  those  places. 
Their  intimate  experience  and 
strong  individual  interest  are  a 
better  safeguard  against  any  in- 
justice being  done  by  the  companies 
than  any  abstract  desire  for  the 
public  good  which  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  felt  by  officers  of  the 
Government. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  these 
arrangements  should  satisfy  every- 
body. There  is  probably  no  place 
in  the  CQuntry  in  which  the  traders 


would  not  wish  to  be  placed  in  a 
better  position  than  they  are  as  re- 
gards their  rivals  in  other  places, 
but  in  general  the  strong  interests 
of  the  railway  companies  to  obtain 
all  the  business  they  can,  and  the 
intimate  local  knowledge  possessed 
by  the  managers  and  directors, 
seem  to  give  as  good  a  security  as 
can  be  obtained  that  the  general 
interests  of  the  trade  of  the  countiy 
are  nob  neglected  under  the  pre- 
sent system. 

One  charge,  however,  is  brought 
against  railway  management  and 
repeated  so  constantly  that  it  may 
have  some  impression  on  the  public 
mind  ;  it  is  that  the  companies, 
in  their  desire  to  earn  dividends, 
neglect  to  take  all  the  precautions 
which  might  be  taken  for  the  pubUe 
safety.  This  is  a  very  senoos 
charge.  The  directors  of  railway 
companies  are  at  least  equal  to 
average  English  gentlemen,  and 
they  are  served  by  managers 
of  acknowledged  ability,  and 
who  occupy  a  considerable  posi- 
iion,  and  it  is  insinuated  that 
these  men  deliberately  expose  their 
passengers  to  horrible  suffering  and 
death  to  save  money,  which  is  after 
all  not  their  own,  but  their  share- 
holders*; and  they  are  supposed 
to  do  this  although  it  is  well  known 
that  the  cost  of  accidents  in  com- 
pensation and  destruction  of  pro- 
perty is  greater  than  any  expense 
which  they  might  lay  out  in  means 
of  precaution.  Merely  to  state  this 
charge  is  to  answer  it,  and  no  one 
who  is  conversant  with  the  working 
of  railway  boards  would  entertain 
it  for  an  instant.  But  it  is  not 
difficult  to  see  how  such  an  impres- 
sion may  have  arisen. 

The  working  of  a  large  railway 
system  is  extremely  complicated; 
it  involves  the  maintenance  of  a 
great  deal  of  delicate  machinery, 
constructed  often  of  very  treache- 
rous ibaterials,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  large  numbers  of  mes« 
often  far  removed  from  any  pentral 
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control,  the  neglect  of  jji j  one  of 
whom  may  produce  a  catastrophe. 
To  maintam  a  service  as  rapid  and 
constant  as  that  of  the  great  lines 
does  nndoubtedl  J  tax  to  the  utmost 
the  power  of  their  machinery  and 
the  attention  of  the  men  employed ; 
and  it  is  ofben  a  subject  of  wonder 
to  those  who  understand  the  mat- 
ter best  that  there  are  so  few  failures 
among  the  thousands  of  trains 
which  run  daily.  But  the  public 
does  not  know  these  things,  and  its 
attention  is  only  roused  by  the  ac- 
count of  those  terrible  disasters 
which  do  unfortunately  sometimes 
occur. 

The  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  who  probably  understand 
the  matter  better  than  anyone  who 
is  not  engaged  in  railway  manage- 
ment, have  also  their  attention 
directed  almost  exclusively  to  the 
instances  of  failure — ^not  to  those 
of  successful  working.  They  look 
after  the  one  sheep  which  is  lost, 
not  the  ninety-nine  which  remain 
safe ;  and  their  reports,  written  as 
^'S^  often  are  in  a  somewhat  dog- 
matic style,  deal  with  the  occasional 
ftiilures — not  with  the  general  suc- 
cess of  railway  management. 

Whenever  a  serious  accident 
rouses  public  attention,  companies 
are  deluged  with  suggestions  as 
to  how  it  might  have  been 
averted,  and  are  accused  of  indiffer- 
ence or  worse  because  they  do  not 
at  once  adopt  some  plan  which 
would  probably  interfere  with  the 
necessities  of  traffic  and  create 
much  greater  danger  than  it  is  sup- 
posed to  avert.  It  is  constantly 
alleged  by  the  Board  of  Trade  In- 
spectors amongst  others  that  cer- 
tain methods  of  working,  such  as 
the  Block  system,  would  prevent 
accidents,  and  whenever  any  calam- 
ity occurs  the  companies  are  re- 
proached for  not  having  adopted 
that  system.  No  doubt  it  would 
prevent  accidents  if  the  men  em- 
ployed carried  it  out  exactly;  so 
would  any  other  rational  system; 


but  the  companies  have  to  work  by 
human  agency,  which  is  fallible, 
whatever  system  it  may  have  to 
work ;  and  very  often  they  are 
condemned  for  blunders  which  are 
not  those  of  their  system  but  of 
their  instruments.  In  an  admi- 
nistration involving  such  compli- 
cated arrangements  it  is  impossible 
to  adopt  any  suggestion  which 
might  perhaps  provide  for  one  par- 
ticular danger  without  carefully 
trying  how  it  may  affect  other 
parts  of  the  working.  Nothing  is 
easier  than  to  criticise  in  such 
things — to  assume  that  a  given 
improvement  should  be  adopted, 
particularly  if  the  critic  leaves  out 
o^  sight  any  possibility  of  mistake 
in  those  who  have  to  carry  out  the 
improved  plan — ^but  it  is  extremely 
unjust  to  those  who  administer  the 
present  system,  and  who  have  to 
consider  the  question  not  on  one 
side,  but  on  several,  and  to  see  how 
those  new  proposals  would  work  in 
the  complexity  of  their  operations 
and  under  the  control  of  agents  no 
more  infallible  than  those  they 
already  employ. 

It  is  also  said  that  they  are  slow 
in  adopting  novelties,  and  even  if 
adopted  it  takes  a  long  time  to 
introduce  them  generally  on  an 
extensive  system.  There  are  about 
800  patents  for  brakes  alone,  eacb 
of  which,  according  to  its  inventor, 
would  stop  a  train  in  an  incredibly 
short  time  and  without  a  check* 
Vast  numbers  have  been  tried,  but 
not  one  has  proved  quite  satisfac- 
tory in  practice,  or  without  some 
countervailing  drawback.  K,  how- 
ever, the  companies  have  sometimes- 
been  unduly  slow  in  the  adoption 
of  improvements,  and  in  providing 
for  the  safety  of  those  entrusted  to- 
them,  is  there  any  security  that 
under  Government  management 
things  would  be  better  done  ? 

The  only  Goveriiment  depart- 
ment which  could  compare  with 
the  railway  system  in  the  extent 
of  its  operation,  and  the  degree  in 
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which  it  is  dependent  on  mechani- 
cal appliances,  is  the  Admiralty. 
Now,  is  the  Admiralty  free  from 
reproach  in  these  matters  ? 

They  went  on  building  sailing 
ships  long  after  the  French  had 
adopted  screws,  and  then  converted 
them  at  immense  expense.  They 
built  wooden  liners  long  after  the 
French  had  taken  to  ironclads, 
which  they  afterwards  adopted  to 
the  exclusion  of  everything  else. 
They  only  took  to  turret  ships  after 
the  Americans  had  employed  them 
extensively  ;  and  then,  through  the 
jealousies  and  disorganisation  of 
the  Office,  they  brought  about  a 
catastrophe  compared  to  which 
the  worst  railway  accident  has 
been  trifling ;  so  that  it  can  hardly 
be  said  that  Government  depart 
ments  are  always  ready  to  carry 
out  the  newest  improvements.  But 
on  more  general  grounds  there  is 
a  very  great  difficulty  in  the  work- 
ing of  Government  administration 
in  this  country,  which  seems  to 
be  the  necessary  result  of  its  con- 
stitution, and  which  would  be 
more  felt  in  railway  administration 
than  in  any  other.  The  head  of 
a  department  of  such  enormous 
magnitude,  and  so  closely  touching 
the  great  interests  of  the  country, 
must  necessarily  be  a  Cabinet 
Minister  directly  responsible  to 
Parliament,  and  it  is  impossible, 
with  the  frequent  changes  in  our 
Government,  that  such  a  minister 
r  could  have  any  real  knowledge  of 
I  the  business  he  presides  over.  To 
/  be  an  efficient  chairman  of  one  of 
our  large  railway  companies  re^ 
quires  the  training  of  years,  with  a 
close  attention  to  its  concerns,  and 
it  is  useless  to  expect  this  from  a 
minister.  The  real  management 
would  then  naturally  fall  to  the 
permanent  staff,  and  all  those  deli- 
cate questions  of  revision  of  rates 
and  facilities  for  traffic,  on  which 
the  trade  of  this  country  really  de- 
pends, would  be  left  to  €he  decision 
of   gentlemen  without    individual 


interest  in  the  subject  and  wilhont 
any  real  responsibility.  Not  tiiat 
the  department  wotild  be  exempt 
from  criticism,  far  from  it.  All  the 
pressure  of  political  interest  and 
public  outcry  wotild  be  brought  to 
bear  on  the  head  of  the  department 
whenever  any  locality  thought  it- 
self aggrieved  or  any  trade  wished 
an  advantage,  and  he  might  be  too 
ready  to  yield  to  such  pressure; 
but  the  shortcomings  of  his  office, 
if  they  existed,  would  be  covered 
by  the  exigencies  of  {)olitios  and 
the  responsibility  for  accident,  or 
maladministration  on  a  railway 
line  would  become  as  much  a  mat- 
ter  of  party  debate  as  the  sea- 
worthiness of  the  Megcera  or  the 
stability  of  the  Captain, 

This  feeems  to  be  a  grave  diflSculty 
in  the  administration  of  any  compli- 
cated Concern  by  a  Government  so 
constituted.  The  chief  has  seldom 
time  or  experience  to  be  really 
master  of  his  office,  and,  even  if  he 
has,  his  administration  stands  or 
falls  not  on  its  own  merits,  bnt 
according  to  the  Parliamentaiy  po- 
sition of  his  party.  His  immediate 
subordinates  have  no  direct  re- 
sponsibility, either  to  Pariiament  or 
to  public  opinion ;  so  that  the  office 
is  apt  to  drift  into  a  formal  discharge 
of  its  duties,  and  what  is  called  a 
system  of  red  tape,  which  would  be 
quite  unfitted  to  deal  adequately 
with  the  constant  exigencies  of 
railway  service,  as  it  is  understood 
in  England.  This  service  must  be 
carried  out  with  more  latitude  of 
discretion  on  thei  part  of  the  subor- 
dinate officers,  more  practical  & 
miliarity  with  commercial  interests 
and  local  affairs,  and  more  inde- 
pendence of  extraneous  considera- 
tions than  is  usually  to  be  found  in 
Oovernment  officers. 

The  control  exercised  by  the 
Treasury  on  every  expenditure  of 
public  money  would  alone  prevent 
a  proper  management  of  such  mat- 
ters ;  if  every  small  outlay  required 
in  some  remote  district  is  to  bo 
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referred  to  London,  and  directed 
not  by  those  who  control  the 
machinery,  but  by  gentlemen  who 
know  nothing  of  the  requirements 
and  of  the  circnmstances  under 
which  it  has  arisen,  the  delay  thus 
caused  would  eflTectually  prevent 
the  administration  from  dealing  ef- 
ficiently with  such  questions  as  arise 
daily  in  railway  management. 

The  one  example  of  Government 
administration  which  is  quoted  as 
a  precedent  for  the  purchase  of  the 
railways  is  the  Post  Office.  Now, 
the  Post  Office  is  a  peculiar  institu- 
tion. Began  as  a  monopoly,  for 
the  purpose,  principally,  of  carrying 
Government  despatches,  it  has  de- 
veloped, in  a  long  series  of  years, 
into  its  present  shape ;  whether  it 
would  have  done  better  had  it  been 
thrown  open  to  competition  was 
never  tried,  and  any  attempts  by 
ind^)endent  persons  to  carry  letters 
were  promptly  suppressed.  The 
result  has  been  a  well-organised 
service  in  its  own  department, 
although  it  is  not  exempt  from 
criticism,,  and  in  remote  districts  and 
cross  lines  it  is  both  parsimonious 
and  defective.  The  telegraph  system 
was  a  very  natural  adjunct  to  it.  The 
existing  officers  and  letter  carriers 
gave  an  obvious  advantage  to  the 
Post  Office  in  the  distribution  of  tele- 
grams over  any  other  institution, 
and,  after  great  confusion  at  first, 
it  has  got  this  system  into  work- 
ing order.  The  rates  charged  in 
London  are  higher  than  under  the 
old  companies,  and  they  are  the  same 
to  some  of  the  principal  towns.  The 
great  advantage  secured  by  the 
purchase  of  the  telegraphs  has  been 
the  facility  for  sending  messages  to 
remote  places,  and  as  the  claims 
arising  under  the  act  are  still  to 
some  extent  unsettled,  it  is  difficult 
to  say  whether  the  Government  has 
heen  a  gainer  by  the  transaction. 

But  what  makes  this  case  entirely 
different  from  that  of  the  railways 
is  l^at  the  Post  Office  administers 
▼ery  little  on  its  own  account.     It 


employs  the  post-masters  and  dis- 
tributes letters  in  the  large  towns. 
This  service  is  almost  entirely  office 
work :  it  deals  only  with  one  busi- 
ness— the  transmission  of  letters 
and  small  parcels — but  beyond  that 
it  does  nothing  for  itself.  The 
whole  service  of  the  mails  by  sea 
and  land  is  done  by  independent 
contractors,  and  the  accelerations 
and  increase  of  facilities  which  have 
taken  place  of  late  years  are  due 
not  to  the  Post  Office,  but  almost 
entirely  to  the  railway  com- 
panies. The  Post  Office  deserves  the 
credit  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
facilities  given  by  the  increase  of 
the  railway  system,  but  all  the  ar- 
rangements on  which  these  facilities 
depend — the  working  of  the  trains 
and  the  conveyance  and.  dropping  of 
the  bags — are  done  by  the  companies. 
Such  an  administraidonlias  no  ana- 
logy with  the  extent  and  intricacy 
of  railway  management.  At  one 
time  the  Government  did  carry  the 
letters  on  its  own  account,  when 
the  service  of  mail  packets  was 
performed  by  the  Admiralty ;  but 
this  was  found  so  wasteful  that  the 
system  was  given  up,  and  the  mails 
are  conveyed  by  sea  as  well  as  by 
land  through  the  agency  of  private 
enterprise.  It  is  not  probable  that 
the  government  would  be  more 
successful  in  running  mail  trains 
for  itself  than  it  was  with  the  mail 
packets. 

Should  it,  however,  be  considered 
desirable,  as  a  matter  of  adminis- 
tration, to  make  this  change,  it  may 
be  worth  considering  on  what  con- 
ditions the  transfer  could  be  effected. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  de- 
tailed figures  on  the  subject,  as  the 
basis  of  decision  is  conjectural. 
The  matter  would  probably  be  set- 
tled in  individual  cases  by  arbitra- 
tion. But  it  might  be  worth  en- 
quiring on  what  basis  an  arbitra- 
tion might  be  made. 

The  capital  of  railways  con- 
sists of  debentures  and  preference 
shares,  which  amount  in  the  aggre- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


420 


Ought  Oovemment  to  Buy  the  Railway 8  ? 


[April 


sate  to  £322,000,000,  and  which 
have  a  fixed  dividend,  and  of  or- 
dinary  shares  amounting  to  about 
£280,000,000,  the  dividend  on 
which  is  fluctuating.  Of  the  first 
class  the  largest  proportion  is  per- 
fectly secured,  and  the  Grovemment 
would  be  expected  to  give  the 
holders  securities  amounting  in 
annual  value  to  what  they  receive 
now.  No  doubt  the  capitalised 
value  of  such  securities  would  be 
greater  than  what  the  shareholders 
now  possess,  but  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  diminish  their  income,  and 
that  advantage  would  be  a  fair  pre- 
mium on  a  compulsory  sale.  There 
would  of  course  be  an  exception  in 
the  case  of  terminable  debentures, 
which  would  be  renewed  as  they 
fall  due  by  Government  at  the 
current  price  of  the  funds,  but  these 
form  a  small  proportion  of  the 
whole.  The  ordinary  stock  is  much 
more  difficult  to  deal  with,  depend- 
ing as  it  does  on  the  circumstances 
of  each  company ;  but  in  general  the 
shareholder  would  be  entitled  not 
only  to  the  present  value  of  his  stock, 
or  rather  to  the  revenue  he  now 
receives,  but  to  an  allowance  for 
future  profits,  which  in  most  eases 
would  be  very  large.  During  the 
last  few  years  the  increase  of  value 
of  railway  stocks,  including  the 
dividends  received,  has  been  very 
great.  Money  placed  in  North- 
Western  shares  five  years  ago 
would  have  earned  since  above 
1 3  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  Great 
Western  would  have  given  a  still 
larger  return,  and  the  great  majority 
of  the  companies  would  show  similar 
results.  There  is  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  this  increase  will  not  con- 
tinue. In  fact,  the  railway  system 
was  never  in  so  healthy  a  state  as  it 
is  now,  and  in  the  event  of  com- 
pulsory purchase  this  prospective 
increase  would  have  to  be  capi- 
talised and  added  to  the  stock 
which  might  represent  the  exist- 
ing dividends.  The  railway  com- 
panies have  done  an  immense  ser- 


vice to  this  country.  They  have 
contributed  to  the  public  wealth  far 
more  than  any  other  cause  of  in- 
crease. At  the  same  time  they 
gave  for  many  years  very  small 
returns.  When,  as  at  present,  they 
are  entering  into  what  is  apparently 
a  period  of  prosperity,  it  would  be 
unfair  if  the  Government  were  to 
seize  them  without  ample  provision 
not  only  for  their  present  value, 
but  for  that  which  they  may  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  acquire. 
And  not  only  have  they  a  reason- 
able claim,  but  they  are  strong 
enough  to  secure  it.  In  a  case  in 
which  all  their  shareholders  are 
interested  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  would  obtain  liberal  terms. 

An  arrangement  on  some  such 
condition  would  be  so  advantageons 
that  it  is  not  surprising  that  many 
persons  interested  in  the  railways 
should  be  in  favour  of  the  opera- 
tion, but  the  creation  of  such  an 
immense  mass  of  Government  secu- 
rities would  seriously  affect  their 
saleable  value.  And  as  a  large  por- 
tion, representing  the  interest  of 
many  holders  of  ordinary  shares, 
would  certainly  not  be  left  in  the 
funds,  but  drawn  out  for  other  more 
promising  speculations,  a  heavy  fall 
in  Government  securities  must  be 
expected. 

Besides,  the  annuities  required 
to  meet  the  existing  dividends,  to- 
gether with  the  interest  of  the 
capitalised  sum  which  might  repre- 
sent their  probable  increase,  would, 
for  the  moment,  exceed  the  returns 
of  the  railways,  and  involve  a  burden 
on  present  tax-payers  which  might 
possibly  be  met  by  a  future  deve- 
lopment of  railway  traffic,  but  not 
for  some  years,  and  the  revenue 
would  in  all  times  rest  on  the  fluc- 
tuating basis  of  the  railway  returns. 
This,  however,  would  not  be  the 
only  financial  difficulty  in  the  ope- 
ration. 

There  are  several  steamboats  and 
canal  companies,  besides  other  means 
of  conveyance,  which  carry  on  a  pro- 
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fitable  trade  in  competition  with 
flome  railway  companies,  and  some- 
times in  alliance  with  others.  The 
nnion  of  all  the  railway  companies 
in  one  administration,  holding  all 
the  accesses  from  the  interior  of  the 
coQQtry  to  the  sea  or  to  their  dep6ts, 
would  most  serionsly  injure  their 
position,  and  it  womd  be  difficult 
to  resist  the  claim  which  they  might 
make  for  compensation  if  the  State 
assumes  the  position  of  a  trader  in 
competition  with  tiiem. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  combination 
of  the  railway  system  under  one 
liand  would  produce  some  economy 
in  management ;  there  would  be  a 
saving  in  Parliamentary  and  law  ex- 
penses, in  BO  &r  as  they  are  caused  by 
competition  among  the  companies, 
and  the  nnmber  of  general  managers 
might  be  somewhat  reduced,  as  the 
time  of  these  gentiemen,  which  is 
now  taken  np  with  contests  between 
themselves,  would  be  available  for 
watching  and  increasing  traffic ;  but 
railway  officials  are  generally  fully 
occupied,  and  no  great  reduction 
<^uld  be  made  under  that  head. 
There  would  also  be  a  considerable 
economy  in  the  interchange  of  plant 
and  to  some  extent  in  taking  off  com- 
peting trains  on  short  lines.  The 
I  trains  on  long  lines  serve  so  many 
I  places  besides  those  at  which  they 
compete,  that  no  great  reduction 
could  be  made  in  them  vdthout 
detriment  to  the  public.  There 
might  also  be  some  economy  by  re- 
ducing the  number  of  locomotive 
establishments,  although  a  large 
nnmber  would  always  be  required 
in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
There  would  also  be  a  saving  in  the 
remuneration  of  directors  and  higher 
officials,  by  reducing  the  latter  to 
the  scale  of  Grovemment  officers, 
and  giving  them  greater  perma- 


nency in  their  positions ;  but  no  r^ 
duction  could  be  made  in  the  mass 
of  servants  and  artisans,  and  the 
total  of  these  economies  would  be 
a  drop  in  the  great  ocean  of  rail- 
wi^  expenditure. 

In  conclusion,  and  although  these 
remarks  are  meant  rather  to  excite 
discussion  than  as  an  absolute 
statement  of  opinion  on  the  points 
mentioned,  it  may  be  maintained 
that  the  proposed  purchase  of  the 
railways  by  the  State  would  intro- 
duce a  new  and  hitherto  untried 
element  into  the  politics  and 
finance  of  this  country,  which  would 
require,  before  it  is  adopted,  a  far 
deeper  discussion  than  it  has  yet 
received.  It  appears  also  that 
the  old  English  principle  of  leaving 
commercial  affidrs  to  private  enter- 
prise has  given  to  the  public  a  very 
complete  system  of  railways,  and 
one  which  nas  in  itself  the  motive 
and  the  means  for  future  develop- 
ment when  required — that  the  man- 
agement of  these  concerns  is  so 
framed  as  to  give  in  it  a  voice  to 
all  large  interests,  and  to  provide 
for  the  accommodation  of  traffic, 
wherever  it  is  to  be  found — and 
that  this  is  the  greatest  interest 
which  the  public  has  in  railway 
management. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Executive  in  this  country 
is  not  such  as  to  secure  the  freedom 
of  action  and  the  personal  know- 
ledge which  are  essential  for  the  con- 
trol of  a  system  so  various,  and  so 
intimately  affecting  all  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  country ;  and  in 
addition  to  these  objections  the 
change  would  entail  a  considerable 
present  sacrifice  on  the  taxpayers, 
and  introduce  a  fluctuating  element 
of  very  great  magnitude  into  the 
finances  of  the  nation. 

B. 
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EPISODES  m  THE  LIFE   OP  A  MUSICIAN. 
Bt  M.  Betham-Edwabds. 


CHAPTER  L 
THE   FIRST  EPISODE   BEGINS. 

T WENT Y-FIVB  years  ago  there 
was  no  merrier  oompaDj  in 
the  world  than  the  little  knot  of 
musicians  gathered  round  the  well- 
beloved  Ogliostro,  court  pianist  and 
musical  director  to  the  smallest 
potentate  in  Germany.  He  was  a 
planet  of  the  first  magnitude,  and 
his  satellites  were  snu^  moons  by 
comparison ;  yet  as  the  moons  were 
all  of  a  size,  and  the  planet  enor* 
mous,  no  one  seemed  out  of  his 
proper  place.  There  was  every- 
thing* to  make  life  pleasant — abun- 
dance of  music,  agreeable  women, 
ease  and  variety.  AJl  were  contented 
with  poverty  from  the  sovereign 
downwards,  and  as  luxuries,  so 
called,  were  not  to  be  had,  super- 
fluous means  would  only  have  been 
an  encumbrance.  Very  hkely  things 
have  changed  by  this  time,  and 
that  bloom  of  virginal  simplicity 
has  been  swept  from  the  face  of  the 
little  capital  for  ever;  but  twenty- 
five  years  ago  the  era  of  innovation 
had  not  set  in.  Then  the  world 
lived  as  it  liked  without  getting 
into  debt.  Take  our  musician  for 
example.  His  salary  was  exactly  a 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  when 
he  condescended  to  receive  money 
from  his  pupils,  he  accepted  a 
Prussian  thaler  for  a  lesson,  and  no 
more.  He  gave  choice  little  ban- 
quets, recollected  his  friends*  birth- 
days, and  never  forgot  the  children's 
Christmas-trees.^  He  was  always 
purchasing  new  music  and  new 
musical  instruments.  He  smoked 
cigars  from  morning  till  night.  And, 
over  and  above  these  current  ex- 
penses, he  found  means  of  helping 
many  a  deserving  pupil  to  London  or 
Paris.  This  is  what  a  geneix>usly  dis- 
posed— nay,  a  rather  extravagant — 


person  could  do  upon  an  inoome  of 
not  much  more  than  a  hundred  a 
year  in  this  small  Grerman  State  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago. 

This  story  opens  in  the  height  of 
the  musical  season — thsii  is  to  say, 
in  the  spring-^when  life  was  pre- 
eminently gay  and  busy  in  the  little 
capitaL  An  event  was  sure  to 
happen  at  such  times ;  either  a  new 
opera  was  brought  out  under  the 
Maestro's  auspices — ^for  thus  our  be- 
loved Ogliostro  was  called — or  some 
prima  donna  just  alighted  like  a 
bird  to  sing  away  all  hearts,  then 
fly  ofl*,  or  the  latest  production  of 
the  musician  himself  enticed  cele- 
brated eritics  and  connoisseurs  to 
visit  us.  Each  season  seemed  more 
attractive  than  the  last,  which  was 
most  likely  to  be  accounted  for  in 
the  fact  that  it  was  the  fashion  to 
be  pleased. 

The  Maestro  was  now  thirty  years 
old.  He  looked  much  older,  as  it 
behoved  him  to  do,  firstly,  because 
the  two  young  Princesses,  daughters 
of  the  reigning  house,  were  his 
pupils;  an(^  secondly,  because  he 
had  a  sprinkling  of  sentimental 
young  Poppenheimers  among  his 
ordinary  pupils,  in  whom  he  found 
it  necessary  to  inspire  reverence 
as  well  as  aflection.  So,  though  a 
vain  man,  circumstances  obliged 
him  to  disfigure  himself  by  wearmg 
his  hair  long,  a  coat  of  eccentric 
pattern,  and  spectacles.  In  spite  of 
these  devices  he  was  universally 
acknowledged  to  be  bewitching. 
And  he  was  a  little  wild.  Hitherto 
his  escapades  had  beon  of  a  harmless 
nature,  but  when  a  man  is  bewitch- 
ing as  well  as  wild,  what  may  or 
may  not  be  expected  of  him? 

So  thought  the  Grand  Duke,  who 
being  a  man  of  rigid  morality,  as 
well  as  an  ardent  lover  of  art,  was 
at  times  almost  distracted  by  anxiety 
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concemmg  his  ^Yonrite.  He  prided 
himself  upon  his  Court  being  theseat 
of  the  domestic  virtues ;  and  haying 
a  Dnchess  as  rigid  as  homself,  and  a 
young  fisunilj  of  Princes  and  Prin- 
cesses growing  up,  he  kept  a  vigi- 
lant eje  upon  the  Bohemia  outside 
the  palace  doors.  Now  the  ruling 
spirit  of  this  Bohemia  was  the 
Maestro,  as  the  Grand  Duke  knew 
well  enough,  and  if  he  once  broke 
loose  from  the  social  bonds  that  had 
hitherto  restrained  him,  there  was 
no  saying  how  far  Bohemia  might 
encroach  upon  other  territory. 

Again,  there  was  a  mystery  about 
ihe  man  which  troubled  his  royal 
master ;  he  had  sprung  from  the 
earth  like  the  ancient  Greeks,  for  all 
anyone  knew  to  the  contrary;  he 
owned  that  his  name  had  b^n  as- 
somed  because  of  a  certain  musical 
Bonnd  he  found  in  it,  but  what  he 
was  really  called,  whence  he  came, 
and  to  what  nationality  he  belonged, 
he  had  never  said.  Jn  spite,  there- 
fore, of  his  personal  &8cinations  and 
his  extraordinary  -gifts,  the  Grand 
Dnke  felt  a  little  amdd  of  him. 

Having  in  vain  tried  various  expe- 
dients to  tame  this  perplexing  crea- 
ture, he  at  last  hit  upon  one  which 
he  flattered  himself  was  sure  to  suc- 
ceed. So  one  day,  when  the  two 
young  Princesses,  Irma  the  Melan- 
choly and  Feodora  the  Mischievous, 
as  they  were  femiliarly  called  by  the 
byal  Poppenheimers,  had  finished 
Uieir  music-lessons — Irma  in  tears 
at  her  master's  rendering  of  a  cer- 
t«Bn  piece  of  Schubert,  Feodora  fall- 
ing behind  their  attendant  governess 
to  make  her  scream  by  putting  a  pet 
kitten  on  her  neck— Ogliostro  was 
summoned  to  his  Sovereign's  pre- 
sence. 

*My  good  Herr  Direktor  (this 
was  the  way  in  which  the  Court 
always  addreSssed  him),  I  have  some- 
thing very  important  to  say  to  you, 
and  I  trust  that  it  will  not  prove  of 
a  painful  nature.'  As  if  anything  a 
friendly  Grand  Duke  might  say 
could  possibly  prove  of  adisagreeable 


nature !  The  Maestro  merely  bowed 
and  smiled. 

The  Prince  went  on : — 

*  When  a  man  gets  to  be  your 
age,  my  good  Herr  Direktor,  and  es- 
pecially when  he  attaches  himself  to 
a  Court  like  my  own,  which,  with- 
out self-exaltatiouj  I  may  siyle  the 
throne  of  purity  and  the  domestic 
affections,  it  is  his  wisest  course — 
indeed,  it  is  his  clear  duty — ^to 
marry. 

The  musician  had  long  expected 
something  of  i^is  sort,  and  met  the 
Duke's  scrutinising  look  with  the 
same  assenting  bow  and  smile  as 
before. 

*  Marriage,*  pursued  the  Prince, 
^  if  it  can  be  said  to  do  nothing  else, 
makes  a  man  a  respectable  member 
of  society.  It  may  make  him  the 
happiest  of  men— or  the  reverse — 
but  at  least  it  achieves  the  end  of 
making  him  respectable.  I  believe 
the  Herr  Direktor  cannot  deny  the 
truth  of  this  assertion  ?  ' 

Again  a  bow  and  a  smile  were 
Ogliostro's  only  answer. 

*  And  in  choosing  a  wife,'  the 
Duke  went  on,  *  a  man's  first  duty 
is  not  to  select  the  youngest  or  the 
fairest,  or  the  most  charming  wo- 
man of  his  acquaintance,  but  the 
one  who,  by  virtue  of  social  posi- 
tion, age,  and  character,  most 
effectually  makes  him  respectable, 
settles  him  in  life,  in  fact,  and — ^for- 
give me  for  the  personal  allusion— 
when  he  is  a  genius,  corrects  those 
erratic  tendencies  which  are  among 
its  most  marked,  its  most  pleasing, 
but,  alas !  its  most  dangerous  cha- 
racteristics ! ' 

The  musician  knew  what  was 
oominff  next,  but  did  not  betray 
his  feelings,  and  the  Duke  went  on 
briskly — 

'Among  the  ladies  who  have  the 
honour  of  the  Grand  Duchess's  ac- 
quaintance there  is  none  more  dis- 
tinguished for  solidity  of  mind  and 
those  charms  of  character  which 
are  not  the  less  valuable  because 
they  do  not  lie  on  the  sur&ce,  than 
Q  Q  2 
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theFrauleinKambell-SoBneiiBobem. 
Pesoended  on  her  moiher's  side 
from  a  ffood  Scotch  family,  pos* 
sessed  of  an  ample  fortnne,  accus- 
tomed to  the  best  society  from  her 
in£uicy,  it  is  an  alliance,  my  good 
Herr  Direktor,  which  wonld  do  any 
man  credit.  The  lady  is  certainly 
some  years  yonr  senior,  bnt  what 
an  advantace  to  a  child  of  fancy, 
like  yourself^  to  be  allied  to  a  wo- 
man of  experience  and  a  practical 
torn  of  mind!  whereas  a  yonng  and 
Tisionary  wife  wonld  nndonbtedly 
be  yonr  ruin.' 

This  was  a  sly  allnsion  to  a  lady 
whose  name  will  transpire  later. 
The  Prince  added  with  a  benignant 
smile :  *  In  token  of  my  approval 
of  this  match,  I  shall  have  great 
satisfaction  in  bestowing  npon  yon 
the  title  of  Von,  also  of  adding  to 
yonr  salary  a  hundred  Prussian 
thalers  a  year,  and  of  presenting 
to  yon  for  yonr  lifetime  the  little 
villa  which  you  now  do  me  the 
honour  to  inhabit.* 

The  Gband  Duke  was  always  as 
^nerous  to  artists  as  his  moderate 
mcome  would  allow,  but  in  this 
case  he  felt  that  he  had  even 
stretched  a  point,  and  looked  for 
suitable  acknowledgment.  The 
musician's  thanks  were,  however, 
luke-warm,  and  given  in  a  thin 
voice. 

*  There  is  no  necessity  to  make  a 
prompt  decision,'  he  added,  kindly 
patting  the  crest-fallen  Ogliostro  on 
the  shoulder.  *  We  will  talk  over 
the  matter  again  when  next  you 
give  the  young  Princesses  their 
music-lesson.' 

Thus  the  interview  ended,  and 
the  Maestro  at  least  flattered 
himself  that  he  had  preserved  a 
strict  neutrality.  But  he  felt 
wretched.  His  sovereign  was  not 
indeed  a  Louis  Quatorze  who  could 
send  him  to  a  Bastille  for  disobeying 
his  wishes,  and  if  he  positively  re- 
fused to  marry  this  odious  woman — 
for  in  such  a  light  Ogliostro  re- 
garded the  lady — there  would  be  an 


end  of  the  matter.  But  to  oontn- 
diet  a  person  of  exalted  rank  is  al- 
ways unpleasant,  especially  when 
he  has  been  almost  fi^therly  in  his 
benevolence  and  protection,  as  was 
the  case  with  Ogliostro's  Grand 
Duke.  And  to  he  subjected  to 
the  same  sort  of  interference  again, 
was  equally  disagreeable  to  contem- 
plate. 

Two  alternatives  seemed  open  to 
him ;  either  to  please  the  (3rand 
Duke  and  make  himself  misoable 
ever  after  by  marrying  the  Fraulein, 
or  to  choose  a  wife  according  to  his 
own  fancy  and  bear  the  conse- 
quences. But  the  only  wife  he 
wished  for  was  some  thousands  of 
miles  awav  just  then,  and,  truth  to 
say,  though  very  much  in  love,  he 
would  have  preferred  to  wait  a  Ht- 
tle  longer  before  becoming,  as  the 
Duke  expressed  it,  a  respectable 
member  of  society. 

Two  or  three  days  passed  in  a 
state  of  miserable  indecision,  and 
when  at  last  the  time  came  round 
for  his  appearance  at  the  Palace,  he 
felt  &rther  from  making  a  resolve 
than  before.  In  despair  he  shnt 
himself  up  in  his  room,  and  sent  a 
messenger  to  the  Princesses'  gover- 
ness to  say  that  he  was  lU  and 
could  not  give  their  Boyal  Blgh- 
nesses  their  music-lessons  as  usual 
All  kinds  of  cordial  enquiries  came 
from  the  Palace,  with  presents  of 
flowers,  fruit,  and  dainties  from 
the  Ducal  table  to  tempt  the  inva- 
lid*s  appetite.  Such  self-imposed 
seclusion  was  by  no  means  un- 
pleasant, for  the  Maestro's  days 
were  always  too  short  for  his  friends 
and  his  fancies ;  and  it  was  as  new 
as  it  was  delicious  to  him  to  have 
the  entire  twenty-four  hours  to 
himself.  He  composed  from  morn- 
ing till  night,  ate,  drank  his 
Khine-wine  and  smoked  his  cigars, 
and  when  everyone  else  had  gone 
to  bed  stole  out  for  a  long  moon- 
light walk  in  the  park.  When  his 
so-called  indisposition  had  lasted 
several  days,  there  appeared  in  the 
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Httle  morning  paper  which  chroni- 
cled all  the  events  of  Poppenheim 
the  following  notice : — 

*  The  Countess  Serono,  with  her 
servantSy  arrived  at  the  Bnrg  Hotel 
last  evening  from  Cracow.' 

The  Maestro  nttered  a  cry  of  de- 
lighted surprise,  played  three  or 
four  triumphant  roulades  on  the 
piano,  then  sat  down  to  his  wri- 
ting table  with  flushed  cheeks  and 
sparkling  eyes. 

The  Countess  was  a  beautiful 
young  Viennese  lady,  a  widow, 
whose  musical  gifts  and  personal 
&8einations  had  created  quite  an 
excitement  at  Poppenheim  a  year 
ago.  She  was  the  only  person,  he 
avowed,  who  could  learn  nothing 
from  him.  From  becoming  excel- 
lent comrades,  they  became  lovers, 
at  least  in  the  eves  of  the  world, 
bat  the  lady  had  taken  flight  just 
as  matters  seemed  coming  to  a  cli- 
max, which  looked  very  much  as  if 
she  did  not  approve  of  it.  She  had 
retamed ;  and  comments  would  na- 
turally be  made  upon  the  fact 
without  loss  of  time. 

What  Ogliostro  wrote  were 
two  announcements  for  the  little 
Tagesblatt  before-mentioned.  Thus 
ran  the  first  notice : 

*  The  Herr  Direktor  Ogliostro  has 
recovered  from  his  indisposition,  and 
will  receive  his  friends  at  a  matiiUe 
muticdle  to-morrow  morning.' 

Thus  ran  the  second  notice : 

'Rumours  are  afloat  that  a  mar- 
nage  is  arranged  between  the  Herr 
Direktor  Oeliostro  and  the  Fraulein 
von  KambeU-Sonnenschein,  and  that 
the  betrothal  will,  ere  long,  be  for- 
laally  announced.' 

*The  news  will  be  read  by  all 
Poppenheim  to-morrow,'  he  said  to 
himself  with  a  gesture  of  exultation, 
'and  when  the  Countess  comes  to 
my  matinee  I  shall  know  at  the 
fint  glance  whether  she  wishes  to 
nuttry  me  or  no.  If  not,  I  may  as 
wen  please  the  Grand  Duke  as  go  to 
destniction  in  any  other  way.' 

He  straightway  dressed  himself 


with  the  greatest  care,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  leave  a  card  for  the 
Countess  at  the  Burg  Hotel,  not 
looking  at  all  as  if  he  were  bent  upon 
going  to  destruction,  but  very  elate, 
very  much  in  love,  and  very  hand- 
some, as  behoved  a  young  man  and 
a  genius. 

CHAPTER  n. 

PUNOFORTB    LOVE-MAKING. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that 
Ogliostro's  musical  parties  were  per- 
fect. Though  publicly  announced, 
no  one  presumed  to  go  without  an 
invitation,  firstly,  because  the  music- 
room  was  small ;  secondly,  because 
it  was  well  known  that  the  Maestro 
loved  to  arrange  his  guests  choicely 
as  he  did  his  bouquets,  assorting 
colours  and  perfumes  as  best  pleased 
his  fancy.  Beyond  abundance  of 
flowers  from  the  Palace  Qarden, 
which  had  almost  come  to  be  re- 
garded by  the  musician  as  a  per- 
quisite, and  coffee,  there  was  no 
kind  of  preparation.  About  eleven 
o'clock — ^for  in  Poppenheim  things 
were  called  by  their  proper  namest 
and  a  morning  concert  ended  punc- 
tually at  one  o'clock  post  meridiem 
— the  musicians  entered.  A  specta- 
tor's first  impulse  was  tomb  his  eyes 
and  ask  hiniself  if  there  were  not 
four  Ogliostros  in  the  flesh  instead  of 
one  only — ^if  the  musician  performed 
oaartets  by  the  mysterious  help  of 
three  doubles ;  so  curiously  alike  at 
first  sight  seemed  pianist,  first 
violinist,  second  violinist,  and  vio- 
loncellist. But  on  further  inspec- 
tion this  fancied  resemblance  be- 
tween the  Maestro  and  his  friends 
almost  vanished.  It  was  a  mere 
matter  of  imitation.  All  three  men 
had  suffered  their  hair  to  ^row  long, 
wore  spectacles,  dressed  uiemselves 
exactly  like  their  adored  master, 
and,  with  a  mimetic  skill  that  did 
them  credit,  had  caught  certain 
modulations  of  his  voice  and  laugh, 
and  even  something  of  his  smile 
and  glance;  so  that  when  he  was 
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awaj  his  ima^  was  vividlj  recalled 
bj  these  admiring  friends. 

In  the  wake  of  the  musicians  fol* 
lowed  two  or  three  girls  in  white 
frocks  and  colonred  sashes,  with 
music-books  under  their  arms. 
These  were  the  Maestro's  pupils,  of 
whom  it  is  only  necessary  to  par- 
ticularise one,  Helena  Blum,  a  wild- 
looking  creature  with  black  eyes, 
tawny  skin,  and  raven  locks  hang- 
iiig  down  her  back.  Helena  could 
play  anything,  and  she  was  to  be 
introduced  to  the  public  of  London 
or  Paris  under  her  master's  auspices 
some  day,  when  the  necessary  money 
could  be  raised  for  the  journey. 

After  the  pupils  came  the  Coun-» 
tess,  one  of  those  small  vivacious 
beauties  to  be  seen  in  Vienna,  and 
hardly  anywhere  else.  Dressed  in 
colours  as  brilliant  as  the  plumage  of 
a  bird,  according  to  thefa^on  of  her 
countrywomen,  she  made  a  striking 
contrast  to  the  other  ladies.  Not 
even  the  Duchess,  who  was  a  kiug's 
daughter,  wore  a  costume  half  so 
gay  and  costly  as  she ;  and  as  to  the 
two  young  Princesses,  they  hap- 
pened, on  this  occasion,  to  look  par- 
ticularly dowdy  in  their  shabby 
silks  and  faded  feathers. 

After  the  ordinary  salutations, 
the  music  began,  and  the  Maestro, 
in  his  ardour  to  do  justice  to  a 
quartette  of  the  great  Spohr,  all  but 
forgot  the  existence  of  even  the 
Countess.  The  masterpiece  was 
performed  in  a  masterly  manner ; 
and  when  a  trio  had  been  given  and 
one  or  two  solos  on  the  violin,  he 
sat  down  to  improvise. . 

Now  a  pianoforte  improvisation 
may  be,  and  often  is,  the  most  com- 
monplace performance  one  can 
listen  to,  because  almost  every  to- 
lerable musician  can  improvise,  and 
thereby  make  a  certain  show  of  ori- 
ginaliiy-  without  being  in  the  least 
degree  original  But  Ogliostro's 
improvisations  were  much  more  like 
himself^  and  had  much  more  of  him- 
self in  them,  than  his  teaching,  his 
conversation,  pr,  indeed,  many  of  his 


compositions.  He  often  compoeed 
carelessly,  talked  at  random,  and 
gave  lessons  whilst  his  mind  was 
occupied  with  other  things.  He  was 
always  at  his  best  when  he  impro- 
vised, which  happened  but  seldom. 
Before  he  sat  down  to  the  piano 
he  looked  at  the  Countess,  who  was 
standing  close  by,  and  said  in  a  low 
voice — 

*  To-day  I  am  going  to  play  to 
you.' 

He  began  by  giving  full  vent  to 
the  mixed  passions  that  had  been 
secretly  raging  within  his  heart 
during  the  last  few  days ;  firsts  he 
thundered  out  his  indignation  at 
the  conventionalities  propounded 
to  him  by  his  patron,  the  Doke, 
denouncing  worldliness,  respect- 
ability, so  called,  and  other  names 
that  impose  upon  the  multitude^  and 
vehemently  protesting  on  behalf  of 
the  true,  the  beautiful,  the  ideal; 
then  he  melted  all  hearts  by  ft 
thrilling  declaration  of  love;  finally, 
he  wound  up  with  the  despairing, 
almost  maniacal  outpourings  of 
a  soul  that  has  sought  refoge 
from  a  contemptible  world  and 
a  contemptuous  mistress  in  the  soli- 
tude of  nature.  This  was  the  story 
he  told,  as  plainly  as  music  could 
tell  it. 

He  rose  from  the  piano,  heedless 
of  the  low-murmured  applause  of 
his  listeners,  and,  looking  at  the 
Countess  narrowly,  said  that  it  was 
now  her  turn  to  play. 

*  I  will  answer  you,'  she  whis- 
pered, and  he  saw  that  there  were 
tears  on  her  dark  eyelashes.  She 
bent  her  head  over  the  notes  and 
played  an  exquisite  little  im- 
promptu, that  was  only  so  far  origi- 
nal as  a  good  translation  is  original 
She  had  heard  the  melody  she 
knew  not  when  or  where,  and* 
changed  to  the  minor  koy,  it  seemed 
to  express  exactly  what  ^e  wanted 
to  say.  And  what  did  she  mmt 
to  say?  Ogliostro  sat  by  with 
quickened  pulse  and  heart  beating 
wildly.    No  note  was  lost  upon  his 
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eager  ear,  no  delicate  gradations 
opon  his  impatient  soul.  As  he 
listened,  not  only  with  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  mnsician  bnt  wiiji  the 
snspense  of  the  lover,  he  gradnally 
read  in  that  pathetic  melody  what 
weA  at  the  same  time  a  sentence 
and  a  benediction.  She  loved  him, 
bnt  for  some  reason,  which  she 
conld  not  or  might  not  make  clear, 
mnst  reject  him  as  a  lover. 
I  All  this  she  said,  if  not  with  the 
!  fire  of  the  Maestro,  at  least  with  as 
mnch  sincerity  and  with  pitying 
womanly  tenderness.  The  little 
poem  went  straight  to  every  heart, 
though  only  one  had  read  its  mean- 
ing aright. 

The  party  now  broke  np,  and  in 
the  bustle  of  the  Dncal  departure 
the  Countess  slipped  away  unob- 
served. Ogliostro  generally  dined 
with  some  of  his  musical  friends  at 
a  tavern  after  his  morning  parties, 
bnt  to-day  he  dismissed  them  some- 
what curtly,  shut  the  door  upon  his 
last  guest  with  a  slam,  desired  his 
servant  to  admit  no  visitors,  then, 
throwing  himself  upon  a  sofa, 
closed  his  eyes  in  a  fit  of  melan- 
choly abstraction. 

When  the  sweet  spring  afternoon 
was  drawing  to  a  close  and  the 
servant,  hearing  him  move  about, 
ventured  to  bring  in  his  master's 
dinner,  Ogliostro  roused  himself, 
and,  having  eaten  a  little  bread  and 
sonp,  sat  down  and  wrote  a  sub- 
missive letter  to  the  Grand  Duke, 
declaring  himself  ready  to  comply 
with  his  wishes.  ^I  may  as  well 
make  the  most  of  the  last  days  of 
Hberty  that  remain  to  me,'  he 
mused ;  '  why  not  take  some  of  the 
young  people '  (he  always  spoke  of 
Ins  pupilfl  in  tiiat  paternal  way) 
'into  tne  ferest  and  have  a  moon- 
light supper?  There  is  Kttle 
Helena,  for  example,  who  never 
gets  a  treat ;  and  Annchen  and 
Lotto.' 

With  the  Maestro  a  pleasant 
^an^  said  was  as  good  as  done; 
and  m  less  than  an  hour,  a  basket 


of  provisions  was  packed,  the  gneste 
were  assembled,  and  the  carriage 
stood  at  the  door.     The  oldest  and 
most  important  g^est  was  a  KapdL- 
meister     from     Wiirtemberg,     an 
agreeable  but  stout  and  rather  un- 
wieldy person,  and  he  was  placed 
in  the  middle  of  the  front  seat  witk 
a   slender   young    lady,  Annchen 
Baer,    on   one   side,   and   on   the 
other  a  still  more  slender  young 
lady,  Lottchen,  her  sister;  both  of 
them  fair-haired,  rosy-cheeked  girls, 
with  that  air  of  homely  sweetness 
for  which  the  beauties  of  Qermany* 
are  notable ;  on  the  box  was  placed 
another  of  the  Maestro's  pupils,  by; 
name    Edouard    Merk,   a    sallow- 
complexioned,  feverish-eyed  youth, 
who  looked  as  if  his  soul,   in  its 
vehemence,  were  wearing  out  his 
body.     The    Maestro  himself  Bat> 
beside  Helena,  his  favourite  pupil* 
of  all,  and  in  the  highest  spirits, 
they  drove  away.    These  little  ban- 
quets were  always  as  choice  and 
charming  as  could  be ;  sometimes^ 
there  was  a  dash  of  Bohemian  fla*. 
vour  about  them,  but  of  a  hearty, 
harmless    kind;    and    what   wine 
tastes  so  fragrant,  what  meata  so 
delicious,  as  those  we  feast  on  in 
our  youth  with  a  few  bocai  com- 
panions ?    We  may  grow  rich  and. 
worldly-minded  in  after  years ;  but 
the  pompous  feasts  to  which  we 
then  sit  down  do  not  taste  half  ao 
good  as  the  cheap  entertainments, 
of  bygone  days. 

How  sweet  the  breath  of  the 
young  spring  as  they  drive  along ! 
After  two  hours'  ride  amid  bright 
green  fields  and  thriving  little  vil- 
lages, they  reach  the  mystenona 
borderland  between  fact  and  fiction, 
prose  and  poetry ;  in  oi^er  words, 
they  are  on  the  borders  of  the 
Thuringian  Forest.  Already  it  is 
growing  dusk,  and  one  or  two  stars 
glimmer  in  the  pale  .  green  sky. 
The  air  is  fragrant  with  ,  wild 
flowers,  and  the  nightingales  are 
singinff. 

^  Delicious  ! '  cried  the  Maestro 
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as  ihej  approached  a  little  opening 
in  the  wood.  *Here  is  ^e  very 
spot  we  want.  Let  us  alight  and 
feast  round  a  fire  of  pine  logs  like 
gipsies.' 

Everyone  acquiesced,  for  the  even- 
ing was  warm  and  hahny.  Hither 
and  thither  they  ran  in  search  of 
chips  like  children  ont  for  a  holiday, 
beguiling  the  task  with  playful  talk, 
laughter  and  snatches  of  song. 
When  the  fire  was  made,  great  mer- 
riment prevailed  over  the  construc- 
tion of  a  rude  tent,  by  means  of 
carriage  rugs  and  a  tall  pine  stem ; 
having  spread  another  on  the 
ground  and  laid  out  their  little 
^ast,  they  sat  down.  *I  never 
imitate  vagrants'  life,'  began  the 
Maestro,  *  without  longing  to  adopt 
it  altogether.  How  litue  do  we 
obtain  in  exchange  for  what  we 
give  up  by  living  according  to  the 
rules  of  civilisation !  There  is  not 
a  day  of  my  life  upon  which  I  do 
not  commit  a  dozen  follies  or  puerile 
insincerities  because  I  have  chosen 
to  put  my  neck  into  the  yoke  of 
social  bondage.  I  hate  myself  for 
doin^  it,  but  I  do  it.' 

*  And  as  for  me,'  said  Helena, 
whilst  she  prepared  the  salad, 
*my  mother  scolds  me  night  and 
morning  because  I  do  not  behave 
meekly  like  other  girls.  Why 
should  I  pretend  to  be  meek,  when 
I  am  by  nature  wild  and  head- 
strong P  * 

*  Why,  indeed  ? '  cried  the 
Maestro.  'You  and  I,  my  poor 
Helena,  were  bom  to  roam  the 
world  like  a  pair  of  gipsy  minstrels, 
and  not  to  play  the  fine  lady  and 
gentleman.  What  a  life  that  would 
be  !  When  we  were  hungry,  we 
should  have  nothing  to  do  but  sing 
a  ballad  before  some  rich  man's 
door.  Out  would  come  the  pretty 
mamma  with  the  children  hanging 
to  her  skirts,  eyes  and  mouth  wide 
open  at  sight  of  us.  You  would 
hold  up  your  apron  for  the  piece  of 
silver,  curtsey,  and  off  we  go  again, 
thrumming  the  guitar — * 


Just  then  the  notes  of  a  guitar 
were  heard  in  the  distance,  and  all 
started  up  and  clapped  their  hands, 
thinking  that  Ogliostrohad prepared 
a  surprise  for  them  in  the  way  of 
a  gipsy  concert.  He  was  a  man 
given  to  surprises.  But  his  astonish- 
ment was  as  unfeigned  as  their  own 
when  two  gipsies,  a  man  bearing  a 
guitar,  and  a  woman,  approached. 
Springing  from  his  seat,  he  bade 
the  new  comers  eat  and  drink  with 
them,  adding  that  the  company 
would  be  very  glad  of  some  music 
afterwards. 

*  This  is  the  best  piece  of  good 
luck  that  could  have  happened 
to  us,'  he  said  as  he  sat  down  again; 
*  our  guests'  hearts  will  be  warmed 
by  our  wine,  and  they  will  sing  and 
play  for  pure  enjoyment.  We  are 
all  musicians,  you  must  know,'  he 
continued,  addressing  himself  to  the 
pair,  'and  we  gain  our  bread  by 
music  as  you  do.  So  let  us  all 
feast  togetiber  like  brothers,  and 
amuse  each  other  afterwards.' 

Annchen  and  her  sister  turned 
red  with  dismay,  but  Helena  whis- 
pered to  them  that  no  harm  could 
come  of  it ;  and,  after  a  little  hesiiar 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  intruders, 
the  supper  was  resumed.  Bread,, 
meat,  cheese,  fruit,  cakes,  and  wine 
disappeared  rapidly  amid  lively  con- 
versation ;  then  the  music  began. 

There  was  nothing  remarkable 
about  the  wandering  minstrels,  who 
were,  indeed,  just  such  a  pair  of 
gipsies  as  a  traveller  in  Grermanymay 
encounter  at  fairs  and  wakes  at  any 
time,  but  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  had  come  made  them 
doubly  interesting.  The  blaze  of  the 
pine  logs  lit  up  their  dark  &ces  with 
almost  a  supernatural  glow,  and  lent 
to  their  bits  of  blue  and  scarlet  dra- 
pery a  picturesque  and  even  gorgeous 
effect.  The  woman,  moreover,  was 
young  and  handsome,  and  with  her 
companion  entered  into  the  spirit 
of  the  occasion.  It  was  quite 
evident  that  the  two  sang  and  played 
then  more  because  they  loved  it  than 
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becanse  they  looked  for  practical 
results  in  the  shape  of  silver  pieces 
at  the  end  of  their  performance. 
To  crown  the  evening's  entertain- 
ment, Ogliostro  himself  took  the 
guitar  and  played  a  dan9e-compel- 
ling  waltz  of  his  own  composition. 
The  gipsy  led  off  with  Helena,  his 
companion  with  Edonard,  Annchen 
and  Lottchen  danced  with  the 
Kapellmeister  by  turns.  Never  was 
music  danced  to  with  snch  wild 
exuberance  of  spirit  as  Ogliostro's 
impromptu  waltz  in  that  moonlit 
glade.  When  indeed  the  little  party 
broke  np  it  was  long  past  midnight, 
and  host  and  guests  drove  home  in 
that  exquisite  hour  of  twittering 
birds  and  cool  grey  sky  that  heralds 
the  full- voiced  rosy  dawn. 

CHAPTER  in. 

THB   BEOINNmG   OF  THS    SECOND 
EPISODE. 

Fob  a  few  days  all  went  smoothly. 
The  musician  had  for  once  proved 
so  tractable  that  he  stood  on  a  pin- 
nacle of  Court  favour.  There  was 
nothing  he  might  not  say  or  do  just 
then:  and  being  very  much  of  a 
child,  and  of  a  spoilt  child  too,  he 
found  it  delightftil  to  be  petted  by 
the  Duke,  the  Duchess,  and  the 
young  Prmcesses.  But  when  the 
day  of  betrothal  approached — ^in  Ger- 
many an  engagement  hardly  less 
binding  than  marriage  itseJi — ^his 
courage  gave  way. 

One  morning,  therefore,  the  se- 
renity of  the  little  city  was  disturbed 
by  the  almost*  incredible  tidings  that 
QgHostro  was  gone — ^none  knew 
whitiier !  and  that  the  cause  of  his 
was  the    marriage  that  the 

ke  would  fain  have  made  be- 
tween him  and  the  elderly  Fraulein 
with  the  large  fortune.  Everyone 
had  heard  of  this  betrothal,  but  none 
believed  that  it  would  ever  1»ke  place. 

Still  such  a  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culty was  wholly  unforeseen,  and 
afforded  a  delightful  scandal  for  the 
ladies  over  their  tea  and  the  gen- 


tlemen over  their  cigars.  Ogliostro 
gone  in  the  height  of  the  musical 
season  !  and  gone  because  the  Duke^ 
having  taken  flight  at  his  wild 
ways,  had  uived  him  to  marry  one 
woman,  he  being  all  the  time  in  love 
with  another !  Could  it  be  true  P 
The  more  meddlesome  and  inquisi- 
tive took  it  upon  themselves  to  apply 
for  intelligence  at  the  Maestro's- 
little  vilbi,  but  could  learn  nothing 
beyond  the  fact  that  he  was  not 
there. 

The  Duke  was  made  aware  of  hia 
prot^ff6*s  defalcation  by  a  short,, 
impatient,  but  glowing  letter  from 
the  culprit  himself. 

Having  stated  what  steps  he  had 
taken  to  prevent  any  break  in  the 
musical  programme  of  the  season^ 
and  apologised  profusely  for  his 
nnnsual  conduct,  he  wound  up 
with  ilie  following  rather  high-flown 
sentiments  :— 

'  I  am  sure  your  Serene  Highnesa 
will  appreciate  these  irrepressible 
yearning  after  the  remote  and  ilie 
unfamiliar  which  drive  me  from  a 
life  I  have  long  felt  unsuited  to 
an  artist — ^these  inward  struggles 
between  the  lower  and  the  h^her 
instincts  of  genius,  the  first  urging 
me  to  accept  the  material  advan- 
tages of  this  life  at  the  sacrifice  of 
my  individualiiy  ;  the  last  calling 
npon  me  solemnly  to  abjure  friends, 
fortune,  and  tranquillify,  anything 
and  everything  that  stand  in  the 
way  of  my  freedom  and  self-de- 
velopment. Music  is  my  life,  my 
mistress,  my  love.  I  own — forgive 
me,  my  Prince — ^no  other  allegiance  ; 
and  class  me,  if  among  the  most  dis- 
obedient, at  least  among  the  most 
grateftil  of  your  subjects.' 

The  Duke's  first  impulse  was  to 
be  very  angry.  Nothing  more  in- 
opportune could  have  happened^ 
There  was  the  impending  visit  of 
his  royal  father-in-law  to  begin 
with,  who  had  expressed  himself 
extremely  anxious  to  hear  the  re- 
nowned Ogliostro  pl&yi  ai^d  who 
must  now  bear  the  mte  of  common 
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mortals  and  be  disappomted.  Theu 
there  were  the  disagreeable  remarks 
of  his  sponse,  the  Gband  Dnchess, 
to  contend  with,  that  lady  having 
set  her  face  against  any  interference 
with  the  musician's  marriage  from 
the  first,  regarding  him,  not  from  a 
social  point  of  view,  but  much  as  a 
court  jester  was  regarded  in  old 
times.  Then  there  was  the  general 
flatness  of  the  musical  season  to 
contemplate — an  unpleasant  fact 
to  a  music-loving  Sovereign  with 
but  small  business  as  Sovereign; 
and,  lastly,  the  disadvantage  to 
the  young  Princesses  of  losing  the 
very  best  pianoforte  teacher  in 
Germany.  But  his  second  impulse 
was  to  laugh,  and  he  laughed  so 
long  and  heartily,  that  when  he  had 
done  he  found  himself  in  a  good 
temper  again. 

*  The  foolish  fellow !'  he  mused. 
^  What  a  career  he  has  thrown 
away,  for  the  sake  of  the  remote 
and  the  unfamiliar !  He  will  be 
reduced  to  beggary  if  some  one  does 
not  look  after  him.  I  wish  he  had 
left  his  address,  so  that  I  could  send 
him  his  pension  all  the  same.  Well, 
he  is  sure  to  turn  up  when  he  wants 
me!' 

But  weeks  and  months  elapsed, 
and  Ogliostro  did  not  turn  up.  The 
summer  passed  at  Poppenheim  as 
usual.  For  a  time  all  was  gaiety. 
The  King  came  and  went.  The 
Countess  played  away  a  good  many 
hearts  and  went  also.  Tlu«e  times  a 
week  rich  and  poor,  the  gtesA  folks 
and  the  small  folks,  flocked  to  the 
little  theatre  by  daylight  to  see  a 
play  or  hear  an  opera ;  and  when  at 
last  the  doors  were  closed,  every- 
one made  a  holiday  in  the  country. 
The  Maestro  had  been  missed  and 
lamented,  but  the  world  got  on 
without  him,  as  it  gets  on  without 
the  best  of  us. 
Where  was  he  P 

He  had  left  no  address,  and  he 
had  written  no  one  a  word  since  he 
went  away.  Once  Helena  received 
an    anonymous  present  of  murac, 


which  she  felt  sure  must  have  come 
from  him,  and  the  Countess  eveiy 
now  and  then  found  a  box  of 
flowers  among  her  letters,  having 
the  unmistakable  fragrance  of  the 
Maestro's  .  bouquets  about  them. 
But  that  was  all.  Helena  went  to 
her  daily  work  with  a  kind  of  per- 
sistent recklessness  that  betrayed  a 
mind  ill  at  ease,  whilst  the  Countess, 
though  fascinating  as  ever,  was  said 
to  look  pale  and  melancholy.  To 
these  two  women  indeed  the  Maes- 
tro's  absence  had  been  the  greatest 
loss  that  could  have  befallen  them, 
and  they  did  not  feign  indiflerenoe 
or  forgetfolness. 

And  all  the  time  he  was  living 
an  existence  that  for  years  he  had 
pictured  to  himself  as  ideal.  At 
last  he  was  free,  free  as  the  birds 
that  roam  the  heavens,  and  the 
wild  deer  that  have  the  forests  to 
themselves.  Without  a  duty, without 
a  care,  without  expectation,  and 
without  remorse,  he  enjoyed  the  day 
to  the  frdl,  alike  untroubledby  yester- 
days or  to-morrows.  If  the  remem- 
brance of  the  Countess  was  pamliil 
to  him,  it  was  also  delicious.  Who 
oould  tell  but  that  some  time  or 
other  he  should  again  make  love  to 
her  on  the  piano,  and  not  then  he 
answered  by  the  word  impossible, 
spelt  as  plainly  as  music  could  spell 
it? 

It  was  in  the  glorious  days  of 
June  that  he  went  away.  Almost 
always  afoot,  carrying  his  knap- 
sack on  his  shoulder,  after  the 
fashion  of  a  travelling  student,  he 
pursued  his  happy  journey. 

The  first  few  weeks  were  spent  in 
the  Thuringian  Forest.  Careless  of 
time,  and  only  anxious  to  elude  ob- 
servation, he  sought  out  the  remoter 
spots  ;  now  lingering  in  some  se- 
cluded valley,  now  on  some  moun- 
tain top,  wnere  the  wind  soughed 
among  the  trees.  He  always  tried  to 
end  the  day  with  music :  often  the 
little  inn  at  which  he  slept  possessed 
a  piano;  or  he  would  fraternise  with 
the  sacristan,  and  play  for  hours  on 
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the  organ  of  the  parish  chnrch.  If 
he  haf^ned  to  fall  in  with  feast  or 
fair,  wedding,  or  fimeral,  he  was  on 
the  dert  to  catch  any  new  melodj 
he  might  hear,  thna  accumulating 
fn^pnents  of  music  and  scmg  as  he 
made  his  way. 

Now  and  then  he  met  a  gipsy 
cavalcade,  and  that  intoxicated  him 
wi6h  delight.  He  would  have  a 
concert  at  any  price,  and  ofben  spent 
days  in  the  track  of  some  dark- 
Tisaged  musician  or  dancer  who  had 
bewitched  himu  No  one  took  the 
joong  musician's  advances  amiss, 
aad  in  truth  he  acted  the  vagrant 
so  well  that  he  seemed  to  be  one  of 
them. 

The  gipsies'  reckless,  rollicking 
existence  fascinated  him  as  much  as 
their  music,  for  which  he  had  a 
passion;  he  would  ask  himself  if 
indeed  there  were  any  truth  in  what 
was  said  of  him,  that  he  had 
come  of  a  gipsy  stock,  stolen  &om 
a  gipsy  tribe  by  some  wandering 
impresario  on  account  of  his  preco* 
dous  musical  gifts.  His  own  early 
history  he  did  not  know ;  even  his 
name  was  of  his  own  choosing,  and 
he  felt  no  repugnance  to  the  notion 
of  having  such  wild  kinsfolk.  Well 
might  the  Grand  Duke  have  stood 
in  terror  of  his  beloved  Herr  Direk- 
tor.  ■ 

But  whilst  Ogliostro  was  amusing 
himself  after  his  own  fashion — of 
which  the  quiet  Poppenheimers  only 
knew  years  after — Poppenheim  it- 
self was  growing  just  a  little  dull. 
When  autumn  came  round,  and  the 
theatre  opened,  everyone  in  the 
capital,  from  the  Duke  to  the  door- 
keeper, at  last  realised  how  much 
they  had  lost. 

The  Countess  came,  but  could  not 
bring  herself  to  stay.  She  talked  of 
spending  the  wintcorat  Bome,  Dres- 
den, Berlin,  and  her  friends  account- 
ed for  her  restlessness  by  the  fact 
of  Ogliostro's  absence.  One  cold 
December  day  she  called  upon 
Helena,  wrapped. to  the  delicate 
little  chin  in  fur,  threw  herself  in 


an  arm-chair  with  a  sigh  of  mock 
despair  and  said — 'My  good  girl, 
I  am  obliged  to  go  home  to-morrow, 
but  I  cannot  support  the  solitude 
of  the  country  wthout  some  one 
to  play  duets  with  me.  Will  you 
pack  up  your  clothes  and  be  ready 
to  start  for  Salzburg  in  four-and- 
twenty  hours  ?  ' 

Helena  opened  her  large  black 
eyes,  thought  for  a  moment,  and 
then  said — 

'  Mamma  will  set  her  face  against 
it.' 

The  Countess  clapped  her  hands 
delightedly.' 

*  Where  is  your  mamma  ?  '  she 
asked.  *  I  can  convince  her  in  two 
minutes  that  it  is  the  right  thing 
for  you  to  do.  I  want  music  les- 
sons, my  dear,  and  I  will  pay  a 
Prussian  thaler  for  each  you  give 
me.  You  are  the  very  person  I 
need.' 

*  What  can  I  teach  you  ?'  Helena 
said  with  dismay.  'That  is  the 
difficulty.  How  can  I  receive 
money  from  you  for  doing  nothing  P ' 

*  It  is  all  settled,  my  child,'  replied 
the  vivacious  little  lady,  who,  like 
all  pretty  women,  was  used  to 
having  her  own  way.  *  I  will  pay 
you'  twelve  thalers  a  month  for 
being  my  dame  d^atours,  and  we  will 
play  the  piano  and  violin  from 
morning  till  night.  Ah  !  what  an 
enchanting  thing  a  violin  is  !  those 
who  play  it  and  understand  it  are 
wholly  different  beings  to  the  rest 
of  the  world.* 

They  talked  of  music  and  of  mu- 
sicians till  they  were  interrupted 
by  the  entrance  of  Helena's  mother; 
a  good  woman  in  the  main,  but 
being  the  commonplace  mother  of 
uncommon  children,  she  was  rather 
apt  to  regard  them  from  a  worldly 
point  of  view.  Helena's  eldest  sister 
was  making  her  mark  as  a  vocalist  in 
Prague,  and  she  looked  upon  her 
second  daughter's  musical  talent  in 
the  light  of  so  much  money  to  be 
earned,  saved,  and  profitably  in- 
vested for  the  ccHufort  of  her  old  age. 
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However,  a  fascinating  and  richly- 
dressed  lady  in  a  poor  little  room 
on  the  axih  storey  is  an  impos- 
ing presence,  and  the  Gonntess 
gained  her  point.  The  next  day  the 
two  started  for  Salzburg,  and  Pop- 
penheim  grew  duller  than  ever. 

The  Grand  Duke,  always  an 
optimist,  rubbed  his  hands  when 
the  snow  began  to  fall,  saying  in  a 
cheerful  voice — 

*  When  winter  really  sets  in,  the 
remote  and  unfamiliar  will  become 
uncomfortable,  and  we  shall  have 
our  spoiled  child  Ogliostro  back 
again.' 

But  the  Poppenheimers  were 
hemmed  in  by  the  snow  as  by  a 
besieging  army,  and  no  Ogliostro 
came. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

IMPRISONED   BY  THE   SNOW. 

It  was  such  a  winter  night  as 
only  those  dream  of  who  live  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  forests  and  moun- 
tains. There  had  been  a  fortnight 
of  snow  storms  already,  and  the 
trees  round  the  Schloss  of  the  Gonn- 
tess were  laden  with  snow,  the 
mountains  smooth  and  glittering; 
the  valley  was  a  sheet  of  gleam- 
ing white,  the  wind  raged  unceas- 
ingly. Travelling  was  dangerous 
on  account  of  the  drifts  in  the  roads, 
and  the  Gonntess  and  her  com- 
panion, Helena,  had  spent  twelve 
days  entirely  in  each  other's  com- 
I)any. 

They  had  sped  fast  enough. 
Music  is  a  life  and  a  world  in  itself, 
and  these  two  enthusiasts  were  ab- 
sorbed in  it,  heeding  for  the  moment 
nothing  else.  Trouble,  toil,  love, 
and  even  duly,  seemed  hidden  from 
them  by  a  veil  in  the  first  days  of 
their  well-assorted  companionship. 
Helena  lost  recollection  of  the  little 
wearing  domestic  cares  which  had 
made  her  look  old  for  her  years; 
the  Gonntess  forgot  the  family  quar- 
rels and  complications  on  her  ac- 
oounty  which,  for  the  time  being, 
made  any  second  marriage,  not  to 


say  marriage  with  a  poor  musiciim, 
impossible. 

The  two  sat  by  an  enormous  wood 
fire,  in  a  confidential  mood,  eveiy 
now  and  then  pausing,  as  some  gust 
of  wind  swept  like  IJlunder  among 
the  pine  trees.  What  a  contrast 
they  made !  You  could  see  at  the 
first  glance  that  the  delicate  Htt;le 
lady,  in  ruby-coloured  velvet  and 
gold  ornaments,  had  been  accus- 
tomed from  her  cradle  to  softness 
and  luxury,  taking  even  music  and 
other  passions  with  a  certain  kind 
of  indolence;  whilst  the  hard- 
worked,  large-featured,  yet,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  more  discriminating, 
rather  handsome  Helena,  in  her 
gipsy's  costume  of  black  and  scarlet 
serge,  showed  not  only  in  her  de- 
meanour, but  in  her  looks,  that 
the  drudgery  of  life  was  &miliar 
to  her,  and  was  accepted  as  naturally 
as  spiritual  things  and  great  ex- 
hilarations. 

*  I  would  give  anything  to  know 
where  our  poor  Ogliostro  is  to- 
night,' said  the  Countess,  who  witir 
all  her  tact  had  not  yet  discovered 
whether  this  impulsive,  half-savage, 
half-infantine  creature  really  con- 
cealed a  love  for  the  Maestro  or  no. 
As  she  spoke,  she  turned  towards 
her  companion  with  a  questioning 
expression. 

Helena  gazed  in  the  fire,  and 
made  no  answer. 

*  What  a  pity  too  that  he  should 
have  been  driven  away  by  that  med- 
dlesome Duke,'  continued  the  Gonn- 
tess. '  With  all  his  gifts  he  may  fare 
badly  away  from  dear  little  Pop- 
penheim.  Some  designing  woman 
may  persuade  him  to  marry  her 
against  his  will,  for  example.' 

Still  Helena  was  silent. 

*  You  are  looked  upon  as  his  &- 
vourite  pupil,'  pursued  the  Gonn- 
tess. *  Whj  do  you  not  try  to  find 
him  out,  and  persuade  him  to  go 
back  in  ihe  spring  ?' 

She   was    stayed   from    fruiher 

banter  by  the  girl's  imploring  look. 

'  I  cannot  talk  of  him,'  she  said. 
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'  Let  VLB  play  to  each  other  instead. 
Mnfiic  is  the  easiest  speech.' 

Helena  never  improvised  or  com- 
posed, but  her  playmg  was  wholly 
original ;  not  this  or  that  famons 
reading  of  masterpieces,  but  purely 
her  own,  indebted  neither  to  critic 
nor  connoisseur.  She  played  one 
of  those  marvellously  passionate 
sonatas  of  Beethoven,  which  seem  to 
tell  ihe  story  of  a  wild  human  life, 
and  it  was  Ogliostro's  story  that  she 
wanted  to  teU.  As  she  threw  her- 
self heart  and  soul  into  the  mingled 
fierceness  and  tenderness  of  the 
music,  the  Countess,  listening,  read 
her  interpretations  aright.  Helena 
consented,  woman-like,  to  entire  self- 
abnegation^  so  long  as  her  beloved 
Maestro  should  be  happy  and  tri- 
umphant. She  divined  that  his 
triumphs  would  signify  little  to  him, 
if  he  must  suffer  the  one  defeat  that 
would  spoil  all,  and  mingled  with 
prophecies  of  his  artistic  successes 
were  intercessions  on  his  behalf. 
The  other  listened  eagerly,  only  half 
comprehending  this  voluntary  re- 
nunciation of  her  companion.  Her 
speech,  *  I  cannot  talk  of  him,'  had 
told  her  the  truth,  but  she  was  far 
as  yet  from,  realising  it. 

The  pieee  came  to  an  end,  and 
the  Countess  was  about  to  take 
Helena's  place  at  the  piano,  when 
the  sound  of  a  man's  voice  crying 
*  Bravo !  bravissimo  !'  from  with- 
out caused  both  women  to  utter  a 
little  cry  of  surprise. 

*  Ogliostro  !'  cried  the  Countess. 

'  The  Maestro !'  cried  Helena. 

And  true  enough  it  was  he. 

They  ran  into  the  hall,  and  in  an- 
other minute  Ogliostro  ascended 
the  stone  staircase  leading  from  the 
courtyard.  He  was  dressed  in  furs 
from  nead  to  foot,  and,  booted  and 
spurred,  with  pistols  at  his  side,  he 
looked  more  like  a  freebooter  than 
a  wandering  musician.  He  made  a 
dozen  apologies  for  appearing  before 
ihem  in  this  fashion;  and  having 
laid  aside  his  furs  and  weapons,  the 
three  sat  down  to  a  hastily  pre- 


pared supper,  laughing  and  talking 

gaily- 

•How  good  of  you  to  ask  no 
questions  ! '  said  the  Maestro,  look- 
ing from  one  to  the  other.  ^  I  drop 
out  of  the  clouds,  you  make  me 
welcome,  and  I  am  not  bored  by 
having  to  explain  everything.  But 
when  I  have  satisfied  my  hunger,  I 
will  tell  you  all  that  has  happened 
to  me  since  I  went  away.* 

He  drank  a  glass  of  wine  and 
began  to  eat ;  enthusiasm,  however, 
soon  got  the  better  of  hunger. 

*  Only  think,*  he  said,  *  it  is  seven 
months  since  I  lefb  Poppenheim, 
and  for  the  greater  part  of  that 
time — (tell  it  not  in  Gath,  declare 
it  not  in  Askelon) — I  have  been 
living  among  my  kinsfolk,  the  gip- 
sies.* 

'  Do  but  listen  to  him  !  *  cried  the 
Countess,  with  a  gesture  of  mock 
horror.  *  Helena,  how  dare  we  sit 
at  table  with  such  company  P  But 
continue.' 

*  Madam,'  pursued  the  musician 
gaily,  feigning  a  subservient  man- 
ner, ^  I  am  sensible  of  the  conde- 
scension shown  to  me,  but  have 
no  fear.  I  can  comport  myself  in 
the  palace  as  well  as  in  the  tent, 
not  having  lived  long  enough  with 
tho  gipsies  to  unlearn  decent  be- 
haviour. But,  oh  !*  he  added,  re- 
turning to  his  natural  tone,  *you 
do  not  know  whsit  a  ^Eiscinating  life 
it  is  !  And  what  a  life  of  music  ! 
Forgive  me  if  I  leave  the  table  to 
play  you  one  incomparable  serenade. 
I  can  no  longer  control  my  impa- 
tience.* 

He  left  his  half-finished  supper, 
nor  would  be  persuaded  to  resume 
it  till  he  had  played  half-a-dozen 
wild  melodies.  The  ladies  clapped 
their  hands  with  delight,  and  when 
the  meal  was  at  last  finished,  he 
played  a  dozen  more. 

*  Gipsy  music,'  he  said,  when  he 
left  the  piano,  and  threw  himself 
into  an  arm-chair  with  a  sigh  of 
fatigue,  *  must  be,  by  the  nature  of 
gipsy  life,  the  most  real  and  natural 
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ofalL  In  ihe  grandest  compositions 
of  our  great  masters,  the  cold  spirit 
of  criticism  creeps  in,  not  marring, 
but  certainly  modifying,  the  first 
idea — sweeping  from  it,  in  fact,  the 
first  bloom.  But  in  popular  music, 
just  as  in  ballad  poetiy,  we  get  the 
pure,  untrammelled  spirit  of  the 
people ;  who  toil,  make  love,  suffer, 
and  die,  and  tell  it  all  without  any 
notion  of  what  is  proper  or  im- 
proper in  the  making  of  a  song. 
But  I  have  so  much  to  tell  you 
and  ask  of  you,  dear  ladies,  that  I 
know  not  where  first  to  begin.  You, 
my  little  Helena,  shall  first  g^ve  me 
news  of  miy  dear  pupils  at  beloved 
Poppenheim.  Aimchen  and  Lott- 
chen,  Edouard  and  Walther,  and  all 
the  rest — are  they  well?  I  have 
heard  no  word  from  any  of  you  since 
I  went  away.' 

But  his  own  story  proved  the 
most  absorbing,  and  he  answered 
their  questions  with  great  glee, 
telling  them  his  plans  and  projects. 
He  was  composing  a  gipsy  opera ; 
he  was  going  to  ti^  his  fortune  in 
London  or  Faris — to  found  a  new 
school  of  music — ^what  was  he  not 
going  to  do?  They  listened;  too 
well  pleased  to  have  his  company 
again  to  feel  jealous  or  unhappy. 
For  the  time  it  was  good  fortune 
enough. 

The  next  day  and  the  next  saw 
Ogliostro  the  Countess's  guest,  if 
for  no  other  reason,  for  the  very 
simple  one  that  he  could  not  get 
away.  More  snow  had  fallen,  and 
to  reach  Salzburg  in  the  present 
state  of  the  roads  was  impracticable. 
Everyone  was  contented  that  the 
weather  and  the  roads  should  re- 
main as  they  were.  Music  occu- 
pied the  trio  from  morning  till 
night,  each  in  turn  being  inspirer 
or  inspired.  Individualities  seemed 
for  a  time  lost  in  artistic  enthu- 
siasm. 

But  before  the  weather  changed 
from  without,  it  changed  within. 
On  a  sudden — ^none  knew  how  it  was 
— ^the  Countess  would  fain  have  had 


the  Maestro  leagues  away.  Helena 
wished  she  could  wake  in  her  little 
attic  at  home.  The  musknan  found 
himself  wondering  what  had  hap- 
pened to  turn  the  snow-bound 
Schloss  into  a  disagreeable  place. 
All  felt  relieved  when  news  came 
that  the  road  was  clear. 

A  few  hours  afler  receiving  this 
intelligence,  Ogliostro  was  on  his 
way  to  Salzburg. 

'I  suppose  the  Countess  was 
jealous  at  my  fondness  for  Heloia^' 
he  mused.  '  But  how  unreasonable 
women  are !  I  must  marry  some 
day,  and  how  can  I  marry  a  woman 
who  says  she  cannot  have  me? 
And  Helena  was  moody  and  out  of 
spirits,  too  !  Ah  !  it  may  be  that 
I  talked  too  much  of  Bhona,  the 
beautiful  gipsy  maiden  who  •capti- 
vated me  last  summer.  I  see  Ihat 
if  a  man  wsmts  to  accomplish  any- 
thing really  great  in  art,  he  must 
set  his  face  against  all  love  affairs/ 

CHAPTEB  V. 

FORTUNE   AND   MISFORTUNE. 

Two  or  three  years  passed,  and 
Poppenheim  had  to  get  on  as  well 
as  it  could  without  the  beloved 
musician.  Hi'b  admirers  read  with 
mournful  eagerness  of  the  enthu- 
siasm created  by  his  playing  in 
Paris,  London,  and  Vienna,  but 
were  compelled  to  admit  that  he 
showed  some  ingratitude  in  remain^ 
ing  so  long  away  from  his  unfor* 
getting  friends.  What  was  the 
rapture  of  the  warm-hearted  Httle 
cify,  therefore,  when  the  following 
announcement  appeared  on  the  walls 
of  the  Theatre  one  May  morning  ? 

BY  PERMISSION  OF  THE  GRAND  DUKE, 
WILL  BE  PERFORMED  ON  THE  OCCASIOH 

OP  THE   ROTAL  BIRTHDAY, 

RHONA,  A   GIPSY  OPERA,  BY  OGUO8TB0 

(late   COURT   PUNIST 

AT  THE  COURT  OF  POPPENHEDC), 

UNDER  THE  COMPOSER'S  DIRECTORSHIP. 

The  news  spread  like  wildfire 
throughout  the  town,  and  for  the 
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time  everyone's  head  was  tamed 
br  it.  Preparations  were  imme* 
diatelj  set  on  foot  so  as  to  make 
the  occasion  one  of  extraordinary 
brilliance.  The  ladies  sent  to  Frank- 
fort for  new  dresses.  The  Duke 
oommanded  an  al  fresco  entertain- 
ment in  honour  of  the  great  man's 
retnm.  His  pupils  and  musical 
friends  organised  a  fete,  at  which 
he  was  to  be  crowned  with  a  wreath 
of  silver  laurel  leaves.  All  contri- 
buted their  best  to  celebrate  such 
a  home-coming. 

At  last  the  long  looked-for  day 
dawned:  a  gay  festival  at  all  times, 
what  with  the  flags  and  garlands, 
the  militcuy  review,  the  crowds  of 
holiday  makers  in  Sunday  clothes, 
Uie  lines  of  open  carriages  convey- 
ing richly-dressed  ladies  and  ofi^rs 
in  foil  dress,  and  covered  with 
decorations,  to  pay  their  respects 
to  the  Sovereign.  But  when  even- 
ing came,  all  felt  that  the  Duke's 
fi§te  was  over,  and  that  the  Qiusi- 
dan's  had  begun.  Pleasant  it  was 
to  see  the  stream  of  play-goers,  old 
and  young,  rich  and  poor,  wending 
their  way  in  the  warm  sujnmer 
evening  to  see  Ogliostro's  opera.  It 
was'  an  entertainment  all  could 
afford,  and  all  could  enjoy,  from 
the  prince  to  the  peasant,  and  ex- 
pectancy was  written  on  every  face. 

Exactly  at  seven  o'clock,  three 
strokes  from  the  chamberlain's  staff 
on  the  edge  of  the  royal  box  be- 
tokened the  arrival  of  the  Grand 
Duke.  When  he  appeared,  accom- 
panied by  the  Duchess  and  the 
young  Pnncesses,  the  little  theatre 
rang  with  cheers,  which  would  have 
been  repeated  more  tumultuously 
still  for  Ogliostro,  had  he  not  fore- 
seen such  a  dilemma.  No  sooner 
had  the  Duke  taken  his  seat  than 
the  conductor,  Ogliostro  himself, 
who  till  now  had  been  invisible, 
raised  his  bllton,  and  the  overture 
began. 

The  gipsy  opera  was,  of  course, 
a  success.  It  was  new,  it  was 
naive,  and  it  was  in  a  certain  sense 


true.  Ogliostro,  never  false  to  him- 
self where  his  art  was  concerned, 
had  invented  not  only  a  new  story, 
a  new  mise^en'Scenef  and  a  new 
opera,  but  ha  had  put  these  together 
in  a  form  peculiarly  his  own,  dis- 
carding stage  canons  and  stage  pre- 
cedents. In  part  the  story  was 
familiar  to  Helena  and  the  Countess. 
A  wandering  musician  falls  in  with 
a  band  of  gipsy  minstrels,  Hvec^ 
with  them  as  one  of  themselves,  ac- 
companies them  to  fairs  and  festi- 
vals, finally  sings  away  his  own 
heart  and  that  of  Bhona,  a  gipsy 
girl ;  stays  on,  in  spite  of  his  own 
misgivings  and  scruples  and  her 
own  (for  she  has  a  lover  among  her 
tribe  and  nation),  till  matters  are 
brought  to  a  terrible  climax.  In  a 
moonlight  dance,  got  up  in  honour 
of  the  gipsy  betrothal,  Bhona's  be^ 
trothed  falls  murderously  upon  the 
intruder,  and  he  is  borne  off  the 
stage  dead  or  dying.  This  is,  of 
course,  the  merest  outline  of  a  rather 
long  and  complex  story.  The  musip 
was  fantastic,  the  dances  fresh,  and 
the  singing  very  good.  Every  not^ 
seemed  inspired  by  the  waye  of 
Ogliostro's  arm,  and  large  bursts  of 
applause  greeted  him  each  time  the 
curtain  felL 

Helena  and  the  Countess  were  pre- 
sent, both  alternately  listening  with 
the  happy  absorption  of  musicians, 
and  wondering  how  Ogliostro's  visit 
would  affect  themselves.  The  two 
had  never  been  on  quite  easy  terms 
since  his  departure  from  the  Schloss 
that  wintry  morning,  more  than 
two  years  ago;  but  they  felt  the 
same  towards  him.  He  was  espe- 
cially their  prodigal,  all  the  more 
welcome  because  of  his  long,  and 
apparently  forgetful,  absence. 

That  very  evening  the  Countess 
received  the  musician's  homage  as 
she  sat  next  to  him  at  the  Ducal 
banquet  given  in  his  honour;  but 
Helena  had  to  wait  for  the  next  day 
to  pass,  and  the  next,  before  any 
sign  of  remembrance  came  from 
him. 
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WHen  it  did  come  In  the  shape  of 
a  present  of  flowers  and  mnsic,  ac- 
companied by  an  invitation  to  play 
dnets  that  very  afternoon,  she  felt  no 
more  enyy  of  the  Countess  or  of  any- 
one else  whose  priyileges  had  come 
first.  The  old  delightful  relation- 
ship of  master  and  pupil  was  about 
to  be  renewed,  aud  ^e  wanted  no 
more.  What  relationship,  indeed, 
can  be  compared  to  that  of  a  musi- 
cian and  his  disciple,  inspirer  and 
inspired  ?  Some  almost  divine  ema- 
nation seems  to  be  imparted  from 
a  teacher  of  music  who  is  really  an 
enthusiast,  putting  genius  out  of 
the  question. 

He  greeted  her  warmly,  and  after 
a  ver^  little  talk  they  sat  down  to 
the  piano.  Helena  noticed  that  the 
Maestro  was  more  than  usually  ex- 
cited, and  that  as  he  played  he 
seemed  rather  trying  to  exorcise 
some  demon  of  unquiet  thought 
than  to  call  up  some  angelic  vision. 
Aud  so  indeed  it  was.  Li  the  midst 
of  a  wild  and  beautiful  composition 
of  his  own  he  broke  off,  drew  a 
deep  breath,  and  rose  from  the 
piano. 

*  I  will  play  no  more  to-day,'  he 
said.  *  Has  it  ever  happened  to  you, 
little  Helena,  to  feel  that  the  thing 
you  love  best  in  the  world  jars,  dis- 
turbs— nay,  tortures  P  So  is  it  with 
music  at  this  moment.  I  can  play, 
but  the  sounds  I  evoke  are  painful 
to  me.  Let  us  do  something  else. 
Suppose  we  go  into  the  garden  and 
take  a  cup  of  coffee  P  * 

It  was  a  perfect  June  day,  and 
the  musician's  little  summer-house, 
which  was  covered  with  roses  and 
honeysuckle,  invited  a  dreamy  mood. 
He  gradually  lost  his  unquiet  expres- 
sion, growing  instead  pensive  and 
abstrs^ted.  Never  before  had  He- 
lena seen  her  beloved  Maestro  so 
unlike  himself.  Had  she  not  pos- 
sessed that  fine  tact  which  is  part 
of  the  true-bom  artist's  organisa- 
tion, she  would  have  plunged  into 
some  good-natured  congratulations, 
really  as  ill-timed  as  they  would 


have  seemed  opportune.  As  it  was 
she  said  nothing,  though  the  sjm- 
pathy  written  in  her  face  sootlied 
and  cheered  him. 

'I  dare  say  things  will  come 
rightin  time,  when  I  am  old  and  wise 
and  grey,*  he  said,  with  a  fiednt  smile, 
'  and  you  can  no  more  help  me  out  of 
my  troubles  than  you  can  cure  me 
of  my  follies.  But  talk  to  me  of 
yourself,  dear  child.  Are  vou  doing 
well  ?  and  when  shall  we  be  able  to 
send  you  to  Paris  and  London  P  Yon 
must  be  twenty  now,  and  old  enough 
to  go  into  the  world  and  make  your 
mark.' 

They  chatted  of  Helena's  pro- 
spects for  half  an  hour,  and  he  fell 
into  his  naturally  genial  and  affec- 
tionate manner,  when  he  looked  at 
h  is  watch  and  jumped  up  with  dismay. 
*  Past  five  o'clock!'  he  cried,  *  and  I 
promised  to  wait  on  the  Duchess 
at  half-past  four,  and  her  Serene 
Highness's  temper  is  not  of  the 
best!  Adieu,  adieu.  We  shall  meet 
to-morrow  evening  at  the  torchli^t 
festival  the  Duke  has  commanded 
on  my  account.  Do  not  &il  to  be 
there,  and  look  your  prettiest,  to 
please  me.' 

He  rushed  off,  and  Helena  went 
away,  wondering  how  it  happened 
that  her  beloved  Maestro  could  be 
so  absent  and  melancholy  in  the 
midst  of  his  triumphs.  His  table  was 
covered  with  cards  and  notes  of  in- 
vitation. His  sideboard  was  loaded 
withgifbsofflowersand fruit.  Anew 
piano,  homage  of  some  admirer,  stood 
in  the  music  room.  What  could  it 
be  that  weighed  upon  his  spirits  ? 

Poor  inexperienced  Helena  had 
no  idea,  in  the  first  place,  how  eas^ 
it  is  for  an  open-hearted  man  like 
the  Maestro  to  get  into  pecuniary 
difficulties.  His  notions  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  had  somewliat 
changed  since  leaving  Poppenheim 
nearly  three  years  ago,  and  if  there 
were  no  other  ties  to  recall  him 
to  the  gay  cities  he  loved  so  well, 
there  were  his  debts  !  And  then,  in 
the  second  place,  she  did  not  know 
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what  other  entanglements  a  wan- 
dering musician  may  get  into,  whose 
ideas  of  dnty  and  happiness  are 
bonnded  by  composing  good  mnsic 
and  having  a  prettj  woman  at 
hand  to  criticise  it.  She  prepared 
for  the  coming  festival  somewhat 
sadlj. 

It  was  to  be  one  of  nnnsnal  splen- 
doar.  The  white  mnslin  dress  she 
ironed  with  such  care,  looked  so 
worn,  so  old-fashioned,  so  shabby ! 
If  she  could  only  find  a  casket 
of  jewels  in  her  chamber,  like 
Oretchen ! 

CHAPTER  VI. 
HOW  THE  THREE  EPISODES  ENDED. 

The  festival  in  honour  of  Ogliostro 
promised  to  be  a  great  success.  The 
weather  was  magnificent.  None  of 
the  arrangements  had  fallen  through 
in  consequence  of  bad  management. 
Everything  was  ready  in  time. 

A  more  picturesque  sight  than 
the  park  presented  that  summer 
evening  can  hardly  be  imagined. 
An  open  space,  lawn-shaped,  had 
been  set  aside  for  the  entertainment. 
Foremost  among  the  illuminations 
were  the  letters  composing  the 
musician's  name,  whilst  Chinese 
lanterns  and  torches  lighted  up 
dnsky  alley  and  glade.  At  the 
further  end  of  the  enclosed  space,  a 
teat  had  been  erected  for  the  ban- 
qnet,  dazzling  the  eyes  of  the  more 
homely  guests  with  its  display  of 
shining  plate  and  sparkling  crystal, 
flowers,  fruit,  and  decorations.  Ban- 
ners andgarlands  were  hung  around ; 
and  to  add  to  the  splendour  of  the 
occasion,  military  music  was  to  open 
and  conclude  the  proceedings. 

The  jprogramme  was  rather  long. 
First  of  all  came  the  banquet,  and 
the  crowning  of  the  hero  with  the 
silver  wreath ;  then  a  gipsy  enter- 
tainment, sin^g  and  dancing  by 
trained  performers ;  finally,  an  open- 
air  dance  and  a  torchlight  proces- 
sion. The  Duke  contributed  the 
banquet,  but  the  other  entertairf- 

YOL.  YII. — XO.  XL.      NEW  SERIES. 


ments  were  organised  by  Ogliostro's 
friends,  admirers,  and  pupils. 

At  seven  o'clock  precisely,  the 
little  company,  numbering  in  all 
about  fifty  persons,  most  of  them 
musicians,  sat  down  to  supper.  A 
merry  supper  it  was,  all  the  more 
enjoyed  because  to  most  of  the 
guests  such  a  feast  was  an  event  in 
life.  The  Grand  Duke  had  kindly 
withheld  his  presence,  so  that  Og- 
liostro and  his  guests  were  perfectly 
unrestrained.  Stories  were  told, 
toasts  were  given,  glasses  were 
touched,  without  fear  of  offence, 
and  all  were  sorry  when  they  had 
to  rise  from  the  table. 

The  affair  of  the  coronation  was 
a  little  dull.  Ogliostro  at  least 
looked  unmistakably  bored,  and  on 
the  plea  of  having  no  hair-pins  at 
hand,  laid  the  silver  wreath  aside. 
But  the  donors  consoled  themselves 
with  the  thought  that  if  he  would 
not  wear  it  in  life,  at  least  it  would 
decorate  his  brows  when  he  was 
dead. 

Then  came  the  gipsy  dance.  As 
the  performance  took  place  in  the 
open  air,  a  crowd  collected;  the 
little  band  of  dark-visaged  musi- 
cians and  dancers,  three  men  and 
three  women,  in  picturesque  gala 
dresses  of  their  nation. 

Helena,  holding  her  friend 
Annchen  by  the  arm,  looked  on, 
rooted  to  the  spot.  *Do  you 
remember  that  evening  we  supped 
in  the  forest  with  the  Maestro  ? ' 
she  asked.  *  How  happy  we  were  ! 
How  I  should  like  to  join  in  a  gipsy 
dance  again ! ' 

'  Hush  ! '  said  Annchen,  shocked 
at  her  friend's  Bohemian  propen- 
sities ;  '  ought  we  not  to  find  mamma 
or  one  of  my  brothers,  instead  of 
standing  here  alone  ?  ' 

They  were  about  to  move  away 
when  Helena  felt  an  eager  hand  laid 
on  her  arm.    It  was  Ogliostro. 

'Come  away,'  he  said.  *I  have 
something  to  say  to  you.  There  is 
Annchen's  brother;  she  can  join 
him.    You  come  with  me.' 
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They  were  out  of  earshofc,  when 
he  said,  greatly  excited — 

'Do  you  see  that  splendid  girl 
who  sings  so  plaintively,  apart  from 
the  others  ?  That  is  the  Bhona  I 
talked  of  to  yon  and  the  Conntess 
many  a  time.  She  is  here.  I  knew 
it  yesterday.  Is  it  not  a  strange 
coincidence  ? ' 

Helena  gazed  on  the  gronp 
curionsly. 

*  When  the  performance  is  over, 
I  will  speak  to  her,*  he  said.  *  It  is 
unwise,  I  know,  bnt  I  mnst.  How 
she  sings  I  Her  voice  is  not  sweet, 
batwith what  passion  andpathos  she 
brings  out  the  meaning  of  that  little 
song !  And  is  not  the  melody  itself 
enchanting  ?  It  brings  before  me 
the-  life  of  such  a  woman — ^half 
savage,  half  splendid,  abounding  in 
adventure  !  How  little  she  &ncies 
that  the  wandering  musician,  who 
has  led  her  in  the  round  many  a 
time,  is  at  hand  ! ' 

The  girl's  figure  was  indeed 
striking,  and  Helena  hardly  heard 
what  her  companion  said,  so  ab* 
Borbed  was  she.  These  gipsies 
were  Bohemians  of  the  purest  race, 
and  not  without  personal  beauty, 
though  of  a  wild,  one  might  almost 
say  ferocious  type. 

Soon  the  little  concert  ceased. 
The  band  struck  up  a  waltz,  and 
Helena  finding  herself  on  a  sudden 
alone,  joined  Annchen  and  her 
brother.  They  were  soon  dancing 
merrily,  and,  indeed,  with  the 
dance,  the  culminating  enjoyment 
of  the  evening  had  come.  As 
Helena  was  whirled  round  in  the 
waltz,  she  caught  sight  of  Ogliostro, 
dancing  with  the  gipsy  girl  he  had 
pointed  out  to  her.  She  begged 
her  partner  to  stop  in  order  to 
assure  herself  that  she  was  not 
dreaming.  There,  in  the  eyes  of 
all  Poppenheim,  was  the  beloved 
but  incorrigible  musician  waltz* 
ing  with  a  gipsy  as  uncon- 
cernedly as  he  had  done  in  the 
solitude  of  the  Thuringian  Forest ! 
She  saw  the  girl's  handsome  face ; 


she  heard  her  reckless  laugh,  as  the 
pair  skimmed  by ;  she  heard,  also, 
the  expressions  of  amazement  from 
the  watching  crowd.  But  on  be 
went :  it  seemed  as  if  his  very  life 
depended  upon  that  wild  danoe; 
pair  after  pair  fell  aside  panting  for 
breath;  and  for  very  wonder  at  tht 
strange  sight,  none  who  rested 
began  to  dance  again.  So  at  last 
they  were  left  in  the  circle  alone, 
Ogliostro  neither  knowingnor  oaring 
why ;  the  girl  as  heedless  as  he,  her 
splendid  black  hair  blown  abooi 
her  scarlet  vest,  dark  eyes  shining, 
brown  cheeks  glowing,  red  Ups 
parted  in  a  snule  of  enjoyment. 

When  at  last  they  stopped,  and 
Ogliostro  had  led  his  companion  to 
her  friends,  another  surprise  was 
in  store  for  the  somewhat  over- 
excited  Poppenheimers.  For  a  scene 
of  confasion  followed,  such  as  had 
never  disturbed  the  social  annab 
of  the  little  city.  The  gipsies 
gathered  round  the  offending  girl 
and  her  admirer  in  rage.  Harsh 
invectives  were  heard,  weapons 
flashed,  over  all  Ogliostro's  voice 
trying  to  calm  and  assuage,  finally' 
his,  too,  rises  into  an  angry  ciy; 
then  a  terrible  scuffle  ensued,  whidi 
might  end  none  knew  how  direftdly. 
Ogliostro's  name  was  passed  from 
mouth  to  mouth.  One  said  that  the 
woman  had  been  stabbed ;  ano^er 
that  Ogliostro  had  fallen ;  a  third 
that  he  was  dead. 

Dancers  and  musicians  were 
jostled  together  in  wild  confusion, 
some  trying  to  run  one  way,  some 
another,  all  hindered  by  the  press ; 
one  crying  for  the  police,  another 
for  the  soldiers,  children  weeping, 
women  shrieking — all  had  become 
fHght  and  dismay. 

*  Gt>od  heavens  !  where  is  my 
Christine  then  ?  * 

*  Dear  neighbours,  don't  be  fright- 
ened ;  don't  press  so.  Do  please 
make  way  for  two  poor,  innocent 
women,  who  only  want  to  get  home 
in  safety.' 

*  That  is  what  we  all  want.  Why 
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doesn't  some  one  tell  ns  what  is  the 
matterP' 

*My  pooar  boy  Jobann,  for  angbt 
I  know,  may  have  got  a  broken 
bead  in  the  scnfflc' 

*  Ah  me!  there  is  my  best  gown 
torn  again,  and  my  lace  collar  clean 
gone.  What  a  warding  to  ns  all  to 
give  np  pleasnre-seeking  V 

*  There  come  the  police.  We  are 
to  Ml  back,  they  say,  bnt  how  can 
we  P  Oh,  what  will  become  of  ns  P ' 

It  seemed  jnst  then  very  likely 
that  mischief  woold  happen  from 
the  pressnre  pnt  npon  the  crowd. 
Helena  found  herself  violently 
separated  horn  her  companions, 
now  swayed  this  way,  now  that, 
finally  leaning  against  one  of  the 
illimnnated  pine-stems,  breathless 
and  bewildered. 

She  strained  her  eyes  in  the 
direction  that  the  police  had  taken, 
bnt  oonld  see  nothing ;  she  tried  to 
move,  bnt  the  throng  prevented  her. 

Baton  a  sadden  there  was  silence* 
The  crowd  fell  back,  and  she  saw 
that  Ogliostro  was  lying  on  the 
gronnd  wonnded.  Her  knees  trem- 
bled, she  conld  not  ntter  a  cry,  bnt 
somehow  she  made  her  way  to  the 
spot.  How  she  got  th&ce,  throngh 
the  masses  of  horror-stricken 
gacere,  she  never  knew ;  bat  there 
she  was,  kneeling  beside«her  adored 
master,  alope  of  all  his  women 
iriends  doing  what  she  conld  for 
him  in  that  hoar  of  humiliation, 
agony,  and  dismay.  She  hardly 
heard  the  curses  of  the  gipsies  as 
they  were  laid  hold  of  by  the  police, 
she  bew  not  what  was  happening 
besides,  she  only  thought  of  stop- 
ping the  wound  as  best  she  could, 
sndlong  before  a  doctor  could  be 
found,  that  much  despised  limp 
cambric  dress  of  hers  had  been  torn 
into  bandages,  her  cheap  little  six- 
penny scent-bottle  had  revived  the 
Minting  man,  and  she  had  prevailed 
«pon  one  of  Ogliostro' s  friends,  a 
stout  Kapellmeister,  who  stood  by, 
sobbing  like  a  child,  to  fetch  a 
tumbler  of  water.     The  ladies  were 


fleeing  as  Seat  as  they  could,  for  all 
kinds  of  nunours  had  reached  the 
crowds  waiting  to  see  the  proces- 
sion— fire,  murder,  assassination, 
and  so  on.  Some  of  '  the  police 
were  looking  after  the  Grand 
Duke's  spoons  and  forks,  the  ban- 
queting booth  not  yet  being  cleared; 
the  misoellaneons  mob  that  delight 
in  a  panic  was  screaming,  yellmg, 
and  capering ;  in  fine,  amid  such  a 
scene  of  concision  as  had  never 
disgraced  Poppenheim  annals  since 
the  wars  of  Napoleon,  poor  OgHos* 
tro  was  helped  into  a  carriage  bj 
Hplena  and  his  friends. 

Bat  as  there  is  ever  a  comio  ele- 
ment in  human  tragedy,  so  it  wai 
now.  The  Grand  Dake,  who  had 
gon^  to  bed  early,  appeared  on  the 
balcony  of  the  palace  in  slippers 
and  dressing  gown,  thinking  tbat, 
perhaps^  Prussian  Annexation  or 
the  Socialists  were  at  the  bottom  of 
the  uproar ;  the  young  Princesses, 
who  were  sitting  up  to  see  the 
torchlight  procession,  rushed  into 
their  governess's  bedroom-^Feodora 
the  MisQhievous  waking  that  ple- 
thoric and  timid  lady  out  of  her 
slumbers  by  shouting,  *A  revolu- 
tion !  a  revolution  !  We  must  fly 
for  our  lives' — ^the  royal  attend- 
ants sleepy  and  stupid — ^the  Grand 
Duchess  in  curl-papers  and  peignoir 
finally  scolding  all  round,  and  re- 
storing order  with  the  presence  of 
mind  for  which  her  august  race 
was  remarkable. 

When  the  truth  reached  the 
palace,  the  royal  pair  were  not  a 
little  shocked  at  the  scandal  that 
must  ever  after  be  linked  with  the 
names  of  Ogliostro  and  Poppenheim. 
Enquiries,  however,  were  posted  off*, 
and  not  only  enquiries,  but  the 
Grand  Duke's  private  physician 
and  the  Duchess's  favburite  plaister 
were  despatched,  for  Ogliostro 
might  have  forfeited  royal  forgive- 
ness, but  Ogliostro  must  not  die. 
Both  Duke  and  Duchess  sat  up 
till  almost  daylight,  to  hear  the 
latest  particulars  :  perhaps  the  time 
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seemed  nniiSQally  long,  as  tliey 
spent  the  time  in  conversation, 
taking  different  views  of  the  ques- 
tion, the  Dnke  feeling  privately 
inclined  to  be  lenient  to  the  poor 
musician,  the  Dnchess  more  than 
nsnaUy  severe.  When  at  last  news 
came  that  for  the  present,  at  least, 
there  was  no  danger,  they  retired 
to  rest. 

Next  day  the  more  didactic  of 
the  Poppenheim  world  were  a  little 
shocked  at  discovering  that  at  the 
bottom  of  the  mystery  lay  the 
musician's  fancy  for  a  gipsy  girl. 
Never  had  such  a  scandal  happened 
before.  Full  particulars  were  not 
to  be  had,  of  course,  but  thus  much 
transpired,  that  in  his  last  wander* 
ings  he  had  testified  a  strongeif  lik- 
ing for  this  girl  than  it  behoved  him 
to  do.  Some  went  so  far  as  to 
say  that  having  originally  come  of 
a  gipsy  stock  himself,  he  had  even 
promised  her  marriage.  It  was  well 
known  that  he  had  a  strong  inclina- 
tion for  the  music,  the  language, 
and  everyihing  else  connected  with 
her  race ;  and  story  afler  story  was 
brought  forward  in  confirmation, 
not  only  of  his  gipsy  likings,  but 
his  gipsy  idiosyncrasies. 

What  more  Helena  knew  than 
this  she  discreetly  kept  to  herself, 
not  only  during  the  first  days  of 
suspense  and  anxiety,  but  during 
the  after  period  of  convalescence 
and  criticism. 

Had  our  Ogliostro  died  then,  it 
is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the 
period  of  criticism  would  never  have 
set  in.  The  men  would  have  held 
their  peace;  the  women  would 
have  wept.  As  it  was,  the  wound, 
which  at  first  threatened  to  rob  the 
world  of  one  of  its  brightest  musical 
ornaments,  healed  slowly,  but  not 
so  slowly  that  by  the  time  he  was 
himself  again,  Poppenheim  had  for- 
given him.  Now  it  cannot  be  said 
that  Helena's  task  of  nursing  her 
hero  was  as  enchanting  as  her  more 
romantic  young  friends  might 
imagine.     The  Maestro  was,  as  we 


have  seen,  the  most  spoiled  of 
all  the  children  of  genius,  and 
like  all  spoiled  children  was  not 
amiable  under  the  discomfort  of 
pain,  the  tedium  of  confinement, 
and,  what  was  worse  than  all,  the 
cloud  of  disapproval.  As  all  his 
other  lady  friends  kept  aloof  in 
virtuous  indignation,  the  Countess's 
forgiveness  only  going  so  fiar  as  to 
send  jellies,  which  he  insisted  upon 
being  thrown  out  of  the  window, 
Helena  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
all  his  caprices,  and  he  scolded  her 
and  ordered  her  to  do  this  and 
that  just  as  if  she  were  his  wife. 
And  there  was  not  only  this  to 
bear,  but  her  own  conduct  was  se- 
verely condemned.  No  one  wanted 
the  Maestro  to  be  neglected  ;  there 
were  elderly  mothers  of  grown-np 
sons  who  would  have  taken  care 
of  him,  and  the  Duchess  offered 
to  send  a  nurse  from  the  palace: 
why,  then,  need  she  stay  ?  said  her 
mother,  and  her  friends  Annchen 
and  Lotte,  and  the  austere  feminine 
world.  But  Helena  cared  little  for 
what  might  be  said  or  thought  of 
her  conduct,  and  kept  her  post  with' 
unwavering  courage.  Shewasaccns- 
tomed  to  a  hard  life:  it  was  no- 
thing to  her  to  have  to  keep  watch 
at  night,  dross  wounds,  oook  in- 
valid's food — in  fact  do  aJl  the  hard 
unpoetic  work  that  one  human 
being  entails  upon  another  in  severe 
illness.  She  knew  well  enongb 
that  no  one  else  understood  the 
sick  man  and  his  humours  as  she 
did,  or  would  have  the  same  pa- 
tience with  them,  and  no  one  else 
would  have  been  so  rigidly  obedient 
in  the  fulfilling  those  orders,  *  Ont 
of  window,  to  the  cabbage -beds 
at  once ! '  when  flowers  or  some 
little  dainty  came  from  the  Coun- 
tess. Out  of  window,  to  the  cab- 
bage-beds, they  went,  roses,  con- 
fections, fruits,  no  matter  how  rare ; 
and  tbough  he  forbore  to  treat  the 
Duchess's  gifts  in  the  same  manner, 
he  declared  that  a  posset  of  Helena's 
making  pleased  his  palate  better. 
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However,  he  got  well  aMin,  and 
npontheTeryfirstday  that  the  doctor 
was  dismissed,  Helena  was  bidden  to 
pack  his  portmanteau,  fetch  a  cab, 
and  see  him  off  to  Paris  by  the  next 
train,  without  saying  a  word  to  any 
liying  sool.  The  train  started  in 
an  hour's  time,  and  she  had  no 
leisnre  to  weep  or  sigh  over  what 
seemed  very  much  like  ingra- 
titnde  on  his  part^  or  reflect  that 
he  onght  to  have  accompanied  her 
home  and  mediated  with  her  mother 
on  her  behalf — done  something,  in 
&ct,  to  smooth  things  for  the  poor 
little  narse  who  had,  perhaps,  saved 
his  life !  But  she  thought  of  none  of 
these  things,  and  when,  on  reaching 
the  station,  he  just  kissed  her  as  a 
&ther  might  have  done,  and  said 
she  was  the  dearest  and  best  little 
girl  in  Poppenheim,  she  walked 
hack  almost  elated,  set  to  work 
with  the  help  of  a  charwoman 
to  put  his  httle  villa  in  order 
from  top  to  bottom,  and  when  it 
was  done,  returned  home,  to  make 
up  matters  with  her  mother  and 
the  world  as  best  she  could.  Of 
oooise,  Ogliostro's  friends  of  his 
own  sex  took  Helena's  part,  and  it 
was  even  rumoured  that  the  stout 
Kapellmeister,  before  mentioned, 
wanted  to  marry  her  outright.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  by  little  and  little, 
reconciliation  was  made  with  all, 
her  pupils  returned  one  by  one,  the 
Countess  sent  her  a  present  of 
jewels,  and  before  the  autumn  and 
winter  had  passed,  Helena  forgot 
the  obloquy  she  had  suffered  on 
the  Maestro's  behalf.. 

Meantime  he  was  in  Paris,  paying 
his  debts — so  he  wrote  to  Helena — 
and  if  he  got  into  any  scrapes  there, 
rumours  of  them  never  reached 
Poppenheim.  In  £act  his  escapades 
were  over. 

When  the  next  musical  season 
came  round,  neither  Ogliostro,  nor 
the  Countess,  nor  Helena  contri- 
buted to  those  entertainments  for 


which  the  little  city  was  famous, 
Ogliostro  was  still  in  Paris,  whither 
Helena  had  at  last  gone  under  his 
auspices,  and  was  making  her  debut 
as  a  pianiste ;  the  Countess  went  to 
Vienna ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
brilliant  bridals  of  Feodora  the  Mis- 
chievous with  the  heir  apparent  of 
a  neighbouring  Duchy,  dull  indeed 
would  have  been  thePoppenheimers. 
But  what  was  the  general  surprise, 
some  time  after,  when  news  came 
of  Ogliostro's  marriage,  and  mar- 
riage with  his  pupil  Helena,  who 
had  been  one  of  the  poorest  and 
least  admired  girls  in  Poppenheim ! 

It  seemed  incredible  that  the 
great  man  should  take  such  a  step 
in  the  zenith  of  his  reputation ;  yet 
his  princely  patron  was  well  pleased, 
and  his  intimate  friends  saw  in  this 
homely  alliance  the  best  guarantee 
of  a  worthy  career.  So  the  days  of 
Poppenheim  romance  and  adven- 
ture drew  to  an  end.  The  musician 
and  his  wife  soon  returned  to  the 
little  city,  and  quietly  settled  down 
there.  Society  became  at  last  sedate 
and  respectable* 

Music  and  art  still  reign  supreme 
there,  but  improprieties  andindiscre- 
tions  are  banished  forever.  Ogliostro 
and  the  Countess  are  now  stout  and 
elderly,  and  can  play  duets  without 
raising  a  breath  of  scandal.  Helena 
is  the  same  impetuous  creature  she 
ever  was,  but  her  impetuosity  does 
not  damage  her  reputation  as  when 
she  nursed  her  Maestro  in  the  days 
of  her  youth.  Whenever  the  cele- 
brated pair  make  a  musical  tour, 
they  create  a  sensation  and  reap  a 
golden  harvest.  But  that  is  seldom. 
They  are  devoted  to  each  other  and 
to  Poppenheim,  and  receive  at 
their  musical  parties  princes,  am- 
bassadors, poets,  artists,  wits,  and 
beauties.  But,  on  the  whole,  Pop- 
penheim is  quite  a  different  place  to 
what  it  was  tweniy-five  years  am ; 
and,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  a 
Httle  duU. 
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STAOTiEY'S  LSCTUltES  ON  THE  CEURGE  OF  SCOTLAND:^ 


,  .    ,;$y  Alexanpee  Falconer., 

niHEBE  is  no  man  livizKg  intbeaa  it  wbb  certain 
X  islands  whose  delibmte  opi^ 
nion  on  any  portion  of  Chnroh  ims« 
ixay  is  more  dei^xving  ofaizfaentiony 
and  is  more  oeitaiai  to  get. it,  than 
the  Dean  of  WestmisKiter.  For  a 
generation  ha  haa  held  a  first  place 
as  a  lecturer  on  thia  important  sub- 
ject, and  has  been  jone^of  our  emi- 
nent -^ters  on  general  eoclesiaati- 
cal  topics.  To  no  small  nvnber  of 
the  English-speaJdngpeopleahiswri*^ 
tings  have  long  been  a  toorce  of  the 
highest  delight ;  not  from  their  pro- 
found spiritual  snggestiyeness,  but 
^rom  their  power  of  oharactcoiaaK 
tion  in  biographical  and  haiiiorioal 
writing;  tibieir  happy  mannartof 
illustrating  sacred  by  profane, 
and  ancient  by  modem  hiiaitcTy} 
their  delightfully  iife^dike  desoiipw 
tions;  and  their  nare  appreciation 
of  everything  noble  in  human 
nature.  I  for  oner  have  long,  been 
proud  to  acknowledge  the  early 
mipulse  and  unbroken  influence 
received  from  his  writings.  Never 
shall  I  forget  the  golden  time  of  my 
youth,  when  Arnold,  made  known 
through  Stanley's  biography  of 
him,  became  a  name  which  had 
power  to  stir  in  me,  as  it  still  has, 
the  deepest  emotions,  and  Rugby 
School  and  Chapel  were  more  real 
to  me  than  the  houses  I  daily  dwelt 
in.  And  as  in  his  Lectares^onthe 
Eastern  Church  and  on-  the  Jewish 
Church,  the  sune  peeoliarcharm  and 
the  same  high  qualities  were  present, 
his  former  influence  was  not  only 
maintained,  but  was  deepmied. 

It  was  good  news^  tJierefbre,  to  a 
wide  circle  of  readers,  to  Jiear  that 
the  same  distinguished  writer  pro- 
posed to  lecturo  on  the  Sco^sh 
Church.  Expectation  in  more  than 
common  degree  was  inevitable  ;\fi)r 


that,  whateyer  ihe 
lectnvea  might  lack,  they .  coold 
hardly  &il  in  breadth  of  view  and 
peturesqneiness  q£  style.  Accord- 
mgly  when  Rumour  told  ns  of  the 
D«bn's  small  success  in  Edinburgh, 
ihe  disai^intment  was  not  to  be 
disguised.  It  was  hoped,  however, 
iiiat  whfio;  ihe.  lectures  were  pub- 
Ikhed,  audi  could  be  read  away  from 
all  popular  cries  or  influenoe;  the 
Northern  imiica'would  be  found  to 
be  wrongs  tee  1  at. vleBsl}  too  hard  to 
^ease.    ;  &»  -i'    'f  >^'a  . 

Novidiiaptv<ih6[f  ^have  been  care- 
fully levised  acdrpublished,  it  must 
be  cbnMsedvftha^  J^mmoar  spdce 
truly '^c^reg^ording.  themy(>and  that 
those  vh(r.'  heard' .jthem  had  some 
eanscfcisdiBsatisfactiim.'  A  *  nana- 
tiye,^or:^a  ooHiplete^dcoDunt  of  the 
Scottish  Chnrolr,*  the  lecturer  did 
not  propose.toeigivat;  and  ^some  of 
its  most  -oonspicubus  personages, 
such  as  John  Elnox  and  Andrew 
Melville  ;  some  of  its  most  conspi- 
cuous fixtures,,  such  as  its  system  of 
education  and.  of  discipline;  some 
of  its  most  coaspicuQus  events,  the 
Gleneral  Assembly  of  1638  and  the 
Disruption  of  1843,'  he  thought  it 
best  to  pass  over  for  reasons  which 
all  comd  .respect.  Enough  -was 
promised^  ho^sever.  '  Such  leading 
features  as .  would  serve  as  land- 
marks  to  tha  whole 'were  to  be  ih9 
burden  of  tha  lectures.  There  was 
thus  still  scope  and  occasion  enough 
for  a  show  ofLthe  Dean's  historijcal 
sympathies  and  :insight,  and  of  his 
power  to  handle  philosophically  a 
really  knotty  subject.  .Looked  at 
£rom  any  point  his  .subject  was 
hedged  about  with  difficulties;-  hot 
as  genius  has  a  -Wonderful  way  at  all 
times^  of  dispelling  iJxeae,  so^genins 
it  was  thought  might  Terj  Bkefy 


>  Lectures  on  the  History  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  delivered  in  Bdintmrgh  in  1872. 
Bj  A.  P.  Stanley,  D.D.    London :  Murpay. 
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acoomplish  this  in  the  present  in* 
stance. 

The  Dean,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  has 
not  accomplished  this,  although  he 
has  done  his  best.  It  is  well  that 
his  reputation  as  an  ecclesiastical 
historian  is  already  made ;  for  no 
firesh  honours,  I  fear,  will  come  to 
Iiim  by  these  lectures.  Here  and 
there  are  passages  in  his  charming 
descriptiTe  way,  equal  to  any  he 
has  written  ;  but  more  frequently 
there  are  others,  where  clear  in- 
sight and  sound  historical  discrimi- 
nation  were  called  for,  in  his  worst 
manner.  The  truth  is,  he  has  been 
unfortunate  in  his  subject.  He  may 
know  the  literature  of  Scotland 
thoroughly  ;  but  he  does  not  know 
the  people  of  Scotland,  either  as 
they  are,  or  as  they  have  reflected 
themselves  in  their  national  religious 
life,  and  has  thus  missed — or  it 
may  be  ignored — ^the  central,  car- 
dinal  principle  of  their  religious 
history.  Pretty  well  read  in  the 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  history  of 
the  haughty  little  Northern  State, 
and  in  the  estimates  of  most  writers 
of  it ;  and  having  long  considered 
it,  as  the  Dean  wisely  recommends 
in  his  "introductory  lectures  to  his 
Eastern  Church,  by  the  aids  of  the 
traditions  and  tempers  of  the  people 
themselves — of  the  baronial  and 
ecclesiastical  antiquities  of  the 
country — and  of  the  moorlands  and 
mosshags  of  the  West,  it  was  with 
a  touch  of  real  pain  that  I  saw,  in 
the  second  and  third  lectures  especi- 
ally, that  the  old  charm  and  power 
were  wanting.  Again  and  again 
as  I  read  I  asked  myself :  if  this 
could  really  be  meant  for  Scottish 
history?  if  these  sketches  could 
possibly  be  intended  for  true 
sketches  of  those  scones  which  have 
made  the  history  of  Scotland  from 
the  Reformation  to  the  Revolution 
80  singular  and  so  significant?  if 
these  were  indeed  ^the  objects  for 
which    successive   generations    of 


Scotsmen  had  parted  with  every- 
thing dear  to  the  human  heart,  and 
struggled  to  the  death  against  the 
most  iniquitous  misgovemment 
that  ever  disgraced  onr  annals  ?  if 
these  were  the  lessons  taught  us 
and  all  generations  of  Christian 
freemen,  these  and  none  others,  by 
the  moving  incidents  of  Scottish 
history  from  1584  to  1688?  At 
the  best,  turn  it  as  you  may,  his 
picture  is  but  a  faint  and  hazy  like- 
ness of  the  original.  Something  is 
wanting  to  place  you  in  true  "ac- 
cord with  the  times.  You  look  in 
vain,  too,  for  that  censure  or  appro- 
bation, for  what  is  called  *  the  judg- 
ment of  posterity,*  on  the  chief 
actors  and  actions  of  the  history,, 
which  no  carefully  drawn  portraits 
of  Leighton  and  Rutherford  and 
the  like  will  for  a  moment  make 
up  for.  Less  appreciative  of  the 
national  sentiment  and  aims  of  tho 
Scottish  people  during  the  above 
terrible  century  of  their  existence,, 
than  Mr.  Buckle  in  his  justly  dis- 
liked History  of  Civllisatwn  in 
Scotland,'^  mild  in  praise  and  as  mild 
in  blame,  it  is  only  too  clear  ere  the 
volume  is  finished  that,  whatever 
the  Dean  may  have  striven  to  do,  it 
is  at  least  not  in  his  colourless  sen-^ 
tences  that  the  characteristic '  lead- 
ing features  *  of  Scottish  Church 
History  are  reflected,  nor  their 
meaning  truly  divined. 

We  were  justified  in  looking  for 
very  difi'erent  treatment  from  so 
distinguished  a  writer  as  the  Dean 
of  Westminster.  The  subject  is 
one  worthy  of  any  historian ;  and 
was  capable  of  the  most  satis- 
fEbctorr  consideration  even  from  its 
ecclesiastical  side.  For  it  has  an 
intrinsic  glory  of  its  own,  and  an 
imperishable  interest  and  instruct 
tiveness :  the  same  which  shine  so 
splendidly  in  the  Dutch  and  French 
and  English  annals  in  the  same 
centuries,  where,  pre-eminent  above 
all  else,  appear   the    doctrines  of 


'  Compare  Budde,  YoL  III.  ch.  ii.  and  iiL,  with  Stanley,  Lect.  III. 
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popular  rights,   liberty  of   speech 
and    liberty  of    conscience.       We 
were  justified,  I  think,  in  looking 
for    hearty   sympathy  with    these 
from  a  lover  of  freedom  of  thought 
like    Dean   Stanley.     We  did  not 
look  nor  wish  for  his  opinions  on 
Presbyterianism  versus  Episcopacy ; 
but  we  did  look  for  his  frank  and 
decided  opinions  on  'such  leading 
features'   of  the  long  straggle  of 
the   Scottish    nation   for   religious 
liberty  against  their  Stuart  kings, 
as  historical  writers  have  always 
seen  in  it,  unless  they  were  of  the 
Bancroft  or  Laud  school.     Surely 
it  was  possible,  300  years  after  tbe 
period  to  be  described,  and  with  all 
the  evidence    long    before    us,   to 
arrive  at  the  truth  concerning  it 
without  any  bitterness  of  spirit  or 
manifest  one-sidedness !    Surely  the 
passions  which  raged  at  Bothwell 
Brig  and  Drumclog  do  not  so  sur- 
vive among  us,  as  to  prevent  us 
being  judges    and  not    partisans! 
Surely  there  are  scenes  enough  in 
that  memorable  contest  worthy  of 
the  cherished  regard  of  any  Chris- 
tian or  of  any  patriot — as  beyond 
all  controversy  there  are  too  many 
deserving  of  loathing  and  abhor- 
rence.    There  was  much  room  for 
such  an  expression,  therefore.     It 
was  a  rare  opportunity  for  words 
of  noble  indignation  and  generous 
appreciation.     The  occasion  indeed 
was  a  crucial  one.     Its  issue  some- 
how has  been  fraught  with  no  ap- 
parent   good.       On    the  contrary, 
deep  offence  has  been  given  to  the 
religious  majority  of  the  nation; 
and  every  one  of  the  sections  of  the 
Church,  Established,  Free^  United 
Presbyterian,     and     the     Scottish 
Episcopal  too,   have   shown    their 
displeasure  or  dissatisfaction  at  the 
Dean's  treatment  of  his  subject. 

For  these  feelings  there  must  be 
good  reasons.  Party  spirit  of  course 
must  have  provoked  and  coloured 
them    to    some    extent ;  but    the 


spirit  expressed  in  their  proud 
motto.  Nemo  me  impune  hicessitj 
could  not  have  been  so  widely 
shown  by  the  laity  in  the  press  and 
by  the  clergy  on  the  platform,  on 
the  matter,  unless  from  a  real  and 
substantial  cause.  What  are  thoee 
reasons?  Wherein  and  why  has 
Dean  Stanley  offended?  These 
questions  cover  the  entire  contro- 
versy :  and  now  that  the  first  heats 
of  it  have  calmed  down,  and  both 
siHes  have  said  their  best,'  the 
present  seems  an  opportune  moment 
for  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
whole  subject. 

Here  it  may  be  permitted  me  to 
say  that  if  I  dissent  from  the  con- 
clusions of  these  lectures  and  com- 
plain of  some  remarks  in  them,  it  is 
with  some  trepidation  that  I  venture 
to  do  so— that  I  venture  to  point 
out  the  mistakes  of  a  man  whose 
name  has  lain  like  a  spell  so  long 
upon  me.  But  a  more  potent  spell 
moves  me  to  it.  Deeply  as  the 
Scholar  may  revere  the  Master, 
little  has  his  teaching  been  worth  if 
it  has  not  taught  him  to  revere  his 
own  convictions  and  conclusions  as 
the  most  priceless  of  his  possessions. 
Till  now  I  have  loyally  given  the 
Dean  of  Westminster  much  of  my 
allegiance,  for  to  him  I  owe  some 
of  tiie  most  intense  intellectual  in- 
fluences  and  most  exquisite  intel- 
lectual pleasures  of  my  life.  If, 
therefore,  I  cannot  still  give  it,  it  is 
because  I  must  not.  I  have  not  so 
read  the  History  of  Scotland  as  to 
see  the  '  features '  of  the  Scottish 
Church  to  be  what  he  describes 
them  to  be. 

The  reasons,  then,  of  this  un- 
fortunate effect  of  tliese  lectures 
seem  to  me  to  be  two-fold.  Dean 
Stanley  has  made  mistakes,  (i) 
as  a  Stranger,  (2)  as  an  His- 
torian. The  first  was  naUml 
enough;  as  the  most  shrewd  and 
sagacious  ■  observers  are  liable  to 
carry    away     wrong    impressions. 
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Bat  there   is    such   a  thing  as  a 
man  being   disqualified  from   one 
caose  or    other    for   accurate   ob- 
servation.      Our  associations  and 
interests  have  an  imperious  sway 
over  our  judgments — nay,  a  spell 
from  which  few  can  rid  themselves. 
And   I  venture    to    suggest  that 
Dean  Stanley  was  somewhat  dis- 
qualified, from  such  causes,  for  his 
chosen  task.    A  lifetime  spent  in 
the  precincts  of  Oxford  and  West- 
minster, amid  the  hallowed  memo- 
ries of  the  martyrs  and  scholars, 
the  princes    and  prelates    of    the 
Church  of  England,  and  with  his 
every  thought  and  feeling  more  or 
less    affected   by    the  various  in- 
fluences  of  these,  was  certain,   I 
think,  to  render  him  somewhat  in- 
capable  of  rightly  understanding 
the    Church    of    Scotland,    whose 
histoiy  is  in  the  main  the  record  of 
a  prolonged  deadly  struggle  against 
those  principles  and  forms  of  wor- 
ship T/frhich  are  dear  to  him  above 
all  others.      He  could  have  little 
personal  sympathy  with  it  in  its 
origin    and   in    its  historical  ten- 
dencies; or  little  warmth   of  per- 
sonal appreciation.       What    asso- 
ciations he  had  of  it  could  only  so 
far  unfit  him  for  comprehending 
justly  the  spirit  which  is  embodied 
and  the  deeds  which  are  told  in  the 
Scots  Worthies  and  Cloud  of  Wit- 
nesses.    For  the  very  same  reasons 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  a  *'  true 
blue '  Presbyterian,  Irish  or  Scotch, 
can  read  English  Church  History, 
or  appreciate  many  existing  English 
Church   questions,  with  any  con- 
siderable degree  of  truth  or  tender- 
ness.    It  is  impossible  for  him,  for 
example,  to  understand  the  awe  and 
devout  feeling  of  the  Englishman 
&r,  and  in  presence  of,  the  glorious 
sanctuaries  of  his  land.     He  may 
admire  them,  but  it  will  be  as  a 
structure  of  stone  and  uiortar,  and  is 
incapable  of  doing  more.  He  is  likely 
to  be  much  puzzled,  too,  why  othera 
can  have   different  feelings.      An 
admirable  illustration  of  this  prin- 


ciple is  found  in  a  story  told  by 
Hugh  Miller,  no  common  Scot,  of 
himself  in  his  First  Impressions  of 
England.  He  had  gone  to  see  York 
Cathedral,  and  felt  more,  it  is  safe 
to  say,  in  beholding  that  wondrous 
pile  than  most  men.  'But  so 
little,*  he  says,  'had  my  Presby- 
terian education  led  me  to  associate 
the  not  unelevated  impulses  of  the 
feeling  with  the  devotional  spirit, 
that,  certainly  without  intending  any 
disrespect  to  either  the  national 
religion  or  one  of  the  noblest  ec- 
clesiastical buildings  of  England,  I 
had  failed  to  uncover  my  head,  and 
was  quite  unaware  of  the  gross 
solecism  I  was  committing,  until 
two  of  the  officials,  who  had  just 
ranged  themselves  in  front  of  the 
organ- screen  to  usher  the  dean  and 
choristers  into  the  choir,  started 
forward,  one  from  each  side  of  the 
door,  and,  with  no  little  gesticu- 
latory  emphasis,  induced  me  to 
take  off  my  hat.  "  Off  hat,  sir,  off 
hat !  *'  angrily  exclaimed  the  one. 
"Take  off  your  hat,  sir!"  said 
the  other.  The  peccant  beaver  at 
once  sank  by  my  side,  and  I  apolo- 
gised. "  Ah,  a  Scotchman !  "  ejacu- 
lated tiie  keener  official  of  the  two, 
his  cheek  meanwhile  losing  some 
of  the  hastily  summoned  red ;  "  I 
thought  so."  '  He  waited  over  the 
service.  It  '  seemed  rather  a  poor 
thing  on  the  whole  .  .  .  and  does 
not  represent  a  living  devotion,  but 
a  devotion  that  perished  centuries 
ago.  ...  It  reminded  me  of  the 
story  told  by  the  Eastern  traveller, 
who,  in  exploring  a  magnificent 
temple,  passed  through  superb  por- 
ticoes and  noble  halls,  to  find  a 
monkey  enthroned  in  a  little  dark 
sanctum,  as  the  god  of  the  whole.' 

Now  that  is  the  very  manner 
and  sentiment  of  the  stranger,  and 
in  a  book  of  travels  it  is  quite 
allowable.  But  when  the  same 
sentiment  appears  in  the  form  of 
historical  juagments  upon  a  people 
and  their  ways,  it  is  not  to  be 
so  allowed.     For  whoever  will  so 
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jndge  is  bound  to  acquaint  himself 
with  every  point  of  his  case,  and 
ought  for  the  time  to  become  one 
of  the  people  themflelves,  seeing  as 
they  see  and  feeling  as  they  feel, 
before  he  can  hope  to  speak  with 
authority,  or  pass  otiier  than  a  one- 
sided verdict.  Eew  men  have  this 
rare  combinatioii  of  sympathetic 
insight  and  judicial  calm.  De 
Tocqueville's  great  work  on  the 
United  States  of  America  and  Gui- 
zot's  English  RevolzUtondLve  two  bril- 
liant French  examples  of  it  familiar 
to  most  of  us;  and  Hunter's -dnnoZ* 
of  Burcd  Bengal,  the  first  account  of 
Indian  history  by  an  Englishman 
which  thoroughly  comprehends  and 
fairly  judges  the  genius  of  the 
Indian  races,  is  of  the  same  dis- 
tinguished order  of  merit.  It  is 
the  absence  of  this  quality  which  is 
the  conspicuoiis  fecUttre  in  these  lee- 
iures.  Dean  Stanley  may  have 
mixed  as  a  stranger  with  the  re- 
presentative classes  of  the  nation 
whose  religious  history  he  meant 
to  criticise,  anxious  only  to  know 
their  views  and  opinions.  He  may 
have  been  down  in  the  dales  of 
Dumfriesshire,  and  the  moorlands  of 
Lanarkshire,  to  glean  the  traditions 
and  to  note  the  tempers  of  their 
shrewd,  thoughtftd  inhabitants 
about  '  Claters '  and  the  *  killing 
times,'  and  *  the  forced  settlements.' 
If  so,  and  with  all  the  facts  and 
probabilities*  before  him,  it  seems 
fitrange  indeed  he  should  speak  as  he 
does  of  S0^tt  uid  Burns,  of  the  Co- 
venanters and  the  Moderates.  On 
these  subjects — and  they  are  typical 
ones — I  am  bound  to  say  he  is  very 
&r  wrong,  asflEtr  as  the  Englishmen 
who,  when  -travelling  in  the  High- 
lands thfough  a  deer  forest,  and 
seeing  no  'wooding  as  they  had  seen 
in  the  deer  parks  of  the  South, 
asked  the  gillie  '#here  the  trees 
were.   *TreiBs!^  exclaimed  Donald 


in  astonishment,  '  wha  ever  heard 
o'  trees  in  a  deer  forest  ?  ' 

Bums  and  Scott,  he  says,  were, 
and  still  are,  such  forces  in  Scot- 
land, that  'no  Scottish  ecclesiastical 
history  worthy  of  the  name '  may 
overlook  them;  for  ^ each  justifies 
his  title  to  he  considered  not  only 
as  a  poet,  hut  as  a  prophet — not 
otdy  as  a  deliglUfkd  companion,  hut 
as  a  wise  religious  teacher.^  The 
Ayrshire  Bard  did  not  live  'in 
vain  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  philo- 
sophic clergy  and  laity  of  the  last 
century,  whose  kindly  and  genial 
spirit  saved  him  from  being  driven 
by  the  extravagant  pretensions  of 
the  popular  Scottish  religion  into 
absolute  unbelief.  Much  as  tiiere 
may  be  in  his  poems  that  we  lament, 
yet  even  they  retain  fragments  of 
doctrine  not  less  truly  Evangelical 
than  philosophical.'  The  great 
Novelist '  has  sounded  all  the  depths 
and  shoals  of  Scottish  ecclesiastical 
history ;'  andhashandled  most  of  the 
graver  questions  of  life  find  Belief 
with  BO  muph  wisdom  and  power  in 
his  mighty  works  of  fiction,  as 
fully  to  warrant  him  being  called 
'  one  of  the  great  religious  teachers 
of  Scottish  Christendom.'  Happy 
indeed  is  '  that  Church  which  has 
been  blessed  with  such  a  theologian, 
whose  voice  can  be  heard  by  ^ose 
whom  no  sermons  ever  reach,  pro- 
claiming lessons  which  no  preacher 
or  divine  can  afford  to  despise  or  to 
neglect.'  * 

Now,  not  more  certainly  did 
Hugh  Miller  proclaim  himEclf  a 
stranger  by  his  manners  in  York 
Cathedral,  than  does  the  Dean  of 
Westminster  by  these  opinions  of 
his  of  the  influence  of  Bums  and 
Soott  on  their  country.  Never  did 
he  hear  or  see  aught  in  church  or 
in  cottage  in  Scotland  to  lead  him 
to  such  conclusions,  which  mast 
have  sounded  queer  enough  to  an 


*  *  To  US,  Probability  is  the  very  guide  of  life,*  ekys  Butler  (Introduction  to  Anahgy)* 
and  therefore,  in  Historical  Criticism,  one  of  the  surest  of  principles. 

*  Lecture  lY. 
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Edmbnrgh  andience,  and  oonldonl7 
excite  the  amusement  of  some,  the 
ridicale  and  frown  of  others.  Bums 
*&  prophet 'I  Hje  is  and  has  long 
been  the  idol  of  hifl.coontrymen  as 
the  most  glorioas  of  song- writers ; 
he  who  has  touched  their  hearts 
and  expressed  their  feelings  as  no 
other  has :  but  who  ever  heard  a 
Sootsman  claiming  this  character 
for  him,  or  doing  homage  to  Jiia 
name  as  a  smiter  of  iniquity,  and 
a  fearless  upholder  of  Grod's  right- 
eousness and  claims  before  a  wicked 
generation  ?  Who  ever  owned  him 
as  one  whose  words  had  searched 
his  soul  and  shaken  his  self-com- 
placency, and  nerved  him!  a&esh  to 
a  life  of  self-conquest  and  faith? 
Bums  was  not  made  of  the  stu£[! 
that  prophets  are  made  of;  and  no 
man  was  more  aware  of  this  than 
himself^  as  his  own  words  all  too 
conspicuiKisly  show.  A  Poet  he 
was  of  the  most  poetical  of  teub- 
peraments ;  in  constancy  and  clear- 
ness and  courageousness  of  thought 
and  action,  the  ^Eurthest  remove 
from  the  nobler  office  of  Prophet. 

No,  Dean  Stanley,  the  truth,  since 
it  most  be  told,  Hes  all  the  other 
way.  Thousands  of  youthful  Scots- 
men have  in  their  day  found  Burns 
to  be  no  '  light  from  heaven ;'  to 
be,  though  rarely  gifted^  no  heaven- 
ward teacher — 

Misled  by  Fancy's  meteor-ray, 
By  Passion  driven.  ' 

They  have  caught  upwrong  notions 
of  earnest,  even  if  narrow,  reli-» 
gious  life  from  his  fas  from  faults 
less  satires,  by  their  confounding 
the  praetioes  of  Christian  men  as 
therein  described  with  Christian 
prindples,  for  which  he,  of  oeurse, 
is^  directly  blameable.  Yon  hardly 
ever  meet  a  wild  West  countxys 
Scot,  but  you  find  his  sharpest 
iluiists  at  morals  and  men  to  be 
barbed  with  some  of  ^Babbie's' 
double-edged    lines.      Had   Bums 


been  the  least  conscious  of  being 
'  a  prophet,'  these  could  never  have 
been  penned.  But  he  was  not 
aware  of  anything  of  the  sort :  he 
was  only  aware  of  his  newly  dis- 
covered powers  of  satire,  which,  as 
he  himself  tells  us,  with  '  a  certain 
description  of  the  clergy  as  well  as 
kdty,  had  met  with  a  roar  of  ap- 
plause ;'  and  revelling  in  these,  he 
had  little^  if  any,  regard  for  any- 
thing, if  only  he  saw  their  imme- 
diate stinging  effect  upon  '  saints  ^ 
and  '  sinners.*  His  Address  to  the 
TJtico  Quid  is  admirable  in  spirit  and 
point,  touching  us  all  ia  some  of 
its  lines,  and  iatoionA  of  i&em  con- 
founding prii^oiples  with  practice, 
and  theneftHre  worthy  of  tti  writer 
of  The  Gatkf^r'M  Saturda}^  Night : 
but  will  thw,  Stanley  say  that  in  his 
Holy  F(Mir\  and  in  his  most  pungent 
pieces  (to  &S6y  nothing  of.^everal  of 
his  other  poeme^  Th&  Jolly  Beggars 
for  example),  there  is  no  downright 
delighting  in  things  irreligious,  and 
that  we  must  not  all  regret,  with 
the  poet's  mother  and  brother,  and 
most  genial  critics,  that  Bums 
should  have  been  tempted  to  deal 
with  such  subjects?  ®  The  power 
these  poems  show,  I  am  npt  con- 
cerned about  as  to  its  degree,  but 
its  use ;  and  that,  it  is  needless  to» 
say,  is  of  the  earth,  earthy — ^the^ 
most  decisive  proof  that^  whatever 
Bums  was,  it  was  not  *  a  prophet.' 
The  same  must  be  said  of  muck 
else  he  has  written,  peerless  in. 
beauty  as  it  is,  and  unapproaohed 
in  tenderness.  Like  Byron  in  \nA 
fiery  intellectual  force,  so  was  be 
like  him  in  his  whirlwind  play  of 
passion.  His  Songs  are  simply  mar- 
rellous,  excelling  all  other,  men's 
songs  in  their  charm  of  expression, 
whence  they  have  won  the  heart  of 
the  world,  the  laughter  and  tears  of 
all  who  speak  our  tongue^  And  yet 
who  will  say  that  they  have  not 
kindled  many  a  forbidden  flame  ? 
Who  has  not  many  times  vnshed 


•  I^e  and  Works  of  Robert  Bums,  by  R.  Chambers.    VoL  I.  pp.  82,  138,  27a 
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iiiat  the  laurel  had  grown  greener  on 
luB  brows,  and  that  he  had  attered 
nothing  base?  As  a  Poet  we  all 
know  and  love  him,  most  of  ns  cor- 
dially agreeing  with  Garljle's  tender 
and  eloquent  words  on  his  manifold 
kilties.  Bnt  as  a  Prophet,  whose 
life  and  lips  were  consistently  and 
continually  protesting  against  the 
more  notable  sins  and  folHes  of  the 
day,  it  is  impossible  for  us  so  to 
think  of  him — ^impossible. 

As  for  Scott's  religious  influence, 
tiie  Dean's  opinion  on  that  may  safely 
be  called  either '  a  traveller's  tale,'  or 
one  of  those  *  mare's  nests '  which 
quick-brained  students,  who  decide 
so  much  by  'intuition,'  are  always 
discovering.  He  has  come  in  the 
sweet  seclusion  of  his  study  to  see 
in  the  characters  and  scenes  of  the 
Waverley  Novels  what  he  claims  for 
them.  But  who  else  has  found  what 
he  has  P  Who  sees  as  he  sees  ? 
What  traces  in  Scottish  thought  or 
among  the  Scottish  peasantry  has 
he  found  of  the  power  he  speaks  of  P 
Scotland  owes  much,  very  much,  to 
her  great  Novelist,  and  has,  as  we 
all  lately  saw,  been  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge this  :  his  gallery  of 
worthies  she  proudly  pomts  to  as 
next  in  power  and  genuine  human 
interest  to  those  of  the  greater 
Shakespeare :  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  she  ever  believed  she  was 
indebted  to  him  for  any  of  her 
religious  ideas,  or  thought  of  him  as 
a  *  great  religious  teacher,'  who  had 
lifted  and  cleared  her  spiritual 
horizon.  Now,  however,  that  the 
reh'gious  worth  of  Old  Mortality  and 
Ouy  Mannering  and  the  rest  of  that 
wonderful  series  has  been  pointed 
out,  it  is  just  possible  of  course  that 
all  of  us,  our  Northern  neighbours 
especially,  may  see  cause  to  change 
our  opinions.  As  yet,  however,  our 
neighbours  have  not  gone  to  him  to 
find  lessons  for  the  right  regulating 
of  their  lives,  for  clearer  views  of 


Faith  and  Duty,  for  glimpses  of  ihe 
Land  that  is  a&r  off.  *  It  would  re- 
quire a  separate  lecture  to  point  out 
the  services  which  he  has  rendered 
to  the  Church  of  Great  Britain  as 
well  as  of  Scotland,'  says  the  Dean. 
There  are  not  many  of  the  same 
opinion.^ 

If  on  points  like  these,  lying 
within  the  range  of  any  man's  ob- 
servation, the  Dean  has  caught  up 
opinions  for  which  there  are  no  real 
grounds,  it  must  be  from  some 
WTongness  in  his  mode  of  observing, 
or  some  feiult  in  his  judgment,  or 
from  both.  I  believe  it  is  from 
both.  These  two  men  he  exalts 
into  positions  only  claimed  by  thmr 
countrymen  and  others  for  Knox 
and  Chalmers.  The  proofr  he  gives 
of  this  are  personal  opinions !  He 
has  himself  received  certain  impres- 
sions from  them,  and  certain  infla- 
ences  from  their  writings;  and 
dwelling  on  these,  away  from  all 
counterbalancing  influences,  and 
letting  drop,  unawares,  out  of  view 
all  doubtful  aspects  of  their  histoiy, 
charmed  by  Uieir  splendid  intd- 
lectual  gifts  and  their  large  human 
kindness,  he  has  come  to  think  of 
them  and  feel  towards  them  verj 
tenderly,  and  making  himself  a 
measure  of  others,  must  needs  sap- 
pose  that  what  they  have  been  to 
him  they  have  been  to  most. 
And  so,  strong  in  his  own  par- 
tialities, and  oonfldent  in  their 
soundness,  and  without  ascertaining 
first  of  all  and  beyond  doubt  the 
actual  state  of  things,  he  startles  his 
hearers  in  Scott's  'own  romantic 
town '  by  his  announcement  of  a 
new  'prophet,'  and  of  a  great 
unknown  '  religious  teacher.' 

The  same  idealising  tendcoipy 
leads  him  in  his  fourth  lecture  into 
several  minor  mistakes  about  liv- 
ing or  recently  living  men.  He 
confounds  their  potential  witb 
their  actual  influence.    To  be  thus 


*  Carlyle's  Tery  emphatic  opinion  as  to  both  Scott  and  Bums,  is  directly  the  co&traij 
of  the  I)ean*8.    So  is  Professor  Wilson's  as  to  Burns. 
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is  to  be  poetical,  not  judicial,  not  his- 
torical. The  poetic^  element  is  the 
leading  one  in  Dean  Stanley's  mind, 
however ;  the  source  of  the  finest 
and  most  satisfactory  parts  of  his' 
writings.  So  long  as  he  is  dealing 
with  matters  which  suit  this  kind 
of  mind,  we  are  in  a  master's  hand ; 
so  soon,  however,  as  we  come  to 
matters  demanding  a  decisive  alter- 
native, a  clear  samming  np,  on 
which  action  may  at  once  be  iaken, 
the  hand  grows  undecided.  Let  his 
historical  imagination  work  on  the 
for  Past,  and  yon  have  pictures 
which  give  serenest  satisfiiction,  as 
his  Egyptian  and  Palestinian  ones, 
his  Council  of  Nicasa,  his  portraits 
of  the  Fathers  of  the  Jewish  Church  ; 
hot  where  a  full  acceptance  or  rejec- 
tion, with  all  the  grounds  of  either, 
is  proper,  where  a  careful  scrutiny 
and  a  frank  statement  of  all  the 
facts  of  the  case  are  demanded,  a 
golden  haze  steals  over  the  scene, 
and  you  generally  miss  what  you 
most  desire.  His  is  not  a  keen,  in- 
cisive intellect.  On  the  contrary, 
he  hates  whatever  supposes  final 
settlement,  and  turns  away  in  grief 
or  in  scorn  from  those  who  press 
for  fixed  forms  of  thought  or  wor 
ship.  So  many  points  he  sees,  and 
so  many  possibilities,  that  he  feels 
bonnd  to  let  dogmas  and  decisions 
very  much  alone.  >  And  looking 
hack  over  the  history  of  Christen- 
dom he  sees  in  the  horrors  of  her 
religious  wars  the  most  persuasive 
of  reasons  to  this  course  for  himself 
and  others. 

A  man  of  this  mental  idiosyn- 
crasy has  no  scent  of  battle,  and  is 
all  but  sure  to  be  a  lover  of  peace  at 
any  price.  Hence  it  was  a  mistake, 
I  think,  for  the  Dean  of  Westmin- 
ster to  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  history  of  a  Church  which  liter- 
ally bristles  with  the  records  of 
liatUe  and  dissension,  and  whose 
leading  characters  and  events  are 


such  as  he  constitutionally  most 
dislikes  and  avoids.  How  could  he 
succeed,  his  nature  and  his  educa- 
tion being  what  they  are  ?  £[ad  he 
no  prescience  of  this  himself  ?  Had 
he  no  prescience  either  that  great 
national  movements  can  only  be 
understood  by  the  people  whose 
disposition  they  represent  ?  If,  as 
is  most  likely,  he  had,  his  wisdom 
would  surely  have  been  to  have 
decided  to  let  it  alone,  contenting 
himself  with  saying  of  Scottish 
Presbyterianism  what  the  gifted 
Bunsen  once  said  of  English  Pro- 
testantism, that  for  his  part  he 
could  not  conceive  how  we  had 
managed  to  come  by  such  a  thing. 
He  decided  otherwise,  and  hence 
his  capital  errors  as  an  historian. 

I  have  said  above  that  ^he  has 
missed — or  it  may  he  ignored — the 
central^  cardinal  principle  of  the  re* 
ligimts  history  of  Scotland*  Nearly 
ail  Scotsmen  are  proud  of  the  his- 
tory of  their  country  from  the  Re- 
formation to  the  Revolution;  and 
most  historians,  I  prefer  not  to 
name  the  exceptions,  think  they 
have  iust  cause.  Why  ?  For  from 
the  hour  when  the  old  Church 
utterly  and  ignominiously  fell» 
hardly  one  voice  being  lifted  in  its 
behalf,  to  the  hour  when  William 
of  Orange  gave  peace  to  Britain, 
the  history  of  Scotland  and  of  the 
Scottish  Church  is  the  history  of  a 
contest  between  the  pretensions  of 
the  Crown  and  the  privileges  of  the 
People.  The  hour  which  rang  the 
knell  of  the  Romish  Priesthood  was 
the  birth-hour  of  the  Scottish 
People  ;  and  with  Knox  as  their 
spiritual  and  political  father,  they 
originated  and  adopted  ideas  which 
struck  at  the  root  of  all  power  not 
based  upon  the  free  will  of  the 
people.  Popular  election  and  pop^i^ 
lar  representation  were  the  grand 
fundamental  ideas  of  the  Reformed 
Church,^    If  allowed  to  operate  at 


'Bway  on  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of  Scotland,  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  1849^  di.  ii. 
An  acute,  philosophical  tract. 
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all,  sucli  ideas  could  not  fail  of  con- 
sequences to  the  governed  and  the 
governing  classes  which  in  the  end 
would  be  twice  blessed.  But  Ar- 
bitrary, irresponsible  power,  the 
divine  right  of  kings,  was  still  a 
consecrated  weapon,  which  no  voice 
had  yet  successfully  called  in 
question  nor  force  struck  down. 
In  Scotland,  however,  and  by  the 
Scottish  Church  or  Nation,  for  they 
were  one,  this  was  now  to  be  done. 
Whatever  were  the  forms  of  it, 
whatever  the  manner  and  matter 
of  argument,  it  was  ever  the  same 
principle  which  was  involved  in  the 
contests  which  began  in  1560,  the 
principle,  namely,  of  the  Liberty  of 
the  People.  Knox  struggled  for 
it  against  Mary  Stuart---Melville 
against  King  James — ^Henderson 
and  the  Covenanters  against 
Charles  I.  and  his  sons.  He  who 
does  not  see  this,  does  not  see  at  all ; 
and  he  who  sees  it  and  does  not  tell 
it  out  in  clearest  tones,  juggles  with 
the  most  momentous  facts  in  our 
history,  and  cheats  those  men  who 
made  them,  of  their  due  reward, 
the  homage  of  generations  who 
enjoy  the  blessings  they  won. 

K  this  was  the  priceless  heritage 
bequeathed  by  tnese  men,  little 
wonder  that  their  names  ring 
through  Scotland  tDl  this  hour, 
and  their  memories  are  hallowed 
above  all  others.  But  it  is  not 
Scotsmen  only  who  delight  to  honour 
them.  Our  English  Reformation 
and  our  English  Revolution  would 
have  been  very  different  in  their 
outcome  but  for  the  dauntlessness 
and  long-enduring  patience  of  these 
men.  Hence  our  great  historical 
writers  invariably  point  out  and 
dwell  upon  the  sublime  heroism  of 
the  Scottish  people  as  decade  after 
decade  they  bore  the  most  brutal 
and  pitiless  persecution  ever  known 
in  Britain,  rather  than  acknowledge 


the  arbitrary  vdll  of  the  Stuarts 
above  the  free  will  of  the  people;  and 
that  so  bearing  they  again  and  again 
hurled  theiroppressors  to  the  ground, 
until  after  weary,  hopeless  years  of 
endurance  and  faithfulness  to  their 
principles,  they  broke  and  helped  to 
break  for  ever  the  yoke  of  their 
tyrants,  and  saw  the  blessed  dawn 
of  a  constitutional  government 
Their  peculiarities  of  thought  and 
speech,  and  much  of  their  manner 
and  matter  of  argument,  seem  tons, 
as  we  see  them  on  the  pages  of 
history,  as  the  natural  costume  of 
that  age,  and  do  not  for  a  moment 
hinder  their  noble  daring  and  their 
nobler  suffering  in  the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty  commanding 
our  highest  admiration.  Hardly 
more  does  their  fanaticism,  and 
bigotry,  and  intolerance  afibct  us, 
since  these  are  the  necessaiy  fruits 
of  persecution,  and  for  them  the 
persecutors  are  accountable  more 
than  the  persecuted. 

Such  is  the  interpretation  of  the 
great  struggle  of  the  Scottish  Church 
and  Commons  in  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries,  against  the 
Stuart  princes,  by  our  best  histori- 
ans.^ Such  is  the  sum  of  the  many 
versions  of  it  as  told  by  the  old 
annalists,  if  we  put  onrselves  in  the 
place  of  the  men  they  are  writing 
about,  and  compare  their  statements. 
Such  is  thebeUef  of  all  Presbyterian 
Scotsmen  concerning  their  fore- 
fathers, who  bore  the  burden  and 
heat  of  that  day.  And  if,  turning 
from  the  wide  theatre  of  these  events 
to  the  greatly  more  limited  and  less 
known  one  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
we  shall  find  the  very  same  prin- 
ciples warring  with  one  another,  in 
a  less  deadly  but  still  in  a  most  cha- 
racteristic form  !  In  the  sixteenth 
century  the  battle  was  between 
Protestantism  and  Popery ;  in  the  se- 
venteenth century  it  was  between 


•Gardiner's  History  of  England,  1603-1616,  Vol.  I.  ch.  ix. ;  Hallam's  History  of 
England,  ch.  xvii. ;  Macaulay's  History  of  England,  ch.  i.  ii.  ir.  ri.  Especially,  and 
as  a  oomment  on  the  whole  period,  see  the  splendid  passage  in  Buckle's  Hisi^m/  qf 
Civilisation  in  England,  Vol.  III.  end  of  ch.  ii. 
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Presbyieiy  and  Prelacy;  in  the  eight- 
eenth century  it  was  between  Patron- 
age and  Popular  Bights.^®  It  is, 
therefore,  in  one  or  other  form  the 
great  principle  of  the  Liberty  of  the 
People  to  think,  to  speak,  to  worship 
according  to  their  own  laws,  however 
disguised  and  however  expressed, 
which  is  involved  in  the  chief  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  commotions  of 
these  centuries.  A  simple,  easily 
defined,  easily  discerned  principle, 
which  none  of  us,  surely,  whose 
Hberties  are  so  great  and  so  secure, 
can  be  blind  to  or  will  ignore. 

Let  us  now  see  what  is  Dean 
Stanley's  interpretation  of  these 
events. 

'The  firsifeature  which  marks  the 
Scottish  religion  of  the  last  three 
centurieSy  is  its  stubborn  inde- 
pendence. When  James  VL  saw 
in  London  Mrs.  Welsh,  the  daughter 
of  John  Knox,  he  asked  her  how 
many  bairns  her  father  had  left,  and 
whether  they  were  lads  or  lasses. 
She  answered,  "three,"  and  that  they 
were  all  lasses.  '*  God  be  thanked  !  " 
said  the  king,  lifting  up  both  his 
hands ;  "  for  if  they  had  been  three 
lads,  I  never  could  have  brooked  my 
three  kingdoms  in  peace." 

'The  feeling  of  King  James  to- 
wards John  Knox  and  his  actual 
children  may  well  have  been  felt  at 
times  by  many  reasonable  men 
towards  his  spiritual  children.  Had 
each  of  the  three  kingdoms  been  in- 
habited by  a  Church  an  sturdy  and 
as  unmanageable  as  that  which  took 
«p  its  ahode  in  Scotland^  it  may  be 
^sily  believed  that  the  rulers  of 
Great  Britain  would  have  had  no 
light  task  before  them. 
*  *  The  independence  of  the  Scottish 
Church  belongsin  fact  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  the^cottish  race.  .  .  .  And 
so  the  early  history  of  the  Scottish 
Presbytierian  Church  has  been  one 
long  struggle  of  dogged  resistance  to 


superior  power,  "  Scotland  must  be 
rid  of  Scotland  unless  we  gain  deli- 
verance," was  the  djring  speech  of 
the  martyr  Ren  wick.* " 

Is  that  put  quite  ingenuously? 
Wliat  is  such  a  statement  likely  to 
produce  on  the  ordinary  *  well- 
informed'  reader's  mind,  and  es- 
pecially on  the  minds  of  those  who 
look  up  to  Dean  Stanley  as  an  his- 
torical authority,  but  these  two 
impressions:  (i)  That  the  Scottish 
Church  was  nothing  more  than  a 
body  of  perverse,  obstinate  men, 
with  no  particular  grievance,  yet 
whom  nothing  would  please  which 
King  James  might  offer  them ;  and 
(2)  That  they  delighted  in  resisting 
whatever  counsels  and  commands 
came  from  England,  simply  because 
they  did  come  from  England  ?  The 
statement  is  explicit  and  unquali- 
fied; and  with  the  anecdote  of 
James,  which  he  might  have  given 
entirCy^^  and  the  lecturer's  remark 
upon  it  in  our  ears,  I  do  not  see 
what  other  impressions  it  can  make, 
or  what  other  inferences  may  be 
drawn  firom  it>,  than  these  two  most 
erroneous  ones. 

Nationalism,  there  is  no  doubt, 
and  as  it  could  not  fail  to  be,  was  an 
active  element  in  Scottish  society 
at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  a 
subtile  influence  in  the  air  which 
showed  itself  now  and  then  unrea- 
sonably enough,  as  Elizabeth's  en- 
voy, Sir  Ralph  Sadler,  knew  to  his 
cost ;  but  this  was  not  the  Nation- 
alism we  hear  in  Renwick's  bitter 
words.  Between  this  and  that 
phase  of  it  three-quarters  of  a  cen- 
tury  elapsed,  odious  with  kingly 
and  priestly  follies.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  period  James  came  to 
the  throne  ;  and  from  that  moment 
it  lay  with  him  to  make  the  future 
of  his  country.  Never  had  king  a 
more  splendid  opportunity  and  a 
fairer  chance    for    giving  a  firm, 


'* '  And,'  to  continue  the  judicious  Churchman  I  quote, '  the  contest  has  been  obstinately 
maintained  till  the  piesent  day.'     Church  History  of  Scotland,  by  Rev.  J.  Cunningham. 


Vol  U.  p.  418. 
.   "Pp.  61, 62. 


"  And  which  the  reader  would  do  well  to  see,  M'Crie'a  Lfe  of  Knox» 
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broad  settlement  to  the  two  new 
theories  of  that  age,  the  concla- 
sions  of  Protestantism  as  to  right 
of  private  judgment  and  as  to 
pei*sonal  liberty.  In4eed,  it  is  not 
too  mnch  to  say,  that  it  depended 
on  James  alone  to  decide  whether 
that  liberty,  'which  must  eventually 
find  its  way  into  the  eoclesiastical 
system,  was  to  enter  with  peace  and 
charity  in  its  train,  or  whether  it 
was  only  to  be  attained  after  long 
years  of  civil  strife.  Like  so  many 
of  his  ill-starred  race,  he,  how- 
ever, was  blind  to  the  possibilities 
and  signs  of  the  times,  or,  if  not 
blind,  was  incapable ;  and  so  what 
might  have  been  a  great  policy 
degenerated  in  his  hands  into  a 
personal  struggle.*^  The  usual  con- 
sequences followed.  Opposed  at 
every  important  turn  by  the  Pres- 
byterian leaders,  in  carrying  out 
his  own  will  or  his  own  interpreta- 
tion of  the  laws,  he  by-and-by 
transferred  his  dislike  of  the  leaders 
to  their  principles,  until  he  came,  ere 
his  accession  to  the  English  Crown,to 
entertain  decided  thoughts  of  crush- 
ing both  them  and  their  principles. 
If  James,  then,  as  the  *  superior 
power '  forced  his  people  to  *  re- 
sistance,' why  speak  of  that  re- 
sistance  as  belonging,  in  the  exclu- 
sive sense  of  the  expression,  *  to 
the  independence  of  the  Scottish 
race '  P  Did  never  another  people, 
or  part  of  a  people,  resist  their 
king  on  behalf  of  their  civil  and 
religious  liberties  ?  Was  it  not, 
moreover,  a  sacred  duty  in  their 
circumstances  to  resist,  even  ac- 
cording to  the  Dean's  own  princi- 
ples as  elsewhere  laid  down?'* 
Besides,  up  till  this  time  the  strag- 
gle was  a  purely  Scottish  and 
strictly  constitutional  struggle,  in 
which  no  *  foreign '  element  had 
entered.  It  is  a  mere  fancy, 
therefore,  in  which  the  Englishman 


is  more  evident  than  the  historical 
critic,  and,  worst  of  all,  by  which '  the 
leading  features'  of  the  struggle 
are  quite  lost  sight  of,  to  account 
in  this  way  for  the  stubborn  inde- 
pendence of  Scottish  religion.  Was 
it  a  mere  national  illusion,  '  a  halo 
of  antique  splendour '  as  the  Dean 
asserts,  or  was  it  a  principle,  the 
one  inalienable  Divine  right  of  re- 
sponsible beings,  newly  discovered 
in  the  Scriptures,  which  these  men 
witnessed  for  ?  And  was  not  their 
stubbornness  bred  in  them,  as  stab- 
bomness  usually  is  in  a  nation,  by 
long-continued  opposition  or  op- 
pression ?  A  wider  generalisation 
of  the  undoubted  history  of  these 
seventy-five  years  than  he  seems 
to  have  yet  obtained,  will  probably 
convince  the  Dean  that  he  has 
here  confounded  two  very  difierent 
things — namely,  resistance  for  re- 
sistance' sake  and  resistance  for 
righteousness'  sake. 

As  to  the  Presbyterian  leaders. 
History  repeats  itself.  One  Decem- 
ber day,  eighteen  years  after  James 
had  become  King  of  England,  a 
deputation  of  the  Commons  waited 
upon  him  to  present  a  petition  con- 
cerning an  extraordinary  letter  ho 
had  sent  them  a  few  days  before, 
on  the  freedom  of  their  debates. 
*  Place  twelve  ann-clmirs^*  he  called 
out  to  his  attendants  when  the 
members  were  introduced,  *I  am 
going  to  receive  twelve  hings.^^^ 
Suppose  this,  like  that  other  anec- 
dote, were  given  as  an  apposite 
illustration  of  the  constitutional 
crisis  of  that  day;  and  that  the 
comments  of  the  Dean  on  the  one 
were  applied  to  the  other,  as  they 
properly  enough  may.  The  general 
matters  they  refer  to  are  parallel 
in  their  chief  points.  Those  Com- 
mons challenged  the  right  of  the 
King  to  interfere  with  their  privi- 
leges.   So  had  the  Scottish  Church. 


"  Gardiner's  History  of  England^  Vol.  I.  p.  i6i. 

*♦  An  Address  on  the  Connection  of  Church  and  State,  pp.  9,  10.     1868. 

"  December  1621.  Hume,  ch.  zlviii. ;  but  compare  him  with  Gardiner's  Prince  Charles 
and  the  Spanish  Marriage^  VoL  II.  ch.  viii. ;  and  Forster's  ^  John  Eliot^  Vol.  I. 
book  iii. 
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The  Parliament  they  represented 
was  *  sturdy '  and  '  unmanageable ' 
above  any  previons  Parliaments. 
So  had  the  Scottish  Church  been. 
Suppose,  therefore,  it  were  said 
that  the  feeling  of  King  James 
towards  his  Commons  may  well 
have  been  felt  at  times  by  many 
reasonable  men  towards  their  poli- 
tical children ;  and  that  nothing 
but  dispeace  and  distraction  could 
come  by  such  men — should  we,  as 
their  children,  not  instantly  feel 
that  this  was  to  imply  that  the 
fathers  of  our  liberties  were  the 
fosterers  of  obstruction  and  an- 
archy ?  And  we  should  be  justified 
in  so  feeling.  Similarly,  I  doubt 
not,  did  the  Dean's  audience  feel 
when  he  implied  the  same  con- 
cerning the  first  Pilgrim  Fathers, 
and  the  first  Confessors  in  the 
cause  of  civil  and  rehgious  liberty 
under  the  Stuarts,  who,  it  is  time 
now  it  were  generally  known,  were 
not  Englishmen  but  Scotsmen;^* 
and  concerning  that  ecclesiastical 
polity  which,  be  its  faults  what 
they  may,  has  done  so  much  for  the 
common  people  of  Scotland. 

The  lecturer  left  his  audience  in 
no  doubt  of  his  meaning.  As  illustra- 
tions of  the  troth  of  what  he  said, 
he  gave  *  two  well-known  scenes 
which  bring  out  clearly  these  feel- 
ings of  antagonism  and  inde- 
pendence.* 

The  first  one  was  the  *  rejection  ' 
of  the  English  Liturgy,  July  23, 
1637,  the  famous  scene  in  St.  Giles' 
Church,  Edinburgh,  when  Jenny 
Geddes  threwher  stool  at  the  Dean's 
head  for  daring  to  read  there  his 
'black,  Popish,  and  superstitious 
book.'  Everybody  knows  the  story, 
and  nearly  everybody,  I  had  thought, 
knew  its  significance.  The  Dean, 
however,  doubts  if  *  the  result  of  that 
fEital  day  can  be  imagined  in  these 
more  peaceful  days.'   He  thinks  too 


that  *  had  they  waited  till  the  Dean 
had  read  the  collect,  as  innocent 
and  beautiM  an  expression  of  prayer 
as  could  be  found  in  any  part  of  the 
services  of  either  Church,  it  is  pos- 
sible that  they  might  even  then 
have  champed  their  minds,*  Finally, 
he  remarks:  ^ No  doubt  the  exaspe- 
ration had  its  root  in  the  in- 
domitable native  vigour  of  which 
we  have  been  speaking.  The  in- 
trinsic  slightness  of  the  incidents 
which  roused  it,  is  the  best  proof  of 
the  force  of  the  feeling.  It  is  i/iu 
structive  as  an  insta/nce  of  the 
folly  of  pressing  outward  fortnSy  how- 
ever  innocent^  on  those  who  cannot 
understand  them,'  *^ 

The  other  one,  which  happened 
seven  months  after,  was  the  still 
more  famous  scene  of  the  adoption 
of  the  National  Covenant.  *  Of  all 
national  confessions  of  Faith  ever 
adopted,  at  least  in  these  realms, 
it  is  the  one  which  for  the  time 
awakened  the  widest  and  the  deepest 
enthusiasm,'  he  says.  Its  object 
was  *  to  defend  the  rights  of  Pres- 
bytety  in  Scotland;'  and  the  en- 
thusiasm with  which  this  was  re- 
ceived '  is  one  of  the  most  signal 
proofs  of  the  power  of  Scottish 
religion  to  enkindle  the  whole 
nation.'  *The  rapid  subsidence, 
however,  of  this  enthusiasm  even 
at  the  time,'  the  Dean  goes  on  to  say, 
*  its  almost  total  disappearance  now^ 
even  amongst  those  who  might  be 
thought  of  the  direct  spiritual  li- 
neage of  those  who  imposed  it,  is  a 
striking  example,  both  to  Scotland 
and  all  the  world,  of  the  transitory 
nature  of  those  outward  expressions 
of  party  zeaZy  which  at  the  moment 
seem  all-importanL*  ^^ 

These  remarks  put  the  points  in 
question  beyond  all  doubt.  As  de- 
scriptive and  explanatory,  however, 
of  the  great  Presbyterian  movement 
of  1640,  they  appear  to  me  among 


*•  M'Crie  {Life  of  Melville^  ch.  viii.)  complains  of  the  injustice  done  to  the  memofy 
of  these  men  by  English  writers.  There  is  much  less  reason  now.  See  Gardiner's 
Hutcry  of  England^  ch.  iz. 

"  P^.  69-72.    The  italics  are  ours.  "  Pp.  74,  75. 
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the  most  smgnlar  in  reoent  Hsiorical 
eriticifim,  uid  snoh  5s  everj  stndent 
of  tibat  period,  open  to  the  &ctB  and 
probabilities  of  the  two  parties,  may 
very  jufitly  complain  of.  For,  like 
some  of  Home's  most  cbaracteristio 
passages,  they  produce  iAi&x  im- 
pression rather  by  what  is  not  said 
than  by  what  is  said. 

Take  the  Dean's  first  illostration. 
So  is  it  spoken  of  that  the  cursory 
reader  will  indeed  find  it  impossible 
to  imaginewhat  might  be  the  result 
of .  evening  Laud's  Prayer  Book. 
Not,  ,  however,  because  of  'i^ese 
more  peaceful  days,'  in  which  we 
kikow  as  mudi  at  least  as  those  men 
did  of  the  electric  nature  of  words 
and  signs,  but  simply  because  no 
&ct8  are  presented  to  our  imagina- 
txQSL  NotJiing  is  said  of  the  long 
train  of  cirennwtanoes  wiiich  had  by 
this  time  conirerted  the  nation,  le- 
gally and  eoclesiasttcally,  into  a 
rebel  eamp.  Not  a  word  do  we  hear 
of  the  'maladministration  of  James 
and  Charles;  not  a  whisper  about 
the  ezasperatingoppreBsion  of  those 
years.  So  carried  along,  we  cannot 
but  think  that  the  hearers  of  ike 
Dean  of  Edinbur^  might  certainly 
have  waited  till  the  collect  was  read, 
for  then  they  would  have  understood 
bow  innocent  and  goodly  a  form  of 
worship '  Black  Prelacy  *  ^^  was,  and 
would  not  have  risen  into  open  revolt 
against  it.  And  because  they  did 
not  wait  and  hear,  but  instantly  rose 
in  wrath  against  the  Dean,  we  have 
*no  doubt'  that  Biey  were  mere 
'  stubborn '  schismatics. 

But  why  are  we  not  told  of  these 
things,  '  the  leading  features '  of  that 
period  ?  Not  because  the  Dean 
himself  cannot  imagine  that  scene ; 
and  not  because  he  is  ignorant  of  the 
causes  which  led  up  steadily  and 


sullenly  and  most  surely  to  it.  Is 
it  that  the  Church  of  Whitgift  and 
Laud  is  so  dear  to  bim  that  he  can- 
not bring  himself  here  to  coikfess 
and  denounce  her  sins,  and  tibus  give 
grounds  for  repeating  in  our  day  the 
old  taunt  so  often  applied  to  the 
ecclesiastical  historians,  that  the 
nearer  they  are  the  Chul<di  the 
further  from  chariiy?  No  man  can 
know  better  what  that  Ckurdh  had 
identified  itself  with  in  Sobtland, 
and  what  the  public  readii^^  of  the 
Liturgy  therefore  meant.  ■  Xethe 
speaks  as  though  he  knew  not;  The 
Dean  in  that  pulpit  was  an  iirtoler- 
able  offence  to  the  nation,  'as  the  re- 
presentative  of  a  form  of  xeligioits 
worship  which  had  been  so  enforced 
upon  uie  people  that  they  naturally 
came  to  hate  it  and  its  upholders 
wiili  a  perfect  hatred.*®  It-^as  one 
of  those  insane  acts  which  tiie 
Stuarts  and  their  satellites  were  so 
prone  to  do.  Jenny's  stool,  there* 
fore,  was  the  first  ^ot  fired  against 
the  common  foe — the  match  whidt 
lit  the  train — the  first  peal  of  the 
long  pent-up  thunder  storm,  winch 
no  Dean  or  collect  belonging  to  the 
Church  of  Laud  could  have  changed, 
or  could  have  charmed  into  '  simt- 
ness  and  light.'  It  was  a  ^rcjeotioD,' 
because  for  many  long  years  tiiere 
had  been  a  '  forcing.'  Should  not 
the  lecturer  have  told  ns  of  this 
before  describing  that?  Whoever 
will  candidly  consider  what  this 
*  forcing '  was  up  till  that  moment, 
will  have  *  no  doubt,'  like  our  best 
writers,  that  it  was  the  'root'  of 
the  *  antagonism '  and  '  exasperation ' 
spoken  of ;  and  whoever  will  further 
consider  what  it  was  till  1688,  will 
probably  wonder  with  the  present 
writer,  how  the  Dean  could  justify 
himself  in  his  silence  on  such  notable 


"  •  The  real  origin  of  "  Black  Prelacy,"  *  says  the  Dean,  is  found  in  the  custom  of  the 
Episcopalian  clergy  of  those  days  offiaating  *  in  no  peculiar  dress,  or  else  generally  in 
black  gowns.'  I  hope  so.   We  hear  of  the  *  Black '  Acts,  and  of  the  *  Black  *  Indulgence. 
Was  not  their  common  origin  one  of  hatred? 

*>  See  Hallam's  England,  ch.  xvii.,  for  one  passage  out  of  many,  which  may  suffice :  '  It 
was  very  possible  that  Episcopacy  might  be  of  Apostolical  institution ;'  &c.  &c 
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imqniij.'^  And  most  of  ns  will  fi^ 
after  doing  so,  that  it  was  only 
worsening  niatters  yerj  mach  to 
saj  of  the  men  of  those  days:  >A11 
hcGooor  to  Scottish  Chorchmen  for 
the  stabboxainesS'Of  th^  fight,  then* 
derotion  of  th^mselFes  not  only  to 
death,  bnt  at  times  even,  to  absun- 
dity,  for  wha^  w^re-  dee/nud  the  righis 
of  conscience  and  the  sctcredneee  of 
truth  and  the  glorij  cf  Scotland,^  ^^ 

Still  more.  We  ^all  only  thus  be 
able — ^to  turn .  to  the  Dean's  second 
ilkstration,  which  in  the  art  of  ex<r 
pressionv  is  like  the  first-^to  com- 
prehend   that    thrilling    scene    in 
Greyfriars  chnrdiyardy  where,  all 
hope  of  better  measures  being  gone, 
the  best  men  in  the  realm  issued  a 
natipnal  protest    against    the   un« 
constitutiQnal    attcimpts  <^  Charlee 
and  hi&  ministers  on  their  liberties* 
Of  those  attempts  and  of  those  li- 
berties we  hear  nothing  from  the 
Dean.     It  was  ^  the.  rights  of  Pres-* 
bytery  in  Scotland/  he  s^vs,*  those 
men  were  determined  to  defend,  ^q 
doubt  it  was,  but  what  were  the^ 
'  lights '  P    It  is  clear^  at  any  rate^ 
ihskiJiey.were  wxtre  than  thaij^hrus^ 
can  pofmbly  suggest,  to  oun  $ar ;  fov 
here  was  a  scene  recalling,  those  the 
most  meipiiorable  scenes  in  history 
when  men    have    risen    feai^lessly 
against  their  rulers  todemand  their 
natural  rights.     '  Not  a  revolt,  but 
a  revolution/  was  this,  produced,  as 
all  such,  revolutions,  are,  by  a  con- 
currence   of   what    Buckle  appro- 
priately calls  *  general  causes.*    Not 
an  ecclesiastical  squabble  between 
HTal  priesthoods  and  theirpartisans, 
like  the  squabbles  which  disgraced 
the  early  Church — as  it  has  some- 
times been  narrowed  down  to  and 
understood — ^butanational  struggle, 
in  which  the    great    piinciples  of 
civil  and    religious    liberty    were 
involved.    No  such  definition  of  the 
issues  at  stake  as  the  Dean  has  given 


i 


can  therefore  be  acc^ted  as  satis- 
fisbotoxy. 

Thi  is  no.  *  open"  questkm  *  of 
bistory,  as  neither,  indeed,  is  the 
Ibrmer.  Let  tiber  &idts,  the  follies, 
tile  exoesses,  and  the  crimes  of  those 
men.be  eveti  more  than  they  were— 
yet  why  not  owb  tiw  noble  stand 
they  mi^i against  the  ^thorough' 
schemeb  of)  Imud  and  Strafford  and 
OharleaP  It  is  one  of  the  beat  sup- 
ported'&ptB  in*  English  history  tlwt 
'  the  rights  of  Presbytery  in  Sc^t" 
land '  were  pracirieally  identioal  with 
all  that  tended  Awards  civil  and  re- 
ligious puogrees;  and  that  the 'cladms 
()f  Prelacy,  vreye  praotioally  identical 
withraUtikat  tended  towardaoppres* 
sion.  This  mf^  have  been  plainly 
said*  But  li^re,  as  rbefore,  the 
broader,  'philQS€|>hical  a«peotB  of  the 
^ubjept,.  those lof  most  interest  and 
insibniQtion  torus,  are.  passed  over 
for  i}k»  miikor:  (md  aoc^ental.ones. 
Heoce,  or  partly  hence,,  the. impress 
sion  you  qatoh  up  is  a  cnriooBfy  in- 
exact imd  indefinite  one.  Nothing 
has  set  the  indignation,  ^aglow*— 
nothing  has  stirred  the  heart  with 
noble  emotioa-^ou  hear  of  no  uiii- 
voDsal  prwcipW^-and,  as  I  saidr  at 
the  be^ningt  little  of  what  is  called 
'  the  judgment  of  posterity  *  on  the* 
representative  noen  and  actions. 
You  get  a  Dut<di  ipiotnre  instead  of 
the  pepuliacitieeof  the  period,.^  which 
inevitably  produce  an  exaggerated 
effect. .  X  ou,  therefore,  get  no  dear 
notion  of  the  historic  significance 
of  those  times.  Besembling  in  too 
many  pointo  the  histories  of  Sage 
and  Stephen  and  Qrub,  the  Dean's 
estimate  resembles  in  too  few  our 
later  students  of  Scottish  history. 
How  differently,  for  instance,  does 
one  of  our  most  distinguished  living 
Englishmen  write  of  this  period: 
^  What  has  the  Kirk  so  established 
done  for  Scotland  ?  Briefly,  w'e 
might  say,  it  has  continued  its  first 


"  Especially  when  his  pleasant  pages  on  the  relations  of  the.  Episcopal  Church  in 
Scotland  to  Presbyterianism,  and  on  '  its  persecutions/  are  remembered.     Pp.  41-45. 

'•p.es.  "Pp.  65, 67, 77, 78. 83, 85. 

1 1  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


456 


8tafdey*s  ^  Lectures  on  the  Church  of  Sco^nd,* 


[Apra 


ixmction  as  the  guardian  of  Scotidsh 
freedom.  Suppose  the  Kirk  had 
been  the  broad,  liberal,  philosophical, 
intellectnal  thing  which  some  people 
think  it  oaght  to  have  been,  how 
would  it  have  fjEured  in  that  crosade; 
how  altogether  would  it  have  en- 
countered those  surplices  of  Laud  or 
those  dragoons  of  Glayerhouse  ?'  The 
battle  had  to  be  fought  out  in  Scot- 
land  which  in  reality  was  the  battle 
between  liberty  and  despotism ;  and 
where,  except  in  an  intense,  burning 
conviction  that  they  were  maintain- 
ing Qod*B  cause  against  the  Devil, 
could  the  poor  Scotch  people  have 
found  the  strength  for  the  unequal 
struggle  which  was  forced  upon 
them  ?  Toleration  is  a  good  thing 
in  its  place  ;  but  you  cannot  tolerate 
what  will  not  tolerate  you,  and  is 
trying  to  cut  your  throat.  .  .  . 
The  Covenanters  fought  the  fight 
and  won  the  victory,  and  then,  and 
not  till  then,  came  all  the  blessed  or 
unblessed  finits  of  liberty.*  Here 
we  get  a  clear  glimpse  of  the  signi- 
ficance of  those  days  and  their 
*  dogged  resistance  * — of  the  *  root ' 
of  Ihe  '  exasperation '  above  spoken 
of — of  *  the  general  grandeur  of  the 
cause '  as  solely  springing  from  *  the 
"principles  at  stake.' 

So  much  for  the  Church  and  Com- 
mons of  Scotland  in  the  sixteenth 
century.  Let  us  now  turn,  though 
only  for  a  moment,  to  the  third 
lecture,  in  which  the  Church  of 
Scotland  in  the  eighteenth  century 
is  considered. 

The  leading  features  of  this  cen- 
tury are  its  Patronage  and  its 
Dissent.^*  Now,  many  of  us  have 
no  doubt  of  the  lawfulness  of  the 
former,  and  the  exceeding  foolish- 
ness, perhaps  unlawfulness,  of  the 
latter,  and  the  Dean  is  one.  This 
opinion  in  itself  could  not  disqualify 
him  for  his  subject,  in  the  eyes  of 


Scottish  Churchmen  at  least — yet, 
singular  to  say,  in  nothing  he  has 
said  has  he  offended  them  more 
than  in  his  treatment  of  the  men 
and  characteristics  of  this  centuiy. 
And  the  reasons  are  these. 

Firstly,  he  ignores  the  subject  of 
Patronage  altogether !  Whether 
right  or  whether  wrong  in  the  lec- 
turer's eyes,  this  was  surely  a 
strange  overlook  of  his.  Why, 
Patronage  meets  you  on  the  thres- 
hold of  the  century;  it  sounds  in 
your  ears  again  and  again  when  the 
Church  was  moved  to  its  centre  in 
connection  with  Erskine  and  Gil- 
lespie ;  it  was  in  every  man's 
thoughts  at  the  close.  Yet  none  of 
these  things  are  considered  by  the 
Dean.  He  deigns  no  heed  to  the 
popular  efforts  and  desire  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  fundaments? 
ideas  of  the  Church  against  the 
Jacobite  lords  and  lairds,  who,  in 
the  teeth  of  Carstairs,  smuggled  a 
Bill  through  Parliament  which 
struck  at  the  root  of  these — ^he  has 
no  word  on  ^the  forced  settlements' 
of  that  time,  the  disgrace  of  the 
Christianity  of  the  land — he  takes 
no  note  of  the  inevitable  effect  of 
patronage  in  such  circumstances  in 
producing  *an  enslaved  clergy 
amidst  an  indifferent  laity.*  Hardlj 
concealing  his  scorn  of  the  silliness 
or  absurdity  of  such  matters  and 
movements,  as  his  remarks  on 
Dissent^*  and  on  the  Disruption  '^ 
unequivocally  show,  he  turns  aside 
from  them  and  the  lessons  they  are 
telling  all  Scottish  Churchmen  of 
our  day,^'^  to  very  different  matters. 

Secondly,  he  admires  Moderatism 
and  theModerates.  Here  and  amongst 
these  the  Dean  delights  to  dwell. 
Philosophic  virtue  and  Evangelical 
grace  and  literary  culture  abide  here 
as  nowhere  else  in  Scotland.  Ther 
claim  as    their  pattern    the  most 


•*  Cunningham,  Vol.  II.  ch.  x.  xi.  and  xii.,  tells  the  story  with  admirable  spirit  and 
fullness;  Burton,  History  of  Scotland  (1689- 1748),  ch.  y.  xiv.  xix.  xx, ;  and  WodroV* 
Correfpondence.  »»  P.  64.  »•  P.  75. 

'^  As  seen  in  their  movement  for  abolition  of  the  Law  of  Patronage. 
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Apostolical  of  all  Protestant  Scots- 
men,  the  saintlj  Leigbton.  And  as 
a  man  will  do  with  the  friends  ho 
delights  to  honour,  the  Dean  gives 
CIS  several  charming  fall-lengths  of 
the  leaders  of  *'  the  Augustan  age ' 
of  Moderatism.  In  vain,  however, 
is  all  his  sweet  persuasiveness !  His 
aadience  looked  for  bread,  and  he 
gave  them  a  stone !  With  few  ex- 
ceptions they  resent  his  interpretfu 
tion  of  their  Church  history  in  those 
days,  and  lift;  their  eyes  in  wonder 
at  his  regard  for  the  men  who  bound 
the  yoke  of  patronage  on  the  neck 
of  their  fore&thers,and,  like  the  pre- 
lates in  the  sixteenth  century,  were 
imperiously  indifferent  to  the  wishes 
and  rights  of  the  people.  And,  trained 
at  the  feet  of  Chalmers,  or  still  better 
in  the  school  of  modem  political 
liberty,  as  these  men  have  been,  and 
whether  -within  or  without  the  pale 
of  the  Establishment,  they  could 
not  do  otherwise. 

One  word  more.  If  the  Dean  has 
&iled,  he  has  failed  for  reasons  we 
can  understand  and  respect,  which 
if  no  compliment  to  him  is  yet  what 
cannot  be  said  of  some  who  have 
attempted  the  same  task  and  failed. 
If  his  Erastianism,  of  which  he  is 


not  ashamed,  has  strongly  affected 
his  conceptions  of  the  past  and  his 
hopes  of  the  future  of  the  Scottish 
Church  (see  Lecture  IV.),  we  can 
easily  pardon  his  mistakes  because 
of  the  strength  of  his  convictions. 
Meanwhile  those  centuries  await 
their  philosophical  historian.  They 
are  worthy  of  one.  Every  historically 
famous  people  has  embodied  a  par- 
ticular idea  in  their  national  life. 
The  freshness  of  immortal  youth  is 
on  the  story  of  Ghreece.  The  splen- 
dour and  the  selfishness  of  mighty 
and  successful  manhood  rest  on  the 
annals  of  Home.  England  is  the 
august  and  honoured  mother  of 
constitutional  freedom.  To  Scot- 
land it  has  been  denied  to  raise 
temples  to  the  Beautiful,  to  create 
and  to  perfect  art,  and  to  preserve 
immortal  thoughts  in  language  as 
immortal ;  but  it  has  been  granted 
her  to  raise  altars  to  Truth  and 
Liberty,  and  to  develop  principles 
and  feelings  that  know  no  limits  of 
time  or  space.  Whence  Scottish 
history  is  regarded,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, with  a  heartier  sympathy  over 
the  civilised  world  than  those  of 
many  countries  of  far  greater  poli- 
tical importance. 
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ON  SOME   GRADATIONS  IN  THE  FORMS  OF 
AIOMAL  LIFE. 


IN  one  of  her  many  entertaining 
novels,  Mrs.  TroUope  introduces 
an  old  lady  describing  the  theory  of 
La  Marck  on  the  Origin  of  Species. 
In  the  course  of  l^er  description,  the 
old  lady  exclaims,  with  not  unnatu- 
ral astonishment,  ^  But  the  most  ex- 
traordinary thing  (excepting  one) 
is,  that  when  the  fishes  mairied, 
they  had  rats  for  children;  and 
when  the  rats  married,  they  had 
birds  ;  or  else  the  birds  came  first, 
and  they  were  confined  with  rats ; 
and  then  the  rats  had  cats,  I  be- 
lieve, and  the  cats  had  dogs,  and 
the  dogs  monkeys,  and  the  monkeys 
men  and  women.'  ^  A  year  or  two 
ago,  the  eloquent  and  estimable 
Bishop  of  Peterborough  won  a 
read^  laugh  from  his  audience  at 
Carlisle  by  the  following  observa- 
tion:  *'  There  is  now  a  theory  in 
&^hion  that  reh'gion  is  a  develop- 
ment of  clime  and  race,  just  as  men 
were  originally  develop^  from 
oysters  Euad  so  forth.'*  Another 
clerical  orator,  at  the  Nottingham 
Church  Congress  held  in  October 
of  last  year,  pointed  out  the  in- 
herent fallacy  of  Darwinism  by 
askine,  *Who  nursed  the  first 
child? '3  Great  laughter  followed 
the  question;  but  whether  his 
brethmi  were  laughing  with  the 
speaker,  or  at  him,  it  would  be  in- 
vidious to  surmise. 

Thousands  of  religious  teachers 
in  this  coxmtry  believe,  or  permit 
their  hearers  and  disciples  to  be- 
lieve, that  some  sixty  centuries  ago 
there  was  a  special  sudden  creation 
of  living  organisms  answering  to  the 
unnumbered  species  which  still  oc- 
cupy the  surface  of  our  globe.  The 
arguments  which  prove  this  opinion 
to  be  utterly  untenable,  have  been 
stated  over  and  over  again  by  men 


of  genius,  in  language  Uiat  even 
children  can  understand.  The  very 
stones  cry  out,  the  rocks  and  hol- 
low mountains  proclaim  the  ianth. 
Beyond  all  dispute  the  stratified 
masses  of  the  !  earth's  crust  have 
been  produced  by  the  slow  deposi- 
tion in  water  of  the  successive  lay- 
ers. From  beneath  the  ocean  eDC»r- 
mous  areas  of  these  deposits  have 
been  lifted  mile  upon  mile  abo^ 
the  ocean  leveL  Will  any  man  in 
his  senses  dare  to  stake  his  religion 
upon  the  hypothesis  that  six  £oa- 
sand  years  ago  the  tops  of  the 
Himalayan  mountains  were  under 
the  waters  of  the  s6a  P  At  a  h^ht 
of  eighteen  thousand  feet  fossil 
shells  have  been  found  which  must 
once  have  lived  in  salt  water.*  Let 
no  one  flatter  himself  that  th^ 
could  have  been  carried  to  their 
tomb  in  the  mountain  by  the 
Noachian  delude.  "The  deluge  could 
not  have  dropped  Oolitic  G^ells  on 
one  mountain  and  Silurian  shells 
on  another.  It  could  not  have  in- 
serted brganiam^ofibhecarboniferoiis 
period  into  the  middle  of  a  hill, 
neither  could  it  have  laid  them  on 
the  top,  and  then  neatly  covered 
them  up  with  another  thousand 
feet  of  stratification.  If  the  deluge 
sprinkled  shells  and  other  remains 
on  the  hill  surfaces,  what  sprinkled 
them  below  the  surfsu^es,  what  kept 
up  the  sprinkling  till  the  thickness 
of  whole  mountains  became  pene- 
trated with  the  relics  of  life  ?  No 
sane  person,  when  brought  face  to 
face  with  the  actual  fossils,  Tnll 
believe  that  the  Creator  of  the  uni- 
verse made  figures  by  original  crea- 
tion, of  plants  and  animals,  both 
terrestrial  and  marine,  and  shut 
them  up  in  rocks  of  clay  and  flint 
and  marble.      Still  less  will  anj 


*  The  Attractive  Man,  chap,  zzxir. 
'  Church  BelU,  October  14,  1871. 


*  Church  BdU,  September  16,  1871. 
« LyeU's  Manual,  p.  5 
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one  believe  Him  to  have  originally 
created  in  stone  the  images  of 
dismembered  bodies  and  fragmen- 
tary limbs,  in  erery  degree  of  dis- 
tortion and  decay,  down  to  the 
merest  trace  of  organic  stmctore. 
Yet  what  do  we  find  among  the 
scnlptures  of  the  rocks  ?  Here 
the  skeleton  of  a  whale,  there  a 
grasshopper's  wing,  tree  trunks  and 
fronds  of  ferns,  gnawed  bones  and 
sharp  teeth,  bits  of  lobster,  shells  of 
turtle,  rats*  tails  and  tigers'  skulls, 
the  borrow  of  the  sea  worm,  the 
foot-mairk  of  the  wader,  and  the 
very  ripple  of  the  tide.  We  find  in 
the  chalk  the  palatal  teeth  of  shark 
with  the  crowns  worn  as  though 
by  long  usage  ;  we  find '  tests '  of  i^e 
sea-urchin  denuded  of  their  spines 
and  covered  with  crania- valves  and 
serpnke  and  polyzoa.  The  cata- 
logue of  similar  i^ts  might  be  con- 
ianaed  without  end.  The  conclu- 
sion is  inevitable  that  the  formation 
of  the  earth's  crust  has  been  the 
slow  ^ork  of  countless  ages.  The 
fossil  ripple  mark  was  no  miracu- 
lons  effect  of  sudden  creation,  but 
produced  by  a  rippling  wave.  The 
fossil  zoophyte-case  must  once  have 
been  tenanted  by  a  living  zoophyte 
as  the  fossil  int^ument  of  the  sea- 
urchin  by  a  Hving  sea-urchin,  and 
both  must  have  lived  in  the  waters 
of  the  ocean  at  periods  of  incalcu- 
lable aatiquiiy,  before  they  were 
found  foBeal  in  the  quarries  of  an  in- 
land range  of  hills. 

Persons  who  well  knew,  and 
were  forced  to  admit,  the  succession 
of  Hfe  during  the  formation  of  the 
vast  series  of  fossiliferous  strata, 
have  sometimes  had  recourse  to 
-sopposing  that  there  have  been  a 
Ittge  number  of  successive  creations 
of  plants  and  animals,  and  that  the 
eaith  was  cleared  and  made  void  of 
one,  before  another  was  introduced. 
The  veiy  evidence,  however,  which 
has  led  to  this  supposition  unmistak- 
ably proves  its  futility.  Examine  the 
fossib  of  geological  eras  far  distant 
from  one  anotheri  and  the  earth  will 


seem,  to  be  sure,  at  the  first  glasice  to 
have  changed  the  character  of  its 
population  in  the  successive  inter- 
vals. Forms  fiamiliar  at  one  epoch, 
later  on  will  have  disappeared,  and 
forms  not  to  be  found  in  the  earlier 
periods  will  present  themselves 
abundantly  in  &e  later.  But  ex- 
amine the  fossils  of  geologicid 
periods  immediately  succeeding  one 
another,  and  it  at  once  becomes 
apparent  that  there  is  no  point 
whatever  in  the  world's  history  of 
which  you  can  say.  Here  the  old 
forms  seem  to  have  been  swept  off, 
and  a  new  set  introduced.  There 
is  not  the  stightest  evidence  of  the 
sudden  extinction  of  species  or 
g^era ;  a  foHioriy  none  of  the  ex- 
tinction of  groups  or  whole  crea- 
tions. The  disappearances  are 
gradual ;  there  is  no  concurrent  dis- 
appeai-ance  of  a  large  number  of 
species.  The  new  forms  are  gradu- 
ally introduced ;  there  is  no  simuU 
taneous  introduction  of  a  large 
number.  Between  the  organic 
structures  of  one  age  and  those  of 
an  age  directly  subsequent,  even 
where  there  are  considerable  differ- 
ences, there  is  in  every  case  also 
strong  general  resemblance.  De- 
scent witii  variation  exactly  explains 
this  phenomenon.  The  doctrine  of 
successive  annihilations  and  crea- 
tions leaves  it  unexplained  and  inex- 
plicable. Would  any  wise  master 
builder,  who  wished  to  make  some 
slight  improvement  in  the  struc- 
ture of  lus  house,  pull  down  the 
whole  &bric  and  rebuild  it  from 
the  foundations  almost  a  counter- 
part  of  what  it  was  before,  and  do 
this  not  once  only,  nor  twice,  but 
again  and  again,  times  without 
number  P  Yet  men  are  not  ashamed 
to  attribute  to  the  supremacy  of 
the  Divine  wisdom  a  course  of  con- 
duct which  in  any  one  of  their  own 
fellows  they  would  recognise  as 
extravagantly  foolish.  Adopt  for 
one  moment  the  fiftvourite  theory  of 
specilEd  creative  interpositions,  and 
apply  it  to  the  history  of  the  genus 
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Lmgula.    The  Lingala  is  a  bracbio- 
pod  with  a  homy  shell  of  two  near- 
ly equal  valves.    Between  the  beaks 
of  the  two  valves  passes  a  long  fleshy 
peduncle  or  foot  stalk,  by  means 
of  which  the  animal   attaches  it- 
self to  submarine  bodies.     Muscles 
for  various   purposes  are  attached 
to  the  shell,  upon  the  interior  of 
which  their  impressions  are   left, 
long  after  the  death  and  decay  of 
the  animal,  so  as  to  be  found  even 
in  fossils  of  great  antiquity.    In  the 
Lower  Silurian  period  was  created 
Lingula  Lesueuri,   besides  a  great 
many    other    species    of    Lingula. 
Lesueuri     perishes,     and     in     the 
Devonian  period    a  new  form    is 
created,  remarkably  like  the  old  one, 
and  known  among  men  as  Lingula 
squamiformis.   Squamiformis  comes 
to  a  bad  end,  and  the  carboniferous 
era  is  ushered  in.       *But  here  a 
wonder   came  to  light.*      Squami- 
formis  reappears,  or  something  so 
like  it  as  to  baffle  the  discriminating 
powers  of  the  very  best  concholo- 
gists.      The  same  thing    happens 
with   Lingula   mytiloides,   another 
carboniferous  species,  which  is  re- 
peated in  the  Permian  age.     These 
forms  cease  to  exist,  and  Lingula 
Beanii  is  presented  to  us  in   the 
Fauna  of  the  Oolite;   and  succes- 
sively Lin^a  truncata  in  the  lower 
Greensand,  subovalis  in  the  upper 
Greensand,  Lingula  tenuis   in  the 
Eocene    London    clay,   Dumortieri 
in  the  Coralline  crag  of  the  Pleiocene 
era.      All  these,  and  a  great  many 
more,   presenting    in    many   cases 
differences    that    can    scarcely  be 
called  distinctions,  proved  unsatis- 
factory to  their  Creator  and  were 
ruthlessly  abolished.  But  a  Lingula 
the  world  must  have.       Creation 
would    be    incomplete    without    a 
Lingula.     And,  consequently,  about 
twenty-four  hours  before  the  crea- 
tion   of   Adam,   Lingula     anatina 
suddenly  made  its  appearance,  and 


still  flourishes  in  the  shallow  waters 
of  tropical  seas. 

Mr.  Davidson,  in  his  admirable 
monograph  of  the  Brachiopoda,  tells 
us  that  not  only  Lingula,  but  also 
*  Discina,  Crania,  and  Rhynconelk, 
appear  to  have  traversed  the  whole 
geological,  vertical  range ;  they  ap- 
pear in  the  older  Silurian  deposits, 
and  with  similar  or  but  slight  mo- 
difications in    character,   are  still 
represented  in  our  seas  by  a  limited 
number  of  species.*  *      The  supply 
of  parallel  fsLcis  is  almost  inexhaust- 
ible.   Take   any  age  of  the  world 
you  will :  the  fauna  of  that  age,  that 
is,  the  whole  group  of  animals  then 
existing  on  the  globe,  is  inextricably 
interwoven  with  the  fauna  of  the 
age  that  precedes,  and  the  fauna  of 
the  age  that  follows  it      That  at 
any  recent   date,  or  at  any  date 
whatever,  from  the  Silurian  period 
to  our  own  times,  the  eardi  has 
been  swept  clean  of  its  inhabitants 
and  re-peopled,  is  a  belief  that  can 
only  be  held  in  most  glaring  defi- 
ance of  scientific  evidence.      As  a 
clover    writer    recently    observed, 
*  There  are  some  things  which  you 
cannot  really  believe  unless  all  your 
neighbours    keep    you  in    counte- 
nance.**   This  is  one  of  them.    The 
thing  is  credible  on  one  condition, 
and  on  one  condition  alone,  namely, 
that  human  reason  and  the  facts  of 
external  nature  have  been  so  inge- 
niously adapted  to  one  another  bj 
the  Author  of  both,  that  a  man 
cannot  honestly  employ  his  reason 
in  the  observation  of  nature  without 
being  mocked  and  cheated,  and  im- 
pelled to  believe  what  is  false.    It 
comes,  in  short,  to  this,  that,  far 
up  to  where  the  Himalayan  sum- 
mits smile  proudly  above  the  clouds, 
far  down  to  the  deepest  gloom  that 
the  miner's  lamp  has  ever  pene- 
trated, the  Maker  of  the  world  most 
have  stored  the   ground  with  an 
endless  variety  of  forms^  arranged 


*  Pal.  See.  1853.    Fosnl  Brachiopoda  of  Great  Britain,  part  It.  p.  6a 

•  PaU  Mall  GazetU,  November  15, 1871. 
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in  orderly  seqnence,  so  as  irresist- 
ibly to  teacli  eertain  lessons  to  the 
hnman  mind,  and  that  then  He 
wrote  a  few  lines  on  a  scrap  of 
papyros  to  intimate  that  the  lessons 
were  untme,  and  thafc  all  the  vast 
apparatos  for  teaching  them  meant 
nothing  at  all. 

There  is  another  hypothesis  which 
needs  to  be  disposed  of.  Eveiyone 
will  admit  that  since  the  beginning 
of  the  creation,  some  species  have 
died  ont  and  become  extinct.  The 
cyrtoceras  is  no  more.  The  trilo- 
bite  is  wanting.  Drop  a  tear  over 
the  ashes  of  the  ichthyosaums ;  we 
shall  not  see  his  like  again.  Never 
more  shall  areheeopteryx  macrura 
waggle  his  flexible  tail.^  As  thou- 
sands of  species  have  disappeared 
from  the  living  world,  it  has  seemed 
reasonable  to  many  persons  to  ad- 
mit, what  the  evidence  of  geology 
very  plainly  declares,  that  while 
some  species  have  been  dying  oat, 
others  have  from  time  to  time  been 
introdnced.  But  the  question  is, 
how  were  they  introduced?  And 
the  popular  answer  to  this  question, 
an  answer  upon  which  some  persons* 
think  that  all  religion  depends,  is, 
that  they  were  introduced  in  each 
case  by  original  creation.  As  the 
extinction  of  species  is  still  going 
on,  and  yet  the  world  seems  to  pre- 
sent as  great  a  variety  as  ever,  the 
introduction  of  species,  even  in  the 
present  day,  is  admitted  as  possible 
or  probable.  And  if  the  introduc- 
tion must  take  place  by  original 
oreation,  it  has  been  well  put  by  a 
distinguished  man  of  science,  that 
any  morning  you  might  find  an  ele- 
phant standing  on  your  lawn,  just 
created.  But  such  a  thing  no  one 
would  beUeve  possible,  unless  all 
his  neighbours  kept  him  in  coun- 
tenance. No  one  can  listen  to  such 
an  expectation  without  ridiculing 
its  absurd  improbability,  although 
many  calmly  enough  suppose  that 


there  was  once  a  day  when  not 
only  the  elephant  suddenly  made  its 
astonished  and  astonishing  appear- 
ance, but  when  every  other  creature 
that  breathes  made  its  appearance 
in  like  manner.  It  has  been  argued 
that  new  species  may  in  fact  he  in- 
troduced into  the  world  from  time 
to  time  suddenly,  and  by  original 
creation,  but  that  these  occurrences, 
either  accidentally,  because  they  are 
so  rare,  or  through  the  purposely 
secret  working  of  the  Creator,  tak- 
ing place  in  ocean  depths  or  deserts 
where  no  men  abide,  have  ever  es- 
caped the  gaze  of  human  curiosity. 
All  other  suppositions  on  the  ques- 
tion have  some  sanction  in  analogy, 
in  observation,  or  in  the  reputed 
authority  of  Scripture.  This  last 
supposition  has  none  of  these  sanc- 
tions. Its  chief  and  only  merit  is 
that  there  is  no  direct  way  of  test- 
ing the  truth  of  it.  It  gives  a 
mean  and  inconsistent  idea  of 
the  Creator,  as  planting  in  men's 
breasts  a  spirit  of  enquiry,  and  then 
dodging  them  like  a  Will-o'-the- 
wisp,  in  their  eager  but  necessarily 
fruitless  pursuit. 

The  animal  kingdom  has  been  di- 
vided by  authors  of  repute  into 
seven  sub-kingdoms.^  The  lowest 
place  is  occupied  by  the  Protozoa, 
to  which  sponges  and  infusorial 
animals  belong;  the  highest  is  as- 
signed by  common  consent  to  the 
Vertebrata,  comprising  in  their 
ranks  sprats  and  men,  baboons  and 
skylarks,  the  cobra  and  the  frog. 
Between  these  two  extremes  must 
be  ranged  the  other  five  sub-king- 
doms. The  relative  rank  of  these 
is  less  easy  to  determine.  They  are 
by  name  —  the  Mollusca,  among 
which  are  found  the  oyster  and  the 
sea-squirt;  the  Arthropoda^  com- 
prehending butterflies,  spiders,  and 
crabs ;  the  Vermes,  or  worms ;  the 
Echinodermata,  containing  the  sea- 
urchin  and  the  star-fish ;  and|lafitiy 


*  LjeiXs  Elements  of 

•  Farms  qf  Animal  Life. 
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^b»  Ooeletiterata,  lowest  of  the  five 
Bi  orgaBiaaiaon,  bat- comprehending 
ooraIj9  and  .corallines,  which  the 
hi^er  divisions  cannot  surpass,  if 
e\neii  thej  can  rival  them,  in  beanty. 

FcxrpurposeB  of  classification  titiese 
se^eoi  snlK-kingdoms  are  again  snb' 
divided  into  classes,  orders,  &milies, 
g^eiia,  species,  varieties,  witii  their 
seveifal  snb-orders,  sub-genera,  and 
sub- varieties,  till  jrou  come  to  the 
division  into  individuals,  and  the 
iBteresting  cpiesiion,  far  less  easy  to 
solve  than  to  propose,  What  is  an 
individual  P 

Imhe  first  sub-kingdom  comprises 
five  classes,  in  the  following  order — 
mammals,  birds,  reptiles,  amphibia, 
and  fishes.  The  second  sub-kingdom 
comprises — ^what  shall  we  say?  Wd 
cannot  tell  what  to  say  until  we 
know  which  is  the  second  sub-king- 
doml.  By  aflfinity  of  structure  the 
MoHusca  come  nearest  to  the  Ver- 
tebrates, but  the  sagacious  ant  and 
brieve  industrious  bee  seem  to  plead 
icyr  the  6laims  of  ihe  Arthropoda  as 
far  superior  to  those  6f  *  ovi^ters  and 
aoforthi^  It  i^pear^  that  whatever 
characters  of  importance  we  choose 
npoto  whieh  to  b^  our  dassifi- 
cotion,  confusion  inirariably  arisen 
lA  ^toine  quarter  or  another  fit>m 
conflicting  claims,  ^hid  appeaors  i^ 
arranging  even  tbe  classes  of  Hie 
-^cHebratos.  The  mammats  take  aft 
-indiJ^uiaUe  precedence,  because 
man  is  a  mammal.'  But,  not  to 
^speeds  of  birds,  many  reptiles  surpaeriB 
•many  mammals  in '  sis^e,  strength, 
and  beauty,  in  adaptation  cf  struo- 
-iure  to  a  great  variety  of  oircum- 
fltances.  and  even  in  intelligencid. 
Man  himself  id  prone  to  claim  an 
uidimited  superiority  over  all  other 
■  aniitfflJfl  by  virtue  <rf  his  reason ;  and 
;becau8e  c^.thiis  ^ssessioto^  whi^  he 
'oftetL  fisbncies  to  be  ex(dusirely  his 
o^ii,  he  disdaini^  the  nodbu  of  an 
•origin,  however  retmote^  ficoto  -any 
l^^eaiure  ^itdik^,  -  oi*  unequal  id  ibe 

Sesent  nuupiificenoe  <^  humanity, 
e  would  £>  well  to  consider  the 


recent  date  of  his  supremacy,  and 
how  fkr  from  universal  it  still  ^e- 
mains.  Measured  by  tiie'  general 
estimate  of  man's  unbounded  lord- 
ship, the  tnbute  which  is  annually 
paid  in  India  to  poisonous  snakes 
and  ravening,  tiigera  eeems  rather  a 
large  one.  Of  parasites  unwillingly 
entertained  in  the  very  throne'  of 
reason,  the  brain  itself,  it  would  be 
unpleasant  to  &peak  more  particu- 
larly ;  but  why,  I  wonder,  if  we  m« 
so  indisputably  supreme,  do  we  not 
abolish  rats  and  earwigs  P  It  would 
be  interesting  to  know  whethermore 
sharics  are  slain  by  men  or  more 
men  slain  by  sharks  in  the  course 
of  a  year.  Our  superiority  lookB 
rather  small  when  examined  in 
detail.  The  eagle  and  the  lyn^  have 
keener  sight,  tiie  hound  an  acater 
sense  of  smell.  We  cry  in  Vttin  ftrr 
the  wings  of  a  dove.  We  iax  our 
ingenuity  to  build  ooean-tiaver^iiig 
steamers  vrith  high-pressure  en- 
gines, and  when  these  vehicles  put 
forth  their  best  speed  little  birds  ftf 
easily  round  them.  Hundreds  ot 
animigJs  can  inock  the  efforts  of  ^ 
'swiftest  huma£L  pursuer.  The  d«- 
phant  and  many  other  creflfcareB 
surpass  is  in  size  and  strength,  the 
oat  and  others  in  agility.  Iniove 
we  are  less  constant  than  the  pigeon. 
In  war,  how  noble  a  piokird  we 
present  1  how  lofty  an  example  we 
set  before  the  hawk  and  the'iig»'of 
mild  good  faith,  serene  benevolence, 
^bstemibuB  self-restraint^  and  tender 
pity  for  our  feltow-creatureft  \  Of 
persohal  beaifty  it  is  neeifless  to 
speak ;  on  that  point  dne  half  of  the 
human  race,  negresses  and  Bsqtd- 
maux  squaws  inchnied,  must  of 
course  be  supreme,  in  spiie  of  all 
^e  gaEelles,  and;  zoophytes,  and 
•paoocks)  and  birds^f-paradise'&i 
the  world.    ' 

A  remark  has  been^^  made' that 
*if '  man  had  not  bebn  Ids^'owii 
clabsifier,  he  :y0oiild  /ne^dr  ha^ 
thought,'  as  many  naturalists  have 
done,  * tt£  fdundSng^a  aepaeate  6rder 
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fear  hiB  own  reception.'®     It  is  re- 
torted that  man  establishes  his  right 
to  the    exclusive  position   by  ex- 
clnsiyely  possessing  the  power  to 
classify.     In  ^sop's  fables  a  man 
debates  this  very  qnestion  with  a 
Hon,  and  points  ont  that  in  all  pic- 
tores  of  contests  between  them,  the 
Hon  is   vanqaished   and  the  man 
prevails ;  to  which  the  king  of  the 
forest  makes   reply,   that  if  lions 
were  the  painters,  men  would  be 
represented  as  the  victims,  and  with 
mnch  more  fidelity  to  the  facts  of 
the  case.     It  is,  indeed,  not  easy  to 
see  how  the  facts  of  the  case  can  be 
in  any  way  altered  by  the  oircmn- 
stanoe  that  men  can  paint  and  lions 
cannot.     Men  can  classify ;  so,  in  a 
minor   degree,  can  other  animals. 
Dogs  can  distinguish  strangers  and 
acquaintances,  well-dressed  persons 
from  persons  in  rags ;  the  canine 
species  from  all  other  species.  They 
cannot  carry  their  classifications  far, 
not  fi?oni  want  of  memory  and  intel- 
Hgenoe,  but  from  want  of  a  well- 
devised  language  and  printed  books. 
Men   can  classify,  but  can  they 
clasmfy    correctly?      We    are    aU 
agreed  that  the  earth  and  t^e .  hu- 
man race  upon  it  are  at  least  five  or 
six  thousand  years  old;    and  yet 
withiti  the  last  hundred  and  twenty 
years  parts  of  the  very  same  struc- 
tiire,  the  so-called  medusse  of  the 
hyd^d  2iOophytes,  and  the  station- 
ary polypes  from  which  the  medus» 
Qome,  were  classified,  not  in  two 
different  species  or  genera  merely, 
but  in  two  different  classes.   Among 
tke  fishes,  among  the  crustaceans, 
down  to  our  own  fames,  husbands  and 
wives,  fiEtthers  and  children,  have 
been  separated  and  assigned  to  dif- 
ferent groups  and  genera.     We  say 
proudly  that  man  is  his  own  classi- 
fier ;  but  which  man,  if  you  please  ? 
Let  tiie  most  intelligent  of  my  can- 
did i^eaders  answer  for  themselves 
biw^iudi  they  hAVe  had  to  do  with 


the  classification  of  the  animal 
kingdom.  The  best  naturalists  are 
still  disputing  whether  men,  the 
bimana,  should  be  an  order  by  Uiem- 
selves,  or  ranged  alongside  of  the 
quadmmana  as  a  section  of  the 
order  Primates.  The  majori^  of 
mankind,  even  in  these  days  of  en- 
lightenment, are  content  to  follow, 
on  one  side  or  the  other,  the  few 
leaders  of  opinion.  In  regard  to 
facts  discovered  and  arguments 
founded  upon  the  discoveries,  most  ^ 
of  us  are  but  too  happy  if  we  can  do  a 
little  gleaning  after  the  reapers,  a 
little  picking  up  of  crumbs  from 
beneatji  the  tables  of  the  rich. 
When  we  say  *  most  of  us,*  when 
we  speak  of  *  the  majority  of  man- 
kind,' we  refer  only  to  those  who 
give  the  subject  a  thought,  for,, 
compared  witn  the  whole  mass  of 
human  beings  on  the  globe,  it  is 
pretty  certain  that  those  who  think 
or  know  anything  about  the  classi- 
fication of  the  animal  kingdom  are 
only  a  handful.  The  grasjp  of  the 
subject  obtained  by  a  few  mdustri- 
(ms  students,  and  the  progress  made 
in  it  by  men  of  exceptional  jgexuus, 
are  both  of  them  largely  j3ue  to  the 
accumulation  of  experience  and  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  made  possible 
by  the  invention  of  printing.  Print- 
ing itself  was  man's  invention ;  but 
surely  an  animal ,  cannot  be  trans- 
ferred from  one  order  to  another  by 
means  of  an  invention.  The  art  of 
printing,  Hke  many  other  contriv- 
*ances  evolved  from  the  human  mind, 
quite  consistently  with  the  law  of 
natural  selection  though  not  pre- 
ciselpr  hi/  that  law,  confirmed  and 
earned  forward  man's  general  su- 

f priority  over  the  other,  animals, 
n  the  same  way  tigers  confirmed 
their  general  superiority  over  In- 
dian villages  when  they  invented 
the  plan  of  hunting  in  couples,  so 
that  while  one  is  being  dnven  dSf 
by  the  wretched  men  at. one  end  of 


•  Ikscent  of  Man.    Darwin.    Vol.  i.  p.  191. 
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ihe  village,  its  companion  carries  off 
the  still  more  wretched  babies  at 
the  other. 

One  thing  in  mental  development 
is  to  be  noticed,  that  the  improve- 
ment is  not  transmitted  only,  per- 
baps  we  should  add,  not  chiefly,  by 
inheritance  in  the  direct  line  of  its 
first  possessor.  A  mind  ei^alted 
And  refined  becomes,  as  it  were,  the 
food  and  sustenance  of  other  minds, 
whereby  they  also  are  refined  and 
exalted,  so  that  the  refinement  and 
exaltation  are  in  the  end  transmit- 
ted, not  through  one  only,  but 
through  many  channels  of  inherit- 
ance. When  we  say  that  such  and 
jsuch  a  man  was  in  advance  of  his 
time,  we  mean  that  other  minds  had 
jiot  at  that  epoch  so  far  beneficially 
varied  as  to  be  even  capable  of  re- 
•ceiving  the  better  food  which  he  had 
become  capable  of  supplying.  Thus 
it  is  that  with  the  mind,  as  with  the 
body,  nature  cannot,  and  obviously 
does  not,  select  the  absolute  best; 
but  only  the  best  under  the  circum- 
fitances. 

It  was  long  a  favourite  explana- 
tion of  the  similarities  between  ani- 
mals in  some  respects  extremely 
unlike,  that  they  had  all  been  cre- 
ated upon  the  same  general  type. 
That  sounds  very  philosophical  and 
satis&ctory;  let  us  examine  it  a 
little.  The  vertebrate  type  con- 
tains mammals,  birds,  reptiles,  am- 
phibia, and  fishes.  Here  we  have 
grouped  together  men,  monkeys, 
and  whales,  the  eagle,  the  ostrich, 
and  the  apteryx,  the  crocodile,  tor- 
toise, and  adder,  the  frog  and  the 
Axolotl,  the  sturgeon,  the  flounder, 
and  the  lancelet.  By  the  theory 
we  have  mentioned,  the  Creator  is 
regarded  as  an  artist  having  an  idea 
in  his  mind  which  he  chose  to  work 
out  in  various  ways,  just  as  an  archi- 
tect might  employ  Gothic  architec- 
ture in  building  a  palace  or  a  hovel, 
a  church  or  a  linendraper*s  shop. 
It  would  be  a  strange  vagary  in  a 
human  artist,  when  rearing  a  grand 
cathedral,  to  build  by  its  side  a 


beer-shop  in  the  very  same  style, 
but  hideously  caricatured ;  or,  having 
on  one  day  designed  a  vile  grotesque 
tenement,  on  the  next  day  to  choose 
that  pattern,  of  all  others,  for  the 
noblest  of  his  works.  Yet  this  is 
what  the  Divine  artist  is  charged 
with  having  done  in  regard  to  man 
and  the  baboon.  With  infinite  va- 
riety at  His  command  He  is  sup- 
posed to  have  employed  one  idea  for 
a  thousand  different  purposes — now 
and  then,  as  in  the  lancelet,  almost 
losing  sight  of  it  altogether;  at 
other  times  carrying  it  a  little  too 
far,  as  in  giving  man  the  rudiment 
of  a  useless  tail ;  just  as  if  man 
could  not  have  been  a  vertebrate 
without  that  rudiment.  Why 
should  a  type,  an  abstract  idea,  an 
ideal  plan,  or  whatever  else  you  are 
pleased  to  call  it,  have  been  worked 
out  into  useless  details?  And  if 
creation  according  to  ideal  types 
cannot  explain  these  rudimentary 
structures,  what  can  it  explain? 
Why  is  the  eye  of  a  cuttle-fish  so 
like  the  eye  of  a  man  ?  You  can- 
not answer  that  it  is  '  because  the 
cuttle-fish  is  a  vertebrate.*  Why 
do  insects  rank  so  high  in  the  ani- 
mal kingdom  for  ingenuity  and  per- 
severance? Insects  are  not  verte- 
brates. Among  the  vertebrata  them- 
selves, why  can  the  parrot  imitate 
articulate  language,  while  the  clever 
faithful  dog  can  only  whine  and 
bark?  Whyi8man,thehighestofthe 
highest  class,  inferior  to  the  gad- 
geon  in  swimming,  to  the  rabbit  in 
running,  to  the  squirrel  in  climbing, 
to  the  flea  in  jumping,  to  the  snake 
in  wriggling,  and  unable  to  fly 
ataU? 

In  entering  now  upon  a  more  de- 
tailed enquiry  into  the  gradations 
observable  among  the  forms  of 
organic  life,  it  vnll  be  convenient 
to  begin  with  the  lowest,  the  sim- 
plest, and  most  remote  from  oar- 
selves.  Many  persons  think  it  in- 
conceivable that  a  sponge  and  a  man 
could  have  had  a  common  origin, 
however  far  back  that  origin  might 
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be  placed.  Let  sncli  persons  ima- 
gine themselves,  if  they  can,  brought 
suddenly  face  to  face  with  the 
various  specimens  of  humanity 
under  its  various  conditions.  They 
would  see  a  little  pink  baby  and  a 
great  black-bearded  man,  the  fair 
Saxon  beauty,  and  the  swarfch  she- 
savage  too  hideous  to  describe,  the 
lady  in  court-dress  and  the  Indian 
in  his  war-paint,  the  stripling  in  his 
jacket  and  the  aged  councillor  in 
his  flowing  robe ;  there  would  be 
the  *  heathen  Chinee,'  and  the  Turk, 
and  the  Swiss  peasant-girl,  soldiers 
and  sailors,  blacksmiths  and  bakers, 
boys  bathing  and  climbing  trees, 
babies  in  long  clothes,  and  babies 
in  short  clothes,  lawyers  pleading 
in  wigs  and  gowns,  coal-miners 
burrowing  underground,  tailors  sit- 
tmg  cross-legged,  and  a  thousand 
other  varieties,  in  age,  costume, 
complexion,  tools  and  occupations. 
In  grades  and  diversities  of  intellect 
there  would  be,  besides  the  idiot 
and  the  maniac,  the  infant  unable 
to  speak  or  to  reason,  the  booby 
Bchool-boy,  the  man  of  common 
sense,  the  genius  without  it,  the 
girl  sweetly  illogical,  the  prudent 
dame.  In  the  manner  of  feeding, 
how  great  a  variety  would  appear 
among  these  animals !  Some  would 
be  seen  parasitical  at  the  breast, 
others  dipping  their  fingers  in  com- 
mon in  the  dish,  some  conveying 
food  to  their  mouths  with  chop- 
sticks, others  delicately  handling 
silver  forks  and  the  best  Sheffield 
cutlery.  In  weapons  of  war  the 
differences  would  be  found  still 
more  numerous,  intricate  and  sur- 
prising, from  chips  of  flint  and 
stakes  hardened  in  the  fire  up  to 
the  very  latest  refinements  of  civi- 
lised humanity.  To  complete  the 
parallel,  along  with  the  other  repre- 
sentative persons  there  should  be 
shown  the  faces  and  costumes  of 
past  ages  as  well  as  of  the  present, 


and  the  mimicry  of  both  in  the 
stage-player  and  the  masquerader. 

At  the  first  view  of  all  this 
medley  of  animals,  some  so  sweet 
in  tone,  so  noble  in  aspect,  so  wise 
in  action,  others  so  unlovely  in  all 
things,  or  so  mean  and  trivial,  how 
difficult  would  it  be  for  an  intelli- 
gent being,  previously  unacquainted 
with  animal  nature  and  the  nature 
of  man,  to  conceive  or  believe  that 
all  these,  in  spite  of  appearances, 
were  of  one  species,  of  one  common 
origin  and  descent!  Yet  most  of 
my  readers  would  find  it  difficult 
to  believe  the  reverse,  because  they 
do  know  something  of  the  nature  of 
man,  they  are  not  puzzled  by  the 
thin  disguises  of  costume,  they  un- 
derstand something  of  the  develop- 
ment of  arts,  of  the  progress  of 
fashions,  they  know  the  gradations 
through  wluch  the  helpless  and 
speechless  infant  may  be  elevated 
into  the  hero  and  the  orator.  When 
an  equally  intimate  knowledge  of 
all  animated  nature  has  become 
common  among  men,  one  may  be 
permitted  at  least  to  anticipate  that 
the  mention  of  man's  affinity  to 
'oysters  and  so  forth,'  will  be 
thought  less  witty  as  a  joke  than 
heretofore,  and  the  joke  less  forcible 
as  an  argument. 

When  we  look  at  the  beginnings 
of  life,  we  find  none  of  that  enor- 
mous disparity  between  living  crea- 
tures which  confronts  us  m  the 
later  stages  of  growth  and  develop- 
ment. *A11  mammals,'  says  De 
Quatrefages,  *and  even  man  him- 
self, as  well  as  birds  and  reptiles^ 
proceed  from  actual  eggs.'  ^^  *  Up  to 
a  certain  point,'  Professor  Owen 
tells  us,  *the  vertebrate  germ  re- 
sembles in  form,  structure,  and  be- 
haviour, the  infusorial  monad  and 
the  germ-stage  of  invertebrates.'  ^^ 
And  again  Do  Quatre&ges  says*,. 
'All  vegetable  and  animal  germs, 
seeds,  buds,  bulbs,  and  eggs,  have 


'*  Metamorphoses  of  Man  and  the  Lower  Animals,  ch.  ii. 
'*  Anatomy  of  Vertebrates,  vol.  i.  p.  2. 
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their  origin  in  -a  lew  gro&ules, 
scarcely  visible  under  tiie  highest 
magnifying  power,  or  even  in  a 
single  vesicle,  smaller  than  the 
point  of  the  finest  needle.  Thus 
commence  alike  the.  elephant  and 
the  oak,  the  moss,  and  the  earth* 
worm,  and. such  is  really. the  first 
appearance  of  wliat,  at  a  later  period, 
will  become  a  man.*  **  Nay,  more 
ighominiouB  still,  ^all  vertebrafces,' 
says  Owen,  ^^  *  during  more  or  less 
of  their  developmental  life-period, 
float  in  a  liquid  of  similar  specific 
gravity  to  themselves.'  Henoefiorthf 
therefore,  be  a  little  more  respectful 
to  sponges  and  gregarines,  consider- 
ing their  likeness  to  your  ^rmer 
selves.  Be  pleased  to  remember,  that 
whatever  may  have  been  the  origin 
of  the  first  man  and  the  first  woman, 
the  origin  of  every  one  of  you  is 
perfectly  well  known ;  for  notwith- 
standing the  many  virtues  and 
graces  you  now  can  boast  of^  the 
most  muscular  Christian  among  you 
coxdd  once  have  passed  easily 
through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  was 
once  a  little  floating  parasitic 
animal. 

The  sponges  and  gregarines  just 
mentioned  belong  to  the  Protozoa 
or  liowest  forms  of  animal  life.  A 
vast  branch  of  the  present  subject, 
relating  to'  the  forms  of  vege^Skble 
life,  must  be  dismissed  for  this  time 
with  only  a  passing  reference.  So 
difficult  to  distinguish  are  the  con- 
fines of  the  two  kingdoms^  the 
animal  and  the  vegetable,  that  a 
proposal  has  been  made  to  establish 
a  sort  of  neutral  ground  or  third 
intermediate  kingdom,  the  Begnum 
Protisticum  of  Haeckel.  The  neces  • 
sity  for  this  is  disallowed  by  Dr. 
Carpenter  and  ProfSessor  RoUeston 
and  by  most  other  naturalists.  But 
it  is  interesting  to  observe  that  in 
discriminating    the    two    acknow- 


ledged kingdoms,  we  are  in  the 
last  resort  driven  back  upon  a  single 
character,  not.  irritability,  or  cwi- 
tractilulify,  'or  locomotion)  or  oirou- 
lation  of  absorbed  and  assimilated 
nutritive  matters,  for  all  these 
.'  phenomena^niveirsal  in  ihe  animal ' 
are  'occasionally  observable  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom ; '  not  the  secre- 
tion of  chlorophyll^  and  of  cellulose, 
and  the  power  of  regenerating  an 
entire  compound  organism  from  a 
more  or  less  fragmentary  portion, 
for  all  these  properties  almost  'uni- 
versal among  vegetables,  are  also 
'  occasionally  noticeaUe  among  am- 
AiaJs/^*  The  nature  of  the  food  they 
are  respectively  capable  of  as^mila- 
ting,  constitutes  the  only  ultimate 
line  of  demarcation  between  the 
two  great  divisions  of  physical  life,  '^ 
And  in  spite  of  this.  Professor  Bol- 
leston,  in  his  valuable  work  on  The 
Forme  of  Ammal  lAfe^  declares  that 
'  there  are  (organisms  which,  at  one 
period  of  their  life,  exhibit  an  aggre- 
gate of  phenomena  such  as  to 
justify  us  in  •  speaking  of  them  as 
animals,  whilst  at  another  they  ap- 
pear to  be  as  distinctly  vegetable.'  '^ 
'  Have  you  no  brains  ? '  is  a  ques- 
tion we  sometimes  put  to  those  who 
disagree  with  us  in  opinion,  or  who 
do  not  readily  understand  our  ^[- 
planations.  We  imply  t^at  even 
the  meanest  ctnimal  must  have 
brains.  But  we  are  very  fieir  out  in 
our  implication.  Not  only  may 
brains  be  wanting,  but  a  mouth  and 
a  stomach.  In  the  lowest  amoeban 
forms  of  life  one  should  perhaps  say 
that  the  creature  is  all  mouth  and 
all  stomach.  As  we  pass  to  tiie 
higher  forms  of  life,  we  find  the 
apparatus  becoming  gradually  spe- 
cialised for  the  enjoyment  of  various 
kinds  of  food.  Yet  even  among  the 
Crustacea  there  are  some  which  are 
miserably  deficient  in  the  power  of 


'*  Metartuyrphoses  of  Man  and  the  Lower  Animals^  ch.  ii. 

"  Anatomy  of  Vertebrates,  vol.  i.  p.  4. 

**  BoUeston,  Forms  of  Animal  Life^  p.  clxiii. 

'*  Carpenter,  The  Microscope,  p.  240,  §  180. 

'•  Ilolleston,  Op,  cit.,  p.  clxiii. 
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dining,  and  it  is  a  shocking  bat 
trnjbhnd  statebient  that  in  some  of 
the  ento-paraaitic  yermes  there  is 
absolutely  no  digestive  system  pre- 
sait.'^^  This  is  explicable  on  the 
Darmnian  th^ry  as  the  ad^tation 
of  ot^satiiires  by  variation  and  na- 
taral  s^ctioii'to  the  circnmstaaces 
with  which  they  have  come  to  be 
sorroiinded;  while  surely  it  is 
absurd  to  speak  of  crostacea  and 
vennes  as  all  created  on  an  ideed 
pkuv^^^c^  some  of  them  are  en« 
tbely  desdtate  of  stomachs.  Sorely 
the  iihfiory:  of  cereaiion  l^  special 
desigB  becomes  something  worse 
than  absurd,  when  charging  itself 
to  eaj^ain  the  existence  of  cveatores 
which  cannot  flourish  and  abound, 
whk^ !  cannot  even  live,  except  in 
ihe*^  tissues,  in  the  yitals,  in  the 
heart  and  brain  of  otiier  animals. 
Do  those  who  advocate  this  and 
Imidred  theories  ever  trouble  them- 
selves to  confront  the  consequences 
of  what  they.  sayP  According  to 
them^  ejl  these*  internal  parasites, 
the  cause  of  so  much  pain,  disease 
aad  death,  must  have  been  created 
irona  the  first  in  the  bodies  they  were 
destined  to  haunt,  in  the  innocent 
sheep»  in  the — as.  yet  not  guilly — 
man.  This  in  the  age  of  innocence ! 
tins  before  pain  and  death  had  been 
intifodueed  into  the  world !  this 
by  ^cK|uiaite  benevolence,  this  by 
gloriow  design  I^  You  cannot  believe 
it,  unless  all  your  neighbours  are 
willing  to  help  you,  and  they  are 
72oi  wHling. 

Time  HeuIs  for  showing  in  all  the 
sab-kingdoms  of  the  animal  world, 
or  even  in  a  sinele  division  of  any 
one  of  them^  the  gradations  by 
which  different  forms  are  closely 
united.  For  the  connection  between 
the  various  groups  of  the  Protozoa^ 
Carpenter  On  the  Microscope  will  be 
a  useful  guide  to  the  student.  For 
tiie  Pdy  cistina,  one  of  those  groups, 
we  may  take  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Mnngo  Ponton.     He    is   an  anti- 


Darwinian.  He  has  written  a  ou^ 
rious  book  with  a  curious  title, 
The  Begvnmmg :  its  When,  cund  its 
How,  In  it  ho  says,  '  Doubtless  had 
we  at  once  placed  before  us  the  en« 
tire  series  of  forms  assumed  by  the 
Polydstina,  we  should  be  enabled 
to  discover  that  they  are  all  linked 
together  by  transitional  types.' 

Between  these  and  the  Sponges 
Dr.  Carpenter  points  out  the  little 
intermediate  group  of  the  Acantho- 
laetnna,  extremely  minute  balls  of 
jelly  upon  a  framework  of  spicules 
which  radiate  in  all  directions  from 
a  common  centre. 

Between  the  SpcngiadsB  of  the 
lowest  sub-kingdom  and  the  Coelen- 
terata,  the  sub-kingdom  immedi- 
ately above  them,  those  who  have 
studied  the  Devonian  fossUs  of 
Devoni^iire  will  know  how  close 
and  how  pnzzlingly  dose  is  oft^n 
tiie  general  simuiarily  of  appear- 
ance. Especially  the  Milleporid» 
and  tiie  Favodtido  affect  a  spon- 
giose  structure.  The  modern  Alcy- 
onium  dig^tatum  (vulgarly  known 
as  *'  Dead  man's  toes')  and  Millepora 
tubepTQulosa  are  both  very  sponge- 
like masses.  We  do  not  for  a 
moment  wish  to  afl&liate  particular 
corals  to  particular  sponges  on  the 
strength  of  any  superficial  resem- 
blance ;  but  we  maintain  that  when 
striking  similarities  present  them- 
selves between  different  classes  or 
different  sub-kingdoms,  they  are 
much  more  Ukely  to  be  due  to 
development  from  a  common  origin 
than  tccreation  upon  separate  types. 
The  habit  of  living  in  colonies,  in 
which  the  different  members  of  the 
society  are  as  closely  united  as  a 
man's  body  and  limbs,  is  common 
both  to  sponges  and  corals.  Besides 
the  ordinary  method  of  reproduc- 
tion, these  creatures  and  some  others 
have  anoUier  method  called  fissi- 
parity,  the  method  of  reproduction 
by  splittings  When  a  creature  splits 
itself  almost  in  half  and  each  frag- 


"  BollestoD,  Op,  cit,i'p,  cxziii. 
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ment  ronnds  itself  off  into  a  new 
individnal,  the  distinction  between 
parent  and  child  most  be  reduced 
to  a  minimtun,  and  when  gemmi- 
pariiy,  or  production  by  budding, 
iq  added  to  production  bj  self- 
splitting,  a  perfect  tangle  of  rela- 
tionships must  be  the  result.  How- 
ever, be  that  as  it  may,  we  have 
here  three  methods  of  reproduction, 
only  one  of  which  pervades  the 
whole  animal  kingdom,  reproduc- 
tion by  the  union  of  two  distinct 
elements.  Not  either  of  the  methods 
fiiyonrable  to  the  stability  of  species, 
but  the  method  favourable  to  varia- 
tion, since  the  product  of  two  things 
unlike  each  other  cannot  be  exactly 
like  them  both.  Why  was  this 
method  selected  by  nature,  in  spite 
of  the  faults  found  with  it  by  Mil- 
ton's genius  ?  *®  May  we  not  say 
that  it  determined  its  own  selection 
by  giving  rise  to  useful  variations, 
in  which  the  other  methods  were 
unfruitfiil?  From  the  cumulative 
inheritance  of  many  advantageous 
variations  creatures  would  be  at 
length  developed  too  specialised  to 
admit  of  splitting  without  injury, 
or  of  budding  out  the  entire  organ- 
ism from  the  foot,  or  side,  or  cheek 
of  the  parent.  Nevertheless  the 
power  of  budding  was  not  altogether 
lost,  for  crabs  and  star-fish  can  re- 
pair the  loss  of  limbs  by  budding 
out  fresh  ones.  The  same  thing 
has  been  observed  to  take  place 
even  in  the  human  embryo,  and  in 
human  beings  of  matnrer  life  extra 
digits  have  sprouted  again  after 
amputation. 

Within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Coelenterata,  the  stony  corals  of  the 
Anthozoa  show  an  immense  variety 
of  forms  linked  together  by  multi- 
tudinous minute  gradations.  In 
studying  what  are  commonly  known 
as  sea-anemones,  most  persons  are 
at  first  surprised  to  find  that  while 
some  are  perfectly  soft,  others,  very 


like  them  in  general  aspect,  have  a 
hard  stony  skeleton.  We  know  well 
enough  that  hard-hearted  men  and 
soft-hearted  women  spring  from  tlie 
same  parents.  We  ought  not,  then, 
to  wonder  at  a  corresponding  varia- 
tion in  the  structure  of  a  polype. 
Here,  again,  we  have  the  requisite 
gradations  from  absolute  sdhiess 
through  a  mere  granular  harden- 
ing to  a  complete  continuous  con- 
soHdation.'^  And  if  this  were  not 
enough  to  show  us  how  Nature,  as 
De  Quatre£ages  says,  had  be^n  feel- 
ing her  way  to  a  conclusion,  we  haje 
the  abiding,  continually  repeated 
evidence  of  the  process  of  develop- 
ment in  each  individual,  for  in  their 
youth  all  the  corallaria  alike  are 
soft-bodied  polypes.  By  degrees 
they  acquire  their  appropriate  gra- 
nulations, their  solid  walls,  weir 
cycles  of  septa,  costse,  columella, 
pali,  and  synapticulae,  the  tabnle, 
the  vesicular  tissue,  and  the  epi> 
theca.  By  degrees  only  do  they 
acquire  a  right  in  these  hard  names, 
nor  yet  do  any  ever  acquire  a  right 
in  them  all,  but  some  in  many,  some 
in  a  few,  and  some  in  only  one. 
Be  it  granted  that  while  the  present 
argument  tends  to  show  that  a  soft 
polype  was  the  ancestor  of  all  the  co- 
rallaria, we  are  confronted  with  the 
circumstances  that  all  the  soft  po- 
Ijpea  are  modem,  and  that  the  most 
complicated  stony  corals  range  hack 
through  millions  of  years  to  the 
Silurian  period.  It  looks,  at  the 
first  glance,  as  if  the  ancestor  only 
began  to  live  a  great  while  after  the 
death  of  his  descendants.  Bnt  a 
single  observation  clears  up  the  mys- 
tery. The  soft  polypes  won't  fos- 
silise. Few  would  care  to  deny  the 
existence  of  such  creatures  contem- 
porary with  the  SOurian  Acervularia 
luxurians,  and  thenceforward  down 
to  our  own  times.  But,  if  so,  what 
a  multitude  of  forms  has  been  lost 
to  human  recognition,  how  vast  a 


>•  Paradise  Lost,  book  x.  ver.  888. 
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slice  has  been  cut  out  of  the  genea- 
logical history  of  the  Coelenterata  ! 
There   still   remains  the  apparent 
difficulty  Uiat  we  should  find  almost 
at  the  beginning  of  fossil  records 
corals  so  highlj  developed  as  the 
Acervularia.  It  tro?tZc2  be  a  difficulty, 
were  it  in  any  degree  probable  that 
the  Silurian  period  was  the  true 
beginning  of  fossil  history.    But  in 
the  first  place,  from  rocks  fiur  older 
than  the  Silurian  we  now  have  the 
fbraminiferous  structure  of  the  Eo- 
zoon  Ganadense ;  secondly,  we  know 
that  repeated  research  has  been  con- 
tinually pushing  back  the  zone  of 
primordial  life  into  a  more  and  more 
distant  past;  thirdly,  we  must  re- 
member how  recently  and  how  gra- 
dually the  antiquity  of  the  higher 
organisms  has  been  established,  as  of 
man  in  particular,  of  the  mammals 
in  general,  and  of  birds ;  fourthly, 
it  is  obvious  that  time  has  a  great 
effect  in  obliterating  the  traces  of 
life,  since  in  the  Upper  Oolite  we 
can  recogoise  the  existence  of  birds 
hy  the  bones  and  feathers  they  have 
left,  whereas  in  the  fe^r  older  Trias 
(E^euper)  we  have  as  vet  no  memo- 
rials of  them  but  their  foot-prints. 
And  lastly,  in  the  relation  of  animal 
to  vegetable  life  we  have  a  conclu- 
de proof  that  there  were  living 
things  upon  the  globe  prior  to  any 
of  which  fossil  remains  have  hitherto 
been    found.     The    oldest    known 
fossil  is   the  fossil  of  an  animal 
structure.     On  what  did  that  ani- 
mal support  life  ?    Unless  the  na- 
ture of  thines  has  been  altered  in 
the  meanwhile,  which  there  is  not 
the  shadow  of  a  reason  for  sup- 
posing, vegetable   life  must  have 
preceded  animal  life  upon  the  globe 
for  the  simple  reason  that  animals 
caxmot  live    upon    soup  made    of 
atones   and    water  seasoned    with 
sunlight,  while  vegetables  can. 

The  inference  from  all  these  con- 
siderations is  that  there  is  not  the 


slightest  difficulty  in  believing  that 
a  multitude  of  forms  of  the  fleshy 
polypes  lived  in  the  pre-SHurian 
age,  ancestral  to  the  simple  and  to 
the  more  or  less  complicated  stony 
corals  which  have  flourished  since. 
Of  persons  bearing  certain  names 
we  are  sometimes  pleased  to  say 
that  such  an  one  is  a  man  of  a  very 
old  &mily,  ignoring  the  fact  that 
the  ragged  crossing-sweeper,  who 
has  no  name  to  boast  of  but  a  nick- 
name, is  a  man  of  a  fainily  precisely 
as  old.  He  has  not  kept  tiie  records 
of  his  forefathers,  he  cannot  point 
to  a  fossil  ancestry  enshrined  in 
marble,  and  we  think  that  he  has 
none.  We  deem  of  him  as  a  crea- 
ture of  yesterday,  sprung  from  the 
mud  in  which  he  plies  his  toil. 
You  will  observe  how  this  prejudice 
afieots  men's  minds  on  the  whole 
question  of  genealogical  history. 
Nothing  but  their  own  actual  pre- 
sence at  each  successive  birth 
through  thousands  or  millions  of 
years  would  suf&ce  to  satisfy  some 
of  these  sceptics  as  to  the  connection 
by  descent  between  two  diflerent 
forms. 

Passing  from  the  Anthozoa  to  the 
Hydrozoa,  we  have  to  observe  the 
points  of  likeness  between  the  two 
orders,  the  Discophora  or  Medusao, 
and  the  Hydroida.  To  the  Disoo- 
phores  belong  the  large  jelly-fishes, 
one  of  which,  the  Cyana&a  Arctica,  is 
said  to  attain  a  diameter  of  seven 
feet  and  a  half.  The  great  Disco- 
phores  and  the  tiny  hydroids  pre- 
sent paraUel  courses  of  development. 
For  these  and  those  alike  a  polypite 
affixed  and  stationary  budis  out  a 
medusa  form  to  swim  freely  in  the 
vraters,  which  in  turn  sends  forth  a 
brood  of  ciliated  embryos,  and  these 
after  a  while  choose  some  point  of 
attachment,  and  develop  into  sta- 
tionary polypites  to  bud  forth  a  new 
generation  of  medussB.*^ 

In  some  genera  of  both  groups 


*•  The  Popular  Science  Review^  April  1871.      Art.  *  Discophores/  by  tho  -Rev.  Thomas 
Hincks. 
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the  stationary  polypite  is  wanting. 
The  medusa  is  developed  direct 
from,  the  e^g  of  the  medusa.  The 
suppression  of  certain  stages  of  de- 
Telopment  in  the  life-history  of  an 
animal  is  not  uncommon.  Its  ad- 
vantage may  easily  be  compre- 
hended. By  it  a  creature  attains 
maturity  sooner,  and  is  therefore 
sooner  capable  of  defending  itself 
against  enemies  and  propagating 
its  species.  Such  a  variation,  there- 
fore, natural  selection  would  natu- 
rally select,  while  other  theories 
stammer  helplessly  in  trying  to  ex- 
plain it.*' 

In  the  Hydroida  a  chain  of  re- 
semblances will  be  found  binding 
together  the  various  genera  and 
species.  The  chitinous  envelope, 
sometimes  wanting,  sometimes  ex- 
tremely simple,  in  other  cases  be- 
comes a  miniature  tree,  a  maze  of 
fairy  foliage  adorned  with  exquisite 
cups  or  shining  bells,  all  instinct 
with  life  and  sometimes  with  living 
fire.  With  the  valuable  assistance 
of  Mr.  Hincks  and  Professor  All- 
man,  the  reproductive  polypite  may 
be  traced  through  a  series  of  tran- 
sitional forms  in  different  species 
from  a  mere  adherent  sac  to  the 
free  medusiform  zooid,  so  surprising 
in  its  tiny  loveliness  as  it  glides 
about  or  sinks  or  rises  in  the  water 
like  a  transparent  parachute  or 
crystal  vase.  Between  the  free 
swimming  bell  polypite  devoted  to 
reproduction  and  the  stationary  poly- 
pite devoted  to  nutrition,  parts,  one 
might  almost  say,  of  the  same  indi- 
vidual, though  in  former  times  re- 
garded as  quite  different  animals, 
there  is  in  fact  the  closest  connec- 
tion even  in  form.  The  swimming 
bell  is  but  a  disguise,  a  sort  of  pet- 
ticoat and  crinoline,  useful  perhaps 
but  not  universal — a  fashion,  one 
might  say,  not  abruptly  introduced. 


but,  like  the  petticoat,  gradually 
developed,  since  there  are  stationaiy 
polypites  with  the  beginning  of 
such  an  expansion,  and  fr'ee  poly- 
pites without  it. 

In  the  sub-kingdom  of  the  Vermes 
there  is  the  class  of  the  Gfephyraea, 
so  called  from  a  Greek  word  signi- 
fying *  bridge,*  because  this  class 
bridges  over  the  interval  between 
the  Vermes  and  the  Echinoder- 
mata.** 

Of  the  latter  sub-kingdom  Dr. 
Thomas  "Wright,  in  his  Monograph 
published  by  the  PalsDontographical 
Society  for  1856,  remarks:  *No 
class  of  the  animal  kingdom  more 
clearly  exhibits  a  gradation  of 
structure  than  the  Echinodermata ; 
for  while  some  remain  rooted  to  the 
sea-bottom,  and  in  this  sessile  con- 
dition and  other  points  of  structure 
resemble  the  Polypifera,  others  ex- 
hibit the  true  rayed  forms,  clothed 
in  prickly  armour,  which  charac- 
terise the  central  groups  of  this 
class.  These  conduct  us  through  a 
series  of  beautiful  gradations,  to 
soft  elongated  organisms  whose 
forms  mimic  the  Ascidian  Mollusca; 
whilst  others  have  the  long  cylin- 
drical body  and  annulose  condition 
of  the  skin,  with  the  reptatory 
habits  of  the  apodous  Annelida.' 

Since  this  was  written,  the 
SipunculidaB  and  others  after  con- 
siderable controversy  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  Ediinodemiata  to 
the  GephyrsBan  class  of  worms 
above-mentioned.  Considering  the 
astonishing  difference  between  the 
common  earthworm  and  a  sea- 
urchin,  it  is  surely  a  circumstance 
requiring  some  explanation  that 
forms  should  exist  the  affinities  of 
which  lie  doubtfully  between  the 
two. 

The  Echinoderms  are  divided 
into  four  classes,  the  Crinoidea — 


'*  See  Facts  for  Darwin,  By  Pritz  Miiller.  Chapter  on  the  '  Progress  of  Erohitioii.' 
Translated  by  BaUas. 

"  See  Eolleston,  Forms  of  Animal  Life,  p.  cxzxi. ;  and  for  the  points  of  resemblance 
to  Echinodermata  in  the  PkUyelminthes  ana  JRot^fera,  see  note  pp.  153  &c 
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Asteroidea,  Echinoidea,  and  Holo- 
thorioidea.  The  lowest  of  these, 
the  Crinoidea,  were  extremely  abun- 
dant in  the  Silnrian  and  Devonian 
periods.  They  are  now  exceedingly 
lare.  It  may  seem  rather  damaging 
to  the  theoiy  of  evolution  that  thus 
early  among  our  fossil  records  we 
should  find  the  beautiftd  stone- 
lilies  in  high  perfection,  with  their 
long  jointed  stems  channelled  and 
embossed  in  various  patterns,  their 
cups  of  ingenious  mosaic,  their 
branching  arms  and  delicate  fila- 
ments. But  the  existence  of  these 
hijghl^  organised  stone-lilies  in  the 
Silurian  period  is  in  truth  of  great 
importance  to  the  evolution  theory. 
The  whole  range  of  fossil  records 
may  be  said  to  have  established  this 
general  law,  that  in  the  history  of 
any  order  or  fiimily  of  animals,  the 
genera  and  species  gradually  in- 
crease in  number  till  they  attain  a 
Tnaximum,  and  from  that  mftximTiTTi 
gradually  decline  till  they  finally 
die  out.  Thus  the  trilobites  be- 
come most  abundant  about  the 
middle  of  the  Palsaozoic  series  of 
rocks,  and  are  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  extinct  at  the  close 
of  the  upper  Palaeozoic  series. 
Thus  oysters,  which  in  the  creta- 
ceous period  numbered  hundreds 
of  species,  are  every  year  becoming 
less  considerate  of  the  wants  of 
their  human  congeners — in  other 
words,  are  obviously  going  through 
the  process  of  gradually  dying  out. 
Apply  this  law  to  the  case  of  the 
Crinoids,  once  so  abxmdant,  now  so 
scarce,  and  the  saggestion  arises 
that  half  their  history  may  be  pre- 
Silnrian,  buried  in  an  unknown 
past,  during  which  they  were  rising 
from  scarcity  to  abundance,  as  since 
then  they  have  been  sinking  from 
abnndance  to  scarcity. 

In  another  way  the  Crinoids  fur- 
nish remarkable  evidence  in  favour 
of  the  evolution  theory.  The  Ante- 
don,  alias  Comatula,  alia^  Feather- 


star,  is  a  Crinoid.  But  the  long 
peduncle  or  foot-stalk,  so  charac- 
teristic of  its  class,  is  wanting.  It 
is  free  and  unattached  Hke  the 
common  starfish,  which  it  also  re- 
sembles in  possessing  five  arms, 
although  these  arms  bifurcate  very 
close  to  the  base  and  seem  to  l>e 
ten  in  number.  Now,  if  anyone 
supposes  it  impossible  for  a  free- 
swimming  starfish  to  have  been 
developed  from  a  pedunculated  cri- 
noid, the  comatula  gives  him  his 
answer.  In  its  larval  stage,  like  the 
oflspring  of  the  polype,  like  the 
ofispring  of  the  starfish  and  the 
echinus,  it  is  a  little  free-swimming 
ciliated  zooid.  From  this  estate  it 
passes  into  the  condition  of  a 
pedunculated  crinoid,  and  finally 
drops  ofi^  its  stalk  and  becomes 
free  again.  When  the  life  of  one 
small  obscure  animal  presents 
changes  so  remarkable,  and  when 
in  fact  the  lives  of  all  animals  pre- 
sent changes  which  would  be  equally 
remarkable  were  they  less  familiar, 
all  idea  of  improbability  or  impossi- 
bility must  surely  be  discarded  as 
attaching  in  any  degree  to  the 
theory  of  evolution.  Mr.  Mungo 
Ponton,  to  whom  we  have  before 
referred  as  an  anti- Darwinian  wit- 
ness, makes  the  following  most  per- 
tinent remark :  *  The  most  striking 
feature  in  animal  metamorphosis 
generally  is  the  greatness  of  the 
change  in  both  Sie  external  and 
internal  character  of  the  organism 
which  it  involves.  The  gradual 
conversion  of  one  species  of  animal 
into  another,  as  of  an  ass  into  a 
horse,  or  even  of  one  genus  int6 
another,  as  of  a  hare  into  a  dog, 
would  not  involve  alterations  of 
structure  so  great  as  those  which 
are  thus  embraced  in  the  life-history 
of  one  and  the  same  individual 
being.'  23 

The  Asteroidea  are  divided  into 
two  sub-classes,  the  Ophiuridsa  and 
the  Asteriadsd,  distinguished  among 


*•  The  Beginning,  its  When  and  tie  How,  p.  241. 


K  K  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


472 


On  some  Gradatmis  in  the  Forms  of  Animal  Life,         [April 


other  things  by  the  relation  of  their 
arms  or  rays  to  the  central  disk. 
The  arms  in  the  Ophiarida  contain 
no  portion  of  the  (Ugestive  and  re- 
productive apparatus  as  they  do  in 
the  Asteriad09.  In  the  OphinridcB 
the  genus  Astrophyton  presents  us 
with  five  rays  branching  dichoto- 
mously  from  their  roots,  as  the  rays 
branch  from  their  bases  in  the  Co- 
matula.  Herein  we  have  a  striking 
link  between  this  class  and  the 
Cnnoidea.  On  the  other  hand,  with 
members  of  its  own  sub- class,  the 
Ophiocomas  or  brittle-stars,  Astro- 
phyton is  said  by  Forbes  to  be  con- 
nected by  gradational  forms  of  the 
genus  Trichaster.'*   The  Ophiocoma 

? asses  easily  into  the  Ophiura. 
'he  Luidia,  famous,  like  the  brittle- 
stars,  for  shedding  its  arms  at  those 
who  attempt  to  capture  it,  itself  an 
Asteriad,  links  the  Asteriadss  with 
the  Ophiuras.  On  the  other  side, 
the  genus  Gbniaster  connects  the 
AsteriadsD  with  the  EchinidsB  or  sea- 
urchins.  Among  these  a  multitude 
of  forms,  round,  oval,  heart-shaped, 
&t,  dome-like,  conical  or  undu- 
lating, are  so  interlaced  and  bound 
together  by  resemblanoes  where 
jnost  they  differ,  by  the  slightness 
of  the  differences  which  end  in  ac- 
cumulating generic  distinction,  that 
anyone  who  will  thoroughly  and 
honestly  study  all  the  available 
forms,  fossil  and  recent,  will  find  it 
far  more  difficult  to  believe  them 
the  result  of  a  great  many  separate 
:acts  of  creation  than  to  beheve 
them  the  members  of  a  single 
family,  derived  from  a  common  an- 
cestor. 

There  is  a  curious  organ,  known 
as  the  madreporiform  tubercle,  and 
connected  with  what  is  called  the 
water- vascular  circulation,  existing 
alike  in  the  OphiuridaB,  the  Aste- 
riadsB,  and  the  Echinidae.  Its  posi- 
tion is  central  in  the  first ;  lateral 
on  the  dorsal  surface  in  the  second, 
being  almost  marginal  in  Luidia; 


and    dorsally    sub-central    in   the 
third  of  these  classes. 

The  sub-kingdom  of  the  Arthro- 
poda,  to  which  we  shall  next  torn 
our  attention,  embraces  within  its 
limits  the  crab  and  the  butterfly. 
This  must  seem  a  most  paradoxic^   | 
caprice  in  classification,  unless  some 
intermediate  form  presents  itself  to 
the    mind.     The   sub-kingdom  in 
question  is,   in  fact,   divided  into 
four  classes — Insecta,    Myriopoda, 
Arachnida,  Crustacea.     And  when, 
in  addition  to  the  crab  and  the  bat- 
terfly,  we  remark  that  it  includes 
the  caterpillar,  the  centipede,  and 
the  spider,  a  possibility  gradually 
dawns  upon  the  mind,  that  among 
the  countless  forms  which  nature 
provides,  here  also  some   may  be 
found  to  link  together  the  unlike, 
to  supply  the  requisite  fine  grada- 
tions, to   prove  in   a  sense  more 
literal  than  the  poet  intended,  that 
'one   touch  of  nature  makes  the 
whole  world  kin.'     We  can  easily 
accept  the  butterfly  and  the  spider  as 
belonging  to  the  same  sub-kmgdom. 
The  spider  and  the  spider-crab  are 
not  so  unlike  when  placed  together 
as  to  revolt  our  notions  of  con- 
grnity  in  grouping.   As  a  matter  of 
fact,   the  nervous   system   of  the 
Crustacea,  we  are  told,  resembles 
in  its  general  principles  that  of  the 
insects.   The  visual  organ   in    the 
Crustacea  is  essentially  similar  to 
that  of  insects.     In  the  cmstacea, 
as  in  insects,  there  is  a  marked 
division  of  the  body  into  three  re- 
gions,  the  head,  the  thorax,   the 
abdomen.      The    throwing    off  of 
the   old  integument,   and    its    re- 
placement by  a  new  one  during  the 
growth  of  the  animal,  takes  place  in 
all  the  Crustacea,  says  Mr.  BeU,  as 
necessarily  and  as  constantly  as  in 
insects  during  their  larva  condition.'* 
The  very  peculiarity  of  undergoing 
metamorphoses,   which    was    once 
thought  most  decisively  to  set  apart 
the  insect  tribe,  is  now  known  to 


«*  History  of  British  Star-fishes,  p.  68. 


**  British  Crustacea,  p.  zzziii. 
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belong  also  to  the  cmstacea.  Crea- 
tures so  widely  apart  in  construc- 
tion, that  at  one  time  they  were 
placed  not  only  in  different  genera 
but  in  different  orders,  are  now 
known  to  be  the  same  individual 
animal  in  the  changeful  guises  or 
disguises  of  its  personal  develop- 
ment. The  Zoea,  the  Megalopa, 
^  Moenas  CarcKnus,  or  Shore- crab, 
are  but  the  baby,  the  child,  the 
adult  forms  of  a  single  animal.^^ 
This  is  most  instructive  in  regard 
to  the  abrupt  metamorphoses  from 
the  caterpillar  to  the  pupa,  from 
the  pnpa  to  the  imago  stages  in  the 
Lepidoptera.  It  has  seemed  ex- 
tremely puzzling  to  reconcile  with 
the  theory  of  evolution  the  transi- 
tion of  a  creeping  caterpillar  into 
an  inert  chrysidis,  and  of  the  chry- 
ealia  into  a  bright- winged  butterfly, 
all  within  the  limits  of  a  single  life- 
time. The  puzzle  would  be  equally 
great  with  the  three  forms  of 
Mcenas  Carcinus,  were  the  transi- 
i  tions  equity  abrupt.  But  they  are 
!  not  so.  The  process  of  develop- 
ment has  there  been  proved  by  Mr. 
Spence  Bate  to  be  perfectly  gra- 
dual.*^ In  the  Lepidoptera  the  pi'o- 
I  cess  is  no  longer  gradual,  no  doubt 
for  the  simple  reason  that  many  of 
the  intermediate  stages  have  been 
suppressed,  or  repressed,  and  lost 
to  observation.  That  such  sup- 
pression may  take  place  is  clearly 
indicated  by  the  example  of  the 
West  Indian  Gecarcinus,  or  land- 
crab,  which  brings  forth  its  young 
in  the  likeness  of  the  adult  form 
without  the  intervention  of  meta- 
morphic  stages.  .Fritz  Miiller  has 
pointed  out  the  considerable  advan- 
tage which  this  peculiarity  would 
give  to  the  species  possessing  it  in 
the  struggle  for  existence.  And 
probably  the  advocates  of  special 
creations  will  regard  it  as  a  beau- 
tiful adaptation  of  the  land-crabs  to 


the  conditions  of  crab-life  upon  land. 
Before  these  advocates  it  is  neces- 
sary to  lay  another  beautiful  adap- 
tation of  land-crabs  to  the  conditions 
of  continental  existence.  *  Once  in 
the  year  they  migrate  in  great 
crowds  to  the  sea,  in  order  to 
deposit  their  eggs,  and  afterwards 
return  much  exhausted  towards 
their  dv^elling-places,  which  are 
reached  only  by  a  few.*^^  On  the 
principles  of  natural  selection  we 
can  understand  the  gradual  migra- 
tion of  crabs,  which  varied  so  as 
to  be  capable  of  it,  farther  and 
farther  inland.  On  the  same  prin- 
ciples we  can  understand  the  pre- 
servation of  an  instinct  in  these 
creatures  of  depositing  their  eggs 
in  the  sea-waves  or  on  the  sea- 
shore, though  that  instinct  proved 
subsequently  fatal  to  the  parents 
themselves.  The  capacity  for  land- 
life  being  a  late  acquisition,  and 
therefore  not  at  the  outset  inherited 
by  their  offspring  in  the  earliest 
stages,  the  eggs  if  deposited  on  dry 
land  would  have  penshed  and  the 
race  become  extinct.  Accordingly 
only  those  species  of  land-crabs 
would  be  preserved  in  which  the 
mothers  chose,  at  whatever  expense 
to  their  own  lives,  to  be  delivered 
of  their  offspring  at  the  sea-side. 
This  result  may  be  beautifnl  or 
ugly  as  you  please  to  regard  it ;  it 
can  at  least  be  seen  to  be  natural. 
Some  minds  take  a  different  view. 
They  think  it  more  consonant  to 
piety  and  religion  to  beliey^  that 
by  an  arrangement  of  special  crea- 
tion, by  the  excellent  design  of 
supreme  wisdom,  the  parents  were 
fitted  only  for  life  upon  dry  land, 
the  children  only  for  life  m  sea- 
water  ;  that  the  land-crabs  of  almost 
every  species  were  specially  created 
with  an  instinct  destructive  to  their 
own  lives. 
We  have  spoken  of  land-crabs  and 


*•  Bell,  British  Stalk-eyed  Crusiaceaf  p.  liv. 

•*  Fritz  Mnller,  Facta  for  Darwin,  p.  55. 

^  Trosehel,  qaoted  by  Fritz  Miiller,  p.  48,  note. 
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shore-crabs;  there  are  also  river- 
crabs  and  deep-sea  crabs.  Between 
the  crabs  that  are  constantly  in  the 
water,  and  the  crabs  that  are  con- 
stantly on  the  land,  there  are  those 
which  are  amphibious.  Breathing 
in  the  air  and  breathing  in  the 
water  are  two  different  things.  It  is 
only  necessary  to  hold  one's  head 
in  a  bucket  of  water  for  a  minute 
and  a  half  to  prove  this  experimen- 
tally. This  difference  alone  might 
seem  a  satisfactory  refutation  of 
the  theory  of  man's  origin  from  a 
marine  animal.  But  the  crab  re- 
futes the  refutation.  And  the  re- 
searches of  Fritz  Miiller  have  shown 
by  what  very  simple  stages  the 
transition  from  aquatic  to  aerial 
respiration  may  be  effected.  Among 
the  Grapsoidae  he  observed  that  the 
animal  opened  its  bronchial  cavity 
in  front  or  behind,  according  as 
it  had  to  breathe  water  or  air.^^  In 
many  of  the  Crustacea  there  are 
contrivances  by  which  the  animal 
continues,  when  upon  land,  to 
breathe  iiie  water  which  it  retains 
in  its  own  body  ;  and  it  seems  pro- 
bable  that,  in  some  of  the  terres- 
trial Isopoda,  the  same  contrivances 
which  protect  the  branchiae,  or 
water-breathing  apparatus,  and  pre- 
vent the  too  rapid  escape  of  mois- 
ture, have,  beyond  this,  a  pulmonary 
function — that  is,  subserve  the  pur- 
pose of  aerial  respiration.^® 

There  are  two  main  divisions  of 
the  Crustacea,  the  Sessile-eyed  and 
the  Stalk-eyed.  The  Stalk-eyed 
Prawn  has  been  traced  through  its 
several  stages  of  development-— the 
K'auplius,  Zoea,  Mysis  forms — till  it 
becomes  a  perfect  Palaemon.  The 
two  first  of  these  forms  correspond 
with  those  of  the  low-er  Crustacea, 
and  are  sessile-eyed,  thus  remark- 
ably binding  together  the  two  great 
divisions  of  the  class,  Mr.  Bell,  in 
the  Introduction  to  his  History  of 
the   British   stalk-eyed    Crustacea, 


observes  that '  the  variations  which 
occur  in  every  organ  and  function, 
in  the  different  groups  belonging  to 
the  Crustacean  type,  are  so  consider- 
able as  to  render  it  almost  impossi- 
ble to  include  them  all  within  one 
common  and   well-defined   expres- 
sion.'      He  speaks  of  the   typical 
characters  as  being  '  astonishingly 
modified,'   in   some   cases   *  totally 
changed,'  *  in  others,  absolutely  lost' 
In  other  words,  while  still  apparently 
a  believer  in  the  theory  of  typical 
creations,  he  confesses  the  fallacious- 
ness of  that  theory.  For  how  can  crea- 
tures be  created  according  to  a  type, 
with  the  typical  characters  absolutely 
lost  ?    But  none  of  the  modifications 
of    the  twenty-one  segments  with 
their  appendages  whidi   appertain 
to  the  Crustacea,  be  it   into  eye- 
stalks  or  foot-jaws,  into  ambulatory 
feet  or  natatory,  be  it  by  soldering 
and  expansion  of  the  plates  into  a 
broad    carapace,    or  dwindling  of 
appendages  into  rudimentary  dots 
upon  the  tail — ^none  of  these  changes 
are  in  any  way  alien  to  the  princi- 
ples of  natursJ  selection  based  on 
variation.      The  single  eye  of  the 
Nauplius,  the  two  sessile  eyes  of  the 
Zoea,  the  two  stalked  eyes  of  the 
ftill-grown  Prawn,   accord  but  ill 
with     typical     formation.      They 
accord  perfectly  well  with  the  theory 
of  development ;    as  also  does  the 
circumstaiice    that    in  the    young 
animal    the  number  of   facets  in 
the  eye  is  fewer  than  in  the  adult 
state.      Thus,  according  to  Spence 
Bate,  *  in  the  genus  Gammaru^,  the 
number  of  lenses  in  the  young  is  first 
eight  or  ten,  whilst  in  the  adult  they 
number  from  forty  to  fifty.*^^  There 
are  men  of  science   who  put  for- 
ward particular  organisations,  and 
captiously  enquire  how  the  incipient 
stages  of  such  structures  could  have 
been  of  any  use,  so  as  to  be  pre- 
served by  natural  selection.  This  is 
what  Mr.  Mivart  has  done  in  refia*- 


*•  Fritz  Miiller,  Facts  for  Darmn,  p.  31. 

'^'BrUish  SessUe-ejftd  Cmstacea,  Int.  p.  xxzvii.    Spenoe  Bate,  and  J.  0.  Wcatwood. 

•'  SesHte-et/ed  Crustacea.    Introduction,  p.  viii. 
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ence  to  the  whalebone  of  the  whale's 
mouth.  Surely  this  is  nothing  but 
an  appeal  to  ignorance.  To  an  ani- 
mal such  as  the  whale  is  now,  very 
likely  rudimentary  whalebone  would 
be  of  little  service.  But  who  told 
Mr.  Mivart  that  the  whale  had 
acquired  all  the  conditions  of  its  pre- 
sent organisation  before  the  whale- 
bone began  to  sprout  ?  The  long 
fibrous  plates  which  depend  from 
the  upper  jaw  of  the  Greenland 
whale  serve  it,  for  securing  its  food, 
in  place  of  teeth.  Doubtless,  prior 
to  the  development  of  the  whale- 
bone, the  ancestral  form  had  teeth, 
for  the  rudiments  are  still  to  be 
found  in  both  jaws  of  the  young 
ones.  All  other  species  possess 
teeth  either  in  one  or  both  jaws,  and 
in  these  only  short  fringes  of  whale- 
bone are  found.  If  the  short  fringes  - 
are  useless,  why,  O  teleologists !  are 
they  there  ?  If  they  are  not  useless, 
why  should  they  not  have  been  pre- 
served by  natuiul  selection  ?  Grant- 
ed that  the  incipient  structure  may 
not  have  been  a  short  finnge,  but 
merely  a  minute  gummy  exudation 
ontheroof  of  themouth,  is  it  impossi- 
ble to  conceive  any  use  and  advan- 
tage for  so  slight  a  variation  ?  Far 
from  it.  In  a  minor  degree  it  would 
sabserve  the  very  purpose  fulfilled 
by  the  long  sieve-Hke  structure  in 
the  skxdl  of  the  Greenland  whale — 
namely,  the  detention  of  little  Ptero- 
pods  and  MedussB,  on  which  the 
huge  monster  delicately  feeds.^^ 

The  sub-kingdom  of  the  Mollusks 
is  divided  into  two  great  provinces  ; 
one,  the  MoUusca  proper,  among 
which  are  Cuttle-fish,  Slugs,  Ptero- 
poda  and  bivalve  oysters ;  the  other, 
the  Molluscoidea,  containing  the 
Brachiopoda,  Polyzoa  and  Tunicata, 
to  whicn  last  belong  the  Ascidians 
or  sea-squirts,  the  now  famous  an- 


cestors of  mankind.  But  seeing 
that  the  vertebrates  go  back  at  least 
as  far  as  the  Old  Bed  Sandstone,  so 
far  back  at  least  we  have  a  claim 
to  a  vertebrate  ancestry.  If  any  man 
is  offended,  if  any  man  is  wounded 
in  his  religious  feelings  by  the  afiSr- 
mation  of  a  probability  that  his 
forefather  at  a  time  long  antecedent 
to  the  Old  Red  Sandstone  period 
had  no  back-bone,  no  rudiment  of  a 
tail,  such  a  man,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing, must  have  inherited  some  of  the 
softness  of  his  MoUuscan  progenitor. 
On  the  affinities  between  the  vari- 
ous classes  and  orders  of  this  sub- 
kingdom,  we  havenottimetodwell.*3 
It  is  the  sub-kingdom  which  upon 
the  whole  approaches  most  closely 
to  the  sub-kingdom  of  the  vertebrata, 
although  in  the  present  state  of 
knowledge  there  is  still  a  large  in- 
terval between  them.  Even  this 
large  interval  is  partially  bridged 
over  by  the  Amphioxus  lanceolatus, 
or  Lancelot,  the  single  species  which 
represents  the  Pharyngobranchial 
order  of  fishes.  The  Lancelot,  a  little 
worm-like,  semi-transparent  fish, 
two  inches  in  length  when  full 
grown,  has  pulsating  vessels  instead 
of  a  sacculiur  heart,  and  is  -without 
either  cranium  or  brain  strictly 
so  called.  In  the  development  of 
this  the  lowest  of  the  vertebrates 
correspondences  have  been  noticed 
with  the  development  of  certain 
Ascidians.^*  And  here  it  may  be  re- 
marked that  between  a  moUusk 
without  a  shell  and  a  fish  without 
bones  there  may  have  been  any 
number  of  transitional  forms,  not 
one  of  which  would  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  events  have  left  a  vestige 
in  fossil  records. 

Passing  from  the  lowest  to  the 
highest  class  of  fishes,  we  come  to 
the  Dipnoi  or  double  breathers,  fitted 


*  Carpenter*8  Ammal  Phmiologv,  §  184.    Ed.  1851. 

*■  As  an  interesting  sample  of  these  affinities,  we  may  cite  Professor  Owen's  obseira- 
tioD,  that  the  respiratory  orsan  in  Lingula  (a  brachiopod)  may  be  paralleled  with  one 
of  the  transitory  states  of  that  organ  in  the  Lamelhbranchs,  and  that  in  both  Terebra- 
tola  and  Orbicnla  it  is  eempavable  with  a  still  eariier  stage  of  the  respiratory  system 
is  the  embryo  LamellibraBch.    Palsontological  Societ/s  voL  for  1853. 

•*  Bolleston,  Forms  of  Animal  Life^  p.  Ixzzi. 
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both  for  aquatic  and  aerial  respira- 
tion. These  mud-fishes  link  their 
own  class  to  that  of  the  amphibia. 
In  early  life  the  amphibious  frog  is 
in  efibct  a  fish.  Archegosaurns 
minor  joins  the  Batrachians  to  the 
Saurians.  The  reptiles  and  birds 
are  united  bj  Archaeopteryx  ma- 
crura  fix)m  Solenhofen,  with  its  long 
Saurian  but  feathered  tail,  and  still 
more  closely  byCompsognathus  from 
Stonesfield.'^  It  is  pro^ble  that  the 
Amphibia  lead  by  two  divergent  lines, 
on  ihe  one  hand  through  the  reptiles 
to  the  birds,  and  on  the  other  through 
the  lower  to  the  higher  orders  of 
mammalia.  Apart  from  external 
resemblances,  the  researches  of  ana- 
tomy are  continually  establishing 
with  more  and  more  certainty  the 
affinity  of  all  mammals,  from  the 
fossil  mouse,  the  earliest  mammal 
upon  record,  down  to  the  living 
man. 

The  very  learned  and  worthy 
Stillingfleet,  in  the  Third  Book  of 
his  OHgines  Sa/yi'ce^  remarks  that 
the  heathen  philosophers  were  much 

Suzzled  through  not  knowing  the 
octrine  of  the  Fall  of  Adam.  *  It 
was  very  strange  that  since  reason 
ought  to  have  the  command  of  pas- 
sions, by  their  (the  philosophers') 
own  acknowledgment,  the  brutish 
part  bf  the  soul  should  so  master 
and  enslave  the  rational,  and  the 
beast  should  still  cast  the  rider  in 
man !  the  sensitive  appetite  should 
throw  off  the  power  of  to  >/y£^v«i:oi', 
of  that  faculty  of  the  soul  which 
was  desigpaed  for  the  government 
of  all  the  rest.'  It  is  strange  that 
so  ingenious  a  writer  should  have 
attributed  this  condition  of  man's 
nature  to  the  Fall  of  Adam,  when 
it  is  obvious  at  a  glance  that  the 
Fall  of  Adam  is  itself  to  be  attri- 
buted to  this  condition.  The  Fall 
was  the  consequence,  and  not  the 
cause.  Men's  passions  do  not  over- 
master their  reason  because  Adam 
transgressed,  but  Adam  transgressed 


because  he  allowed  his  passions  ta 
overmaster  his  reason. 

How,  then,  are  we  to  explain  this 
heterogeneous  compound  in  our 
nature  of  the  beast;  and  the  rider, 
in  which,  as  Pagan  philosopher  and 
Christian  divine  alike  confess,  the 
beast  is  often  the  more  powerful  of 
the  two  associates  ?  The  theory 
of  Evolution  explains  it.  It  ex- 
plains how  it  is  that  the  lower 
faculties  inherited  from  a  long  h'ne 
of  brute  ancestry  are  sometimes 
stronger  than  the  nobler  and  more 
recently  acquired  endowments,  since 
by  the  ordinary  laws  of  inheritance, 
characters  that  have  been  long  per- 
sistent in  a  race  have  a  general 
tendency  to  prevail  over  later  varia- 
tions. No  other  theory  explains 
why  it  is  that  we  butcher  one  an- 
other for  the  sake,  as  we  say,  of 
peace  ;  why  we  spend  half  our  lives 
in  eating,  drinking,  and  sleeping, 
and  the  other  half  in  acquiring  the 
means  to  eat  and  drink  and  sleep ; 
why  we  freely  praise  the  highest 
forms  of  virtue,  and  follow  with 
equal  freedom  the  poor  selfishnesses 
of  animal  life  ;  why  we  call  not  the 
miserable  Lazarus  to  share  our 
feasts;  why  we,  for  our  personal 
comfort,  jeopardy  and  sacrifice  the 
lives  of  men  on  the  ocean,  in  the 
mine,  in  the  fitctory,  although  in 
poetry  and  sermons  each  of  these 
men,  as  much  as  ourselves,  is  *a 
paragon  of  animals,'  '  the  image  of 
God,'  *  an  immortal  soul.* 

The  way  in  which  men  treat 
their  fellows  in  peace  as  well  as  in 
war,  points  too  plainly  to  an  origin 
not  humane  for  us  to  deny  it  on 
the  strength  of  now  being  hnman. 
But  because  some  human  natures, 
in  spite  of  their  low  original,  are  in 
trutJi  noble,  loving,  pure,  this  same 
theory,which  binds  them  historicallf 
to  an  ignoble  past,  binds  them  pro- 
pheticiJly,  as  the  hopes  and  pro- 
mises of  religion  bind  them,  to  a  fet 
more  glorious  future. 


"  Lyeirs  Students  Elements  of  Geology ^  p.  316. 
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THE    LATE    LADY  BECHER. 


THE  Meath  gentry  are  frill  of 
traditions  of  a  little  girl  named 
Lizzie  O'Neill,  who  with  other  mem- 
bers of  her  family  was  wont  to  star 
itfix)moneconntry.town  to  another 
about  three  quarters  of  a  century 
ago.    Mr.  Nugent,  a  gentleman  of 
Meath,  was  once  induced  to  lend  a 
large  white  coat  of  his  for  a  special 
performance  of  the  company  in  Kells 
which  required  that  costume ;  and  a 
degree  of  excitement  second  only  to 
that  evoked  by  the  Dog  of  Montar- 
gis  was  elicited  when  his  &yourite 
dog  '  Grouse,'  reoognising  the  coat 
during  the   progress  of  the  play, 
bounded  on  the  stage  and  struggled 
to  rescue  it  from  the  shoidders  of 
Miss  O'Neill's  father.     The  imper- 
turbable  gravity  and  tragic  fimmess 
inth  which  he  sought  to  baffle  the 
interruption,  formed  not  the  least 
amusing  feature    in  the  awkward 
Bcene.      This  incident  is  referred 
by   the    family    from    whom    the 
anecdote  comes  to  the  year  1798; 
and  Lizzie  O'Neill  is  described  as 
Botiny  at  that  time  that  the  little 
actress  used  to  be  carried  in  the 
arms  of    her  &ther  up  the   lane 
which  led  to  the  theatre.     It  has 
been,  heretofore,   erroneously  sup- 
posed and  recorded  that  her  first 
appearance  on   any  stage  did  not 
take   place  until    the   year   1803, 
wben,  at  Drogheda,  she  personated 
the  Uttle  Duke  of  York  in  Richard 
(he  Thirdy  her  father  playing  the 
crooked-back  usurper.      But  it  is 
evident  that  for  at  least  five  years 
previously  she  was  no  stranger  to 
the  footlights,  or,  indeed,  to  open- 
air  performances  either.     Oar  late 
friend  George  Petrie,  LL.D.,  one  of 
the  most  conscientiously  accurate  of 
narrators,  mentioned  that  he  had 
seen  Miss  O'Neill  on  the  slack  rope 
•t  Donnybrook  Pair.     We  asked  if 
he  could  have  mistaken  her  for  the 
younger*  sister,    but    Petrie    was 
positive  as   to  her  identity.     The 


Duchess  of  St.  Alban's,the  Countess 
of  Essex,  and  other  distinguished 
actresses  passed  through  nearly 
similar  vicissitudes. 

The  dramatic  wanderings  of 
O'Neill's  company  were  not  confined 
to  Meath,  Louth,  or  even  Dublin^ 
though  the  fact  of  Lizzie's  mother 
being  a  Featherstone  may  have  led 
them  to  seek  special  patronage  in 
the  first-named  county ;  on  the 
contrary,  from  Cape  Clear  to  the 
Causeway  the  name  of  O'Neill  waa 
not  unknown  to  play-goers ;  while 
as  a  hon  rdconteur  of  an  inexhaustible 
stock  of  Irish  stories,  John  O'Neill 
could  boast  of  a  Icurge  circle  of  admir- 
ing friends. 

Mr.  O'Neill,  b&ton  in  hand,  at  the 
head  of  a  migratory  company  very 
much  out  at  elbows,  having  passed 
fr^m  bam  and  town-hall  to  the  higher 
dramatic  paths,  received  some  im- 
portant engagements  in  Belfaat,  and 
became  at  last  manager  of  the  Drog- 
heda Theatre  in  1803.  Miss  O'Neill 
is  said  to  have  barely  attained  the 
age  of  twelve  at  this  time ;  but  we 
think  it  has  been  understated.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  her  dramatic  promise 
so  struck  the  Belfisist  lessee,  Mon- 
tague Talbot,  that  he  offered 
to  introduce  her  to  his  patrons. 
He  took  considerable  pains  with 
his  protegee,  and  under  his  direc- 
tion she  studied  and  performed  the 
part  of  Lady  Teazle  in  the  School 
for  Scandal,  the  Widow  Cheerly 
in  the  Soldier's  Daughter,  Lady 
Bell  in  Know  your  own  Mind,  Mra. 
Oaklev  in  The  Jealous  Wife,  Mrs. 
Page  m  The  Merry  Wives  of  Wind- 
sor,  E[atherine  in  The  Taming  of 
the  Shrew,  and  Bicarre  in  The 
Inconstant  to  the  Mirabel  of 
Talbot,  which  Mrs.  Jordan  de- 
clared to  be  a  master-piece  in  hi& 
hands. 

But  it  was  the  introduction  of 
Miss  O'Neill  to  the  Dublin  audience 
in    181 1    upon  which   her    entire 
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destiny  hinged.  Our  late  friend 
Captain  Cole,  better  known  as  J. 
W.  Calcraft,  for  many  years  manager 
oi  the  Theatre  Royal,  Dublin,  has 
recounted  the  cironmstances  under 
-vrhich  this  memorable  engagement 
was  effected. 

In  1811,  Miss  Walstein,  long  the 
heroine  of  the  Dublin  stage,  was  an- 
nounced to  open  the  theatre  in  Juliet, 
Jones  calculating  on  her  le-engagement  on 
the  usual  terms.  Two  or  three  days  only 
before  the  night  of  performance,  in  the 
c<Mifidence  of  public  favour,  and  with  over- 
weenmg  self-estimation,  she  dellTered  an 
unexpected  intimation  to  Jones  through 
McNally,  the  boxkeeper,  most  diploma- 
tically worded,  as  follows,  without  the 
usual  courtesy  of  *Sir*  to  herald  in  the 
communication.  The  note  hes  before  us 
as  we  copy  it: — 

•The  only  terms  I  will  accept  in  the 
Theatre  Eoyal,  Dublin,  are  seven  pounds 
per  week  [five  was  the  stock  maximum], 
and  a  clear  benefit  in  February,  for  which 
I  engage  to  find  my  own  dresses,  or  I  will 
take  a  gross  sum  of  280  pounds  divided 
into  such  parts  as  may  hereafter  be  agreed 
upon  for  the  Dublin  season,  calculating  it 
at  forty  playing  weeks  and  a  clear  benefit 
in  February,  for  which  I  engage  to  per- 
form whenever  called  upon. 

*£li2ul  Walstein.* 

Mr.  Cole  goes  on  to  say  that  his 
predecessor,  Jones,  was  too  haughty 
to  brook  the  style  of  this  dictatorial 
missive.  Had  the  house  been  full, 
and  the  prompter's  bell  on  the  point 
of  ringing  up  the  curtain,  and  no 
Juliet  at  the  wing,  he  would  have 
braved  the  issue  rather  than  submit. 
*A  remedy  is  in  your  reach,  sir,' 
said  McNally.  'The  girl  who  has 
been  so  often  mentioned  to  you  is 
now  in  Dublin  with  her  brother  and 
father  on  their  way  to  Drogheda. 
She  is  very  pretty,  and  makes  a 
capital  Juliet.'  Jones  took  the  hint, 
and  on  the  following  Saturday 
(distinctly  states  Cole)  Miss  O'Neill 
made  her  debut  in  Crow  Street 
as  Juliet.  He  adds:  '  The  audience 
received  her  with  rapture.  The 
play  wa^  repeatedfor  several  nights. 
Jones  engaged  her  at  once.' 

But  impressioBS,  even  officially 
deriv6d,are  not  always  to  be  trusted. 
We  have  referred  to  the  pages  of 


the  journals  of  the  time,  and  find 
that  Jones  did  not  venture  to  as- 
sign to  Miss  O'Neill  the  character 
of  Juliet  nntil  long  after.  Her  first 
appearance  (as  recorded  by  the 
Dublin  Correspondent  of  October 
II,  18 11)  was  in  the  part  of  Widow 
Cheerly,  in  the  comedy  of  the 
Soldier's  Daughter,  The  succeeding 
pieces  produced  were  Blue  Beard, 
The  School  for  Scaudal,  The  Stranger, 
The  Honeymooftf  Much  Ado  aioui 
Nothing,  The  Foundlitig  of  the  Fored, 
The  Beliefs  Straia^em,sxid  Timour  tlie 
Tartar  :  we  hear  nothing  of  Borneo 
avid  Juliet,  So  much  for  the  recol- 
lections of  a  theatrical  manager. 

Miss  O'Neill  came  nnder  some 
disadvantage  as  the  successor  of 
the  Irish  Siddons,  Miss  Walstein, 
who  had  long  been  literally  wor- 
shipped by  the  Dublin  play-goers. 
Miss  Walstein  rarely  indulged  in  a 
smile;  and  when  she  did,  Wilson 
Croker  in  his  Familiar  EpisUe^ 
cruelly  compared  it  to  plating  on  a 
coffin.  But  Eliza  O'Neill's  smile  was 
sweet  as  the  blessing  of  an  angel. 
The  audience  was  thrown  into 
rapture  by  her  acting.  Her  triumph 
was  complete.  It  may  be  added 
that  she  was  effectively  aided  by 
Conway,  a  splendid  looking  fellow, 
six  feet  four  high,  called  '  the  hand- 
some Conway '  by  Mrs.  Thrale.  This 
actor,  though  certainly  too  tall  for 
the  stage,  was  famons  for  his 
power  over  the  female  heart,  and 
it  is  recorded  by  Donaldson  that  the 
daughter  of  a  duke  went  almost 
distra,ught  for  love  of  him. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  two 
stars  acclamation  never  rang  louder 
than  it  did  in  Crow  Street  then. 
Since  the  days  of  Peg  Woffington, 
it  was  generally  confessed,  no  ac- 
tress had  appeared  of  equaJ  charm 
with  Miss  O'Neill. 

Jones  unhesitatingly  engaged  the 
young  debutante,  and  on  liberal 
terms  also  included  her  fistther  and 
brother  and  a  yonnger  sister,  who, 
however,  failed  to  attract  any  per- 
manent attention. 
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We  have  spoken  of  the  seraphic 
character  of  Miss  O'Neill's  smile. 
It  is  well  described  by  Shiel  in  his 
plaj  of  Adelaide  in  painting  the 
heroine,  or  rather  actress,  for  ^hom 
he  had  expressly  written  the  part : 

llhoee  fair  blue  ejee  where  shines  a  soul 

most  loriiig, 
Her  soft  variety  of  winning  ways, 
And  all  the  tender  witchery  of  her  smiles, 
That  charm  each  sterner  gnef,  her  studious 

car© 
Of  all  the  offices  of  sweet  affection, 
Would  render  the  world  enamoured. 

The  Irish  girl's  fame  was  not  loDg 
in  reaching  London.  A  successor 
to  Siddons,  who  since  1811  had 
retired,  was  needed,  and  managerial 
^es  became  fixed  on  Miss  O'Neill. 
John  PhiKp  Kemble  visited  Dublin 
in  18 1 2,  and  in  the  following  letter 
brought  under  the  notice  of  Mr. 
Harris  of  Covent  Garden  the  various 
excellencies  of  EHza  O'Neill : 

There  is  a  very  pretty  Irish  girl  here, 
with  a  small  touch  of  the  brogue  on  her 
tongue ;  she  has  much  quiet  talent  and 
some  genius.  With  a  litUe  expense  and 
some  trouble,  we  might  make  her  an 
*  object'  for  John  Bull's  admiration  in 
javenile  tragedy.  They  call  her — for 
they  are  all  poets,  all  Tom  Moores  here ! — 
the  Dove,  in  contradistinction  to  her  rival, 
a  Hiss  Walstein,  whom  they  designate  as 
the  Eagle.  I  recommend  the  Dove  to  you 
as  more  likely  to  please  John  Bull  than 
the  Irish  Eagle,  who,  in  fact,  is  merely  a 
Siddons  diluted,  and  would  only  be 
tolerated  when  Siddons  is  forgotten.  I 
hare  sounded  the  feir  lady  on  the  subject 
of  a  London  engagement.  She  proposes 
to  append  a  verv  loud  &mily,  to  which  I 
hd.Te  given  a  decided  negative.  If  she 
accept  the  offered  terms,  I  shall  sign,  seal, 
and  ship  herself  and  clan  off  from  Cork 
direct.  She  is  very  pretty,  and  so,  in  fact, 
is  hex  brogue,  n^icn,  by  the  by,  she  only 
uses  in  conversation.  She  totally  forgets 
it  when  with  Shakespeare  and  with  other 
illustrious  companions. 

Kemhle's  offer  of  from  fifteen  to 
seventeen  pounds  weekly  was  ac- 
cepted (Kean  had  rarely  more  than 
ten),  and  the  result  proved  in  the 
highest  degree  satisfactory.  On 
the  6th  of  October,  1S14,  Miss 
Oli^eill's  first  appearance  before  a 
XiOJidon  audience  was  made  at  Cor 


vent  Garden  Theatre.  Here  we  find 
her  playing  JuHet  with  great  suc- 
cess. When  the  curtain  fell,  the 
Merry  Wives  of  Wiridsor  was  an- 
nounced by  the  manager  for  the 
next  evening,  but  so  excited  were 
the  audience  that  they  rapturously 
called  for  a  repetition  of  Borneo 
and  Juliet,  All  were  in .  love  with 
the  blue-eyed  Irish  girl,  who  made 
no  disguise  of  her  nationality,  and, 
it  is  said,  even  resolutely  refused  to 
sacrifice  her  *0,*  when  some  urged 
her  to  lop  it  off.  MacLaughlin  had 
already  altered  his  name  to  Macklin, 
and  MacOwen  to  Owenson;  but 
EHza  O'Neill  proclaimed  her  *  0  ' 
proudly.  She  insisted  on  engage- 
ments for  her  family,  and,  after 
some  demur,  her  wishes  were 
complied  with.  Old  play-goers 
have  a  dim  recollection  of  an 
O'Neill  *  coming  on  *  as  the  Lord 
Mayor  in  Richard  the  Thirds  and 
another  O'Neill  as  Catesby  in  the 
same  piece ;  while  an  aunt  of  our 
actress  obtained,  at  least  in  Crow 
Street,  celebrity  by  essaying  the 
character  of  Widow  Brady,  a  part 
written  in  1772,  by  Garrick,  with 
the  object  of  bringing  into  play 
the  powers  of  Spranger  Barry's 
wife, 

A  critic  of.  the  day  thus  notices 
Miss  O'Neill's  first  appearance  at 
Covent  Garden : 

Miss  0*Neill  is  truly  original.  Her  figure 
is  of  the  finest  model ;  her  features  heautiful, 
yet  full  of  expression — displaying  at  once 
purity  of  mind  and  loveliness  of  counte- 
nance. Her  demeanour  is  graceful  and 
modest ;  her  voice  melody  itself  in  all  its 
tones ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
greatest  actress  of  her  day,  the  celebrated 
Jjady  Eandolph — Mrs.  Crawford — Miss 
O'Neill  is  the  only  actress  with  that  genu- 
ine feeling  that  is  capable  of  melting  her 
audience  to  tears.  In  her  hand  the  hand 
kerchief  is  not  hoisted  as  the  only  signal  of 
distress ;  her  pauses  are  always  judicious 
and  impressive ;  her  attitudes  appropriate 
and  efifeetive,  either  in  regard  to  ease  or 
dignity.  She  indulges  in  no  sudden  starts; 
no  straining  after  effect ;  no  wringing  c^ 
hands;  no  screaming  at  the  top  of  her 
voice ;  no  casting  her  eyes  round  tn^  boxes, 
seardhing  fov  applauie,  no  addreasing  her 


Digitized  by 


Google 


480 


The  late  Lady  Becker. 


[April 


discourse  to  the  lustre  or  the  gods ;  no 
•wringing  or  pining,  moaning  or  g^roaning. 
No,  the  great  beaatj  of  miss  O'Neill  is 
that  she  never  oversteps  the  modesty  of 
nature,  thus  casting  to  the  winds  all  the 
little  tricks  which  second-rate  actresses  re- 
sort to. 

The  critic  adds  that  her  representa- 
tion of  Mrs.  Haller  is  the  fin  est  moral 
lesson  that  ever  was  delivered  from 
the  pnlpit  or  professor's  chair.  We 
may  add  that  in  comedy  she  was  by 
no  means  so  snocessfol. 

The  triumphant  soar  of  *  the 
Dove'  attracted  the  jealons  eye  of 
'  the  Eagle'  (which  sobriquet  seems 
to  have  JSeen  partly  suggested  by  the 
length  of  her  most  prominent  fea- 
ture) ;  and  this  *  diluted  Siddons,* 
with  more  boldness  than  discretion, 
challenged  competition  with  Miss 
O'Neill  at  Drury  Lane.  The  play  of 
The  Fair  Penitent  seems  to  have  been 
injudiciously  selected.  She  per- 
formed the  part  of  Calista,  and  was 
coldly  received.  A  series  of  more  am- 
bitious characters  was  then  tried,  in- 
cluding Lady  Teazle,  Lady  Restless, 
Letitia  Haidy,  Rosalind,  and  Jane 
Shore;  but  although  the  actress 
was  a  perfect  mistress  of  the  most 
subtle  theatrical  arts,  nothing  could 
be  more  languid  than  the  applause 
elicited.  *  I  went  to  see  Miss  Wal- 
stein's  first  night,'  observes  an  old 
actress ;  '  she  seemed  to  be  a  per- 
fect mistress  of  stage  business,  and 
to  know  well  what  she  was  about, 
but  I  could  scarcely  see  her  face  for 
her  nose.'  The  resemblance  of  this 
feature  'to  Kemble's  nose  was,  we 
may  add,  striking, — 

Her  eye  in  tragic  glances  rolVd, 

The  lengthening  nose  of  Kemble's  mould. 

Success  on  the  Dublin  boards 
has  always  facilitated  a  London 
triumph.  It  therefore  excited  much 
surprise  that  she  who  had  been  the 
idol  of  the  Dublin  play-^oers  for  a 
lengthened  period,  should  make  so 
small  an  impression  in  London.  But 
Miss  O'Neill  had  had  the  start  of 
her,  and  her  own  once  attrac- 
tive person  was  &Rt  fading.     Miss 


Walstein  returned  to  Dublin,  and 
for  several  years  continued  attached 
to  the  Crow  Street  Company. 

We  should  have  mentioned  that 
amongst  others  who  went  to  witness 
the  acting  of  Miss  O'Neill  was  Mrs. 
Siddons,  and  it  is  on  record  that  the 
veteran  actress  ezpressedher  opinion 
in  terms  of  no  stinted  admiration. 
Looking  for  a  moment  at  the  money 
test -of  success,  before  Miss  O'Neill 
had  attained  her  twenty-third  year 
she  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  from 
twelve  to  thirteen  thousand  pounds 
per  annum.  During  the  famine  of 
1816  she  bestowed  upon  her  starv- 
ing countrymen  one  of  the  most 
profitable  of  her  benefits. 

Li  1817  Miss  O'Neill  stood  a 
severe  test  of  popularity.  Li  that 
year  Mrs.  Siddons  reappeared  upon 
the  stage ;  but  Miss  O'NeiU  held 
her  ground  well. 

In  1 819  Miss  O'Neill  assisted  in 
bringing  to  an  effective  close  the 
Kilkenny  theatricals  of  that  year, 
long  a  centre  of  very  considerable 
attraction;  and  this  proved  to  he 
an  occasion  of  the  highest  import- 
ance in  her  personal  history.  Miss 
O'Neill  played  Juliet  to  Richard 
Power's  Romeo.  But  this  Romeo 
was  not  destined  to  be  her  Romeo. 
On  the  contrary.  Friar  Lawrence, 
with  his  vows  of  celibacy,  who 
figured  in  the  same  piece,  was  the 
man  whom  all  were  soon  to  envy  for 
the  completeness  of  his  conquest 
Mr.  William  Wrixon  Becher,  M.P. 
for  Mallow,  whom  Moore  praises  in 
his  Diary  as  ^a  good  fellow  '  and  'a 
good  speaker,'  casting  aside  his  cowl 
and  sandals,  led  Miss  O'Neill  to  the 
altar.  He  is  described  by  Donald- 
son as  then  a  baronet,  but  it  was 
not  until  1831  that  he  received  that 
dignity.  The  nuptial  ceremony 
took  place  on  December  18,  1819, 
at  Ealsane  Church,  the  Dean  of 
Ossory  officiating.  The  entire  of  the 
fortune  realised  by  the  theatrical 
enterprise  of  Miss  O'Neill  had  been 
previously  settled  on  her  family* 
whose  interests  she  afterwards  ad- 
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vanoed  by  the  exertion  of  personal 
inflaenoe  and  energy. 

The  manners  and  pose  of  Miss 
O'Neill  are  described  by  those  who 
met  her  in  society  as  theatrical, 
especially  her  attitude  on  entering 
a  room.  like  Gkurrick,  she  was 
natural  on  the  stage;  off  it  she 
eometixnes  found  herself  unconsci- 
ously acting.  She  was  a  good  mu- 
sician, and  sang  charmingly. 

In  the  public  service  several  of 
LGidy  Becher's  relatives  have  at« 
tained  distinction,  one  especially 
in  a  miHfcary  capacity  in  India. 
A  nephew  of  hers  studied  for 
the  Cfhurch  at  Oxford,  and  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  abilities; 
but,  true  to  the  hereditary  instincts 
of  his  race,  when  the  time  came  for 
entering  on  a  curacy,  he  entered  a 
sta^e  door  instead ;  and  Donaldson, 
in  his  Becolleetions,  records  that  he 
met  him  at  Exeter,  put  very  much 
out  of  conceit  by  ms  shorfc  expe* 
rience  of  the  hiistrionic  art.    In- 


clination, helped  by  clas^ic  lore, 
did  not  suffice  to  make  an  actor,  and 
Mr.  O'Neill  abandoned  the  stage 
for  public  readings.  But  in  this 
role  he  fared  no  better,  although 
capable  of  going  through  the  whole 
of  Macbeth  without  book.  *  He  told 
me  himself,'  writes  Donaldson, 
'  that  in  a  considerable  town  he  gave 
a  reading — The  Merchant  of  Venice 
— ^to  four  persons :  one  was  the 
boots  at  the  inn  where  he  put  up, 
another  the  chambermaid,  the  third 
the  gasmaD,and  the  fourth  the  town 
crier  who  had  delivered  his  bills.' 

Sir  William  Becher  enjoyed  the 
companionship  of  his  dove-like  wife 
until  1 8 50,  when  he  died,  at  Bally- 

g'blan,  near  Mallow,  county  Cork, 
is  accomplished  widow  has  sur- 
vived him  exactly  twenty- two  years. 
Her  loss  will  be  deeply  felt  in  Cork, 
especiall  V  by  the  poor,  to  whom  she 
was  a  kindly  motiier.  Her  funeral 
cortSge  extended  beyond  an  Irish 
nule  in  length. 

W.  J.  F. 
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MR.  BUCKLITff  CX5NTBIBUnON  TO  THE  NEW  PHILOSOPHY 

OF  HISTORY. 


rE)  publication  of  Mr.  Buckle's 
Oomixionplaoe  Books  and  his^ 
torioel  Kotes  and  Fragments,  ap- 
pears to  offer  a  favourable  oc- 
casion for  briefly  reviewing  the 
history  of  the  New  Philosophy  of 
History;  and — ^in  connection  with 
some  personal  recollections  of  dis- 
cussions with  Mr.  Bttekle*-^of  esti- 
mating what,  ten  years  after  his 
death,  would  appear  to  be  the  value 
of  his  contribution,  if  not  to  the 
results,  at  least  to  the  method  of 
those  studies  whidi,  though  they 
are  yearly  having  a  more  and  more 
revolutionary  effect  on  ihie  tradi- 
tional opinions  of  Christendom, 
would  appear  to  be  still  inadequate 
to  that  task  of  reconstruction  which 
the  destruction  they  are  effecting 
renders  necessary.  I  shall  firs^ 
therefore,  sketch  the  history  of 
those  historical  theories  now  cur- 
rent which,  viewed  in  their  connec- 
tion with  each  other,  appear  as  a 
general  Philosophy  of  History,  make 
file  whole  dogmatic  system  of  Chris- 
tianity stand  out  as,  in  fact,  another 
Philosophy  of  History,  and  hence 
require  to  be  named  a  New  Philo- 
sophy of  History.  I  shall  then,  in 
personal  recollections  of  discussions 
with  him,  develop  the  correlates 
and  consequences  of  Mr.  Buckle's 
theory  of  the  non-effect  of  Moral 
Forces  as  historical  causes.  And 
finally,  I  shall,  in  a  third  sec- 
tion, estimate  the  value  of  Mr. 
Buckle's  work  in  relation  to  the 
most  general  results  hitherto  of  the 
New  Philosophy  of  History,  and,  in 
doing  so,  point  out  the  inadequacy, 
as  yet,  of  that  philosophy.  I  will 
but  add  to  these  introductory  re- 
marks, that,  only  in  relation  to  the 
generskl  movement  towards  a  New 
Philosophy  of  History,  can  anything 
better  than  a  litterateur's  merely 


subjective  and  empirical  estimate 
be  formed  of  the  value  of  Mr. 
Buckle's  work. 


Thb  Histobt  of  thb  New  Fhilosofht 
OF  Histobt. 

I.  Let  us,  then,  oast  a  glance 
over  the  history  of  these  new 
historical  theories.  But  first  note 
that,  with  that  strange  irony  so 
often  to  be  observed  in  History,  and 
which,  judging  firom  his  tra^c  re- 
presentations of  human  life,  seems 
so  deeply  to  have  impressed  Sopho- 
kles,  it  was  the  trumpet  of  an  o^o- 
dox  bishop,  the  trumpet  of  Bossuet 
in  his  Diecours  sttr  VMistovre  unwer- 
eeUe^ — 'epicising  the  catechism  and 
concentrating  the  universal  history 
of  mankind  around  that  of  Judaism, 
the  Roman  Catholic  Hierarchy,  and 
the  monarchs  who  protected  and 
defended  it'  * — ^this  was  the  trumpet 
that  sounded  the  challenge  to  the 
great  modem  movement  now  re- 
sulting in  the  general  substitution 
of  a  Philosophy  of  History,  founded 
on  the  conceptions  of  natural  evolu- 
tion, development,  and  progress,  for 
beliefs  concerning  it  based  on  the 
notion  of  supernatural  interference. 
By  forces  that  took  him  in  the  rear 
and  advanced  over  his  routed  bat- 
talions, the  trumpet  of  Bossuet  was 
ajQswered.  After  the  2>wcottr«  of  Bos- 
suet (1679)  cBmefheSciemaNuova 
of  Vice  (1725).  As  to  Bossuet,  so  in- 
deed also  to  Vico,  historical  events 
were  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  God,  and  History  he  de- 
fined as  *  a  civil  theology  of  Divine 
Providence.'*  But  Vico  saw,  and 
set  himself  to  prove  the  Divine 
action,  not  only  as  an  external,  but 
as  an  internal  Providence,  and  that, 
not  merely  in  the  history  of  the 


*  Bunsen,  Outlines  of  Universal  History,  toI.  L  p.  12. 

*  Scienza  Nuova,  1. 1,  ch.  iii. 
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Jewish  race  and  Christian  Chnrch, 
bat  eqnallj,  thongh  in  diverse  man- 
ners, among  all  peoples.  And  hence, 
thongh  in  detail  Vice  is  foil  of  er- 
roneous and  unscientific  views,  and 
though  in  his  theory,  more  especially, 
of  historic  cycles,  he  represents  pro- 
gress, not  as  it  is  now  found  to  be 
more  truly  conceived,  as  a  tngectory, 
bat  as  an  orbit ;  still,  having  regard 
to  his  main  idea,  we  may  accord  him 
the  honour  of  having  first  conceived, 
in  the  scientific  form  required  by 
Western  intellects,  the  great  pro- 
blem of  History;  the  problem 
which,  as  I  may  elsewhere  have 
occasion  more  particularly  to  point 
out,  originally  presented  itself  to  the 
Zoroastrian  sages  of  the  Orient; 
that  problem  of  human  destinies 
which  was  solved  with  apocalyptic 
rapture  by  those  nameless  Jewish 
prophets,  the  authors  of  the  books  of 
£noch  and  of  Daniel,  who  immedi- 
ately preceded,  and  who  probably 
80  greatly  influenced  Him  of  Na- 
zareth. 

2.  But  that  Vico  is  to  be  named 
only  as  preluding,  and  not  as  truly 
initiating  the  great  modem  move- 
ment towards  a  New  Philosophy  of 
History  will,  I  think,  be  admitted, 
on  duly  comparing  his  work,  as  to 
method  and  scientific  value  through- 
out, with  those  which  in  France, 
Scotland,  and  Germany  did  fully 
initiate  the  movement.  Compare, 
then,  the  Sdenza  Ntutva,  first,  with 
tiiose  works  which  in  France  ini- 
tiated the  New  Philosophy — Mon- 
tesquieu's Esprit  des  Lois,  and 
Tuft's  second  discourse  at  the  Sor- 
bonne,  Sur  les  Frogres  successifs  de 
VEsprit  humain.  By  these  great 
thinkers,  as  also  by  their  contem- 
porary Voltaire,  historical  events 
were  treated  as  a  connected  whole, 
d^)ending  on  large  social  causes, 
ratiier  than  on  mere  individual 
idiosyncrasies.  It  is  no  small  honour 


to  Voltaire  to  be  acknowledged  as 
the  originator  of  some  of  the  pro- 
foundest  remarks  that  still  guide 
historical  speculation  and  research.' 
But  by  Montesquieu  the  immensely 
significant  attempt  was  made  to 
e&ct  a  union  between  the  hiatorical 
Science  of  Man  and  the  Sciences  of 
Nature.  And  by  Turgot,  Hume 
and  Gomte  were  anticipc^ied  in  that 
profoundly  revolutionary  generali- 
sation which  presents  the  notion  of 
Oods,  and  hence  of  Miracles,  as  but 
an  early  stage  of  the  conceptiom 
of  Causation.  Compared  with  views 
so  pregnant  and  profound  as  those 
of  Tui^t  and  of  Montesquieu,  the 
place  that  has,  by  some,^  been 
claimed  for  Vico's  *  civil  theology  of 
Divine  Providence,'  cannot,  I  think, 
be  justly  maintained. 

3.  Still  less  can  Vico  be  con- 
sidered as  the  founder  of  the  New 
Philosophy  of  History,  when  we 
consider  those  works  of  Adam  Smith 
and  Hume  which  Scotland  contri- 
buted to  the  initiation  of  this  grand 
and  revolutionary  direction  of  re- 
search. The  Theory  of  Moral  Sen- 
tments,  and  the  Enqmry  into  the 
Wealth  of  NatiofiSy  taken  together 
as  complementary  parts  of  one  great 
whole — and  as  such  they  must,  since 
Mr.  Buckle's  luminous  criticism,  be 
regarded^  —  were  the  largest  and 
most  systematic  foundations  that 
had  yet  been  laid  for  a  true  Philo- 
sophy of  History.  But  consider 
these  works  of  Adam  Smith,  not  only 
in  relation  to  each  other,  but  both  in 
relation  to  those  of  his  yet  more  illus- 
trious friend  on  Hvrrum  Natv/re,  and 
on  the  Natural  History  of  BeUgion : 
the  contribution  made  by  Scotland 
towards  the  foundation  of  the  New 
Philosophy  of  History  will  then  ap- 
pear in  its  true  proportions.  Adam 
Smith  is  a  great^  Montesquieu; 
Hume,  a  greater  Turgot.  Yet  not 
only  has  the    importance  of   the 


*See,  for  a  statement  of  some  of  these   remarkF,  Buckle,  Hutory  qf  CiviHsaium, 
Tol  L  pp.  740-2,  and  compare  Morley,  Voltaire, 

*  See,  for  instance,  Hodgson,  Theory  ofPracticey  vol.  II.  pp.  128-30. 

*  ^etory  of  OivUisaiioft,  toL  II.  p.  442. 
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Natural  History  of  BeUgion  been 
ignored,  but  the  very  title  has 
been  strangely  lefb  onmentioned 
by  Comte  and  his  disciples,^  and 
that,  even  when  acknowledging 
the  great  philosophic  merits  of 
Hume.  But,  as  I  shall  have  occa- 
sion elsewhere  to  show,  Comte's  Law 
■of  the  Three  Periods  was,  as  a  law, 
but  a  formulising  of  Hume's  gene- 
ralisations with  respect  to  the  most 
important  phenomena  of  man's  de- 
velopment. And  hence,  published 
though  this  History  of  Hume's  was 
after  the  Discourse  of  Turgot;^  if 
Vico  must  be  acknowledged  as 
haying  first  conceived  the  problem 
of  the  Philosophy  of  History  in  a 
43cientific  manner ;  Hume  must  take 
rank  as  the  thinker  who,  if  he  was 
not  the  first  to  see,  was  the  first 
to  give  anything  like  due  recog- 
mtion  and  development  to  that  pro- 
phetic generalisation  which  will,  I 
believe,  at  length,  take  its  true 
place  as  the  first  approximation  to 
the  solution  of  the  Ki'eat  problem. 

4.  Herder,  thou^  later  than  all 
those  contemporaries  just  named,  is 
usually  considered  as,  in  his  Ideen 
sswr  PhUosophie  der  Oesehichte  der 
Menschheit^  the  initiator  of  (Germany 
in  this  great  enterprise  of  European 
Philosophy.  But  it  must  be  noted 
that,  even  before  Herder's  work 
{1784-95),  the  universal  Kant  had 
published  his  little  known,  but 
important  opuscule  entitled  Idee  zu 
einer  allgemeinen  Oesehichte  m 
toeUhurgerlicher  Ahsichi.^  By  the 
theologian,  as  of  course  by  the 
philosopher,  the  history  of  Man  is 
conceived  as  a  series  of  natural 
phenomena,  which  has  discoverable 
laws.      The    theologian,    however. 


characteristically  supposes  a  first 
impulse  that  comes  neither  from 
external  Nature  nor  from  Man  him- 
self— a  primitive  and  supematanl 
revelation.  And  by  neitiier  is  any 
such  great  verifiable  law  indicated 
as  we  find  suggested,  at  least,  in 
Turgot  and  in  Hume.  Yet,  as  to 
the  relative  importance  of  Herder 
and  of  Ejint  in  the  history  of  the 
New  Philosophy  of  History,  I  ven- 
ture to  think  that  by  far  the  higher 
place  belong  to  Kant.  That  Mon- 
tesquieu's idea  of  the  connection 
of  human  development  with  phy- 
sical conditions,  and  of  the  inter- 
relations of  Man  and  Nature,  should 
be  further  worked  out,  as  by  Herder, 
was  no  doubt  very  important.  But 
in  the  case  of  Kant,  as  in  that  of 
Hume,  we  cannot  rightly  judge  the 
work  in  which  he  treats  d^ectly 
of  the  histoiy  of  Mankind,  unleffi 
we  consider  it  in  relation  to  his 
philosophy  generally.  And  con- 
sidering the  E^antian  philosophy 
generally  in  its  relation  to  that 
historical  Law  of  Thought  in  which, 
as  we  shall  presently  see,  it  colmi- 
nated  in  the  Hegelian  Philosophy ; 
we  shall,  I  think,  be  unable  to  doubt 
that  Kant's  true  place,  not  only  with 
regard  to  philosophic  genius — that, 
of  course,  is  utterly  beyond  question 
— ^but  with  respect  even  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  New  Philosophy  of 
History,  is  far  above  that  of  Herder, 
though  it  is  Herder  alone  who  is 
usually  named  in  this  connection. 

5.  Thus,  before  the  destmctive 
outbreak  of  the  French  Revolution, 
France,  Scotland,  and  Germany  may 
each  claim  to  have  initiated,  or 
rather  to  have  contemporaneously 
and   independently  contributed  to 


•  See  PhUosophie  positive,  t.  11.,  p.  442 ;  Littr6,  A,  Comte  et  la  PhUosophie  posith», 
premiere  partie,  chaps.  Ill,  IV.  V. ;  and  Papillon,  David  Hume,  Pricurseur  d^Avguste  Comte, 
in  the  chief  literary  organ  of  the  Oomtists,  La  PhUosophie  positive^  t.  III.  pp.  292-308. 

'  Turgot*8  Discourse  was  published  in  1750;  Hume's  History  qf  BeUgion  in  1757; 
but  his  Dialogues,  though  not  published  till  after  his  death,  were  written  about  the  same 
time  as  Turgot's  Discourse.  See  Burton,  Life  of  Hume,  vol.  I.  pp.  266-328,  and  voL  II. 
pp.  15-36.  For  some  remarks  curiously  indicatiye  of  the  state  of  opinion  and  feeling 
m  reference  to  these  yet  unpublished  Dialogues,  see  Monboddo,  Antient  Metaphysic*, 
vol.  I.    Preface,  pp.  iv.  v. 

•  Werke,  b.  UI. 
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ihe  initiation  of  tliat  grand  td- 
constmctiye  achievement — a  tme 
Philosophy  of  History.  Then  came 
the  dinnsion  and  yaried  develop- 
ment  of  the  new  historical  idea. 
The  historical  sciences  of  Nature, 
or  the  sciences  of  Natural  Evolu- 
tion, were  all  founded  after,  or  oon- 
temporaneouslj  with  the  foundation 
by  Tnrgot,  Hume,  and  Kant  of  the 
general  historical  science  of  Man. 
The  astronomical  theory  of  the 
evolntion  of  solar  systems,  the 
geological  theory  of  the  formation 
of  the  earth,  and  the  biological 
theory  of  the  evolution  of  living 
beings,  all  date  from  the  same  great 
era — ^nay,  of  the  first,  if  not  also  of 
the  second  of  these  two  theories, 
Kant  himself  was  the  founder.^ 
Then  consider  literary  criticism.  It 
is  only  from  the  new  philosophical  era 
opened  by  Hume  and  Kant,  that  the 
historical  idea,  now  paramount  in  all 
the  best  criticism,  dates.  So  too  with 
poetry.  And  it  is  remarkable  to 
observe  that  uot  only  such  poets  as 
(Goethe,  Byron,  and  Shelley,  but 
sach  anti-revolutionary  poets  as, 
for  instance,  Sir  Walter  Scott,  are, 
if  men  of  genius,  unconsciously  led 
into  developing  in  some  new  direc- 
tion that  very  historical  idea  which 
is  the  most  revolutionary  of  all,  or 
rather  which  gives  to  all  the  rest 
their  unity  and  force.  For  'to 
find  a  true  and  positive,  not  nega- 
tive solution  of  the  problem  of 
the  Philosophy  of  History  may  be 
said,'  remarks  Bunsen,  '  to  have 
formed,  and  to  continue  to  form, 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  the 
ultimate  object  of  that  great  effort 
of  the  German  mind  which  has  pro- 
duced Gk)ethe  and  Schiller  in  litera- 
ture; Kant,  Fichte,  Schelling,  and 
Heg^l  in  philosophy;  Lessing, 
Schlegel,  and  Niebuhr  in  criticism 
and  historical  research.'  ^^    But  it  is 


a  vain  presumption  to  talk  of  the  new 
historical  idea  as  pectdiarly  German. 
It  is  European.  Germany  was  in- 
deed, as  we  have  seen,  the  last 
country  to  take  it  up.  The  solution 
of  the  problem  of  History  should 
rather  be  said  to  have  been  the 
object  of  that  efibrt  of  the  European 
mind  which  has  produced  all  that  is 
greatest  in  modem  science,  litera- 
ture, and  art.  And  the  labours  of 
all  the  greatest  thinkers,  discoverers, 
scholars,  critics,  and  poets,  of  the 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries 
will,  we  may  confidently  predict,  be 
more  and  more  clearly  seen  to  have  in 
this  their  unity — ^in  contributing  to, 
or  in  establishmg  a  New  Philosophy 
of  History,  and  therewith  also  a 
New  Ideal. 

6.  But  we  must  now  briefly 
advert  to  the  works  in  which  me 
movement  towards  a  New  Philo- 
sophy of  History  has,  so  far  as  it  has 
yet  gone,  culminated,  and  which 
must,  therefore,  be  the  starting- 
points  of  any  further  advance.  The 
movement  initiated  in  France  by 
Montesquieu  and  Turgot  did  not 
fail  to  be  carried  on  as  might  have 
been  anticipated  from  the  large, 
ardent,  and  scientific  genius  of  Uie 
people.  Condorcet  worthily  followed 
these  great  thinkers  with  his  Es^ 
quisse  (Ttm  Tableau  historique  doa 
Frogrhs  de  VEsprit  Immain.  Sin- 
gularly tragic  is  the  fact  of  its  hav-. 
ing  been  written  in  prison,  under 
sentence  of  death  by  a  revolutionary 
tribunal.  To  this  work  Comte  ac- 
knowledges his  indebtedness  for 
*la  conception  g6n6rale  du  travail 
propre  4  Clever  la  politique  au 
rang  des  sciences  d'observation.'  ** 
And  it  is  in  the  Phtlosophie  positwef 
— which,  whatever  maybe  its  de- 
fects, must  still  be  considered  as 
beyond  comparison  the  greatest 
philosophical  work  which  France 


*  See  his  Mlgemeine  Naturgesckichte  und  Theorie  des  Himmels,  Werke,  b.  VIII.  p.  2 1 7 ;  and 
'^Phynsehe  Geographie,  IV.  Abschn,  Geachichte  der  groasen  Veranderungt  welche  die 
Erde  ehedem  erlUten  hat  und  noch  erleidH.'    Werke,  b.  IX.  p.  307. 

"•  Outlines  of  Universal  History ^  vol.  I.  p.  28. 

"  Systhnede  Politique  positive,  1. 1,  p.  i  32. 

VOL.  VIT. — NO.  XL.  NEW  SERIES.  L  L 


Digitized  by 


Google 


486 


Mr,  BuokW^  Oaninbution  to 


[April 


has,  in  this  eentnry,  produced^— 

.  that  the  moTemeiit  towards  a  Kew 
Philosophj  of  History  has,  in 
France,  cuhninated.  For  the  whole 
system  of  Comte  may— like,  as  we 
shall  presently  see,  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  Hegel — be  characterised  as 
bnt  a  Tarionsly  wrought-ont  com- 
mentary on  an  Historical  Law. 
Important,  certainly,  and  most  sng- 
gestive,   is  the  recently  published 

,  work  in  whidi  Qoinet  has  proposed 
to  himself  the  great  aim,  '  de  &ire 
entrer  la  revelation  contemporaine 
de  rhistoire  natnreUe  dans  le  do- 
maine  g^n^ral  de  Tesprit  humain. 

, .  .  .  «  II  B*agit  de  d^eouyrir  les 
poults  de  relation  «itre  le  domaine 
des  scianoes  natofelles.et  celui  des 
sciences  historiqnes,  morales,  litt^- 

raires La  nature  s'expli- 

quait  par  Thistoire,  Thistoire  par  la 
Bature.'  ^^  ButasGomte's  Empirical 
Law  has  not.  yet  been  transformed 
into  an  Ultunate  Law,  he  still 
represents  the  last  stage  of  the 
developmenty  in  France,  of  the 
New  Philosophy. 

7.  By  Gotland,  though,  as  we 

:  have  seen,  standing  foremost  among 
the  eighteenth^entory  initiators  of 
the  great  Euvc^tean  movement  to- 
wards a  New  Philosophy  of  History, 

^little  of  a  direct  kind  has,  in  tins 

^century,  as  yet  been  accomplished. 
What  the  causes  of  this  have  been,  it 

-would  be  interesting,  but  here  irre- 
levant, to  enquire.  And  I  shall  only 
note  that^  among  the  proximate 
causes,  the  most  powerful  will  pro- 
bably be  found  to  have  been  the 
adoption,  owing  to  the  reaction 
e^amst  the  French  Bevolution,  of 
the  works  of  Beid  and  Stewart 
instead  of  t^ose  of  Adam  Smith  and 
Hume,  as  University  text-books.  Tet 
in  the  general  movement  towards  a 
New  Philosophy  of  History,  Scot- 
land has  still  retained  her  place. 
For  the  science  founded  by  Hutton 
has  been  worthily  developed  by  his 
bountrymen  LyeU  and  Murcluson. 


And  thus  if  Scotland  has,  in  tins 
century,  as  yet  oontiibuted  but  little 
to  the  direct  development;  she  has — 
in  what  she  has  done  towards  eluci- 
dating the  true  origin  of  Man^  and 
history  of  his  dwelling-place — con- 
tributed much  to  the  indirect  confirm 
mation  of  Hume's  most  pregnant 
theory  of  the  histoiy  of  religion,  and 
hence,  of  the  origin  of  our  mythical 
notions  of  the  history  of  the  Earth 
and  of  Man .  But  if  Scotland  has  far 
a  time  retired  from  the  direct  line  of 
research,  England  has  at  lengtii  en- 
tered the  field.  She  can,  however, 
as  yet  show,  and  that  only  in  a 
fragment^  Mr.  Buckle's  Sikory  cf 
OMUation.  It  has  been  snoeeeded 
by  historical  works  so  important, 
and  in  so  many  respects  admirable, 
as  those,  for  instance,  of  the  Irish- 
man Mr.  Lecky,  and  the  Amerioan 
Mr.  Draper.  But  there  are  in  these 
later  works  no  such  new  systfimatic 
views  on  the  Philosophy  of  Historyas 
to  entitle  them  to  be  considered  as  in 
any  important  d^ree  advaneing  the 
solution  of  the  problem.  And  Mr. 
Buckle's  work  may  thus  be  said  to 
mark  the  last  stage  not  onfy  of 
English,  but  of  Ikiglisli-wntteii 
speculation  directly  and  specially 
occupied  with  the  history  of  Man. 

8.  Thus,  then,  stand  France  and 
Britain  in  the  great  race,  of  whidi 
the  torch  was  seized  for  the  one  by 
Montesquieu  and  Tuigot,  and  for 
the  other,  by  Adam  Smith  and 
Hume.  But  Germany,  though^  latest 
of  all,  her  champions  started,  hais  had 
the  torch  carried  on  with  the  most 
splendid  vigour  of  all.  Impcn*- 
tant  as  are  the  few  pages,  which 
were  aE  that  Kant  devoted  to  the 
direct  consideration  of  History,  in 
welthurgerUcher  Ab^ichty  we  can- 
not, as  I  have  already  said,  fiedrly 
judge  the  value  of  his  contribution 
to  the  New  Philosophy  of  History, 
except  we  consider  the  relation 
thereto  of  his  general  philosophical 
system.  And  similarly,  if  we  would 


"  La  Crhtion,  Preface,  pp.  i.,  ii.,  and  iv. 
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truly  judge  tEe  value  of  irhat  Ger«- . 
many  has  contxibuted  to  tbe  New 
PhiloGopby  of  Bistory ;  it  is  not  so . 
mu^  the  wc»rk8  directly  bearing  on 
Uie  idstory  of  Man,  numerous  and 
impGartuit  as  idiese  have  been,  thsJt^  > 
if  we  wonld  either  do  her  justice, 
or  penetrate  to  tbe  core  of  tbe  de- 
yelopment,  we  mnst  omsider;  bat 
the  general  outcome,  in  relation  to 
oxxr  conception  of  History,  and  tbe 
logical  sequence  of  tbe  systems  o£> 
Eiant,  Ficbie,  Scbelling,  and  Hegel. 
9.  And  now,  what  is  tbe  general 
result  of  this  survey  of  the  history 
of  the  l^ew  Philosophy  of  EKstory  ? 
Does  it  enable  us  to  give  any  satis- 
fibctory  answer  to  those  who  deny 
^iB  possibility  of  a  Science  of  His* 
tory  P  And  with  reference  to  the 
subject  more  immediately  before  us, 
what  Tesult  have  we  obtained  for 
the  criticism  of  Mr.  Buckle's  con- 
tribution to  tbe  New  Philosophy  of 
Sstory  ?  As  general  result,  I  think 
we  may  ndw  see  someihing  of  ike 
t^stonisbing  unity  of  the  venous 
developm^its  of  that  historical 
idea,  or  notion  of  Law  in  History, 
which  has  distinguished  that  pbilo« 
aophical  period  opened  by  Hume 
and  Kant ;  nor  see  the  unttj  only, 
bat  the  profound  significance  of 
theeevariousdevelopmentB ;  for  they 
are  not  only  traceable  to  the  specu- 
lations of  such  thinkers  as  Hume* 
and  Kant,  but  are,  through  them, 
brought  into  connection  with,  and 
shown  to  be  the'  normal  develop- 
ment of^  tiie  whole  antecedent  history 
of  philosophic  thought,  as  tbe  gra- 
dual breadtbening  and  wider  appli- 
cation of  the  notion  of  Law.  And 
as  answer  to  those  who  deny  tbe 
possibility  of  a  Science  of  History, 
our  foregoing  survey  enables  us,  I 
think,  to  say  that,  justifiable  as 
many  objections  may — and  for  rea- 
sons presently  to  be  pointed  out — ^be; 
yet  the  fact  is  that,  so  £Bbr  from  its 
being  inipossible  to  discover  any 
laws  of  History  approximately,  at 
least,  verifiable,  tbe  speculations  of 
Hume  have,  in  tbe  comrse  of  a  brief 


centufy,  issued  in  that  Law  of. 
Comte's  which,  though  empirical, 
has,  notwithstanding  the  defects 
necessarily  attaching  to  such  a  law, , 
been  actually  found,  when  properly 
understood,  in  very  remarkable  ac- 
cc»:danoe  with  facts ;  while,  in  tbe 
same  brief  period,  the  speculations 
of  Kant  have  issued  in  that  Law  of 
HegeFs  which,  though  certainly  not 
as  yet  satisfiactorily  enunciated  as 
an  ultimate  law,  has  not  only  been 
found  by  all  the  more  philosophic 
students,  both  of  Nature  and  of  Mind, 
to  have  in  it  a  most  important  core, 
at  least,  of  truth,  but  has  been  found 
also  to  have  nothing  in  it  contra- 
dictory of  the  empirical  law  of 
Comte.'  But  such  being  the  results 
of  our  survey  of  the  history  of  the 
New  Philosophy  of  History,  the  fur- 
ther result  with  reference  to  tbe  cri- 
ticism of  Mr.  Buckle  is  evident.  As 
distinguished  from  that  litterateur- 
pritioism,  which  has  for  its  standard 
a  mere  subjective  opinion,  scien- 
tific mticism  has  a  verifiable  ob- 
jective standard.  Such  a  standard 
for  tbe  criticism  of  any  work  with 
the  pretension  of  contributing  aught 
to  the  PhilosojAy  of  History,  is  given 
us  by  the  facts  of  tbe  development 
oS  that  philosophy,  and  particularly 
by  its  chief  results  hitherto — the 
Laws  of  Comte  and  of  Hegel.  By 
its  relation  to  these  laws,  therefore, 
we  mnst  judge  of  tbe  value  of  Mr. 
Buckle's  contribution  to  the  New 
Philosophy  of  History. 

n. 

]£b.  3vc]ljm*8  Theobt  of  the  Non- 

ElTlMTr  OF  MOiRAL  FoBCBS. 

I.  Such,  then,  having  been  the 
history,  and  such  the  results  of  the 
New  Philosophy  of  History,  by 
which  we  must  judge  of  the  value 
of  any  ftirtber,  and  particularly  of 
Mr.  Buckle's  contribution  to  it, 
what  was  his  distinctive  historical 
theory  ?  Unquestionably  his  theory 
of  the  non-efiect  of  Moral  Forces  as 
historical  causes.  To  this  all  his 
other  views  either  led  up,  or  from 
L  L  2 
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this  they  were  dedncible.  *  Re- 
garding ciyilisation  as  the  product 
of  Moral  and  Intellectual  Agen- 
cies,* *'  he  declared  that  *  the  ac- 
tions of  mankind  are  lefb  to  be 
regulated  by  the  total  knowledge 
of  which  mankind  is  possessed.'  '^ 
Thus  Moral  Forces  were  eliminated 
as  historical  causes.  And  this,  ex- 
plicitly, not  on  such  grounds  of 
convenience  merely  as  those  on 
which  Adam  Smith  isolated,  first, 
the  tendency  to  sympathy,  and  then 
that  to  selfishness,  in  order  to  the 
more  clear  scientific  investigation  of 
each,  but  on  the  ground  that  Moral 
Forces  are  positively  ineffective  on 
the  great  stage  of  History. 

2.  It  was  at  Assou^,  the  classical 
Syen^,  to  which  Juvenal  was  ba- 
nished, and  the  E^pticm  Souan,  or 
'Opening'  into  Nubia,  more  than 
700  miles  up  the  Nile,  that,  as  I 
have  already  narrated  in  the  pages 
of  this  Magazine,'^  I  first  met  Mr. 
Buckle.     Reflecting  afterwards  on 
our   meeting,   and  the    discussion 
which  makes  it  memorable,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  altogether  a  strange 
adventure;    strange,  this  meeting 
on  the  confines   of  Nubia  with  a 
recluse  student  whom  I  had  only 
once  previously  seen,  and  that  in 
London,  ancL  under  circumstances 
so  different ;  and  still  more  strange 
that,  without  any  conscious  link  of 
association  with  tbe  place,  the  chief 
subject  of  our  conversation  at  this 
frontier- town  between  Egypt  and 
Ethiopia — the  immemorial  lands  of 
magic,     incantation,     and     necro- 
mancy— should   have  happened  to 
be  '  Spiritualism,*  or,  as  I  think  it 
would  be  less  misleadingly  designat- 
ed. Spiritism.  As  here  in  our  dahabi- 
yehs,  so  here  in  our  talk  ;  as  here, 
on  the  confines  of  civilisation,  so 
here,  on  the  confines  of  knowledge ; 
we   found   ourselves    on   the   bor- 
ders  of  a  magical  wonderland  of 
unexplored  phenomena,  into  which 
few  as  yet  enter  but  wild  huntsmen. 


and  quite  unscientific  pioneers.  And 
strange  it  appeared  lo  me  iliat  our 
discussions  of  the  theory  of  Moral 
Forces,  and  their  influence  as  his- 
torical causes,  should  have  such  an 
opening.  For,  as  I  maintained  in 
concluding  our  discussion,  it  is 
Moral  Want  that,  in  these  days, 
chiefly  gives  persuasiveness  to  tiie 
theory  of  Spiritism,  which  properly 
belongs  only  to  the  lowest  sta^  of 
culture.  '  Man  cannot  live  by  bread 
alone;'  cannot  live  without  the 
Ideal ;  and  the  fit  Spiritualism  of  a 
materialist  age  is  Spiritism. 

3.  Hoping    to    meet    again    at 
Cairo,  we  parted,  Mr.  Buckle  con- 
tinuing his  voyage  next  morning 
down  the  Nile,  while  I  continued 
mine  towards  that  goal  of  the  ordi- 
nary Nile-voyaffer,  the  thousand-mile 
limit  of  the  Ro(3c  of  Abou-Seer.  And 
walking  up    and  down    our  little 
quarter-deck    the    night    we    left 
Abou-Simbel — after  a  day  spent  in 
the  rock-hewn  adytum  of  the  Tem- 
ple of  the  Sun  there,   and  in  the 
presence  of  the  colossal  Gods  that, 
in  the  ineffable  majesty  of   tibeir 
serene  beauty,  sit  enthroned  at  itft 
entrance — scudding  before  the  gale 
that  seems  usually  to  blow  as  one 
approaches  the  Second  Cataract;  the 
vast  stillness  unbroken  save  by  the 
whish  of  the  water,  and  the  creak 
of  the  rudder;    and  overhead,  the 
starry  worlds  that  are  the  glory  of 
the    night-sky   of  the  tropics; — I 
seemed  to  have  got  some  clearness 
as  to  those  Moral  Forces  the  efi&cacy 
of  which  as  historical  causes  Mr. 
Buckle  denied.     The  old  creations 
ceased,    but  that  a  new  order  of 
creations  might  begin.  The  creations 
of  Consciousness  succeeded  those  of 
Nature.     And  of  this  new  order  of 
creations,  the  inmost  and  perennial 
sources  are  the  Moral   Forces  of 
Humanity.    No  doubt  the  long  ages 
of  ignorance,  to  which  physical  fifital- 
ities  condemned  the  Human  Con- 
sciousness, have  given,  to  the  crea- 


'  History  of  dvUisation,  vol.  I.  p.  165.        »*  Ibid,,  p.  208.        "  August  16,  1863. 
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iions  of  its  Moral  Forces,  forms,  false 
and  pernicious.  Bat  we  are  almost 
ashamed  of  ridicule,  even  of  what 
is  unquestionably  false  and  perni- 
-cious,  when  we  are  brought  to  see 
something  of  the  depth  and  height 
of  those  sacred  emotions  and  divine 
wants,  without  the  assumption  of 
which  the  greater  religions,  at  least, 
of  Mankind,  and  the  sublime  ex- 
pression of  their  ideas  in  Art, 
are,  save  to  the  most  superficial  re- 
flection, utterly  inexplicable.  And 
when  we  thus  see,  in  the  Past,  the 
creative  might  of  the  Moral  Forces 
of  Humanity,  we  feel  assured  that, 
however  completely  our  new  know- 
ledge may  destroy  and  lay  in  ruins 
the  fabric  of  old  faiths,  the  elements 
that  created  these  are  perennial, 
and  wiU  anew  create  the  Ideal. 
New  knowledge  may,  indeed,  de- 
stroy old  creeds ;  but  as  ignorance 
did,  in  the  Past,  our  science  will,  in 
the  Future,  work  with  our  Moral 
Forces  in  that  divinest  kind  of 
ci'eation  which  is  Man's ;  that  kind 
of  creation  which  gives  form  and 
satisfaction  to  the  distinctively  hu- 
man consciousness  of  the  wonder,ithe 
beauty,  and  the  tragedy  of  Existence. 
4.  On  my  return  to  Cairo,  some 
«ixor  seven  weeks  after  our  first 
meetiug,  I  again  met  Mr.  Buckle, 
and  as  he  kindly  renewed  his  ur- 
gent request  that  I  should  join  him 
in  his  ftuilier  contemplated  journey 
through  Arabia,  by  Petra,  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  thence  to  Beiriit — after 
taking  a  day  to  consider  it — I  agreed. 
Ajid  confining  myself  here  to  brief 
notices  of  those  discussions  only 
which  more  particularly  bear  on 
the  illustration  of  the  general 
principles  and  results  of  his  his- 
torical method,  I  pass  on  at 
once  to  that  discussion,  or  rather 
abruptly  terminated  commencement 
of  a  discussion,  which  makes  the 
Wells  of  Moses  and  our  first  night 
ill  the  desert  memorable  to  me. 
Suddenly  stopping,  as  he  walked, 
leaning  on  my  arm,  looking  up  at 
the  bright  stars,  Mr.  Buckle  re- 


peated that  sublime  passage  in  the 
Merchant  of  Venice — 

Look  how  the  floor  of  heaven 
Is  thick  inlaid  with  patines  of  brig^ht  gold  : 
There's  not  the  smallest  orb  wMch  thou 

behold'st 
Bat  in  his  motion  like  an  angel  sings, 
Still  quiring  to  the  young-eyed  cherubim  ; 
Such  harmony  is  in  immortal  souls; 
But  whilst  this  muddy  vesture  of  decay 
Doth  grossly  dose  it  in,  we  cannot  hear  it. 

I  replied  with  favourite  lines  of  my 
boyhood — 

At  tibi  juventus,  at  tibi  immortalitas  ; 
Tibi  patta  divAm  est  vita.  Periment  mutuis 
Elementa  sese,  et  interibunt  ictibus. 
Tu  permanebis  sola  semper  integra, 
Tu  cuncta  rerum  quassa,  cuncta  naufraga. 
Jam  portu  in  ipso  tuta  contemplab^re. 

And  I  recalled  the  famous  question 
which  Socrates  in  the  Gorgtas 
quotes  from  Euripides — 

Ttj  8'  otity  cl  T^  ($y  fi4v  iari  KctrBwtiy, 
Th  KaT$ayfiy  Bk  Qv  ; 

Who  knows  but  that  to  live  is  death. 
And  death,  to  live  ? 

Mr.  Buckle  then  set  forth  in  elo- 
quent and  glowing  language  those 
grounds  of  belief  in  a  personal  im- 
mortality which  he  has  called  '  the 
argument  from  the  affections.'  But 
finding — ^rather,  however,  from  my 
silence  than  from  anything  I  ven- 
tured to  say, — that  I  considered  this 
argument  by  no  means  conclusive, 
he  suddenly  expressed  himself  un- 
able to  discuss  the  subject,  and  vnth 
an  abrupt  '  Good  night,'  retired  to 
his  tent— leaving  me,  however,  not 
without  increased  Hking  for  the 
man  who  thus  revealed  such  depth 
of  feeling  in  the  passionate  hope  of 
rejoining  a  beloved,  and  recently  lost 
mother. 

5.  Left  alone  with  the  desert 
and  the  starry  heavens,  thought 
was  long  occupied  with  the  great 
subject  thus  suggested.  But  it 
were  irrelevant  to  my  present  pur- 
pose here  to  do  more  than  point  out 
the  curious  connection  between  the 
assumption  on  which  Mr.  Buckle's 
arguments  for  a  personal  im- 
mortality   are    founded,    and    his 
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ftmdamental  theory  of  the  non-effect 
of  Moral  Forces  in  determining  the 
greater  phenomena  of  Man's  his- 
tory. The  postulate  of  Mr.  Buckle's 
arguments  for  immortality  was  the 
credibility  of  the  '  forecasts  *  of  the 
affections.  But  suppose  we  find 
that  Moral  Forces  are  not  only,  as 
Mr.  Buckle  affirmed,  of  as  great 
importance  as  Intellectual  Forces  in 
the  determination  of  individual 
phenomena;  but,  as  Mr.  Buckle 
aenied,  of  as  great  importance  as 
Intellectual  Forces  in  the  determina- 
tion of  historical  phenomena;  and 
suppose  further  that  we  find  the 
historical  function  of  intellect  and 
office  of  science  to  be,  to  give  forms 
in  accordance  with  the  reality  of 
things,  or  iT^ue  forms  to  the  ideal 
constructions  of  the  affections,  or 
Moral  Forces  of  our  nature ;  then, 
evidently,  such  an  historical  theory 
will  make  it  impossible  for  us  to 
consider  such  an  argument  for  im- 
mortality as  that  offered  by  Mr. 
Buckle,  in  any  degree  satisfactory, 
or  indeed,  to  regard  it  as  otherwise 
than  entirely  delusive.  Had  Mr. 
Buckle  therefore  seen  how  great  is 
the  part  played  by  Moral  Forces  in 
the  determination  of  historical  phe- 
nomena, he  would  hardly  have 
missedseeing  also  that  'forecasts '  of 
the  affections  cannot  be  admitted  to 
have  any  validity  till  substantiated 
by  the  intellect.  And  hence,  para- 
doxical as  it  may  at  first  sight 
appear,  had  Mr.  Buckle's  theory  of 
ffistory  been  less  purely  materialist, 
his  arguments  for  immortality  would 
have  been  less  purely  mystical. 

6.  We  continued  our  journey,  as 
I  formerly  narrated,  till  in  about  a 
week  we  came  to  the  Wady  Mu- 
katteb,  the  famous  glen  of  the 
Sinaitic  inscriptions.  But  not  of 
what  these  might  mean  was  bur 
talk,  but,  like  Milton's  demons — 
and  indeed  it  was  hot  and  desolate 
enough  for  Pandemonium — we  dis- 
coursed of 

Hxed  fete,  free-will,  foreknowledge  abao- 
lote. 


In  other  words,  our  general  discns- 
sion  of  Caosation  touched  to-day, 
more  particularly,  on  the  ideas  of 
Matter  and  Force,  Substance,  Moral 
Responsibility,  Law,  and  Freedom. 
We  were  thus  beguiled  into  stay- 
ing too    long  in   the   shade  of  a 
sohtary  mimosa- tree.     And  before 
we    reached    the    oasis    of  Wady 
Feirin,  the  termination  of  our  day's 
journey,  the  sun  had  set,  and  the 
stars  been  revealed ;  and  Mr.  Buckle, 
too  tired  to  sit  his  donkey,  could 
but  stagger  along,  leaning  heavily 
on  my  arm,   and   hiutUy  able  to 
speak,  much    less    converse.     Up 
betimes    the     following    morning, 
while  Mr.  Buckle  was  reoovQring 
firom  the  previous  day's  over-fktigne 
I  spent  some  hours  exploring  this 
most  interesting  site  of  a  bi^opric 
of  the  first  enthusiastic  centuries 
of  the  Christian  faith.     And  this 
morning's  meditation  somehow  ever 
connects    itself  in    memory    with 
that  of  the  night  at  the  Wells  of 
Moses.      The   fact    is,    that   long 
after  the  complete   transfonnatioD 
of  an    old   faith,   long    after    the 
new  is  found  clear  and  sufficient, 
long  after  the  old  is  regarded  no 
otherwise  than  as  one  regards  the 
atmosphere  and  ideals  of  childhood, 
certain   scenes  and    circumstances 
may  fill  the  soul  with  the  echoes,  as  it 
were,  of  an  afterclaug  of  sentiment. 
And  so,  wandering  about  alone,  in 
the  fair  morning  Jight,  among  the 
ruined  cells  of  hermits^^ — ^not  a  few 
doubtless,  in  those  days,  saintly  and 
heroic  men — ^the  visionary  world  in 
which  they  had  lived  was  present 
with  me  in  all  its  tenderness,  and 
beauty,  and  sublimity ;  present  with 
me,  too,  even  as  a  world  in  which  I 
myself  had  lived  in  bygone  years; 
and  all  the  sweet  voices  about  me— 
the  murmurs  of  the  brooks  and  tittle 
runnels  of  water  among  the  tender 
grasses,  the  sighings  of  the  breeze 
that    stirred    tiie   palm-tops,  and 
moved  the  blossommg  asphodel  in 
the  crevioeB  of  the  rocks— idl  seemed 
to  have  but  onQ  burden  of  yearning 
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and  of  loYO;  all  these  sweet  low 
voices  seemed  to  have  but  these  in- 
expressibly touching  words  over  and 
over  again  to  repeat— ^Hpai'  roy 
rvpioK  fiov,  Koi  oIk  ol^a  vov  tdriKuv 
ahror.  *  They  have  taken  away 
my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where 
they  have  laid  Him.' 

7.  But  weak,  cowardly,  and  ut- 
terly  unworthy  of  manhood  is  it  to 
permit  mere  sentiment  so  to  fill  one's 
eyes  as  to  blind  one  to  the  facts  of 
mings ;  to  persuade  one  to  ignoble 
flight,  or  to  use  the  mere  conjuror's 
tricks  by  which  so  many  in  these 
days  seek,  in  their  adult  age,  to  call 
up  again,  for  an  ostrich-like  refuge, 
the  visionary  world  of  childhood 
and  of  youth.  So,  as  I  mounted  my 
dromedary,  and  rode  away,  through 
the  palms  and  tamarisks,  to  over- 
take the  caravan,  that  had  already 
started  on  the  day's  journey,  I  felt, 
only  more  strongly  than  ever,  not 
merely  the  necessity  of  the  Ideal 
for  a  noble  and  happy  life ;  but  the 
necessity  of  mastering  those  philo- 
sophical problems  on  the  solution 
of  which  alone  it  can  be  solidly 
reconstmcted;  or  rather  the  solution 
of  which  will,  in  the  synthesis  to 
which  it  leads,  be  itself,  in  its  emo- 
tional aspect,  that  true  Ideal  which 
will  replace,  at  length,  the  &lse, 
and  hence  pernicious  Ideals  of  the 
popular  religions.  More  animated, 
therefore,  than  usual,  was  this  day's 
discussion  of  the  fundamental  ques- 
tions of  Causation  and  of  Method. 
For  with  that  elasticity  which  is 
generally  characteristic  of  the  ner- 
vous temperament,  Mr.  Buckle  had 
completely  recovered  from  the 
flEktigne  of  the  previous  day.  And  so 
we  journeyed  on,  often  looking  back 
on  the  five  grandly  precipitous  peaks 
of  Serbal  towering  over  that  para- 
dise of  the  Bedawin  which  we  had 
just  left,  but  not,  however,  permit- 
ting our  admiration  to  interrupt  our 
argument.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
next  day,  turning  out  of  Wady-es- 
.  Sheik,  into  a  narrow  glen  along  the 
base  of  Horeb,  we  found  the  vista 


closed  by  fruit-trees  and  cypresses, 
surrounding  lofty  and  irregular 
walls,  and  knew  it  to  be  the  Con- 
vent of  Mornt  Sinai,  itself  sur- 
rounding the  sacred  church  of  the 
Transfiguration,  built  by  the  Em- 
peror Justinian  nearly  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 
We  were  encamped  for  three  or 
four  days  under  the  precipices  of 
Sinai,  but  I  had  no  discussions  with 
Mr.  Buckle  during  that  tin^e.  As 
effect,  or  rather,  perhaps,  as  cause  of 
his  theory  of  the  ineflficacy  of  Moral 
Forces  as  historical  causes,  he 
seemed  to  see  nothing  of  that  terri- 
bly tragic  aspect  of  Modem  Thought 
which  here  oppressed  me  beyond 
companionship.  For  Nature  is  the 
interpreter  of  the  soul  to  itself.  In 
Sinai  there  is  '  the  death-Uke  still- 
ness of  a  region  where  the  fall  of 
waters,  even  the  trickling  of  brook  s,^ 
is  unknown:'  it  has  been  graphically 
described  as  ^  the  Alps  unclothed.' 
And  visible  before  me  appeared  the^ 
silent,  because  unutterable  desola- 
tion of  an  unclothed,  a  dream- 
naked  world;  Alps  of  human  passion, 
of  infinite  longing,  and  of  unap- 
peasable love,  insatiate  in  self-sacri- 
fice ;  and  these  living  Alps  blasted 
by  lightnings,  stripped  by  thunder- 
torrents,  left  naked  of  the  dreams 
with  which  they  had  clothed  them- 
selves. Moral  Forces  of  no  account 
as  historical  causes?  What  but 
Moral  Forces  clothed  this  desert- 
world  with  the  bright  ideals  of 
Christianity  ?  And  in  what  is  there 
hope  of  that  guidance  and  joy  which 
the  Ideal  alone  can  gfive,  but  in  the 
historical  action,  once  more,  of 
Moral  Forces,  the  profound  moral 
wants  of  those  to  whom  the  world, 
stripped  of  Christianity,  is  a  Sinai- 
desolation  ? 

8.  The  most  uninterrupted,  most 
varied,  and,  as  it  appeared  to  me, 
most  conclusive  series  of  our  dis- 
cussions was  that  which  occupied 
the  seven  or  eight  days  of  our  jour- 
ney from  the  Convent  of  Mount 
Sinai  to  the  palm-grove  at  the  head 
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of  the  Oalf  of  Akaba.  And  the 
glorious  scene  of  them  too  has 
made  this  series  of  discussions 
especially  memorable.  In  the  re- 
action, however,  after  the  vision  of 
Sinai,  our  discussion  was,  at  first, 
chiefly  confined  to  the  subject  of 
Style,  the  lighter  aspect  of  the 
subject  of  Method,  and  with  re- 
spect to  which,  therefore,  our  differ- 
ences were  of  their  usual  charac- 
ter. But  Art-epochs  differ  chiefly 
in  the  relations  to  each  other  of 
the  two  elements  of  the  Formal 
and  Ideal  in  the  products  of  such 
epochs.  We  are  thus  brought  to 
the  question,  Whence  arises  this 
ideal  element,  and  what  determines 
its  variability  ?  And  considering 
the  relations  of  Art  and  Religion, 
it  seemed  to  me,  at  length,  that  we 
should  more  definitely,  at  once,  and 
comprehensively  state  the  question 
as.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  origin  of 
a  new  Religion  ?  This,  then,  became 
the  great  subject  of  our  discussions 
on  the  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Coral. 
And  it  is  evident  that,  as  no  moral 
phenomenon  is  more  important  than 
a  new  religion,  there  can  be  none, 
an  examination  of  which  will  more 
certainly  prove,  or  more  clearly 
refute  a  theory  of  the  historical 
non-effect  of  Moral  Forces.  But  to 
refute  such  a  theory  by  pointing 
out  the  circumstances  under  which 
such  religions,  particularly,  as  Budd- 
hism, Christianity,  and  Mohammed- 
anism arose,  appeared  to  me  too 
easy.  I  challeuged  him,  therefore, 
on  his  own  ground  of  the  Middle 
Ages.  True,  all  our  modem 
progress  dates  from  the  Revival  of 
Leiaiiing.  But  whence  came  that 
new  spirit  of  enquiry  which  was 
surely  the  cause  rather  than  the 
effect  of  that  Revival  ?  And  if  we 
should  find  that  moral  agencies  can- 
not be  disregarded  in  considering 
the  historical  phenomenon  of  new 
Sciences,  a  fortiori  they  cannot  be 


disregarded  in  consideriDg  the  his- 
torical phenomenon  of  a  new  Beli« 
gion.  But  the  subject  of  the  Middle 
Ages  thus  being  introduced,  and  our 
judgment  of  them  differing  con- 
siderably, we  were  finally  led  into  a 
discussion  of  the  test  and  standard 
of  Moral  Judgments.  And  thus  this 
series  of  discussions  logicaUy  ter- 
minated as  we  journeyed  from  our 
encampment,  opposite  an  island- 
castle  of  the  Saracens  besieged  bj 
the  Crusaders,  and  rounded  the  head 
of  the  gulf  towards  the  pakn-grove 
on  its  eastern  shore. 

9.  Again  the  regularity  of  our 
discussions  was  for  some  time  in- 
terrupted, by  our  having  to  join 
three  other  parties  at  Akaba,  in 
order  to  make  up  a  sufficiently  for- 
midable corps  d*armee  suocessfnlly 
to  achieve  the  adventure  of  Petra. 
Our  dialogues,  or,  on  Mr.  Buckle's 
part,  sometimes  monologues,  were 
therefore  now  of  a  less  connected 
character.  But  one  of  these,  par- 
ticularly, is  not  to  be,  in  so  brief  a 
summary  even  as  this,  passed  over 
quite  without  note.  Going  up  to  the 
Sanctuary  of  Petra,  Ed-Deir — the 
Holy  Place  of  Kadesh»6  (?)— at  a 
little  landing-place  of  the  mountain 
staircase,  under  a  niche  in  the 
walling  rock,  we  had  a  long  rest, 
and  Mr.  Buckle  made  a  professicm 
of  his  faith  as  a  Deist.  To  me  it 
seemed  that,  to  conceive  God  as  but 
a  mere  mechanical  First  Cause,  was 
to  be  more  &dtoc  kv  rjJ  kooii^^ 
'  without  God  in  the  world,'  than  an 
Atheist.  But  I  said  nothing.  For 
our  Gods  are  the  expressions  of  onr 
own  inmost  natures.  And  none  has 
a  right  to  revile  the  Gk)d  of  an- 
other. Yet  no  such  Voltairian  God 
could,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  satisfy 
any  deep  moral  Want.  And  wan- 
dering away,  at  length,  alone  with 
a  grotesque  savage  I  had  taken  a 
liking  to,  and  named  Caliban,  I 
came  to  a  precipitous  '  High  Place ' 


'•  Stanley,  Sinai  and  Palestine,  p.  98. 
ToL  II.  p.  582. 
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fronting  Monnt  Hor;  and  there 
meditating  long  on  the  piimaBval 
worship  on  High  Places,  it  seemed 
to  me  finally  that,  whoUj  without 
belief  as  one  may  be  in  the  Gods  of 
the  multitude,  the  idols  of  super- 
stition ;  Atheist  one  is  not,  if  belief 
in  Grod  means  a  feeling  too  deep  of 
the  spirituality  of  Nature,  to  satisfy 
itself  with  belief  in  a  retired  First 
Cause— a  feeling  unutterable  of  the 
mystery  of  Existence,  and  of  our 
li^e  lives  as  even  now  in  the  midst 
of  the  Eternal  and  the  Infinite ;  Athe- 
ist one  is  not,  if  belief  in  God  means 
behef  in  the  triumph  of  Truth  and  of 
Justice,  and  belief  in  the  duty  of 
devoting  oneself  to  contributing 
what  one  may  to  such  triumph ; 
Atheist  one  is  not,  if  the  fountains 
of  one*s  life  are  found  in  worship 
on  High  Places. 

lo.  It  was  not  till  the  end  of 
our  desert  journey,  and  when,  in 
Palestine,  we  were  again  travelling 
together  alone,  that  our  discussions 
were  resumed  in  the  same  prolonged 
manner  and  logical  sequence  as  be- 
fore. And  it  chanced  that,  having  at 
Hebron  exchanged  our  dromedaries 
for  horses,  and  so  journeying  to  Jeru- 
salem^ our  subject  of  discussion  was 
the  Summum  Bonum,  the  Ideal, 
the  Highest  Good.  Thus  a  new 
series  of  discussions  was  opened 
which  occupied  us  'all  through  the 
Holy  Land.  But  essentially  the 
same  principles  were  in  dispute 
in  both  series;  only  in. the  first, 
they  were  considered  chiefly  in 
their  metaphysica],  in  the  second, 
chiefly  in  their  ethical  aspect. 
For  maintaining,  in  his  theory 
of  logical  Method,  that  Moral 
Forces  are  to  be  disregarded  as  his- 
torical causes,  Mr.  Buckle  consis- 
tently maintained  in  his  theory  of 
ethical  Good,  that  the  Summum  Bo- 
num is  the  highest  intellectual  and 
sensual  gratification  accordant  with 
the  rights  of  others.  The  &tal  ob- 
jection, however,  to  such  an  Ideal 
appeared  to  me  to  be  its  merely 
individual  character.     For  it  makes 


oneself  the  jud^  of  what  is  accor- 
dant with  the  rights  of  others,  and 
it  provides  no  means  of  purifying 
and  keeping  pure  the  Conscience 
from  merely  selfish  aims.  Such  an 
Ideal  is,  indeed,  rather  the  justifica- 
tion of  selfishness,  than  its  reproba- 
tion. And  maintaining,againstMr. 
Buckle,  that  Moral  Forces  cannot, 
if  we  would  truly  conceive  the 
causes  of  historical  phenomena,  be 
disregarded,  I  maintained  that  our 
definition  of  the  Ideal  should  have 
regard  to  subjective  aim  as  well  as 
to  objective  result.  And,  finally,  I 
ventured  to  define  the  Summum 
Bonum  as  a  Will  having^  as  aim 
and  result,  oneness  with  others,  and 
the  oneness  of  each  with  aU;  or — if 
in  one  word  I  might  name  it,-^ 
Love,  as  subjective  aflection,  and 
objective  hannony.  For,  bv  that 
word  I  did  not  mean  merely  that 
aflection  of,  or  for  an  individual, 
whichis  seldom,  except  for  moments, 
perfect,  or  absolutely  mutual;  al- 
most always  founded  on  illusion; 
and  never,  perhaps,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  mother,  quite  pure,  selfless, 
and  beyond  the  reach  of  misunder- 
standing and  change.  Not  the 
aflection  of  which  the  object  de- 
sired and,  at  length,  possessed,  is  the 
a<l>pohlrri  wavirffjioi',  Earthly  Beauty, 
but  that  of  which  the  object  of  desire 
and  possessionisthe  iLippodlrri  ovpavia, 
Heavenly  Beauty ;  that  straining 
after,  and  consciousness  of  harmony 
of  relation  with  something  out  of, 
and  above  oneself,  and  insatiable 
save  by  such  objects  as  God,  or 
Humanity ;  that  divine  Want,  per- 
sonified by  Diotima  in  the  Syni' 
jposivmfiy  as  the  Child  of  Poverty  and 
Plenty,  the  fearless,  the  vehement, 
and  the  strong,  the  hunter,  the 
philosopher,  and  the  enchanter, — 
such  Want,  and  its  divine  satisfac- 
tion, I  desired  to  be  understood  by 
the  word  Love. 

II.  The  development  in  subse- 
quent discussions  of  those  ethical 
principles  which  were  thus  brought 
into  definite  and  express  antago* 
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nism,  8.8  we  came  to  that  tarn  of  the 
road  where  trayellers  from  the  south 
first  catch  sight  of  Jemsalem,  it  is 
nnnecessaay  for  my  present  purpose 
here  to  note  in  detail.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  it  was,  as  we  were  jour- 
neying, about  a  fortnight  later,  over 
the  plain  of  Esdraelon,  the  prophetic 
battlefield  of  Armageddon,  that 
these  generalprinciples  were  carried 
out  to  their  legitimate  political  con- 
clusions in  the  different  views  to 
which  they  led  of  liberty,  of  political 
intervention,  and  of  toleration. 
Liberty,  with  Mr.  Buckle,  was  an 
end ;  with  me,  only  a  means.  Po- 
litical intervention  he  absolutely 
reprobated;  I,  only  in  the  mean- 
time—only till  the  republican  and 
new  social  party  should  be  suf- 
ficiently strong  to  direct  the  inter- 
vention. Toleration  was  likewise, 
for  Mr.  Buckle,  an  end  in  itself; 
for  me,  only  the  mark  of  a  transi- 
tional period.  Never,  when  any 
large  and  powerful  body  of  men 
have  been  animated  by  the  enthusi- 
asm of  a  great  Ideal,  have  they 
tolerated,  nor  will  they  ever,  when 
so  animated,  tolerate — save  so  far  ae 
may  be  expedient— either  those 
whom  they  justly  contemn  as,  in 
old  language,  'without  God;'  or 
hate  as  the  upholders  of  what  to 
th^n  may  appear  a  Mse,  and  there- 
fore, pernicious  Ideal.  We  tolerate 
now,  simply  because  we  do  not 
believe;  or  because  those  who  do 
believe  are  in  the  minority.  And 
if  a  new  Ideal  should  once  more 
bind  men  together  in  an  enthusias- 
tic faith.  Bind  if  they  ahould  then 
tolerate,  this  will  not  be  on  the 
principle  of  toleration  as  commonly 
stated ;  but  because,  and  only  so  far 
as,  the  existence  of  other  Ideals  may 
accord  with  the  fundamental  views 
of  human  life  and  destiny  ^^i  by 
such  new  Ideal.  But  the  discussion 
was  too  soon  brought  to  a  close  by 
'Mr.  Buckle's  suddenly  Mling  ill. 
'  He  had,  on  setting  out  in  the  morn- 
ing, expressed  himself  as  feeling  a 
-n^ore  superabundant    vigour  than 


ever  before  in  his  life.  Strange  irony 
of  Fate !  This  was  the  last  impor- 
tant conversation  which  illness  or 
weakness  ever  permitted  us  to  haya 
But  the  antagonism  of  our  ftmda- 
mental  principles  could  hardly  have 
been  carried  much  further* 

12.  And  now  to  sum  up.  Before 
entering  on  the  direct  examiBatioii 
of  Mr.  Buckle's  characteristic 
theory,  we  thought  it  desirable  to 
present  it,  in  some  of  its  varicms 
aspects  and  consequences,  as  thej 
successively  became  apparent  in  the 
course  of  our  discussions  during  this 
Eastern  journey.  And  we  have  seen 
his  theory  of  the  non-effect  of  Moral 
Forces  leading  to  great  misjudgment, 
as  it  appeared,  of  the  true  cause  of 
the  modem  revival  of  Spiritdan; 
permitting  him  to  rely  on  an  ar^ 
gument  for  a  personal  immortality 
which  a  truer  theory  of  the  rolatioii 
of  Moral  and  Intellectual  Forces 
would  have  shown  him  the  fialkcy 
of;  concealing  from  him  altogether 
the  tragic  aspect  of  Modem  Thought 
and  its  results,  and  hence,  conceaHng 
from  him  also  those  reconstructive 
forces  which,  from  the  very  despair 
caused  by  destruction,  arise ;  lead- 
ing him  to  make  much  of  Style,  and, 
in  Art  generally,  to  look  to  the 
formal  rather  than  to  the  ideal 
element ;  depriving  him  of  sym- 
pathy with  religious  phenomena, 
and  rendering  inexplicable  the  rise 
of  new  religions,  or  even,  in  its 
profoundest  causes,  of  a  revival  of 
learning ;  leading  him  to  judge 
historical  personages  and  periods 
merely  bpr  outward  acts,  and  not  at 
all  by  ideal  motives;  making  it 
possible  for  him  to  be  content 
with  the  Deist's  conception  of  God 
as  a  mere  mechanical  First  Cause ; 
giving  him  a  standard  of  moralitj 
and  an  Ideal  of  a  wholly  individual 
and  negative  chfuracter ;  and  kence, 
finally,  leading  to  conceptions  of 
policy  in  accoraance  therewith,  and 
witb  the  principles  meanly  of  a 
destructive  and  ta:«nsitionid  penod. 
Such  are  some  of  the  correlates  or 
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oonseqnences  of  a  logically  held 
tibeory  of  the  non-eflTect  of  Moral 
Torces  as  historical  causes.  Let 
US  now  exanune  the  grounds  of  the 
theory,  and  its  relation  to  the 
general  development  of  the  New 
Philosophy  of  History. 

m. 

Thb  Inadeqitact  of  the  New  Philosopht 
OP  History. 

I.  In  concluding  onr  review  of 
the  New  Philosophy  of  History,  we 
found  that  its  highest  resnlts  were 
two  general  historical  Laws  of  Men- 
tal Development ;  but  the  fact  that 
these  highest  resnlts  are,  the  one,  a 
law — ^that  of  Comte — ^which,  though 
remarkably  verified,  is  still  but  em- 
pirical ;  and  the  other,  a  law — ^that 
of  Hegel — ^which,  though  stated  as 
ultimate,  is  enunciated  in  a  form 
capable  only  of  the  most  general 
psychological,  and  not  of  assured 
historical  verification — this  fact 
abne  proves  a  fundamental  defect 
in  the  New  Philosophy  of  History. 
For  the  method  of  a  philosophy 
which  issnes  only  in  empirical  laws 
is  founded  on  but  a  materialist,  and 
the  method  of  a  philosophy  which 
issues  in  laws  only  nominally  ulti- 
mate, and  not  accurately  verifiable, 
is  founded  on  but  an  idealist  ^eory 
of  Causation.  Until  these  funda- 
mental antagonisms  are  reconciled 
ikere  can  be  no  adequate  Philosophy 
of  History,  and  we  ask,  therefore, 
what  Mr.  Buckle  has  contributed 
to  the  New  Philosophy  of  History, 
judging  his  work  by  the  results 
previously  obtained  by  Hegel  and 
by  Oomte;  judging  it  also  by  the 
intrinsic  truth  or  fiedsehood  of  its 
diaracteristic  theory ;  and  judging 
it  finally  by  the  worth  of  wh4t  it 
may  have  contributed  to  the  recon- 
ciliation of  that  fundamental  an- 
tagonism which  we  find  in  the 
methods  of  the  Hegelian  and 
Comtean  philosophies  ? 

a.  Now,  the  ablest  expositor  of 


Hegel,  and  the  most  illustrious 
disciple  of  Comte,  have  each  criti- 
cised the  History  of  OivUisationy  and 
each,  judging  it  in  relation  to  the 
system  of  his  master,  has  shown  its 
distinctive  views,  principles,  and 
laws  to  be  utterly  fiebllaoious  and 
nugatory.  Nor,  with  reference 
particularly  to  Hegel,  need  this  bo 
at  all  surprising.  With  (German 
philosophy,  generally,  Mr.  Buckle's 
acquaintance  seems  to  have  been  of 
the  most  superficial  character ;  his 
misunderstandings  and  misconcep- 
tions even  of  Kaiit,  as  Dr.  Stirling 
has  shown, ^7  are  of  tiie grossest  kind; 
while  even  of  the  fact  that  Hegel  had 
■discovered  a  Law  of  Thought,  or 
of  the  relation  thereto  of  those  laws 
of  evolution  and  of  development 
stated  and  worked  out  by  Mr. 
Spencer— confessedly  derived  from 
Von  Bahr,  and  thus  at  least  indi- 
rectly connected  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Hegelian  Notion — ^Mr. 
Buckle  does  not  seem  to  have  had 
even  the  fidntest  suspicion.  We 
can  hardly,  therefore,  wonder  at  the 
tone  in  which  Dr.  Stirling  writes 
of  Mr.  Buckle;  for  he  considers 
more  particulajrly  Mr.  Buckle's 
views,  with  reference  to  metaphysic 
and  its  method  ;  and  it  is,  no  doubt, 
highly  provoking  to  find  a  method 
condemned-^and,  so  far  as  in  the 
critic's  power,  swept  away-^of  tibe 
principles,  and,  still  more,  of  the 
results,  of  which  the  critic  shows 
.himself  almost  entirely  ignorant. 
This  is  not,  however,  the  place  to 
enter  into  detail  in  considering  the 
relation  of  Mr.  Buckle's  views  of 
historioal  method  and  laws  to  the 
infinitely  lai^^er  and  more  pn>found 
theories  of  Heffel.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  it  is  omy  his  subject^  the 
Philosophy  of  History,  and  the 
pretension  to  have  contributed  some- 
thing of  positive  value  to  the  de- 
velopment of  it,  that  can  justify  the 
bringing  of  him  into  even  mo- 
mentery  relation  with  Hegel. 
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3.  But  though  apparently  utterly 
unacquainted  with  what  Hegel,  Mr. 
Buckle  was  well  acquaint^  with 
what  Comte  had  done.  How  did  he 
profit  by  that  acquaintance?  Re- 
markably little,  as  it  appears,  even 
to  Mr.  Mill  ;*®  and  the  criticism  of 
Comte's  most  illustrious  disciple, 
M.  Littr6, '  *  may  be  thus  summed  up. 
It  is  not  true  that  progress  gene- 
rally depends — as  Mr.  Buckle  af- 
firms—on the  investigation  of  the 
laws  of  nature  ;  this  is  true  only  of 
progress  from  the  metaphysical  to 
the  positive  stage.  Nor  is  it  true 
that  theological  doubt  or  scepticism 
is  necessary  to  progress,  except  also 
in  the  present  s^tge  of  develop- 
ment. Nor  is  it  true  that  the  rela- 
tion between  Intellectual  and  Moral 
Forces  is  what  Mr.  Buckle  states  it 
to  be ;  for  Mr.  Buckle's  theory  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  fact  of 
progress  through  three  stages,  which 
may  be  distinguished  as  respectively 
the  industrial,  the  religious  or 
moral,  and  the  intellectual  Nor  is 
it  true,  except  as  before,  in  reference 
to  our  present  transitbnal  period, 
that  what  Mr.  Buckle  calls  'the 
protective  spirit '  is  the  great  enemy 
of  progress.  And,  finally,  that 
distinction  between  European  and 
non-European  civilisation  which  Mr. 
Buckle  stated  as  the  basis  of  a  philo- 
sophical history  of  Man,  would  have 
«ven  a  semblance  of  truth  only  if  Eu- 
ropean civilisation  were  autochtho- 
nous, or  aboriginal ;  which  it  is  not. 
In  a  word,  that  increase  and  difiPusion 
of  knowledge,  which  is  the  main  con- 
dition of  progress  now,  Mr.  Buckle 
has,  with  but  little  clearness  and 
less  profundity  of  thought,  assumed 
to  be  the  condition  of  progress 
generally  ;  and  hence  he  has  stated 
as  general  historical  laws  what  are 
but  crude  generalisations,  applicable 
only,  at  best,  to  the  present  stage  of 
development. 


4.  Such  would  appear  to  be  the 
judgments  which  we  must  paas 
on  Mr.  Buckle's  work,  considered 
in  its  relation  to  the  two  chief 
historical  systems  by  which  it 
had  been  preceded.  Let  us  now 
examine  the  three  main  arguments 
by  which  he  supported  that  cha- 
racteristic theory  of  his  which 
eliminated  Moral  Forces  as  histo- 
rical causes.  In  the  first  place  he 
assumed  Moral  Agencies  to  be 
'  stationary,'  because  it  appeared  to 
him  'that  there  is  unquestionably 
nothing  to  be  found  in  the  world 
which  has  undergone  so  little  change 
as  those  great  dogmas  of  which 
moral  systems  are  composed.^  But 
moral  dogmas  are  not  in  themselves 
moral  agencies,  but  are  the  product 
of,  and  have  efficacy  given  to  them 
only  by  moral  agencies,  or  rather, 
moral  conjoined  with  intellectual 
agencies.  Even  then,  if  it  were  ad- 
mitted that  'moral  dogmas'  are 
'stationary,'  there  could  be  no 
argument  in  this,  for  the  unchanging 
character  in  intensity  and  direction, 
and  hence  for  the  elimination,  of  the 
element  without  which  they  would 
never  have  been  formulated,  or, 
being  formulated,  would  never  have 
had  any  effect  on  conduct.  So  great 
a  confusion  of  thought  is,  indeed, 
altogether  surprising.  For  who 
woiUd  maintain  that  moral  agencies 
are  to  be  eliminated  in  considering 
the  causes  of  a  man's  conduct,  be- 
cause, as  may  well  have  happened, 
the  moral  dogmas  of  his  creed  have 
been'  stationaiy '  throughout  his  life? 
Mr.  Buckle  certainly  would  not  have 
maintained  anything  so  absurd.  For 
he  expressly  admits  that '  the  actions 
of  individuals  are  greatly  affected  by 
their  moral  feelings,  and  by  their 
passions.' ^^  But  in  admitting  in 
individuals  other  moral  agencies 
than  moral  dogmas,  Mr.  Buckle 
himself  virtually   refuted  his  own 


'*  AuguBte  Comte  and  PosUivitm, 

^  History  of  CivUitation,  vol.  I.  p.  163. 


>*  LaPhilosophie  positive^  t,  IL 
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first  argument  for  the  elimination  of 
Moral  Forces  in  investigating  the 
caoses  of  historical  phenomena. 

5.  The  second  argument  on  which 
the  great  paradox  rests  of  Mr. 
Backle's  book  is,  *that  the  two 
greatest  evils  known  to  mankind 
have  not  been  diminished  by  moral 
improvement ;  bnt  have  been,  and 
still  are  yielding  to  the  influence  of 
intellectual  discoveries.'^'  But  let  it 
be  admitted  that  many  of  the  moral 
improvements  commonly  attributed 
to  moral  agencies,  and  particularly 
the  diminution  of  persecution  and 
war,  have  been  due  rather  to  in- 
tellectual agencies ;  and  let  the 
service  rendered  by  Mr.  Buckle  in 
pointing  out  the  immense  influence 
of  the  increase  and  diflusion  of 
knowledge  on  the  progress  of  Modem 
Civilisation  be  fully  acknowledged ; 
at  the  very  most  this  would  only  go 
to  prove  that  moral  agencies  might 
be  safely  neglected  in  treating  of 
the  causes  of  change  during  our 
present  historical  period.  Proof 
there  would  be  none  in  the  least 
deOTee  adequate  to  support  so  large 
and  rash  a  generalisation  as  that  Hhe 
actions  of  mankind  are  left  to  be 
regulated  by  the  total  knowledge  of 
which  mankind  is  possessed.*'^  And 
this  will  become  manifest  when  we 
reflect  that  knowledge,  though 
certainly  of  the  utmost  importance 
as  a  cause  of  progress  now,  could 
not  have  been  a  cause  of  advance  in 
the  earlier  periods  of  Man's  history, 
because  knowledge — that  is,  scien- 
tific knowledge,  or  the  cognition  of 
things  as  related  to  each  other, 
rather  than  to  indwelling  or  over- 
ruling supernatural  beings — did  not 
then  exist,  or  existed  only  but  with 
respect  to  the  simplest  phenomena. 
And  Mr.  Buckle's  use  of  the  word 
knowledge  must  have  been  strangely 
varying  and  confused ;  and,  con- 
sidering his  study  of  the  Philosophie 
positive^  his  conception  of  the  history 
of  Man  must  have  been  strangely 


inadequate ;  or  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  him  to  maintain,  in 
face  of  such  moral  revolutions  as 
Buddhism,  Christianity,  and  Moham- 
medanism, that  moral  laws  are  to  be 
disregarded  in  the  investigation  of 
the  progress  of  Humanity.  Know- 
ing, as  we  do,  what  was  the  relation, 
even  to  the  rudimentary  scientific 
knowledge  of  their  time,  of  the  Foun- 
der and  Apostles  of  Christianity,  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  it  can  be 
maintained  that  intellectual  laws  are 
all  that  is  needed  to  explain  such 
a  new  outburst  of  enthusiasm,  and 
such  a  new  creation  of  ideals.  And 
the  difficulty  is  no  less  in  the 
analogous  cases  of  Mohammedanism 
and  Buddhism.  For  though  the 
Founders  of  these  religions  were 
among  the  most  learned  of  their 
contemporaries,  there  was  then 
certainly  no  such  general  increase 
of  scientific  knowl6dge,or  knowledge 
of  the  mutual  relations  of  pheno- 
mena, as  to  make  it  possible  there- 
from to  account  for  these  immense 
moral  revolutions. 

6.  But  Mr.  Buckle  has  a  third 
argument  in  support  of  his  paradox, 
which  is,  however,  in  feet  a  direct 
refutation  of  his  first.  I  have  already 
pointed  out  that,  in  admitting,  in 
individuals,  other  moral  agencies 
than  moral  dogmas,  Mr.  Buclde  him- 
self virtually  refuted  his  own  first 
argument  for  the  elimination  of 
Moral  Forces.  But  he  not  only 
thus  indirectly,  but  directly  also 
refuted  his  own  first  argument. 
For  if  moral  agencies  were  really 
identical  with  moral  dogmas,  it 
would  be  quite  superfluous  to  do 
more  than  show  that  these  are 
stationary,  in  order  to  their  being 
eliminated  as  historical  causes.  But 
Mr.  Buckle,  virtually  admitting  that 
Moral  Forces  are  something  quite 
different  from  Moral  Formul®,  pro- 
ceeds to  argue  that,  though 
moral  feelings  influence  individus^s, 
they  do  not  aflect    society  in  th& 


'  Ibid.t  p.  165. 


«•  Ibid,  p.  208. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


498 


Mr.  Buekle'i  OotUribiHon,  to 


[Aprf 


il 


aggregfute,  beoanse  of-  the  ^  law  of 
ayejrages.'  '  One  law/  he  was  oon^ 
stanAly  in  the  habit  of  saying,  'one 
law  for  the  separate  elements,  an- 
other fisr  tiie  entire  oompound.'  Now 
this  is  no  donbt  a  truth,  and  an 
important  tmdi,  if  one  means  there- 
by merely  to  say  that  general  laws 
may,  by  the  method  of  averages,  be 
diaoovered  which  hold  good  for  the 
mass  but  not  for  the  individual.  The 
registrar  of  the  births  of  a  nation 
finds  that  the  births  of  boys  and 
girls  are  very  nearly  eqnal,  and  that 
averages  give  21  of  the  sex  that  is 
more,  to  20  of  that  which  is  less 
exposed  to  life-perils.  One  oonple 
may,  however,  have  many  more  boys 
thfl^  girls,  or  girls  than  bcnrs.  For 
the  general  law  results  from  the 
mutual  elimination  of  inequalities^ 
and  the  balancing  of  ^  and  — 
quantities.  So  far,  therefore,  it  is 
ime  that  there  is  one  law  for  the 
mafis,  another  for  the  individual. 
But  it  by  no  means  follows  that,  be- 
cause of  this,  the  moral  principle 
which,  as  Mr.  Buckle  admitted,  '  is 
eoi^iouous  with  regard  to  the  in- 
dividual,'^^ shall  be  of  no  account 
when,  as  in  Instoncal  ph^iomena, 
the  mass  is  considered.  This  would 
only  follow  fi)om  showing  that  there 
are  mutually  eliminating  differraices 
in  the  historical  manifestations  of 
Moral  Forces.  And  to  show,  as  Mr» 
Buckle  so  trinmphanUy  did,'^  that 
statistics  prove  the  r^pUarity  of 
actions  in  regard  to  murders  and 
other  crimes,  the  number  of  mar- 
riages annually  contracted,  and  the 
number  of  lexers  sent  undirected, 
has  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  what 
has  really  to  be  proved,'*  if  Moral 
Forces  are  to  be,  on  the  principle  of 
the  Method  of  Averages,  eliminated 
from  among  the  causes  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  historian. 

7.  X©*  1^  is  but  a  small  thing  to 
point  out  merely  the  fallacies  of  Mr. 


Buckle's  views  on  historical  method. 
Let  these  be  admitted;  amd  adnlifcted 
that  Moral  Forces  are  of  such  im^ 
portance  as  historical  causes,  ihsA, 
they  not  only'cannot  be  disregarded, 
but  must  be  in*  an.  especial  manner 
both  eritioally  investigated  and 
sympathetically  realised  by  the 
hi^rian;  how  are  they  to  be  sem- 
tificaUy  conceived,  aaid  how  ^Treated 
in  a  scientific  method  ?  That  is  ihs 
question.  And  of*  such  profouad 
difficulty  is  this  question  seen  to 
be,  the  more  it  is  reflected  on,  that 
Mr.  Buckle  is  easilv  forgiven  his 
attempt  to  excuse  hmiaelf  from  the 
necessity  of  saving  it,  hy  denying 
ihe  importance  of  those  fences  which 
maJce  the  solution  of  such  aproblon 
necessary.  He  would,  no  doufaty 
have  shown  greater  philosophio 
penetration,  had  he  seen  how  in- 
adequate must  be  a  method,  that 
takes  no  account  of  Moral  IVnees. 
But  had  he  possessed  a  profbmidffi* 
view  of  the  historical  problem,  he 
might  possibly  never  have  aecom- 
plidied  anything.  Bushing  into 
speech,  he  has  not  only  given  us  se- 
veral admirable  historical  aketehea^ 
illustrative  of  the  influence  of  the 
accumulation  and  diffiision  of  know- 
ledge on  the  progress  charaeteristie 
of  our  present  historical  period';  bat 
he  has  made  it  imposail^,  hoice- 
forth,  rationally  to  attempt  a  j^i^bso- 
phical  treatment  of  History,  withoat 
either  showing,  on  the  one  hacnd,  &r 
strong  grounds  than  anv  advanoed 
by  himself  for  eliminating  Moral 
Forces  in  our  reckoning  of  historical 
causes ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
showing  how  such  forces  are  to  be 
scientifically  conceived,  how  their 
action  in  History  is  to  be  investi- 
gated, and  what  have  been  the  laws 
of  that  action.  In  a  word,  the 
necessity  of  a  more  adequate  theory 
of  Causation,  as  the  basis  of  a  less 
inadequate     Philosophy    of     His- 


*•  Hiatory  of  CivUisaiion^  vol.  I.  p.  165. 

**  Ibid.^  p.  208,  and  compare  generally,  chap.  I. 
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toiy,  is  not  only  now  manifest,  but 
has  become,  through  Mr.  Buckle's 
work — ^tboagh  only,  it  is  true, 
tbirongh  the  exposure  of  its  fcJlacies 
— ^more  definitely  characterisable 
as  the  necessity  of  a  true  definition 
of  Moral  Forces.  To  have  made  this 
clear  s^^pears  to  me  to  have  been 
the  most  important  result  of  Mr. 
Bookie's  work,  considered  in  its  re- 
lation to  the  development  generally 
of  the  New  Philosophy  of  History. 

And  now,  on  the  whole'  case,  I 
weald  make  but  these  brief  oonclud-. 
ing  remarks.  One  cannot  possibly 
escape  the  problem  of  Causation, 
if  one  T«ntures  to  advad&ce  theories 
of  History;  one  only  solves  ihe 
pc^blem  wrongly  and  oonfusedly  in 
pretending  to  pass  it  over;  and 
hence  it  is  better  to  fietce  it  at 
(Hioe  boldly,  and,  accurately  define 
ing,  study  it  thoroughly.  Magni- 
fieeait,  then,  as  were  the  general 
views  presented  by  the  Philoso{^bies 
of  History,  we  could  not  but  acknow- 
ledge in  them  a  fundamental  in* 
adequacy ;  and,  to  amepad  this,  we 
laLcmd  fi*om  these  high  speculations 
witiok  refi^rence  to  the  Past  to  the 
siiody  of  the  Proseiat  in  the  most 
general  and  certain  results  of  its 
new  knowledge.  These,  in  their 
iamest  aoieaning,  we  endeavoured  to 
maater,  these  to  evaluate,  and  as 
fidly  as  possible  devdop  in  those 
mHore  true  conceptions  which  they 
seemed  to  afibrd  of  Causation,  before 


we  made  any  further  attempt  at  a 
scientificcomprehension  of  thestany 
sphere  of  History.  Newtou  laid  aside 
his  researches  on  the  orbits  of  the 
planets  till  he  had  obtained  a  more 
exact  value  of  the  semi-diameter  of 
the  Earth  ;*^  and  we  hoped  that 
when,  Oder  a  like  evaluation  of  the 
ground  on  which  we  stand,  we 
resumed  our  study  of  the  enspher- 
ing system  of  Humanity,  we  should 
gather  knowledge  not  inapproxi- 
mately,  perhaps,  as  accurate  as  that 
of  the  astronomers  from  the  base 
which  they  had  thus  ascertained. 
And  this  will  be  acknowledged  tQ 
have  been  no  v«un  hope  if  it  should  be 
found  that,  through  the  systematic 
study  of  human  conceptions  of  Causa- 
tion, in  the  Present  and  in  the  Past, 
there  has  indeed  been  discovered  ^ 
verifiable  Ultimate  Law  of  History, 
iotegrating  what  is  true  both  ii^ 
Hegel's  Law  of  Thought,  and  in 
Comte's  Empirical  Law,  and  thus 
completing  tiiQ  development  of 
Hume's  profound  Theorv  of  the 
'  Natun^l  History  of  Religion.'  But 
even  such  a  Law  was  not  our  final 
aim.  We  sought  it  but  that,  in  the 
synthesis,  which  it  would  efiect,  we 
vu^tgain  a  tr^e  Ideal ;  an  Ideal  in 
accordance  with  the  highest  results 
of  Science,  the  most  general  con- 
ceptioi^s  of  I#w ;  a^  Ideal,  no  more, 
as  hitherto,  an  unverified,  or  unveri- 
fiable  dream,  but  the  splendour  of 
Truth. 

J.  S.  Stuabt-Glbiinie. 


^  In  Picard*B  more  acciurate  meaemrement  of  an  arc  of  the  meridian,  coerec^ng 
Newtoa's  estimate  of  sixtj  miles  to  a  degree,  and  hence  giving  greater  aocoiacy  to  hii 
caleulation  of  the  moon's  distance  in  semi-diameters  of  the  Earth.  See  Grant,  Biatory 
of  FIttfsieal  Astronomy^  p.  24. 
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A  PEEP  AT  ANCIENT  ETRURIA. 


AFTER  Rpending  a  good  manj 
pleasant  weeks  in  Florence  it 
seemed  to  ns  that  the  time  had 
come  to  carry  out  onr  project  of  a 
Httle  tonr  through  some  of  the  less 
known  towns  of  Middle  Italy  which 
we  had  passed  by  on  former  jour- 
neys. Among  these  were  the  chief 
Etroscan  cities  of  Sonth  Tuscany. 
Bnt  we  had  no  notion  of  facing 
certain  discomfort  and  the  chances 
of  agne  fever  by  following  the  foot- 
steps of  Dennis  along  the  swampy 
coast  and  still  more  unhealthy  lull 
tracts  of  the  Marenmia.  We  came 
to  the  modest,  not  to  say  faint- 
hearted, conclusion  that  Yolterra, 
Chiusi,  and  Gortona  would  suffice  to 
give  us  a  tolerably  lively  idea  of 
such  remains  as  are  still  extant  of  a 
people  whose  civilisation  dates  in 
the  order  of  antiquity  next  after 
that  of  Egypt  and  Assyria. 

When  we  mentioned  to  our 
Florentine  friends  our  intended 
ramble  in  the  provinces,  they  shook 
their  heads  and  looked  solenm. 
Countless  discomforts  and  perhaps 
dangers  were  in  store  for  us,  they 
said  —  dreadful  roads,  bad  inns, 
nothing  to  eat,  rough  people,  rob- 
bers in  the  Apennines,  and  what  not ! 
When  we  added  that  we  proposed 
travelling  in  a  harocdno,  their 
countenances  showed  supreme  dis- 
gust, and  it  is  only  fair  to  say 
that  subsequent  experience  proved 
they  were  not  far  wrong  in  threa- 
tening us  with  *  being  shaken  to 
death.' 

Altogether  our  good  friends 
showed  very  clearly  how  sorely 
puzzled  they  were  as  to  what  we 
comld  find  to  do  or  see  in  those 
piccoli  paesi,  as  Italians  always 
call  country  parts. 

Melancholy  forebodings  and  ad- 
verse criticism  notwithstanding,  we 
took  the  train  one  fine  morning 
from  the  station  of  Santa  Maria 
Novella  for  Pontedera,  whence  we 


were  to  start  for  Volterra.  On 
reaching  our  destination  we  found 
the  carriage  and  horses  we  liad 
telegraphed  for,  and  a  smart  driver 
who  undertook  to  convey  us  to  our 
journey's  end  in  six  hours. 

What  a  pleasant  drive  it  wast 
The  brightest  of  suns  in  a  deep 
blue  sky,  a  fresh  breeze  blowing, 
the  country  all  a-bloom  with 
flowers,  gay-looking  villas  frequent 
on  the  hul-tops,  and  the  vines,  mnl- 
berries,  and  voung  com  green  with 
the  tender  tmt  of  spring!  Bostic 
life  was  busv  along  the  road: 
jauntily  perched  on  their  earri 
rode  picturesque  peasants  with  red 
tulips  stuck  into  their  conical  liats ; 
children  in  scanty  clothing,  which 
disclosed  beautifully  modelled  limbs, 
were  leading  their  sheep  and  their 
goats ;  dark-eyed  damsels  triipp^ 
along  under  huge  bright  bundles  of 
fireshly-cut  forage ;  old  women 
plied  the  distaff  on  the  door- 
steps ;  younger  ones  plaited  straw, 
darting  the  while  swift  glances  at 
the  passers-by;  and  those  statelj 
Tuscan  oxen  of  the  large  Instzous 
eyes  ploughed  away  in  patient  dig- 
nity. As  we  advanced,  however, 
the  hills  grew  bare,  the  cultivation 
more  scattered,  and  villas,  treesy 
and  population  scantier  and  less 
frequent.  The  road  ascends,  along 
the  banks  of  tilie  Era,  and^  after 
crossing  the  river,  makes  a  sudden 
bend  into  the  hills. 

At  this  spotwe  turned  lound, 
to  look  at  tiie  landscape  behind 
us.  It  was  characteristic  of  Italy: 
a  yellow,  dried-up  river-bed,  a 
wide  stony  valley,  denuded  hilK 
here  and  there  a  grove  of  olives  or  a 
straggling  line  of  cypresses,  on 
some  hill  top  a  solitary  convent  or 
oratory,  and  in  the  blue  background 
the  mountains,  with  waving  outline 
of  Apennines  and  jagged  peaks 
of  Carrara,  and  Monte  Hsano 
standing  out  in  bold  reHef.    Every- 
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where  that  day  was  a  flood  of  bril- 
liant light  which  made  all  natare 
thrill  with  tamnltuotLS  life,  and 
eren  the  wild  flower  and  blade 
of  grass  seemed  to  quiver  with 
joyons  motion.  All  living  things 
were  as  if  stirred  to  quicker  sense, 
while  the  somewhat  desolate  aspect 
of  the  country  near  at  hand  gave  a 
note  of  sadness  not  without  charm 
amidst  the  great  sun-dazzle  around. 

The  road  soon  became  savage 
«id  wild,  offering  a  strange  con- 
trast to  what  had  come  before. 
For  miles  it  took  us  through  a  tract 
of  bluish,  clayey  hills,  and  billowy 
plain  deeply  furrowed,  all  given 
up  to  the  freaks  and  pranks  of 
watercourses.  Scarce  a  blade  of 
grass  or  sign  of  any  living  thing 
is  to  be  seen.  Hills  crumbling 
away,  deep  ruts  and  wide  ravines 
eaten  into  by  the  waters,  universal 
stripping  and  denudation  of  all 
earth  and  vegetation — a  scene  such 
as  yon  might  fancy  on  the  day  after 
the  flood !  Volterra  stood  in  the 
distance  perched  alofl,  and  looking 
decidedly  hard  to  get  at.  A  fierce 
wind  had  arisen,  which  added  to 
the  wildness  of  the  scene,  and  we 
began  seriously  to  doubt  if  we 
should  ever  scale  the  heights  before 
us.  The  carriage  felt  as  if  it  would 
be  every  moment  blown  away.  The 
difficulties,  however,  have  been  over- 
come by  skilful  road-making,  and 
knowing  Volterra  to  be  i,8oo  feet 
above  the  sea  we  were  astonished 
to  find  ourselves  in  a  short  time 
close  to  its  walls,  amidst  the  vine- 
yards and  flg-gardens. 

The  carriage  stopped  before  the 
door  of  a  dark,  small-windowed 
house  near  the  entrance  of  the  city. 
This  was  the  inn,  our  vetturino  in- 
formed us.  No  sign  was  to  be  dis- 
covered outside,  and  the  general  as- 
pect was  dilapidated,  gloomy,  and  cut- 
throat. Presently  a  stem-visaged 
girl  appeared  in  the  door-way, 
and  conducted  us  through  a  dark 
passage,  up  an  uneven,  high-stepped 
staircase  where  not  a  gleam  of  light 
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showed  itself.  I  fancied  myself  al- 
ready  in  an  Etruscan  tomb.  After 
much  tripping  and  stumbling  over 
odd  steps  and  obstacles,  we  arrived 
at  the  rooms  destined  for  us.  As 
usually  happens  in  Italy,  they  were 
much  better  than  one  is  led  by  first 
appearances  to  expect.  The  curtains  , 
and  beds  were  white  and  clean, 
the  tiled  floors  showed  symptoms  of 
recent  washing.  The  smileless  damsel  . 
seemed  to  enter  into  our  views  as  to 
dinner ;  so  we  were  led  to  hope  that 
there  might  linger  some  amiable 
weakness  under  that  uncompromis- 
ing demeanour.  These  preliminaries 
being  adjusted,  we  sallied  forth  for 
a  stroll. 

This  town  looks  immeasurably 
old.  Hundreds  of  years  have  passed 
over  these  houses,  and  yet  their 
massive  stonework  still  stands  as 
if  nothing  could  ever  disturb  it.  The 
whole  place,  in  its  grim  solidity  and 
dark  grey  hue,  might  be  supposed 
to  have  grown  out  of  the  rock  which 
carries  it.  As  we  loitered  about  the 
antique  Piazza,  grave,  silent  people 
were  pacing  up  and  down  in  a 
stately  fashion.  They  are  all  workers 
in  alabaster  here,  and  thrive  well,  as 
we  are  told,  on  the  pursuit.  Scraps 
of  the  material  are  under  one's  feet 
at  every  step. 

The  grey  streets,  whose  tall  houses 
shut  out  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun, 
felt  cold  and  unfriendly,  so  we  sought 
and  found  a  sheltered  spot  on  the 
ramparts.  It  was  just  where  the 
great  wall  of  uncemented  blocks 
looks  down  on  the  famous  Etruscan 
gate — the  very  gate,  with  the  three 
human  heads  carved  in  black  lava, 
that  is  represented  on  sepulchral 
monuments  at  least  twenty-five 
centuries  old,  and  what  its  age  may 
then  have  been  we  know  not.  Pew 
pieces  of  hxunan  handiwork  carry 
the  mind  back  so  fieir  into  the  twi- 
light of  antiquity. 

Next  morning  it  was  raining,  and 
the  old  town  looked  gloomier  than 
ever.  As  it  is,  so  it  must  have  been 
in  the  old  days — ^the  old  mediaeval 
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days.  As  for  the  Etrtisciai  peridd, 
•that  tfikkes  ns  fairl j  beTond  autfaentio 
liistoiy.  We  know  only  iihat  a 
great  people  onoe  inhabited  this 
iiegion,  and  that  they  bnilt  Tftst 
moTrntain  cities,  for  thewallsture  still 
inhere,  more  massire  thanttny  people 
have  attempted  to  erect  since  their 
time.  The  hill  opposite  is  tiQl  i^ierced 
throngh  by  their  sepnlch&res,  and 
•yonder  is  the  very  gate  through 
which  the  citizens  went  forth  and 
returned.  •  • 

Nothing  new  has  been  biiilt  here 
formany a  long  day— 6nly  sometimes 
the  old  houses  have  been  a   little 
pulled  about  and  altered   to   suit 
modem    wants.       They  are   high, 
of   hard,     dark     stone,    and  have 
overiianging  cornices.       Here  and 
there  a  round  or  pointed  window 
has  been  made  square,  arches  have 
been  built  up  for  greater  strength, 
'and    columns,  fragments,  and    in- 
soripiions  of  classical  times  haye 
been    built   into    the    walls,   with 
no  more  regatd  than  if  they  were 
stones  from  the  quarry.   The  narrow 
streets  run  up  and  down  in  most  ir- 
regular &shion,  making  picturesque 
projections,  and  quaint  -dark  nooks 
and  abrupt  endings.   Massiye  stone- 
work, admirably  fitted,  shows  that 
the  art  of  old  Etruria  haa  not  lost 
•its  cunning ;  the  eyen,  smooth  pave- 
ment of  broad  slabs,  so  comforting 
to  the  foot-sore  and  weary,  is  another 
witness  that  the  ancient  skill   of 
their  fore&thers  has  not  departed 
from  amongst  the  modem  Tuscans. 
We   were    accompanied    in    our 
wanderings    by    the.  indispensable 
guideof  Volterra — (Horgio  CallaL  He 
ia  frill  of  recondite  lore  and  a  laudable 
desire  to  make  the  most  of  the  an- 
cient glories  of  his  birth^dace,  and 
on    the     shortest    possible    notice 
suppHes    that    sort    of  knowledge 
which,  like  a  fiancy  dress,  you  hire 
for  the  noiice,  having  iu>  frirther 
occasion  for  it.  Ifyou  have  forgotten 
to  take  the  necessary  infoimaiaoii 
into  store,  or  have  stowed  it  away 
60  &p  down  ID  your  memdry  that  it 


is  inoonvmxenidy  hard  to  recover, 
Gallai  is  your  man.  He  looks  the 
very  genius  of  the  place,  just  as  if 
he  had  stepped  out  of  one  of  the 
tombs  on  yend^r  lull-side  with 
some  dismally  important  message 
to  communieate.  A  supemator»I 
solemnity  rests  on  his  hollow 
jaws  and  long,  colourless  &oe, 
and  the  sound  of  his  voice  is  tragic 
and  sepulchral.  He  never  smiles, 
and  is  impervious  to  a  joke.  Secdng 
sights  in  a  Hght  and  airy  spirit  is  & 
.thing  beyond  his  philosophy,- and, 
above  al],  Etruria  is  with  him  no 
laughing  matter.  Indeed,  the  Vol- 
terrani  in  general  seem  much  im- 
pressed, not  to  say  overcome,  by  the 
antiquity  of  their  descent.  They  are 
an  austere  people,  stiff  and  resored 
in  bearing,  and  look  on  strangers 
with  a  suspicious,  ungracious  eye — 
singularly  un-ItaUan  m  all  this — hoi 
we  must  credit  them  with  self-re- 
spect and  pride,  for  the  whole  time  we 
were  there  we  never  met  a  b^gar. 

As  we  wandered  about,  GHorgio 
grew  communicative  and  mre  us 
some  account  of  the  religion  and 
morals  of  his  follow- townsmen. 
'  They  had  become  quite  comipt,' 
he  said ;  *  they  had  been  spoikd, 
£rst  by  the  priests  and  then  by 
those  '^  hrutH  "  Piedmontese— there 
was  no  more  respect  for  anything — 
-bad  books  were  abroad  and  such  li- 
centiousness I  AhlSignoramiOjill 
could  only  tell  you  ! '  The  signora 
wished  much  to  be  supplied  with 
a  few  lively  bits  of  scandal; 
but  Giorgio  dosed  his  I^s  firmly 
and  contented  himself  with  sighing 
in  a  way  that  might  become  the 
only  remaining  just  man  of  Yol- 
terrn. 

We  observed  that  he  dated  all 
these  dreadfrd&llings-offfrom  '4S, 
and  when  he  went  on  Uf  saj  tliat 
the  climate  too  had  altered,  and 
that  cold  and  rain  were  things  un- 
Jcnown  in  happier  times  —  ^i  cer* 
velii  e  gli  elemeati  van/no  tutU  a  rt>* 
^esdo  '  — ^we  too  began  to  think, 
our  views  being  affected  by  the  raw, 
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rsdny  day,  that  firee  iiistitations 
may  be  disagreeable  tbings,  i^t  to 
bring  witb  tbem  otber  Englisb  com- 
moditdes  besides  parliaments  and 
newspapers. 

TlK>agb  never  departing  from 
an  imposing  dignity  of  demeanonr, 
our  companion  grew  more  con- 
fidential by  d^rees,  and  gave  ns 
some  of  his  personal  history.  How 
be  bad  travelled  in  foreign  conntries, 
and  bad  lived  many  years  in  Eng- 
land and  Holland,  wbere  the 
priests  marry — ^and  how  much  bet- 
ter it  is,  Signora! — ^how  family 
affiurs  had  called  him  home,  and  how 
be  was  obliged  to  live  in  Yolterra ; 
a  sad  &te  for  a  man  like  him, 
^del  gran  mandOf*  to  have  to  live 
in  so  small  a  place,  and  to  be  criti- 
cised and  not  understood.  What 
was  he  to  do  P  cosa  vuole  f  -  .  .  A 
man  of  the  world  can't  live  like  a 
monk,  yon  know — so  he  married, 
and  devotes  himself  to  studying  the 
remains  of  his  Etroscan  ancestors* 
Can  Mrs.  Gallai  be  unworthy  of 
him,  that  he  thinks  it  necessary  to 
apologise  for  the  not  uncommon 
step  he  has  taken  P 

The  rain  was  coming  down  with 
the  utmost  perverseness,  so  we 
were  not  sorry  to  take  shelter  in 
the  Museum.  Our  cicerone  and 
the  custode  soon  got  into  vehement 
discussion  as  to  dates  and  centuries, 
and  the  disputed  Greek  or  Asiatic 
origin  of  the  Etruscans.  Each 
seeming  satisfied  that  his  view 
settled  the  matter,  and  hopelessly 
intent  on  convincing  the  other,  we 
left  them  to  their  guereUe  de  savans^ 
and  plunged  into  the  urns,  vases, 
and  bronzes. 

Along  the  walls  are  ranged  the 
so-called  cinerary  urns — stone  or 
marUe  oblone  cases  or  coffins  con- 
taming  the  awes  of  those  dead  that 
were  burnt.  Their  sides  are  orna- 
mented with  sculptures  of  every 
period,  from  the  rude  beginnings 
to  the  high  finish  of  later  times. 
On  the  uds  are  reclining  figures, 
evidently    portraits,    from     their 


strongly-marked  individuality — ^the 
men  all  with  energetic,  intelligent 
heads,  but  rugged*looking  and 
decidedly  ugly ;  the  women  not 
well-favoured.  The  subjects  carved 
in  high  relief  on  the  sides  of  these 
urns  form  the  chief  interest  of  this 
unrivalled  collection  of  Etruscan 
sculptural  art. 

As  you  examine  them,  one  after 
another,  you  come  gradually  to 
feel  personally  acquainted  with  the 
people  whose  lives  are  thus  ex- 
hibited before  you.  The  longer 
you  look,  the  more  any  scepti- 
cal indifierence  gives  way  to  a 
new  and  real  interest  in  a  remote 
and  half-forgotten  race.  The 
range  of  subjects  is  marvellously 
varied,  and  all  are  treated  with 
simplicity,  truth,  and  a  charming 
naturalness.  They  show  strength 
and  energy  too ;  the  transpa- 
rent alabaster  ;and  coarser  tufa 
seem  to  brekthe  and  take  life 
imder  the  hand  of  those  who  held 
the  chisel.  The  skill  of  the  dis- 
tribution and  grouping,  the  manual 
dexterity,  the  fineness  and  delicacy 
of  execution,  curiously  testifyto  that 
element  in  art  which  marks  the 
poetical  intellect,  so  conspicuous — 
perhaps  by  accidental  coincidence 
— in  the  mediaeval  Florentine.  The 
same  cbaracteristies  which  separate 
the  marble  poems  of  Or  San  Michele 
and  the  bronze  ^tes  of  Ghiberti 
from  their  rivals  m  Italy  or  beyond 
the  Alps,  distinguish  tnese  works 
at  Volterra  from  all  else  that  is 
known  of  antique  art.  Beauty  and 
grace,  however,  are  generally  ab« 
sent,  and  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  much  sought  or  selected. 

Most  of  these  sculptures  are 
of  a  mythological  or  historical 
character,  the  former  distinctly 
Hellenic,  the  subjects  being  taken 
from  Homeric  legends  :  the  latter 
are  derived  from  local  history,  such 
as  a  siege  of  Yolterra,  where  the 
gateway  of  the  three  heads  is  con- 
spicuous ;  and  another  siege  episode, 
where  some  of  the  attacking  force 
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are  seen  flinging  over  the  walls  at 
the  defenders  the  heads  of  those 
they  have  slain.  More  attractive  are 
the  subjects  drawn  from  domesticlife, 
in  the  treatment  of  which  there  is 
much  na'i'veteajid  delicate  tender  feel- 
ing. We  have  often  homely  inci- 
dents, such  as  a  female  figare  teach- 
ing little  children  to  read,  and  bridal 
processions  and  marriage  rites,  with 
a  genius  tumiog  round  the  wheel 
of  Life.  And  there  are  banquets 
and  triumphal  marches,  horse  races 
and  bull  fights.  Most  frequent 
of  all  are  funereal  subjects,  as  where 
a  lonely  flower  on  the  tomb  tells  by 
the  number  of  its  petals  the  years 
lived  through  by  the  departed  ; 
and  funeral  processions,  where  the 
body  is  seen  on  a  car  drawn  by 
oxen  with  bent  heads  and  languid 
movement,  to  mark  dejection :  the 
mourners  weeping,  with  covered 
faces,  and  in  front  a  figure  on 
horseback — symbolising  the  soul — 
hurries  onward  with  a  long  sack 
containing  his  good  and  bad  deeds 
hung  over  his  shoulder.  Deathbed 
scenes  often  occur,  and  touching 
partings  between  husband  and  wife. 
It  is  the  old,  old  story — human 
life,  human  feeling,  ever  the  same, 
nothing  changed.  After  centuries 
and  centuries  of  decay,  destruction, 
and  forgetfulness,  you  have  only  to 
remove  a  little  dust  and  rubbish, 
and  there  you  find  the  link,  still 
unbroken,  which  makes  all  the 
world  akin. 

We  took  a  long  walk  by  the 
finest  remaining  part  of  the  old 
Etruscan  walls,  which  lie  some  way 
outside  the  modem  town.  Along 
their  base,  on  the  declivity  of  the 
mountain,  a  rough  path  is  carried. 
What  grand  old  things!  Huge 
blocks  of  travertine,  piled  up  house- 
high,  without  cement !  How  were 
they  ever  lifled  into  their  places  ? 
What  skill  enabled  the  workmen 
to  fit  them  thus  neatly  together,  so 
as  to  stand  through  all  these  ages  ? 
There  are  delightful  bits  for  the 
painter,    in  places  where  the  old 


material  has  crumbled  away,  and 
the  stonework  seems  toppling  over; 
where  Roman  or  mediasval  masonry 
has  filled  up  rents,  and  makes 
a  suggestive  contrast  with  the 
colossal  Etruscan  work ;  and  where 
bright- hued  flowers,  and  the  sober 
grreen  of  the  homely  pellitoiy, 
shino  out  between  the  uncouth 
blocks.  Looking  down,  we  see  the 
broken,  tumbled  plain,  stretched 
mapwise,  with  its  two  rivers,  like 
glistening  snakes,  coiling  them- 
selves out  in  opposite  directions. 
Dotted  about  it  are  towns  and  vil- 
lages, and  ancient  strongholds,  and 
watch-towers,  and  churches,  and 
among  the  dark  olive  groves  lonely 
convents.  On  one  side  are  the 
low  ridges  of  tho  ill-omened 
Maremma ;  on  the  other  we  are 
unexpectedly  reminded  of  the  daring 
peaks  of  South  Tyrol,  by  the  beau- 
tiful outline  of  the  Carrara  moun- 
tains, standing  out,  sharply-cut, 
against  the  sky,  although  fifty  miles 
away.  And  then,  beyond  the  plain 
of  Pisa,  a  straight  blue  line  marks 
the  horizon.  It  is  the  sea,  and 
there  is  the  rocky  islet  of  Gorgona, 
and  the  tops  of  the  Elba  moun- 
tains ;  and  far  away  to  the  west  the 
hazy  outline  of  Corsica.  What  other 
town  commands  a  prospect  so  wide, 
so  beautiful,  and  one  so  suggestive  of 
various  peoples  and  chequered  fates, 
historic  memories  and  art  recollec- 
tions ?  As  we  stood  we  watched 
the  sheets  of  sunshine  and  the 
heaping-up  of  the  storm-clouds,  the 
gently  pouring  rain,  and  shadows 
and  sunbeams  contending  for  mas- 
tery, as  one  hill-side  was  lit  up  and 
the  opposite  one  plunged  in  sullen 
shade.  Over  the  broad  Val  d'Amo 
the  sun  was  blazing  forth  out  of 
the  pure  blue  sky,  while  in  the 
southern  horizon  the  clouds  lay 
piled  up  in  thick  black  banks, 
and  the  hill- tops  of  the  Maremma 
were  nearly  dimmed  by  a  passing 
shower,  as  by  a  filmy  curtain  of 
eauze.  A  view,  indeed,  not  easily 
rorgotten.     Happy   Count   Inghi- 
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rami,  with  that  fine  palace  on  the 
ramparts  commanding  it!  A  to- 
lerable hotel  on  this  spot  wonld 
be  sure  to  pay.  This  place  must 
be  quite  a  ^anitarinm,  and  in 
the  summer  heats  of  Florence 
would  be  a  welcome  refuge  from 
the  glare,  dust,  and  vulgarity 
of  L^horn.  The  air  is  delicious, 
crisp  and  champagny,  and  would 
bring  back  health  and  vigour 
to  the  most  jaded  and  scirocco- 
stricken.  Besides  Etruscan  re- 
mains, there  is  enough  in  Volterra 
of  artistic  interest  to  give  occupa- 
tion for  a  long  stay — ancient 
churches,  excellent  bits  of  Delia 
Eobbia  ware,  early  sculptures,  cu- 
rious fiagments  of  wall-paintings 
and  frescoed  votive  altars  at  street 
comers.  Among  other  good  pic- 
tures we  admired  a  very  charming 
altar-piece  by  Leonardo  da  Pistoia, 
a  painter  seldom  met  with.  But 
the  chief  art-monument  is  the  de- 
lightful chapel,  painted,  they  say, 
by  him  of  the  quaint  book  so 
charming  in  its  Trecento  Italian — 
^11  libro  delV  Arte,'  The- name  on 
the  still  clear  and  legible  inscrip- 
tion has  been  interpreted  by  some 
as  standing  for  Cennino  Cennini. 
However  that  may  be,  these  fi'cscoes 
are  full  of  life  and  grace  and  varied 
interest,  and  where  not  injured  by 
the  rain  coming  in  are  still  fresh 
and  delicate  in  colour.  The  Find- 
ing of  the  Cross,  which  is  the  chief 
subject  represented,  is  most  inte- 
restiug,  with  its  throngs  of  motley 
figures  and  naive  details.  It  is 
clear  the  painter,  whoever  he  was, 
had  a  quick,  lively  fancy,  and  loved 
picturesque,  bright  costume,  and 
beauty  also.  Some  of  the  female 
heads  are  lovely.  Altogether,  this 
chapel,  in  its  simplicity  of  feel- 
ing, unity  and  completeness  of 
effect,  carries  one  back  to  the  age 
when  Tuscan  art,  in  its  vigorous 
in&ncy,  held  fortii  the  promise  it 
so  brilliantly  fulfilled. 

A  few  days  later  we  found  our- 


selves in  the  train,  bound  for  the 
Chiusi  station.  Contrasts  of  the 
kind  are  common  enough  now-a- 
days,  and  yet  it  did  seem  strange 
to  take  one's  railway  ticket  for 
Chiusi — the  Clusium  of  Lars  For- 
sena.  The  strangeness  became 
positive  disappointment  when,  our 
journey  being  ended,  after  slowly 
winding  up  the  hill  in  one  of  the 
customary  caZemne  that  stand  before 
the  station,  we  found  a  little  horgo 
very  much  like  most  of  the  country 
towns  of  Southern  Tuscany.  To  no 
purpose  had  we  pored  over  our 
guide  books,  and  dipped  ipto  the 
careful  Dennis,  Mrs.  Hamilton  Gray, 
and  other  bulkier  volumes,  and 
learned  that  the  main  objects  of 
interest  here  are  under-ground.  We 
could  not  avoid  expecting  to  find 
some  visible  traces  of  former  great- 
ness ;  but  everything  looks  relatively 
modern — that  is  to  say,  two  or  three 
hundred,  instead  of  at  least  as  many 
thousand  years  old,  and  one's  long 
gathered-up  enthusiasm  becomes 
suddenly  chilled. 

But  for  the  shape  of  the  ground 
there  is  really  no  reason  to  assert 
that  little  Chiusi,  girt  with  a  modest 
mediaeval  wall,  covers  any  part  of 
the  site  of  the  ancient  queen  of  the 
cities  of  Etruria.  But  one  thing 
may  be  reckoned  on  as  a  certainty — 
the  ancient  city  stood  on  the  high 
ground  overlooking  the  lake  and  the 
distant  ridges  of  the  Umbrian  Hills. 
Safety  from  sudden  attack  of  enemies, 
and,  still  more  important,  safety 
from  the  pervading  malaria,  have 
always  decided  the  sites  of  towns 
in  this  part  of  Italy.  The  present 
town  stands  in  the  centre  of  the 
vast  underground  sepulchral  exca- 
vations that  are  ranged  in  a  half- 
circle  round  it  at  a  distance  of  two 
or  three  miles.  We  may,  therefore, 
feel  tolerably  sure  that  it  stands  on 
some  part  of  the  pite  of  a^^cknt 
Clusium. 

We  very  soon  made  up  our  minds 
that  there  is  not  much  to  be  done  at 
Chiusi  by  strolling  about  in  that 
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deUghtfally  vague  and  objectlesa 
maBner  which  is  nsaally  the 
pkaeantest  way  te  see  an  Italian 
tawn.  The  city  handed  down  to  ns 
by  archaio  le^nd^  whose  only  re* 
mains  of  greatness  lie  buried  under 
one's  feet,  occupies  too  much  of  one's 
thoughts  to  allow  one  to  take  any 
j^easuxe  in  the  litUe  Tusoan  town. 
Ther^re^  the  sooner  ycm  put  your- 
self into  the  hondd  of  the  veteran 
Voscoli,  sdf-appointed  chamberlain 
and  master  of  the  ceremonies  to  the 
buried  dead,  the  better.  So  before 
we  had  been  two-hours  at  Ghiusi  we 
sallied  forth  under  his  guidance. 

Through  thevmeyards  and  under 
the  fine  dd  olives  on  the  hill-slopes, 
amidst  ezcavationg  where  urns  and 
sarcophagi  cmoe  had  been,  and  where 
mai^y  more  lie  stffl  undisturbed, 
over  ground  which  hides  treasures 
^  the  skill  andairt  of  a  lost  people^ 
the  eountijir  around  silent  and  still 
as  if  att^tiungs  had  gcme  to  sleep  in 
the  warm  noon-iidhB — we  wended 
our  way  amidst  sepulchres  whose 
inmates  were  laid  to  rest  before 
BeBftehadgi<owBtobeaoity.  After 
wcdkinga^utarmile^^kalt^.  A 
little^  negotiatioik  abortt  a  key  and 
the  tighting  of  a  few  candle  waimed 
BS  that  we  had  reached  the  first  of 
•the  temba  which  we  had  set  down  as 
worthy  of  a  yintt 

A  low  doorway  that  you  must 
stoop  to  enter,  dosed  by  two  upright 
slabs  tuining  on  stdne  hinges,  l^ds 
into  two  vaulted  chambers,  one 
witibin  theotiber^  On  stone  couches^ 
much  in  the  shape  of  our  ordinary 
drawing-room  sofa,  the  bodies  of  the 
deceased  had  been  found — ^these,  of 
course,  &llen  to  a  mere  handful  of 
dust;  but  their  ornaments^  jewelllBTy^ 
and  vaees  all  intact.  The  walls  are 
painted  with  a  {rieze-Hke  represen* 
tation^f'j^eral  feasts  and  funeral 
processicmS)  and  hunts  and  contests 
— all  kittle  injured  by  time,  and  the 
Colours,  particularly  the  predominat)- 
ing  red,  almost  as  fresh  as  if  laid 
on  yesterday.  The  figures  ave^t^ 
hxiM  graceful  in  outHi^  admirably 


grouped,  and  express  well  the^actian. 
This  is  called  the  Tomba  Pitturata. 
Other  tombs  have  no  paintings ; 
urns  large  and  small  are  placed 
against  the  walls,  sculptured  in 
relief  with  sirens  and  sea  horses^ 
and  Gorgons'  heads  and  horsemen, 
and  a  variety  of  ornaments,  with 
curves,  and  volutes,  and  twistings, 
which  remind  one  of  the  designs  of 
our  Benaissance.  Some  three  miles 
away  from  the  town  is  the  far-^fiuned 
conical  hill,  with  its  labyrinths  of 
mysterious  passages,  and  streets  of 
tombs  excavated  out  of  the  solid 
rock-side,  in  tiOTS  one  above  the 
other,  like  ihe  floors  of  an  ordinary 
dwelling-house.  Sere  were  finmd 
many  beautiful  vases  and  bronzes 
and  gold  ornaments,  besides  sculp 
tured  urns  and  oijopie.  The  greater 
part  have  been  dispersed  through 
various  ooUections,.  but  the  Httk 
museum  belonging  to  the  town  has 
kept  some  intOTesting  objects,  par- 
iicularly  in  pottery  of  the  Uack  tm- 
glaz^  kind,  with  quaint  *  arehais 
low-reliefs. 

On  every  sidb  of  the  town  Kd 
septtlchresv  covered  up  under  the 
earth  fltnd  tite  cornfields,  the  en- 
trainee  part  <aloBe  f  cleared  away,  and 
the  key  held^  some  pessant^  near 
at  hand.  ISctmttB  of  tibe  dead  though 
they  be^  they  areneither  dismal  nor 
suggestive  of  m^ancholy  thoughts : 
they  feel  warm  and  dry,  and  would 
on  the  whble  make  not  unpleasant 
retreats  for  one  sick  of  ihe  world. 

As  we  walked  on  for  mfles,  pido- 
ing  up  every  moment  bits  of  bri^t 
coloured-  glass  or  curious  cro<^DBTy, 
of  times  very  long  passed  by,  our 
guide«-a  hale,  bright-eyed  Medj 
man-^gave  us  a  good  deal  of  amnse- 
ment.  Excavating  is  the  pursuft 
of  hds  life;  his  whole  mind  is  wrapped 
up  in  it ;  it  ia  a  passion  with  Inm, 
and  witii  his  own  hands  he  has 
(ypened  matiy  of  the  tombs  that  ha  ve 
been  explored  daring  the  last  hail- 
century.  Every  now  and  i^ain  he 
stopped  to  scratch  or  grab  about, 
like  a  dog  at  a  rat-hole,  thiniringhe 
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saw  aome  preoions  odds  and  enda, 
(a  the  indicatioii  of  some  hidden 
tomb.  Although  qnite  illiterate, 
he  knows  the  names  and  descriptions 
of  all  the  sculptures,  and  is  most  in* 
(eDigent  as  to  the  history  and  value 
of  what  he  finds — Tory  proud,  too, 
of  CSnasi  and  its  Etnuscan  descent. 
No  amount  of  centuries  seems  to 
him  enough  for  its  antiquity.  When 
asked  if  the  present  Chiusi  people 
have  come  from  the  Etruscan  stock, 
^  Diamine i  1  should  rather  think  so,' 
-^6  answered  indignantly,  *'  who 
else?  Ah!  poor  Chiusi,  sheisnolonger 
what  she  was  :  she  is  comedown — e 
andaia  !  Yet  nowhere  ^Ise  is  it  so 
good  to  live :  good  bread,  good  air, 
good  water.  Per  Bacco!  lifeis.plea- 
aaothere.'  'Better  tiian  Orvieto  ?  * 
we  ioggested.  VOAa/  Orvieto!' 
gimg.  the  '  Che  ! '  tha  azpression 
which  a.  -Tuscan  only  can  give,  '  it 
is  a  juiserable  pkce— co  dirty 
--saeh  pavomcnts,  and  such  bad 
people— propm  eatHvi  I  but  they  are 
all  10  over  the  "^  confine.'' ' 

Chiusi  is  jint  on  the  border  be- 
twem^Tusoany  and  the  Papid  States. 
*0h,  that  is  well  known,'  we 
said,/^  miy  $i  ta.  Different  from 
wi  aUru'  ^  AUro  ehcy  aUr(^  ohe^ 
they  are  savagca  witiumt  eduoation, 
ciKUiaation,  gentHezztLj  Oenie  rozza, 
via,*. .  .'And,'  weadced,  '  what  takes 
peopfei  to  Orvieto P  '  Oosa  vmU? 
Only  for^&UeTi  go^  and  i^  look  at 
^  £i9ade  «f  tibe  Duonu>-*«  thing 
of  yesterday  I '  And  he  shruffged 
cont^aptuously.  He  had  been 
ezeavating  at  Girgenti  with  Mr. 
Dennis,  and  thought  it  a  poor  affair 
after  Etruria.  The  people  of  Gir- 
geoti  were  quite  barbarous,  he  in- 
fomed  us, '  only  eat  nuwcherfmi^^ 
did  not  know  actually  how  to  make 
mnesira  ! '  All  which  the  worthy 
fdk>w  evidently  deemed  very  base 
and  wretched. 

The  sun  shone  l^ightly  on  the 
morning  of  our  second  day  at  Chiusi, 
and  our  minds  being  in  a  different 
mood  from  that  of  the  day  before, 
we  began  to  look  about  us.     The 


place  is  by  no  means  devoid  of 
attraction,  and  some  quiet  days 
might  be  spent  there  pleasantly 
enough.  The  inn  outside  the  town 
gate  is  neat,  with  bright-tiled  floors^ 
and  white  curtains,  imd  snowy  linen 
and  prints  and  flowers.  Ercnn  tha 
windows  is  a  lovely  view  over  the 
soft  country  and  sunny  woodland 
and  rich  vegetation  on  to  the  hilL* 
top  a  few  miles  off,  where,  amidst 
turreted  walls  and  belUtowers,  lies 
the  birth|daoe  and  home  of  PeruK 
gino^ — Cittj^  della  Pieve.  It  was 
Sunday,  imd  all  the  inhabitants 
were  in  the  streets,  and  the  traikme^ 
of  which  there  are  an  extraordinary 
number,  were  frdl  of  contadmi  sib- 
ting  in  knots  together  over  the 
strong  heady  wine  of  the  country. 
It  did  not  seem  to  loosen  their 
tongoes  much.  These  Chiusi  people 
are  grave  in  aspect,  and  even  the 
men— a  thing  rare  in  Italy— »aie 
deficient  in  good  looks,  and  xintidy 
in  their '  dress.  A9^  for  the  women 
in  this  part  xifltaly,  it  is  in  vainvna 
look  for  picturesque  costume,  lliegr 
are.  quite  regardless  of  the.  Graces, 
and  content  thonselves  with  dark, 
ugly  cotton  dresses  and  a  shawl 
thrown  over  thoir  heads.  Although 
it  was  Sunday^  our  jKukona  assumed 
no  more  ornate  garb.  She  is  a 
well-meaning  person,  and  makes 
quite  artisticyrtiwe,  but  no  Fraa  of 
Vaterland  could  be  more  ungainly 
or  phlegmatic.  She  informed  us 
that  she  was  the  mother  of  fifteen 
children,  of  whom  half  were  dead — 
a  circumstance  which  did  not  seem 
iu  any  way  to  disturb  her  stolidii^. 

What  with  the  swaddling  system 
and  the  frightful  compounds  of  oil, 
sour  wine,  uncooked  vegetables,  and 
unripe  fruit,  the  manner  in  which 
Italian  children  are  reared  must 
be  fatal  to  a  lar^e  population. 

On  leaving  Chiusi  we  had  been 
assured  that  we  should  find  an 
abundance  of  conveyances  at  the 
Montepulciano  station  to  take  us  to 
Gortona.  There  turned  out  to  be 
not  a  single  one.    A  *•  mere  chance^* 
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we  were  told — a  ^mala  sorte,*  a 
•  comhinazlone.*  That  one  should  so 
often  stumble  on  these  *  comhin%- 
zionV  is  passing  strange — ^but  no 
doubt  it  supplies  incident  to  one's 
travels,  and  relieves  the  road  from 
dulness. 

It  seemed  probable  that  we  were 
to  spend  the  night  on  the  railway 
platform,  or  else  must  send  for  a 
vehicle  to  the  town  of  Montepul- 
ciano,  seven  miles  off,  which  might 
arrive  when  it  was  too  late  in  the 
day  to  start  on  our  long  drive 
through  the  hill  country.  As  we 
were  weighing  the  alternatives,  one 
of  the  small  knot  of  people  around 
stepped  forward,  and,  with  the  air  of 
a  person  doing  a  favour,  informed  us 
that  we  might  have  his  baroccino, 
mentioning  at  the  time  about  twice 
the  usual  fare.  Too  glad  of  an  escape 
from  the  horns  of  an  unpleasant 
dilemma,  we  made  no  difficulty  on 
that  score,  and  after  a  delay  of 
about  an  hour,  devoted  to  Baron 
Ricasoli*8  model  farm,  we  started 
on  our  way  across  the  Val  di 
Chiana.  It  does  not  require  much 
knowledge  of  hydraulic  engineering 
to  understand  why  the  Tuscans  are 
so  proud  of  what  they  have  done  in 
this  region.  The  broad  space  be- 
tween the  hills  of  South  Tuscany 
and  the  Umbrian  Apennine  was, 
not  long  ago,  a  tract  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles  of  swamp  and 
shallow  lakes.  The  drainage  which 
nature  provided  was  carried  south- 
ward into  the  Tiber ;  but  the  out- 
fall was  not  sufficient,  and  this 
country  lay  unproductive  of  any- 
thing but  fever  and  mosquitoes. 
The  minister  Fossombroni,  a  man 
of  great  ability  and  versed  in  en- 
gineering science,  saw  what  could 
be  done,  took  the  matter  in  hand, 
and  appUed  unsparingly  the  re- 
sources of  the  State.  This  great 
work  of  pubHc  improvement  was 
accomplished  with  signal  skill  and 
success.  The  streams  have  been 
reversed  in  their  course,  and  now 
run  northward  to  the  Amo ;  Lake 


Thrasymene  alone  fills  up  the  deeper 
part  of  the  valley,  and  luxuriant 
crops  of  maize  wave  over  the  re- 
claimed morass  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach.  All  this  is  done  in  the 
grand  imperial  style  one  is  used  to 
in  Italian  public  works.  The  dykes 
are  strikingly  massive,  and  built  of 
solid  masonry ;  the  channels  are 
deep  and  broad,  and  the  bridges 
have  ornamental  cut-stone  piers 
and  parapets. 

When  in  Florence  we  had  de- 
clared our  intention  of  making  our 
tour  in  a  haroccinoj  but  this  was 
the  first  occasion  on  which  we  made 
acquaintance  with  the  national  ve- 
hicle of  this  part  of  Italy.  We  were 
not  long  in  coming  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  should,  if  possible,  be 
the  last.  That  such  a  simple  appa- 
ratus  can  inflict  so  much  discom- 
fort on  the  human  body  will  always 
remain  a  wonder  to  our  minds.  To 
begin,  you  have  a  square  frame  of 
wood  laid  upon  two  wheels,  with 
a  piece  of  rope-netting  stretched 
below.  Fix)m  two  uprights  above 
this  a  seat  holding  two,  or  at  a  pinch 
three,  is  hung  by  leather  straps. 
Your  box  or  portmanteau  goes  into 
the  netting,  and  you  naturally  seek 
support  for  your  feet  on  these,  but, 
once  fairly  on  the  road,  you  live 
and  learn.  The  swinging  to  and  fi^, 
and,  what  is  worse,  from  side  to 
side,  at  every  roughness  of  the  way, 
makes  you  feel  that  the  attempt  to 
steady  yourself  with  your  feet  only 
makes  matters  worse.  As  long  as 
the  road  is  very  smooth  you  can 
grin  and  bear  it,  but  when  you 
come  on  broken  stones,  or  venture 
on  a  gentle  trot  down  a  hill,  or 
where  the  rain  has  cut  channels  in 
the  slopes,  thumps  and  bumps  and 
bruises  follow  each  other  in  quick 
succession  all  over  your  body,  and 
you  come  to  reflect  gravely  and 
sadly  that  haroccino  travelling  is  too 
picturesque  to  be  agreeable. 

Under  these  circumstances  the 
drive  to  Cortona  seemed  somewhat 
long.     Our  driver  was  an  amusing 
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&II0W,  loqaacions  and  commanica- 
tire.  Only,  if  ever  we  asked  him 
auTthiDg  he  did  not  happen  to 
know,  he  became  very  irascible. 
*How  should  I  know?  Corpo  di 
Bacco!  my  business  is  to  drive 
horses;  I  can't  tell  you,  via;  ask 
somebody  who  has  nothing  else  to 
do.*  But  his  good  humour  would 
return  soon  again.  When,  how- 
ever, after  crossing  two  ranges  of 
hills,  we  descried  the  ancient  city  of 
Gortonaonamuch  higher  hill  still — 
we  should  call  it  a  mountain  in 
England — our  ^harocciaio'  fairly 
broke  down.  'Ifa  .  .  .  che  cosamai; 
what  devil  ever  put '  a  town  up 
there  ?  Why,  it  is  only  the  begin- 
ning of  the  journey.  Corpo  della 
Madonna!*  and  then  followed  a 
string  of  choice  blasphemies.  Ho 
actually  proposed  to  stop  the  night 
at  the  village  below,  and  the^  most 
careful  management  and  brilliant 
prospects  of  baona  mano  were  all 
required  to  get  him  up  the  long, 
weary  pull.  Such,  at  any  rate,  it 
seemed  to  us,  with  our  sore  bones. 
At  last  we  got  into  the  narrrow 
main  street  of  the  town,  and  pass- 
ing an  irregular  piazza  through  an 
archway,  turned  down  a  steep  lane. 
Mid  stopped  before  a  low  door,  with 
all  darkness  within.  It  was  the  inn. 
No  bell  was  visible,  so  we  called 
out  loudly.  After  some  time  a  per- 
sonage with  a  black  velvet  cap  on 
his  head,  and  a  lucerna  in  his 
hand,  made  his  appearance.  He 
uttered  no  greeting,  and  was  alto- 
gether unemotional.  Proceeding 
up  a  crooked  staircase  he  pointed 
to  us  to  follow.  We  did  so,  through 
various  passages  with  steps  here 
and  there,  groping  our  way  along  in 
the  dim  light  with  much  difficulty, 
and  feeling  somewhat  as  if  in  the 
wake  of  an  aged  wizard,  through 
an  enchanted  mansion;  all  was 
so  silent,  dark,  and  mysterious. 
Finally  the  lucerna  halted,  a  door 
opened,  and  we  suddenly  returned 
to  daylight  in  a  room  overlooking 
the  tops   of  the   old    houses  and 


a  wide  stretch  of  the  Val  di 
Chiana. 

We  were  hungry,  but  somehow 
to  ask  for  supper  seemed  a  wild 
proposition,  when  to  our  inex- 
pressible relief  the  silent  man  be- 
came vocal  and  discovered  a  not 
uninviting  prospect  in  that  direc- 
tion. One  of  us,  emboldened  by  thia 
last  act  of  condescension,  begged 
for  tea  with  milk  ;  but  that  was 
indeed  going  too  far.  Our  host 
gave  an  impatient  pull  at  the 
velvet  cap,  and  answered  gruffly 
that  milk  was  out  of  the  question  at 
that  hour  of  the  day.  Upon  which 
he  turned  away  apparently  very 
much  disgusted. 

We  surveyed  our  rooms.  There 
seemed  difficulties  as  to  basinp  and 
jugs,  and  indeed  as  to  most  appli- 
ances of  civilisation,  and  we  fancied 
a  strong  smell  of  mulberry  leaves 
pervaded  the  air,  reminding  us  of 
that  sickly  decoction  of  childhood's 
unhappy  hours  senna  tea.  For  a 
moment  a  deposit  of  silkworms 
in  some  secret  recess  suggested 
itself,  but  that  proved  to  bo  the 
dream  of  an  excited  imagination. 
There  were  no  bells,  and  no  humaa 
creature  seemed  to  bo  within  call. 
However,  on  clapping  our  hands 
Eastern  fashion  in  the  silent  cor- 
ridor, help  appeared  in  the  shape  of 
a  short,  thick  maiden  carrying  a 
water  bottle  and  glasses  of  cold 
water,  which  she  presented  to  us. 
This  never-omitted  ceremony  in 
Italy  has  a  drearily  comic  effect 
when  one  is  all  hunger  and  fatigue, 
and  much  in  want  of  stouter 
support. 

However,  supper  was  not  long  in 
making  its  appearance,  and  we 
were  attended  again  by  the  thick 
maiden — a  pasty-faced  young  person 
of  slow  progression.  She  performed 
her  duties  in  an  abstracted,  per- 
functory manner,  with  an  air  of 
pious  resignation.  There  was  a 
half-plethoric,  half-devotional  look 
in  her  eyes ;  she  had  a  method  of 
lowering  them  when  spoken  to  by 
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anything^  male,  which  all  made  ns 
pat  her  down  on  the  spot  as  a  local 
dSvote.  Forthwith  we  evinced 
much  interest  in  the  great  female 
saint  of  Cortona,  and  the  heavy 
face  brightened  np  instantaneooslj. 
Her  name  was  Margherita,  she  said, 
and  she  proceeded  with  a  Tolnbi- 
lity  which  astonished  ns  to  tell  ns 
of  the  great  doings  long  ago, 
and  the  more  recent  cures  and 
miracles  performed  by  her  patron 
saint.  Much  edified  and  refinsshed, 
and  onr  supper  amply  done  justice 
to,  we  went  out  for  a  walk,  and  found 
a  crowd  of  people  walking  up  and 
down  on  an  open  space  arranged 
amphitheatre- wise  for  theBiga-races 
on  the  ramparts.  They  were  well- 
dressed  and  had  the  air  of  people 
conscious  of  being  ^perstme  dietwUe.* 
We  already  knew  tlit  many  very  an- 
cient, broken-down  Tuscan  fiEimilies 
still  inhabit  Cortona,  Mid  theirs  are 
those  substantial  houses  on  the 
walls  which  overlook  the  surround-^ 
ing  country  &r  and  wide,  and  are 
provided  with  an  unlinated  supply 
of  fresh  air.  These  ramparts  are  laid 
out  with  seats,  to  enjoy  the  view— ^ 
an  unusual  thing  in  Italy. 

This  place  cannot  compare  with 
many  otlxers  that  we  have  seen  for 
its  remains  of  former  times,  and  yet 
I  fancy  that  in  years  to  come  we 
shall  preserve  a  more  definite  idea 
of  Cortona,  as  pre-eminently  the  an- 
cient city  of  Etruria,  than  of  any 
of  its  rivals.  Students  of  Etruscan 
art  and  Etruscan  history  will  resort 
to  Volterra  for  its  sculptures,  and  to 
Chiusi  for  its  necropdis,  but  in  nono 
of  these  can  one  fancy  that  the  town 
where  he  is  living  is  the  same  place 
that  was  &.mous  in  the  days  when 
Home  was  not  yet  a  city. 

At  Volterrayou  trace  the  great  <^d 
walls  at  intervals,  and  you  see  that 
they,  run  out  into  the  country,  and 
that  the  modem  town  barely  fills  one 
comer  of  the  ancient  enclosure. 
At  Chiusi,  you  form  an  idea  of 
former  greatness  and  importance, 
^m  the  vast  extent  of  the  sepul* 


chral  monuments,  but  scarcely  any^ 
thii^,  if  anything,  remains  to  ma^ 
the  place  where  a  great  populatjon 
Hved  and  worked.  Here,  at  Cor- 
tona, there  is  no  doubt  about  it; 
such  as  the  city  was,  in  dnpe  and 
dimensions  in  times  before  the  his- 
tory of  Italy  began,  such  it  is  at 
this  day.  One  cannot  help  laughing 
at  the  Uortonese,  when  they  t^  you 
that  the  utmost  pretension  of  the 
upstart  Romans  was  to  trace  tlieir 
descent  from  a  man  who  escaped 
from  the  East  after  the  fiJl  of  Tit)y ; 
whereas  the  man  who  founded  the 
race  that  built  Troy  was  a  citizen 
of  Cortona,  who  migrated  ftx>m 
Italy  to  Asia  Minor]  But,  after 
all,  the  citieenship  of  Dardanus  is 
not  more  &.bu]ous  than  the  stories 
of  local  antiquaries  iJl  over  i^  world, 
and  one  argues  well  of  people  who 
are  proud  of  and  preserve  the  tra- 
ditions of  their  native  town.  Mean- 
while, we  have  merely  to  stroll  out 
in  any  direction,  to  perceive  that  wa 
are^  enelosed  by  tho  old  Etrasoan 
or  Umbrian  wall,  in  most  places 
quite  uninjured,  the  huge  blocks 
lying  undisturbed ;  and  the  maia 
streets  of  the  city  must  be  still  veiy 
mu^  where  they  were  when  tii» 
steep  slope  was  first  fixed  upon  aa 
a  place  of  safety.  The  actual  build- 
ings have,  of  course,  been  renewed 
many  tunes  in  the  long  roU  of  cen- 
turies, but,  if  the  foundations  of  the 
houses  could  speak,  they  might  per- 
chance tell  tales  to  astouid  ^e 
most  learned  historian. 

The  streets  are  more  crooked  and 
precipitous  than  at  Volterra^  and 
the  houses  have  a  more  important, 
aristocratic  look,  as  if  they  belonged 
to  people  of  es^Ate  and  fiubstanoe. 
They  jut  out  irregularly,  ilirongh 
the  tvostings  and  bendings  of  tibe 
streets,  and  sometimes  their  heavy 
cornices  seem  to  meet  over  your 
head.  Some  have  crooked  exterikv 
stone  staircases  climbing  up  to  low 
doorways,  from  whidii  steps  go 
downtothe^itouieehalL  Here  and 
there  will  be  a  pcHnted  arch,  and  a 
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baleonj  of  cnrionB,  elaborate  iron- 
work ;  but  nobody  will  erer  be  seen 
loekiiig  ^ynt  from  these  balconies, 
and  XKot  a  bead  peeps  ont  of  the  win- 
dows. Indeed,  they  are  generally  de- 
corated with  variona  and  emgmatioal 
articles  of  clothing  hanging  ont  to 
dry.  ) 

Xf o  plan  whatsoever  seems  to 
have  becoL  £(^wed  in  the  bnildiag 
of  tiiese  streeta.  Many  of  them 
begi&andend  in  the  mostimpnU 
siTO,  abmpt  fiishion,  and  lead  no- 
whs»e  padiciilar,  as  one  soon  dis-' 
cofvears  to  oae^  discomfitnre^  Ont 
of  a  '  tolerably  wide-  street^  where 
yon  ave  wenduig  your  way,  yon  will 
find  yourself  siutdenlytakeoifdnto  a: 
narrow  paved  lane,  np  steep  steps 
and'  iindep  deep  ardtways,*  and 
landed-on  an  open  epaoe^  where,  as 
tikelj  a«  not,  yon  behold  a  goodly-- 
m^i  ^hoose^  dilapidated  and 
weatiheiHwoni,  waH^iironworic  fiaUiirg 
to  rpieoes^  andi  shutters  closed j  seem-^ 
i^fy-  ic^  hundreds  of  years'.  Yeiit> 
stifirw^an  a  stately  air^  and  some*^ 
wliero  on- its*  walk  is  the  escutcheon) 
of  Acune  famOy^  wJsose  name  hum 
pasaed  out  o£  the?  memory  of  man. 
Oppodlte  wiU  be  a  hf^h,  emmblnig 
waUy  «ov^red'  picturesquely  with 
greeaimefi^  andan  daborate  irongate 
leadinf^'into  a  garden  all  choked  up 
wiAiL  'flteubfl  ami  rank  growths  and 
aged  toees^  and  here  and  there  a 
mutilatedf  blackened  statue.  Youarer 
in  a  euh(i9^$aa  You  retrace  your 
stops  and  try  a  new  direction,  to 
find  jours^  perhaps,  brought  to  a 
standstill,  fitce  to  face  with  the 
aBMtfing,  stupendous  Etruscan  wall^ 
shnttiiig  out  all  exit.  If  yon  make 
aaotbcr  ^ort,  you  will  .find  your- 
solf  ' probably,  back  again  at  the 
point'  whence!  you  started. 

All  this  would  he  endlessly  pic-' 
toresqaey  the  light  and  shade  dSfects 
Tvonld  hft  most  striking,  when  the 
brighii  stmbeams  find  their  way 
tikrOBgh  these  many  xntricaoies ;  .bat 
iu>.san  shines  for  us.  It  is  a  raw^ 
oqH  duf^y*  with  a  wind  which  blowsi 
9aSi  wUstles,  and  makes  ona  shivev 


through  and  through.  Just  a  day 
for  a  comfortable  arm-chair,  ^  a 
pleasant  book,  and  a  good  fire^ 
of  carhone  /oMtfe,  that  bugbear' 
of  the  •  Italians.  We  remem- 
bered  we  were  -tourists,  and  had 
stem  duties  awaitkg  us;  soj  taking 
OUT  courage  with  two  hands,  wo 
went  forth  manfully  to  see  the 
church  of  >  Santa  Mar^herita.  It 
is  1, 800  fbet  above  &e  sea,  on 
the  orest  of  the  hill  on  Whose 
slope  Oortona  Hes,  and  within  the 
Etruscan  walL  The  walk  was  a 
severe  one,  what  with  violent  gust^ 
of  wind  aiuL  beatiw  rain.  We  saw 
the  striking  tFiew,  nowever,  clearfy 
enough,  though  not  to  advanta^. 
The  great  lonr  plain,  bounded  by 
Apennines  and  hills,  looked  dreary* 
and  desolate.  Montepulciano  of  the 
seductive  wines  stoocl^  out  in  black,^ 
stem  isolation^  and  the  wide  lake 
of '  Thrasyaiene  was^one  sheet'  bf 
dull  grey.  ,. 

lut  tins  breezy  spot,  amidst  the 
tall  cypresses,  mnta  Mskrgherita  re-^ 
tired  xo  pray  and  do  penance,  and 
here  she  dlted^  and  a  fine  churcb 
haa  been  erected  to  her  memory. 
It  is  a  great  place  of  pious  resort 
to  all  the  snrrounding  country^  p»iv 
ticulavly  on  the  occasions  when  the 
body  of  the  saint  is  exhibited.  At 
such  times  the  Siadaco  remains  all 
day  in' the  churdi^  in  his  robes  o€ 
state,  sunroimded  by  fdl  his  officers. 
The  monk  who  took  us  about  told 
us  that  his  convent,  which  is  an<^ 
nezed  to  the  church,  had  been  sup-^ 
pressed  by  the  Govermnent  and  put 
up  for  sale^  but  pious  benefiMstors 
stepped  in  and  bought  back  the 
convent,  and  restored  it  to  the 
monks,  This'  has  happened  oflea 
in  the  so-called  suppression  of 
monasteries  by  the  new  kingu 
dom  of  Italy,  either  where  the 
Jrati  have  hflbd  funds  to  effect  the 
purchase  tliemselveSj  or  where  Hhey 
have  found  persona  sufficiently  x^er* 
euaded  of  their  merits  and  usefolness 
to  supply  the  money  needful.  No 
doubt    in  <  maay  •  instances    these 
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houses  have  been  converted  into 
barracks  or  hospitals,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  an  nndesirable  number 
of  religions  communities  becoming 
again  established  in  the  country; 
but,  strange  as  it  may  sound  to 
some,  one  never  meets  among  the 
poorer  people  the  least  regret  for 
those  that  are  gone.  Our  monk 
showed  us  some  good  old  lace  in 
the  sacristy  on  the  albs  and  rochets, 
and  evidently  took  a  pride  in  pos- 
sessing it  still.  We  were  glad  to 
see  it  and  to  compliment  him  on  its 
being  preserved,  for  one  seldom  sees 
anything  now  in  Italian  churches 
but  vile  imitation  crochet  of  the 
meanest  anti-macassar  description. 
The  real  lace  has  been  all  sold  for  a 
song  to  people  who  sell  it  ajfain  at 
extravagant  prices.  An  effective 
lacis  work  is  made  in  Cortona 
with  old  designs  reproduced,  but  it 
is  worked  on  machine-made  reseau 
in  cotton  or  bad  thread. 

This  church  is  being  enlarged  and 
repaired,  for  which  collections  ai»e 
made  all  round  the  country,  and 
the  church  walls  are  covered  with 
prints  representiDg  St.  Margaret 
blessing  each  commune  which  con- 
tributes and  the  sum  contributed. 
It  must  rejoice  the  heart  of  the  peo- 
ple and  reward  them  mightily  to  see 
the  name  of  their  commune  in  big 
gold  letters  before  the  eyes  of  all ! 
Here,  too,  is  the  crucifix  which  bent 
its  head  when  St.  Margaret  prayed 
before  it ;  but  not  much  fuss  is  made 
about  it.  They  are  used  to  miracles 
here. 

On  our  way  down  the  hill  we 
stopped  at  the  lonely  oratory  of  San 
Niccolo,  where  Luca  Signorelli 
painted.  The  fresco  by  him,  disco- 
vered not  long  ago,  has  been,  as  usual, 
much  spoiled  by  restorers.  There  is 
still  much  beauty  and  grace  remain- 
ing, and  enough  of  the  earlyUmbrian 
feeling  of  Luca  to  make  it  interest- 
ing and  attractive.  We  stayed  before 
it  a  long  time,  to  the  evident  delight 
of  the  large  female  who  had  opened 
the  church  for  us.    She  stood  by  us 


the  whole  time,  muttering,  gestica- 
lating,  exclaiming,  and  holding  np 
her  hands  in  admiration,  and  show- 
ing  off  the  painting  as  if  it  were  a 
favourite  child.  *Look,  look,  ehe 
cara  Madonnina!  e  la  MadddUua 
poveretta!  .  .  .  and  St.  Julian,  and 
our  good  father  St.  Niccolo  with  his 
balls.  Bel  giovane  quel  San  Sebas- 
tianOy  via  !  And  see  our  holy  San 
Rocco,  how  grazioso/mente  he  lifts  his 
tunic  to  show  the  plague-spot' — and 
with  illustrative  action  she  hitched 
up  her  petticoat,  and  displayed  a 
neatly-turned  foot  enough,  with 
slipper  down  at  heel.  She  had  a 
rolling  gait  and  a  merry  eye,  and 
somehow  had  the  look  of  a  feit  canon 
in  disguise. 

Cortona  has  many  fine  works  by 
Luca,  His  early  and  late  manner 
are  well  seen  in  the  pictures  of  the 
Last  Supper  and  the  '  Depositx)*  at 
the  Duomo  ;  and  the  Florentine  in- 
fluence shows  itself  remarkably  in  a 
charming  Virgin  and  Child  in  San 
Domenico,with  the  angels  peepingin 
at  either  side  and  the  two  Dominicans 
adoring.  The  noble  Fra  Angeheos 
in  this  church  are  a  good  deal 
browned  by  time  andthe  smoke  of  the 
worthy  friars'  candles.  Those  in  the 
Gesu  are  better  preserved  and  more 
beautiful  again.  The  Ajinunciation 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  exquisite  that 
the  Beato  Angelico  has  ever  painted ; 
it  has  a  delicate  bloom,  a  spontaneity, 
a  sweet  fragrance  of  innocence  and 
grace  that  tell  of  the  first  fresh  in- 
spiration and  dreamy  enthusiasm  of 
youth.  It  was  painted  in  his  early 
days  when  he  worked  here.  Nor  in 
originality,  in  beautiful  tender  feel- 
ing, in  fineness  of  execution,  has  he 
ever  surpassed  the  Lives  of  the  Vir- 
gin and  Saint  Domenico  on  the 
predelle  in  this  church. 

We  found  the  Mvseo  closed  and 
the  CTistode  gone,  no  one  knew 
where  or  seemed  inclined  to  find 
out.  However,  we  made  so  clear 
our  determination  not  to  be  put  off, 
and  to  wait  any  time,  that  a  police 
official,  whohad  beenloungingabout^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


A  Peep  at  Ancient  Etrurla, 


513 


staring  at  ns  with  mild  contempt 
and  cnriosity,  suddenly  withdrew 
bis  hands  from  his  pockets,  pushed 
his  hat  off  his  ejes,  and  ordered  a 
search  to  be  matde  for  tbe  custode^ 
and  for  him  and  the  kej  to  be 
brought  forthwith.  He  then,  with 
a  condescending  air,  showed  us  into 
his  of&ce  and  pointed  to  chairs.  It 
was  a  spacious,  lofty  apartment,  as 
fall  of  paper  and  writing  materials 
as  if  the  affairs  of  all  Italy  were 
transacted  there.  These  Italians 
dearly  love  red-tape,  blue-books, 
pretty  printing,  and  plenty  of  it ; 
they  throw  away  no  end  of  time 
and  money  on  such  things.  After 
a  long  wait,  the  custode  appeared, 
dangling  about  a  very  rusty  key. 
It  turned  in  the  lock  with  no  small 
diflficulty,  and  when  tbe  door  did 
open  at  last  we  found  ourselves  in 
complete  darkness — all  the  shutters 
were  closed.  However,  some  light 
was  let  in,  and  we  saw  a  large, 
handsome  library,  disused  and  dusty- 
looking,  like  so  many  here.  In  a 
room  off  it  are  the  famous  treasures 
of  this  museum,  the  Etruscan  can- 
delabrum, and,  better  still,  the 
picture  of  *  the  Greek  Muse/  —  a 
-wonderful  vision  of  beauty,  all 
nglow  with  life  and  colour,  fresh 
and  bright  as  if  painted  yesterday. 
She  seems  to  breathe  and  feel,  as 


if  the  quick  blood  of  youth  still 
ran  beneath  that  warm,  firm  flesh. 
Her  look  is  calm  and  proud,  as  of 
one  conscious  of  beauty  and  power. 
The  pose  and  bust  are  statuesque, 
but  with  none  of  the  coldness  of 
marble.  Despite  that  half- disdainful 
gaze,  passion  has  breathed  within 
this  beautiful  Muse,  and  she  has 
made  it  bum  within  those  who 
looked  on  her  in  the  days  long 
past  of  the  ancient  faith  of  Hellas, 
wnen  beauty  was  its  god,  and  forms 
of  unfading  loveliness  peopled  its 
forests  and  streams  and  mountain 
sides.  This  precious  thing  was 
found  in  a  ditch,  and  built  into  a 
peasant's  fire-place.  There  it  was 
discovered  by  a  casual  passer-by ; 
and  the  learned  declare  it  the  only 
remaining  specimen  of  Greek  pic- 
torial art.    Why  not  Etruscan  ? 

Oufside,  the  walls  of  the  Palazzo 
Publico,  where  the  museum  is  kept, 
are  covered  with  shields  of  the 
former  captains  of  the  people — all 
foreigners,  as  was  usual  in  those 
times — a  suggestive  and  picturesque 
decoration.  Coats  of  arms  are 
always  pretty  things ;  many  of 
these  are  carved  in  the  stone  with 
care  and  delicacy,  and  bear  the 
names  of  great  Tuscan  families, 
many  extinct,  some  still  living 
throDgh  their  descendants. 
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THE  IRISH  UNIVERSITY  QUESTION— ATTEMPTS  AT 
LEGISLATION. 


rEi  Irish  Universiiy  Qaestion 
entered  upon  a  new  phase 
when  the  Protestant  churches  in 
Ireland  were  disestabUshed  and 
disendowed.  The  principle  of  re- 
ligions eqnaUtj  was  affirmed  by 
the  Legislature  ;  and  it  was  forther 
laid  down  that  that  principle  was  to 
be  carried  out  by  ^e  substitution 
of  voluntaryism  for  establishment, 
and  by  the  non-recognition  on 
the  part  of  the  State  of  all  religious 
denominations  in  Ireland. 

It  was  manifest  from  the  first 
that  this  measure  necessarily  in- 
volved a  change  in  the  position  of 
the  University  of  Dublin.  .  One  of 
the  chief  fanctions  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin,  had  been,  from  the 
first,  to  educate  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  Ireland;  and,  by  its 
statutes,  all  the  members  of  its 
corporate  body — ^its  Provost,  Fel- 
lows, and  Scholars — were  members 
of  that  Church.  Its  original  con- 
stitution, indeed,  was  even  more 
exclusive;  but  near  the  close  of 
the  last  century  an  Act  of  the 
Irish  Parliament,  followed  by  a 
royal  statute,  admitted  Roman 
Catholics  to  degrees.  And  the  step 
thus  taken  was  followed  by  many 
others,  all  tending  to  remove  the 
impediments  to  religious  equality ; 
until  at  length  the  position  of  the 
College  became  (in  the  words  of 
its  late  Provost)  that  of  a  na- 
tional school  under  a  Protestant 
patron.  In  other  words,  the  re- 
ligious teaching  was  that  of  the  then 
Established  Church;  but  no  student 
belonging  to  any  other  Church  was 
compelled  to  receive  that  teaching, 
while  all  had  their  secular  instruc- 
tion in  common. 

But,  liberalised  as  the  constitu- 
tion of  Trinitv  College  had  become, 
the  Irish  dhurch  Act  made  a 
further  change  inevitable.  The 
Roman  Catholic  College  of  May- 


nooth  had  been  (at  least  nominally) 
disendowed,  and  received  fourteen 
years'  purchase  of  its  annual  g^rant, 
to  deal  with  as  it  pleased.  It  was 
plain,  therefore,  if  the  principles  of 
the  Bill  were  to  be  carried  out, 
that  a  similar  provision  should  be 
made  in  the  case  of  the  Protestant 
Divinity  school  of  Trinity  College; 
and  it  was  further  evident  that  i^e 
exclusively  Protestant  character  of 
the  Provost  and  Fellows  (other 
than  those  engaged  in  the  instrnc- 
tion  of  Divinity  students)  could  no 
longer  be  maintained,  unless  by  the 
abandonment  of  all  pretension,  on 
the  part  of  the  University  of  Dublin, 
to  be  the  national  Universiiy  of 
Ireland. 

In  this  state  of  things  Triniiy 
College  did  not  hesitate  as  to  her 
course.  In  the  debate  in  1869  on 
Mr.  Fawcett's  Bill,  she  annoxmoed, 
through  her  members  in  Parlia- 
ment, that  she  no  longer  objected 
to  the  repeal  of  all  religious  tests ; 
and  in  the  following  year  the  WH 
was  again  introduced,  with  new 
clauses,  mutually  agre^ed  upon  by 
Mr.  Fawcett  and  the  authorities  of 
Trinity  College,  and  the  name  of 
one  of  the  Members  for  the  Uni- 
versity was  placed  upon  the  back  of 
the  Bill. 

This  procedure  on  the  part  of 
Trinity  College,  although  consifl- 
tent  with  her  whole  course  of 
action  for  the  greater  part  of 
a  centuiy,  was  evidently  a  sur- 
prise and  a  disappointment  to 
those  members  of  the  House  who 
advocated  concession  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  Boman  Cathohc 
hierarchy.  Mr.  Gladstone  himself 
seemed  to  have  expected  that  the 
College  would  have  accepted  the 
position  of  a  denominational  insti- 
tution, in  which  case  the  mode  of 
dealing  with  it  had  already  been 
determined    by   the    precedent  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1878]       The  Irieh  University  QaeeUon — Attempts  at  Legislation,  616 


•Majnooth;  and  he  Cotild  not  but 
forest  that  the  :^1  of  Mr.  Faw<^tt 
might  prove  a  serions  obstacle  to 
ihe  adoption  of  measnTes  which, 
as  far  back  as  1865,  he  seems  to 
Jaave  c6nten^lated.  And  the  Bo- 
man  Catholic  Bishops  hastened  to 
lizard  off  what  thej  regarded  as  an 
impetidiDg  evil.  Assembled  at 
\Majnooi^  on-tibe  i8th  of  August^ 
<iinder  the  presidency  of  Cardinal 
CtQleD,  they  nnanimonsly  adopted  a 
aeries  of  resolutiolis  upon  the  edu- 
4stLiion  and  the  »land  qnestions  of 
Xreiand,  in  the  former  of  which 
iii^  rebewed  th^  denimciation  of 
'&e  eastern  of  tmited  education. 
Their  first  resolution  was  as  fol- 
lows:-^ 

They  (ihe  Bishops)  reiterate  their  con- 
demnation of  the  fnized  ^stem  of  educa- 
tion, whet&er  primaiy,  intermiediate,  or 
University^  as  grievously  and  intrinsically 
dangerous  to  the  faith  and  morals  of  Ca- 
tholic youth  ;  and  they  declare  that  to 
Catholics  only,  and  under  the  supreme  con- 
trol of  the  Church  in  aU  things  pertaining 
to  fakh  and  morals,  can  the  teadibg  of 
Catholics  be  safely  entrusted,  Fully  rely- 
ing on  the  love  which  the  CathoUcs  of 
Ireland  have  ever  cherished  for  their  ancient 
^nith,  and  on  the  filial  obedience  they  have 
'  onifbrm^  manifested  towards  their  pastors, 
the  Kfihops  .«All  upon  the  dergy  and  the 
.Isdty  of  1)beir  reQ)ective  flocks  to  oppose  by 
■  every  constitutional  means  the  extension, 
or.  perpetuation,  of  the  mixed  system,  whe- 
iher  by  the  creation  of  hew  institutions,  the 
maintenance  of  old  ones,  or  by  changing 
'Trinity  College^  Bublini  into  a  nuxed 
College. 

And,  in  accordance  with  this, 
they  demand  the  extinction  of  that 
•system  in  the  Queen's  Colleges. 

The  Bishops  furthermore  declare  that  a 
settlement  of  the  University  question,  to  be 
tfompleta  and  at  the  same  time  in  aecord- 
ance  with  the  wishes  of  thd  Cathdic  people 
of  Ireland,,  most  include  the  re-arrangement 
of  the  Queen's  Colleges  on  the  denomina- 
tional principle. 

Thus  the  demands  of  the  Roman 


Catholic  Prelates  involve  the  com^ 
plete  reversal  of  the  educational 
policy  which  guided  the  action  of 
the  State  in  1793,  when,  at  the 
instance  of  the  University  of  Dub- 
lin herself,  her  doors  were  thrown 
open  to  Roman  Catholics ; — the  re- 
versal of  that  policy  which  had 
been  maintained,  in  the  mat- 
ter  of  primary  education,  for  the 
last  forty  years  by  all  succeedinfl;' 
Governments;  and  under  which 
the  Queen's  Colleges  were  founded 
in  1845.  And,  be  it  observed, 
these  demands  are  made  by  those 
whose  prindple'  of  separation 
dates  from  the  appointment  of  Car- 
dinal Cullen^to  the  position  he  now 
occupies  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  the  resolutions  of 
the  Synod  of  Thurles,  which  were 
obtained  through  his  influence.^  In 
proof  of  this  it  is  only  necessary  to 
mention  that  the  immediate  prede- 
cessor of  Dr.  Cullen  was  an  earnest 
supporter  of  the  National  system 
of  education  in  Irelaaid,  and  warm- 
ly approved  of  the  further  step 
taken  in  the  direction '  of  united 
education  in  1845,  ^7  ^®  founda- 
tion of  the  Queen's  Colleges. 

But  the  Roman  CathoUo  Bishops 
further  demand  that  their  'Uni- 
versity College  '  shall  be  endowed  by 
the  State.  In  ^ther  words,  they 
require,  that  after  *  putting  an  end  * 
— to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Gladstone 
in  introducing  the  Bill  for  the  dis- 
establishment and  disendowment  of 
the  Church  of  Ireland — ^'to  the 
system  of  public  endowment  for  reli- 
gion in  Ireland,'  the  State  should  re- 
vivify andrestere  the  principle  on  be- 
half of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  I 
This,  then,  is  the  conception  of  reli- 
gious equality,  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops  now  maintain  ! — 
that  principle  to  which  they  never 
ceased  to  appeal  before  the  Act  of 


^  Those  who  desire  to  understand  the  histoiy  of  this  remarkable  change  of  policy,  and 
of  Ui»  means  by  whidi  it  was  brought  about,  will  find  it  fully  exposi^  in  a  paper  by 
Professor  Caimes,  in  the  2i^/(3^fca/J?m«t(;,  entitled 'University  Education  in  Ireland,' 
published  in  i866. 
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1869,  and  to  which,  even  now,  they 
Trenture  to  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
Oatholic  University  !  And  this  is 
done  by  those  very  men  who,  when 
the  Irish  Church  question  was  nnder 
the  consideration  of  Parliament, 
refused  to  listen  to  any  solution  of 
the  question  which  involved  in  any 
degree  the  endowment  of  all. 

Finally,  the  Roman  Catholic  Pre- 
lates claim,  that  the  institution 
thus  to  be  endowed  shall  be,  as  far 
as  the  teaching  of  Catholics  is  con- 
cerned, *  altogether  in  the  hands  of 
Catholics,  and  under  the  control 
of  their  Bishops .*  And  accordingly, 
in  the  draft  charter  submitted  by 
them  to  Lord  Grey  in  1866,  it  is 
provided,  that  the  *Grovemors' 
(i.e.  the  four  Roman  Catholic  Arch- 
biishops,  and  eight  Roman  Catholic 
Bishops,  for  the  time  being)  *  shall 
have  full  power,  from  time  to  time, 
to  appoint,  and,  as  they  shall  see  oc- 
casion, to  remove,  as  well  the  Rec- 
tor, Vice-Rector,  the  Professors,  and 
other  members  of  the  Faculties,  the 
Tutors  and  Masters,  as  also  the  Sec- 
retary and  all  officers,  agents,  and 
servants  of  the  said  College.'  * 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  such 
claims  as  these  would  not  be  listened 
to  by  any  Roman  Catholic  State  in 
Europe. 

But  extravagant  as  are  these 
demands,  tlicre  are  some  who  think 
that,  with  certain  modificatiojis, 
they  ought  to  be  conceded,  if  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  joined 
generally  in  the  demand.  Now, 
without  assenting  to  this  principle, 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  enquire 
how  far  such  a  consent  of  opinion 
really  exists.  We  are  unfortunately 
unable  to  collect  the  views  of 
lay  Roman  Catholics  from  what 
they  have  said  on  this,  subject. 
Whatever  their  real  opinions  may 
be,  they  are  unwilling — ^from  various 
motives— to  oppose    their   priests 


openly.  But  that  they  do  not  ooncnr 
with  them  upon  this  questaon  is 
plain  enough  from  many  facts. 

In  the  first  place,  they  do  not 
send  their  sons  to  the  Catholic  Uni- 
versity. The  number  of  Art  Sta- 
dents  in  the  Catholic  University  is 
believed — ^for  there  is  no  official 
return — ^to  be  under  twenty !  An 
attempt  is  made  to  explain  this 
startling  fact,  by  the  circumstance 
that  the  Catholic  University  has 
not  the  power  of  conferring  degrees. 
But  that  such  an  explanation  is  in- 
sufficient is  plain  from  this,  that 
the  University  of  London  is  ready 
to  hold  examinations  for  its  degrees 
in  Dublin,  if  required;  and  that  it 
has  actually  held  such  examinations 
in  the  provincial  College  of  St 
Patrick  at  Carlow.  Indeed,  the 
Roman  Catholic  Bishops  themselves, 
in  their  communication  with  Lord 
Mayo,  referred  to  this  circumstance 
to  prove  that  the  power  of  conferring 
degrees  is,  in  the  case  of  the 
Catholic  University,  of  secondaiy 
importance. 

The  next  fact  which  we  shall 
adduce  is  that  when,  at  the  in- 
stigation of  Cardinal  CuUen,  the 
attempt  was  made  to  elicit  an 
opinion  from  the  Roman  Cathohc 
laity  in  accordance  with  that  of 
their  bishops,  and  when  for  this 
purpose  a  meeting  of  Catholics 
was  summoned  to  meet  at  their 
cathedral  church  in  DubHn,  and 
every  nerve  strained  to  render  the 
demonstration  imposing,  the  result 
was  a  complete  failure.  The  num- 
ber of  lay  Roman  Catholics  present 
who  had  any  direct  interest  in  the 
question  of  University  education 
was  miserably  small. 

But  we  have  yet  further  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  lay  Roman  Catholics, 
generally,  do  not  object  to  united 
education,  in  the  actual  numbers  of 
those  receiving  it.      The  average 


•  Meiroriftls  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  by  Boman 
Catholic  Pro! at  OS  in  Ireland,  on  the  subject  of  University  and  National  Edacation  in 
Ireland.    OixIj  red  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed,  March  5,  1S68. 
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ntunb^r    of    stadents    in    Trinity 
CoU^^    under    the    standing     of 
Master  of  Arts  is  1,200,  of  whom 
abont  200    are  English  and  1,000 
Irish ;  and  that  of  the  matrimclated 
stadents  of  the   Queen's  Colleges 
abont   700.     Now  of  these   1,700 
Irish  stadents,  about  300  are  Roman 
Catholics,  and  1,400  Protestants  of 
all  denominations.     But  as  among 
the  latter  are  included  many  young 
men  preparing  for  the  ministry  in 
the  Chorch  of  Ireland  and  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  we  must — ^to 
make  the  comparison  a  legitimate 
one — either  add  to  the  number  of 
Boman   Oatholics    those    receiving 
academical  education  at  Maynooth, 
or  else  siibtract  from  the  number  of 
Protestcmts  the  students  preparing 
for  the  ministry  in  Trinity  College 
and  in  the  Queen's  Colleges.     The 
number  of  Boman  Catholic  students 
at  Maynooth  is  about  550;    and 
acoordingly  the  proportion  of  young 
Irishmen  of  the  two  religious  de- 
nominations   receiving   academical 
education,  is  850  Roman  Catholics 
to  1,400  Protestants,  or  as  three  to 
five  nearly;  and  in  this  we  have 
taken  no  account  of  Roman  CathoHc 
stadents  preparing  for  the  ministry 
in  other  seminaries.  This  proportion 
fer  exceeds  that  of  the  University- 
going  classes  in  the  two  denomina- 
tions.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  ex- 
clude Divinity  students  on  both  sides, 
the  number    of  Protestants    must 
be  reduced  by  about  300 — ^namely, 
240  preparing  for  the  ministry  of 
the   Church  of  Ireland  in  Trmity 
College,  and    60  for  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Queen's 
Colleges.^     The  proportion  of  Irish 
academical   students   intended  for 
lay  professions    is   therefore    300 
Roman    Catholics    to    1,100  Pro- 


testants :  the  former  number  being 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  latter. 
Now  Dr.  Lyon  Playfair  has  shown 
that  this  is  very  nearly  the  pro- 
portion of  Roman  Catholics  to 
Protestants  in  the  University-going 
classes  in  Ireland;  and  we  may  there- 
fore conclude  that  the  number  of 
the  former  who  are  debarred  by 
any  cause  from  sending  their  sons 
to  the  existing  Universities  is  in- 
significant. 

In  reply  to  this  we  shall  doubtless 
be  told,  that  in  the  ^Declaration  of 
the  Catholic  Laity  of  Ireland,  on 
thesubject  of  University  education,'* 
the  subscribers  state  *  that  a  large 
number  of  Irishmen  are  at  present 
precluded  from  the  enjoyment  of 
Universiiy  education,  honours,  and 
emoluments,  on  account  of  conscien- 
tious religious  opinions  regarding 
the  existing  systems  of  education.' 
Now  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact,  that 
the  subscribers  do  not  assert  that 
they  themselves,  or  their  sons,  have 
been  so  debarred.  Their  testimony 
extends  only  to  what  they  believe  of 
others;  and  such  testimony,  we  ven- 
ture to  think,  can  have  Httle  weight 
in  opposition  to  the  facts  above  ad- 
duced, and  to  the  actual  conduct  of 
these  persons  in  reference  to  academi- 
cal education.  And  we  venture  to 
think  that  this  Declarationitself  sup- 
plies sufi&cient  evidence  that  the  edu- 
cated Roman  Catholic  laiby  are  not  at 
one  with  their  bishops  upon  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  most  of  them  dread  the 
bondage  under  which  they  would  be 
placed,  if  the  demands  of  the  prelates 
were  conceded.  We  can  readily 
understand  why  they  should  ahrinV 
from  direct  opposition  to  the  urgent 
command  of  their  spiritual  guides 
(enforced,  as  it  has  been,  by  the 
authority  of  the  Pope  himself),  by 


>  The  average  number  of  students  in  Trinity  College  entering  the  Diyinity  Classes 
in  each  year  is  60 ;  so  that,  in  thefonr  undeigradnate  classes,  there  are  about  240  preparing 
for  the  ministry.  The  average  number  ordained  yearly  for  the  Presbyterian  Church  is  21 ; 
and  as  the  course  in  the  Queen's  Colleges  in  which  these  are  educated  extends  to  three 
years,  there  are  consequently  about  63  students  preparing  for  the  ministry  at  the  sam* 
time. 

*  Oidered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed,  March  30,  1870. 
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expressing  tlieir  approval  of  xmiied 
education ;  but  wnat  we  cannot  un- 
derstand is  this — ^that  they  should 
never  have  been  induced  to  unite 
vjUh  their  hisliops  in  demanding 
denominationdl  educoMon,  if  they 
reall J  concurred  with  them  in  pre- 
ferring it. 

We  now  proceed  to  consider  how 
far  Mr.  Fawcett's  Bill  meets  the 
fair  demands  of  all  religionists. 

By  its  first  provision  it  repeals 
all  religious  tests ;  and,  therefore,  at 
once  opens  the  fellowships  and 
scholarships  of  Trinity  College— -in 
fact»  all  its  honours  and  emoluments, 
to  persons  of  eveiy  creed.  In  this 
provision  it  goes  beyond  the  cor- 
responding measure  for  the  English 
Universities ;  for  it  reserves  notibing 
in  favour  of  any  class  of  Church- 
men. 

By  its  second  provision  it  con- 
stitutes a  governing  body  of  the 
University,  which  is  to  have  the 
control  of  all  matters  connected 
with  teaching  and  examining,  the 
election  of  professors,  and  all  other 
academical  work.  This  University 
Council  is  to  be  a  representative 
academical  body,  framed  upon  the 
model  of  the  Councils  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,  as  constituted  by  recent 
Acts  of  Parliament.  It  is  to  consist 
of  the  provost,  a  certain  number  of 
the  Fellows,  a  certain  number  of 
professors  not  Fellows,  and  a  certain 
number  of  other  members  of  the 
Senate — each  division  beinff  chosen 
freely  by  the  members  of  me  body 
from  which  it  is  taken,  and  under 
the  principle  of  cumulative  voting, 
so  as  to  secure  the  iair  represenlA- 
tion  of  the  minority.  Such  a  rule 
could  not  &ai  to  brin^  into  the 
Council  the  best  men  of  each  divi* 
sion  of  the  academical  body.  It  has 
indeedbeen  objected  to  this  measure, 
that  it  would  take  many  years  to  in- 
troduce into  the  Council,  by  such 
means,  a  fair  proportion  of  Roman 
CathoHos.  The  answer  to  this  ob- 
jection is,  that  three  out  of  the  four 
classes  which  compose  the  Council 


are  at  onceopen  to  Bomau  Catholics ; 
and  the  whole  recent  history  of  the 
Universiiy  has  shown  that  the 
minoriiy  has  been  treated  not  only 
with  impartiality,  but  even  with 
generous  £Bivour. 

We  have  never  heard  any  objection 
to  the  £edmess  of  this  scheme  from 
any  lay  Roman  Catholic.  The 
Roman  Catholic  Bishops  indeed  say 
that  there  are  departments  of  know- 
lec^  such  as  metaphysics,  moral 

Slmosophy,  and  history,  in  which 
atholio  youths  ought  to  be  io* 
structed  by  Catholic  teachers  only. 
But  the  objection  is  at  once  re- 
moved (by  the  simple  expedient 
of  appointing  two  or  more  pro- 
fessors in  the  same  subject,  and  by 
leaving  it  to  the  student  (or  to  his 
parent  or  guardian)  to  select  his  own 
teacher  among  them.  IntheGrerman 
Universities,  whose  academic  sys- 
tem is  so  much  in  advance  of  those  of 
other  European  nations,  th^re  are 
several  proressors  in  the  same  sub- 
ject, and  the  student  may  attend 
whom  he  wills.  Thus  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Leipsic — by  no  means 
among  the  first  in  Cfermany — ^we 
learn  from  Mr.  Pattison  that  there 
were,  in  the  winter  session  of 
1866-7,  six  courses  of  lectures, 
delivered  by  distinct  lecturers,  in 
modem  history,  and  five  in  mental 
and  moral  science. 

The  partial  separation  of  the 
students  in  oontroverted  subjects, 
thus  provided  for,  should  of  course 
be  carried  further  by  a  complete 
separation  in  religious  teaching,  and 
by  the  erection  of  hostels  for  those 
who  desired  to  live  together.  The 
statutes  of  the  Queen's  CoU^fes 
make  provision  for  such  teaching 
on  the  part  of  the  respective 
Churches ;  and  the  provision  has 
been  acted  upon  by  all  the  Churches 
of  Ireland,  except  the  Roman  CiUiu)- 
lic.  Thus  the  grievance  of  the 
divorce  of  religious  from  secular 
instruction  is  the  work  of  the 
Roman  OathoUo  Bishops  them- 
solves. 
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We  believe,  therefore,  that  it  is 
perfectly  possible,  and  eren  easy,  to 
iv'ork  such  a  scheme  as  that  pro- 
posed in  Mr.  Fawcett's  Bill,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all,  excepting  those 
who  object  to  the  meeting  of  yonng 
men  of  different  religions  creeds  in 
the  same  halls — aU,  in  fact,  bnt 
those  who  believe  (with  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Bishops)  that  the  inter- 
course of  Eoman  Catholic  with 
Protestant  youths  is  dangerous  to 
the  &ith  and  morals  of  the  former. 
That  this  was  not  the  opinion 
of  Homan  Catholic  laymen  thiriy 
years  ago,  when  the  Queen's  Col- 
leges were  founded,  is  evident  from 
the  speeches  made  by  Eoman 
Cathobc  members  of  Parliament 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  that  measure.  The  eloquent 
words  of  Sheil  in  that  debate  de- 
serve to  be  remembered : — 

I  oomcide  with  my  hoDourable  friend  the 
member  for  Kerry  (Mr.  M.  J.  0*ComieIl) 
in  thinking  that  education  in  Ireland  shoula 
be  mixed — I  mean  Beonlor  education.  We 
moat  in  manhood  associate  in  every  walk  of 
life.  The  Catholic  and  Protestant  mer- 
chant must  place  in  each  other  that  entire 
reliance  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  mer- 
ean^e  transactions.  To  the  Protestant 
and  Catholic  solicitor,  to  the  Catholic 
and  Protestant  advocate,  men  differing 
from,  them  in  religious  opinions  entrust 
fortunes,  life,  and  honour.  At  the  bar, 
where  our  £a^ulties  are  in  collision,  and 
oar  feelings  are  in  contact,  our  forensic 
VrotlieTfaood  is  not  interrupted  by  theologi- 
cal discriminations.  In  ue  noblest  of  all 
professions — in'  the  army — the  Catholic 
and  the  Protestant  Irishman  are  comrades, 
and  are  attached  by  a  devoted  friendship : 
thay  stand  together  in  the  same  field  of 
fifffat;  they  scale  the  same  battery;  they 
advance  in  the  same  forlorn  hope ;  and,  to 
nse  a  fine  expression  of  the  great  poet 
whoe^  remains  the  First  Minister  of  the 
Crown  lately  deposited  hard  by — ^from 
the  '  death-bed  of  Fame  the^  look  proudly 
to  heaven  together.'  And  if  thus,  in  our 
maturer  vears,  we  are  to  live  and  die  toge- 
ther, shall  we  be  kept  apart  in  the  morning 
of  life,  in  its  freshest  and  brightest  hours, 
when  all  the  affections  are  in  blossom,  when 
oar  friendships  are  pure  and  disinterested, 
and  those  attadmients  are  formed  which 
last  through  every  vicissitude  of  fortune, 
and  of  which  the  memory  survives  the 
grave?* 


Sheil,  indeed,  and  other  Roman 
Catholic  members,  pointed  oat  a 
blot  in  the  scheme  as  first  pro- 
posed, namely,  the  absence  of  pro- 
vision for  religions  teaching.  J5nt 
this  was  soon  supplied,  and  the 
heads  of  the  varions  Protestant 
Churches  at  once  availed  themselves 
of  it.  The  Boman  Catholic  Bishops 
alone  abstained,  because  the  system 
of  united  education  was,  in  their 
eyes,  fundamentally  wrong. 

Twenty  years  had  elapsed-^firom 
the  time  in  which  the  Queen's 
Colleges  were  established — ^before  it 
was  discovered  by  British  states- 
men that  Eoman  Catholics  had  still 
a  grievance  in  the  matter  of  aca- 
demical education.  This  discovery 
was  made  by  Sir  George  (Jrey  and 
Mr.  Gladstone  in  the  last  days  of 
the  Palmerston  Administration.  As 
stated  by  Sir  George  (Jrey,  it  was 
this : — *  A  student  leaving  a  Eoman 
CathoUc  College  in  Ireland  cannot 
obtain  a  degree ;  and  he  is  therefore 
at  a  great  £sadvantage  as  compared 
with  the  student  leaving  Trinity 
College  or  the  Queen's  University. 
To  that  extent,  I  think,  there  is  a 
reasonable  ground  of  complaint,  and 
it  is  one  the  justice  of  which  the 
Government  admit.'  Mr.  Gladstone 
himself  spoke  in  that  debate.  He 
admitted  the  existence  of  *  disabili- 
ties of  a  positive  character '  in  the 
*  want  of  degrees ; '  and  he  charac- 
terised this  want  as  *  the  imposition 
of  civil  disabilities  on  account  of 
religious  opinion.' 

We  shall  not  now  enter  into  the 
history  of  the  *  supplemental  char- 
ter,* which  was  issued  soon  after 
this  debate.  We  have  a  higher 
task  than  that  of  impugning  the 
conduct  of  any  Minister,  or  set  of 
Ministers.  The  'Catholic  griev- 
ance,' as  stated  by  the  friends  of 
even-handed  justice  in  Parliament, 
is  now  before  us,  and  to  what  does 
it  amount? — that  those  Eoman 
Catholics — and  we  have  shown  that 
they  are  few  in  number — who  object 
to  united  education,  and  who  for  that 
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reason  enter  a  denominational  insti- 
tution snch  as  the  GathoHc  Uniyer- 
siiy,  cannot  obtain  from  it  tlie  recog- 
nition wbicli  other  Universities  m 
Ireland  bestow,  in  the  shape  of  a 
degree.  Now  we  think  that  the 
advantages  of  a  degree  have  been 
overrated,  even  by  Mr.  Gladstone 
himself.  There  is,  we  believe,  no 
civil  disability  in  Ireland  connected 
with  the  want  of  a  degree.  It  is  not 
a  necessary  passport  to  any  of  the 
professions.  It  is  not  required  as  a 
condition  of  ordination  by  any  of  the 
three  Churches  in  Ireland.  It  is  not 
demanded  of  the  candidates  for  ad- 
mission to  the  bar,  or  the  medical 
profession ;  and  we  believe  that  the 
only  legal  advantage  still  annexed 
io  its  possession  is  the  shortening 
of  the  apprenticeship  of  attorneys. 
Beyond  this,  a  University  degree  is 
nothing  more  than  the  mark  placed 
by  the  University  itself  upon  the 
student,  testifying  that  he  has  ac- 
quired a  suitable  amount  either  of 
general  culture  (as  in  the  case  of 
the  degrees  in  Arts),  or  of  special 
culture  (as  in  the  professional 
degrees).  The  degree  in  Arts  is 
indeed  regarded  as  a  recommenda- 
tion, although  not  a  necessary 
quaUfication,  in  most  of  the  profes- 
sions. But  the  professional  degrees 
are  so  little  insisted  upon,  that 
their  possession  does  not  even  dis- 
pense with  the  testing  examinations 
for  admission  into  me  professions 
themselves.  They  weigh  only  with 
the  general  public ;  and  the  amount 
of  that  weight  is,  of  course,  com- 
mensurate with  the  estimation  in 
which  the  University  itself  is  held. 
But  gpranting  that  some  advan- 
tage is  attached  to  the  possession 
of  an  academical  degree,  and  that 
it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be 
enjoyed  by  denominational  as  well 
as  by  open  Colleges,  the  practical 
question  is,  how  is  this  to  be  done  P 
The  London  University  is  prepared 
to  send  its  examiners  to  Dublin, 
and  to  confer  degrees  on  all  who 
pass   its   examination    creditably ; 


and  there  are  many  who  think 
tiiat^  with  such  a  provision,  de- 
nominational Colleges  have  no 
cause  of  complaint.  But  we  do  not 
desire  to  ignore  the  sentimental 
grievance — for  it  is  nothing  more — 
of  obliging  Irishmen  to  seek  this 
qualification  from  an  English 
Universijby  ;  neither  shall  we  press 
the  objectors  with  the  &ot,  that 
they  have  long  submitted  without 
a  murmur  to  the  regulation  which 
compelled  them  to  seek  admisaiozi 
to  their  own  bar  through  the 
portals  of  one  of  the  London  Lms  of 
Court.  We  desire  to  make  every 
allowance  for  the  complaint  of  t^ose 
— ^few  though  they  be— who  are 
debarred  from  any  advantage  in. 
i^e  gift  of  the  State  by  conscientious 
scruples  ;  and  we  believe  that  the 
want  is  one  which  may  be  easily 
and  simply  satisfied.  All  that  is 
necessary  is  to  enable  the  University 
of  Dublin,  following  the  precedent 
of  the  two  English  Universities,  to 
matriculate  *'  unattached  students ' 
not  members  of  Trinity  College^  who 
should  be  required  to  pass  terms  by 
attendance  on  the  lectures  of  the 
Universiiy  professors.  Under  tiuV 
arrangement  the  student  of  the 
Catholic  University  CoU^e,  or  of 
any  other  sectarian  Coll^;e  in 
Dublin,  would  be  enabled  to  proceed 
to  his  degree,  while  tmder  the 
religious  teaching  and  moral  dis- 
dplme  of  members  of  his  own 
Church.  Such  a  provision  as  this, 
coupled  with  that  of  plnral  pro- 
fessorships already  adverted  to, 
would  remove  the  last  trace  of  a- 
Catholic  grievance,  so  &r  as  it  can 
be  removed  consistentiy  with  the 
principles  already  adopted  b^  the 
State  in  reference  to  rehgious 
teaching  in  Ireland. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's measure  for  the  solution  of 
the  so-called  Irish  difficulty. 

The  Bill  which  has  recently  been 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House  of 
Conmions,  and  which  has  under- 
gone such  a  searching  discnssion 
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npon  the  ocoasion  of  its  seooiid 
Teading,  may  be  desoiibed,  gene- 
Tallj,  as  an  indirect  attempt  to 
recognise  and  to  endow  denomi* 
natdonal  Collies.  And  mst  because 
it  is  indirect,  it  is  forced  to  operate 
by  means  of  liberal  and  nnsecta- 
rian  institntions,  whose  academical 
eharacter  it  wonld  degrade,  and 
whose  liberal  constitution  it  wonld 
destroj.  It  is  thns,  in  the  language 
of  Dr.  Lyon  Flay&ir,  based  npon 
two  principles  which  are  incom- 
patible. And  accordingly  the  sn- 
perstmctnre  is  anomalous.  It  is 
a  mass  of  detailed  contrivances,  not 
only  unconnected  and  unrelated, 
but  even  antagonistic  and  opposed. 
This,  we  think,  will  a|>pear  from 
a  brief  statement  of  its  leading 
proyisions. 

It  abolishes  the  two  existing 
TJniyersities  of  Ireland,  both  of 
which  are  unsectarian,  and  supplies 
the  place  thus  left  void  witn  a 
single  central  UniyersiiT  constituted 
npon  the  same  unsectarian  principle, 
which  is  to  possess  the  exclusiye 
power  of  conferring  degrees. 

This  new  XJniyersity  is  to  be  a 
Teaching  Uniyersity ,  with  a  profes- 
soriate complete  in  all  departments 
of  knowledge,  with  the  exception  of 
theology,  mental  and  moral  philo- 
sophy, and  modem  history.  And  it  is 
likewise  to  be  an  ExamiTiing  Board, 
which  is  to  test  the  knowledge  of 
all  comers,  whether  they  receive  its 
teaching  or  not. 

To  ttie  central  XJniyersiiy,  so 
constituted,  are  to  be  affiliated,  not 
only  the  unsectarian  Colleges  of  Ire- 
land— ^Trinity  College,  which  is  to 
be  thrown  open,  and  the  Queen's 
CoU^es,  which  are  already  so — ^but 
also  tiie  Catholic  Umversify  College 
in  Dublin,  and  the  Presbyterian 
College  in  Londonderry.  And  pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  affiliation, 
upon  easy  conditions,  of  an  indefi- 
nite number  of  minor  CoU^es,  or 
schools,  which  may  be  sectanan  or 
free. 

The  TTniversiiy,  so  constituted. 


is  to  be  governed  by  a  Council  com- 
posed in  the  first  instance  of  Gbvem- 
ment  nominees,  to  whom  are  after- 
wards to  be  added  persons  ohoseD 
by  the  affiliated  Colleges,  upon  terms 
extremely  favourable  to  the  smaller 
institutions,  and  which  would  even- 
tually place  the  entire  government 
in  their  hands. 

The  Council  so  composed  is  to 
possess  an  almost  uncontrolled 
power  in  the  government  of  the 
University,  appointing  and  punish- 
ing pro&ssors ;  determining  the 
curriculum;  fi^g  the  examina- 
tions; and  distributing  prizes, 
which  are  to  be  of  very  laige 
amount. 

All  tests  are  to  be  aboHshed  in 
Triniiy  College ;  and  its  Theological 
FacultjT  traimerred  to  the  Bepre- 
sentative  Body  of  the  Church  of 
Ireland ;  and  a  portion  of  its  income 
is  to  be  handed  over  to  the  new 
University,  to  defray  in  part  its 
expenses. 

Finally,  the  Queen's  College  in 
Galway  is  to  be  suppressed.    * 

Such  are  the  mam  features  of  the 
scheme  which  Mr.  Gladstone  has 
proposed  in  order  to  redbess  the 
grievances  of  the  Catholics  of  Lre- 
mnd.  It  has  a  specious  air  of  libe- 
rality ;  and  in  the  form  in  which  it 
was  presented  to  the  House  by  its 
skilful  contriver,  it  succeeded  in  daz- 
zling, if  not  convincing.  But  a  little 
study'  of  its  complicated  provisions 
soon  dispelled  the  illusion ;  and  the 
first  burst  of  applause  with  which 
it  was  greeted  has  been  followed 
by  a  chorus  of  denunciation.  And 
the  dissatisfietction  is  not  confined  to 
extreme  politicians,  or  extreme  re- 
ligionists. Moderate  men  of  aQ 
parties  are  equally  hostile  to  it; 
and,  as  has  been  remarked  in  the 
debate,  those  who  have  studied  it 
with  most  care — and  especially  aca* 
domical  men  whoare  the  best  judges 
of  its  probable  efiects — are  the  most 
unfriendly  in  their  criticism  of  it. 

We  ask,  then,  what  is  the  pur- 
pose and  end  of  this  revolution  ? 
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Wliy  overturn  the  two  existing 
Universities  ?  Is  it  that  they  have 
&iled  P  The  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion is,  i^t  the  elder  of  the  two  is 
acknowledged  to  have  done  its  work 
well,  and  to  have  earned  for  itself  a 
foremost  place  among  the  Universi- 
ties of  Bxirope ;  while  the  younger 
has  accomplished  much  more  than  is 
usually  effected  by  kindred  institu- 
tions in  the  earlier  years  of  their 
growth,  and  that  in  the  face  of  the 
most  powerful  opposition.  Is  it, 
as  professed  in  the  BiU,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  learning  in  Ireland  ? 
To  this  all  literary  men  reply,  that 
learning  would  be  degraded,  and  all 
high  culture  destroyed,  by  its  pro- 
visions. Is  it,  lastly,  to  secure 
liberty  of  conscience — the  other  as- 
sumed object  of  the  Bill  ?  To  this 
the  answer  is  equally  simple.  The 
Catholic  grievance,  such  as  it  is, 
may  be  removed  (as  we  have  ah^ady 
shown)  by  much  easier  means. 

We  may  perhaps  be  told,  in  de- 
fence of  the  change,  that  a  single 
central  University  is  preferable  to 
many,  in  giving  unity  and  force  to 
the  academical  system.  Experience 
has  shown  that  the  uniiy  thus 
gained  degenerates  into  uniformity, 
and  that  the  concentration  of  power 
is  opposed  to  all  free  development. 
All  this  is  proved  by  the  intellectual 
history  of  the  two  greatest  of  the 
Continental  nations.  The  monoto- 
nous mediocrity  which  is  the  result 
of  centralisation  in  the  University 
system  of  France  is  deplored  by  all 
her  learned  men ;  while  the  intel- 
lectual progress,  which  is  the 
chief  glory  of  Germany,  is  in  great 
part  due  to  the  multiplicity  of 
her  independent  academic  centres. 
There  are,  of  course,  limits  to  the 
multiplication  of  Universities  in  any 
countay,  determined  by  the  num- 
bers in  its  upper  and  middle  classes, 
es  well  as  by  its  geographical  ex- 
tent ;  and  there  are  sSso  limits,  as 
Professor  Caimes  has  well  shown, 
dependent  upon  the  separate  modes 
bf  culture  which  are,  or  may  be  de- 


veloped. But  who  will  say  that  such 
limits  have  been  transgressed,  or 
even  yet  reached,  in  Ireland  ?  If 
&ny  cnimge  be  made  in  this  re- 
spect in  that  country,  we  should 
desire  to  see  the  number  of  in- 
dependent Universities  increased 
rather  than  diminished,  and  full 
University  powers  conferred  upon 
two  at  least  of  the  Queen's  Colleges, 
as  was  long  since  proposed  by  Dr. 
Andrews,  in  his  able  essay  upon 
the  Universiiy  system  of  Irelwid. 
The  combination  of  distant  Col- 
leges  under  a  single  centre  is  at 
variance  with  all  the  soundest 
principles  of  academical  omLmsa- 
tion,  and  was  unknown  in  Europe 
until  the  military  instincts  of  Na- 
poleon I.  introduced  it  into  France. 

What,  then,  we  repeat,  is  the 
purpose  of  a  change  which  is  con- 
demned by  all  experience  ?  We  fear 
the  reply  must  be,  that  there  was  a 
work  to  be  executed  from  which  the 
existing  Universities  would  shrink. 
Provision  was  to  be  made  for  the 
development  of  sectarian  education; 
and  the  denominational  character 
which,  by  the  short-sighted  policy 
of  the  clergy  of  the  ^established 
Church  of  Ireland,  has  been  stamped 
upon  the  primary  schools  of  tiiat 
country,  was  to  be  extended  to  the 
higher  education. 

This  brings  us  to  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  most  dangerous  provision 
of  the  Bill — that  relating  to  the 
affiliation  of  Colleges.  We  have 
already  adverted  to  the  mistaken 
principle  which  was  accepted  by 
the  State  in  1850,  when  an  Ex- 
amining Universiiy,  under  a  nomi- 
nated Board,  was  founded  in 
Dublin,  in  order  to  confer  Uni- 
versiiy privileges  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  provincial  Colleges. 
The  proposal  now  before  the  Legis- 
lature, however,  goes  far  beyond 
this.  Colleges  are  to  be  affiliated, 
of  which  &e  Magee  College  in 
Londonderry,  which  has  been  raised 
to  such  unhappy  notoriety,  is  a 
type ;  and  with  such  a  precedent, 
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there  is  no  seconcUclass  grammar- 
school  in  the  country  whi(£  may  not 
claim  a  place  in  the  new  Univer- 
sity. Who  can  doaht  that  such  a 
scheme  as  this  would  end  in  the  de- 
gradation of  learning  in  Ireland? 
The  attainments,  no  less  than  the 
culture,  represented  by  a  University 
degree,  would  sink  to  the  level  of 
the  weaker  members  of  the  ill- 
assorted  system,  and  an  Irish  Uni- 
versity degree  would  become  a  by- 
word. 

But  beyond  all  this,  there  is  a 
principle  involved  in  this  part  of 
the  Government  scheme  which 
cannot  be  accepted  by  the  British 
Parliament.  The  greater  number 
of  the  institutions  thus  to  be  recog- 
nised by  the  State  will  be  denomi- 
national Colleges  of  the  strictest 
type ;  and  there  is  no  halting-place 
between  State  recognition  and 
State  endowment.  It  would  at 
once  be  said  by  the  patrons  of  such 
institutions — it  has,  in  fact,  been 
said  already — that  it  is  useless  to 
grant  the  shadow  of  power  without 
the  substance;  that  if  the  State 
acknowledges  denominational  Col- 
leges as  integral  parts  of  the  acade- 
mic system,  it  is  bound  to  afford 
them  the  opportunity  of  raising 
themselves  to  the  level  of  its  other 
members  ;  and  that  it  is  mockery 
to  confer  upon  them  the  privilege 
of  competing  for  prizes  widiout  the 
means.  Sooner  or  later  such  a 
claim  would  be  conceded ;  and  the 
State  would  thus  be  driven,  by  the 
admission  of  a  false  principle,  to 
the  rejected  measure  of  concurrent 
endowment. 

There  is  no  subject  about  which 
the  Roman  CathoHc  Prelates  are 
more  anxious — and  we  say  this  in 
their  commendation — ^than  the  suc- 
cess of  their  diocesan  seminaries. 
Of  this  wo  have  plain  indication  in 
some  of  their  utterances.  And^we 
apprehend  that,  if  once  the  demand 
for  the  endowment  of  these  Colleges 
were  satisfied,  little  e£fort  would  be 
jnade  to    send    their    pupils    out 


into  the  wider  arena  of  general 
competition.  The  basis  of  the 
whole  policy  of  the  Church  of  Home 
in  regard  to  education  is  separa^ 
Uon;  and  not  only  prizes,  but 
even  academic  qualifications,  will 
be  claimed  to  be  administered 
apart,  under  the  absolute  control 
of  the  Hierarchy.  We  cannot  but 
think  that  some  astute  friend  of 
theseinstitutionsmay  have  prompted 
these  provisions  of  the  Bill ;  and  it 
is  a  significant  fact  in  connection 
with  it,  that  the  qualification  of 
the  College  to  take  its  place  in  the 
academical  system  is  the  number 
of  its  students  who  have  matricu- 
lated in  the  University,  not  of  those 
who  have  graduated. 

But  this  is  not  all.  There  are  yet 
larger  issues  involved  in  these .  pro- 
posals. K  purely  sectarian  Colleges 
are  admitted  into  the  new  University 
system  of  Ireland,  and  are  to  be  re- 
presented in  its  Council,  the  same 
principle  must  be  acted  upon  in 
primary  education,  and  every  deno- 
minational school  must  be  oonnected 
with  the  National  Board  of  Edu- 
cation. Thus  the  whole  fiftbric  of 
united  education  in  Ireland,  which 
has  been  raised  with  such  care  and 
cost,  will  crumble  and  falL 

Next  in  importance  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  affiliation  is  the  proposed 
constitution  of  the  governing  body. 
The  Council  of  the  new  University 
is  to  be  composed  of  ordinary 
members,  and  collegiate  members. 
The  ordinary  members,  28  in  num- 
ber, are  in  the  first  instance  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Crown.  This 
bureaucratic  government  is  to  last 
for  ten  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  tune  the  new  institution  is 
supposed  to  be  fitted  for  self-govern- 
ment. In  its  autonomous  form,  the 
28  members  are  distributed  into  four 
groups,  of  seven  each,  one  of  which 
IS  to  be  named  by  the  Crown,  as 
before;  one  elected  by  the  existing 
Council,  one  by  the  professors,  and 
one  by  the  University  Senate.    It 
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ik  plain  that  tbe  original  stamp 
bnuided  upon  the  institation  by  the 
State,  whatever  it  may  be,  wonld 
thns  be  perpetuated. 

Little  more  need  be  said  of  the 
principle  of  nomination.  The  Go- 
vernment would  be  compelled, 
whether  they  desired  it  or  not,  to 
maintain  in  its  appointments  a 
balance  between  the  advocates  of 
the  two  conflicting  views  of  educa- 
tion, and  between  the  members  of 
the  leading  religious  sects;  and 
thus  the  elements  of  internal  strife 
would  be  introduced  at  the  veiy 
outset  into  the  new  University. 
We  have  not  fjBtr  to  seek  in  evidence 
of  the  truth  of  this.  The  proposed 
constitution  is  that  of  the  I^'ational 
Board  of  primaiy  education  in  Ire- 
laud;  and  the  public  have  had 
recently  some  curious  instances  of 
the  character  of  its  working.  It  is 
likewise  the  principle  upon  which 
the  Senate  of  the  Queen's  Univer- 
sity has  been  constructed ;  and  Mr. 
Bouverie  has  recalled  to  the  remem- 
brance of  the  House  of  Commons, 
with  telling  effect,  the  peril  in  which 
that  institution  was  thereby  in- 
volved in  a  critical  period  of  its 
history,  and  by  a  Govenmient  nearly 
identical  with  the  present. 

The  collegiate  members  of  the 
Council  are  to  be  chosen  by  the 
affiliated  Colleges,  every  College 
which  possesses  50  matriculated 
students  sending  one  representative, 
and  every  College  having  150  such 
students,  or  upwards,  sending 
two.  It  is  easy  to  see  how  this 
might;  be  made  to  work.  There 
are  32  Roman  Catholic  diocesan 
Colleges  inlrelandy  many  of  which 


would  daim  affiliation,  and  pro- 
bably be  able  to  send  a  representa- 
tive to  the  Council  pledged  to  sup- 
?ort  the  denominational  system, 
hese  collegiate  members  would  be 
supported  by  at  least  one-half  of 
the  ordinaiy  members;  and  thus 
the  principle  of  that  system  wonld 
eventually  prevail. 

It  is  unnecessaiy  to  dwell 
upon  the  other  defects  of  the  Go- 
vernment measure — such  as  the 
mutilation  of  the  curriculum  ;  the 
abject  condition  of  the  professoriate 
under  what  have  been  called  *  the 
gagging  clauses;'  and  last^  not 
least^  the  *  winding  up  '  of  Galway 
College.  These  have  been  so  effec- 
tively exposed  in  the  debate  upon 
tiie  second  reading,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  have  been  com- 
pelled, for  very  shame,  to  acknow- 
ledge that  they  are  not  of  the 
essence  of  the  measure.  WhaJb  that 
essence  may  be,  none  of  its  support- 
ers have  been  able  to  pronounce; 
for  its  principles  are  conflicting,  and 
its  details  incongruous.  But  that  its 
object  is  to  introduce  into  the  very 
heart  of  the  academical  system  ele- 
ments which,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  would  transform  its  nature, 
and  uproot  the  system  of  united 
education,  few  can  now  doubt. 

While  we  write  these  lines,  the 
debate  has  closed,  and  the  House  of 
Commons  has  rejected  the  Bill  Bat 
the  rejected  measure,  and  the  dift- 
cussion  whicb  it  has  evoked,  will 
not  be  without  some  good  results. 
They  will  serve  at  least  as  a  beacon 
to  point  out  the  Pearl-rock  to 
future  navigators  in  approaching 
this  dangerous  shoro. 
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FIRST  LECTURE, 
Delitebed  at  thb  Roth.  Institution,  Mabch  22,  1873. 


PHILOSOPHY  is  not,  as  is  some- 
tinies  supposed,  a  m^re  intellec- 
tual luxury;  it  is,  Under  varying 
disgoises,  the  daily  bread  of  the 
whole  world.  Though  the  workers 
and  speakers  must  always  be  few, 
those  for  whom  they  work  and 
speak  are  many ;  and  though  the 
waves  run  highest  in  the  centres  of 
literary  life,  the  widening  circles  of 
philosophic  thought  reach  in  the 
end  to  the  most  distant  shores. 
What  is  thought-out  and  written 
down  in  the  study,  is  soon  taught 
in  the  schools,  preached  from  the 
pulpits,  and  discussed  at  the  comers 
of  tbe  streets.  There  are  at  the 
present  moment  materialists  and 
spiritualists,  realists  and  idealists, 
positiyists  and  mystics,  evolution- 
ists and  specialists  to  be  met  with 
in  the  workshops  as  well  as  in  the 
lecture-rooms,  and  it  may  safely  be 
asserted  that  the  intellectual  vigour 
and  moral  health  of  a  nation  depend 
no  more  on  the  established  religion 
than  on  the  dominant  philosophy  of 
the  realm. 

No  one  who  at  the  present  mo- 
ment watches  the  state  of  the  intel- 
lectual atmosphere  of  Europe,  can 
fjedl  to  see  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of 
a  storm  which  will  shake  the  oldest 
convictions  of  the  world,  and  upset 
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everything  that  is  not  firmly  rooted. 
Whether  we  look  to  England, 
France,  or  Germany,  everywhere 
we  see,  in  the  recent  manifestoes 
of  their  philosophers,  the  same 
thoughts  struggling  for  recognition 
— thoughts  not  exactly  new,  but 
presented  in  a  new  and  startling 
form.  There  is  everywhere  the 
same  desire  to  explain  the  universe, 
such  as  we  know  it,  without  the  ad- 
mission of  any  plan,  any  object,  any 
superintendence ;  a  desire  to  remove 
all  specific  barriers,  not  only  those 
which  separate  man  firom  the  ani- 
mal, and  the  animal  from  the  plant, 
but  those  also  which  separate  or- 
ganic from  inorganic  bodies ;  lastly, 
a  desire  to  explain  life  as  a  mode  of 
chemical  action,  and  thought  as  a 
movement  of  nervous  molecules. 

It  is  difficult  to  find  a  general 
name  for  these  philosophic  tenden- 
cies, particularly  as  their  principal 
representatives  difier  widely  from 
each  other.  It  would  be  unfair  to 
class  the  coarse  materialism  of 
Biichner  with  the  thoughtful  real- 
ism of  Spencer.  Nor  does  it  seem 
right  to  use  the  name  of  Darwinism 
in  that  vague  and  undefined  sense 
in  which  it  has  been  used  so  fre- 
quently of  late,  comprehending 
under  that  title  not  only  the  care- 
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fully  worded  conclusions  of  that 
great  observer  and  thinker,  but 
likewise  the  bold  generalisations  of 
his  numerous  disciples.  I  shall 
mention  only  one,  but  a  most  im- 
portant point,  on  which  so-called 
Darwinism  has  evidently  gone  far 
beyond  Mr.  Darwin.  It  is  well 
known  that,  according  to  Mr.  Dar- 
win, all  animals  and  plants  have 
descended  from  about  eight  or  ten 
progenitors.  He  is  satisfied  vi^th 
this,  and  declines  to  follow  the  de- 
ceitful guidance  of  analogy,  which 
would  lead  us  to  the  admission  of 
but  one  prototype.  And  he  adds, 
that  even  if  he  were  to  infer  from 
analogy  that  all  the  organic  beings 
which  have  ever  lived  on  this  earth 
had  descended  from  some  one 
primordial  form,  he  would  hold  that 
life  was  first  breathed  into  that 
primordial  form  by  the  Creator. 
Very  different  from  this  is  the  con- 
clusion proclaimed  by  Professor 
Haeckel,  the  most  distinguished  and 
most  sfa-enuous  advocate  of  Mr. 
Darwin's  opinions  in  Germany.  He 
maintains  that  in  the  present  state 
of  physiological  knowledge,  the  idea 
of  a  Creator,  a  Maker,  a  Life-giver, 
has  become  unscientific;  that  the 
admission  of  one  primordial  form  is 
sufficient ;  and  that  that  first  primor- 
dial form  was  a  Moneres,  produced 
by  self-generation. 

I  know,  indeed,  of  no  name  suf- 
ficiently comprehensive  for  this 
broad  stream  of  philosophic  thought, 
but  the  name  of  *  Evolutionary 
Materialism*  is  perhaps  the  best 
that  can  be  framed.  I  am  afraid 
that  it  will  be  objected  to  by 
those  who  imagine  that  mate- 
rialism is  a  term  of  reproach.  It 
is  so  in  a  moral  sense,  but  no  real 
student  of  the  history  of  philosophy 
would  use  the  word  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. In  the  historical  evolution 
of  philosophy,  materialism  has  as 
much  right  as  spiritualism,  and  it 
has  taught  us  many  lessons  for 
which  we  ought  to  be  most  grate- 
ful. To  say  that  materialism  de- 
grades mind  to  the  level  of  matter 


is  a  fiklse  accusation,  because  what 
the  materialist  means  by  matter  is 
totally  different  from  what  the  spi- 
ritualist means  by  it,  and  from  what 
it  means  in  common  parlance.  The 
matter  of  the  materialist  contains, 
at  least  potentially,  the  high«t 
attributes  that  can  be  assigned  to 
any  object  of  knowledge ;  the 
matter  of  the  spiritualist  is  simply 
an  illusion ;  while,  in  common 
parlance,  matter  is  hardly  more 
than  stuiOT  and  rubbish.  Let  each 
system  of  philosophy  be  judged  out 
of  its  own  mouth,  and  let  us  not 
wrangle  about  words  more  than  we 
can  help.  Philosophical  progress, 
like  political  progress,  prospers  best 
under  party  government,  and  the 
history  of  pnUosophy  would  lose  half 
its  charm  and  half  its  usefulness,  if 
the  struggle  between  the  two  great 
parties  in  the  realm  of  though^  the 
spiritualist,  and  the  materialist,  ih& 
idealist,  and  the  realist,  were  ever 
to  cease.  As  thunderstorms  are 
wanted  in  nature  to  clear  the  air 
and  give  us  breath,  the  human 
mind,  too,  stands  in  need  of  its 
tempests,  and  never  does  it  display 
greater  vigour  and  freshness  tlum 
afler  it  has  passed  through  one  of 
the  decisive  battles  in  the  world  of 
thought. 

But  though  allowing  to  the  ma- 
terialist philosophers  all  the  honour 
that  is  due  to  a  great  and  powerful 
party,  the  spiritualist  may  hate 
and  detest  materialism  with  the 
same  hatred  with  which  the  con- 
servative hates  radicalism,  or  at 
all  events  with  such  a  modicum  of 
hatred  as  a  philosopher  is  capable 
of;  and  he  has  a  perfect  right  to 
oppose,  by  all  the  means  at  his  disr 
posal,  the  exclusive  sway  of  mate- 
rialistic opinions.  Though  from  a 
purely  philosophical  point  of  view, 
we  may  admit  that  spiritualism  is 
as  one-sided  as  materialism,  that 
they  are  both  but  two  faces  of  the 
same  head,  that  each  can  see  bat 
one  half  of  the  world,  yet  no  one 
who  has  worked  his  way  honestly 
through  the  problems  of  material- 
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ism    and  spiritualism  would  deny 
that  the  conclusions  of  Hume  are 
more  disheartening  than  those  of 
Berkeley,  and  that  the  strongest 
natures   only    can  live  under  the 
pressure  of  such  opinions  as  those 
which  were  held  hy  Lametrie  or 
Schopenhauer.     To    some    people, 
I  know,   such   considerations   will 
seem  beside  the  point.     They  hold 
that  scientific   research,  whatever 
its  discoverifes  may  be,  is  never  to 
be  allowed  to  touch  the  deeper  con- 
victions of  our  soul.     They  seem  to 
hold  that  the  world  may  have  been 
created  twice,   once  according    to 
Moses,  and  once  according  to  Dar- 
win.    I  confess  I  cannot  adopt  this 
artificial    distinction,    and    I    feel 
tempted  to  ask  those  cold-blooded 
philosophers     the    same     question 
which  the  German  peasant  asked 
his  bishop,  who,  as  a  prince,  was 
amusing  himself  on  week-days,  and, 
as  a  bishop,  praying  on  Sundays. 
•  Your    Highness,   what    will    be- 
come of   the  bishop,  if  the  Devil 
comes    and    takes    the    prince  P ' 
Scientific  research  is  not  intended 
for  intellectual  exercise  and  amuse- 
ment only,  and  our  scientific  convic- 
tions will  nob  submit  to  being  kept 
in  quarantine.     If  we  once  embark 
on  board  the  Challenger ,  we  cannot 
rest  with   one   foot   on  dry  land. 
Wherever  it  leads  us,  we  must  fol- 
low ;  wherever  it  lands  us,  there  we 
must  try  to  live.     Now,   it  does 
make  a  difference  whether  we  live 
in  the  atmosphere  of  Africa  or  of 
Europe,   and  it    makes  the    same 
difference  whether  we  live  in  the 
atmosphere  of  spiritualism  or  ma- 
terialism.    The  view  of  the  world 
and  of  our  place  in  it,  as  indicated 
by  Mr.  Darwin,  and  more  sharply 
defined   by  some  of  his  followers, 
does  not  touch  scientific  interests 
only ;  it  cuts  to  the  very  heart,  and 
must    become    to    every    man    to 
whom  truth,  whether  you   call  it 
scientific  or  religious,  is  sacred,  a 
question  of  life  and  death,  in  the 
deepest  and  ftdlest  sense  of  the  word. 
In  the  short  course  of  three  Lec- 


tures which  I  have  undertaken  to 
give  this  year  in  this  Institution,  I  do 
not  intend  to  grapple  with  the  whole 
problem  of  Evolutionary  Material- 
ism. My  object  is  simply  to  point 
out  a  strange  omission,  and  to  call 
attention  to  one  kind  of  evidence — 
I  mean  the  evidence  of  language — 
which  has  been  most  unaccountably 
neglected,  both  in  studying  the  de- 
velopment of  the  human  intellect, 
and  in  determining  the  position 
which  man  holds  in  the  system  of 
the  world.  Is  it  not  extraordinary, 
for  instance,  that  in  the  latest  work 
on  Psychology,  language  should 
hardly  ever  be  mentioned,  language 
without  which  no  thought  can  exist, 
or,  at  all  events,  without  which  no 
thought  has  ever  been  realised  or 
expressed  ?  It  does  not  matter  what 
view  of  language  we  take ;  under 
all  circumstances  its  intimate  con- 
nection with  thought  cannot  be 
doubted.  Call  language  a  mass  of 
imitative  cries,  or  a  heap  of  conven- 
tional signs  ;  let  it  be  the  tool  or 
the  work  of  thought ;  let  it  be  the 
mere  garment  or  the  very  embodi- 
ment of  mind — ^whatever  it  is,  surely 
it  has  something  to  do  with  the  his- 
torical or  palaeontological,  and  with 
the  individual  or  embryological 
evolution  of  the  human  self.  It 
may  be  very  interesting  to  the 
psychologist  to  know  the  marvellous 
machinery  of  the  senses,  beginning 
with  the  first  formation  of  nervous 
channels,  tracing  the  process  in 
which  the  reflex  action  of  the  mole- 
cules of  the  afferent  nerves  pro- 
duces a  reaction  in  the  molecules  of 
the  efferent  nerves,  following  up  the 
estabhshment  of  nervous  centres 
and  nervous  plexuses,  and  laying 
bare  the  whole  network  of  the  tele- 
graphic wires  through  which  mes- 
sages are  flashed  from  station  to 
station.  Yet,  much  of  that  network 
and  its  functions  admits,  and  can 
admit,  of  an  hypothetical  interpre- 
tation only ;  while  we  have  before  us 
another  network — I  mean  language 
— ^in  its  endless  variety,  where  every 
movement  of  the  mind,  from  the 
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first  tremor  to  tlie  last  calm  utter- 
ance of  onr  philosophy,  may  be 
studied  as  in  a  faithful  photograph. 
And  while  we  know  the  nervous 
system  only  such  as  it  is,  or,  if  we 
adopt  the  system  of  evolution,  such 
as  it  has  gradually  been  brought 
from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  state 
of  organisation,  but  are  never  able 
to  watch  the  actual  historical  or 
palcBontological  process  of  its  for- 
mation, we  know  language,  not 
only  as  it  is,  but  can  watch  it  in  its 
constant  genesis,  and  in  its  historical 
progress  from  simplicity  to  com- 
plexity, and  again  from  complexity  to 
simplicity.  For  let  us  not  forget  iJiat 
language  has  two  aspects.  We,  the 
historical  races  of  mankind,  use  it, 
we  speak  and  think  it,  but  we  do 
not  make  it.  Though  the  faculty 
of  language  may  be  congenital,  all 
languages  are  traditional.  The 
words  in  which  we  think  are  chan- 
nels of  thought  which  we  have  not 
dug  ourselves,  but  which  we  found 
ready-made  for  us.  The  work  of 
making  language  belongs  to  a 
period  in  the  history  of  mankind 
beyond  the  reach  of  tradition, 
and  of  which  we,  in  our  advanced 
state  of  mental  development,  can 
hardly  form  a  conception.  Yet  that 
period  must  have  had  an  historical 
reality  as  much  as  the  period  during 
which  small  annual  deposits  formed 
the  strata  of  the  globe  on  which  we 
live.  As  during  enormous  periods 
of  time  the  Earth  was  absorbed  in 
producing  the  abundant  carbonifer- 
ous vegetation  which  still  supplies 
us  with  the  means  of  warmth,  light, 
and  life,  there  must  have  been  a 
period  during  which  the  human 
mind  had  no  other  work  but  that 
of  linguistic  vegetation,  the  produce 
of  which  still  supplies  the  stores 
of  our  grammars  and  dictionaries. 
After  the  great  bulk  of  language  was 
finished,  a  new  work  began,  that  of 
arranging  and  defining  it,  and  of  now 
and  then  coining  a  new  word  for  a 


new  thought.  And  all  this  we  can  still 
see  with  our  own  eyes,  as  it  were, 
in  the  quarries  opened  by  the  Science 
of  Language.     No  microscope  will 
ever  enable  us  to  watch  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  nervous   ganglion, 
while  the  Science  of  Language  shows 
us  the  formation  of   new    mental 
ganglia  in  the  formation  of  every 
new  word.     Besides,  let  us  not  for- 
get  that  the  whole  network  of  the 
nerves  is  outside  the  mind.  A  state 
of  nervous  action  may  be  parallel, 
but  it  never  is  identical  with  a  state 
of     consciousness     (Principles     of 
Psychology f  11.  592),  and  even  the 
parallelism  between  nervous  states 
and  states  of  consciousness  is,  when 
we  come  to  details,  beyond  all  com- 
prehension (lb,  I.  140).    Language, 
on  the  contrary,  is  not  outside  the 
mind,  but  is  tlie  outside  of  the  mind. 
Lan^age  without  thbught  is  as  im- 
possible  as   thought  without   lan- 
guage; and  although  we  may  by  ab- 
straction distinguish  between  what 
the  Greeks  called  inward  and  out- 
ward Logos,  yet  in  reality  and  full 
actuality  language  is  one  and  indi- 
visible— language  is  very  thought. 
On  this  more  hereafter. 

Just  at  the  end  of  his  interesting 
work  on  the  Principles  of  Psycho- 
logy, Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  shows,  by 
one  remark,  that  he  is  well  aware 
of  the  importance  of  language  for 
a  proper  study  of  psychology.* 
*  Whether  it  be  or  \>e  not  a  true 
saying,'  he  writes,  'that  mytho- 
logy is  a  disease  of  language,  it  may 
be  said  with  truth  that  metaphy- 
sics, in  all  its  anti-realistic  de- 
velopments, is  a  disease  of  lan- 
guage.' No  doubt  it  is ;  but  think 
of  the  consequences  that  flow  from 
this  view  of  language  for  a  proper 
study  of  psychology  !  If  a  disease 
of  language  can  pn)duoe  such  hal- 
lucinations as  mythology  and  meta- 
physics, what  then  is  the  health  of 
language,  and  what  its  bearinj^  on 
the  healthy  fiinctions  of  the  mmd  ? 


'  Spencer,  Princ^les  of  Psychology,  VoL  II.  p.  502. 
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Is  tliis  no  problem  for  tlie  psycholo- 
gist ?  Nervons  or  cerebral  disorders 
occupy  a  large  portion  in  every 
^work  on  psychology ;  yet  they  are 
in  their  nature  obscure,  and  must 
al'w^ys  remain  so.  Why  a  harden- 
ing or  softening  of  the  brain  should 
interfere  with  thought  will  never 
be  explained,  beyond  the  fact  that 
the  wires  are  somehow  damaged, 
and  do  not  properly  receive  and 
convey  the  nervous  currents.  But 
what  we  call  a  disease  of  language 
is  perfectly  intelligible  ;  nay,  it  has 
been  proved  to  be  natural,  and 
almost  inevitable.  In  a  lecture 
delivered  in  this  Institution  some 
time  ago,  I  endeavoured  to  show 
that  mythology,  in  the  widest  sense 
of  the  word,  is  the  power  exercised 
by  language  on  thought  in  every 
possible  sphere  of  mental  activity, 
including  metaphysics  as  well  as 
religion;  and  I  called  the  whole 
history  of  philosophy,  from  Thales 
down  to  Hegel,  one  uninterrupted 
battle  against  mythology,  a  constant 
protest  of  thought  against  language. 
Not  till  we  understand  the  real 
nature  of  language  shall  we  under- 
stand the  real  nature  of  the  human 
Self;  and  those  who  want  to  read 
the  true  history  of  the  development 
of  the.  soul  of  man,  must  learn  to 
read  it  in  language,  the  primeval 
and  never-ending  autobiography  of 
our  race. 

In  order  to  show  the  real  bear- 
ing of  the  Philosophy  of  Language 
on  the  problem  which  occupies  us 
at  present,  viz.  the  position  of  man 
in  the  animal  world,  it  is  absolutely 
necessaiy  to  go  back  to  Hume  and 
Kant.  Nothing  seems  to  me  so 
much  to  be  regretted  in  the  philo- 
sophical discussions  of  our  time  as 
the  neglect  which  is  shown  for  the 
history  of  former  struggles  in 
which  the  same  interests  were  at 
stake,  and  in  which  the  same 
problems  were  discussed,  not  with- 
out leaving,  one  would  have  thought, 
something  that  is  still  worth  re- 
membering.    A  study  of  the  his- 


tory of  philosophy  cannot,  at  the 
present  moment,  be  too  strongly 
recommended,  when  one  sees  men 
of  the  highest  eminence  in  their 
special  spheres  of  study,  approach- 
ing the  old  problems  of  mankind 
as  if  they  had  never  been  discussed 
before,  and  advancing  opinions  such 
as  Sokrates  would  not  have  dared 
to  place  in  the  mouths  of  his  an- 
tagonists. Even  if  a  study  of 
ancient  philosophy,  and  particrdarly 
of  Oriental  philosophy,  should  ap- 
pear too  heavy  a  task,  it  seems  at 
all  events  indispensable,  that  those 
who  take  an  active  part  in  the 
controversies  on  the  theory  of 
general  evolution  and  development, 
as  opposed  to  specific  variety  and 
a  reign  of  law,  should  be  familiar 
with  the  final  results  of  that  great 
debate  which,  about  one  hundred 
years  ago,  was  carried  on  on  very 
similar,  nay,  essentially  the  same 
topics,  by  such  giants  as  Berkeley, 
Hume,  and  Kant.  In  the  per- 
manent philosophical  parliament  of 
the  world  there  is,  and  there  must 
be,  an  order  of  business.  The  re- 
presentatives of  the  highest  interests 
of  mankind  *  cannot  be  discussing 
all  things  at  all  times.  At  all 
events,  if  an  old  question  is  to  be 
opened  again,  let  it  be  opened  in 
that  form  in  which  it  was  left  at 
the  end  of  the  last  debate. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  full 
import  of  the  questions  now  a^- 
tated  by  positivist  and  evolutiomst 
philosophers,  in  order  to  understand 
their  antecedents,  and  to  do  justice 
to  their  claims,  we  must  go  back 
to  Hume  and  Kant.  The  position 
which  Kant  took  and  maintained 
against  the  materialist  philosophy 
of  Hume  and  the  idealist  philosophy 
of  Berkeley,  may  be  attacked  afresh, 
but  it  cannot  be,  and  it  ought  not 
to  be,  ignored.  Kant's  answer  was 
not  simply  the  answer  of  one  Ger- 
man professor,  it  was  a  vote  carried 
in  a  full  house,  and  at  the  time 
accepted  as  decisive  by  the  whole 
world. 
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The  circumstaDces  under  which 
Kant  wrote  his  Criticism  of  Pure 
Reason  show  that  his  success  was 
due,  not  only  to  his  own  qualifi- 
cations, great  as  they  were,  but  to 
the  hct  that  the  tide  of  materialism 
was  on  the  turn,  that  a  reaction 
had  set  in  in  the  minds  of  inde- 
pendent thinkers,  so  that,  when  he 
wrote  his  great  and  decisive  work, 
he  was  but  lending  the  most  power- 
ftd  expression  to  the  silent  con- 
Tictions    of   the  world's   growing 
minority.     Unless  we  keep  this  in 
view,  the  success  of  Kant's  philo- 
sophy would  be  inexplicable.     He 
was    a  Professor   in  a  small  uni- 
versity of  Eastern  Prussia.      He 
liad  never  been  out  of  his  native 
province,  never  but  once  out  of  his 
native  town.     He  began  to  lecture 
at  Konigsberg  as  a  Privat-Docent  in 
1755,  just  a  year  before  the  begin- 
ning of   the    Seven   Years'  War, 
when  other  questions  rather,  and 
not  the  certainty  of  synthetic  judg- 
ments d  priori^  would  seem  to  have 
interested  the  public  mind  of  Ger- 
many.    Kant  worked  on  for  sixteen 
years  as  an  unpaid  University  lec- 
turer; in  1766  he  took  a  Librarian- 
ship  which  yielded  him  about  lol.  a 
year,  and  it  was  not  till  he  was  forty- 
six  years  of  age  (1770)  that  he  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining -a  Professorship 
of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  with  a 
salary  of  about  60I.  a  year.     He 
lectured   indefatigably  on  a  great 
variety    of   subjects : — on    Mathe- 
matics, Physics,  Logic,  Metaphysics, 
Natural  Law,  Morals,  Natural  Re- 
ligion,  Physical   Geography,     and 
Anthropology.    He  enjoyed  a  high 
reputation     in     his    own    Univer- 
sity, but  no  more  than  many  other 
professors  in  the  numerous  univer- 
eities  of  Germany.     His  fame  had 
certainly  never  spread  beyond  the 
academic  circles  of  his  own  country, 
when  in  the  year  1 781,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven,  he  published  at  Riga  his 
Critik  derreinen  Vemunft  (The  Criti- 
cism of  Pure  Reason)f  a  work  which 
in  the  onward  stream  of  philosophic 


thought  has  stood,  and  will  stand 
for  ever,  like  the  rocks  of  Niagara. 
There  is  nothing  attractive  in  that 
book,  nothing  startling;  fia.r  &om 
it.  It  is  badly  written,  in  a  heavy 
style,  full  of  repetitions,  all  grey  in 
grey,  with  hardly  a  single  ray  of  light 
and  sunshine  from  beginning  to  end. 
And  yet  that  book  soon  became 
known  all  over  Europe,  at  a  time 
when  literary  intelligence  travelled 
much  more  slowly  than  at  present. 
Lectures  were  given  in  London  on 
Kant's  new  system,  even  at  Paris  the 
philosopher  of  Konigsberg  became 
an  authority,  and  for  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  human  thought 
the  philosophical  phraseology  of  the 
age  became  German. 

How  is  this  to  be  explained  ?  I 
believe  simply  by  the  fact  that  Kant 
spoke  the  word  which  the  world  had 
been  waiting  for.  No  philosopher, 
fi'om  Thales  down  to  Hegel,  haa 
ever  told,  has  ever  taken  and  held 
his  place  in  the  history  of  philosophy, 
whose  speculations,  however  ab- 
struse in  appearance,  however  far 
removed  at  first  sight  from  the 
interests  of  ordinary  mortals,  have 
not  answered  some  deep  yearning 
in  the  hearts  of  his  fellow-men. 
What  makes  a  philosopher  great, 
or,  at  all  events,  what  makes  him 
really  powerful,  is  what  soldiers 
would  call  his  feeling  for  the 
main  body  of  the  army  in  its  ad- 
vance from  truth  to  truth;  hifl 
perfect  understanding  of  the  human 
solicitudes  of  his  age,  his  sympathy 
with  the  historical  progress  of 
human  thought.  At  the  time  of 
Kant's  great  triumph,  the  conclu- 
sions of  Locke  and  Hume  had  re- 
mained unanswered  for  a  long  time, 
and  seemed  almost  unanswerable. 
But  for  that  very  reason  people 
longed  for  an  answer.  The  pro- 
blems which  then  disquieted  not 
only  philosophers,  but  all  to  whom 
their  *  Being  and  Knowing'  were 
matters  of  real  concern,  were  not 
new  problems.  They  were  the  old 
problems  of  the  world,  the  questions 
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of  the  possibility  of  absolute  cer- 
tainty in  the  evidence  of  the  senses, 
of  reason,  or  of  faith,  the  questions 
of   the  beginning  and  end  of  our 
existence,  the  question  whether  the 
Infinite  is  the  shadow  of  a  dream, 
or  the  substance  of  all  substances. 
The  same  problems  had  exercised 
the  sages  of  India,  the  thinkers  of 
Greece,  the  students  of  Rome,  the 
dreamers  of  Alexandria,  the  divines 
and  scholars  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
the  HeaJists  and  Nominalists,  and 
again  the  schools  of  Descartes  and 
Leibniz,  in  their  conflict  with  the 
schools  of  Locke  and  Hume.     But 
these  old  problems  had  in  Kant's 
time,  as  in  our  own,  assumed  a  new 
form  and  influence.     If,  in  spite  of 
its    ever  varying  aspects,  we  may 
characterise  the  world-wide  struggle 
bj  one  word,  as  a  struggle  for  the 
primacy  between  matter  and  mind, 
we    can    clearly    see   that  in   the 
middle   of   the  last,   as    again    in 
the  middle  of  our  own  century,  the  . 
materialistic  view  had  gained  the 
npper  hand  over  the  spiritualistic. 
Descartes,    Malebrancho,    Leibniz, 
and     Wolf    might     influence    the 
opinions  of  hard-working  students 
and  independent  thinkers,  but  their 
langnage  was  hardly  understood  by 
the  busy  world  outside  the  lecture- 
rooms  ;  while  the  writings  of  Locke, 
and  still  more  those  of  Hume  and 
his    French    followers,   penetrated 
alike  into  boudoirs  and  club-rooms. 
Never,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  history 
of    philosophy   did  the  pendulum 
of    philosophic   thought   swing   so 
violently  as   in  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth   century,  from   one  ex- 
treme to  the  other,  from  Berkeley  to 
Hnme ;  never  did  pnre  spiritualism 
and  pure  materialism  find  such  out- 
spoken and  uncompromising  advo- 
cates as  in  the  Bishop  of  Cloyne, — 
who  considered  it  the  height  of  ab- 
surdity  to  imagine  any  object  as 
existing  without,  or  independent  of, 


that  which  alone  will  produce  an 
object,  viz.  the  subject,^ — and  the 
Librarian  of  the  Advocates*  Library 
at  Edinburgh,  who  looked  upon 
the  conception  of  a  subjective  mind 
as  a  mere  illusion,  founded  on 
nothing  but  on  that  succession  of 
sensations  to  which  we  wrongly 
assign  a  sentient  cause.  But  it  is 
easy  to  see,  in  the  literatui'e  of  the 
age,  that  of  these  two  solutions  of 
the  riddle  of  mind  and  matter,  that 
which  explained  the  mind  as  the 
mere  outcome  of  matter,  as  the 
result  of  the  impressions  made  on 
the  senses,  was  far  more  in  harmony 
with  the  general  taste  of  the  age 
than  that  which  looked  upon  matter 
as  the  mere  outcome  of  the  mind. 
The  former  was  regarded  by  the 
world  as  clever,  the  latter  almost  as 
silly. 

That  all-powerful,  thougfi  most 
treacherous  ally  of  philosophy^ 
Common  Sense,  was  stoutly  opposed 
to  Berkeley's  idealism,  and  the  ty- 
pical representative  of  Common 
Sense,  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  main- 
tained that  he  had  only  to  strike 
his  foot  with  characteristic  force 
against  a  stone  in  order  to  convince 
the  world  that  he  had  thoroughly 
refuted  Berkeley  and  all  idealists.^ 
Voltaire,  a  less  sincere  believer  in 
Common  Sense,  joked  about  ten 
thousand  cannon  balls  and  ten 
thousand  dead  men,  being  only  ten 
thousand  ideas ;  while  Dean  Swift 
is  accused  of  having  committed  the 
sorry  joke  of  keeping  Bishop  Berke- 
ley, on  a  rainy  day,  waiting  before 
his  door,  giving  orders  not  to  open 
it,  because,  he  said,  if  his  philosophy 
is  true,  he  can  as  easily  enter  with 
the  door  shut  as  with  the  door  open. 
Though  at  present  philosophers  are 
inclined  to  do  more  justice  to  Berke- 
ley, yet  they  seldom  speak  of  him 
without  a  suppressed  smile,  totally 
forgetting  that  the  majoiHty  of  real 
thinkers,  nay,  I  should  almost  ven- 


•  BerkeMs  Works,  ed.  Fraser,  Vol.  IV.  p.  376. 

•  Berkeley's  Works,  Vol.  IV.  p.  368. 
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tnre  to  say,  the  majority  of  mankind 
agree  with  Berkeley  in  looking  upon 
the  phenomenal  or  so-called  real 
world  as  a  mere  mirage,  as  mere 
Mdydy  or  illusion  of  the  thinking  Self. 

Li  the  last  century  the  current  of 
public  opinion — and  we  know  how 
powerful,  how  overwhelming  that 
current  can  be  at  times — had  been 
decidedly  in  favour  of  materialism, 
when  E^ant  stood  forth  to  stem  and 
to  turn  the  tide.  He  came  so  exactly 
in  the  nick  of  time  that  one  almost 
doubts  whether  the  tide  was  turning, 
or  whether  he  turned  the  tide.  But 
what  secures  to  Kant  his  position 
in  the  history  of  philosophy  is,  that 
he  brought  the  battle  b«wjk  to  that 
point  where  alone  it  could  be  de- 
cided, that  he  took  up  the  thread 
in  the  philosophical  woof  of  man- 
kind at  the  very  point  where  it 
threatened  to  ravel  and  to  break. 
He  wrote  the  whole  of  his  Criticism 
of  Pure  Reason  with  constant  refe- 
rence to  Berkeley  and  Hume  ;  and 
what  I  blame  in  modem  philoso- 
phers is  that,  if  they  wish  to  go 
back  to  the  position  maintained 
by  Hume,  they  should  attempt  to 
do  it  without  taking  into  account 
the  work  achieved  by  Kant.  To 
do  this  is  to  commit  a  philosophical 
anachronism,  it  is  tantamount  to 
removing  the  questions  which  now 
occupy  us,  from  that  historical 
stage  on  which  alone  they  can  be 
authoritatively  decided. 

It  has  sometimes  been  supposed 
that  the  rapid  success  of  Kant's 
philosophy  was  due  to  its  being  a 
philosophy  of  compromise,  neither 
spirituaHstic,  like  Berkeley's,  nor 
materialistic,  like  Hume's.  I  look 
upon  Kant's  philosophy,  not  as  a 
compromise,  but  as  a  reconciliation 
of  spiritualism  and  materialism,  or 
rather  of  idealism  and  realism. 
But  whatever  view  we  may  take  of 
Kant,  it  is  quite  clear  that,  at  the 
time  when  he  wrote,  neither  Berke- 
ley's nor  Hume's  followers  would 
have  accepted  his  terms.  It  is  true 
that  Kant  differed  from  Berkeley  in 


admitting  that  the  raw  material  of 
our  sensations  and  thoughts  is  eiven 
to  us,  that  we  accept  it  from  without, 
not  from  within.  So  far  the  realis- 
tic school  might  claim  him  as  their 
own.  Bat  wneii  Elant  demonstrates 
that  we  are  not^merely  passive  reci- 
pients, that  the  conception  of  a  purely 
passive  recipient  involves  in  fiict  an 
absurdity,  that  what  is  given  us 
we  accept  on  our  own  terms,  these 
terms  being  the  forms  of  our  sen- 
suous perception,  and  the  categories 
of  our  mind,  then  the  realist  would 
see  that  the  ground  under  his 
feet  was  no  longer  safe,  and  that 
his  new  ally  was  more  dangerous 
than  his  old  enemy. 

Kant's  chief  object  in  writing  t}» 
Criticism  of  Pure  Reason  was  to  de- 
termine, once  for  all,  the  organs 
and  the  limits  of  our  knowledge; 
and  therefore,  instead  of  criticising, 
as  was  then  the  fashion, the  results  of 
our  knowledge,  whether  in  religion, 
or  in  history,  or  in  science,  he  boldly 
went  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  and 
subjected  Reason,  pure  and  simple, 
to  his  searching  analysis.  In  doing 
this,  he  was  certainly  far  more  suc- 
cessful against  Locke  and  Hume 
than  against  Berkeley.  To  call  the 
human  mind  a  iahula  rasa  was 
pure  metaphor,  it  was  mythplogy 
and  nothing  else.  Tahula  rasa 
means  a  tablet,  smoothed  and  made 
ready  to  receive  the  impressions  of 
the  pencil  (ypa^fTov).  It  makes 
very  little  difference  whether  the 
mind  is  called  a  tah^ila  rasa^  or  a 
mirror,  or  wax,  or  anything  else 
that  the  French  call  impressionable. 
Nor  does  it  help  us  much  if,  instead 
of  impressions,  we  speak  of  sensa- 
tions, or  states  of  consciousness,  or 
manifestations.  The  question  is, 
how  these  states  of  consciousness 
come  to  be,  whether  *  to  know  *  is 
an  active  or  a  passive  verb,  whether 
there  is  a  knowing  Self,  and  what 
it  is  like.  If  we  begin  with 
states  of  consciousness  as  ultimate 
facts,  no  doubt  Hume  and  his  fol- 
lowers are  unassailable.     Nothing 
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can  be  more  ingenions  than  the  ex- 
planation of  the  process  by  which 
the  primary  impressions,  by  mere 
twisting  and  taming,   develop  at 
last  into  an  intellect,   the  passive 
nurror  growing  into   a   conscious 
Self.    The  sensnous  impressions,  as 
they  are  succeeded  by  new  impres- 
sions,   are     supposed    to     become 
fainter,  and  to  settle  down  into  what 
we  call  our  memory.     General  ideas 
are  explained  as  the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  repeated  sensuous  impres- 
sions.   For  instance,   if  we  see  a 
green  leaf,  the  green  sea,  and  a  green 
bird,  the  leaf,  the  sea,  and  the  bird 
leave  each  but  one  impression,  while 
the  impression  of  the  green  colour 
isrepeatedrthree  times,  and  becomes 
therefore  deeper,  more  permanent, 
more  general.     Again,  if  we  see  the 
leaf  of  an  oak  tree,  of  a  fig  tree,  of 
a  rose  tree,  or  of  any  other  plant 
or  shrub,  the  pecuHar  outline  of 
each  individual  leaf  is  more  or  less 
obliterated,  and  there  remains,  we 
retold,  the  general  impression  of  a 
leaf.    In  the  same  manner,  out  of  in- 
nnmerable  impressions    of  various 
trees  arises  the  general  impression 
of  tree,  out   of  the  impressions  of 
trees,  shrubs,  and  herbs,  the  general 
impression  of  plant,  of  vegetative 
species,  and  at  last  of  substance, 
animate    or    inanimate.      In    this 
manner  it  was   supposed  that  the 
whole  furniture  of  the  human  mind 
could  he  explained  as  the  inevitable 
result  of  repeated  sensuous  impres- 
^ns;  and  further,  as  these  sen- 
Buous  impressions,  which  make  up 
the  whole  of  what  is  called  Mind,  are 
Teceived  by  animals  as  well  as  by  men, 
it  followed,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
that  the  difference  between  the  two 
^as  a  difference  of  degree  only,  and 
that  it  was  a  mere  question  of  time 
*Dd  circumstances  for  a  man-like 
*pe  to  develop  into  an  ape-like  man. 
We  have   now  reached  a  point 


where  the  intimate  connection 
between  Hume*s  philosophy  and 
that  of  the  Evolutionist  school  will 
begin  to  be  perceived. 

If  Mr.  Darwin  is  right,  if  man 
is  either  the  lineal  or  lateral  de- 
scendant of  some  lower  animal, 
then  all  the  discussions  between 
Locke  and  Berkeley,  between  Hume 
and  Kant,  have  become  useless  and 
antiquated.  We  all  agree  that 
animals  receive  their  knowledge 
through  the  senses  only ;  and  if 
man  was  developed  from  a  lower 
animal,  the  human  mind,  too,  must 
have  been  developed  from  a  lower 
animal  mind.  There  would  be  an 
end  to  all  further  discussions  :  Kant, 
and  all  who  follow  him,  would 
simply  be  out  of  court. 

But  have  the  followers  of  Mr. 
Darwin  no  misgivings  that  pos- 
sibly Kant's  conclusions  may  be  so 
strong  as  to  resist  even  the  hy- 
pothesis of  evolution?  Do  they 
consider  it  quite  safe  in  their  vic- 
torious advance  to  leave  such  a 
fortress  as  Kant  has  erected  unno- 
ticed in  the  rear  ?  If  no  attempt 
had  ever  been  made  at  answering 
Hume,  there  would  be  no  harm 
in  speaking  again  of  the  mind  of 
man  and  the  mind  of  animals  as  a 
tabula  rasa  on  which  impressions  are 
made  which  faint,  and  spontane- 
ously develop  into  conceptions  and 
general  ideas.  They  might  revive 
the  old  watchword  of  Locke's  school 
— though  it  is  really  much  older 
than  Locke* — *that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  intellect  that  wag  not  before 
in  the  senses,'  forgetting  how  it 
had  been  silenced  by  the  triumphant 
answer  of  Kant's  small  army,  *  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  senses  that 
was  not  at  the  same  time  in  the 
intellect.'  But  when  one  has 
watched  these  shouts  and  counter- 
shouts,  when  one  has  seen  the 
splendid  feats  of  arms  in  the  truly 


*Iocke,  1632-1704.  In  a  letter  from  Sip  T.  Bodley  to  Sir  F.  Bacon,  February  1607, 
^,iead:  *It  being  a  maxim  of  all  men's  approving,  in  inteUectu  nihil  est  quod  non 
Vrm  fait  in  sensu.' 
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liistorical  battles  of  the  world,  then  to 
be  simply  told  that  all  this  is  passe, 
that  we  now  possess  evidence  which 
Berkeley,  Locke,  and  Kant  did  not 
possess,  and  which  renders  all  their 
lucubrations  unnecessary;  that,  man 
being  the  descendant  of  some  lower 
animal,  the  development  of  the 
human  mind  out  of  the  mind  of 
animals,  or  out  of  no  mind,  is  a 
mere  question  of  time,  is  certainly 
enough  to  jmake  one  feel  a  little 
impatient. 

It  is  not  for  one  moment  main- 
tained that,  because  Kant  had 
proved  that  sensations  are  not  the 
only  ingredients  of  our  conscious- 
ness, the  question  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  human  mind  out  of 
mere  sensations  is  never  to  be 
opened  again.  Far  from  it.  Only, 
if  it  is  to  be  opened  again,  it  should 
be  done  with  a  full  appreciation  of 
the  labours  of  those  who  have  come 
before  us ;  otherwise  philosophy  it- 
self will  fall  back  into  a  state  of 
prehistoric  savagery. 

What,  then,  is  that  tabula  rasa, 
which  sounds  so  learned,  and  yet  is 
mere  verbal  jugglery  ?  Let  us  ac- 
cept the  metaphor,  that  the  mind 
is  like  a  smooth  writing  tablet  with 
nothing  on  it  or  in  it,  and  what 
can  be  clearer  even  then,  than 
that  the  impressions  made  on  it 
must  be  determined  by  the  nature 
of  such  a  tablet  ?  Impressions 
made  on  wax  are  different  from 
impressions  made  on  sand  or  water, 
and  impressions  made  on  the  hu- 
man Self  must  likewise  be  deter- 
mined by  the  nature  of  the  re- 
cipient. We  see,  therefore,  that 
the  conditions  under  which  each 
recipient  is  capable  of  receiving 
impressions,  constitute  at  the  same 
time  the  conditions  or  terms  to 
which  all  impressions  must  submit, 
whether  they  be  made  on  a  tabula 
rasa,  or  on  the  human  Self,  or  on 
anything  else. 

And  here  is  the  place  where  Kant 
broke  through  the  phalanx  of  the  sen- 
Bualistic  school.  That  without  which 


no  impressions  on  the  human  mind 
are  possible  or  conceivable,  consti- 
tutes, he  would  say,  the  transcendent 
tal  side  of  our  knowledge.  What^ ac- 
cording to  Kant,  is  transcendental  is 
generally  identified  with  what  other 
philosophers  call  a  priori  or  subjec- 
tive. Butthis  is  true  in  a  very  Hmited 
sense  only.  Kant  does  not  mean 
by  transcendental  what  is  merely 
biographically,  Le.  in  each  individual, 
or  even  palaeontologically,  i.  e.  in  the 
history  of  the  whole  race  of  man, 
a  priori.  The  a  prion  in  these  two 
senses  has  to  be  discovered  by  ex- 
perimental and  historical  psycho- 
logy, and  Kant  would  probably 
have  no  objection  whatever  to  any 
of  thie  conclusions  arrived  at  in  this 
domain  of  research  by  the  most 
advanced  evolutionist.  The  a  priori 
which  Kant  tries  to  discover  is  that 
which  makes  the  two  other  a  priori* s 
possible ;  it  is  the  ontological  a 
priori.  Let  all  the  irritations  of 
the  senses,  let  all  the  raw  material  of 
our  sensuous  perceptions  be  given, 
the  fact  of  our  not  simply  yielding 
to  these  inroads,  but  resisting  them, 
accepting  them,  realising  them, 
knowing  them,  all  this  shows  a 
reacting  and  realising  power  in 
the  Self.  If  anything  is  to  be  seen, 
or  heard,  or  felt,  or  known  by  us, 
such  as  we  are — and,  I  suppose, 
we  are  something — if  all  is  not  to 
end  with  disturbances  of  the  retina, 
or  vibrations  of  the  tympanum,  or 
ringing  of  the  bells  at  the  receiving 
stations  of  the  brain,  then  what  is 
to  be  perceived  by  us,  must  submit 
to  the  conditions  of  otir  perceiving, 
what  is  to  be  known  by  us,  must 
accept  the  conditions  of  our  know- 
ing. This  point  is  of  so  much 
importance  for  the  solution,  or,  at 
all  events,  for  the  right  apprehen- 
sion of  the  problem  with  which  we 
have  to  deal,  that  we  must  examine 
Kant's  view  on  the  origin  and  on 
the  conditions  of  our  knowledge  a 
little  more  carefully. 

According  to  Kant,  then,  there 
are,  first  of  all,  two  fundamental  or 
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ineyitable  conditions  of  all  sensu- 
ous manifestations,  viz.  Space  and 
Time,  They  are  called  by  Kant 
pure  intuitions,  which  means  d 
priori  forms  to  which  all  intuitions, 
if  they  are  to  become  our  intui- 
tions, must  submit.  By  no  effort 
<5an  we  do  away  with  these  forms 
of  phenomenal  existence.  If  wo 
are  to  become  conscious  of  anything, 
whether  we  call  it  an  impression,  or 
a  manifestation,  or  a  phase,  we 
must  place  all  phenomena  side  by 
side,  or  in  spcbce ;  and  we  can  accept 
them  only  as  following  each  other 
in  succession,  or  in  time.  If  we 
"wanted  to  make  it  still  clearer,  that 
Time  and  Space  are  subjective,  or 
at  all  events  determined  by  the  Self, 
we  might  say  that  there  can  be  no 
There  without  a  JJere,  there  can 
be  no  Then  without  a  Noio,  and 
both  the  Here  and  the  Now  depend 
on  us  as  recipients,  as  measurers, 
as  perceivers. 

Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  brings  three 
arguments  against  Kant's  view, 
that  Space  and  Time  are  a  priori 
forms  of  our  sensuous  intuition. 
He  says  it  is  absolutely  impos- 
sible to  think  that  these  forms  of 
intuition  belong  to  the  ego,  and  not 
to  the  non-ego.  Now  Kant  does 
not,  according  to  the  nature  of 
his  system,  commit  himself  to  any 
assertion  that  some  such  forms  may 
not  belong  to  the  non-ego,  the  Ding 
un  sick ;  he  only  maintains  that 
we  have  no  means  of  knowing  it. 
That  Kant's  view  is  perfectly 
thinkable,  is  proved  by  Berkeley 
and  most  Idealists. 

Secondly,  Mr.  H.  Spencer  argues 
that  if  Space  and  Time  are  forms 
of  thought,  they  can  never  bo 
thought  of,  since  it  is  impossible 
for  anything  to  be  at  once  the  form  of 
thought  and  the  matter  of  thought. 
Against  this  argument  it  must  be 
remarked  that  Kant  never  takes 
Space  and  Time  as  forms  of 
thought.  He  carefully  guards 
against  this  view,  and  calls  them 
*reine      Formen     sinnlicher     An- 


schauung '  (pure  forms  of  sensuous 
intuition).  But  even  if  this  dis- 
tinction between  thought  and  in- 
tuition is  eliminated  by  evolution, 
it  remains  still  to  be  proved  that 
the  forms  of  thought  can  never 
become  the  matter  of  thought. 
The  greater  part  of  philosophy 
makes  the  forms  of  thought  the 
matter  of  thought. 

Thirdly,  Mr.  Spencer  maintains 
that  some  of  our  sense-perceptions, 
and  more  particularly  that  of  hear- 
ing, are  not  necessarily  localised. 
This  objection  again  seems  to  me 
to  rest  on  a  misunderstanding. 
Though  it  is  true  that  we  do  not 
always  know  the  exact  place  where 
sounds  come  from,  we  always  know, 
even  in  the  case  of  our  ear  ringing, 
that  what  we  perceive  is  outside, 
is  somewhere,  comes  towards  us  ; 
and  that  is  all  that  Kant  requires. 

But  besides  these  fundamental 
forms  of  sensuous  intuition.  Space 
and  Time,  without  which  no  sensu- 
ous perception  is  possible,  Kant,  by 
his  analysis  of  Pure  Reason,  disco- 
vered other  conditions  of  our  know- 
ledge, the  so-cailed  Categories  of  the 
Intellect,  While  the  sensuaHstic 
school,  beginning  with  the  ordinary 
a  priori  of  experience,  looked  upon 
these  forms  of  thought  as  mere 
abstractions,  the  residue  or  shadow 
of  repeated  observations,  Kant 
made  it  clear  that  without  them  no 
experience,  not  even  the  lowest, 
would  be  possible,  and  that  there- 
fore they  could  not  themselves  be 
acquired  by  experience.  Grant,  he 
would  say,  that  we  have,  we  do  not 
know  how,  the  sensations  of  colour, 
sound,  taste,  smell,  or  touch.  They 
are  given,  and  we  jnust  accept 
them.  But  think  of  the  enormous 
difference  between  a  vibration  and 
a  sensation;  and  again  between  a 
succession  or  agglomeration  of  tho 
sensations  of  yellowness,  softness, 
sweetness,  and  roundness,  and  what 
we  mean  when  we  speak  of  an 
orange !  The  nerves  may  vibrate 
for  ever — what  would  that  be  to  us  P 
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The  sensations  mislit  msb  in  for 
ever  through  the  different  gates  of 
our  senses,  the  afferent  nerves 
might  deliver  them  to  one  central 
point,  yet  even  then  they  wonld 
remain  but  so  many  excitations  of 
nervous  action,  so  many  sensations, 
coming  and  going  at  pleasure,  but 
they  would  never  by  themselves 
alone  produce  in  us  the  perception 
of  an  orange.  The  common-sense 
view  of  the  matter  is  that  we  per- 
ceive all  these  sensations  together 
as  an  orange,  because  the  orange,  as 
such,  exists  without  us  as  something 
substantial,  and  the  qualities  of  yel- 
lowness, softness,  sweetness,  and 
roundness  are  inherent  in  it.  This 
is,  no  doubt,  very  unphilosophical, 
and  ignores  the  positive  fact  that 
all  that  we  have  consists  and  can 
consist  only  of  sensations  and 
phases  of  consciousness,  and  that 
nothing  can  ever  carry  us  beyond. 
Yet  there  is  this  foundation  of  truth 
in  the  common-sense  view,  that  it 
shows  our  utter  inability  of  per- 
ceiving any  sensations  without 
referring  them  to  something  sub- 
stantial which  causes  them,  and  is 
supposed  to  possess  all  those  qualities 
which  correspond  to  our  sensations. 
But  if  we  once  know  that  what  is 
given  us  consists  only  of  phases  of 
sensation,  whatever  their  origin 
may  be,  it  then  becomes  clear  that 
it  can  only  be  our  Self,  or  what- 
ever else  we  like  to  call  it,  which 
adds  all  the  rest,  and  does  this,  not 
consciously  or  dehberately,  but  of 
necessity,  and,  as  it  were,  in  the 
dark. 

We  cannot  receive  sensations 
without  at  once  referring  them  to  a 
substantial  cause.  To  say  that 
these  sensations  may  have  no  origin 
at  aU,  would  be  to  commit  an  out- 
rage against  ourselves.  And  why? 
Simply  because  our  mind  is  so  con- 


stituted that  to  doubt  whetlier  any- 
thing   phenomenal    had    a    cause 
would  be  a  logical  suicide.     Call  it 
what  you  like,  a  law,  a  necessity, 
an  unconscious  instinct,  a  categoiy 
of    the    understanding,   it   always 
remains  the  fault  of  our  Self,  that  it 
cannot  receive  sensations   without 
referring  them  to  a  substance  of 
which  they  are  supposed  to  tell  us 
the  attributes.^    Ajid  if  this  is  so, 
we  have  a  clear  right  to  say  with 
Kant,  that  that  without  which  even 
the  lowest  perception  of  an  object 
is  impossible  must  be  given,  and 
cannot  have  been  acquired  by  re- 
peated perception.     The  premiss  in 
this  argument,  viz.  that  what  we 
mean  by  cause  has  no  warrant  in 
the  Non-ego,  is  indeed  accepted,  not 
only  by  Kant,  but  also  by  Hume ; 
nay,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  on 
this  point  Kant  owed  very  much  to 
Hume's  scepticism.     Kant  has  no- 
thing to  say  against  Hume's  ali- 
mentation that  the  ideas  of  caux 
and  effect,  of  substance  and  quality, 
in  that  sense  in  which  we  use  them, 
are  not  found  in  actual  experience. 
But  while  Hume  proceed^  to  dis- 
card those  ideas  as  mere  illusions, 
Kant,  on  the  contrary,  reclaimed 
them  as   the    inevitable  forms  to 
which  all  phenomena  must  submit, 
if  they  are  to  be  phenomena,  if  they 
are  to  become  our  phenomena,  the 
perceptions  of  a  human  Self.    He 
established    their  truth,    or,  what 
with  him  is  the  same,  their  inevita- 
bility in  all  phenomenal  knowledge, 
and  by  showing  their  inapplicability 
to  any  but  phenomenal  knowledge, 
he  once  for  all  determined  the  limits 
of  what  is  knowable  and  what  is 
not. 

These  inevitable  forms  were  re- 
duced by  E[ant  to  twelve,  and  he 
arranged  them  systematically  in  his 
famous  Table  of  Categories  :— 


»  Cf.  Bacon,  Nov,  Org.  I.  41.  *  Omnes  perceptiones,  tarn  Sensus  quam  Mentis,  sunt 
ex  analogia  Hominis,  non  ex  analogia  uniyersi.  Estque  Intellectus  humanns  instar 
specali  inaeqnalis  ad  radios  rerom,  qui  suam  naturam  Naturae  rerum  immisceti  earn- 
qus  diatorquet  et  inficit! — ^Liebmaon,  Kant,  p.  48. 
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( 1 )  JJmty^  Plurality y  Universality  ; 

(2)  Affirmation^  Negation,  Limita- 

tion; 

(3)  Substantiality f  Ga/usaliiy,  Beci- 

jprocity; 

(4)  Possibility  J  Reality,  Necessity. 

There  is  no  tune,  I  am  afraid,  to 
examine  the  tme  character  of  these 
ci^egories  in  detail,  or  the  forms 
which  they  take  as  schemata.  What 
applies  to  one  applies  to  all,  viz. 
that  without  them  no  thought  is 
possible.  Take  the  categories  of 
quantity,  and  try  to  think  of  any- 
thing without  thinking  of  it  at  the 
same  time  as  one  or  many,  and 
you  win  find  it  is  impossible.  Na- 
ture does  not  count  for  us,  we  must 
count  ourselves,  and  the  talent  of 
counting  cannot  have  been  acquired 
by  counting,  any  more  than  a  stone 
acquires  the  talent  of  swimming 
by  being  thrown  into  the  water. 

Put  in  the  shortest  way,  I  should 
say  that  the  result  of  Kant's  analy- 
sis of  the  Categories  of  the  Under- 
standing is,  *  Nihil  est  in  sensu,  quod 
nonfueritin  intellectu,^  We  cannot 
perceive  any  object,  except  by  the 
aid  of  the  intellect. 

It  is  not  easy  to  give  in  a  few 
words  a  true  abstract  of  Kant's 
philosophy,  yet  if  we  wish  to  gain 
a  clear  view  of  the  progressive,  or, 
it  may  be,  retrogressive,  movement 
of  human  thought  fi:x)m  century  to 
century,  we  must  be  satisfied  with 
short  abstracts,  as  long  as  they  con- 
tain the  essence  of  each  system  of 
philosophy.  We  may  spend  years 
m  exploring  the  course  of  a  river, 
and  we  may  have  in  our  note-books 
8«curate  sketches  of  its  borders,  of 
every  nook  and  comer  through 
which  it  winds.  But  for  practical 
purposes  we  want  a  geographical 
^^p,  more  or  less  minute,  according 
to  Qie  extent  of  the  area  which  we 
™h  to  survey;  and  here  the 
meandering  outline  of  the  river 
must  vanish,  and  be  replaced  by  a 
Dold  line,  indicating  the  general 
direction  of  the  river  from  one  im- 


portant point  to  another,  and  no- 
thing else.  The  same  is  necessary 
if  we  draw,  either  for  our  own 
guidance  or  for  the  guidance  of 
others,  a  map  of  the  streams  of 
philosophic  thought.  Whole  pages, 
nay,  whole  volumes,  must  here  be 
represented  by  one  or  two  lines, 
and  all  that  is  essential  is  that  we 
should  not  lose  sight  of  the  salient 
points  in  each  system.  It  has  been 
said  that  every  system  of  philo- 
sophy lies  in  a  nutshell,  and  this  is 
particularly  true  of  great  and  deci- 
sive systems.  They  do  not  wander 
about  much ;  they  go  straight 
to  the  point.  What  is  really  cha- 
racteristic in  them  is  the  attitude 
which  the  philosopher  assumes  to- 
wards the  old  problems  of  the  world : 
that  attitude  once  understood,  and 
everything  else  follows  almost  by 
necessity.  In  the  philosophy  of  Kant 
two  strelams  of  philosophic  thought, 
which  had  been  running  in  sepa- 
rate beds  for  ages,  meet  for  the  first 
time,  and  we  can  clearly  discover 
in  his  system  the  gradual  mingling 
of  the  colours  of  Hume  and  Berke- 
ley. Turning  against  the  one-sided 
coarse  of  Hume's  philosophy,  Kant 
shows  that  there  is  something  in 
our  intellect  which  could  never  have 
been  supplied  by  mere  sensations ; 
taming  against  Berkeley,  he  shows 
that  there  is  something  in  our  sen- 
sations which  could  never  have  been 
supplied  by  mere  intellect.  He  main- 
tains that  Hume's  sensations  and 
Berkeley's  intellect  exist  for  each 
other,  depend  on  each  other,  pre- 
suppose each  other,  form  together  a 
whole  that  should  never  have  been 
torn  asunder.  And  he  likewise 
shows  that  the  two  factors  of  our 
knowledge,  the  matter  of  our  sensa- 
tions on  one  side,  and  their  form  on 
the  other,  are  correlative,  and  that 
any  attempt  at  using  the  forms  of 
our  intellect  on  anything  which 
transcends  the  limits  of  our  sensa- 
tions is  illegal.  Hence  his  ^Eimous 
saying,  Begriffe  ohne  Anschauwngen 
sind  leer,  Anschauwngen  ohne  Begriffe 
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sind  blind,  (*  Conceptions  without 
Intnitions  are  empty,  Intuitions 
without  Conceptions  are  blind.') 
This  last  protest  against  the  use 
of  the  categories  with  regard  to 
anything  not  supplied  by  the 
senses,  is  the  crowning  effort  of 
Elant's  philosophy,  but,  strange  to 
£ay,  it  is  a  protest  unheeded  by 
almost  aU  philosophers  who  follow 
After  E[ant.  To  my  mind  Kant's 
general  solution  of  the  problem 
which  divided  Hume  and  Berkeley 
is  perfect;  and  however  we  may 
criticise  the  exact  number  of  the 
inevitable  forms  of  thought,  hia 
Table  of  Categories  as  a  whole  will 
for  ever  remain  the  Magna  Charta 
of  true  philosophy. 

In  Grermany,  although  Slant's 
system  has  been'succeeded  by  other 
systems,  his  reply  to  Hume  has 
never  been  challenged  by  any  lead- 
ing philosopher.  It  has  been 
strengthened  rather  than  weaken- 
ed by  subsequent  systems  which, 
though  widely  differing  from  Kant 
in  their  metaphysical  conceptions, 
never  questioned  his  success  in 
vindicating  certain  ingredients  of 
our  knowledge  as  belonging  to 
mind;  not  to  matter ;  to  the  subject, 
not  to  the  object;  to  the  under- 
standing, not  to  sensation ;  to  the 
d  prior iy  not  to  experience.  They 
have  disregarded  Kant's  warning 
that  d  priori  laws  of  thought  must 
not  be  applied  to  anything  outside 
the  limits  of  sensuous  experience, 
but  they  have  never  questioned  the 
true  d  priori  character  of  those 
laws  themselves. 

Nor  can  it  be  said  that  in  France 
the  step  which  Kant  had  made 
in  advance  of  Hume  has  ever  been 
retraced  by  those  who  represent  in 
that  country  the  historical  progress 
of  philosophy.  One  French  philoso- 
pher only,  whose  position  is  in  many 
respects  anomalous,  Auguste  Comte, 
has  ventured  to  propose  a  system  of 
philosophy  in  which  Kant's  position 
is  not  indeed  refuted,  but  ignored. 
Comte  did  not  know  Kant's  philo- 


sophy, and  I  do  not  think  that  it 
will  be  ascribed  to  any  national 
prejudice  of  mine  if  I  consider  that 
this  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  ex- 
clude his  name  from  the  historical 
roll  of  philosophers.  I  should  say 
just  the  same  of  Kant  if  he  had 
written  in  ignorance  of  Locke  and 
Hume  and  Berkeley,  or  of  Spinoza 
if  he  had  ignored  the  works  of  Des- 
cartes, or  of  Aristotle  if  he  bad 
ignored  the  teaching  of  Plato. 

It  is  different,  however,  in  Eng- 
land.     Here    a    new     school     of 
British  philosophy  has  sprung  up, 
not    entirely  free,    perhaps,    from 
the  influence  of  Comte,  but   sup- 
ported    by    far    greater   learning, 
and   real    philosophical    power — a 
school  which  deliberately  denies  the 
correctness  of  Kant's  analysis,  and 
falls  back  in  the  main  on  the  posi- 
tion once  occupied  by  Locke    or 
Hume.   This  same  school  has  lately 
met  with  very  powerful  support  in 
Germany,  ana  it  might  seem  almost 
as  if  the  work  achieved  by  Kant  was 
at  last  to  be  undone  in  his  own 
country.       These  modem  philoso- 
phers do  not  ignore  Kant,  but  in 
returning  to  the  standpoint  of  Locke 
or  Hume,  they  distinctly  assert  that 
Kant  has  not  made  good  his  case, 
whether  in  his  analysis  of  the  two 
feeders   of  knowledge,  or   in    his 
admission    of  general  truths,   not 
attained  and  not  attainable  by  ex- 
perience.    The  law  of  causality  on 
which  the  whole  question  of  the  : 
d  'priori    conditions   of  knowledge 
may  be   said  to  hinge,  is  treated  I 
again,  as  it  was  by  Hume,  as  a  mere  | 
illusion,  produced  by  the  repeated 
succession  of  events ;  and  psycho- 
logical  analysis,    strengthened  by 
physiological  research,  is  called  in 
to  prove  that  mind  is  but  the  tran- 
sient outcome  of  matter,  that  the 
brain  secretes  thought  as  the  liver 
secretes  bile.     No  phosphorus,  no 
thought!    is  the  triumphant   war- 
cry  of  this  school. 

In  speaking  of  the  general  ten- 
dencies of  this  school  of  thought,  I 
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have    intentionallj    avoided   men- 
tioning any  names,  for  it  is  carions 
to    observe  that  hardly  any  two 
representatives  of  it  agree  even  on 
the  most  essential  points.     No  two 
names,   for  instance,   are    so    fre- 
quently quoted  together  as  repre- 
sentatives    of     modern     English 
thought,  as  Mr.  Stuart  Mill  and 
Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  yet  on  the 
most    critical   point  they   are    as 
diametrically  opposed  as  Hume  and 
Kant.     Mr.  Stuart  Mill  admits  no- 
thing a  priori  in  the  human  mind; 
he   stands  on  the  same  point  as 
Locke,  nay,  if  I  interpret  some  of 
his  paragraphs  rightly,  he  goes  as 
far  as  Hume.  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer, 
on  the  contrary,  fights  against  this 
view  of  the  human  intellect  with 
the  same  sharp  weapon  that  Kant 
had  used  against  them,  and  he  ar- 
rives, like  Elant,  at  the  conclusion 
that  there  is  in  the  human  mind, 
such    as    we  know  it,  something 
a  priori,   call  it    intuitions,    cate- 
gories,  innate  ideas  or  congenital 
dispositions,  something  at  all  events 
that  cannot  honestly  be  explained 
as    the    result    of  individual    ex- 
perience.    Whether  the  prehistoric 
genesis  of  these  congenital  dispo- 
sitions or  inherited  necessities  of 
thought,    as    suggested    by    Mr. 
Herbert  Spencer,  be  right  or  wrong, 
does  not  signify  for  the  purpose 
which  Kant  had  in  view.     In  ad- 
mitting that  there  is  something  in 
our  nund,  which  is  not  the  result 
'^  of  our  own  d  posteriori  experience, 
Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  is  a  thorough 
^Kantian,  and  we  shall  see  that  he 
is  a  Kantian  in  other  respects  too. 
If  it  could  be  proved  that  nervous 
modifications,    accumulated     from 
generation    to    generation,     could 
result  in    nervous  structures  that 
are  fixed«in  proportion  as  the  outer 
relations  to  which  they  answer  are 
fixed,    we,  as  followers  of  Kant, 
should  only  have  to  put  in  the  place 
of  Kajit's  intuitions  of  Space  and 


Time,  ^  the  constant  space  relations, 
expressed  in  definite  nervous  struc- 
tures, congenitally  framed  to  act  in 
definite  ways,  and  incapable  of 
acting  in  any  other  way.*  If  Mr. 
Herbert  Spencer  had  not  misunder- 
stood  the  exact  meaning  of  what 
Kant  calls  the  intuitions  of  Space 
and  Time,  he  would  have  perceived 
that,  barring  his  theory  of  the  pre- 
historic origin  of  these  intuitions,  he 
was  quite  at  one  with  Kant. 

Some  of  the  objections  which 
Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  urges  against 
Kant's  theory  of  innate  intuitions  of 
Space  and  Time  were  made  so  soon 
after  the  appearance  of  his  work, 
that  Kant  himself  was  still  able  to 
reply  to  them.*  Thus  he  explains 
himself  that  by  intuitions  he  does 
not  mean  anything  innate  in  the 
form  of  ready-made  ideas  or  images, 
but  merely  passive  states  or  recep- 
tivities of  the  Ego,  according  to 
which,  if  affected  in  certain  ways, 
it  has  certain  forms  in  which  it  re- 
presents these  affections,  and  that 
what  is  innate  is  not  the  represen- 
tation itself,  but  simply  the  first 
formal  cause  of  its  possibility.' 

Nor  do  I  think  that  Kant's 
view  of  causality,  as  one  of 
the  most  important  categories 
of  the  understanding,  has  been 
correctly  apprehended  by  his  Eng- 
lish critics.  All  the  arguments 
that  are  brought  forward  by  the 
living  followers  of  Hume,  in  order 
to  show  that  the  idea  of  cause  is 
not  an  innate  idea^  but  the  result 
of  repeated  observations,  and,  it 
may  be,  a  mere  illusion,  do  not  touch 
Kant  at  all.  He  moves  in  quite  a 
different  layer  of  thought.  That 
each  individual  becomes  conscious 
of  causality  by  experience  and  edu- 
cation, he  knows  as  well  as  the 
most  determined  follower  of  Hume  ; 
but  what  he  means  by  the  category 
of  causality  is  something  totally  dif- 
ferent. It  is  an  unoonscions  process 
which,  from  a  purely  psychological 


*  See  Dm  Unbevmtste,  p.  187,  Eant'e  Werke,  ed.  Boeenkranz,  B.  i,  pp.  445,  446. 
VOL.  Til. — NO.  XLI.      NSW  SERIES.  P  P 


Digitized  by 


Google 


540 


Lectures  on  Mr.  Darwin's  Philosophy  of  Language. 


[May 


point  of  view,  might  truly  be  called 
prehistorio.  So  ^ea  froia  being  the 
result  of  repeated  observations, 
Kant  shows  that  what  he  means  by 
the  category  of  causality  is  the 
sine  qud  non  of  the  simplest  percep- 
tion, and  that  without  it  we  might 
indeed  have  states  of  feeling,  but 
never  a  sensation  of  something^  an 
intuition  of  aTt^  object^  or  a  perception 
of  a  aubaianoe.  Were  we  to  accept 
the  theory  of  evolution  which  traces 
the  human  mind  back  to  the  inner 
life  of  a  mollusc,  we  should  even  then 
be  able  to  remain  EZantians,  in  so  iax 
as  it  would  be,  even  then,  the  cate- 
gory of  causality  that  works  in  the 
mollusc,  and  makes  it  extend  its  ten- 
tacles towards  the  crumb  of  bread 
which  has  touched  it,  and  has 
evoked  in  it  a  reflex  action,  a  grasp, 
ing  after  the  prey.  In  this  lowest 
form  of  animal  life,  therefore,  the 
category  of  causality,  if  we  may 
use  such  a  term,  would  show  it- 
self simply  as  conscious,  or,  at  all 
events,  as  no  longer  involuntary,  re- 
action ;  in  human  life,  it  shows  itself 
in  the  first  glance  of  recognition 
that  lights  up  the  infant*s  vacant 
stare. 

This  is  what  Kant  means  by  the 
category  of  causality,  and  no  new 
discoveries,  either  in  the  structure 
of  the  organs  of  sense  or  in  the 
working  of  the  mental  faculties, 
have  in  any  wav,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  invalidated  ms  conclusions  that 
that  category,  at  all  events,  what- 
ever we  may  think  of  the  others,  is 
d  priori  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

Among  German  philosophers  there 
is  none  so  free  from  what  are  called 
German  metaphysical  tendencies  as 
Schopenhauer,  yet  what  does  he  say 
of  Kant's  view  of  causality  ? 

'Sensation,'  he  says,  'is  some- 
thing essentially  subjective,  and  its 
changes  are  brought  to  our  cog- 
nisance in  the  form  of  the  internal 
sense  only,  therefore  in  time,  Le. 
in  succession.^    The  understandings 


through  a  form  belonging  to  ii  and 
to  it  alone,  viz.  the  form  of 
causality,  takes  hold  of  the  given 
sensations,  a  priori^  previous  to  aU 
experience  (for  experience  is  not 
yet  possible),  as  effects  which,  as 
such,  must  have  a  cause ;  and 
through  another  form  of  the  internal 
sense,  viz.  that  of  space,  which  \s 
likewise  pre-established  in  the  in- 
tellect, it  places  that  cause  outsidB 
the  organs  of  sense.'  And  again : 
*  As  the  visible  world  rises  before 
us  with  the  rising  of  the  sun,  the 
understanding,  by  its  one  simple 
i^ction  of  referring  all  effects  to  a 
cause,  changes  with  one  stroke  aH 
dnll  and  nnmeaning  sensations  into 
intuitions.  What  is  felt  by  the  eye, 
the  ear,  the  hand,  is  not  intuition, 
but  only  the  data  of  intuition. 
Only  by  the  step  which  the  under- 
standing makes  &om  effect  to  causey 
the  world  is  made,  as  intuition,  ex- 
tended in  space,  changing  in  form, 
permanent  m  substance ;  for  it  is 
the  understanding  which  combines 
Space  and  Time  in  the  conception 
of  matter,  that  is,  of  activity  or 
force.' 

Professor  Helmholtz,  again,  who 
has  analysed  the  external  apparabiB 
of  the  senses  more  minutely  ihan 
any  other  philosopher,  and  who,  in 
England,  and,  at  all  events,  in  thia 
Institution,  would  not  be  denied 
the  name  of  a  philosopher,  arrives, 
though  starting  from  a  diierent 
point,  at  identically  the  same  re- 
sult as  Schopenhauer. 

*■  It  is  clear,'  he  says,  '  that  start- 
ing with  the  world  of  our  sensa- 
tions, we  could  never  arrive  at  the 
conception  of  an  external  worid, 
except  by  admitting,  from  the 
changing  of  our  sensations,  the  ex- 
istence of  external  objects  as  the 
causes  of  change ;  though  it  is  per- 
fectly true  that,  after  the  conception 
of  such  objects  has  once  been 
formed,  we  are  hardly  aware  how 
we  came  to  have  this  conception; 


» Liebmann,  Objeetiver  Anbliok,  p.  114. 
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becanse  the  conclosion  is  so  self- 
evident  that  we  do  not  look  upon  it 
as  the  result  of  a  conclusion.  We 
must  admit,  therefore,  that  the  law 
of  cansaliiy,  by  which  from  an 
effect  we  infer  the  existence  of  a 
cause,  is  to  be  recognised  as  a  law 
of  owr  intdleci^  preceding  all  c»- 
perienee.  We  cannot  amve  at  any 
expenence  of  natural  objects  with- 
out having  the  law  of  causality 
aoting  within  us ;  it  is  impossible, 
therefore,  to  admit  that  ^is  law 
of  causality  is  derived  from  ex- 
perience.' 

Strengthened  by  such  support 
from  opposite  quarters,  we  may 
sum  up  Kant's  argument  in  favour 
of  the  transcendental  or  d  priori 
character  of  this  and  the  other 
categories  in  this  short  sentence : 

*  That  without  which  no  ex- 
perience, not  even  the  simplest  per- 
ception of  a  stone  or  a  tree,  is 
possible,  cannot  be  the  result  of  re- 
peated perceptions.' 

There  are  those  who  speak  of 
Kant's  philosophy  as  cloudy  German 
metaphysics,  but  I  doubt  whether 
they  nave  any  idea  of  the  real  cha- 
racter of  his  philosophy.  No  one 
had  dealt  such  heavy  blows  to  what 
is  meant  by  German  meti^hy- 
sics  as  Kant;  no  one  has  drawn 
BO  sharp  a  line  between  the  Know- 
able  and  the  Unknowable ;  no  one, 
1  believe,  at  the  present  critical 
moment,  deserves  such  careful  study 
as  Kant.  When  I  watch,  as  far  as 
I  am  able,  the  philosophical  contro- 
versies in  England  and  Germany,  1 
feel  very  strongly  how  much  might 
be  gained  on  both  sides  by  a  more 
frequent  exchange  of  thought. 
Philosophy  was  far  more  interna- 


tional in  the  days  of  Leibniz  and 
Newton,  and  again  in  the  days  of 
Kant  and  Hume ;  and  much  mental 
energy  seems  wasted  by  this  absence 
of  a  mutual  understanding  between 
the  leaders  of  philosophic  thought 
in  England,  Germany,  France,  and 
Italy.  It  is  painful  to  read  the 
sweeping  condemnation  of  Ger- 
man metaphysics,  and  still  more 
to  see  a  man  like  Kant  lectured 
like  a  schoolboy.  One  may  differ 
from  Kant,  as  one  diifors  from  Plato 
or  Aristotle,  but  those  who  know 
Kant's  writings,  and  the  influence 
which  he  has  exercised  on  the  his- 
tory of  philosophy,  would  always 
speak  of  him  with  respect. 

The  blame,  however,  does  not 
attach  to  the  English  side  only. 
There  are  many  philosophers  in 
Germany  who  think  that,  since  the 
days  of  Hume,  there  has  been  no 
philosophv  in  England,  and  who 
miagine  they  may  safely  ignore  the 
great  work  that  has  been  achieved 
by  the  living  representatives  of 
British  philosophy.  I  confess  that 
I  almost  shuddered  when  in  a  work 
by  an  eminent  German  professor 
of  Strassburg,  I  saw  the  most  ad- 
vanced thinker  of  England,  a  mind 
of  the  future  rather  than  of  the 
present,  spoken  of  as — aniedihman. 
That  antediluvian  philosopher  is 
Mr.  John  Stuart  Mill.  Antedilu- 
vian, however,  was  meant  only  for 
Ante-Kantian,  and  in  that  sense  Mr. 
Stuart  MiU  would  probably  gladly 
accept  the  name. 

Yet,  such  things  ought  not  to  be: 
if  nationality  must  stiS  narrow  our 
sympathies  in  other  spheres  of 
thought,  surely  philosopny  ought 
to  stand  on  a  loftier  pinnacle. 
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PEASANTRY  OF  THE  SOUTH  OF  ENGLAND. 
By  a  Wykehamist. 


THERE  were  kings  before  Aga- 
memnon, but  there  never  was 
a  president  of  a  labourers'  union 
before  Joseph  Arch,  for  which 
reason  we  must  say  a  word  about 
him,  in  the  great  toil  he  has  pro- 
posed to  himself,  viz.  to  travel 
through  England  till  every  labourer 
has  heard  of  the  Union  as  a  pro- 
posed  remedy  for  his  inadequate 
wages. 

Mr.  Arch  has  great  physical 
powers  of  voice  and  utterance,  and 
he  speaks  in  short,  terse,  Anglo- 
Saxon  sentences,  which  enable  him 
to  be  heard  at  a  great  distance. 
Whitefield,  it  was  said,  could  be 
heard  at  one  time  by  an  open-air 
meeting  of  thirty  thousand.  The 
writer  of  this  one  evening  last 
summer  was  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  a  spot  where  Joseph  Arch 
was  addressing  a  meeting  from  a 
waggon,  and  can  vouch  for  hav- 
ing caught  a  sentence  here  and 
there  of  his  address.  So  far 
as  we  have  read  his  speeches 
they  seem  temperate  and  to  the 
point ;  and  as  a  teetotaller  he  can 
speak  with  authority  on  the  possi- 
bility of  doing  hard  work  without 
beer  or  stimulants.  He  exhorts 
the  peasantry  to  make  their  cause 
strong  by  a  good  fund  for  defence, 
but  not  defiance  ;  he  repudiates  the 
idea  of  striking  for  wages  when  the 
hay  or  the  com  harvest  is  about. 
He  asks  'for  &ir  play  with  no 
abuse,  no  intimidation,  and  no  re- 
taliation, and  in  the  better  times 
which,  are  coming  (he  says  to 
his  fellow-workmen)  let  us  be 
temperate,  frugal,  and  united.'  He 
also  presses  strongly  upon  his  fol- 
lowers the  depadation  of  running 
to  the  relieving  officer  when  by 
chance  they  are  ^rown  out  of  work, 
or  of  going  to  the  workhouse  in 


old  age.  If  he  shall  persuade  men 
to  avoid  parish  relief  by  sobriety 
and  thrifty  who  shall  say  that  his 
mission  is  in  vain  ?  Hence  his 
biographer  argues :  *  From  Arch's 
work  the  farmers  have  everything 
to  gain.  Each  man  will  cost  them 
a  few  shillings  more  a  week,  but  as 
a  class  their  men,  being  better  fed, 
will  render  them  a  more  valuable 
service.  There  will  be  fewer  de- 
mands upon  them  as  ratepayers, 
since  there  will  be  less  of  that 
abject  pauperism  so  common  in 
,our  ruwd  districts.  Nor  is  it  at 
all  unlikely  that  the  greater  cost 
of  labour  will  lead  to  a  more  ge- 
neral adoption  of  machinery  and 
to  a  more  remunerative  class  of 
farming.*     {Life,  p.  80.) 

One  thing  we  must  notice  in 
starting.  It  is  repeated  over  and 
over  again  in  all  harangues  of  this 
kind,  that  farmers  should  pay  in 
money,  never  partly  in  beer.  But 
this  assumes  that  the  farmer  gives 
beer  in  unnecessary  quantities  and 
to  save  his  pocket.  This  is  far  from 
being  the  case.  It  is  no  easy  task 
to  provide  fresh  sweet  beer  for  a 
large  body  of  labourers  in  June 
and  August,  when  the  thermometer 
stands  high.  Then  there  is  nearly 
the  work  of  one  servant  to  draw 
and  fill  bottles  for  a  number  of 
men.  The  fiEirmer  does  it  at  the 
men's  importunate  request,  to  save 
journeys  to  the  public-house,  often 
a  long  walk  in  remote  farms,  alflo 
to  save  the  men  the  temptation  of 
stopping  at  the  beerhouses  when 
they  go  for  their  beer,  and  chiefly 
because  men  can  work  on  fann- 
house  beer  and  they  cannot  work 
on  the  stupefying  stuff  sold  as  malt 
liquor.  Home-brewed  beer  is 
seldom  to  be  found  now  in  the 
houses  of  the  upper  classes,  for  the 
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risk  of  spoiling  a  brewing  and  the 
waste,  besides  the  trouble  aod  ex- 
pense, hare  driven  housekeepers 
to  resort  to  the  brewer.  There  is 
the  same  risk,  waste,  and  expense  to 
the  farmer,  besides  the  trouble  of 
serving  out  the  beer.  If,  there- 
fore, he  provides  home-brewed  for 
his  labourers,  it  is  reasonable  to 
argue  that  he  does  it  from  good 
motives. 

The  biography  of  Joseph  Arch 
hardly  exhibits  him  in  so  good  a 
light  as  his  own  speeches  do.  He 
has  not  found  a  Boswell  in  the  com- 
piler of  his  memoirs.  The  third 
chapter  of  this  book  describes  the 
exit  of  Arch  the  elder  from  this 
world  in  these  words :  '  Fifty  years 
a  worker,  thirty  years  a  ratepayer, 
a  life's  saving  of  four  shillings  and 
sixpence,  a  choice  between  the 
workhouse  and  his  son's  poor  cot- 
tage, eighteenpence  a  week  and  a 
loaf  for  two  months — this  was  the 
life  story  of  Arch  senior.'  (P.  38.) 
In  the  next  chapter  (p.  43)  we  are 
told  *  Arch's  dwelling,  which  is  his 
own,  having  been  left  him  by  his 
mother,  is  a  plain,  unpretending 
house  at  Barford  near  Warwick ;  it 
is  somewhat  better  than  the  run  of 
village  houses.'  The  parish  is  con- 
sidered hard  upon  the  elder  Arch 
for  this  modicum  of  allowance  ;  but 
if  there  was  a  freehold  property  in 
the  shape  of  this  house  in  the  fa- 
mily, surely  the  guardian  of  the 
parish  of  Barford  was  right  in 
granting  but  a  little,  as  he  was 
dealing  with  oliier  people's  money; 
^d  it  is  not  clear  he  was  not 
breaking  the  poor  law  in  giving 
any  rehef  at  all.  If  Aifch  had  been 
*  larger  ratepayer,  probably  he 
would  have  thought  the  guardian 
lavish  in  his  expenditure. 

Arch  the  younger,  the  hero  of 
this  biography,  having  emerged 
from  crow-scaring  at  fourpence  a 
^y>  which  accounts  for  his  excel- 
lent lungs — ^the  exercise  of  Demos- 
thenes on  the  sea  shore  shouting  to 


the  waves  was  nothing  as  a*  prepa- 
ration for  oratory  compared  to  Arch 
shouting  at  the  Warwickshire  rooks 
— at  ten  years  old  was  promoted  to 
be  a  ploughboy.  If  the  description  of 
the  sorrows  of  the  future  President 
of  the  Union  while  driving  plough 
is  true,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that, 
much  as  he  abused  that  exciting 
but  somewhat  vociferous  amuse- 
ment of  crow  keeping,  he  now  de- 
voutly wished  himself  back  again 
at  it.  Hear  what  his  biographer 
relates :  *  Sometimes  the  lads  driv- 
ing plough  can  only  get  along  in  the 
heavy  soil  by  hanging  to  the  horse 
gear.  Arch  says,  many  a  time 
when  he  has  been  clinging  as  for 
life,  the  horse,  teased  by  some  in- 
sect, has  switched  his  tail  and 
caught  him  in  the  face  with  such 
force  as  to  wound  and  nearly  bUnd 
him.'  We  don't  blame  the  horse  ; 
for  having  a  plough  heavy  to  draw 
in  land  such  as  this  is  described, 
the  animal  had  a  notion  that  Master 
Arch  might  walk.  If  Arch  had  said 
to  the  horse,  in  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, '  CsBsarem  vehis '  —  *  You 
carry  the  President  and  founder  of 
the  National  Agricultural  Labourers' 
Union  ' — probably  the  horse  would 
have  behaved  better.  But  to  con- 
tinue. '  Now  and  then  the  stumb- 
ling, clinging  boy  will  drag  the  horse 
out  of  the  line,  and  so  endanger  the 
straightness  of  the  furrow ;  where- 
upon the  ploughman  will  hurl  a 
heavy  clod  at  him,  which  will  drive 
him  face  downwards  into  the  dirt, 
whence  he  will  rise  with  nose 
crushed,  or  eyes  blackened,  or 
mouth  and  cheeks  bruised  and 
bleeding.  Thus  at  least  Arch's 
ploughman  dealt  with  him.'  This 
certainly  lowers  one's  opinion  of 
the  working  man,  the  person  who 
in  other  places  is  described  as  the 
very  soul  of  nobleness  and  meek- 
ness. 

But  Arch  was  destined  to  sur- 
vive the  clod,  and  to  be  fined  17^. 
because  he  endangered  the  whole 


Digitized  by 


Google 


b4A 


Peasantry  of  the  Sonth  of  England. 


[May 


parish  by  refasiiig  to  have  the  Oo- 
venunent  orders  of  yacciiuttion 
carried  out  in  his  family. 

*More  recently  a  gentleman 
standing  high  in  the  county  sent 
for  Arch,  and  said,  "  WeU,  Joseph, 
I  have  been  thinking  you  xnigbt 
like  to  improve  jovr  condition. 
Ton  are  a  good  scholar,  yon  hare 
a  capital  knowledge  of  farming,  and 
as  a  bailiff  you  might  make  your 
aool.  a  year.  What  do  you  say  P  " 
*'  Well,  sir,  I  should  like  to  improve 
my  condition,  and  I  know  very 
well,  sir,  that  you  want  me  to  be 
bailiff  to  a  friend  of  yours.  But  I 
could  not  improve  my  condition  in 
that  way,  in  accordance  with  on© 
ortwo  principleswhic;h  I  hold  rather 
tight."  "  What  are  they,  Joseph  P  " 
"Well,  sir,  if  by  being  a  haiM  I 
should  have  to  crash  and  mnd  the 
men,  so  that  the  master  might  have 
more  money  out  of  the  estate,  I 
43ould  not  do  it." '  So  Joseph  was 
not  made  a  baUiff* 

What,  then,  does  this  book  teach 
of  the  prospects  of  the  agricultural 
labourer  P — that  they  are  hopeless  P 
No.  But  that  a  man,  by  nature 
obstinate,  may  refuse  to  accept  all 
the  opportunities  of  bettering  him- 
self which,  accordiug  to  this  biogra- 
phy>  have  been  contmually  turning 
up  for  Arch  in  spite  of  himself— may^ 
in  open  disregard  to  Parson  Malthus, 
marry  at  twenty  years  of  ago ;  yet 
still  shall  have  prosperity  thrust  on 
him  in  spite  of  all  this  to  such  an 
extent  that  he  shall  have  a  son, 
a  mere  bov,  already  a  colour 
sergeant,  a  oanehter  married  to  a 
respeotable  tradesman  (p.  54) — 
«haU  have  a  following  greater  than 
that  of  boUi  the  uracchi — shall 
have  his  ezp^ises  paid,  and  an  un*- 
limited  supply  of  the  cup  which 
cheers  but  not  inebriates,  and 
perhaps  end  by  having  a  statue 
erected  by  a  grateful  peasantry  to 
his  memoiy,  or  ^  be  made  into  a 
tract'  for  the  Primitive  Methodists. 
Instead  of -saying  the  labourer  is 


in  a  bad  way,  we  rise  from  the  con- 
templation of  this  book  with  the 
notion  that,  as  the  author  of  Qkx's 
Bcbbij  says,  *  To  the  able-bodied 
labouring  man  all  things  are  pos- 
sible.' 

That  much-enduring  person  *tiie 
labouring  man '  is  now  fairly  before 
the  public.  From  not  having  been 
thought  of  at  all,  as  his  advocates 
say  (which,  however,  may  he 
doubted),  he  is  now  likely  to  paas 
to  the  other  extreme,  and  become 
the  hero  of  the  day.  He  is  more 
talked  of  than  the  Queen  or  Prince 
of  Wales.  When  the  newspapers 
get  hold  of  a  man  now-a-days  his 
fortune  is  considered  to  be  made. 
The  newspapers  have  got  hold  of 
the  working  man  with  a  vengeance; 
and  as  if  to  be  got  hold  of  by  ihe 
newspapers  was  not  enough,  ihe 
working  man  has  got  hold  of  a 
newspaper.  The  Labcmreri  JMm 
Chronicle,  published  weekly  for  one 
penny,  circulates  larjgely  among 
Union  men.  In  a  vmage  in.  the 
South,  where  we  enquired  of  the 
local  secretary,  we  were  told  it 
circulated  five  dozen  copies  in  ft 
population  of  500.  Now  a  paper 
in  a  village  passes  from  hand  to 
hand,  and  therefore  has  much 
greater  influence  than  the  Telegraph 
or  Sicundard,  which  railway  travel- 
lers buy  and  leave  in  the  carriages. 
Nor  is  it  only  that  each*  copy  does 
so  much  service  in  this  kwd  of 
village  paper,  but  the  faith  of  vil- 
lage readers  is  so  strong.  It  does 
not  occur  to  the  illogical  mind  of 
Hodge  that  the  facts  may  prohaUy 
be  invented  and  the  reasonktg  fi^ 
or  that,  if  he  could  hear  the  other 
side  of  the  questions  argued,  he 
would  know  how  little  trust  i»tt> 
be  put  in  ex  parte  statemeAtSi  Bat 
he  believes  with  all  his  heart.  If 
he  were  told  that  a  squire  had 
roasted  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the 
Union,  and  a  •  parson  bad  -Kghted 
tfae'fire,  he  wefuld  beHeve^  i^^ '  It^ 
afiajringift  country  plaoeiv  *'ItiisMt 
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Iw  ime,   I  saw  it  in  the   news- 
paper/ 

fiodge  tiierefore  being  of  strong 
^th  and  a  gross  feeder,  the  food 
provided  for  him  is  strong  meat 
and  not  milk  for  babes,  He 
is  asked,  *  What  right  have  the 
aristooracy  to  the  land  ?'  which 
might  be  answered  in  a  rival  paper 
(suppose  Hodge  could  be  got  to 
tEike  one)  bj  a  series  of  articles  on 

*  What  nght  has  the  labourer  to 
Ids  pig  when  he  has  paid  for  it  P' 

•  W^t  right  has  the  labourer  to  the 
chairs  and  tables  his  father  lefl 
MmP'  The  labourer  therefore  grows 
warm  under  the  stimulants  pro- 
Tided  for  him  weekly ;  he  learns  to 
hate  England,  and  is  only  anxious 
to  shake  off  the  dust  of  his  feet  at 
the  door  of  all  the  squires  and  par- 
sons, and  to  set  out  for  Australia  or 
some  otiier  distant  place,  the  farther 
off  the  better,  where  he  imagines  he 
has  nothing  to  do  but  to  eat  colonial 
beef  steaks,  and  dwell  in  a  house 
with  a  spare  bedroom  for  each  of 
his  children,  forgetting  that  an 
industrious  man  can  live  in  E  ngland 
and  that  a  lazy  one  cannot  live  out 
of  it.  In  addition  to  the  papers 
getting  hold  of  Hodge,  a  Bishop  also 
has  got  hold  of  him,  and  we  know 
how  hopefully  Sydney  Smith  speaks 
of  any  work  in  which  a  Bishop  is 
concerned.  The  good  Bishop  Ellicott 
has  taken  hold  of  the  labouring  man, 
and  has  more  particularly  interested 
himself  in  the  political  agitators,  to 
whom  he  in  the  first  instance 
promised  a  coid  hath^  which  on  con- 
sideration he  changed  for  a  hot 
dinner  at  the  Palace  at  Gloucester. 
Macaalay,  writing  in  1 848,  says :  'In 
the  times  of  C^Eurles  the  Second 
pbilanthropists  did  not  yet  regard  it 
as  a  sacred  duty,  nor  had  dema- 
gogues yet  found  it  a  lucrative 
trt^e^  to  expatiate  pn  the  distress 
of  the  labourer.  The  press  now 
often  sends  forth  in  a  day  a  greater 
quantity  of  discussion  and  dedama- 
tioii'  about  .the  condition    of  the 


working  man  than  was  published 
during  the  twenty-eight  years 
which  elapsed  between  the  Restora- 
tion and  the  Revolution.' 

This  question,  which  Thomas 
Carlyle  twenty  years  ago  called 
•  People  of  England  question,'  has 
long  been  heaving  below  the  surface, 
and  it  is  as  well  it  should  come  out 
and  make  itself  heard.  It  was  not 
likely  that  the  peasantry  in  an  age 
of  reading  would  be  the  only  clfws 
to  be  silent  and  contented,  and  it 
needed  but  some  one  with  ready  wit 
and  speech  to  become  the  spokesman 
for  the  class.  Joseph  Arch,  like  a 
modem  Spartacus,  was  ready  as  the 
leader  of  another  servile  war.  He  has 
been  thirty  years  a  total  abstainer 
from  spirituous  liquors,  which  is  a 
great  vantage  ground  in  addressing 
men  whose  weakness  is  public-house 
beer.  Professional  lecturers  of  more 
or  less  fluency  are  stumping  the 
villages,  and  retired  mechanics,  who 
have  learnt  the  lore  of  strikes  and 
unions  when  working  in  towns, 
occasionally  become  the  centres  of 
gratherings  in  the  villages  where 
they  live.  In  Cambridgeshire  and 
in  other  places,  a  man  with  some 
cottages  to  let,  a  shopkeeper  anxious 
to  do  a  better  trade,  and  occasionally 
a  publican  ambitious  of  a  quick 
draught  on  his  barrels,  puts  on  the 
ill-fitting  garb  of  the  leader  and 
friend  of  the  poor.  Trades-unionism 
of  all  kinds  (including  unions  of 
agricultural  labourers)  is  yet  in  its 
infancy.  And  a  very  ugly  infant  it 
is.  No  doubt  the  first  spade  was  an 
awkward  tool  to  dig  with,  and  the 
first  plough  did  not  handle  lightly 
behind  horses.  But  all  things  are 
capable  of  improvement.  If  you  see 
a  dealer  offering  a  very  gaunt  pig,  he 
describes  it  as  a  very  improving  pig^ 
being  a  sort  of  implied  compliment 
to  the  keep  of  the  person  to  whom 
he  offers  it.  It  has  had  a  bad  cup- 
board, but  with  you  no  doubt  will 
be  well  fed  and  improve. 

We  inay  say  the  same  of*  unions ; ' 
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they  of  all  tilings  are  improvable. 
At  present  they  resemble  Folyphe- 
mus,  bellowing  in  his  cave  with  his 
sightless  eye. 

MoDstrum  hoirendum,  informe,  ingensi  cui 
lumen  ademptum. 

But  when  they  have  been  jostled 
and  probed  and  criticised,  they  will 
lose  their  angles  and  become  ronnd, 
like  stones  wnich  have  for  centuries 
been  the  sport  of  the  waves,  and 
are  become  smooth  pebbles. 

Combination  in  its  simple  form 
of  a  club  is  obviously  a  potent  force. 
In  a  London  club  a  man  of  moderate 
means  heis  laxnries  which  a  prince 
may  envy.  Co-operative  stores  are 
an  acknowledged  success.  Natui'ally 
therefore  it  is  to  a  club  in  some 
shape  that  weak  units  will  look  for 
the  solution  of  the  difl&culty  before 
us.  When  labourers  combine  against 
capital,  farmers  form  a  club  of  re- 
sistance— ^both  admit  the  principle. 
It  is  like  the  race  between  plate 
armour  on  ships  against  larger 
guns — each  improves — which  will 
ultimately  prove  the  stronger  ?  Pro- 
bably unions  will  be  better  ma- 
naged, and  see  their  true  interests, 
and  settle  down  as  normal  approved 
institutions,  in  less  time  than  it  took 
for  the  first  spade  to  become  a 
handy  instrument,  or  than  it  took 
to  develop  the  first  rough  idea  of  a 
plough  into  Howard's  or  Bansome's 
champion  plough.  No  one  can 
question  the  right  of  the  labourer  to 
form  himself  into  a  union  for  obtain- 
ing his  rights. 

Nor  is  there  any  sense  in  the 
reply  which  we  have  seen  put  forth : 
if  the  labourer  wanted  more  mooey 
why  did  he  not  ask  for  it  P  If  he 
had  asked  as  an  individual,  he  would 
not  have  got  a  hearing,  and  indeed 
few  farmers  (however  well  disposed) 
woald  have  liked  to  take  the 
initiative  in  a  rise  of  wages.  It 
would  have  been  a  very  unpopular 
thing  to  do.  Nor  is  it  clear  that 
as  a  general  rule  farmer^  are  in 


a  position  to  pay  more  wages, 
unless  they  can  make  fewer  men  da 
the  work.  The  peasantry  of  England 
therefore  are  very  much  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  schoolfellows  of  the  big* 
boy  who,  standing  overa  hamper  of 
cakes  and  oranges,  said,  '  Now,  then, 
those  who  ash  shall  not  have ;  those 
who  don't  ask  cannot  want,'  This  ii 
how  the  case  stands.  *  The  labourer 
aforetime  had  not  asked  for  a  rise  in 
wages,  therefore  he  could  not  want.'- 
Now  we  are  told  that  *  the  labourer 
is  a  complaining  party,  therefore  he- 
shall  not  have.' 

Farmers  have  formed  Chambers 
of  Agriculture,  with  a  Central 
Chamber  in  London,  to  discuss  the 
things  which  affect  them.  They 
enlarge  on  the  evils  of  over-pre- 
serving game,  the  advantage  of 
tenant  right,  and  payment  of  oat- 
going  tenants  for  improvemenis, 
the  wisdom  of  the  clauses  in  the 
Holkham  lease,  and  other  things  at 
their  fancy.  Clearly,  therrfore, 
they  have  stopped  their  own  mouths 
from  saying  to  the  labourers,  when 
they  form  a  Union,  *  It  is  wrong  to 
combine  for  the  redress  of  griev- 
ances.' 

There  may  be,  however,  great 
reason  in  the  &rmer  claiming  to 
himself  a  discretion  about  employ- 
ing Unionists,  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  a  member  of  a  union  has,  to  a 
certain  extent,  sold  his  freedom  by 
subscribing  to  a  society,  and  becom- 
ing a  member  of  that  society,  which 
professes  to  lay  down  a  course  of 
action  for  him.  This  tyranny  has 
been  abundantly  exemplified  in  the 
strike  of  the  colliers  of  Wales.  If 
a  labourers'  union  was  strong 
enough  to  make  men  strike  con- 
trary to  their  wishes  (as  the  Union 
of  the  colliers  has  done),  a  farmer, 
in  hiring  a  Unionist,  would  not  be 
hiring  a  free  agent.  Men  who  talk 
most  of  liberty  are  those  who  sell 
themselves  first  for  slaves.  |I 
should  like  to  join  the  Union,  sir, 
if  you  have  no  objectioD.    Not  that 
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I  shall  ever  leave  you,  and  I  am 
quite  satisfied  with  my  place;  but 
you  might  die,  or  give  up  farming, 
and  then  I  should  be  in  the  awk- 
ward position  of  not  belonging  to 
a  Union  which  would  prohibit  its 
members  from  working  vrith  non- 
union men.'  This  was  said  last 
snmmer  by  a  labourer  to  his  master. 
To  whom  the  fisuiner  replied,  *But, 
if  jou  join  the  Union  to-night  (as 
you  propose),  you  will  be  the  only 
man  out  of  twenty  on  this  farm  who 
will  he  a  ITnionist.  Then,  suppose, 
to-morrow,  the  other  nineteen  say, 
"  We  non-Union  men  cannot  work 
with  you,  you  must  go  elsewhere;" 
would  not  that  be  tyranny?  And 
yet  would  it  not  be  literally  carrying 
out  the  principles  of  what  you  call 
freedom  ?  '     He  was  silent. 

Everyone  is  anxious  to  put  money 
into  the  labourer's  pocket,  if  it  can 
be  done  without  taking  it,  in  an  un- 
&ir  proportion,  out  of  some  one 
else's  pocket. 

1.  We  want  to  see  clearly  the 
labourer's  position. 

2.  The  farmer's  real  position. 

3.  The  landlord's  real  position. 
If  the  land  has  to  keep  these 

three  people,  in  their  several  states 
of  life,  in  order  for  either  of  the 
three  to  have  more  than  he  now  has, 
two  must  give  up  something,  un- 
less, indeed,  the  lajid  can  be  made 
so  much  more  productive  that  the 
&nner  can  pay  mi  equat  rent^  and 
more  ioages,  without  being  a  loser, 
or  that,  by  two  lahov/rers  doing,  when 
better  paid  and  better  fed,  the  work 
of  three,  wages  may  be  increased,  by 
fewer  hands  being  required  to  till 
the  land.  This  appears  to  be  the 
question  before  us— let  us  try  to 
answer  it  faithfully  and  fully. 

Krst  let  us  see  that  we  have  be- 
fore us  a  fair  specimen  of  the  honest, 
fittthful  labourer,  having  long  lived 
under  one  master,  who  does  not 
tzeat  him  as  a  mere  machine.  There 
^  thank  God,  hundreds  of  such 
'"^  and  hundreds  of  such  masters. 
There  are  greedy  masters,  who  pinch 


their  men  to  the  lowest,  and  stop 
short  days  and  wet  days— more 
shame  to  them !  There  are  also 
servants  who  cannot  be  trusted 
out  of  sight  for  a  moment,  who, 
if  they  are  at  day  work,  loiter 
away  their  time,  and  if  they  are  at 
task  work,  scamp  the  jobs — more 
shame  to  them !  But  these  are 
the  exceptions,  not  the  rule.  To 
say  there  are  such  of  both — masters 
and  men — is  only  to  say  that 
human  nature  wants  mending, 
which  nobody  denies.  The  ten- 
dency of  an  agitation  like  that  of 
the  past  year,  is  to  pick  out  a  few 
specimens  of  the  most  degrading 
kind  of  masters,  and  to  bring  them, 
on  platforms  and  in  speeches,  before 
the  world  as  if  they  were  average 
specimens  of  their  kind.  In  this 
way  some  lean  Hodge,  serving  under 
a  bad  master,  is  put  into  the 
frontispiece  of  this  story  of  woe,  as 
Oliver  Twist,  with  his  basin  and 
spoon,  is  put  into  the  frontispiece 
of  the  immortal  fiction  of  Dickens, 
as  if  he  were  a  fair  specimen  of  a 
workhouse  boy. 

Let  us  avoid  this  scarecrow, 
tatterdemalion  Hodge,  who  is  only 
a  caricature  of  his  race,  and  bring 
forward  the  true,  respected,  cheer- 
ful labourer — his  country^ s  pride. 

The  great  trick  by  which  false 
and  unreal  Hodges  are  introduced 
in  declamations  on  the  woes  of  the 
peasantry,  is  by  the  suppressio  veri. 
The  proverb  justly  says,  *  Half  the 
truth  is  the  greatest  lie.'  Which  we 
may  illustrate  in  this  way:  An 
easy,  kind-hearted  squire  gave  to  a 
poor  man  a  pig.  After  a  few 
months  he  met  the  labourer,  and 
said,  *  I  hope  the  pig  I  gave  you  is 
going  on  well  ?'  To  whom  the 
labourer,  indulging  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  part  of  the  truth,  replied,  *  I 
am  very  sorry  to  say,  sir,  the  pig 
you  so  kindly  gave  me  is  dead ;'  but 
he  might  have  added, '  and  the  bacon 
is  up  the  chimney  drying,*  but  that 
would  have  spoilt  his  hopes  of 
another  pig. 
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We  are  (be  it  remembered) 
speaking  chiefly  of  the  southern 
counties  of  England.  As  yon  tra-; 
vel  from  Kent,  westtrard,  through 
Dorsetshire  and  Deronshire,  we  are 
told  the  wages  decrease.  If  Kent 
is  fairly  put  at  128.  or  14^.  a  week, 
Dorsetshire  and  Devonshire  may 
be  said  to  possess  the  unenviable 
reputation  of  giving  10s,  or  gs. 
But  as  the  peasantry  seem  to  be  as 
well  dressed  and  as  well  fed,  and 
their  cottages  as  comfortable,  in  the 
west  as  in  the  east,  there  must  be 
some  counteracting  influences  at 
work.  We  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  that  question,  but  to  take 
Hampshire  for  our  standard. 
Hampshire  is  the  centre  in  geogra- 
phical position  on  the  south  coast, 
and  is  reported,  as  to  its  wages,  to 
be  a  medium  between  Kent  and 
Dorsetshire. 

Now,  how  can  we  best  arrive  at 
what  the  wages  really  are  of  an 
able-bodied  agricultural  labourer? 
What  the  earnings  of  a  family? 
What  the  variation  between  day 
work  and  piece  work  ? 

These  foots  may  be  come  at  partly 
by  asking  what  are  the  wages  of 
railway  porters,  of  police  con- 
stables, and  putting  the  wages  of 
the  labourer  somewhat  lower.  In 
the  same  way  Lord  Macaulay, 
speaking  of  the  year  1685,  formed 
an  estimate  of  the  wages  of  the 
peasant,  by  ascertaining  the  pay 
and  beer  money  of  a  private  in  a 
regiment  of  the  line  at  that  time. 
But  from  the  wage  books  of  two 
or  three  feir  employers  of  labour, 
we  can  come^t  the  exact  earnings 
of  men  in  a  certain  district,  and  it 
may  be  supposed  that  other  districts 
do  not  mateiially  differ.  For  the 
wage  of  a  coun^  is  tolerably  uni* 
form;  and  if  some  farmers  were 
willing  to  raise  the  price' of  weekly 
labour,  it  would  be  an  invidious  and 
unpopular  task  to  take  in  hand. 

Three  years  •  ago  ft  paper  was 
Tead  before  the  HaMs  Chamber 'of 


Agriculture  on  the  earnings  of  tbe 
labourer ;  and  in  the  debate  which 
ensued,  several  large  employers  of 
farm  labour  produced  their  wage 
books,  in  which  it  appeared  tiit 
(including  harvest  exiitis)  the  able- 
bodied  man's  wage  was  an  average 
of  165.  a  week. 

Thus  much  of  the  individna]. 
The  next  question  is,  taking  the 
average  of  several  largo  families,  bow 
many  members  of  that  family  bring 
in  money  on  Saturday  night  ?  It  is 
often  stated  loosely  on  platforms, 
that  a  family  of  ten  chydren  has 
hard  work  to  exist  on  lo^.  a  week, 
which  is  all  the  father  earns; 
that  if  you  deduct  for  rent  and 
fuel,  each  individual  has  to  exist 
on  about  a  penny  farthing  a  day. 
But  however  rapid  the  increase  of 
labourers'  children,  there  cannot  be 
ten  children  who  are  all  a  dead 
weight  at  one  time  on  the  father's 
earnings.  As  £ftmilies  increase,  so 
do  the  wages  of  the  family  in- 
crease. Lads  go  out  as  plough- 
boys  very  early ;  and  if  they  bring 
only  28.  6d,  or  3*.  a  week,  it  is 
a  great  increase  to  the  weekly 
haul.  One  little  boy  who  earned 
38.  a  week  was  described  graphically 
by  his  Mher  in  these  words — *  He 
earns  the  rent  and  finds  the  fuel' 
So  that  if  there  are  two  or  tliree 
boys  earning  perhaps  3».,  5*.,  Ss. 
each  per  week  respectively,  a  large 
family,  to  a  certain  extent,  rights 
itself  as  it  grows.  The  wages  of 
the  very  poor  will  be  injured  by  an 
Act  which  compels  boys  to  remain 
in  school  to  a  given  age ;  ttie  deduc- 
tion of  the  little  ploughboy  at 
28.  6d.  from  the  weekly  earnings 
will  be  severely  felt.  Nor  do  the 
fieirmers  like  it;  for  the  oiher  day 
an  old-£rishioned  smock  frt>ck  &nner 
said,  pointing  to  a  first-lass  school 
in  a  country  distpict,  whioh  by  ite 
good  educationf  induced  boys  to 
stay  longer  a^  school,  •  No-  pkmgli" 
hojn  to  hegab^t  hM-^vrown  ii#w ; 
them  sehobhi  wiH  be  the  tuin  xstV 
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Trfdng,  then,  twenty  cases  from 
a  wage  book,  we  find  one  ease  of 
a  flftOA  t»  toork^  wife  tn  worh^  hav- 
in^  no  young  cbildren,  four  boyi 
in  work,  two  driving  a  steam 
plough,  one  at  each  engine,  and 
ihe  other  two  at  work  on  a  farm 
at  9^.  a  week  and  harvest  wages ; 
^te  boys  managing  the  two  steam 
engines  which  dnve  the  steam 
plough  have  io«.  a  week,  and  per* 
haps  3(2.  an  acre.  The  united  eam^ 
ings  of  this  family,  therefore,  would 
astosiish  anyone  who  worked  out 
the  figures.  But  we  only  quote 
this  as  a  &vourable  case,  although 
it  has  not  arisen  from  any  extra- 
ordinary circumstances^  Except 
that  tho  father  is  strong,  the  mother 
strong,  these  four  boys,  the  only 
cbildren  of  their  parents,  all  doing 
well,  and  all  Uving  at  home,  there 
is  nothing  out  of  the  way,  as  they 
hve  in  the  village  where  they  were 
bom,  and  have  no  advantages 
of  education.  Wo  quote  this  to 
show  that  there  is  hope  yet  for  the 
agricultural  labourer  by  thrift ;  the 
boys  in  the  family  are  single,  and 
are  saving  half  their  wages.  Of 
course,  they  may  at  any  time  settle 
and  have  families,  and  get  back  to 
the  old  story  of  a  large  family  and 
short  keep.  Even  now,  of  course, 
if  they  all  earn  as  men  they  eat  as 
meti;  and,  in  fact,  this  ought, 
perhaps,  to  be  spoken  of  as  a 
fiumber  of  households,  not  one,  as 
the  boys  pay  their  mother  so  much 
for  their  keep.  But  we  give  the 
&ota,  honestly,  for  what  they  are 
worth. 

We  find  next  several  cases  where 
the  father  and  one  big  boy,  or  two 
small  boys,  bring  in  about  a  guinea 
a  week,  the  mother  earning  ooca* 
sionally  something.  Besides  this, 
there  is  harvest  for  man  and 
boys^  and  a  good  meal  for  all  at 
hay«  and  oom  harvest.  •  The  meal 
eeiMBsts  of  what  an  old^fiLrmer 
ealls  the  natural  food  of  the  la- 
borer—  the    three     B's,     home- 


cured  bacon,  home-made  bread, 
home-brewed  beer,  and  there  are 
many  things  worse  than  the  three 
B's.  The  incomes  of  these  families 
may  be  stated  to  be  6ol,  per  annum, 
and  no  house  rent  to  pay. 

In  several  other  oases  some* 
what  similar  to  the  above,  the  man 
is  not  a  carter,  and  therefore  he 
has  a  smidl  rent  to  pay.  But  then, 
as  he  and  his  boys  are  on  piece 
work  from  the  end  of  April  to  the 
end  of  October,  he  earns  consi- 
derably more  than  da/y  poA/.  The 
only  objection  to  piece  work  is 
that  the  carters  and  shepherds,  who 
have  the  extra  hours  and  the  Sun- 
days, do  not  get  so  good  a  chance 
as  the  other  men.  But  this  may 
be  obviated  by  allowing  the  carters 
and  shepherds,  if  they  have  not 
an  allotment,  to  do  some  turnip 
hoeing,  or  other  work,  after  they 
have  done  their  day's  work.  Why 
should  not  a  carter,  by  getting  his 
horses  into  the  field  of  a  summer 
morning  by  five  o'clock  before  the 
flies  are  busy,  have  done  his  acre's 
ploughing  by  two  o'clock — or  even 
earlier — and  earn  some  money  at 
task  work?  Our  readers  may  per- 
hi^  say.  What  jobs  are  there 
which  can  be  done  by  task  work 
in  these  counties  ?  We  reply. 
There  is  a  regular  sucoossiou,  which 
seldom  fails.  Bark  stripping  to 
begin  with,  at  which  men  often  earn 
iZ.  5«.  a  week;  aah  burning,  done 
by  the  hundred  bushels — if  fine  a 
man  can  earn  (at  4s.  6d.  a  hundred) 
perhaps  30^.  a  week  ;  pea  hoeing ; 
hay  harvest ;  and  between  that  and 
com  harvest,  turnip  and  mangold 
hoeing;  seed  vetches  and  peas  to 
out;  after  harvest  storing  roots,  4^0. 

There  are  cases,  of  course,  in  the 
beginning  of  a  man's  married  lifo, 
where  he  may  have  .four,  or  fiv? 
children,  and  no  bread  winnw  but 
the  fiEither— the  wife  unable  to 
leave  the  ohildrea  to  earn  anything 
T-r-these  are,  o£  coarse,  caaesof  haivU 
sbip.    But  without  wishing  to  say  Jk 
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word  against  early  marriage,  would 
not  the  cnrates,  the  young  barristers, 
the  clerks  in  London,  be  equally 
poor  and  distressed,  if  it  were  the 
rule  with  them,  as  it  is  with  the 
peasantry,  to  marry  a  girl  of 
eighteen  without  a  shilling,  they 
themselves  being  about  twenty  and 
also  without  a  shilling  P  If  the 
present  agitation  wakes  up  the 
thinking  powers  of  the  peasant,  we 
may  reasonably  hope  that  in  another 
generation  young  labourers  will  be 
more  thrifty,  and  such  as  to  place 
themselves  in  an  independent  posi- 
tion before  taking  a  wife.  As  the 
labourer  is  able  to  keep  a  wife  on 
his  wages,  he  could,  by  remaining 
single  a  few  years,  clearly  save 
considerably,  and  as  he  generally 
marries  a  maid-servant,  who  could 
also,  on  the  wages  that  are  paid 
now-a-days,  save  also  something 
considerable,  they  might,  by  post- 
poning the  wedding-day  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
reasonably  have  put  forty  or  fifty 
pounds  into  a  savings  bank.  In- 
stead of  that,  the  girl  has  put  her 
wages  on  her  back  and  head,  the 
man  has  put  his  down  his  throat 
to  help  the  malt  tax.  They  start 
with  no  furniture  and  one  week  in 
debt  at  the  village  shop,  and  (as 
credit  has  to  be  paid  for  like  any 
other  commodity)  there  is  nothing 
which  takes  twenty  per  cent,  off  an 
income  like  a  village  shop-book — 
there  is  nothing  wluch  realises  the 
Scriptural  idea  so  forcibly,  that 
'  Unto  him  that  hath  shall  be  given, 
unto  him  that  hath  not  shall  be 
taken  away  that  which  he  seemeth 
to  have.'  While  the  rich  man,  by 
bujdng  largely  and  for  ready  money, 
gets  a  large  saving  in  his  chest  of 
tea,  the  poor  man,  by  having  to  solicit 
credit,  gets  tied  to  one  shop  and 
takes  home  his  ounce  of  tea  of  bad 
quaUty  weighed  out  in  thick  paper. 
The  benefit  of  even  one  pound  saved 
to  start  with,  and  the  consequent 
independence    which     this     gives. 


having  the  week's  outlay  in  hand, 
in  the  choice  of  a  shop,  to  the 
thrifty,  those  only  can  tell  who 
have  lived  in  contact  with  the  la- 
bourer in  his  every-day  cares  and 
sorrows. 

The  articles  which  the  labourer 
has  to  purchase  have  risen  by  the 
foolish  tyranny  of  the  trades'  union, 
working  on  the  same  principles 
which  the  labourers'  unions  are 
desirous  to  copy.  Coal  and  fiiel 
are  dearer,  iron  goods  are  dearer, 
shoes  are  dearer,  and  shoes  are  a 
chief  article  to  ploughmen  and 
ploughboys  who  walk  sixteen  miles 
a  day  over  rough  ground.  Bat 
clothing,  though  not  wearing  so 
well,  is  not  much  dearer  ;  bacon  is 
only  the  usual  price,  as  pigs  have 
been  selling  for  6d.  a  pound,  not- 
withstanding the  rise  in  beef  and 
mutton ;  and  tea  and  sugar  (part  of 
a  Liberal  Ministry's  untaxed  break- 
fast table)  are  cheaper  than  they 
used  to  be.  Bread,  the  main 
commodity,  is  a  trifle  above  the 
average,  but  not  in  proportion  to 
the  demands  of  labourers. 

"We  give  one  specimen  of  the 
way  in  which  cases  of  hardship  are 
manufactured  for  declamations  and 
newspaper  articles. 

In  the  Labourers'  Union  ChronicU 
of  November  9,  1872,  No.  12, 
in  an  article  headed  *  Notes  by  the 
General  Secretary,'  we  have  the 
case  of  Louis  Humphrey  stated. 
He  was  one  of  300  labourers  who 
emigrated  to  Queensland  through 
the  agency  of  the  Union.  He  is 
described  as  ha^dng  eight  children 
and  a  wife  to  support  on  1 3#.  a  week. 
This  was  noticed  by  his  employer, 
W.  B.  Tomes,  of  Western  Sands, 
Stratford-on-Avon,  in  BeWs  Weekly 
Messenger,  a  farmers'  paper,  in 
the  early  part  of  January  of  this 
year.  His  total  earnings  turn  out 
from  the  wage  book  to  be  equid  to 
60Z.  iSs,  id.  in  the  year,  besides 
which  his  wife  and  children  for 
two  months  had  parish  relief  and 
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medical  advice  gratis.  Bat  how 
about  the  eight  children  ?  When 
his  wife  died  in  the  early  part  of 
1872,  he  married  a  young  woman 
with  three  illegitimate  children. 
He  was  not  a  reliable  servant  at  any 
time,  but  grew  more  and  more 
careless  after  he  joined  the  Union, 
took  more  frequently  to  the  public- 
bouse,  and  ran  in  debt  at  shops 
where  he  could  get  trust.  As  the 
Secretary  of  the  Union  says,  *  What 
could  he  do  but  emigrate  P  He  has 
done  the  best  thing  the  poor  fellow 
could.'  Certainly  both  for  himself 
and  his  late  master,  to  whom  he  was 
shepherd,  and  perhaps  for  the 
sheep  also,  not  to  mention  the 
young  woman  with  the  three  illegi- 
timate children. 

In  opposition  to  the  over-drawn 
pictures  of  rags  and  poverty  which 
the    Labourers'      Union     Vhronicle 
and  the  speeches  made    by  paid 
lecturers  have  brought  before  us, 
there  could  be  drawn  other  pictures 
widely    different.      Of  the  father, 
with  his  decent  cottage  and  large 
garden,  with  a  pig  in  the  sty  and 
another  on  the  shelf,  his  wife  per- 
haps taking  in  washing  or  going 
out  to  work   charing    or   in    the 
fields,  one  or  two  boys  at  work,  the 
others  receiving  a  first-rate  edu- 
cation for  a  penny  a  week :    the 
elder  boys  all  dressed  in  nice  cloth 
on  Sunday,  with  smart  ties  of  all 
colours  and   billycock    hats;    the 
girls  all  in  service  or  looking  out 
for  service,  and,  in  fact,  according 
to  their  status  in  life,  far  less  un- 
^  appearance  to  be  kept  up  than 
there  is  by  the  poor  eovemess  or 
the  fortuneless,  patromess  curate. 
And  all  this  notwithstanding  that 
the  father  and  mother  mated   (as 
the  poor  say)  when  they  were  mere 
l)oj8  and  girls,  and  did  their  best 
to  set  at  nought  Parson  MaJthus 
on  population    and    the    ordinary 
laws  of  pohtical  economy. 

Without  doubt  there  are   cases 
of  distress  :  what  portion  of   the 


community  is  without  them  ?  Some 
there  are  who  end  their  days 
by  an  occasional  job  at  stone- 
breaking  on  the  roads,  and  have 
before  them  no  haven  but  the 
workhouse  and  the  grave.  How 
much  of  this  is  their  own  fault,  it 
would  be  a  long  story  to  describe  ; 
in  some  few  cases,  perhaps,  it 
may  be  ill  luck  or  destiny; 
but  it  is  generally  traceable  to 
improvidence,  drink,  laziness,  or 
incivility.  Guardians  of  the  poor 
in  country  parishes,  and  who  are 
up  to  their  work  in  knowing  the 
details  of  every  case,  and  the  causes 
which  lead  to  applications  for  relief, 
would  do  a  great  deal  towards  the 
solution  of  these  questions  if  they 
could  but  record  their  experience. 

We  believe,  then,  that  though  the 
labourer  is  poor — and  one  would 
gladly  welcome  any  feasible  plan  for 
improving  his  wages — yet,  in  pro- 
portion to  his  station  and  what  is 
expected  of  him,  he  is  not  in  the  de- 
grading state  of  destitution  which 
agitators  make  out.  They  describe 
him  as  being  ill-housed,  clothed  in 
rags,  and  unable  to  do  a  fair  day's 
work  from  insufficient  food,  without 
anything  to  vary  the  monotony  of 
a  hfe  passed  in  the  bottom  of  a  wet 
ditch  or  drain,  and  without  hope 
except  in  the  workhouse  or  the 
churchyard. 

He  no  more  necessarily  is  in  such 
work  as  ditch  cleaning  or  wet 
drainage  always,  than  a  sportsman 
is  always  wet  through  in  a  snipe 
bog;  he  is  found  indoor  work  in 
bams  in  wet  weather. 

As  to  the  monotony  of  his  life 
and  its  having  nothing  cheering 
about  it,  how  is  this  ?  Compare 
him  in  the  ever- varying  round  of 
the  seasons,  watcmng  while  he 
works  the  co- working  of  nature  in 
the  perfecting  the  fruits  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom.  One  time  in 
peae,  another  in  beans,  then  in 
clover,  in  sandfem,  in  tnfolium, 
in  com,  in  roots.    If  these  are  the 
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things  to  snperintend  and  watch, 
which  make  the  life  of  farmers  so 
mnch  to  be  envied,  why  should 
they  make  the  life  of  labourers 
other  than  happy  P  True,  the 
farmer  sees  his  own  gain  in  the 
well-doing  and  growth. of  crops, 
but  is  the  labourer  to  have  no  sym- 
pathy  with  the  work  because  he  has 
no  direct  profit  from  it  ?  We  be- 
lieve, speaking  from  daily  expe- 
rience, that  the  labourer  does  enter 
into  it  and  enjoy  it ;  else  why  the 
use  of  the  word  we  instead  of  you? 
*  We  shall  get  the  prize  with  these 
here  ewes,  I  do  believe,  this  year,* 
said  a  shepherd.  And  a  few  weeks 
before,  the  carter  said,  *  You  don't 
mind  my  putting  these  here  ribbons 
on  to  our  horses  when  I  goes  to 
market  ?  Our  four  chestnuts  be  just 
admired,  I  can  tell  you.' 

Compare  the  labourer's  life  with 
the  collier's,  or  the  factory  work- 
er's, or  the  iron  smelter's.  Then 
thwe  are  the  rise  and  welfare  of 
a  man's  own  children,  the  interest 
he  takes  in  his  own  pig  or  his 
garden.  Perhaps  there  is  a  village 
lending  library,  or  at  all  events 
what  Mr.  Disraeli  calls  the  ines* 
timable  blessings  of  a  halfpenny 
paper. 

Nor  is  hope  wanting :  men  who 
see  their  fellows  rising  to  be  drill- 
men,  to  work  a  steam  plough,  to  be 
foremen  on  off-lying  &rm8y  have  no 
reason  to  despair. 

Many  agencies  are  at  work  for 
bettering  the  poor  man's  condition. 
The  licensing  Act  seeks  to  n:iake 
him  more  sober,  the  Post  Office 
Savings  Bank  more  thrifty,  the 
Education  Bill  a  better  scholar.  The 
private  sympathy  of  individuals 
does  and  ever  will  do  more  than 
Acts  of  Parliament,  however  wise  j 
and  the  resident  squire  and  his 
family,  and  the  resident  pastor  and 
his  family,  do  more  for  the  poor 
man  than  the  world  generally  is 
ready  to  admit.  The  Ldbourera* 
Umon  Ohronicle  defeats  its  own  ends 
with  the  most   intelligent  of  the 


peasantry,  because  men  who  have 
felt  the  kindness  of  resident  gentiy 
are  slow  to  believe  the  indiscri- 
minate abuse  of  squires  and  pmsons 
with  which  this  paper  is  seasoned. 
The  dead  level  of  small  holdings, 
held  up  in  this  paper,  by  a  sub- 
division of  property,  would  learc 
the  labourers  in  a  far  worse  condition 
than  they  are  now,  and  would  plant 
in  England  the  evils  which  have 
been  the  curse  of  Ireland.  Letereiy 
man  be  true  to  himself,  and  we  see 
no  fear  for  the  ftiture  of  the  agricnl- 
tural  labourer.  He  can  help  him- 
self better  than  charity  can  help 
him.  Samaritanism  is  very  good  for 
the  man  fallen  on  by  robbers  and 
left  half  dead  by  the  wayside,  bnt  it 
will  not  take  the  place  of  self-help 
with  the  sound  and  ^ble-bodied. 
Charity  is  only  the  workhouse  sys- 
tem under  other  names.  *  Oharitj 
creates  much  of  the  misery  it  relieves, 
but  it  does  not  relieve  all  the  misery 
it  creates,* 

We  must  consider  the  fermer's 
real  position.  It  is  said,  with  corn 
selling  well — wheat  at  64s,  a  q^a^ 
ter,  iStrley  at  46s.  the  quarter,  and 
beef  and  mutton  at  a  shilling  a 
pound,  the  farmer  must  be  doing  so 
well  that  he  can  afford  to  raise  his 
wages  thirty  per  cent.  If  this  pic- 
ture which  the  consumer  draws 
were  true,  we  admit  that  the  fenner 
might  and  ought  to  do  so. 

Wo  except  from  this  discuBsion 
the  grass  land  farmer,  who  is  doing 
weU,  no  doubt,  to  a  certain  extent, 
owing  to  the  rise  in  cheese  and  hut- 
ter,  provided  his  dairy  and  oxen 
have  escaped  the  disease;  bnt  we 
except  him  for  this  reason,  that 
the  dairyman  and  the  grazier  hate 
very  little  to  do  with  labourers.  A 
man  and  his  wife  and  a  boycanlook 
after  a  dairy,  and  therefore  it  is  with 
the  arable  land  former  that  we  have 
to  do.  Hence  people  say,  *  If  wages 
rise,  we  must  put  down  onr  fields  to 
grass.' 

The  arable  farmer  is  ahnoet  the 
sole  employer  of  labour.    The  ques- 
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tion  therefore  is,  have  times  been 
good  for  the  plough  land  oocnpants  ? 
In  the  discnssion  in  the  House  on 
Mr.  Clare  Sewell  Bead's  motion  for 
a  Select  Committee  to  enquire  iQto 
'  The  Contagious  Diseases  ( AnimaJs) 
Act,'  much  was  said  which  the 
public  did  not  know  before,  though 
fimners  did  know  it  well.  Now 
lookback  through  the  last  decade  of 
jears.  In  1865  there  was  the  de- 
stractive  murrain.  In  1868  there 
was  a  fear^l  drought,  all  the  haj 
and  all  the  roots  perished,  and  the 
sheep-breeders  were  obliged  to  sell 
their  breeding  ewes,  which  other- 
wise would  have  died  of  starvation. 
The  last  two  years  herds  and  flocks 
have  been  ravaged  by  two  epizootic 
diseases,  pleuromonia  (a  sort  of  ra- 
pid and  most  infectious  disease,  like 
consmnption  in  human  beings,  only 
that  it  kills  in  a  few  days),  and  foot 
and  mouth  disease,  which  draws 
animals  up  in  a  heap,  and  though  it 
does  not  generally  affect  life,  yet 
dries  up  &e  milk  of  dairy  cows, 
takes  3^.  a  head  in  a  few  days  off 
fatting  oxen,  and  io«.  a  head  off 
sheep.  If  one  sheep  has  it,  it  takes 
perhaps  a  month  to  go  through  a 
flock,  and  then  leaves  them  a  set  of 
skeletons.  Nor  is  the  healing  art 
of  the  Veterinary  College  able  to  find 
any  remedy— Professors  Spooner 
and  Gfamgee,  like  the  veterinary 
surgeons  of  Virgil's  time,  are  use- 
less. 

Cessere  magietri, 
l*liillyrides  Chiron,  Amythaoniusque  Me- 
lampus.  (Gtorgic  ilL  550.) 

These  diseases  have  recurred  of 
late  years  so  frequently  that  they 
have  shaken  the  faith  of  breeders ; 
and  ae  stock  is  so  expensive  in  con- 
sequence of  the  breeding  flocks 
being  done  away  with  from  the 
short  keep  of  1866,  few  people 
We  the  confidence  they  had  in 
deeding.  As  Iambs  are  killed  in 
gieat  abundance  at  three  months 
old,  and  as  sheep  are  slaughtered 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  months  old 


— owing  to  the  demands  of  an  in- 
creasing wealthy  population  re^ 
quiring  meat  at  a  shilling  a  pound 
— so  it  has  come  to  pass  that  stock 
is  dear  and  scarce.  But  though 
this  proves  national  wealth  it  does 
not  necessarily  show  that  the  far- 
mers are  doing  well.  If  a  man 
sells  his  mutton  at  a  shilling  instead 
of  sixpence  or  sevenpence,  yet,  if 
he  has  to  give  fifteenpence  a  pound 
or  even  eighteenpence  a  pound  for 
lean  stock,  sheep  or  lambs,  it  is 
obvious  the  farmer  may  be  taking 
immense  sums,  but  still  be  making 
but  a  very  moderate  profit.  There 
is  something  to  be  said  in  reply 
about  breeders  of  lambs.  If  a  man 
breeds  his  own  stock  and  sells  it  at 
a  shilling  a  pound,  surely  he  must 
be  doing  well  ?  And  if  a  breeder 
of  sheep  has  fortunately  been  able 
to  keep  his  stock  through  tlie  years 
of  drought  and  scarcity,  no  doubt 
the  turn  has  come  for  him^  if  he 
has  escaped  the  diseases  which 
overwm  tiie  whole  South  district 
last  year.  If  a  man  has  to  give 
300?.  for  a  hundred  stock  ewes,  for 
which  he  used  to  give  only  150Z.,  it 
is  true  he  mav  turn  300^.  by  his 
lambs  and  wool  for  the  year.  This 
shuts  out  the  small  farmers,  who 
have  not  capital  to  buy  sheep. 
They  give  their  root  crops  to  dealers 
and  men  who  have  large  flocks,  and 
are  glad  even  so  to  get  them  fed 
off  rather  than  go  to  the  trouble  of 
chopping  them  up  and  ploughing 
them  in.  This  drives  the  profit 
into  few  hands,  and  the  big  fish 
swallow  up  the  small.  A  man,  then, 
who  knows  a  neighbourhood  can 
form  a  just  opinion  as  to  whether 
feomers  are  doing  well.  If  he  sees 
men  chopping  up  fields  of  turnips, 
he  may  presume  it  is  not  because 
choppers  are  oheap^  but  because 
sheep  are  dear^  and  the  absence  of 
stock  to  consume  crops  is  b>  proof 
that  farmers  have  not  the  money 
to  make  the  most  of  their  produce. 
I^  therefore,  crops  are  wasted,  and 
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the  most  that  can  be  made  of  tbem 
is  not  made,  owing  to  what  we  have 
said,  and  the  expenses  on  land  going 
on,  we  may  fairly  say  that  plough- 
land  farmers  of  small  holdings  are 
doing  badly.  Ask  the  land  agents, 
ask  the  country  bankers,  ask  land- 
lords  who  have  small  arable  land 
farms,  and  they  will  tell  you  the 
same.  Ask  the  Secretary  of  the 
Boyal  Benevolent  Agricultural 
Society  how  many  applications 
there  are  from  broken-np  farmers, 
besides  the  500  now  on  the  books, 
and  you  will  find  this  corroborated. 

The  wealth  of  the  country  is  in- 
creasing— ^not  only  the  upper,  but 
the  artisan  classes  are  accustomed 
to  live  on  joints  of  fresh  meat — 
hence  the  price  of  beef,  mutton,  and 
veal  is  a  shilling,  while  pork  is  only 
sixpence  a  pound  ;  and  if  you  offer 
to  sell  such  bacon  pigs  as  our  fore- 
fathers used  to  rejoice  in,  the  pork 
butcher  politely  says,  *  Nothing  over 
100  pounds  weight— people  won't 
buy  fat  pigs  now — no  one*  ever 
thinks  of  eating  anything  half  so 
coarse  now,  sir.* 

Then  having  got  thus  far  with 
the  small  arable  farmer — ^how  about 
his  outgoings?  He  pays  tithes — 
now  tithes  are  up  many  per  cent, 
above  the  100— by  a  rise  in  wheat 
of  late  years.  Perhaps,  then,  this 
rise  in  wheat  has  helped  him ;  no, 
there  have  been  heavy  blights — this 
year,  even  on  well-farmed  land,  the 
ears  were  only  half  filled  and  the 
crop  was  deficient  by  more  than 
one-third.  Four  sacks  and  three 
sacks  were  often  spoken  of  as  the 
yield. 

Then  historians  tell  us  that  the 
original  intention  of  tithes  in  their 
integrity  was  a  tripartite  partition — 
one  third  to  the  pastor,  one  third  for 
education,  one  third  for  the  poor — 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  matter 
of  fact,  before  the  Reformation,  the 
monasteries  and  almonries  did  so 
use  the  tenths.  Now  the  farmer 
has  to  pay  tithes  which  the  pastor 
claims  as  his  own,  and  is  asked  for 


another  large  sum  for  poor  rates, 
and  will  be  again  for  a  third  sum 
for  rate  schools ;  the  landlord  in 
all  such  rates  and  county  rates  &c. 
paying  only  on  his  nouse  and 
grounds,  the  tenant  being  taxed 
over  the  farm  he  holds.  So  that  it 
may  happen  that  a  large  landowner 
is  really  very  little  concerned  about 
rates,  though  in  theory  it  depreci- 
ates his  property.  After  a  while  a 
road  rate,  on  the  abolition  of  turn- 
pike gates,  will  come  also  amongst 
the  tenant's  payments. 

Most  arable  farmers  on  small 
holdings  have  gone  into  their  farms 
with  what  even  when  stock  was  low 
was  an  insufficient  capital.  This 
capital  has  been  clipped  by  bad 
years,  blights  and  cattle  diseases. 
If  it  costs  three  pounds  to  buy  a 
stock  ewe  instead  of  thirty  shillings, 
a  capital  of  fifteen  pounds  an  acre  is 
required  to  take  a  farm  and  work  it 
properly.  When  it  was  said  ten 
pounds  an  acre  was  a  sufficient  capi- 
tal,  many  people  took  farms  with 
about  half  this ;  clearly,  therefore, 
bad  times  have  found  out  their  weak 
point,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that 
many  small  farmers  are  worse  off 
than  their  labourers.  K  we  assume, 
then,  that  a  man's  wages  are  about 
twenty  per  cent,  above  his  rent, 
reckoning  wages  as  in  times  past, 
a  small  farmer  with  150I.  rent  in 
plough  land  has  180I.  to  find  for 
wages. 

Our  conclusion  therefore  is,  that 
the  majority  of  arable  farmers  are 
not  in  a  position  to  give  more  wages 
weekly  to  their  men  unless  they 
can  get  fewer  men  to  do  the  work. 

It  is  quite  the  fact  that  here  and 
there  firaiers  drive  their  carriages 
and  mix  in  expensive  society ;  hot 
these  are  the  exceptions — such 
people  have  private  means,  or  have 
gone  into  good  farms  with  such  a 
heavy  capital — say  2o,ooo2. — ^that 
seasons  have  not  affected  them, 
they  have  been  able  to  average  the 
good  against  the  bad  seasons.  And 
^  men  of  these  means  had  invested 
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iheir  large  capital  in  other  things, 
aaj  in  breweries  or  the  Manchester 
trade,  they  might  have  been  entitled 
to  a  deer  park  or  a  ffroose  moor. 
It  is  only  in  Warwickshire  that 
rapid  fortunes  are  made  by  the  very 
Binall  formers.  Hear  what  Mr.  Arch 
told  a  labourers'  meeting  last  year : 

*  I  remember  some  few  years  a») 
a  farmer  came  into  my  own  neigh« 
bonrhood  and  entered  npon  a  farm 
with  a  capital  of  200I.,  as  he  told 
me  himself.  Daring  the  first  fire 
years  he  had  bonght  himself  a 
fine  hunting  horse.  I  said  to  him, 
^I  should  judge  that  hunter  you 
hare  bought  is  worth  i$oL  Now 
if  you  commenced  business  with 
tool,  how  is  it  that  you  could  buy 
that  hunter  P  "  '     (Life,  p.  19.) 

In  a  future  paper  we  will  discuss 
the  various  remedies  whichhave  been 
proposed  —  co-operatiye  farming, 
allotments,  cow  runs,  piece  work, 
and  many  other  things — which, 
though  neither  of  them  will  work  in 
all  cases,  or  can  be  considered  a 
specific  to  cure  the  insufficient  in- 
comes of  the  peasantry,  yet  each 
may  do  something ;  and  by  a  long 
pull,  a  strong  puU,  and  a  pull  all  to- 
gether, 'the  people  of  England's 
condition,'  as  Carlyle  calls  it,  may 
not  be  suffered  to  remain  in  its 
present  state,  but  may  see  better 
times.  This  upheaving  of  the  lower 
strata  of  socieiy,  like  the  upheavings 
of  an  earthquake,  cannot  leave  the 
world  exactly  as  it  was  before.  It 
behoves  the  middle  and  upper 
classes  so  to  study  the  nature  and 
protect  the  rights  of  the  cottier, 
that  he  shall  of  his  own  accord  say 
to  the  agitator,  *  I  do  not  want  you 
— ^your  occupation  is  gone — I  am 
satisfied.' 

The  question  of  the  agricultural 
labourer,  much  as  it  presses  upon 
us  now  for  a  solution,  will  become 
more  pressing  as  population  i/iu 
creases.  The  farmer  cannot  do  all, 
though  he  can  do  much.  Let  it  be 
remembered  that  many  masters  do 
now  keep  on,  in  the  winter  months, 
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more  hands  than  they  require  for 
their  actual  staff,  and  this,  though  it 
maybe  done  from  expediency  in  part, 
must  not  be  overlooked.  Many 
farmers  have  said  yery  practically 
to  the  men  something  of  this  sort, 
'  I  have  only  a  certain  sum  to  spend 
in  labour:  if  you  want  more  per 
week  in  the  summer,  there  will  be 
less  to  divide  amongstyou  in  winter ; 
or  if  you  want  more  wages  all  the 
year  round  (as  I  have  only  such  a 
margin  between  expeiisesduidL  lining^ 
that  you  can  have,  without  making 
me  a  bankrupt),  you  must  divide 
what  there  is  amongst  a  smaller 
number.  If  ten  can  do  the  work  of 
twelve,  then  by  all  means  do  it  and 
take  the  wages  of  twelve.*  And  by 
a  judicious  system  of  piece  worl^ 
applied  to  all  things  to  which  it  is 
applicable,  much  can  be  done  in 
this  way.  It  is  hard  upon  the 
carters  and  shepherds,  as  you  can- 
not pay  them  by  the  acre,  or  the 
rod ;  if  you  did,  the  carter  would 
soon  kill  his  horses,  ploughing  two 
acres  a  day  instead  of  one,  and 
the  shepherds  would  soon  run  the 
hurdles  over  a  field  of  turnips  and 
surfeit  your  sheep.  But  we  have 
shown  how — and  it  is  our  own  plan, 
practised  for  many  years  —  this 
may  be  obviated,  by  letting  piece 
work  to  carter  and  shepherd,  say 
a  bit  of  turnip  hoeing  close  to 
his  cottage  after  he  has  done  his 
day's  work;  or  by  giving  him 
a  few  rods  of  ground  close  to 
his  cottage  to  cultivate,  which  on  a 
lar^e  plough  £a.rm  would  be  only  a 
trimng  sacrifice,  and  would  restore 
the  balance  between  him  and  the 
other  men  who  were  going  ahead 
by  piece  work.  Some  few  masters 
are  so  niggardly  that  they  begrudge 
paying  a  man  on  Saturday  night  a 
large  sum,  even  though  he  has 
earned  it  by  task  work.  They  say, 
•This  comes  heavy  upon  me  on 
Saturday  nights,  I  cannot  stand  it ;' 
but  if  the  result  be  looked  at,  it  is 
in  the  farmer's  favour,  because  if 
he  has  ten  acres  of  turnips  to  set 
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oat,  and  they  are  ready,  tbe  sooner 
it  is  done  the  better.  And  if  fewer 
men  can  perform  the  work  and  get 
over  the  field,  he  will  have  fewer 
hands  to  provide  for  in  winter. 
Bat  this  requires  reason,  and  some 
men  have  not  the  facaliy  of  reason- 
ing. They  look  at  the  cash  passing 
out  of  the  pocket,  and  they  feel  it 
like  having  a  tooth  drawn. 

Still,  sapposing  masters  to  co- 
operate well  with  men  in  setting  to 
work  on  a  good  system  of  piece 
work,  and  the  result  was  that/etrar 
men  did  the  work,  then  the  old  and 
feeble  would  be  driven  out  of  work. 
A  certain  number  of  people  live  in 
aviUage  or  on  an  estate,  and  they 
must  be  all  employed.  Here,  there- 
fore, unless  other  agencies  come  to 
hand,  we  are  on  the  horns  of  a  di- 
lemma. 

We  believe  most  thoroughly  that 
land  is  only  half  farmed.  If  every 
man  who  had  400  acres  was  driven 
to  spend  the  same  money  on  200, 
and  the  200  acre  man  driven  to 
1 00  acres,  they  would  all  do  better. 
If  so  much  rent  and  so  much 
tithe  and  taxes  is  to  be  paid 
on  every  acre,  the  most  ought 
to  be  made  off  each  acre.  But  this 
is  difficult  in  practice,  because  it 
is  hard  to  turn  out  old  tenants ;  and 
if  you  did,  could  another  race  be 
got  with  double  or  treble  the  ca- 
pital to  take  the  farms  ?  A  farmer 
naturally  holds  on  to  the  last,  be- 
cause no  one  is  so  notoriously  unfit 
for  any  other  profession  as  a  broken- 
down  farmer.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  average  of  small  plough 
laud  farmers  cannot  show  a  capital 
of  five  pounds  per  acre;  and  it  is 
equally  certain  that,  to  make  the 
most  of  the  land  at  the  present 
price  of  stock,  they  ought  to  have 
12Z.  or  15?. 

A  Bill  is  before  the  House,  intro- 
duced in  a  very  practical  manner 
by  Mr.  James  Howard,  having  for 
its  object  a  better  relation  between 
landlord  and  tenant.  It  is  argued, 
if  men  had  better  security  by  leases 


(which  are  to  bo  made  transferable) 
and  compensation  for  all  improve- 
ments— in  fact)  a  sort  of  tenant 
right — they  would  invest  money 
more  freely  in  land,  and  no  donbt 
they  would.  The  only  difficulty 
we  have  always  seen  in  the  prac- 
tical working  of  any  such  measure, 
comes  on  the  lancUmL's  side  of  the 
question.  If  the  tenant  had  infinite 
security  to  give,  the  question  wonld 
be  fiedr  on  both  sides.  But  suppose 
the  case  (not  an  uncommon  one)  of 
an  unsatisfactory,  spendthrift  tenant 
getting  hold  of  a  farm  for  twenty- 
one  years  ;  the  landlord  then  has 
parted  with  his  estate  for  that  term 
of  years,  and  in  fact  might  as  well 
not  be  the  possessor  of  it,  as  he 
could  ^t  better  interest  in  other 
securities. 

But,  fancying  lajid  as  a  secnrify, 
a  gentleman  buys  an  estate.  He 
grants  leases  of  twenty-one  years  to 
abody  of  tenants — ^leases,  remember, 
which  they  oan  dispose  of  to  other 
tenants,  so  that,  if  the  fkst  series  of 
tenants  are  good  and  moneyed  men, 
the  second  may  possibly  not  be  so. 
At  the  end  of  a  term  ^f  years  the 
leases  &Xl  in ;  if  the  land  is  im- 
proved, the  landlord  has  to  pay,  or, 
what  is  the  same  thing,  find  another 
tenant  who  will  pay,  for  the  im- 
provements. But  suppose  the  re- 
verse to  be  the  case — ^the  knd 
worked  out  and  the  tenant  in  diffi- 
culties. Who  is  to  make  up  the 
compensating  money  to  the  hmd- 
lord  P  And  if  this  is  so,  is  it  not  a 
fEiat  and  loose  agreement?  Is  it 
not  a  tenant  right  without  a  landbrd 
right? 

We  look,  however,  for  some  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulties  in  this 
measure  from  the  very  practical 
men  in  whose  hands  it  is  admi^g 
and  holding  most  firmly  the  princi- 
ple that  security  for  outlay  would 
induce  men  to  fi»rm  more  expen- 
sively. A  good  measure  of  this  sort, 
when  it  had  become  universallv  the 
law  of  the  country,  would  let  loose 
capital  into  the  soil— just  as  vitriol 
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poured  on  bone  lets  loose  the  phos- 
phates. This,  no  doubt,  will  act 
beneficially  to  the  poor  man's  in- 
terest— ^in  a  better  style  of  farming 
it  is  to  be  hoped  the  crumbs  of  the 
rich  man's  tie^ble  will  fall  to  the 
labourer,  and  an  improved  sys- 
tem of  husbandry  will  elevate  the 
social  status  and  the  income  of  the 
cottager. 

Those  *  who  are  not  in  the  ring,^ 
meanwhile,  have  a  very  small  notion 
(if  indeed  any  notion  at  all) 
of  the  proportion  wages  on  an 
arable  fartn  ought  to  bear  to  the 
other  expenses  of  that  farm.  We 
have  oftin  asked  this  question  of 
intelligent  men,  who  on  most 
points  are  well  informed,  men  who 
live  in  the  country,  landlords  who 
have  tenants,  and  most  people  say, 
*  I  never  thought  on  the  subject — I 
have  no  notion  ;'  others  say,  *  Half 
the  rent,'  or  *  A  quarter  of  the  rent.' 
This  shows  how  little  right  out- 
siders, who  are  not  concerned  in  the 
matter,  have  to  dictate  what  tenant 
fanners  ought  to  do.  You  often 
hear  it  said,  *  Why  don't  they  give 
the  poor  fellows  who  work  for  them 
more  ?  What  would  it  hurt  them  to 
raise  tbe  wages  three  or  four  shil- 
lings a  week  ?  '  This  is  rather 
like  Sydney  Smith's  illustration  of 
charity.  A  says  to  B,  *  Don't  you 
observe  C  has  no  fuel  ?  Ask  D  to 
give  him  some.' 

But  if  a  practical  man,  answering 
one  who  gives  this  sort  of  advice  to 
a  third  party,  explains  that  on  a 
farm  wholly  arable  (if  well  done) 
the  wages  come  to  twenty  per  cent, 
more  &an  the  rent  (so  that  if  a 
man's  rent  is  200I.  his  wages  would 
be  fairly  estimated  at  240^.  per  an- 
num), then  the  original  speaker 
says,  *  Very  likely  it  is  so,  alttiough 
I  should  not  have  thought  it.  Of 
course  that  makes  a  difference — the 
case  wants  consideration.' 

If  it  is  shown  him  further  that 
the  very  small  farmers  (the  twenty 
or  thirty  acre  men)  are  worse  off 
than  the  labourers,  and  that  the 


arable  formers,  except  the  verj^ 
large  flock  masters,  are  with  diffi- 
culty able  to  raise  the  money  to 
meet  the  Saturday  nights,  even  on 
the  present  scale  of  wages,  then  he 
says,  *  The  landlord,  then,  must  re- 
duce the  rent ;  if  the  teTiant  cannot 
help  ihelohoureTf  some  one  else  must 
— ^tne  landlord  must.'  There  is  too 
much  disparity  between  the  very 
rich  and  the  very  poor;  the 
front  wheel  of  society's  coach  has 
run  away  from  the  hind  one.  Why, 
if  the  millionaire  were  to  shake  off 
tyrant  fashion,  and  dispense  with 
only  the  entries  at  his  dinner,  he 
would  enjoy  his  dinner  a  great  deal 
more ;  his  cook  would  be  in  better 
temper,  and  come  to  him  for  less 
wages ;  the  people  who  dined  with 
him  would  feel  that  there  was  some 
chance  of  enjoying  the  turkey  and 
the  joint ;  and  his  neighbours  m  the 
classes  beneath  (who  owe  debts,  like 
Mrs.  Mardle,  to  the  lower  circles  of 
society)  would  say,  *  Well,  we  will 
not  make  ourselves  miserable  all 
the  rest  of  the  week  by  eating 
warmed-up  entries,  for  if  the  Duke 
of  Omnium  does  not  consider  them 
necessary,-  then  they  are  not  neces- 
sary, and  wo  will  give  our  parties 
without  entries.' 

To  this  wo  have  very  little  to  re- 
ply. The  sumptuary  laws  of  Ed- 
ward the  Third,  which  limited 
meals  on  ordinary  days  to  two  courses 
and  on  festivals  to  three  courses — 
passed  by  the  nobility  and  great 
men  of  that  age  —  show  at  least 
how  fashion  dared  in  those  ages  to 
speak  up  for  Spartan  simplicity  of 
diet. 

Yet  it  must  be  stated  that  under 
large  territorial  proprietors  and 
public  bodies,  farms  are  likely  to  be 
more  easily  rented  than  under  small 
holders,  who  have  to  keep  their  own 
place  in  the  social  scale  by  making 
the  utmost  of  their  moderate  pro- 
perties. There  are  more  tenants 
than  farms,  and  hence  farms  fetch 
a  high  price,  because  the  tenants 
who  want  farms  can  turn  their  hands 
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to  nottuDg  else  tban  fiirmiiig,  and 
80  are  obliged  to  bid  against  each 
other  whenever  a  vacancy  occnrs. 
Yet  even  if  farms  were  let  by  tender^ 
a  still  higher  price  might  in  many 
cases  be  obtained,  because  a  greater 
competition  would  be  brought  to 
bear.  But  this  is  not  good  policy, 
for  the  highest  bidder  may  often 
be  far  from  the  best  £Eurmer,  and 
evil  consequences  naturally  follow 
upon  an  osteite  which  is  over-rented. 
Ab  rent  goes  up,  so  do  rates — for 
assessments  are  from  time  to  time 
made  with  increased  severity  upon 
improved  property — and  rent  is  the 
chief  basis  from  which  assessors 
derive  the  data  on  which  to  form 
their  new  calculation  of  the  value  of 
an  estate  or  farm. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
those  who  seek  the  cheerM  out- 
door life  of  agriculture  are  an  in- 
creasing body.  The  younger  sons 
of  great  proprietors,  now  that  farm- 
ing is  admitted  to  be  raised  by 
science  out  of  the  mire  of  vulgar 
pursuits,  are  finding  it  a  more 
suitable  pursuit  thfui  the  risk  of 
earning  a  livelihood  in  the  learned 
professions.  What  Cicero  said  of 
old  is  now  admitted :  '  AgriculturU 
nihil  suavius,  nihil  libero  homine 
dignius.'  And  what  wonder  ?  Com- 
pare the  man  who  toils  within  the 
narrow  confines  of  an  office  with 
the  agriculturist.  Look  at  the 
different  life  which  a  man  leads 
.at  a  desk  over  ledgers  to  what 
M  does  who  becomes  a  fellow 
worker  together  with  nature  and 
the  seasons  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  For  though  in  one  sense  auv- 
one  can  be  a  former  (we  should 
rather  say  anyane  can  rent  land), 
yet  to  follow  out  agriculture  to  its 
highest  ends  needs  the  tact  and  the 
grasp  of  intellect  which  can  *  drive 
ail  the  sciences  abreast.* 


There  is  hope  in  a  Bill  propoeed 
by  Sir  Massey  Lopez  and  others  for 
deriving  the  taxation,  which  now 
falls  on  land,  from  a  wider  area. 
Trulv  the  answer  to  all  taxation 
has  hitherto  been,  '  Put  it  on  the 
land.*  The  Duke  of  Omnium  pays 
only  on  his  castle,  his  park,  and 
woods — ^his  tenants  pay  the  rates. 
And  though,  in  one  sense— or, 
rather,  we  should  say  in  theory— 
every  fresh  rate  comes  out  of  the 
landlord's  pocket,  because  it  is 
supposed  to  reduce  the  value  of  his 
estate,  and  consequently  to  lower 
the  rent,  yet  it  is  a  matter  of  every- 
day experience  that  this  is  not  the 
case.  The  argument  is  that  which 
was  used  about  the  repeal  of  the 
compulsory  Church  Bate  Act.  It 
was  said,  if  you  save  a  tenant  ten 
shillings  by  doing  away  with  his 
Church  rate  you  put  ten  shillings 
into  the  landlord's  pocket,  becauM 
his  farm  will  be  worth  ten  shillings 
more  when  he  re-lets  it.  But  this 
does  not  operate  in  practice,  because 
*De  minimis  non  curat  lex.*  We 
never  heard  of  any  landlord  asking 
less  for  his  &rm  because  it  was  not 
liable  to  a  compulsory  Church  rate. 
It  is  80  de  jure,  but  not  de  facto. 

Apply  the  same  reasoning  in  the 
converse,  and  the  case  holds  good. 
We  are  to  have,  in  most  parishes, 
an  education  rate — where  turn- 
pikes are  abolished,  a  road  rate— in 
addition  to  our  present  rate  for 
parish  roads.  People  say  it  will 
come  ultimately  out  of  the  owner's 
pocket,  not  the  tenant's.  We  donht 
it. 

The  land,  therefore,  is  heavily 
taxed.  Under  its  present  stress  of 
canvas  it  might  sail — if  everyone 
had  capital  to  make  his  land  a  meat 
producm^estate — growing  but  little 
com,  and  then  heavy  crops  as  a 
natural  consequence. 
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GfiRARD    DE   NERVAL. 
1810-1855. 


THE  recent  death  of  M.  Th^opbile 
Gaatier,  with  scarcely  that  fall- 
nesa,  either  of  years  or  of  honours, 
which  his  genius  and  puissant  nature 
seemed  to  promise,  calls  attention 
to  the  school  of  artists  of  which  he 
was  almost  the  last  surviyor,  the 
mosfe  fiEunous,  and  the  most  saccess- 
fn).  Time  has  dealt  hardly  with 
the  romantic  group  which,  forty 
years  ago,  was  so  full  of  life  and 
hope.  The  poets  have  died  one  by 
one,  yictims  of  pleasure,  of  the  sa- 
tiety and  insalnable  eagerness  of 
^eir  Hyes ;  or  the  poet  within  them 
is  dead,  and  they  exist,  like  M.  de 
Saint-Victor,  only  as  the  most  re- 
fined of  critics.  They  are  sad  books, 
with  all  their  light  tone,  in  which 
M.  de  Villemessant  and  M.  Ghamp- 
fleory  collect  their  memories  of  the 
old  feasts  and  tbe  old  boon  com- 
panions, masquerades  in  houses 
long  dismantled,  nights  like  those 
of  Goethe's  youth  in  Rome.  It  is 
of  one  of  that  group  —  the  least 
known  perhaps  in  England,  but  in 
inany  ways  the  most  attractive,  and 
of  the  most  amiable  memory — that 
this  paper  proposes  to  speak.  In 
writing  of  Gerard  de  Nerval,  it  is 
a  necessary  preliminary  to  say 
something  of  the  orig^  and  influ- 
ence of  the  movement  in  which  his 
career  begaki,  though  he  wandered 
£ir  &om  that  at  last,  and  from  other 
ties  of  society  and  sympathy. 

The  younger  school  of  thought 
and  art  in  France,  like  that  from 
which  much  of  our  later  English 
activity  springs,  received  its  main 
impulse  fh>m  the  study  of  the  Mid- 
dle Ages.  But  no  two  things  could 
he  more  unlike  than  the  manner  in 
which  this  same  influence  acted  on 
the  youth  of  the  two  countries.  It 
was  all  the  difference  between  an 
Oriel  common  room  in  the  time  of 
Newman  or  of  Clough;   and  the 


fiimous  studio  in  the  Rue  du 
Doyenn6,  where  Corot  or  Rousseau 
might  be  decorating  a  panel ;  Ghiu- 
tier  dreaming  over  La  OomSdie  de 
la  Mort;  and  La  Cydalise,  the 
beauty  of  the  hour,  swinging  in  a 
silken  hammock.  On  young  En- 
glishmen the  re-discovery  of  the 
past  acted  chiefly  as  a  motive  in 
politics,  religion,  the  study  of 
society.  It  was  generally  seen  that 
life  had  once  been  ordered  in  an- 
other than  our  modem  fashion ;  and 
the  knowledge  of  this,  and  the  effort 
to  revive  what  was  good  in  the  old 
order,  led  men  into  varions  paths, 
and  often  into  hostile  camps,  but 
always  survived  in  width  and 
serioasness  of  thought,  and  in  all 
that,  for  good  or  bad,  is  known  as 
earnestness.  Ten  years  ago,  any- 
one estimating  the  results  of  the 
Oxford  movement  and  its  causes, 
might  have  g^ven  himself  this  ac- 
count of  it,  and  might  have  added 
that  in  architecture  there  was  much 
imitation  of  the  Gt)thic,  and  that 
Mr.  Tennyson  had  chosen  mediaeval 
themes  for  some  of  his  most  grace- 
ful idyls.  Of  late  years,  the  rela- 
tion of  English  art  to  the  Middle 
Ages  has  entirely  changed,  but  the 
change  is  due  to  exotic  influences, 
and  greatly  to  that  of  the  Roman- 
tic School  of  1830,  in  France. 

France,  too,  had  her  Catholic  re- 
action, and  Mr.  Thackeray  saw  se- 
veral old  women  at  prayers  in  Notre 
Dame.  But  in  France  it  was  not 
so  much  religion,  politics,  and  the 
graver  literature,  that  were  stimu- 
lated by  a  recognition  of  the  har- 
monious thought,  the  strength  and 
order  of  feudalism,  and  Catholicism, 
as  art  that  was  coloured  by  the  re- 
flection of  the  fantasy,  the  wild  pas- 
sion, the  inner  contradictions  of  the 
mediaeval  times. 

A  number  of  young  men  of  un- 
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nsual  genius  were  entering  on  the 
csSreer  of  letters.  Thej  had  inhe- 
rited all  the  license,  but  none  af  the 
hope  of  the  Eeyolntion,  had  seen 
the  Bestoration,  and  were  persuaded 
that  politics  were  a  vulgar  profes- 
sion, aod  philanthropj  an  organ- 
ised hjpoorisj. 

Art  alone  was  worth  cultivating 
for  its  own  sake,  and  art  was  with- 
out a  law,  a  conscience,  or  an 
aim.  Then  came  the  production 
of  Victor  Hugo's  plays  —  wiiat 
the  Germans  call  *  epod^-mflking 
works.'  A  bitter  controversy  arose, 
and  from  their  antagonism  to  the 
*  periwigged,'  or  classical  school, 
the  Romaniacists  siaruck  out  an 
89sthetio  and  canon  of  their  own. 
Becognising  that  both  art  and  so- 
ciety ware  decadent  and  corrupt,, 
they  accepted  with  joy  the  situa- 
tion, and  urged  the  historical  neces- 
sity of  worldng  in  the  taste  of 
decadence.  They  were  to  be  free 
in  choice  of  subject,  free  to  be  as 
profuse  in  colour  and  decorstion,  as 
morbid  in  sentiment,  as  they  chosa 
They  were  to  inspire  themselves 
not  from  the  catholic  perfection  of 
the  art  of  Greece,  but  from  all  that 
was  strangest  in  the  art  of  remote 
times  and  peoples.  To  Mr.  Arnold's 
charge  again^  modem  literature — 
that  it  wants  sanity — ^they  would 
have  replied  that  it  is  a  mad  world, 
and  that,  to  have  any  value,  poetry 
must  go  mad  with  the  times,  of 
which  it  is  the  ultimate  expression 
and  final  result.  With  this  fatalist 
theory  to  justify  th^n,  and  with  the 
art  of  all  the  ages  said  all  lands, 
from  Assyria  to  Japan,  to  choose 
from,  they  turned  for  inspiration  to 
what  is  certainly  the  moat  effective 
side  of  the  medisBval  spirit,  its  inner 
contradictions.  They  were  taken 
with  the  fantastic  colour  and  splen- 
dour ;  with  the  lawless  love,  that  was 
held  at  once  a  deadly  sin  and  a  glo- 
rious passion,  only  to  be  expressed 
in  words  of  mystic  longing  and 
desire.  It  was  not  the  harmony  of 
fhie  ages  of  £uth  that  pleased,  but 


the  wild  ways  in  which  passion 
broke  through  this  harmony,  and 
turned  the  sacred  symbols  of  hea- 
venly love  to  the  uses  of  earthly 
desires;  the  madness  of  the  Fla- 
gellants, the  sins  of  the  Tempkn, 
the  monstrous  guilt  that  loved  tD 
walk  amid  sm^ce  of  oensecs  aad 
choirs  of  singing  boys.  All  thai 
was  most  terrible  and  grotesque  in 
the  medisBval  decadence,  the  ancieni 
comedy  of  Death,  all  the  art  that 
hid  itself  where  the  light  fdl  dim- 
mest and  least  religions,  through 
glass  of  strange  green  and  land 
red,  was  to  be  adapted  to  ii^e  deca- 
dence of  the  modern  time.  For 
that  longing  that  cannot  be  uttered, 
of  medisdval  mysticism,  they  suhsti^ 
tuted  a  new  Sehneuckt^  a  new  sad- 
ness; the  melancholy  of  Werther 
and  of  Obermann.  Like  ihe&d  they 
'  felt  that  the  worid  was  a  trap  of 
dullness  into  which  t^eir  great  sonls 
had  fallen  by  mistake,'  but  they 
had  the  example  of  Byron,  and  the 
instincts  of  youth,  to  point  one 
way  out  of  the  trap.  So  they  par- 
took of  their  Ufe  in  a  free  aiKL  pic- 
turesque &shion,  lodging  together 
in  an  ancient  house  nea^  the  LouTre, 
which  Rousseau  and  Corot  and 
Wattier  decorated,  and  they  aU 
helped  to  fill  with  hric-Or-hric^  and 
old  furniture,  dances,  laughter,  and 
ladies  of  the  Opera.  This  mansioa 
of  the  Bne  du  I>oyaui6  was  no  had 
figure  of  their  style  and  sdiool; 
the  gloomy  walls  tenanted  by  care- 
less youth  and  g^us,  as  in  Uteiap 
ture  they  infoarmed  the  sombre  sie- 
diasval  worid  with  a  waatonness  that 
was  gay  enough,  when  ii>  fiargot  to 
be  as  sad  as  night. 

To  this  brotherhood  of  men,  ^^ 
signed  themselves  Fetrus  and  Jekan^ 
for  Pierre  and  Jean,  who  wrote  Bon^ 
nets  to  Yolandea  and  YseuUs,  and 
introduced  the  sage  for  pale  faces 
shadowed  with  crisp  tawny  haii;  ft 
new  recruit  joiiaed  himsdf  aboi^ 
1830.  This  was  the  writer  itho 
adopted  ihBnomde  flvme  of  Qenti 
de  Nerval.     There  ra  a  kind  of  ro- 
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mmnce  eFen  in  the  BMne  of  this 
^'uitie  and  ammble  poet,  as  indasd 
in  aU  kis  snrroaiidiBga.  Forhowaa 
not  one  of  thoae  to  whom  poetrj  ii 
A»  Ijre  to  be  taken  up,  aad  sonnded, 
ansi  laid  down  again.  Bather  it  was 
tike  wind  Ihat  btew  where  it  listed, 
the  breath  of  life  that  took  yisibie 
form  in  himsdif  and  his  adTentnrefl. 
Of  ail  the  group  of  oomradea,  his 
«iid  was  ^e  nM>i^  tragic,  and  yet  it 
may  be  that  he  was  the  feast  un- 
happy. For  to  him  all  life  was  a 
spectacle  and  a  dream ;  poverty  and 
wealiii,  great  cities  and  Arab  tents, 
aad  the  quiet  of  forgotten  villages, 
anccess  and  failure,  even  madness 
itself  only  shifting  scenes,  each  with 
its  own  surprise,  its  own  power  to 
waken  visions  and  memories  thait 
soon  became  as  real  as  the  experi- 
ence that  begot  them.  To  him,  a 
Stcdc  without  knowing  it,  <^e  world 
was  .  indeed    '  the  beloved  city  of 

.  Zens,'  and  he  seems  to  say  like 
Marcus  Anrelius,  'Nothing  comes 
amiss  to  me  that  fits  thee,  0  Uni- 
verse V 

Gfcerard  de  Norval  was  the  sou  of 
an  officer  of  the  Grand  Army.  His 
motfaer,  whom  he  never  remembered 
to  have  seen^  died  of  the  &tigaes  of 
the  iBosraan  expedition,  leaving  hiTn 

*>  his  reatfess  spirit  and  love  of  ia^vel. 
He  w^as  brought  up  in  <me  of  the 
little  old  towns  of  the  Isle  of  France, 
and  all  his  li&  loved  to  wander  in 
that  *  happy  poplar  land.'  Ancient 
ways,  ancient  songs  and  stories  still 
lingered  there,  and  the  world-old 
cn^om  of  the  bailad-dance,  now 
extinct,  save  in  corners  of  Italy  and 
the  Oreeian  islands.  Even  after  tiie 
Revolutian  there  remained  traces  of 
that  mstao  golden  age  which  is  not 
all  a  dreasn.  He  saw  what  Gbbwain 
DongiaB  saw  in  Sootland  before  the 
xteKWiiiasiop. 

Wenches  and  damosels 
In  grassy  greens,  wanderiDg  by  spring  wells, 
CKf  bfeewnd  biaBobes,  ami  fiowris  wbite 

andzec^ 
Plettand  their  lusty  chajplets  for  their  head ; 
Somo  sane  ring-songs,  dances,  kdes,  and 


He  caught  the  kst  aoca^a  «f  tbe 
Mving  folk-song;  and  thas  dnoribes 
a  soene  in  a  Fraiwe  that  has  paasod 
beyond  rseaU,  on  the  horiaon  of 
CHir  time,  dim  and  peaoe&l  as  tia 
Phasacian  island. 

'  In  front  of  a  chS^tean  of  the 
time  of  Henri  IV.,  a  ch&tean  with 
peaked  roofs,  with  a  facing  of  red 
brick  varied  by  stcme-woxk  of  a 
paler  hoe,  lay  a  wide  green  lawn, 
set  round  wim  limes  and  ehns,  and  , 
through  the  leaves  fell  the  golden 
light  of  the  setting  son.  Yonng 
girls  were  dancing  in  a  cirde  on 
the  mossy  grass,  to  ihe  soutd  of 
airs  that  their  mothers  had  song, 
airs  with  words  so  p«re  and  na- 
taral  that  one  felt  oneself  indeed 
in  that  old  Yalois  land,  where  for 
a  thoosand  years  has  beat  the  heart 
of  France.'  The  danghter  of  the 
ch&tean,  feir  and  taD,  enters  the 
oirde  of  peasant  girls.  *  To  obtain 
the  r^t  to  join  the  ring  ^e  had 
to  chant  a  scrap  of  bcJlad.  We  sat 
around  her,  and  in  a  fresh  dear 
voice  she  sang  one  of  the  old  ballads 
of  romance,  frill  of  love  and  sad-^ 
ness.  ...  As  she  sang,  the  shadow 
of  the  great  trees  grew  deeper,  and 
the  bn^  light  of  ihe  risen  moon 
fell  on  her  alone,  she  standing  with- 
out the  listening  circle.  Her  song 
was  over,  and  no  one  dared  to  break 
the  fdlenoe.  A  light  mist  arose  from 
the  mcKssy  ground,  trailing  over 
the  grass.  We  seemed  to  be  in 
paradise.' 

Among  such  scenes,  among  these 
woods,  where  the  peasant  still 
talked  of  Henri  IV.,  and  Gbbriolle, 
where  Rousseau  died,  where  here 
and  tdiere  a  monldesing  temple  of  the 
genius  loci  survives  from  the  dassic 
taste  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
Gerard  fimnd  his  imaonwrt  &8t 
loves.  To  these  he  i^ways  returned, 
or  to  the  woods  haanted  by  their 
mraaories,  and  he  has  written  of 
them  with  a  freshness  and  tender- 
ness as  sweet  as  the  id^lHe  prose 
of  Heine.  C^lenee  and  Sylvie  were 
his  little  lovers,  peasant  damsels, 
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who  loved  the  gToUoes  of  the  woods, 
the  mins  of  ^e  old  chftteanz,  the 
huts  and  fires  of  the  charcoal 
burners,  where  they  would  tell  the 
legends  and  sing  the  ballads  of  the 
conntry.     The  ballads  told  how 

John  of  Toon  came  home  with  peace^ 
Yet  he  came  hotde  ill  at  ease ; 

or  of  the  loves  of  *  Three  Sisters  by 
the  Mere,'  or  nnder  the  apple  blos- 
som of  their  father's  close.  Another 
fitvonrite  was  the  sonff  of  the  king's 
daughter  imprisoned  for  seven  years 
in  tiie  tower  for  her  lover's  sake, 
and  how  she  feigned  death,  and  how 
he  met  her  funeral  at  the  third 
church  on  the  way,  and  cut  hw 
shroud  with  his  couteau  d'orfin^  and 
she  arose  and  followed  him.  The 
ballad,  like  several  that  Gerard  col- 
lected, is  common  to  Scotland,  and 
probably  to  the  peasantrv  of  most 
countries ;  for  folk-songs,  like  fairy- 
tales, are  the  same  everywhere. 
It  is  curious  to  think  that  Goethe 
in  Germany,  and  Ch^nier  at  Byzan- 
tium, and  Scott  in  Smailholme, 
and  Andersen  in  the  island  of  Funen, 
must  have  had  their  imaginations 
wakened  by  the  same  stories,  and 
lulled  by  the  refrain  of  the  same 
cradle-songs.  This  free  life  among 
the  peasant  children,  this  associa- 
tion with  all  that  was  left  of  the 
beauty  of  old  France,  seemed  a  fit 
boyhood  for  a  poet.  *  II  y  avait  Ik 
de  qubi  faire  un  poete,  et  je  ne  suis 
qu'un  r^veur  en  prose,'  De  Nerval 
says  sadly  in  one  of  the  few  pas- 
sages of  his  writings  where  he 
complains  or  desponds.  Not  only 
the  surroundings  of  his  youth,  but 
the  variety  of  his  studies,  seemed 
to  mark  ham  as  one  with  a  great 
future.  He  read  Italian,  Greek  and 
Latin,  German,  English,  Arabic  and 
Persian.  His  schoolfellows  looked 
on  him  as  Lamb  at  Christ's  Hospi- 
tal regarded  Coleridge ;  and  indeed 
the  bent  of  his  mind  led  him  to  the 
same  pursuits,  reveries  of  the  New 
Platonists,  Pythagorean  dreams. 
These    dim  musings,   the   shifting 


doudland  about  the  setiangl^ht  of 
Greek  thought,  have  hung  aroQiid 
the  dawn  of  many  a  clearphilosophj, 
but  De  Nerval  never  passed  beyoDd 
them  into  a  purer  air.  The  desul- 
tory guesses  suited  his  turn  (^mind, 
which  was,  as  Sir  Thomas  More 
wrote  of  the  great  Italian  Mirandda, 
whose  learned  youth  G^raid's  so 
much  resembled, '  to  be  always  flit- 
ting and  wandering.'  He  passed 
from  one  field  of  knowledge  to  sd- 
^  other  rapidly,  in  a  dreamy  fashion, 
gathering,  like  Pharamond  in  his 
vision,  here  a  flower,  and  there  a 
gem,  precious  to  him,  but  worthless 
enough  to  the  waking  world.  The 
most  substantial  resmt  was  that  the 
(jreek  led  him  to  the  German  mys- 
tics,  and  so  to  Gk>ethe ;  and  his  first, 
probably  his  most  permanent  work, 
was  a  translation  of  Faud,  For 
this  he  received  the  thanks  of  tiie 
great  poet  of  Weimar,  and  witii  this 
distinction  still  firesh,  he  entered 
the  career  of  letters  in  Paris,  and 
joined  the  circle  of  his  old  sdiool- 
fellow  Th^phile  Gaufcier. 

Had  De  Nerval  possessed,  along 
with  Heine's  tenderness,  anything 
of  his  keenness  and  vigour,  the  con- 
tact with  the  Romantic  School  might 
have  hardened  and  tempered  his 
genius.  But  he  found  himself  in  a 
fife  compounded  of  activity  wid 
hesitation  and  indolence— a  'world 
of  bright  Utopias  and  vague  en- 
thusiasms ;  of  languid  ambition, 
languid  conscience,  of  paradoxes 
that  justified  indulgence.  'We 
aspired,'  he  says,  *to  the  mystic 
roses  wherewith  the  lovely  Isis 
was  to  renew  our  hearts;  the 
goddess  ever  young  and  erer 
pure  appeared  to  us  in  the  night, 
and  we  blushed  for  the  hours  of  our 
wasted  days.  Without  enei^gy, 
without  care  for  success,  we  took 
refuge  in  the  enchanted  tower  of 
poetry,  -mounting  ever  higher  to 
isolate  ourselves  from  the  crowd.' 
Most  natures  would  have  been 
soured  by  a  sense  of  this  impotent 
genius  and  fotile  conscience,  bat  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


Gerard  de  Nerval. 


563 


De  Nerval's  way  to  take  things 
as  they  came,  to  find  a  pleasure  even 
in  the  refined  sense  of  the  contra- 
dictions of  his  existence.*  It  was 
*  as  if  a  man  should  play  the  part 
of  a  choms  in  the  tragedy  of  his 
own  life.* 

Of  all  the  fantastic  school,  he  was 
the  most  innocently  and  simply  fan- 
tastic. He  did  not  '  pose '  himself, 
like  Baudelaire,  or  assume  bizarre 
desires  and  inordinate  afiections. 
The  ruling  taste  for  hric-d'hrao  he- 
came  a  passion  with  him,  and,  along 
with  his  hahit  of  wandermg  through 
the  night,  led  to  strange  oontrasts 
and  adventures.  Thus,  it  is  said- 
that  he  had  a  garret  full  of  precious 
porcelain,  hut  it  was  a  garret  in  a 
firiend's  house,  and  he  lodged  neither 
there  nor  elsewhere.  His  home  was 
the  street,  and  any  chance  shelter 
sufficed  him — with  soldiers  who 
listened  to  his  stories  of  Africa, 
with  Tagrants  at  little  rustic  inns  ; 
in  prisons  often,  from  carelessness 
of  papers  and  passports,  and  what 
he  calls  '  exa^erated  Trouhadour- 
ism.'  Once — it  was  when  he  had  in- 
herited a  small  fortune— he  actually 
houg^ht  a  hed,  a  wonderful  and  an- 
cient piece  of  the  Medicean  period, 
carved  with  Loves  and  cheruhs.  This 
couch  had  to  be  fitted  with  hangings 
of  a  certain  silk  only  to  be  found 
in  Genoa;  the  curiosity  shops  of 
Flanders  were  ransacked  to  supply 
a  missing  leg.  Gerard's  bed  was  as 
famons  as  Balzac's  cane,  but  by  the 
iame  it  was  completed  his  wealth 
had  taken  to  itself  wings,  and  it 
is  not  heheyed  that  he  ever  slept 
beneath  his  silken  canopy. 

This  period  bore  litUe  fruit  in 
poetry.  Certain  Odelettes  show  the 
inflaence  of  Bonsard  and  the  Be* 
naissance,  for  the  interest  in  the 
Benaissance  was  reviving,  and,  like 
Sainte-Beuve,  De  Nerval  wrote  an 
unsnceessful  prize  essay  on  the 
poets  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
Sainte-Beuve's  studies  resulted  in 
the  Tahleau  de  la  FoSsie  fran^iee^ 
a  classical  and  permanent  criticism. 


De  Nerval  only  produced  snatches 
of  song,  which  he  was  wont  to  chant 
himself,  holding,  like  Du  Bellay, 
that  Music '  and  Poetry  were  in- 
separable sisters.  Perhaps  for  this 
reason  his  verses  have  a  musical 
quality,  which  to  us,  **  with  the 
German  paste  in  our  composition,' 
French  lyrics  frequently  lack. 

Oh.  8ont  DOS  amonrenses  ? 

Elles  soDt  an  tombean ; 
Elleg  soDt  plus  henreuses, 

Dans  un  s^joiir  plus  beau. 

Surely  this  is  not,  as  Mr.  Arnold 
complains  of  French  verse,  *  deeply 
unsatisfying,'  but  a  natural  and 
ringing  lyric  note.  In  another 
little  poem,  called  FantoMie,  there  is 
a  wonderful  power  of  vision ;  before 
the  reader,  as  before  the  poet,  tbe 
ancient  castle  *  rises  into  towers,'  to 
the  melody  of  the  magic  tune. 

n  est  un  air  pour  qui  je  donuerais 
Tout  Rossini,  tout  Mozart  et  tout  Weber, 
Un  air  tr^-vieuz,  languissant  et  fun&bre, 
Qui  pour  moi  seul  a  des  charmes  secrets. 

Or,  chaque  fois  que  je  yiens  &  Tentendre, 
De  deux  cents  ans  mon  kme  ng'eunit ; 
Cest  sons   Louis  treize,   et  je  crois  Toir 

s'^tendre 
Un  c6teau  rert  que  le  couchant  jaunit. 

Puis  un  ch&teau  de  brique    k   coins  de 

pieire, 
Aux  vitrauz  teints  de  rougeAtres  couleurs, 
Ceint  de  grands  pares,  avee  une  riyi&re 
Baignant   ses  pieds,  qui  coule  entre  des 

fleurs. 

Puis  une  dame,  a  sa  haute  fen^tre. 
Blonde,   aux  jeux  noirs,    en  see   habita 

anciens^ 
Qui,  dans  une  autre  existence  peut-6tre, 
J'ai  d6ja  Tue — et  dont  je  me  souviens. 

Another  poem,  the  Foint  noir,  is 
a  criticism  of  his  own  weak  am- 
bition. As  a  black  point  swims 
before  the  eyes  of  one  who  has 
looked  too  long  on  tbe  sun,  so  to 
him,  who  had  gazed  on  the  glory 
that  might  be  his,  the  realify  of 
things  was  ever  obscured,  and 
things  not  present  floated  in  a 
luminous  mist. 

Another  task  of  this  period  was 
the  Hbretto  of  an  c^ra  composed 
for  the  debut  of  an  actress  whom  he 
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loved  with  an  inexplicable  passn 
that  Borviired  ker  deaih,  lokL  his 
own  madaess.  Qe  seoaed  to  r»> 
cog^nise  in  her  a  h&ng  kired  in  a 
fonnOT  lifo.  For  the  *  ^edlings  from 
nsy  vaniahiiiga,  misgivings/  that 
Wordaworth  Imew,  possessed  D© 
Nerval's  mind  in  an  extracmliBary 
degree.  The  conditions,  whatever 
they  may  be,  that  make  ns  ieeX  that 
some  experience  has  occnrred  before, 
were  constantly  and  actively  pre- 
sent to  him.  His  was  a  soul,  Plato 
might  have  said,  that  had  drunk 
too  sparingly  of  the  water  of  forget- 
fnlnesfi,  and  that  was  hannted  by 
memories  of  a  lost  estate. 

Betnming  one  night  from  the 
theatre  where  he  went  every  even- 
ing to  watch  this  siren,  De  Nerval's 
mind  slipped  back  to  a  real  and 
innocent  past,  and  without  fiuv 
ther  thought  he  made  his  way  to 
the  scones  of  his  childhood.  Was 
Sylvio  still  alive  and-  unwedded  ? 
could  tlie  old  childish  affection  be 
revived  ?  He  found  her  a  woman 
grown,  beautiful,  unspoiled,  still 
remembering  the  primitive  Bosgs 
and  fairy  tales.  They  walked  to- 
gether through  the  woods  to  the 
cottage  of  the  aunt  of  Sylvie,  an  old 
peasant  woman  of  the  richer  class. 
She  prepared  dinner  for  them,  and 
sent  De  Nerval  for  the  girl,  who 
had  gone  to  ransack  the  peasant 
treasures  in  the  garret.  Two  por- 
traits wero  hanging  there — one  that 
of  a  young  man  of  the  good  old 
times,  smiling  with  red  Hps  and 
brown  eyes,  a  pastel  in  an  ovalframe. 
Another  medalHon  held  the  partradt 
of  his  wifio,  gay,  piquarUe,  in  a  bodice 
with  ribbons  fluttering,  and  with  a 
bird  perdiod  on  ber  finger.  It  was 
ihe  old  aunt  in  hor  youth,  and  fo^ 
ther  seardi  discovered  her  ancieBt 
festal-gown,  of  stiff  brocade.  Sylvie 
arraved  herself  in  this  splendour ; 
patcmes  were  found  in  a  box  of  tnv 
nished  gold,  a  fern,  a  neoklaoe  of 
amber.  The  holiday  attire  of  ttie 
dead  nnele,  who  had  been  a  keeper 
in  the  royal  woods,  was  not  far  to 


Bade,  and  Gerard  ami  Sylvie  i^ 
pcared  bafare  tbe  aunt,  as  her  <M 
8<^  and  hor  oid  lcnr&.  *Uj  A^ 
dren ! '  she  cried  and  wept,  nd 
smiled  thioagh  her  teara  adt  the 
omel  and  dsarming  appantioa  <tf 
youth.  Presently  she  dried  ber 
tears,  and  only  remendbered  the 
pomp  and  pdde  of  her  weddia^. 
^  We  joined  hands,  and  sang  tibe 
nawe  epi&alamium  of  old  Fnnoe, 
aacKorofBB,  and  full  of  flowery  tons, 
as  the  Song  of  Songs  ;  we  wrae  tiM 
bride  ai^  the  bridegroom  afl  one 
swmt  morning  of  summer.*  It  is 
only  the  author  of  the  ViDage  m 
the  Cliff  that  can  rival  this  pictan 
of  happy  youth,  of  happy  a^; 
the  pathos  and  the  mirth ;  the  inn 
that  turn  to  laughter ;  the  knglto 
that  ends  in  a  sigh,  for  love  fulfilled 
and  unforgotten,  for  the  presage  of 
love  never  to  be  fdlfiUed. 

De  Nerval  went  back  to  Fteis, 
and,  like  Lancelot  in  the  romasee, 
'  leU  to  his  old  love  again,'  to  lier 
whom  he  calls  Aureiie.  But  the 
wandering  fever  was  astir  in  him, 
and '  he  passed  to  Grermany,  widi 
little  money,  and  few  needs.  Thenoe 
he  wandered  to  the  East^  with  tbe 
touching  oonfidence  of  tiie  childsefi 
in  the  Boifs'  Crusade.  They,  too, 
set  out  for  Palestine,  witiiout  gold, 
without  staff  or  scrip,  asking  at 
each  to¥ni, '  Is  not  this  Jerusalem  ? ' 
Each  WM  Jerusalem  to  G^rvd,  a 
spiritual  city  ;  for  in  each  life  iras 
busy,  and  novelty,  and  food  ht 
visions,  and  the  stuff  that  dreaas 
are  made  of.  There  is  some  stcHy 
of  a  love  adventure  with  tlie 
daughter  of  a  Sheik  in  tiie  Ld»- 
non.  Probably  the  Eastern  lefv- 
eiioe  for  those  whom  God,  as  tlwy 
think,  has  darkened  with  exnsB  of 
light,  was  his  protectioB.  T!fe 
East  was  disastrons  to  his 


and  '  the  Sphinx  of  the  Nile  mM 
what  the  Fairies  dt  the  Blmie  M 
began.'  His  dreams  grew  iaafr> 
herent.  Arabian  genii,  pagiagodii 
denons  of  the  Tahnnd,  afl  the 
ghosts  of  old  ThaoaophiBa>  tsowded 
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iQ  kis  biiiin,  as  thej  filled  tfaa  paii- 
tliean.  of  dacaying  Borne.  Ob.  his 
koB^eward  way,  lie  yiBited  Pompeii, 
and  BOB^ht  oat  ibe  temple  of  lais. 
^  The  son  vmA  setting  over  Ci^ree, 
Uie  moon  rose  slowlj  throagh  the 
thin  smoke  abo^e  Yesayins.'  There, 
beiveen  ram  and  moon,  in  the 
tem^e  wheco,  long  ago,  thej  had 
been  adored  as  Isis  and  Osiris,  he 
sat  dfearaing  of  the  death  and 
birth  of  cwMsds.  The  Bervolntion 
had  dented  all.  Might  he  not  accept 
all,  and  find  that  all  the  ages  nttered 
(me  truth  under  many  names ;  life 
made  perfect  in  sacrifice ;  death, 
resnrrection ;  rest  in  the  arms  ^ 
the  luiiversal,  the  eternal  mother, 
Gybele,  Persephone,  Demeter,  Isis, 
34ry? 

Probably  iihe  poem  Le  Christ  (mx 
OUviers  belongs  to  this  period.  It 
is  inspired  by  Bichter's  dream  of 
a  dead  God,  and  alone  in  French 
poetry  approaches  in  sorrowfal  de- 
nial Clough's  Ode  on  Easter  Day. 

Quand  le  Seignour,  levant  au  del  ses  maigres 
bras, 
Sous  les  arbres  sacr^i  comme  font  les 

pontes, 
So  fat  longt^mps  perdu  dans  ses  dou- 
leurs  muettos, 
Et  so  jngoa  trahi  par  des  amis  iof^ratB, 

II  so  tonma  vers  ceux  qui  Tattendaiont  en 
baa, 
KSvant  d'etre  des  rois,  des  sagos,  des 

prophites, 
Mais  engouidis,  peidus  dans  le  sommeil 
des  bStes, 
Et  se  mit  k  crior,  *  Non,  Dieu  n'existe  pas !  * 

Us  dormaient.   *  Mes  amis,  savez-voiis  la 

nouvelle  ? 
Xai  touch^  de  men  front  k  la  vo^te  6ternelle, 
Jo  suis  sanglant,  bris^,  souffirant  pour 

bien  des  joars  I 
Frires,  je  vous   trompais;   abime,  ab!me, 

abime, 
Le  Dieu  manque  k  Tautel  oii  je  suis  le 

yictime. 
Dieu  n'est  pas,  Dieu  n'est  plus !  *    Mais 

lis  dormaient  toiyours. 

De  Nerval's  frail  genius  did  not 
long  endare  the  burden  of  these 
thoughts.  There  was  a  sudden 
and  violent  crisis  of  madness,  and 
he  never  again  was,  even  in  the  old 


degree,  a  iHHi  among  other  men.  M. 
da  Saint- Viokor  teUs  how  he  m^;hi 
be  fbond  in  some  lonely  coutry 
place,  'dreaming  wiih  open  eyes, 
watohing  a  leaTs  &U,  an  insect's 
flight,  the  p^issage  of  a  bird,  ihe 
shifting  shape  of  clouds,  all  temier 
and  subtle  dmoges  of  earth  aad 
air.' 

Bapt,  twirling  in  his  hand  a  witSiered  spray. 
And  wiitiBC  for  the  spark  from  Hearon  to 
falL 

There  came  another  malady, 
another  period  of  darkness.  But 
strangely,  De  Nerval  did  not '  lose 
the  years  of  darkened  mind.'  The 
night  of  his  spirit  had  been  lumi- 
nous with  stars,  and  meteors,  and 
spaces  of  light.  He  has  told  the 
experience  of  his  own  madness,  in 
a  book  called  AtureUe^  <m  Le  Beve 
et  la  Vie,  This  strange  work  does 
for  insanity  what  tbe  Drewm  cf 
OerofiUus  has  done  for  death.  K 
dying  be  not  what  Father  Newman 
has  found  words  to  tell,  if  Do 
Nerval  has  not  lifted  the  veil  from 
before  the  confasions  of  delirium, 
scarcely  elsewhere  can  a  sane  and 
living  man  learn  what  manner  of 
end  may  await  his  life  or  his  reason. 
All  through  his  mania,  he  felt  that 
his  feet  were  losing  hold  of  earth, 
and  wandering  into  emptiness ;  and 
his  dream  took  the  form  of  a  return 
to  the  surer  ground  of  his  past 
life,  that  he  might  convince  himself 
he  still  lived.  It  was  to  Aurelie, 
the  singer,  that  his  confused  me- 
mory returned.  As  long  ago  he 
had  sought,  and  found  for  a  season, 
his  former  love,  his  former  self  in 
the  woods  of  Valois,  so  now  he 
pursued  a  later  self,  and  a  fiery 
remembered  passion.  But  now  he 
did  not  wander  among  the  grottoes 
of  the  woods,  by  the  flags  on  the 
stream-side,  watching  for  the  ballad 
airs.  Through  graveyards,  and 
tracts  of  clouds,  and  unknown 
worlds  of  stars,  the  Bridegroom 
seemed  to  seek  the  Bride,  to  follow 
the  fleeting  shade,  and  listen  for  the 
departed  music. 
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This  'canticle  of  madness,  this 
song  of  songs  of  deliriam/  was 
to  be  the  last  of  Gerard's  la- 
bonrs.  The  end  came  suddenly. 
He  had  ever  loved  the  old  streets  of 
Paris,  the  Paris  of  Gringoire  and 
Esmeralda,  the  gable  ends,  the 
towers,  and  spiral  lanes  that  survive 
only  in  Hugo's  novel,  and  in  the 
etchings  of  M^ryon.  Late  one 
night,  De  Nerval  lefl  a  supper  of 
artists,  where  he  had  sung  his  own 
verses,  as  long  ago.  It  will  never 
be  known  how  the  homeless  poet 
wandered  to  the  most  horrible  place 
of  the  dark  places  of  old  Paris,  the 
ill-omened  Bue  de  la  Vieille  Lan- 
teme,  nor  how  he  came  by  his  death 
there. 

The  fate  of  men  like  Murger  and 
Roger  de  Beauvoir  can  scarcely  be 
regarded  without  some  indignation 
as  well  as  pity.  If  De  Nerval's 
life  calls  for  pity,  it  is  all  tender, 


and  without  contempt.  Blame 
is  out  of  place.  He  never,  alone 
perhaps  of  his  coterie,  stimulates 
luxury,  or  appeals  to  the  senses ;  if 
he  did  not  increase  his  talent,  &t 
least,  he  kept  the  treasure  of  his 
genius  pure.  Like  Plato's  poet,  he 
was  indeed  a  li^htand  sacred  thing, 
sacred  as  children  are,  and  those 
whom  God  has  enlightened  and 
afflicted.  He  was  not  of  the  world, 
nor  of  those  whom  the  world  can 
spoil.  And  if,  when  he  made  haste 
to  be  poor,  he  wooed  Poverty  in 
another  fashion  than  St.  Francis,  it 
was  on  the  impulse  of  a  nature 
gentle  and  guileless,  though  nn- 
tamed.  In  any  age  he  would  have 
been  a  figure  of  mark  and  interest. 
That  the  beauty  and  interest  shonid 
be  so  dimmed,  is  the  fault  of  eril 
days,  and  the  sad  later  fates  of 
France. 

A.  Lang. 
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A  'NOTE'   OP  INTERROGATION. 
Bt  Florence  NiaHTmaALB. 


A  NOVEL  of  genius  has  appeared. 
It3  writer  once  put  before 
the  world  (in  a  work  of  fiction 
too),  certainly  the  most  living, 
probably  the  most  historically 
truthful,  presentment  of  the  great 
Idealist,  Saronarola  of  Florence. 
This  author  now  can  find  no 
better  outlet  for  the  heroine — also 
an  Idealist — because  she  cannot  be 
a  *  St.  Teresa'  or  an  *  Antigone,' 
than  to  marry  an  elderly  sort  of 
literary  impostor,  and,  quick  after 
liim^  his  relEttion,  a  baby  sort  of  iti- 
nerant Cluricaune  (see  Irish  Fairies) 
or  inferior  Faun  (see  Hawthorne's 
matchless  TraiisformaHan), 

Tet  close  at  hand,  in  actual  life, 
was  a  woman — an  Idealist  too — 
and  if  we  mistake  not,  a  connection 
of  the  author's,  who  has  managed  to 
make  her  ideal  yery  real  indeed. 
By  taking  charge  of  blocks  of 
buildings  in  poorest  London,  while 
making  herself  the  rent-collector, 
she  found  work  for  those  who  could 
not  find  work  for  themselves;  she 
organised  a  system  of  visitors — real 
visitors ;  of  referees — real  referees  ; 
and  thus  obtaining  actual  insight  in- 
to the  moral  or  immoral,  industrial 
or  non-industrial  conduct  of  those 
who  seemed  almost  past  helping, 
except  into  the  workhouse,  she 
brought  sympathy  and  education 
to  b€»eLr  firom  individual  to  individual 
—not  by  ruling  of  committee,  but 
by  personal  acquaintance,  utilising 
the  committee-relief  as  never  had 
been  done  before,  and  thus  initiated 
a  process  of  depauperisation;  so  that 
one  might  be  tempted  to  say — ^Were 
there  one  such  woman  with  power 
to   direct    the   flow  of   volunteer 


help,  nearly  everywhere  running 
to  waste,  in  every  street  of  Lon- 
don's Ease  End,  almost  might  the 
East  End  be  persuaded  to  become 
Christian. 

Could  not  the  heroine,  the  *  sweet 
sad  enthusiast,'  have  been  set  to 
some  such  work  as  this  ?  Indeed 
it  is  past  telling  the  mischief  that 
is  done  in  thus  putting  down  youth- 
ful ideals.  There  are  not  too  many 
to  begin  with.  There  are  few  in- 
deed to  end  with — even  without 
such  a  gratuitous  impulse  as  this 
to  end  them. 

Another  Ideal  has  just  been  pub- 
lished, most  powerfai,  yet  lame  and 
impotent  in  its  conclusion,  for — if 
conclusion  it  has — it  is  this :  That 
Christ  was,  or  would  have  been  had 
He  now  lived,  a  Red  Republican. 

Yet  in  that  book  is  a  true  em- 
bodiment of  what  will  make  itself 
be  recognised,  and  in  political  storm 
and  social  tempest  soon,  if  we  re- 
fuse to  recognise  it  by  shutting  our 
eyes  and  writing,  '  There  is  happi- 
ness enough,'  viz.  (i)  the  intense 
miseries  in  our  one  dark  London 
alone ;  (2)  the  undeniable  fact  that 
upon  the  great  mass  of  London  poor 
all  existing  forms  of  religion  have 
lost  all.  hold  whatever;  and  that 
*  Charity  Organisation  people  '^  are 
helpless  to  cope  with  the  former, 
&rther  than  by  preventing  mischief 
being  done — ^which  is  doubtless  a 
great  thing;  as  helpless  as  are 
'  Bishop  of  London  '  Funds  to  cope 
with  the  latter. 

Another  Ideal — ^really  an  ideal, 
though  somewhat  marred  by  flip- 
pancy on  the  most  serious  of  all 
subjects,  and  by  a  tendency  not  to 


*  Not  one  word  against  *  Charity  Organisation  people.*  They  are  doing  a  great  work — 
leading  the  way  to  a  greater.  But  they  pander  (unconsciously)  to  the  prevailing  £&llacy : 
that,  if  we  do  not  give  to  vagrants,  they  will  find  work  for  themselves.  While  helping 
the  industrious  to  help  themselves,  there  is  a  greater  thing  still  to  do  yet ;— to  help  the 
helpless  to  help  themselves. 
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fight  like  amao,  but  to  scratch  like  a 
cat — ^has  also  lately  appeared,  which, 
while  discarding  miracle  and  le- 
gend, shows  a  true  and  even  deep 
insight  into  the  character  of  Christ 
and  the  yalne  of  Christianity,  as 
teaching  ns  (i)  to  cherish  our  own 
higher,  inner  self — to  *find'  onr 
own  *  soul  ;*  (2)  to  deny,  nay  more, 
to  disown  our  lower,  outer  self ;  (3) 
to  be  mild  and  gentle,  '  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart/* 

On  the  other  side  we  have  a 
Professor,  a  real  man  of  science, 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  prime  edu- 
cators of  the  age,  but  making  a 
^  profound  mistake  when  he  says  to 
mankind :  *  Objects  of  sense  are  more 
worthy  of  your  attention  than  your 
inferences  and  imaginations.  You 
can't  see  the  battle  of  Thermopylae 
take  place.  What  you  can  see  is 
more  worth  your  attention.' 

We  might  almost,  and  more  truly 
say :  On  the  contrary,  the  finest 
powers  man  is  gifted  with  are  those 
which  enable  him  to  infer  from 
what  he  sees  what  he  ca/nH  see. 
They  lift  him  into  truth  of  far 
higher  import  than  that  which  he 
learns  from  the  senses  alone. 

As  our  penultimate  author  speaks 
a  great  d«Ed  of  *  extra-belief '  (Aber- 
glaube),  meaning,  not  superstition, 
but  belief  in  things  not  verified  by 
the  senses,  so  this  most  able  Pro- 
fessor and  man  of  science  advocates 
or  succumbs  to  a  sort  of  infra- 
belief;  covering,  indeed,  but  small 
part  of  the  ground  man  stands 
upon,  less  stiU  of  the  horizon  he 
looks  on. 

All  these  are  '  signs  of  the  times.' 
They  suggest  a  ? — a  note  of  inter- 
rogation. 

Faint,  indeed,  is  the  note  of  this 
*note,'  the  veriest  hint,  that  will 
be  here  sounded. 


'Because  I  am  God,  and  not 
man,'  said  One  a  few  thousands  of 
years  ago.  Then  surely,  is  it  not 
the  most  important  and  at  the 
same  time  the  most  neglected  point 
in  theology,  to  determine  whd 
God  is — what  His  character  is 
like? 

Beams  of  sermons  are  written  on 
every  point  but  this.  And  yet  this 
is  the  foundation  of  all. 

It  may  seem  a  little  too  ^miliar 
an  illustration  to  say  that  in  nuu*- 
riage  it  is  a  constant  reproach 
brought  against  continental  na- 
tions, that  they  do  not  let  the  wo- 
man know  what  her  husband  is 
like,  nor  the  man  his  wife,  before 
they  are  married. 

A  poet  who  is  gone  from  among 
us  said,  that  Move'  was  'fellow- 
service.'  That  is  just  what  it  is. 
And  how  can  there  be  '  fellow  ser- 
vice '  in  the  way  in  which  men  and 
women  meet  now  ? 

And  how  much  more  is  this  the 
case  with  regard  to  Him  whom  we 
(some  of  us)  say  we  serve  ? 

Yet  Him  we  have  always  with 
us.  And  we  make  no  efibrt  to 
know  Him. 

Indeed,  it  does  not  seem  to  be 
included  as  a  part  of  theology,  w 
a  point  of  enquiry,  as  a  basis  of  all 
sermons  —  the  knowledge  of,  the 
acquaintance  with  God. 

The  same  poet  writes : — 

It  fortifies  my  soul  to  know 
That,  tho*  I  perish,  Truth  is  so ; 
That,  howsoe'er  I  stray  and  range, 
Whato'er  I  do.  Thou  doet  not  change. 
I  steadier  step  when  I  recall 
That,  if  I  slip.  Thou  dost  not  falL 

Yes:  but  'Truth  is  so'  that 
*  I '  shall  not  *  perish.' 

*  Though  He  slay  me,'  says  Joh, 
•yet  will  I  trust  in  Him.'  Yes: 
but  I  trust  in  Him  because  I  know 


•  Very  curious,  this  difference  as  to  who  Christ  was — in  two  contemporaries  publishing 
in  tho  same  tongue,  the  same  year,  and  almost  the  same  street^  or  '  hilL'  Ono  mts. 
Christ  the  Eed  Kepublican — the  other,  Christ  the  teacher  of  self-knowledge,  sftf- 
renunciation,  mildness,  and  lowliness. 
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that  He  will  not  *  slay  '  me  or  any- 
one else. 

It  always  seems  to  be  a  fact 
ignored,  or  put  out  of  sight,  that 
for  no  one  of  our  beUefs,  religious, 
physical,  moral,  scientific,  have  we 
any  dependence  but — the  character 
of  (lod. 

It  is  said  that  the  reason  why 
we  believe  that  the  sun  will  rise 
to-morrow  is  that  the  sun  has  always 
done  so.  But  Joshua  did  not  think 
so.  Surely  the  reason  is,  our  de- 
pendence on  the  invariable  character 
of  God. 

And  this  seems  to  most  people  to 
be  a  very  poor  dependence.  At 
least  few  take  the  pains  to  find  out 
what  is  the  character  of  God. 

A  very  great  deal  of  foregone  con- 
elusion,  of  what,  as  it  appears,  is 
untrae  to  fact  and  to  feeUng,  is 
talked,  for  instance,  as  to  belief  in 
a  f atnre  state — ^that  this  is  '  instinc- 
tive,* *  intuitive,*  the  firuit  of  the 
natoral  craving  of  man,  &c.  &c. 
We  do  not  see  such  *  craving.*  On 
the  contrary.  There  is  perhaps  no 
one  subject  interesting  himself  on 
which  ordinary  man  thinks  so  little, 
cares  so  Uttle.  Of  the  best  men 
there  are,  too,  many  now  who  would 
rather  not  have  a  future  state  for 
themselves.  Alas !  the  highest  stamp 
of  men  are  ofbenest  those  who  feel 
this — men  who  have  consecrated 
themselves  to  the  good  of  their  kind. 
Such  men  are  generally  extremely 
sensitive.  And  the  very  strain  of 
constant  self-consecration  acting  on 
such  a  temperament  produces  that 
condition  of  mind — so  far  more 
common  (at  least  in  this  age)  than 
any  ecstasies  of  the  saints — that 
longing,  not  to  Hve  for  ever,  but  to 
die  for  ever,  to  be  at  rest. 

Bat,  whether  this  be  so  or  not, 
whether  there  are  *  instincts '  or 
*  cravings  *  for  a  future  state  now  or 
not,  surely  it  is  a  complete  fallacy 
to  reason  from  them  to  the  existence 
of  a  future  state.' 

Surely  the  *  presumption '  of  an 
immortality  *  grounded  *  merely  on 


'  unsatisfied  instincts,*  i^  a  fallacy. 
It  is  another  thing  to  say  :  *  A  per- 
fect God,  whose  only  design  can  be 
to  lead  every  one  of  us  to  perfection, 
put  those  "  instincts  **  into  us.  He 
never  leaves  any  work  unfinished. 
He  is  invariable,  and  without  a 
shadow  of  turning.  Therefore  He 
will  enable  each  one  of  us  to  fulfil 
in  another  state  those  aspirations 
after  perfection  which  are  neces- 
sarily left  "  unsatisfied  **  in  this — 
because  this  world  is  not  perfect, 
and  cannot  be  made  perfect  till  all 
mankind  agree  to  m^e  it  so.* 

Says  Coleridge  (in  a  better  moqd): 
'We  must  earn  earth  before  we 
can  earn  heaven.'  Rather  let  us 
say:  Mankind  must  make  heaven 
before  we  can  *go  to  heaven'  (as 
the  phrase  is),  in  this  world,  or  in 
any  other.  Is  God's  whole  scheme 
to  put  us  in  the  way  to  make 
heaven?  *We  have  to  earn  the 
earth  before  we  can  think  of  earn- 
ing heaven.*  Yes,  but  when  only  a 
few  are  hungering  and  thirsting 
after  righteousness,  they  cawnot  be 
*  filled.' 

Why,  then,  is  there  a  future  state  ? 

Because  God  is. 

For  no  other  reason. 

And  let  us  drop  the  word,  *a 
future  state.' 

What « future  state  ?* 

An  eternal  life  which,  beginning 
here,  shall  lead  each  and  every  one 
of  us  to  finite  perfection,  and  there- 
fore to  happiness. 

Became  there  is  a  God,  therefore 
there  is  this  eternal  life  for  each 
and  for  all  of  us. 

For  no  other  reason. 

And  let  us  also  drop  the  word,  *  a 
God.' 

WJiat  God  ?  that  is  the  question. 
And  no  one  answers  it.  It  is  only 
'  because  God  is  * — the  perfect  God 
— that  we  shall  have  eternal  life. 

It  is  said  of  the  French  soldier 
in  an  expeditionary  force,  that  he 
always  wants  to  know  where  he  is 
going,  what  he  is  doing,  why  he  is 
suffering.     Except  on  the  condition 
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of  letting  bim  know  this,  yon  will 
not  get  ont  of  him  all  he  can  give. 

And  if  any  can  jnstly  be  called 
an  expeditionary  force,  it  is  sorely 
the  expedition  of  mankind  sent  by 
Ood  to  conquer  earth,  to  conquer 
perfection,  to  create  heaven ! 

And  how  can  man  give  his  best 
unless  he  knows,  unless  you  will 
try  to  find  out  for  yourselves  and 
for  him,  what  is  6od*s  plan  for  him 
in  this  world  and  in  the  next  (as  it 
is  truly  called) — ^why  there  are  such 
sufferings  in  this  world — ^who  is 
this  God  who  has  put  him  here,  and 
why  He  has  put  him  here,  and  put 
him  here  to  suffer  so  much?  In 
short,  he  wants  to  know  why  he  is 
here,  where  he  is  going,  what  he  is 
doing,  why  he  is  suffering. 

Is  it  not  a  simple  impertinence  for 
preachers  and  schoolmasters,  liter- 
ally ex  caihedrdf  to  be  always  incul- 
cating and  laying  down  what  they 
call  the  commands  of  God,  and 
never  telling  us  what  the  God  is 
who  commands,  often  indeed  repre- 
senting Him  as  worse  than  a  devil  ? 
'  Because  I  am  God,  and  not  man/ 
But  you  represent  Him  as  some- 
thing far  below  man,  worse  than 
the  worst  man,  the  worst  Eastern 
tyrant  that  ever  was  heard  of. 

*  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all 
thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and 
with  all  thy  strength.*  Ah,  from 
the  mouth  of  Him  who  said  those 
words,  they  are  indeed  *the  first 
and  greatest  commandment.'  He 
who  went  about  doing  good,  who 
called  all  of  us  who  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden  to  come  to  Him — who 
towards  His  cruel  torturers  and 
murderers  felt  nothing  but,  *  Father, 
forgive  them,  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do' — He  might  well  say, 
*  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,' 
for  He  needed  not  to  explain  to  us 
His  character. 

But — and  what  a  descent  is  here  ! 
— for  U8  to  lay  it  down  as  a  com- 
mand  to  love  the  Lord  God  !  Alas  I 
poor  mankind  might  easily  answer : 


'  I  can*t  love  because  I  am  ordered 
— ^least  of  all  can  I  love  One  who 
seems  only  to  make  me  miserable 
here  to  torture  me  hereafto'. 
Show  me  that  He  is  good,  that  He 
is  lovable,  and  I  shall  love  Him 
without  being  told.' 

But  does  any  preacher  show  tis 
this  ?  He  may  say  that  Ood  is 
good,  but  he  shows  Him  to  be  veiy 
bad.  He  may  say  that  God  is 'LoTe,' 
but  he  shows  him  to  be  haUj  worse 
than  any  hate  of  man.  As  the  Per- 
sian poet  says:  'If  God  punishes 
me  for  doing  evil  by  doing  me  evil, 
how  is  He  better  than  I P  '  And  it  is 
hard  to  answer.  For  certainly  the 
worst  man  would  hardly  tortore 
his  enemy,  if  he  could,  for  ever.  And 
unless  G<>d  has  a  scheme  that  eveiy 
man  is  to  be  saved  for  ever,  it  is 
hard  to  say  in  what  He  is  not  worse 
than  man.  For  all  good  men  would 
save  others  if  they  could. 

A  poor  man,  dying  in  a  work- 
house, said  to  his  nurse  after  having 
seen  his  clergyman  :  *  It  does  seem 
hwd  to  have  suffered  so  much  here, 
only  to  go  to  everlasting  torments 
hereafter.'  Seldom  has  the  feeling, 
which  must  be  that  of  half  the 
world,  been  so  simply  expressed. 

How,  then,  is  it  possible  to  teach 
either  that  God  is  *  Love  '  or  that 
God  commands  any  duty— unless 
Gk)d  has  a  plan  for  bringing  each 
and  all  of  ub  to  perfection  ?  Hoir 
can  we  work  at  all  if  there  be  not 
such  a  plan  ?  It  is  not  enough 
that  God  should  not  be  willing  to 
punish  everlastingly — ^to  show  that 
He  is  good.  He  must  be  accom- 
plishing a  design^  '  invariable  and 
without  a  shadow  of  turning,*  the 
design  to  save  every  one  of  us  ever- 
lastingly.  There  must  be  no  giving 
the  go-by  to  searching  out,  as  the 
very  first  condition  of  religion, 
whether  there  be  such  a  plan. 

Sermons  sometimes  start  from  a 
knowledge  (or  u70uW-6e  knowledge) 
of  human  character.  But  none 
start  from  a  knowledge  of,  or  even 
an  enquiry  into,  God's  character. 
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And  jet,  one  would  think,  if  this 
is  reallj  His  world,  if  He  goyems 
by  His  laws,  which  are  the  effluence 
of  His  character,  not  only  the  uni- 
verse, bat  every,  the  minutest,  cir- 
cumstance in  it — it  must  be  of  para- 
mount importance  to  find  out  what 
His  character  is.  Else  how  do  we 
know  where  we  are  going  ? 

Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
greatest,  the  most  world-wide,  and 
the  most  fatal  mistakes,  extending 
through  all  time,  which  have  been 
made  in  this  world,  have  arisen 
from  not  understanding  His  cha- 
racter. 

It  is  not  that  men  have  not  been 
absorbed,  throughout  the  history 
of  man,  in  reli^n.  Probably  no 
subject,  not  even  how  to  procure 
food,  has  absorbed  man  more.  But 
scarcely  any  study  has  received  less 
attention  than  that  of  the  character 
of  God.  Men  have  been  content  to 
take  it  upon  authoriiy,  upon  sym- 
pathy, antipathy,  blind  'intuition,* 
or  associa^on — they  have  been 
content  to  give  this  study  not  even 
the  serious  enquiry  which  is  given 
to  the  anatomy  of  a  pigeon  or  the 
construction  of  a  bivalve  shell— 
they  have  even  written  their 
'  passing  thoughts  '  on  religion. 
What  wonder  S  there  is  no  subject 
in  the  world  on  which  man  has 
such  crude,  such  ^passing'  thoughts 
as  religion?  And  this  the  most 
important,  the  most  diirpassing,  the 
most  difficult  subject  of  all. 

How  would  it  be  possible  to  con- 
struct  any  other  science  without 
knowing  its  fundamental  law?  to 
construct  the  physical  science  of  as- 
tronomy without  knowing  whether 
the  sun  or  the  earth  moved  round 
the  other?  to  construct  moral 
science  without  knowing  man? 
'Know  thyself,'  said  the  Greek 
wisdom  which  we  have  scarcely 
surpassed.  '  Know  Ood,'  has  indeed 
been  said — and  that  to  know  God 
is  eternal  life«— as  indeed  it  would 
be.  But  has  one  step  been  made  in 
knowing  Him  since  that  time  ?  Have 
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not  indeed  the  most  awful  retrograde 
steps,  the  most  astonishing  mis- 
takes been  made,  upon  which  whole 
polities  have  been  founded,  from 
not  knowing  the  character  of  God  ? 

Take,  e.g.,  some  of  the  most  fa- 
miliar instimces  of  mistakes  arising 
from  not  understanding  the  cha- 
racter of  God. 

That  God  regards  suffering  as 
good  in  itself,  uiat  He  pays  well 
those  who  inflict  it  on  themselves, 
is  the  basis  on  which  was  founded 
a  very  large  polity  in  the  Boman 
Catholic  Church. 

That  God  has  so  let  go  man  as  to 
become  essentially  wicked,  for  which 
He  has  instituted  no  other  system 
of  help  except  letting  Another  pay 
the  penalty  for  man,  was  the  founda- 
tion of  another  theory  of  religion 
sometimes  called  '  Evangelical.' 

That  this  barbarising  doctrine 
does  not  make  man  barbarous,  at 
least  not  very,  can  only  be  because 
men  are  so  much  better  than  their 
God. 

That  God  has  made  a  scheme  of 
salvation  and  damnation  by  which 
a  certain  number  of  His  creatures 
are  *  saved  *  everlastingly,  a  certain 
number  *  damned  *  everlastingly,  is 
considered  by  all  the  orthodox  mil- 
lions of  the  Church  which  calls 
itself  'Christian,'  whether  Boman 
Catholic,  Greek  or  Protestant,  as 
the  fundamental  doctrine  or  one  of 
the  Amdamental  doctrines  of  their 
faith. 

Then  the  (so-called)  *  Liberal' 
steps  in  and  says,  *  No,  Qod  would 
not  be  so  ill-natured.'  But  if  you 
ask  the  'Liberal '  you  will  find  that 
he  does  not  suppose  God  has  made 
any  other  plan,  any  plan  for  con- 
ducting each  and  all  of  us  to  per- 
fection; he  simply  supposes  that 
God  has  no  plan  at  all;  or  that, 
if  He  has,  we  can't  find  it  out. 

In  that  case,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  his  God  is  better  than  the 
others'.  Indeed,  in  point  of  intellect, 
He  is  worse.  But  what  is  the  use  of 
working  on  at  all,  what  is  the  use 
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of  sermons  at  all,  if  we  do  not  begin 
at  the  beginning — ^if  we  do  not 
know  who  God  is  ?  Why  should  I 
be  told  to  serve  Him  if  I  do  not 
know  whom  it  is  I  serve?  To 
please  Grod,  I  am  jostlj  told,  is  the 
end  of  my  being ;  bat  I  must  know 
what  Qod  is  like,  in  order  to  know 
what  is  pleasing  to  Him.  The  most 
frightful  crimes  which  this  world 
has  ever  seen  have  been  perpetrated 
'to  please  Gbd.'  So  strange  and 
fatal  have  been  the  mistakes  as  to 
what  He  is  and  what  does  please 
Him.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  the  be« 
ginning  of  all  knowledge  to  know 
Him  ?  ihe  very  first  step  in  theo- 
logy, in  edncation,  in  every  line  and 
moment  of  our  conduct,  to  find  out 
what  is  Grod's  character  ?  But  we 
do  not  even  make  it  the  last.  *  I 
am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  b^|^* 
ning  and  the  endmg,'  the  first 
letter  and  the  last  and  every  in- 
termediate one  of  all  this  life- 
alphabet  of  man.  How  true  those 
words  are !  *  I  am  the  beginning 
and  the  end.'  And  how  litUe  they 
are  att^ided  to !  E.g.  we  are  told 
that  God  looks  only  at  our  '  inten- 
tions.' It  would  seem  indeed  as  if 
we  thought  God  Himself  had  only 
intentions.  For,  as  to  crediting 
Him  with  a  plan  within  which  we 
have  to  work,  without  which  we 
can  do  nothing,  we  never  so  much 
as  believe  that  He  has  any. 

It  is  strange  how,  hpnori^  and  in 
direct  opposition  to  every  testi- 
mony, every  positive  experience 
since  the  world  began,  we  lay  down 
or  take  for  grant^  that  Cfod  has 
such  and  such  qualities. 

Take,  e.g.,  this  dictum,  that  Qod 
looks  only  at  our  intentions — a 
cloak,  by  the  way,  for  every  lazi- 
ness, every  unwisdom  of  man,  an 
excuse  for  not  taking  the  means  of 
success  which  we  must  take  for 
every  walk  of  life — ^for  not  cultivat- 
ing judgment,  obtaining  experience, 
watching  results,  as  we  do  in  every 
other  profession,  science,  and  busi- 
ness. 


And  yet  we  say,  and  say  tmlj, 
that  He  visits  the  sins  of  the  fiiitheid 
upon  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion ;  that  is,  so  far  from  *'  looking 
only  at  the  intentions,'  the  race,  iiie 
place,  the  climate,  the  conditiom 
(sanitary  or  otherwise),  the  educa- 
tion, the  moral  influences  and  as- 
sociations, all  Uiat  goes  to  make  np 
that  vasfc  item  which  we  call  hj  the 
little  word  *■  circumstances,'  ail  tiiis 
tells  on  the  next  generation,  andtlie 
next,  and  the  next,  and  makes  the 
world.  Mankind  is  to  create  maur 
kind.  Mankind  has  to  create  the 
circumstances  which  make  man- 
kind. Mankind  has  even  to  find 
out  from  experience  what  is  virtue 
and  what  is  vice.  No  instmct 
shows  him  this,  no  conscience.  All 
that  conscience  tells  him  is  to  do 
what  is  right,  and  not  to  do  what  is 
wrong.  But  whai  is  the  right  and 
what  is  the  wrong  mankind  has  to 
find  out. 

Yet  we  see  that  inexorably  oon- 
sequences  are  visited  upon  the 
'third  and  fourth  generation.'  Con- 
sequences of  what  p  Of  ignorance. 
Why  ?  Because  this  is  the  veiy 
plan  of  Gbd  to  teach  man  through 
mexorable  consequences.  To  teach 
him  what?  That  suffering  is  to 
be  the  inexorable,  the  intermin- 
able oonsequence  of  error.  Noi 
80 :  for  under  this  and  throngh 
this  all  is  the  river  deeply  flowing 
(the  imperishable,  never  interrapt^ 
Nile),  the  warp  upon  which  all  this 
suffering  is  the  woof,  the  *  still 
small  yoice ' — ^which  is  the  plan  of 
God  to  bring  each  and  all  of  qb  to 
perfection  through  mankind  lean- 
mg  to  create  mankind  by  experi- 
ence, learning  by  means  of  the 
invariable,  the  inexorable  nature 
of  these  copsequenoes. 

It  is  said  that,  in  Japan,  oYeiy 
one  in  whose  house  a  fire  originates, 
whether  accidentally  or  not,  is  he- 
headed  without  appeal ;  that  is,  no 
one  looks  at  his  *  intentions.' 

Is  not  this  something  like  the 
government  of  God  P    tf  one  has 
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not  had  Hie  wisdom  to  prevent  the 
fire^  does  He  the  less  permit  the 
fire  to  bum  us  and  our  children  P 
Does  He  *  forgive'  ns  the  conse- 
quences P  But  there  seems  in  al- 
most all  present  teaching  of  Chris- 
tianity an  ineradicable  prepossession 
that  'forgiveness'  means  the  re- 
moval of  ftktore  eternal  punishment, 
that  Qod  has  nothing  to  do  with 
laws  r^ulating  or  registering^  re- 
sults in  this  world,  but  that  He 
keeps,  as  it  were,  a  rod  in  pickle  for 
us  in  the  next ;  which  rod  in  pickle  is 
to  be  averted,  it  really  seems  to  be 
taught,  by  a  certain  number  of  cere- 
monial observances. 

This  is  another  of  those  cu- 
rious practical  mistakes  extending 
through  centuries  from  misunder- 
standmg  the  character  of  God — 
the  believing  Him  to  be  pleased, 
to  be  best  worshipped,  with  cere- 
monial, not  moral,  service.  How 
could  this  mistake  have  originated 
in  Christianity,  since  Christ  may 
be  said  to  have  preached  beyond  all 
other  things  the  spiritual  service  of 
Qodj  the  serving  Him  hy  serving 
man  ?  It  is  a  mistake  actuiedly  more 
prevalent  now  in  Christianity  than 
it  was  in  some  other  religions,  such 
as  Buddhism. 

Mysticism  in  all  ages  and  in  aU 
creeds — as  in  Oriental  religions,  so 
in  Western  Christianity — seems  to 
have  been  a  reaction  against  this. 

n. 

Bui,  as  often  happens,  there  has 
been  another  reaction  besides  Mys- 
ticism in  quite  another  direction, 
and  this  is  Positivism. 

By  Positivists  it  is  thought  that, 
to  learn  the  laws  of  nature  as  &r 
as  we  can,  without  troubling  oar 
heads  about  Him  who  made  them, 


if  indeed  there  be  One  (about  whom, 
they  say,  we  can  know  nothing),  is 
the  only  course  for  man. 

Is  not  this  leaving  out  the  most 
inspiring  part  of  life  P 

Suppose  Plato  had  said,  *  I  find 
certain  words,  a  certain  life,  on 
which  I  mean  to  base  my  own  ; 
but  I  do  not  care  as  to  whether 
these  are  the  words,  the  life,  of 
Socrates.  I  can  know  nothing 
really  about  him.  He  is  indifferent 
to  me.' 

The  whole  inspiration  of  Plato's 
life  seems  to  have  been  his  having 
known  Socrates.  And  shall  it  be 
less  of  an  inspiration  to  us  to  have 
known  God,  to  know  God  P 

By  Positivists  it  is  said,  the  aspi- 
rations, the  *  unsatisfied  instincts' 
of  man  point  not  to  the  develop- 
ment of  that  particular  man,  to 
*  eternal  life'  for  him^  as  the 
moralists  say,  but  to  the  develop- 
ment of  *  humanity.'  This  appears 
strictly  illogical.  If  one  human 
life  is  a  disappointing  fragment, 
humanity  means  a  mass  of  disap- 
pointing fragments — a  crowd  of 
unfinished  lives — an  acciunulation 
of  worthless  abortions.  Is  it  worth 
while  for  me  to  work  either  for 
humanity  or  myself  if  this  be  so  P  ^ 
Above  au,  is  it  worth  while  for  me 
to  work  if  there  be  no  God,  or  if 
there  be  only  such  a  God  as  this  P 
Unless  I  am  a  fellow-worker  with 
Divine  Power,  who  is  working  up 
all  our  poor  little  puny  efforts  into 
a  whole— a  whole  of  which  our 
efforts  are  only  parts,  and  worth 
anything  only  in  as  much  as  they 
are  parts — shall  I  work  at  all  P 

To  be  a  fellow-worker  with  Gtod 
is  the  highest  inspiration  of  which 
we  can  conceive  man  capable.  But 
how  can  we  be  fellow- workers  with 
God  if  we  do  not  know  His  plan  P 


'  A  law  18  only  a  register,  a  register  of  the  will  of  God — always  the  same. 

* '  Collective  Humanity ' — a  term  of  religion  much  used  by  the  Positivist,  and,  indeed, 
^  the  *  extremely  not  so '  too.  Angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  as  I — a  *  oolleo- 
tion '  of  abortions — a  *  collection'  of '  me*  s.  Is  this  what  I  am  to  rererence  ?  this  whidi 
I  am  to  work  for? 

B  B2 
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The  world  is  God's,  not  thine :  let  Him 
Work  out  a  change,  if  change  most  be, 

says  the  Tempter,  in  the  ballad. 

The  Tempter  says  what  is  (though 
in  a  different  sense)  strictly  true. 
It  is  Qod  (who  made  the  world 
and  all  that  is  in  it)  whose  plans 
mnst  work  out  its  progress  and 
perfection.  And  we  can  only  be 
anything  or  do  anything  towards 
it  exactly  ill  as  far  as  we  are 
fellow- workers  with  God;  exactly 
in  as  far  as  we  study,  discover, 
and  work  in  accordance  with  His 
laws,  His  designs. 

The  Tempter  (in  the  ballad)  goes 
on: 

The  hand  that  planted  best  can  trim 
And  nurse  the  old  unfruitful  tree. 

Quite  true,  Tempter ;  but  not  true 
in  so  far  as  we  are  not  trees.  At 
least,  we  -advance  beyond  being 
trees.  And  then  we  must  help  to 
*trim'  and  *  nurse*  not  only  our- 
selves,  but  those  who  have  not  yet 
advanced  beyond  being  *  trees.' 
And  at  present  their  name  is  Legion. 

The  world  is  God's,  not  thine. 

Even  the  Positivist  acknowledges 
this  in  the  sense  that  there  are 
inexorable  laws  beyond  altogether, 
not  our  ken  but,  our  touch.  We 
cannot  move  them  a  hair's  breadth 
to  the  right  or  the  left. 

The  world  is  God's,  not  ours. 
But  God  means  to  make  it  ours. 
And  how  can  He  make  it  ours, 
except  by  leading  us,  by  His  inva- 
riable laws,  to  know  how  to  govern 
by  them  ?  It  is  law  which  makes 
us  kings.  His  kingdom  is  a  king- 
dom of  law.  Without  laws  there 
can  be  no  kingdom.  He  wants  to 
give  us  His  kingdom.  How  is  He 
to  do  this  P 

m. 

Into  this  kingdom  we  scarcely 
seem  up  to  this  time  to  have  effected 
the  smallest  entrance.  And  for 
two  reasons  : — 


(a)  That  we  have  but  the  vagnest 
and  most  general  acquaiutance  with 
the  character  of  its  King,  restricted 
indeed  only  to  a  few  words,  to 
which  words  mankind  attach  the 
most  opposite  meanings,  (b)  That 
we  have  not  as  yet  even  be^n  to 
enquire  into  any  method  for  ascer- 
taining the  laws  of  the  kingdom — 
moral  philosophy,  as  I  believe  it  is 
usually  called. 

And  first: 

(a)  It  is  of  no  use  saying  tiiat 
God  is  just,  unless  we  define  what 
justice  is.  In  all  Christian  times, 
people  have  said  that  *  God  is  just,' 
and  have  credited  Him  with  an  in- 
justice such  as  transcends  all  human 
injustice  that  it  is  possible  to  con- 
ceive, e.^.  that  He  condemns  to 
*'  everlastmg  fire '  for  not  being  bap- 
tised, little  babies  who  oertainljcould 
not  get  themselves  baptised.  What 
is  the  most  horrible  and  wholesale 
infanticide  oompared  with  this  ? 
Not  even  that  of  the  Frenchwoman 
farmer  of  babies  who  poured  vitriol 
instead  of  milk  down  the  babies' 
throats,  and  dipped  their  heads  in 
boOing  water.  For  she  oertainlj 
did  not  mean  to  do  this  for  eter- 
nity. 

But  would  Gt>d  be  the  more  just, 
even  though  He  does  not  damn  the 
little  babies,  if  He  does  not  save 
them — if  He  has  no  scheme  by 
which  the  little  babies,  who  were 
never  asked  whether  they  would 
come  into  this  world  or  not,  are  to 
be  brought  to  perfect  happiness? 

Also,  there  is  extraordinaiy  con- 
fusion about  what  happiness  is. 
Whole  books  have  been  written  to 
prove  that  there  is  a  very  equal 
distribution  of  happiness  all  over 
the  world  in  all  classes  and  condi- 
tions of  men.  *  Paupers  are  accns- 
tomed  to  pauperism,  rich  people 
are  accustomea  to  ennui,  savages 
to  savage-dom.  All  these  have 
their  pleasures.'  This  is  the  argu- 
ment. Do  people  who  argue  thus 
ever  ask  themselves  for  one  moment 
what  happiness  is?      Or  do  they 
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leallj  call  the  excitement  of  gin, 
the  beastly  momentary  pleasure  of 
sensuality,  which  alone  diversify 
the  miserable  lives  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  London  poor,  happi- 
ness? Or  do  they  call  the  dc^d 
lock  of  carriages  in  Hyde  Park, 
with  dogs*  hc^ds  instead  of  chil- 
dren's out  of  window,  which  is 
the  break  to  the  ennui  of  the  rich, 
happiness  ? 

As  well  might  they  write  to 
prove  that  every  man  in  London, 
taking  the  average,  has  io,ooo{.  a 
year,  as  that  every  man,  taking  the 
average,  has  happiness.^ 

What  a  poor  idea  of  happiness 
this  is ! 

Is  not  the  happiness  of  God,  so 
far  as  we  can  conceive  it,  the  only 
type  of  what  happiness  is  ?  And 
why  has  God  happiness  ?  Not  be- 
cause He  can  do  what  He  likes.^ 
But  because  what  He  likes  is  good. 

It  would  seem,  then,  as  if  we  had 
to  define  what  the  very  word  that 
we  are  most  in  the  habi^  of  using, 
happiness  (in  moral  science),  means, 
before  we  can  go  a  step  &rther  in 
determining  what  the  moral  king- 
dom is,  what  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dcHu  of  God  (or  of  moral  science) 
are. 

Take  another  word  in  common 
use:  *Love.'  It  is  of  no  use 
saying  that  Gt>d  is  Love,  unless  we 
define  what  love  will  do.  That 
*6od  is  Love'  has  been  said  for 
eighteen  centuries,  while  the  most 
hideous  cruelties  have  been  perpe- 
trated in  the  name  of  this  God  of 

*  Love,'  cruelties  such  as  the  most 
savage  hate  of  savage  life  had  never 
invented. 

Ii  all  we  have  to  do  in  theology, 
all  we  have  to  say  in  moral  pru- 
losophy,  only  (as  sometimes  said) 
hj  way  of  illustration,  or  anec- 
dotes, of  a  few  great  principles,  such 
as  *God  is  I^ve,'  '(Jod  is  just,' 

*  (Jod  is  happy,'  &c.  4c.  ? 


Rather,  have  we  not  first  to  lay 
down  the  very  elementary  notions 
and  definitions  of  what  these  few 
great  principles  are — ^then  to  extend 
Qie  application  of  these  principles 
over  the  whole  of  the  moral  world  P 
They  cover  the  whole  domain  of 
moral  philosophy — ^the  whole  field 
of  human  action,  since  all  human 
action  sprines  from  the  great  princi- 
ples of  the  character  of  Gt>d.  There" 
fore  we  must  know  what  that  is. 

In  the  verv  measure  of  the  pro- 
gress we  make  in  finding  out  the 
real  facts  of  moral  science,  e.g. 
educational  science,  or  the  r^ 
&ct8  of  physical  science,  e.g.  sani- 
tary science,  in  that  very  measure 
those  facts  show  the  perfect  God 
leading  man  on  to  perfection. 

Take  the  newspapers  of  the  day 
for  illustrations.  ( i )  Advertisement 
of  a  book:  ^ Fever  in  London^  its 
Bocial  cmd  Sanitary  Lessons,'  Ex- 
actly as  we  find  out  the  real  facts, 
we  find  that  every  one  of  those  facts 
has  attached  to  it  just  the  lesson 
which  will  lead  us  on  to  social  im- 
provement. Were  'contagion'  a 
fact,  what  would  be  its  lesson  ?  To 
isolate  and  to  fly  from  the  fever  and 
cholera  patient,  and  leave  him  to 
die;  to  kill  the  cattle;  instead  of 
improving  the  conditions  of  eitheh 
This  is  the  strictly  logical  *  lesson ' 
of  *  conta^on.'  If  it  is  not  strictly 
followed,  it  is  only  because  men  are 
so  much  better  than  their  God. 
If  'contagion'  were  a  &ct — ^this 
being  the  lesson  which  it  teaches — 
can  we  escape  the  conclusion  that 
God  is  a  Spirit  of  Evil,  and  not  of 
Love? 

Now  take  the  real  fsbcts  of 'in- 
fection.' What  is  their  lesson? 
Exactly  the  lesson  we  should  teach, 
if  we  wanted  to  stir  man  up  to 
social  improvement.  The  lesson  of 
'  infection '  is,  to  remove  the  con- 
ditions of  dirt,  of  over-crowding,  of 
foulness  of  every  kind  under  which 


*  The  great  Lecky  has  actually  made  this  transcendent  blander  aboat  happmess. 
'  Is  not  the  nsnal  idea  of  happiness  *  to  be  able  to  do  as  one  likes  *  ? 
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men  live.  And  even  were  not  so- 
called  '  infections '  disease  attached 
to  these  conditions  hy  the  unchang- 
ing will  of  Qodj  it  wonld  still  be 
inseparable  from  social  improve- 
ment that  these  conditions  shonld 
be  removed.  Disease  is  Elijah's 
earthquake,  which  forces  us  to 
attend,  to  listen  to  the  *  still  small 
voice.'  May  we  not  therefore  say 
that  *  infection '  (facts  and  doctrine) 
shows  God  to  be  a  God  of  Love  ? 
And  this  is  but  one  instance. 

(2)  The  facts  of  what  is  more 
strictly  called  education,  though 
sanitary  fiw^  are  one  of  the  most 
powerful  means  of  educating  man- 
kind, show,  if  possible,  still  more 
strongly  what  here  has  been  im- 
perfectly expressed. 

Two  powerfol  addresses  to  the 
Universities  of  St.  Andrew's  and 
Glasgow  take  up  the  subject  of  edu- 
cation in  its  true  light,  viz.  that  edu- 
cation is  to  teach  men  not  to  know, 
but  to  do  ;  that  the  true  end  of  edu- 
cation is  production,  that  the  object 
of  education  is  not  ornamentation, 
but  production — (after  man  has 
learnt  to  produce,  then  let  him 
ornament  himself) — but  *  produc- 
tion '  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  term. 
And,  to  teach  man  to  produce,  the 
educating  him  to  perfect  accuracy  of 
thought— -and,  it  might  have  been 
added,  to  accurate  habits  of  obser- 
vation— and  to  perfectly  accurate 
habits  of  expression,  is  the  main,  the 
constant  way — ^what  a  grand  'les- 
son '  this  is. 

But  to  hasten  on.  The  modem 
Positivists  have  told  us  tiU  we  are 
sick  and  tired  of  hearing  it:  the 
moral  world  as  the  physical  world 
is  entirely  governed  by  laws.  This 
is  an  undeniable  truth.  But  we 
have  never  gained  one  st^  farther 
—they  have  not  told  us  what  one  of 
these  laws  is.^ 

Perhaps  the  only  one  we  know  is 


that  acts  of  the  moral  nature,  acts 
of  the  intellectual  nature,  become 
easier  by  habit,  i.e.  vicious  habits 
as  well  as  virtuo^s  ones  become 
more  powerful  by  repetition,  A 
man,  any  more  than  a  nation,  cannot 
will  himself  free  all  at  once — cannot 
will  himself  good  (in  any  one  sense) 
all  at  once. 

But,  otherwise,  this,  the  most 
practical  study  of  all,  the  study  of 
man,  since  man  we  have  always 
with  us — God  and  man  we  have 
always  with  us — ^is  almost  entirely 
neglected  for  want  of  a  method  to 
begin  it. 

But  may  it  not  be  found  thai — as 
mankind  has  in  the  last  thirty  years 
gone  at  a  pace  hitherto  unknown  in 
all  kinds  of  discoveries  in  physical 
science,  discoveries  in  chenustiy, 
discoveries  in  mechanical  forces,  in 
light  and  electricity,  discoveries. by 
sea  and  discoveries  by  land — tf 
mankind  would  l^t  set  to  work  on 
the  moral  laws  as  they  have  doiw 
on  the  {^ysical  laws,  equal  disco- 
veries would  be  achieved  ? 

Could  we  not,  e.g.,  discover  how 
to  redeem  man  from  pauperism, 
how  to  teach  every  man,  not  infirm 
or  incapable,  to  produce  P  Scarcdy 
a  single  step  has  been  niade  in  this 
direction  in  England — among  us,  the 
most  practical  nation  of  the  earth 
Could  we  not  discover  how  to  re- 
deem men  from  liabitual  crime? 
Though  our  ears  are  dinned  by 
Habitual  Criminals  Bills  and  the 
like,  crime  is  actually  increasing 
instead  of  diminishing,  it  is  some- 
times  said. 

In  the  worst  years  of  the  worst 
Pope,  300  years  ago,  a  Boman  ban- 
dit refused  a  pardon  on  the  ground 
that  robbing  was  more  lucrative  and 
the  robber's  life  more  pleasant  and 
secure  than  the  honest  man's  in 
Rome.  What  is  this  but  the  state 
of  London  now  P 


*  One  of  the  greatest  of  American  writers,  and  a  'Transcendentalist,'  has  written  that 
the  disooTery  of  how  Law  rules  the  moral  world  is  like  setting  ns  down  to  a  'feast.' 
It  is  a  *  feast '  of  empty  dishes,  then  ! 
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Is  it  possible  to  believe  if,  instead 
of  calling  injustice  justice  in  God,and 
imitating  it,  mankind  were  to  lay 
tbeir  heads  together  in  order  to  find 
out  what. are  the  ways  for  bringing 
man  to  perfection,  what  are  the  mws 
that  gpTem  the  moral  world — is  it 
possible  to  believe  that  just  as  great 
strides  might  not  be  made  during 
the  next  thirty  years  in  this  almost 
untrodden  field  as  have  been  made 
in  the  field  of  natural  science  ? — 
that  mankind  might  not  be  re- 
deemed from  habitual  pauperism, 
from  habitual  crime,  and  that  the 
£Ei.ce  of  this  world  of  men  might 
not  be  transformed  on  its  way  to 
perfection  after  a  manner  that '  eye 
hath  not  seen  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
hath  it  entered  into  the  mind  of 
man  to  conceive  *  ?  Could  man  have 
conceived  the  electric  telegraph 
half  a  century  ago,  or  even  travel- 
ling by  steam  ? 

(b)  But  secondly,  the  very  foun- 
dation of  moral  science  has  to  be 
laid,  the  method  by  which  we  have 
to  arrive  at  it. 

Bacon  and  Newton  laid  the 
foundation  for  physical  science  in 
England ;  that  is,  they  discovered 
the  method  by  which  all  enquiry 
into  physical  science  must  be  con- 
ducted in  order  t6  be  successftil. 

Has  not  this  now  to  be  done  for 
moral  science  ? 

As  Macaulay  says,  what  would 
Socrates  have  thought  of  us  had 
he  known  that,  since  he  was  here, 
we  have  measured  the  diameters 
and  distances  of  bodies  milHons  of 
milHons  of  miles  off"  ?  Yet  of  the 
nature,  the  metaphysics  of  nmn,  we 
know  hardly  more  than  he  did. 

Of  God  perhaps  we  know  less ; 
in  one  sense,  the  conception  of  a 
perfect  God  was  perhaps  clearer  in 
Plato's  mind  than  in  ours.  We  are 
not  speaking  here  of  practical,  real 
Christianity. 


Who  is  to  be  the  founder,  who 
the  Bacon,  of  a  method  of  enquiry 
into  moral  science  ? 

But  is  it  wonderful  that  no  steps 
in  moral  science  are  made,  if  no  one 
has  ever  yet  discovered  or  even 
thought  of  discovering  a  method  of 
enquiry  ? 

Observation,  careful  observation, 
in  moral  science  is  almost  unknown. 

A  priori  reasoning  upon  *  facts' 
which  are  not  facts,  begging  the 
question  upon  foregone  conclu- 
sions, is  all  the  art  or  method  we 
know. 

The  preacher,  the  legislator,  the 
statesman,  the  poor  law  adminis- 
trator, the  criminal  law  administra- 
tor, the  legal  world,  the  politician, 
the  educator,  the  moral  philosopher, 
all  these  have  the  moral  nature  of 
man  for  their  subject,  their  field  of 
work.  Yet  the  moral  nature  of 
man  is  the  only  subject  they  do  not 
know,  do  not  even  investigate,  do 
not  treat  of — the  only  field  they  do 
not  work  in  ;  or,  if  they  do,  it  is 
only  by  a  sort  of  rule  of  thumb. 

If,  then,  moral  science,  the  science 
of  the  social  and  political  im- 
provement of  man,  the  science 
of  educating  or  administering!  the 
world  by  discovering  the  laws 
which  govern  man's  motives,  his 
moral  nature,  is  synonymous  with 
the  study  of  the  character  of  God, 
because  the  laws  of  the  moral  world 
are  the  expressions  and  solely 
the  expressions  of  the  character 
of  God,  shall  we  not  undertake 
now,  with  all  our  minds,  and 
with  all  our  souls,  and  with  all 
our  hearts,  and  with  all  our  strength, 
this  study,  which  is  the  oldest,  the 
newest,  the  most  important,  the 
most  untouched,  the  most  Christ- 
like, the  most  philosophical,  the 
most  practical,  the  most  human, 
the  most  divine,  of  all  the  work 
that  God  has  given  us  to  do  P 
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OVER  THE  MARCHES  OP  CIVILISBD  EUROPE. 


A  KNIGHT'S  move  at  chess  is 
sometimes  very  convenient. 
So  the  benevolent  reader  will  please 
to  transport  himself  mentally  jper 
saUum  to  the  extreme  east  of  Han- 
gary,  where  we— that  is,  an  Oxford 
undergradoate  and  his  brother,  a 
Harrow  boy — fonnd  onrselves  in 
the  train  in  August  of  last  year, 
bound  for  the  little  village  of  Pe- 
tros^ny,  the  last  limit  of  rail  in  the 
south-we^t  Carpathians,  near  the 
frontiers  of  Wallachia,  but  just 
within  the  limits  of  Transylvania. 
Perhaps,  on  the  whole,  travellers 
for  these  regions  had  better  not 
try  to  pick  up  bits  of  useful  iuforma- 
tion  from  their  Hungarian  fellow- 
passengers,  or  else  they  might 
gather,  as  we  did,  the  following 
particulars,  interesting  perhaps, 
but  hardly  reassuring,  as  to  the 
Rouman  part  of  the  Carpathians, 
viz.  that  you  will  be  robbed  by  the 
Wallacks  as  a  matter  of  course, 
.  and  that  if  the  wolves  and  bears 
which  wander  about  in  flocks  don't 
speedily  put  an  end  to  your  exist- 
ence, *  why,  then  you  are  certain  to 
be  shot  from  behind,*  *  Ah,'  said 
another,  '  do  let  me  persuade  you 
to  alter  your  minds,  and  try  a  tour 
through  some  of  our  plains,  where 
X)eople  speak  good  honest  Magyar.' 
We  did  not  follow  his  ^vice, 
-and  on  the  contrary  we  were  ex- 
tremely glad  when  these  eternal 
plains,  which  were  fest  reviving  an 
infantile  idea  that  the  earth  was 
flat  and  that  you  would  tumble  off 
the  edge  somewhere  if  you  did  not 
take  care,  gave  place  to  the  flrst 
offshoots  of  the  Carpathians.  The 
hills  are    covered    with  dark    fir 


trees,  against  which  glitter  silver 
church  spires  in  every  variety  of  form. 
We  are  already  among  the  Roumans, 
weird  mysterious  people  in  sheep- 
skin mantles  and  great  shaggy 
caps,  who  realise  some  vague  iaeas 
I  had  about  Don  Cossacl^.  Does 
it  rain?  they  cover  their  heads 
with  shaggy  hoods,  and  then  you 
are  among  Esquimaux.  At  last, 
after  a  weary  journey,  we  reached 
our  destination  in  the  middle  of  the 
mountains,  only  four  hours  late. 

Petros^ny  is  a  little  ground-floor 
village  nestling  among  the  gigantic 
downs  which,  by  courtesy,  I  have 
called  mountains.  Four  parallel 
straight  lines  of  equal  length  will 
give  a  correct  ground-plan  of  its 
two  streets,  in  which  an  official 
notice  about  muzzling  dogs  is  put 
up  in  three  languages — Roumanian, 
German,  and  Hungarian;  but  the 
inhabitants  are  apparently  to  a  man 
Roumans,^  except  our  host,  who 
speaks  German.  To-day  it  is  milder, 
so  they  have  for  the  most  part 
divested  themselves  of  their  shaiggy 
cloaks,  and  walk  about  in  the  foU 
glory  of  flowing  white  trousers  and 
tunic,  and  a  broad  leathern  dagger- 
belt  round  their  waist  indented 
with  strange  spiral  decorations, 
and  curiously  reminding  one  of  the 
bronze  belts  discovered  in  ^e  pre* 
historic  cemetery  at  Hallstedi 
Some  have  rugged  caps  of  shaggy 
skin,  others  three-cornered  hats  or 
wideawakes  of  straw  or  felt.  They 
have  tnoustaches  occasionally,  but 
no  beard,  black  eyes  and  long  lank 
tresses  to  match.  As  to  the  women, 
they  may  be  readily  distinguished 
from  the  men,  showing  more  of 


'  I  call  them  by  the  more  general  name  of  *  Rouman,'  to  distinguish  them  fiom  tht 
Wallacks  of  Wallachia  proper ;  though  they  are  of  the  same  race,  and  are  called 
Walacher  by  the  Germans.  They  call  themselves  *  Romans'  pure  and  simpler  Ibeir 
language,  in  its  preference  for  u  rather  than  o,  resembles  more  the  Sicilian  dialect  than 
the  literary  Italian,  and  differs  from  all  the  other  Romance  speeches  by  possessing,  like 
the  Scandinavian,  the  po8t-]>08itire  article— e.g.  Thomme,  il  uomo,  el  horn  ore =ti/<loflto; 
but  the  Rouman  equivalent  is  homul-Aomo  iUe, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1878] 


Ooer  the  Marches  of  Civilised  Europe. 


579 


their  legs  and  less  of  their  hair; 
they  wear  white  dresses  reaching 
nearly  down  to  the  knee  and  Turk- 
ish waistcoats  elaborately  embroi- 
dered with  flowers. 

We  now  set  off  on  foot  for  our 
mountain  journey  to  Hermannstadt, 
Transylvania's  capital.  There  is  no 
pass,  but  we  intended  to  strike 
right  across  the  Carpathians,  trust- 
ing as  best  we  could  to  a  compass 
and  an  Austrian  map.  Our  first 
day's  joum^  was  over  mountains, 
a  little  too  like  downs,but  with  here 
and  there  splendid  bits  of  rock  and 
precipice.  Habitations  grew  more 
and  more  primitive  till  they  sank 
into  small  wooden  huts,  and  the 
villages  dwindled  into  groups  of 
two  or  three  such  hovels  and  then 
disappeared  altogether.  Luckily 
about  dusk  we  came  upon  a  party 
of  Houman  peasants.  Not  a  word 
of  German  did  they  understand,  so 
I  tried  Latin :  *  Dormire  ? '  '  Vor^ 
mire  I ' — they  understood  at  once, 
but  pointed  far  away  towards  Pe- 
troseny.  That  wouldn't  do  ;  so  we 
got  one  of  them  to  lead  us  to  his 
homo  in  the  mountains.  We  found 
that  their  speech  resembled  Latin 
and  Italian  enough  for  us  to  com- 
prehend a  little  of  what  they  said, 
and  even  for  them  to  understand 
us  a  little.  One  of  them  showed 
us  the  spot  where  he  had  killed  the 
wolf,  whose  hair  formed  his  head- 
gear. Darker  and  darker  it  grew, 
and  still  our  guide  led  us  on  along 
the  rough  mountain-side,  through 
woods  and  over  rocks,  till,  almost 
worn  out  by  continual  stumbling, 
we  stop}jed  before  his  hut,  a  rude 
circular  wigwam  of  rough  spars, 
situated  on  a  small  level  spot  on  a 
steep  slope. 

There  was  no  room  for  us  inside . 
when  we  got  there,  but  the  inmates 
were  very  hospitable.  They  brought 
us  out  hay  to  lie  on,  fresh  milk 
(lapte  didce)  to  drink,  water  (apa) 
to  cook  with,  and  made  us  a  roaring 
fire  (focu).  Their  supper  was  a 
little  piece  of  black  bread  and  some 


toadstools,  which  ther  roasted  bj 
the  simple  process  of  throwing  them 
on  their  backs  in  the  hot  embers^ 
having  first  sprinkled  them  with 
some  crystals  of  mountain  salt.  We 
tasted  a  crumb  of  it  and  found  it 
excellent,  but  very  peppery. 

That  night  we  had  to  he  out  on 
the  bare  mountain-side  in  a  pour^ 
ing  rain,  which  began  at  lo  p.m. 
and  continued  without  intermission 
for  fourteen  hours ;  and  next  morn- 
ing we  began  to  climb  the  largest 
mountain  we  had  yet  come  to,  owed 
Tartareu.  The  ascent,  through  thick 
woods  of  fir  and  beech,  was  very 
laborious,  as  the  rain  had  made  the 
ground  so  slippery  that  we  slid  back 
at  every  step.  The  lightning  has 
made  great  havoc  with  the  beautiful 
beech  and  fir  trees  of  the  higher  re- 
gions. Some  have  been  shivered  to 
pieces,  othera  have  a  black  tell-tale 
scar  at  top  and  bottom,  and  others, 
again,  have  been  chiselled  by  its 
coils  into  gigantic  cork-screws  of 
black.  The  view  from  the  summit 
was  extremely  beautiful — a  panora- 
ma of  dark  undulating  mountains 
on  every  side,  covered  with  dense  fir- 
forest,  and  fringed  with  white  clouda 
and  niist  just  lit  up  by  the  returning 
sunshine.    But  it  was  fearfully  wild. 

We  followed  the  mountain  ridge 
at  an  elevation  of  about  6,000  feet. 
Still  amidst  the  same  profoundly 
lonely  scenery,  in  a  silence  only 
broken  by  the  croak  of  a  raven  (the 
commonest  bird  in  these  wilds)  and 
an  occasional  woodpecker,  hammer- 
ing away  with  his  red  head.  Li  the 
lower  and  somewhat  less  desolate 
parts  were  also  crossbills,  magpies 
(some  of  them  of  a  brilliant  blue), 
pigeons,  and  many  kinds  of  tits  and 
wrens,  especially  the  little  golden- 
crest,  true  to  its  love  of  fir  trees. 

Hour  passed  on  hour,  but  in  vain 
we  gazed  down  into  valley  after  valley 
for  any  sign  of  man.  Many  glades 
we  saw,  far  below,  well  adapted  for 
cultivation,  but  none  was  there,  and 
for  the  rest  the  mountains  were 
covered  with  endless,  trackless  fir 
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forest,  the  trees  growing  to  an  in- 
credible height.  Yet  the  Carpa- 
thians derive  a  certain  pecuUar 
beauty  from  their  sombre  garments 
— a  deep  heavenly  blue  hangs  over 
even  the  nearer  distance,  which  you 
rarely  see  elsewhere.  The  fir  trees 
when  superannuated  are  clothed  in 
a  grey  charity-suit  of  lichen,  which 
hangs  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of 
the  tree,  wreathing  and  festooning 
the  dead  wood  in  unbroken  threads 
from  branch  to  branch.  This  is  the 
forest  primeval,  and  we  found  forcing 
our  way  through  it  a  work  of  extreme 
labour,  as  at  almost  every  step  we 
were  confronted  by  vast  natural 
barricades  of  fallen  trees,  and 
branches  torn  off  by  hurricanes,  for 
here  the  wind  acts  as  woodman,  and 
the  lightning  Is  charcoal-burner. 
But  who  is  to  carry  off  the  fine 
timber  that  lies  on  the  ground  ? 

While  engaged  in  this  difficult 
work  we  came  upion  the  track  of  a 
bear.  There  were  his  foot-prints, 
claws  and  all,  indented  in  the  soft 
clay,  and  a  magnificent  animal  he 
must  have  been,  to  judge  fix)m  their 
size !  We  were  not  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  their  owner,  but 
Bruin's  tracks  were  a  decided  help 
to  us,  as  they  led  very  much  in  our 
direction,  or  rather  what  we  thought 
was  our  direction.  But  we  soon  lost 
his  track  in  less  impressionable  soil. 
We  were,  however,  consoled  by  a 
delicious  foast  of  fine  wild  straw- 
berries, and  raspberries  of  exquisite 
flavour  spread  all  around ;  and  we 
fancied  that  we  had  found  Bruin's 
dining-room. 

We  kept  on,  ^ding  ourselves  as 
well  as  we  could  manorth-east  direc- 
tion, and  found,  towards  evening,  a 
shepherd's  track  leadingdown  into  a 
valley,  which,  though  converted  into 
a  stream  by  recent  rains,  we  fol- 
loT^ed  in  hopes  of  getting  a  night's 
lodging.  It  was  lucky,  on  the 
whole,  that  we  had  some  such  clue, 
for  soon  a  thick  cloud  settled  over 
us,  and  we  saw  nothing  till  a  dog, 
flying  at  us,  revealed  a  Bouman 


shepherd  milking  his  sheep — snow- 
white,  as  all  the  sheep  are  here.  He 
led  us  to  his  casa^  and  told  us  we 
might  sleep  there.  A  queer  primi- 
tive dwelling  it  was.  A  hut  of 
unhewn  wood,  guiltless  of  chimney 
pr  window,  but  with  a  hole  at  each 
end  under  the  eaves  to  let  out  the 
smoke ;  and  as  to  light  and  ventila- 
tion, the  architect  had  admirably 
provided  for  them  by  the  simpk 
but  original  device  of  leaving  half 
an  inch  of  daylight  between  each  of 
the  rough  trunks  that  formed  its 
sides.  It  was  all  one  room,  with 
just  a  little  partition  shutting  off  a 
sanctuary  sacred  to  cheese  and  milk, 
and  with  a  wooden  dais  mnning 
round  it,  raised  about  three  feet 
frx>m  the  ground,  and  serving  as 
chairs  by  day  and  beds  by  night — 
for  which  latter  purpose  it  was 
partitioned  into  berth.s  by  little 
wooden  knife-edges,  by  reposing 
your  head  on  which  you  may  dream 
that  you  are  on  the  guillotine.  But 
I  anticipate.  A  few  stones  in  the 
middle  of  the  room  form  the  hearth, 
and  a  wooden  hook  swings  over  it 
fix)m  the  blackened  beam  above — 
the  good  old  Homeric  ftiXaOpov, 

In  fact,  the  scene  is  altogeilier 
of  epic  days;  in  such  a  home  as 
this  the  old  swine-herd  Eudqsbqs 
might  have  received  the  'way- 
worn Odysseus ;  outside  lie  dogs 
such  as  those  that  nearly  tore  the 
wanderer  in  pieces,  and  pigs,  too, 
such  as  the  old  herd  kept  for  his 
lord.  And  surely  those  forms  that 
stand  out  in  the  firelight  are  big- 
limbed  and  noble  and  simple  as 
ever  those  that  floated  before  the 
mind's  eye  of  the  blind  poet.  I 
have  never  seen  a  family  of  larger 
mould.  There  is  the  father,  our 
host,  a  magnificent  man,  over  six 
feet  tall,  and  broad  and  big  in  pro- 
portion, there  are  his  mother  and 
comely  wife,  his  grown-up  son, 
suo  similis  patriy  and  two  twin 
daughters  about  twelve  years  old, 
but  evidently  very  large  for  their 
age,  with  great  black  lustrous  eyes 
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and  black  cascade  of  hair,  cat  square 
over  their  foreheads.  There  is  a 
natural  refinement  about  these 
people  which  we  ndtice  wherever 
we  come  across  them,  a  politeness 
which  prompts  them  even  in  the 
heart  of  the  mountains  to  touch 
^eir  hat  to  a  stranger,  a  delicacy 
which  in  spite  of  their  evident 
curiosity  holds  them  back  from 
prying  into  our  knapsacks  and 
chattels.  Of  course  we  must  share 
their  supper,  delicious  sheep^s  milk, 
oordB  and  bkok  bread — they 
wouldn't  hear  of  our  eating  our 
own  food.  Then  we  were  shown 
our  bed^  one  of  the  wooden  com- 
partments above  mentioned,  four 
feet  long,  by  three  broad — one 
between  us  two.  No  dressing  or 
undressing  here;  but  you  get  into 
bed  just  as  you  ai'e,  and  if  you 
happen  to  have  a  great-coat,  put 
it  on.  They  gave  us  two  little 
bits  of  fleece  for  sheets,  and  so  we 
went  to  sleep  on  the  hard  boards. 

Taking  what  we  saw  yesterday 
and  to-day  among  these  Roumans 
of  the  mountains,  we  have  a  strange 
picture  of  primitive  life  presented 
to  us.  Gut  off  from  intercourse 
with  mankind  at  large  by  the  forest 
and  fisuvstretching  mountainQ,  these 
people  live  in  a  Uttle  world  of  their 
own.  They  li^ve  neither  beer  nor 
wine ;  neither  tea  nor  coffee,  and 
their  diet  is  apparently  mainly 
vegetarian — curds  and  cheese,  and 
a  httle  maize  cake  or  black  bread, 
eked  out  by  Wild  fruit  and  fungus ; 
their  drink  is  water,  or  the  milk  of 
their  sheep.  They  spin  their  own 
clothes,  every  woman  has  her  distaff 
and  spindle,  and  the  men  mend 
their  own  rents.  A  piece  of  wood, 
a  broken  bit  of  pottery,  or  even  a 
green  walnut,  serves  them  for 
spindle  whorl.  Sheep,  wolves,  and 
bears  supply  them  with  cloaks  and 
hats.  Metal  is  ahnost  or  entirely 
unknown.  Their  vessels  for  cook- 
ing  and  drinking  are  of  rude  pottery, 
sometimes  barbmoally  painted,  and 
judging  by  their  shape  and  look 


might  have  been  dug  up  from  some 
prehistoric  barrow.  A  gourd  sup- 
plies them  with  a  bottle,  and  they 
make  cups  out  of  bark.  Wooden 
pegs  supplant  nails,  their  com  is 
ground  in  stone  handmills,  their 
little  patches  of  maize  are  tilled  by 
spades,  forks,  and  even  ploughs,  of 
wood  hardened  in  the  fire.  If  they 
had  stone  celts,  the  old-world 
picture  would  be  perfect 

Our  host  insisted  on  guiding  us 
part  of  the  way  to  La  Sibie,  as  the 
Itoumans  call  Hermannstadt.  We 
were  glad  of  any  help  as  we  had 
completely  lost  our  bearings,  and 
had  somehow  got  over  the  Walla- 
chian  frontier,  indeed  the  ten  hours' 
progress  we  had  made  yesterday 
was  anything  but  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. 

After  our  guide  left  us,  we  be- 
came once  more  enveloped  in 
clouds,  and  as  we  did  not  know 
where  we  were  when  that  event 
took  place,  we  were  afterwards 
still  more  at  sea.  A  compass  was 
only  a  very  slight  help,  as  going 
straight  ahead  was  impossible  in 
the  mountains.  Still  we  struggled 
on  as  best  we  could  through  voice- 
less fbrest  and  wilds,  till  about  four 
1».M.  we  came  upon  the  brink  of  a 
lovely  valley,  with  a  stream  at 
bottom,  to  which  we  made  our  way 
by  a  steep  descent,  and  finding  a 
projecting  rock,  resolved  to  pass 
the  night  under  its  shelter,  as  we 
had  already  had  nine  hours'  walk. 
So  we  lit  a  fire,  and  began  making 
ourselves  at  home. 

It  was  evening,  and  my  brother 
was  fishing  in  the  stream,  while  I 
was  out  of  his  sight  in  another 
direction  getting  firewood,  when  he 
detected  a  head  cautiously  peering 
at  hini  from  some  bushes  about  a 
hundred  yards  off;  he  went  on 
fishing  as  if  he  had  noticed  nothing, 
keeping,  however, 'a  sharp  look-out 
the  while,  and  shortly  became 
aware  that  there  were  two  men 
with  guns,  creeping  stealthily  to- 
wards our  bivouac.    They  dodged 


Digitized  by 


Google 


582 


Over  the  Marchet  of  OivHued  Europe. 


[May 


cautionsly  from  tree  to  tree,  and 
9,bsolatel7  crawled  along  the  ground 
where  the  eover  was  not  good.  He 
was  naturally  not  a  little  alarmed 
at  these  proceedings,  so  he  pat 
up  his  line  in  a  nonchalant  way, 
and  returned  to  our  fire,  where 
I  luckily  came  up  directly  after- 
wards. We  held  a  council  of  war, 
and  all  that  those  communicative 
Hungarians  had  said  to  us  in  the 
train  recurred  to  our  mind.  In 
flEtct  it  had  become  too  evident 
that  we  had  been  run  to  earth. 
There  was,  however,  some  consola- 
tion in  this  view,  as  it  tended 
to  show  that  they  would  wait  for 
nightfell. 

Still,  no  time  must  be  lost  in 
making  up  our  minds  what  to  do, 
and  they  were  soon  made  up  to  de- 
camp. Accordingly  we  put  some 
damp  wood  on  the  fire  to  make  it 
smoke  well,  and  look  as  if  we  in- 
tended passing  the  night  by  it,  then 
hastily  doing  up  our  knapsacks,  we 
commenced  our  retreat.  The  rocks 
rose  too  precipitously  behind  our 
intended  sleeping  place  to  allow  of 
our  escaping  in  that  direction,  and 
we  were,  so  to  speak,  in  a  kind  of 
trap.  Therefore  we  had  to  de- 
scend through  the  forest  towards 
the  dangerous  quarter,  and  pass 
near  to  where  by  our  calculations 
the  men  would  now  have  advanced, 
though  their  advance  over  such 
ground  must  necessarily  be  so  slow 
as  to  make  a  hundred  yards  equi- 
valent to  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
more  open  ground.  We  climbed  as 
silently  as  we  could  along  the  tree- 
covered  steep,  holding  our  revolv- 
ers, which  we  had  carefully  loaded, 
straight  before  us,  prepared  for  the 
worst.  However,  we  passed  safely. 
We  felt  we  had  got  a  starfc ;  the 
imminence  of  danger  took  away  all 
fatigue,  and  we  felt  fresher  than 
when  we  started  in  the  morning. 
We  hurried  on  nimbly,  quickly 
through  the  trees,  over  the  rocks, 
across  the  ridge,  down  another 
steep  gorge,  across  a  stream,  and  at 


last,  to  our  great  joy,  found  the  best 
path  we  had  seen  for  days.  It  was 
night,  but  we  still  kept  on;  and 
four  hours  after  beginning  our  re- 
treat, we  had  the  good  luck  to  hit 
on  the  remains  of  a  woodman's  old 
shed,  with  three  sides  and  part  of 
the  roof  still  standing.  Here  we 
crept  in,  lit  a  fire,  and  passed  a 
comfortable  night,  with  earth  for 
a  mattress  and  growing  fern  for  a 
pillow,  after  thirteen  hours'  walk- 
ing and  climbing. 

Next  day  we  kept  along  the  same 
beautiful  valley,  which  vras  worthy 
of  any  part  of  the  Alps.  Above 
us  on  either  side  towered  the  moun- 
tains several  thousand  feet,  below 
roared  a  river,  a  continual  idieet  of 
foam,  and  the  rocky  sides  of  its  deep 
gorge  though  almost  precipitous 
were  covert  with  dense  fir  forest, 
whose  darkness  was  relieved  by 
bright  beeches  and  silvery  birches 
and  waving  mountain  ash,  scarlet 
with  berries,  while  at  every  turn, 
like  the  ruined  castles  of  giants, 
started  up  spires  and  towers  and 
pinnacles  of  rock.  There  are  two 
specialities  about  this  scenery :  the 
trees  are  so  immense  that  they 
must  be  seen  to  be  believed  in,  and 
the  rocks  are  all  ablaze  with  glitter- 
ing mica.  As  to  flowers,  this  valley 
isa perfect  garden — aoottage  garden 
— ^you  wander  among  beds  of  sweet- 
Williams,  sometimes  the  pale  pink, 
sometimes  the  bright  crimson ;  you 
tread  under  foot  phlox  and  pinks 
and  sweet  peas.  Ton  fight  your 
way  through  thickets  of  vrild  sun- 
flower! Then  there  are  labiate 
spikes  of  brilliant  blue,  a  plant  like 
a  zinnia  with  a  crown  of  flame,  a 
large  bell-shaped  flower  growing 
like  Solomon's-seal,  but  of  the 
colour  of  the  purest  lapis  lazuli, 
and  any  number  of  others  equidly 
beautiful,  but  above  all  a  blue 
geranium  with  leaves  in  form  and 
fragrance  like  the  scented  plant  of 
our  greenhouses.  Had  we  hit  on  the 
Garden  of  Paradise  itself  P  After 
a  long  walk,   signs  of.  habitation 
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began  to  appear  once  more,  and  we 
passed  several  villages. 

In  dress,  house  and  utensils,  these 
Boxunans  of  the  Carpathians  exactly 
resemble  the  Croats.  The  villages 
here  might  be  taken  bodily  icom 
Tarkish  Croatia.  There  is  the  same 
palisaded  oonrtyard  into  which  the 
nonse  door  opens,  the  same  queer 
chevaux  defrise  over  its  gateway,  the 
same  system  of  wooden  roofing,  the 
same  granary  on  stilts,  a  gigantic 
wicker-work  basket  raised  aloft  on 
four  poles.  There  are  the  same 
mud  walls,  the  same  little  windows 
raised  high  above  the  ground.  The 
men  have  the  same  beardless  face 
and  long  tresses,  they  wear  the 
same  broad  belt  stuck  with  daggers 
<nr  pistols,  the  satchel  slung  over 
their  back,  the  white  flowing  tunic 
and  trousers,  and  the  sandal  shoes. 
Add  to  this  that  the  common  pitcher 
of  the  country  exactly  resembles 
the  '  stutschka,*  the  ordinary  crock 
of  Croatia,  Austrian  and  Turkish. 
These  facts  become  still  more  sug- 
gestive  when  it  is  remembered  that 
the  Boumanian,  though  a  Latin 
language,  has  a  large  Slavonic 
element  in  it.  When  you  get  into 
the  more  open  country  of  Wallachia 
you  notice  an  infusion  of  baggy 
-trousers,  loose  jackets,  and  of 
Eastern  architecture,  the  relics  of 
Turkish  rule ;  but  here  in  the  bosom 
of  the  mountains  these  people  have 
preserved  their  old  national  costume 
and  dwellings.  Here  you  see  the 
people  purely  as  Trajan  saw  them 
when  he  subdued  the  old  inhabitants 
of  Dacia  and  left  them  as  an  heir- 
loom  the  Bomanname  andlanguage. 
Here  you  still  see  them  as  they  are 
depicted  on  the  column  and  coins 
of  their  conqueror.  The  Romans 
have  altered  their  language,  but 
neither  they,  nor  Turk,  nor  Magyar 
could  alter  their  dwellings  or  cos- 
tume.    They  are  still  Slavonic. 

After  about  ten  hours'  walk  the 
Talley  opened,  and  we  emerged 
from  the  mountain^  at  the  little 
village  of  Petersdorf,  German  in 


name,  but  apparently  populated  ex- 
clusively by  Boumans,  and  soon 
afterwards  we  arrived  at  the  old 
Saxon  town  of  Miihlenbach,  one  of 
the  Sieben-Biirgen,  where  we  once 
more  got  civilised  quarters.  This 
is  a  thoroughly  Grerman  town,  with 
a  large  market-place,  and  streets 
of  two-storeyed  nouses  with  high 
sloping  roofs.  In  the  centre  is  an 
old  Gothic  church,  with  a  spire  of 
variegated  tiles  like  St.  Stephen's, 
Vienna,  surrounded  by  a  circle  of 
high  walls,  for  defence  in  time  of 
war.  Bemains  of  the  same  kind 
of  church-citadel  may  be  seen  at 
Hermannstadt.  Bound  the  town 
again  is  another  circle  of  old  walls, 
and  beyond  these  is  the  Vorstadt, 
the  suburbs,  almost  entirely  inha- 
bited by  Boumans,  and  consisting 
of  miserable  hovels.  The  inhabit 
ants  of  the  town  proper  are  Saxons, 
who  speak  to  one  another  in  their 
own  dialect,  but  address  the  stranger 
in  literary  German,  which  even  the 
children  know  fluently.  Their 
houses  are  neat  and  cleanly,  and 
you  feel  at  once  that  you  are  among 
a  learned  people.  A  Saxon  came 
up  to  me  while  I  was  sketching, 
and  invited  me  into  his  house,  a 
tiny  little  cottage  with  three  rooms 
in  all,  but  filled  from  top  to  bottom 
with  collections  illustrating  the 
natural  history  of  the  country; 
there  were  cases  of  birds,  and  but- 
terflies,  and  moths,  cabinets  of 
beetles,  boxes  of  land-shells,  and  a 
few  treasured  specimens  from  dis- 
tant seas,  all  collected,  set,  stuffed, 
named,  classified,  loved  by  him- 
self. He  was  very  poor,  and  the 
rest  of  his  furniture  consisted,  as 
far  as  I  remember,  of  some  rough 
chairs,  a  table,  a  bed,  and  a  few 
pots  and  pans  to  cook  his  dinner 
with.  This  was  a  characteristic 
picture. 

Next  day  we  had  a  de%htful  sur- 
prise— it  was  nothmg  less  than  the 
great  annual  market,  at  which 
some  30,000  peasants  attend  from 
the  country  and  mountains,  far  and 
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wide.  By  an  early  hour  the  large 
market-place,  the  streets,  and  every 
available  space  in  the  town  was 
filled  with  hastily  erected  booths, 
and  a  living  mass  of  peasants. 
What  a  sorfeit  of  costomes  !  What 
brilliant  colours  !  They  were  chiefly 
Boumans,  some  Saxon,with  a  sprink- 
ling of  Magyars,  Zingari,  and  other 
representatives  of  Transylvania's 
fourteen  nationalities.  The  Rouman 
men  wore  broad  black  wideawakes, 
which  here  supplant  the  ruder  caps 
of  the  mountains.  They  had  con- 
verted themselves  into  walking 
flower-pots  for  the  occasion,  with 
immense  nosegays  of  bright  dahlias 
stuck  into  their  hats.  Their  women 
wore  high  white  coi£^ires,  often 
half  of  lace,  and  above  this  a  fungoid 
straw  hat.  The  same  hat  was  worn 
by  the  Saxon  women,  who,  how- 
ever, were  to  be  distinguished  from 
the  Boumans  by  their  closed  vest. 
The  peasants  brought  all  their  little 
produce  and  manufekctures — fruit, 
cheese,  cabbages,  gherkins,  honey- 
combs in  small  casks,  coarse  wool- 
len homespun  doths,  queer  wooden 
pails  and  sieves.  They  went  away 
laden  with  every  variety  of  strange 
clothing,  archaic  belts,  hats  thi^ 
feet  wide,  barbaric  jewelleiy,  medi- 
eval knives,  and  Boman  pots,  bril- 
liant scarlet  bands  to  put  round 
their  hats,  and  many  such  like 
things.  Brummagem  was,  of  course, 
a  little  represented  amongst  the 
wares ;  but  by  {ar  the  greater  part 
were  marvellously  primitive.  Who 
shall  describe  the  crockery  ! 

Meanwhile  a  storm  was  brewing. 
We  had  unfortunately  thought  pass- 
ports a  relic  of  barbarism,  and  not 
brought  any  with  us.  The  day 
before  we  had  been  asked  for  one 
by  a  sour-looking  man  at  an  inn, 
who  drew  a  very  long  face  on  find- 
ing we  had  none.  Still  we  thought 
that  the  incident  was  over.  As  I 
walked  through  the  market-place 
suspecting  nothing,  I  stopped  to 
look  at  some  notices  affixed  to  the 
Stadthaus,  when  suddenly  up  comes 


a  viUanous-looking  little  man,  ciad 
in  brown  rags.  *  Would  the  Herr 
like  to  walk  in  ?  '  I  followed  the 
little  seedy  man  upstairs  and  along 
a  gloomy  passage  into  a  small  stone 
room ;  then  the  do(Nr  was  locked, 
and  he  left  me  to  my  reflections. 
Presently  I  was  ushered  into  an- 
other room,  where  sat  an  elderiy 
official  in  plain  clothes,  to  whom,  to 
my  horror  and  astonishment,  he 
began  pourine  forth  a  tosr^it  of 
accusation  and  invective.  Motion- 
ing the  little  wretdi  away,  the  offi- 
cial asked  me  whether  it  was  true 
that  I  had  not  a  passport.  Such, 
I  had  to  admit,  was  unflMrtonatdy 
the  case.  How  had  we  got  there? 
*  By  Peeth  and  Vienna.'  'Pesthand 
Vienna ! '  the  thing  was  absurd ! 
no  human  being  0(mld  go  to  Pesth 
or  Vienna  without  a  passport.  *  Do 
you  know,'  he  said  at  last^  with  the 
air  of  some  one  unveiling  the  head 
of  a  Medusa,  '  do  you  know  belbre 
whom  you  stand  P '  I  replied  that  I 
had  not  that  honour.  '  I  will  tell 
you,  then.  I  am  the  Head  of  the 
Police.'  Here  he  threw  himself 
back  in  his  chair  to  watch  the  effieots 
of  this  awful  announcement,  and 
then  added,  '  and  I  am  going  to  s^ 
you  both  back  to  Pesth  at  once«' 

Things  were  looking  serious,  when 
I  lucki^  remembered  the  name  of 
a  Transylvanian  friend,  a  judge  and 
member  of  the  Septemvinite,  whose 
address  I  had  with  me,  but  who 
lived  at  the  other  end  of  the  oountiy. 
*DidheknowHerpvonP.?'  Itwas 
a  happy  thought!  it  seems  he  did 
know  him.  xes,  the  address  was 
correct.  From  that  moment  Heir 
Nupkins  began  to  melt,  slowly,  but 
surely,  till  at  last  he  gave  me  his 
hand,  sayinsr,  «  Qehen  &e  in  Gbttes 
Namen ! '   I  went. 

Outside,  I  began  looking  at  the 
notices  Again,  when  up  oomes  the 
little  ruf^m  who  had  decoyed  me 
in.  He  was  not  a  gendarme,  not 
even  an  official,  but  a  paid  official 
spy,  a  beggar  dressed  in  rags,  a 
modem  delator.  Such,  I  was  assured, 
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Everywhere  we  bad  been  we 
were  told  tbat  to  cross  the  Bou- 
manian  frontier  witbont  a  passport 
was  impossible,  and  the  people  here 
were  open-montbed  as  to  the  futility 
of  sncb  an  attempt.  When  we  said 
we  were  going  oyer  the  mountains, 
they  shrugged  their  shoulders. 
They  have  but  one  epithet  for  the 
mountains  and  their  inhabitants. 
That  epithet  is  Bacramentische, 
But  we  were  encouraged  by  the 
fitct  that  we  had  already  strayed 
within  the  Wallachian  border 
without  any  particular  conse- 
quences, and  so  started  off  once 
more  to  fight  our  way  across  the 
Carpathians,  and  run  the  gauntlet 
as  best  we  might  amongst  forests 
and  rocks.  "We  now  plunged  into 
an  amphitheatre  of  more  Alpine 
mountiuns  than  we  had  yet  en- 
countered. Our  first  progress  was 
along  a  good  road,  with  glmipses  of 
glorious  bits  of  peak  and  precipice, 
till  about  twenty  miles  south  of 
Kronstadt  we  passed  the  night  at 
the  little  village  of  Torzburg,  the 
last  Saxon  abode  we  were  to  see. 
Here  is  a  mediasval'castle,  perched 
on  the  top  of  an  isolated  peak  of 
precipitous  but  wooded  rock.  Surely 
never  was  building  so  finely  situ- 
ated! We  were  now  underneath 
Mount  Buschetch,  which  has  the 
credit  of  being  the  highest  point  of 
the  whole  Carpathians,  attaining  a 
height  of  9,528  feet.  Here  we 
tried  to  get  guides  over  the  moun- 
tain, who  might  also  show  us  how 
to  get  unobserved  into  Wallachia. 
They  all  hung  back ;  none  of  them 
would  take  &e  risk;  there  were 
sentries,  they  said,  posted  all  about 
the  mountains.  So  we  had  to  start 
alone. 

But,  alone,  to  surmount  the  top- 
most precipices  of  Buschetch  was, 
we  thought,  beyond  our  power ;  we 
therefore  kept  along  the  forest- 
covered  heights  below  them,  to  dis- 
cover some  shoulder  of  the  moun- 
tain which  we  could  manage.  On 
we  clambered  from  one  roc^  gorge 
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to  another— on  through  woods  of 
firs  and  beeches,  some  of  which  were 
so  copper-coloured  that  we  mistook 
one  at  some  distance  for  a  red  fiag 
— ^through  open  glades,  brilliant 
with  large  wild  geraniums  of  red 
and  whitish  blue,  and  pinks,  and 
lilac  leafless  crocuses,  amongst 
which  flitted  butterflies  of  every 
hue,  commas  and  painted  ladies, 
widls,  and  clouded  yellows,  and 
giant  grasshoppers,  with  wings  of 
red,  Inack,  or  grey.  At  last  we 
began  the  ascent  of  the  great 
shoulder  which  we  must  surmount. 
The  beech  woods  already  lay  below 
us,  and  we  climbed  up  a  steep 
covered  with  firs  of  the  usual  im- 
mense size,  up  rocky  watercourses, 
over  forest  buricades,  till  the  pines 
grew  smaller,  and  finally  ceased, 
and  nothing  but  heath  and  rock  re- 
mained, and  on  surmounting  a  small 
headland  we  found  ourselves  at 
the  summit  -of  the  mountain  ridge 
which  forms  the  barrier  between 
Transylvania  and  Wallachia.  We 
were  at  a  height  of  between  seven 
and  eight  thousand  feet,  but  the 
higher  precipices  of  Buschetch,  to 
which  the  snow  can  scarcely  cling, 
still  towered  above  us.  The  view 
was  splendid,  embracing  the  whole 
of  the  highest  part  of  the  south 
Carpathians,  peak  after  peak  lit  up 
by  the  setting  sun,  till  they  feided 
away  in  the  purple  mists  of  evening ; 
while  far  away  in  one  direction  lay 
the  pass  for  which  we  were  to 
make,  and  in  the  other  the  long 
plains  of  Transylvania  exactly  like 
a  distant  sea.  And  nowhere  any 
sim  of  man. 

I^^ot  knowing  where  the  most 
advanced  outposts  of  Roumanian 
sentries  might  be,  we  resolved  to 
take  every  precaution,  and  accord- 
ingly waited  till  it  was  nearly  dark 
before  we  descended  to  the  zone  of 
fir  forest  on  the  Wallachian  side, 
cautiously  gliding  down  as  much 
under  shelter  of  the  rocks  and 
stunted  herbage  as  possible,  till  the 
cover  grew  larger.    By  the  time 
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we  got  once  more  among  the  higH 
fir  trees,  it  was  quite  dark,  and  it 
was  so  steep  that  the  only  way  to 
descend  was  by  digging  the  alpen- 
stock as  far  as  possible  into  the 
ground  and  letting  oneself  gra- 
dually down  with  its  support.  But 
at  last  we  came  to  a  place  too  steep 
even  for  this,  and  as  either  to  re- 
treat or  advance  in  the  dark  was 
now  impossible,  thought  ourselves 
lucky  in  discovering  a  small  hol- 
low, out  of  which  some  giant  of  the 
forest  had  been  uprooted  by  the 
gale,  and  just  large  enough  to  pre- 
vent us  rolling  down.  H^re  we 
lit  a  fire  and  lay  down  to  pass  the 
mght  once  more, '  sub  Jove  frigido.' 
What  a  strange  scene  it  was — ^the 
great  trunks,  lurid  in  the  fire- 
light, standing  out  against  the 
darkness,  the  silence  that  might 
almost  be  felt,  and  above  all 
the  mai'vellously  brilliant  stars 
peeping  down  through  .the  dark  fir 
branches  overhead,  with  such  lustre 
that  it  really  seemed  that  one  must 
be  a  bit  nearer  heaven. 

Next  morning  we  descended  to 
a  rocky  stream,  along  whose  gorge 
we  had  literally  to  fight  our  way, 
through  the  almost  impervious 
thickets,  and  sometimes  found  it 
best  to  take  to  the  water,  so  that 
oup  progress  was  very  slow  till  we 
came  to  more  open  glades  and  bits 
of  .mountain  pasture.  At  last,  on 
surmounting  a  height,  we  beheld 
the  Wallachian  high  road,  for 
which  we  were  making,  lying  be- 
low us.  And  there  too  was  a 
siffht  which  can  never  be  forgotten! 
ALnost  straight  before  me,  its  great 
shadow  thrown  against  the  green 
meadow-land  at  the  base  of  tiie  clifi*, 
was  one  of  the  brown  vultures  of 
these  mountains  circling  about  in 
mid-air,  which,  as  I  gazed,  rose 
towering  overhead,  and  floated 
about  the  sky  apparently  without 
a  motion  of  its  wings,  upvTiEu^ds,  ever 
upwards,  till  it  dwindled  to  a  speck 
and  finally  vanished  from  sight  in 
the  vast  azure.    Later  on  we  saw 


several  more.  We  now  cot  into 
the  pass,  a  long  waj  from  &e  sum- 
mit,' where  is  the  frontier  station, 
and  therefore  safe  from  sentriee, 
though  we  came  upon  acme  Boa- 
manian  soldiers  in  sheepskin  cloaks 
and  caps,  and  a  wilder  set  of  men 
I  never  wish  to  see,  with  anni  in 
their  hands. 

Farther  down  the  pass  we  caoa 
to  a  miserable  little  hut,  calling  it 
self  an  inn,  where  they  showed  ns 
a  wooden  dresser  to  lie  down  on. 
The  furniture  of  our  hotel  consisted 
of  the  said  dresser,  two  very  pre- 
Baphaelite  pictures  of  saints,  a  pair 
of  benches,  a  big  dog,  a  osJdron, 
some  fowls, '  and  a  fir  branch  with 
which  the  whole  place  was  swept 
out  at  5  A.M.  precisely. 

We  got  a  lift  in  a  hay-cart  from 
this  place  to  Eimpina,  where  tiie 
pass  opens  into  ihe  great  plain  of 
Wallachia:  the  mountains  were 
only  exaggerated  downs,  over  whose 
tops  frowned  the  fine  southern  pre- 
cipices of  Buschetch  :  th^  were  at 
first  covered  with  pine  forest  re- 
lieved with  fiery  copper  beeches, 
but  &rther  on  the  country  became 
more  barren;  the  hills  became 
smaller,  and  even  woods  disap- 
peared. The  cottages  here  preset 
a  new  feature,  for  the  wooden  roof 
projects  and  a  wooden  colonnade 
runs  all  along  the  fronts  with  often 
a  porch  in  the  middle  which  stands 
forward  from  the  rest  of  the  veran- 
dah, and  possessing  a  slightlj 
pointed  gable,  looks  a  little  like 
the  front  of  a  Ghreek  temple  in 
miniature,  with  the  slight  difierence 
that  the  marble  colunms  are  sup- 
planted by  small  posts  of  wood  and 
that  the  space  occupied  by  the 
frieze  is  filled  instead  by  wattle 
and  daub.  At  any  rate  the  driving 
here  is  classical,  not  to  say  Olym^ 
pian,  for  there  are  rarely  lees 
than  three  horses  or  oxen  driven 
abreast,  sometimes  as  many  as  five. 
Apollo  himself  might  have  conde- 
scended to  take  the  reins  of  some 
of  these  waggons ;  but  considering 
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that  the  road  picked  out  all  the 
precipices  it  could  find  to  run  hj ; 
considering  that  the  horses  had  a 
&cetious  inck  of  practising  the  out- 
side edge,  and  keeping  as  near  the 
brink  as  possible;  considering, 
moreover,  that  the  road  was,  to  say 
the  least,  jolty,  and  that  hay  is 
a  springy  body,  the  top  of  our 
vehicle  was  a  trifle  too  romantic. 

Kimpina  is  a  small  Wallachian 
town  with  a  feir  inn,  the  remains 
of  old  walls,  and  a  Greek  church 
with  a  silvery  excrescence  a  little 
like  a  tin  saucepan  which  has  lost 
its  handle.  We  are  now  in  a  land 
of  plum  woods  and  petroleum  wells ; 
indeed,  we  have  heard  that  in  some 
parts  you  have  only  to  put  a  light  to 
the  ground  to  ignite  it.  Great  cau- 
tion must  be  used  not  to  drop 
lighted  fasees  and  set  the  earth  on 
£^ ;  and  it  is  probably  for  this  rea- 
son that  the  natives  only  use  flint  and 
steel  or  little  horseshoes  of  magnetic 
iron  for  the  purposes  of  ignition. 

Here  we  got  the  return  fare  of  a 
carriage  to  Ploesti,  a  large  town  on 
the  Roumanian  railroad,  and  started 
before  it  was  light,  accompanied  by 
a  Wallack  genUeman  and  his  dog, 
who  ran  behind.  The  sun  had  just 
risen,  revealing  a  vast  treeless  plain, 
bounded  on  one  side  by  the  low 
southern  oflshoots  of  the  Carpa- 
thians, on  the  other  by  only  the 
linear  horizon.  Suddenly  the  dog 
behind  stopped,  and  began  howling. 
What  had  he  found  P  We  eot  out 
and  looked.  And  there  by  tne  side 
of  the  post  road,  in  the  fall  sight  of 
anyone  who  happened  to  look  that 
way — ^there  in  the  bright  morning 
sunshine— lay  the  corpse  of  a  mur- 
dered man;  his  hands  clenched 
tight  at  his  side,  his  throat  cut  &om 
oar  to  ear.  It  was  our  conviction, 
and  that  of  our  Wallachian  fellow- 
traveller,  that  it  was  a  case  of  mur- 
der and  not  suicide;  indeed,  it 
seems  that  this  method  is  not  uncom- 
mon among  the  assassins  of  these 
parts.  Judging  from  his  clothing 
it  was  a  poor^man,  and  the  features 


were  of  Zingar  cast.  But  the 
strange,  the  horrible  part  was,  that 
he  should  have  been  allowed  to  lie 
on  the  high  road  of  the  country, 
passed  every  day  by  the  post,  for 
evidently  over  a  week;  that  he 
should  be  left  with  no  one  to  bury 
him;  left  for  women  and  children 
to  gaze  on,  till  some  wolf  shall  be  his 
sexton,  or  some  vulture  his  tomb ! 

At  the  next  Wallack  village  our 
companion  mentioned  what  we  had 
seen.  The  people  grinned  and 
shrugged  their  shoulders.  There  are, 
it  seems,  no  police  in  these  country 
districts,  but  soldiers  accompany  the 
post,  as  it  was  recently  robbed  on 
this  road  by  twelve  armed  men. 

We  passed  a  gypsy  village  of 
miserable  mud  hovels,  so  small  that 
apparently  their  sole  object  is  to 
protect  a  fire.  The  men  may  be 
distinguished  from  the  Wallacks  by 
their  olive-brown  skin,  their  dirtier 
costume,  and  the  brown  coat  which 
they  generally  wear  over  the  white 
tunic.  The  women  cover  the  lus- 
trous black  plaits  of  their  hair  with 
a  light  kerchief;  round  their  neck  is  a 
necklace  of  coral  beads ;  for  the  rest, 
a  white  dress  and  dark  apron  before 
and  behind ;  the  costume  of  the  Wal- 
lack women  is  the  same,  but  the 
apron  and  kerchief  are  of  bright 
colours.  There  is  a  large  gypsy  po- 
pulation in  Wallachia,  and  here,  as 
also  in  Transylvania  and  Bulgaria, 
they  are  looked  on  as  the  dcmger- 
ous  classes.  And  well  they  may 
be,  poor  people.  The  Roumanian 
Zingars  were,  till  within  the  last 
few  years,  in  a  state  of  slavery,  and 
they  still  have  to  pay  a  capitation 
tax  for  their  liberation ;  poverty  and 
degradation  have  set  their  stamp 
upon  them,  but  in  their  faces  hand- 
someness is  strangely  mingled  with 
ferocity,  and  most  are  gracefully 
limbed. 

Ploesti  is  a  vast  village  with  a 
nucleus  of  civilised  houses  and  good 
shops,  a  large  market-place,  and  fair 
hotels.  Most  of  the  mud  hovels  have 
wooden  porches  and  porticoes,  and 
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some  even  of  the  better  bouses  of 
over  one  storey  have  tbese  verandabs 
all  tbe  "way  np.  Many  of  tbese  by 
tbeir  pecnliar  arcbes  betray  their 
Turkish  parentage.  Tbe  respectable 
part  of  the  town  presents  a  strange 
veneering  of  civilisation.  Imagine  a 
French  provincial  town  with  elegant 
iron  balconies  and  railings  to  every 
storey,  but  overdone  at  every  point 
with  most  pretentious  paint  and 
stucco,  and  built  of  such  execrable 
bricks  that  paint  and  stucco  alike 
peel  off  them  as  if  they  were  re- 
coveriDg  from  some  horrible  erup- 
tion !  Antiquity  there  is  none — 
how  could  there  be  ?  Each  of  these 
eggshell  houses  must  die  a  natural 
death  every  two  or  three  years. 
They  are  literally  ruinous  before 
they  are  finished  building. 

Everywhere  may  be  seen  the  signs 
of  Orientalism;  not  only  many  of 
the  houses,  but  a  large  proportion 
of  the  wares,  as,  for  instance,  the 
cutlery  and  jewellery,  are  of  Turkish 
shapes,  and  even  the  white  tunic 
and  trousers  are  here  to  a  great 
extent  superseded  by  *  bags  *  of 
brown  or  indigo,  blue  or  crimson 
scarves,  and  gold  embroidered 
jackets.  Of  course  the  costume  of 
the  respectables  is  European  and 
funereal  enough. 

We  went  on  by  rail  to  Bucharest, 
through  a  thinly  populated  country, 
a  vast  plain  witn  maize  and  pas- 
ture, beech  forests,  and  unreclaimed 
land.  The  train  was  crowded  with 
passengers — ^a  hopeful  sign. 

Bucharest  is  Ploesti  on  a  larger 
scale;  here,  as  there,  the  greater 
part  of  the  town  is  far-reaching 
suburbs,  with  mud  hovels  and  mud- 
dier roads — one  of  them  has  the 
appropriate  name  Strada  Odorei; 
but  the  central  portion  presents  the 
same  caricature  of  a  French  town, 
and  the  same  state  of  'premature 
and  perpetual  decay.*  There  are, 
however,  some  fine  stone  buildings, 
as  the  Palace  and  University ;  there 
are  theatres,  a  museum,  a  fair 
garden,  good  shops,  and  even  tram- 


ways in  course  of  constructioa 
A  general  air  of  wealth  is  aboat 
this  part  of  the  town ;  it  is  appal- 
lingly civilised ;  everywhere  the  cos- 
tume  of  cosmopolitan  convention- 
ality; in  the  ^ops,  Paris  modesy 
London  hats,  Vienna  gloves,  Boman 
shawls. 

The  cabs  here  are  most  elegant 
carriages,  with  two  horses,  and  to 
walk  is  considered  disreputable; 
everybody  rides  who  can  possibly 
afford  it,  and  many  who  can*i 

Everything  here  is  very  dear,  for 
all  the  wealth  of  the  country  col- 
lects in  the  capital,  and  the  rich 
landholders  take  up  their  abode 
here.  The  cause  of  this  abundance 
of  money  is  the  vast  exportation  of 
grain,  especially  of  maize,  from  '  the 
granary  of  Europe.'  The  markets 
here  show  signs  of  a  warmer  cli- 
mate ;  there  are  peaches,  figs,  and 
lemons  in  abundance,  and  magni- 
ficent grapes.  The  vin  ordinaire  dn 
jpays  is  something  to  remember,  it 
would  compete  with  the  best  French 
wines,  and  considering  the  fiunli- 
ties  for  exportation  afforded  by  the 
Danube,  it  is  marvellous  thi^  it 
should  not  be  known  in  England. 

Who  would  have  thought  that 
prehistoric  archeBology  had  pene^ 
trated  to  this  region  ?  Such  howev^ 
is  the  case.  The  last  number  of  ihe 
Trompetta  Carpatilor,  one  of  the  ten 
newspapers  published  bore,  had  its 
outer  sheet  covered  with  fair  illus- 
trations of  Neolithic  implements 
found  in  Boumania.  I  called  on  tbe 
chief  editor,  who  has  a  fine  collection 
of  stone  celts,  hammer  heads,  arrow 
heads,  and  especially  a  lance  head 
of  exquisite  worknianship ;  he  has 
some  bone  sockets,  potibery,  and 
burnt  cereials  from  a  lake  in  Wal- 
lachia  and  resembling  those  disco- 
vered in  the  Swiss  lake-dwellings. 
He  is  well  acquainted  with  uie 
works  of  Sir  Jolm  Lubbock.  There 
were  also  some  bronze-age  anti- 
quities, a  large  collection  of  Boman 
coins,  inscriptions,  bas-relief  and 
pottery ;  but,  especially  interestii^, 
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a  series  of  the  pre-Roman  coIds  of 
Daoia,  wbich  are  imitated  from  the 
€beek  coins  of  Rhodes,  and  also, 
like  the  pre- Roman  coinage  of 
Britain,  from  those  of  Macedon. 
What  makes  the  parallel  with  the 
ancient  British  coins  still  more 
striking  is  that  the  Dacian  moneyers 
like  the  British  tried  to  reprodace 
the  head  of  Apollo,  and  in  both 
eases  the  attempt  has  been  attended 
with  like  results.  In  Dacia  as  in 
Britain  poor  Apollo's  face  was 
gradnallj  modified  away,  till  only 
the  wreath  remained!  Ornament 
both  with  Dacian  and  Briton  was 
the  highest  approach  to  art  of 
which  they  were  capable.  Amongst 
the  Roman  pottery  found  here,  two 
forms,  a  kind  of  patera  and  a  water- 
pot,  are  still  to  be  seen  for  sale  by 
the  hundred  in  the  markets  of 
Bucharest. 

*  Dacia,'  *  Trajan,*  'Roman,'  those 
are  the  three  words  you  meet  at 
every  turn,  they  are  the  three  ideas 
uppermost  in  the  mind  of  your  true 
Bcmman.  Trajan's  effigy  supplies  the 
place  of  the  '  kine*s  head,'  there  is 
the  '  Roman '  cafe  and  the  *  Dacia ' 
h6tel.  They,  and  they  alone,  are  the 
true  Romans;  they  just  tolerate 
members  of  the  Latin  race  as 
weaker  brethren,  but  all  else  are 
outer  barbarians.  Gentiles,  Cim- 
merians. Those  who  know  the 
country  will  tell  you  that  this  is  the 
real  feeling  which  underlies  their 
treatment  of  the  Jews.  My  own 
observations  corroborate  this.  For 
example,  I  had  a  conversation  with 
another  of  the  editors  of  the 
Trompetia,  I  purposely  avoided 
introducing  the  subject  of  the  Jews, 
as  it  is  at  present  rather  a  tender 
point,  owing  to  the  recent  inter- 
position of  the  guaranteeing  powers, 
and  the  threat  of  the  Turkish  Suze- 
rain. Qui  s* excuse  s" accuse.  He  began 
almost  immediately  a  long  excul- 
patory tirade  against  the  Jews. 
*  Ah,  sir,  it's  not  their  religion,  it's 
the  men!  You  should  go  into 
Moldavia  if  you  want  to  see  what 


the  men  really  are.'  And  I  hear 
that  if  the  Jews  were  expelled  to- 
morrow, the  next  agitation  would 
be  to  get  rid  of  the  Greeks,  and 
then  the  Germans,  and  so  on  till  no 
foreigners  were  left  to  infect  the 
pure  Roman  breed !  There  are 
about  a  quarter  of  a  million  Jews  in 
Roumania,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  them  are  very  poorly  off.  There 
are  a  large  number  in  Bucharest, 
but  I  saw  only  one  Jewish  heading 
over  a  shop :  this  struck  me  as  a 
wonderful  piece  of  boldness.  1 
looked — it  was  a  porh  butcher's  ! 

Nevertheless,  as  may  be  gathered 
from  their  physiognomy,  the  popu- 
lation of  Bucharest  is  of  very  mixed 
blood.  This  is  greatly  owing  to 
the  Fanariotes  of  the  Greek  qufuH^r 
of  Constantinople,  to  whom  the 
government  of  the  country  was 
entrusted  by  the  Turks.  The  Court 
jeweller,  who  had  bought  the  post 
of  Hospodar,  naturally  made  the 
speculation  pay,  and  made  not  only 
his  own  fortune  but  that  of  his 
relatives  who  settled  in  the  capital, 
and  lived  on  the  fat  of  the  land. 
Their  rule  is  over,  but  their  descen* 
dants  form  a  large  ingredient  in  the 
upper  classes  here.  Besides  this 
there  is  a  considerable  colony  of 
Germans  and  some  Italians. 

But  there  is  one  nation  which  the 
Roumans  really  believe  in,  that  is 
the  French.  Not  only  do  they  imi- 
tate their  town  architecture,  but 
they  send  their  children  into  France 
to  be  educated ;  they  read  French 
literature,  they  ape  French  dress 
and  manners,  and  anyone  with  the 
slightest  pretensions  to  .  respect- 
ability can  speak  French  fluently 
— a  ffreat  boon  to  foreigners.  Even 
the  headings  of  the  shops  in  Bu- 
charest are  as  often  French  as  Ron- 
man,  and  they  use  French  gold 
money.  They  delight  to  call  their 
capital  *  petit  Paris,*  and  indeed 
some  of  tue  streets  would  deserve 
the  title  if  they  were  built  of  better 
brick,  but  these  people  will  begin  at 
the  wrong  end — they  have  the  orna-> 
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ment,  the  luxury,  the  polisli,  but 
not  the  solid  foundations  of  civilisa- 
tion ;  in  this  respect  thej  present  a 
marked  contrast  to  the  Servians. 
Of  course  all  this  has  its  bright 
side,  they  are  brought  into  the  cur- 
rent of  European  thought  by  French 
literature,  they  have  already  given 
up  the  Cyrillian  alphabet  for  the 
I^tin,  and  Tvill  no  doubt  soon  lose 
many  of  their  insularities.  Not 
only  here,  but  at  Ploesti  and  Giur- 
gevo,  spacious  national  schools  are 
to  be  seen,  and  at  Bucharest  one 
of  the  few  stone  buildings  is  a 
University.  And  the  taste  dis- 
played in  the  arrangement  of  their 
shops  and  the  decoration  of  their 
houses  might  well  be  imitated  in 
England. 

A  great  effort  has  been  made  of 
late  years  towards  the  unification 
of  the  Roumanian  dialects,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  literary  standard. 
A  congress  was  accordingly  as- 
sembled at  Bucharest  to  which  came 
deputations  from  every  branch  of 
the  race.  The  fact  is,  that  with  a 
few  breaks  here  and  there,  a  band 
of  Latin-speaking  people  might  be 
traced  from  the  Adriatic  to  the 
Black  Sea.  In  Servia  there  is  a 
large  Bouman  population,  about 
250,000  or  nearly  a  fifth  of  the 
whole  population,  and  when  there 
we  saw  some  of  these  proud  descen- 
dants of  Augustus — for  that  I  be- 
lieve is  part  of  their  creed  ! — ^re- 
sembling beasts  rather  than  men : 
Sloths,  for  example,  with  legs, 
body,  arms,  and  head,  swathed  in 
shaggy  skin.  Bemembering  that 
in  Transylvania  they  form  five- 
eighths  of  the.  population,  that  they 
have  a  Banat  in  Eastern  Hungary, 
that  they  occupy  Bessarabia  and 
the  Buckowina,  and  have  an  in- 
dependent nucleus  amounting  to 
some  five  millions  in  Moldavia 
and  Wallachia  round  which  to  clus- 
ter, it  becomes  evident  that  such  an 
experiment  as  a  free  plebiscite  in 
these  regions  would  result  in  a  tole- 
rably compact  Bouman  State,  ex- 


tending from  the  Dniester  aJmostto- 
the  Theiss,  and  from  the  Northern 
Carpathians  to  the  Danube,  exclusiTe 
of  the  numerous  islands  of  Bouman 
population  which  are  scattered  right 
through  Hungary  into  Moravia,  Si- 
lesia, and  (jalicia,  which  stretch  all 
along  the  military  frontier  into  Cro- 
atia and  even  Camiola,  which  pene- 
trate beyond  Servia  and  Bulgaria 
to  the  farthest  limits  of  Turkey-in* 
Europe  and  Greece,  and  form  aboni 
Mount  Pindus  an  isolated  population^ 
often  living  in  lofty  houses,  estimated 
at  about  half  a  milHon.  So  wide- 
spread, even  in  Eastern  Europe,  are 
the  representatives  of  ancient  Rome. 

The  great  difficulty  the  congress 
had  to  contend  with  was  the  rivaby 
between  Wallachia  and  Moldavia; 
but  matters  were  smoothed  over, 
and  before  parting  it  was  decided 
that  a  grammar  and  lexicon  should 
be  drawn  up,  which  are  now  nearly 
complete.  This  congress  was  not 
renewed  owing  to  the  jealousy  of  the 
Austro- Hungarian  Government  In- 
deed the  Magyars  have  their  eyes 
on  Roumania;  there  is  a  certain 
proportion  of  Hungarians  especiallT 
about  Romanin,  Moldavia,  although 
it  seems  they  have  in  many  cases 
lost  their  original  language  and 
speak  the  Moldavian  dialect.  To 
collect  information  about  these  the 
Hungarian  Gt)vemment  has  sent 
two  or  three  commissions.  What 
will  be  the  next  step  ?  An  uneasy 
feeling  prevails  here,  but  there  is 
probably  more  real  reason  to  fear 
the  designs  of  Russia. 

From  Bucharest  we  took  the  rail 
for  Giurgevo  on  the  Danube,  thence 
to  cross  to  Rustchuk  in  Bulgaria. 
What  progress  this  country  has 
made  in  the  last  few  years!  A 
stranger  who  travelled  on  the  same 
route  Seventeen  years  ago  told  me 
that  then  he  had  to  follow  a  winding 
track,  or  absolutely  force  his  way 
through  a  prairie  of  grass  saddle- 
high,  where  now  is  a  good  high  road 
in  addition  to  the  railway ;  that  then 
the  streams  that  are  now  spanned 
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by  fine  iron  bridges  were  crossed 
bj  miserable  chains  of  boats  covered 
with  unhewn  firs,  impracticable  after 
rainy  weather ;  that  then  scarcely  a 
honse  of  crumbling  brick  relieved 
the  mud  hovels  of  Bucharest,  and 
oxen  waded  np  to  their  bellies  in 
mire  where  now  are  tramways  and 
macadamised  roads. 

GKnrgevo  is  in  its  general  features 
so  like  Ploesti  or  Bucharest  that  it 
needs  no  separate  description.  The 
English  Consul  at  Bucharest  had 
told  us  that  Englishmen  had  the 
free  right  of  ingress  and  egress  in 
Bonmania  without  passports.  Not 
so  thought  the  official  at  Qiurgevo ; 
we  mnst  go  back  to  Bucharest. 
Luckily  we  found  a  man  of  position 
in  the  town  who  knew  the  prefect, 
spoke  French,  and  was  obUging 
enongh  to  accompany  us  to  the 
prefecture,  when  the  matter  was 
arranged  in  a  minute. 

Rnstchuk  is  more  completely  a 
congregation  of  hovels  than  even 
a  Roumanian  town;  there  are  by 
the  port  a  few  European  houses, 
such  as  hotels  and  consulates,  and 
a  few  shops,  with  at  least  glazed 
windows,  but  for  the  rest,  it  is 
composed  of  mud,  or  unbumt  bricks, 
eked  out  by  sticks,  then  roofs  of 
Boman  tiles,  projecting  eaves, 
wooden  verandahs ;  average  height 
of  houses  about  eight  feet — one  door 
I  noticed  was  not  four  feet  high, 
and  the  telegraph  wires  sail  con- 
temptuously over  the  low  housetops 
from  one  post  to  another.  The 
shops  are  open  to  the  air,  and  con- 
tain, besides  the  Turkish,  a  decided 
proportion  of  Enghsh  goods.  But 
the  bulk  are  purely  Oriental. 
There  was  the  hat  market,  with 
fezzes  and  Bulgarian  caps;  the  boot 
market,  with  sandal-shoes;  one 
street  was  devoted  to  second-hand 
objects,  &om  old  clothes  to  coffee- 
pots; there  were  toy-shops,  with 
the  rudest  wooden  playthings, 
manofistctories  of  rough  glass  brace- 
lets and  rings,  others  for  pottery, 
and  a  peculiar  black  earthenware 


inlaid  with  metal.  At  the  street 
comers  might  be  seen  money- 
changers, with  little  tables  such  as 
they  may  have  had  in  Scriptural 
times  :  nearly  all  had  a  little  lot  of 
coins  found  in  the  neighbourhood, 
chiefly  Macedonian  and  Roman  im- 
perial. Then  there  were  bakers, 
with  rolls  the  size  of  large  beads 
strung  on  threads  into  little  neck- 
laces, and  confectioners  with  *  Turk- 
ish delight '  and  oth^r  sweetmeats. 
As  to  fruit,  the  low  hills  that  sur- 
round the  town  supply  the  market 
to  overflowing  with  peaches,  pears, 
plums,  figs,  grapes  larger  than  we 
met  with  anywhere  else,  as  big  as 
the  largest  gooseberries :  the  best 
wines,  however,  come  from  Wal- 
lachia. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  are  Turks. 
Men  in  turbans  or  fezzes,  em- 
broidered jackets,  and  pink  shirts, 
crimson  scarves  round  the  waist, 
and  Zouave-like  continuations  of 
blue  or  brown;  looking  from  behind 
rather  like  trussed  fowls.  Pigtailed 
girls  in  embroidered  bags,  long- 
haired boys,  women  who  wear  dull 
dresses  of  black,  brown,  or  green, 
and  give  their  beauty,  except  the 
eyes,  decent  interment  in  a  white 
winding-sheet.  It  is  in  the  cafSs 
that  the  Turks  are  to  be  seen  in 
their  element ;  there  they  sit  cross- 
legged  on  the  wooden  dais  that 
runs  round  the  room,  sipping  coffee 
and  smoking  hookahs  by  the  hour 
together,  without  uttering  a  syllable. 
They  have  honest,  open  counte- 
nances, which  do  not  belie  their 
character,  and  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  good-nature  about  them.  They 
are,  in  fact,  more  like  Englishmen 
than  any  foreigners  we  met.  One, 
a  very  amiable  soldier,  insisted  on 
showing  me  about  the  town.  There 
are  a  few  civilised  Europeans, 
English  employed  on  the  Varna 
Railway,  and  of  late  years  quite  a 
colony  of  (Jermans.  There  are 
some  Roumanians,  Greeks  with 
their  own  Xenodocheia,  and  a  de- 
cided   ingredient  of    negroes  and 
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Arabs.  One  quarter  is  chiefly  in- 
habited by  gypsies,  who  have  the 
usual  character ;  no  one  thinks  of 
walking  there  without  a  revolver 
or  so. 

The  Bulgarians  live  mostly  in 
their  own  quarter  outside  the  anti- 
quated fortifications  that  surround 
the  town.  They  hate  the  Turks, 
and  won't  mix  with  them;  they 
have  their  own  cafes  and  wine- 
houses,  and  their  own  costume,  less 
brilliant  and  Oriental  than  the 
Turks'.  They  still  cling  to  the 
Gyrillian  character,  but  one  of  their 
books  which  I  saw,  a  kind  of  na- 
tional — or  Russian  ? — magazine, 
was  well  printed,  and  beautifully 
illustrated.  They  have,  too,  pictures 
of  a  decidedly  national  character. 
The  subject  of  one  print,  I  remem- 
ber, WES  some  Bulgarian  insurgents 
swearing  to  die  rather  than  sur- 
render to  the  Moslem.  It  was,  how- 
ever, less  artistic  than  patriotic,  and 
probably  less  patriotic  than  Russian. 

From  Rustchuk  we  went  by 
steamer  up  the  broad  Danube 
stream,  on  one  side  the  low  Walla- 
chian  plains,  on  the  other  the  alter- 
nating plains  and  barren  hills  of  Bul- 
garia, only  relieved  here  and  there 
by  patches  of  stunted  shrubs.  Hour 
after  hour  would  pass  without  see- 
ing a  habitation,  much  less  a  village. 
Then  we  came  to  an  island  com- 
pletely covered  with  pelicans,  to 
another  clothed  with  willows,  which 
also  sometimes  line  the  shore.  Now 
and  then  we  stopped  at  a  town :  if 
on  the  Bulgarian  side,  gay  costumes, 
minarets,  Oriental  trains  of  mules ; 
if  on  the  Wallachian,  European 
.dresses  and  buildings.  We  passed 
Calafat,  whose  earthworks  were  so 
bravely  and  successfully  defended 
by  the  Turks  against  the  Rus- 
sians in  the  Crimean  war;  Turnu 
Severin,  Severus'  tower,  which 
still  shows  Roman  remains ;  Or- 
sova,  where  the  Hungarian  bank 
commences,  and  where,  among  the 
trees,  you  catch  a  glimpse  of  achapel, 
raised  over  the  spot  where  Kossuth 


hid  the  Hungarian  crown;  next 
the '  Iron  Gates, '  the  foaming  eddies, 
the  dark  rocks  around,  between 
which  the  steamer  literally  dodges, 
and  then  reached  thagrandest  partof 
the  whole  Danube,  where  Hie  stream, 
now  so  narrow  that  yon  could  aU 
most  throw  a  stone  mun  shore  to 
shore,  now  a  rolling  flood  a  mile 
wide,  cleaves  the  Balkan  from  the 
Carpathians.  To  our  left,  tilted 
upwards  by  volcanic  action,  therodu 
rise  escarpment  on  escarpment,  hke 
thebastionsof  somegiganticfortress; 
but  the  spires  and  pinnacles  ou 
the  right  suggest  a  dreamy  image 
of  a  Gothic  cathedral :  and  there, 
high  above,  is  a  line  of  fleecy  clouds 
which  float  along  the  topmost 
heights,  andevery  no  wand  then,  like 
sheep  amongst  briars,  catch  against 
the  mountain  side,  and  leave  some 
of  their  snowy  locks  entangled 
among  the  dark  fir  trees.  Farmer 
on  may  be  seen  the  traces  of 
Trajan's  road,  a  mi^nificent  work 
running  along  the  rocky  steep  a 
little  above  the  river.  Then  we 
pass  the  ruins  of  a  Byzantine 
castle ;  now  a  legendary  rock  starts 
up  in  mid-stream,  and  at  last  the 
mountains  become  lower,  the  ^ive^ 
pass  opens,  and  we  arrive  at  Basias, 
where  the  steamer  meets  the  rail- 
way to  Vienna. 

Here  in  the  Servian  Banat  of 
Hungary  we  were  detained  a  day 
amongst  a  very  mixed  population 
of  Magyar  officials,  Suabians, 
Servian  and  Rouman  peasants  in 
conical  sheepskin  caps.  Some  of 
these  are  real  Troglodytes  ;  all  yon 
can  see  of  their  dwellings  is  a 
thatche4  roof  and  square  hole, 
which  leads  down  to  a  subterra- 
nean room,  in  whose  floor  is  an- 
other square  hole  leading  down  io 
another  still  more  underground 
chamber. 

What  a  contrast  to  Bucharest! 
this  is  the  first  impression  on  land- 
ing at  Belgrade:  it  becomes  still 
stronger  as  we  see  more  of  the 
town   and   its    inhabitants.     The 
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Boimians  take  the  Frencli  as  their 
model,  the  ServiaDS  the  Germans  ; 
here  German  is  as  regularly  known 
asFrenchatBucharest.  There  is  none 
of  that  pretentiousness  so  offensive 
to  the  eye  in  the  Roumanian 
cental ;  the  houses  resemble  those 
of  a  modem  German  town,  and  are 
built  of  proper  bricks.  Certainly 
Belgrade  is  far  poorer  than 
Bucharest ;  there  are  here  abso- 
lutely no  millionairee,  and  wealth  is 
more  equally  divided.  Among  the 
Servians  proper  there  seems  to  be 
no  proletariat  class.  In  the  old 
Turlash  quarter  of  the  town  along 
the  bank  of  the  Danube  there  are 
indeed  miserable  hovels  and  every 
sign  of  poverty,  but  then  the  in- 
habitants are  mostly  Turks  and 
gypsies,  whereas  in  the  Servian 
part  of  the  town  few  houses  sink 
below  a  certain  poor  but  respect- 
able mean.  The  Boumans  imitate 
French  elegance,  but  not  French 
cgalitS ;  their  snobbishness  is  truly 
English.  Not  so  the  Servians. 
People  here  don't  try  to  seem  to  be 
what  they  are  not.  The  houses,  it 
is  true,  are  not  largenor  ornamental, 
but  then  they  are  neat  and  solid, 
and  most,  even  of  the  smallest 
streets,  have  rows  of  trees,  which 
make  them  prettier  and  pleasanter 
than  the  gim- crack  rows  of 
Bucharest.  They  are  poor,  but 
why  should  they  try  and  look  rich  P 
Many  an  English  merchant  has  a 
larger  dwelling  than  the  Palace  ; 
nuiny  a  London  suburban  villa  a 
larger  garden ;  but  Servia  is  neither 
rich  nor  large — ^why  should  it  have 
a  Tuileries  f  The  women  of  the 
wealthiest  class,  by  manners  and 
education  ladies,  who  are  well 
enough  off  to  possess  a  carriage,  go 
about  in  the  national  costume,  and 
don't  mind  walking.  Here  there 
is  no  great  gulf  fixed  between  rich 
and  poor. 

However  plain  their  houses  are, 
in  their  costumes  these  people  dis- 
play extraordinarv  taste.  And  thev 
are  as  gay  as  they  are  graceful. 


Nowhere  between  the  Black  Sea 
and  the  Adriatic  are  the  colours  so 
brilliant — they  literally  take  you  by 
storm!  With  the  Turks  it  is  the 
men  that  wear  the  bright  clothes, 
but  here  it  is  the  women;  among 
the  men,  even  those  who  dress 
most  like  the  Turks,  the  colours 
are  dull,  as  among  the  Bulgarians 
— ^besides  they  always  have  some 
attempt  at  petticoats.  Their  typical 
costume  is  an  embroidered  jacket 
over  a  light  white  flowing  tunic,  as 
among  &e  Boumans  and  Croats, 
and  similar  trousers  tucked  below 
the  knee  into  embroidered  stock- 
ings, the  whole  surmounted  by  a 
red  fez.  Here  is  one  of  the  market 
women.  What  is  apparently  a 
comb  rises  majestically  at  the  back 
of  the  head,  and  the  bright  scarlet 
drapery  that  partly  confines  her 
hair  is  drawn  over  this,  and  thence 
radiates  in  graceful  falls  down  the 
back;  she  wears  a  low  sleeveless 
body  richly  embroidered  and  half 
open  at  the  front,  below  which  is  a 
h'ght  tunic  of  white,  whose  loose 
sleeves  are  contracted  just  below 
the  elbow  and  then  expand  again, 
falling  about  the  arm  in  gauzy  un- 
dulations ;  round  the  waist  a  rich 
sash  ;  and  before  and  behind,  over 
the  rest  of  the  white  dress,  two 
elaborate  aprons,  worked  in  dia- 
mond patterns  with  every  colour  of 
the  rainbow ;  and  at  each  side  a  kind 
of  *  Dolly  Varden,*  equally  brilliant. 
She  is  selling  cabbages.  Other 
costumes  show  variations,  but  this 
is  the  prettiest  type ;  amongst  the 
colours  scarlet  prevails.  There  is  a 
lady  marketing ;  behind  her  head, 
but  a  little  elevated,  is  a  red  fez, 
which,  however,  only  shows  its 
tasseled  top,  as  it  is  encircled  by 
the  plaits  of  her  hair,  kept  in  their 
place  by  long  pins  with  large  amber 
heads  and  small  pendants  ;  she  has 
a  velvet  jacket  of  rich  purple  (some 
have  black),  with  expanding  sleeves, 
trimmed  round  the  neck  by  a  broad 
band  of  fine  brown  fur,  elsewhere 
by    exquisite    silver    embroidery. 
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Forming  an  X  across  her  bosom 
are  twa  transversal  bands,  which 
may  be  also  noticed  on  the  peasant 
women,  and  as  it  is  one  of  the  fea- 
tures that  strike  the  stranger  among 
the  Wendish  population  of  Camiola, 
is  probably  a  truly  Slavonic  charac- 
teristic ;  and  round  her  waist  is  a 
richly-embroidered  sash  of  glisten- 
ing satin,  whose  ends  hang  down 
gracefully  above  the  bright  blue 
fountain  of  her  skirt. 

The  Servians,  especially  their 
women,  are  pre-eminent  among  the 
surrounding  races  for  the  beauty  and 
refinement  of  the  features.  Theirhair 
is  black,  though  not  polished  jet  like 
that  of  the  gypsies ;  their  eyebrows 
elevated  and  angular,  which  often 
gives  the  upper  part  of  the  face 
just  a  dash  of  the  homed  owl ;  their 
nose  is  delicately  chiselled  and 
generally  just  a  little  retrousse — 

Tip-tilted  as  the  petal  of  a  flower. 

The  side  ridge  of  the  forehead  bone 
is  very  marked,  and  throws  a  soft 
shadow  over  the  temples,  but  the 
cheek-bone  is  often  a  Uttle  too  pro- 
minent. The  children  especially 
have  large  black  lustrous  eyes, 
reminding  one  of  a  dormouse's,  but 
in  a  fine,  milk-white  setting,  which, 
however,  sometimes  has  the  effect  of 
giving  the  men  a  glaring  and  rather 
ferocious  expression,  Of  course, 
these  are  only  the  general  outlines 
of  a  typical  Servian  face  ;  but  they 
are  certainly  a  refreshing  contrast 
to  the  depressed  eyebrows,  the  dimi- 
nutive snub  nose,  the  low  facial 
angle,  and  repulsive  mixture  of  fra- 
gility and  degradation  which  charac- 


terise the  countenance  of  so  many 
of  their  neighbours  in  Sclavonia,aid 
also  to  the  coarser,  plumper  featores, 
and  rounder,  lower  brows  of  the 
average  Bouman. 

As  to  the  dependence  of  Servia  on 
Turkey,  it  is  looked  on  here  as  cer- 
tain to  come  shortly  to  an  end,  nor 
is  any  attempt  made  to  conceal  this 
feeling.  A  picture,  for  instance,  was 
especially  prepared  to  do  honour  to 
young  Prince  Milan's  coming  of  age. 
Photographs  oi  this  picture  are  sold 
everywhere  about  the  town,  the  sub- 
ject being  as  follows.  The  Prince 
is  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  figtireB 
emblematic  of  the  victory  of  Serm 
and  Christianity,  and  at  the  side  of 
this  brilliant  group  is  a  mosqne, 
from  whose  minaret  the  red  flag  of 
the  Turks  is  being  hurled  by  a  flash 
of  lightning,  while  out  of  the  win- 
dow serpents,  typifying  Turkish 
rule,  dart  writhing  away.  As  to 
this  red  flag,  the  Servians  are  bj 
treaty  obliged  to  have  it  float  beside 
their  o^n  on  the  fortress,  but  they 
have  a  very  large  national  one,  and 
a  very  small  rag  for  Turkey.  In 
the  Turkish  quarter  and  elsewhere 
the  mosques  are  shunned  and  are 
falling  to  ruins,  and  the  minarets 
decapitated.  Servia  has  organised 
too  fine  an  army  to  fear  the  Turk 
any  longer:  fear  comes  from  the 
North  now,  for  the  jealousy  of  the 
Austro-Hungarian  Government  is 
shown  perpetually.  And  there  is 
another  Power  in  the  North  besides 
Austria.  *  I  try  to  keep  up  their 
spirits,'  were  the  ominous  words  of 
our  representative  at  Belgrade. 

A-R 
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/\NCB  npon  a  time,  the  working 
\J  bees  in  a  certain  hive,  feeling 
or  fancying  themselves  aggrieved, 
struck  work.  They  complained 
that,  while  upon  them  devolved  all 
the  hardest  labour  of  the  hive,  only 
a  small  portion  of  the  honey  fell  to 
their  share ;  that  their  lives  were 
consumed  in  exhausting  toil,  in  the 
prosecution  of  which  they  were  ex- 
posed to  attacks  from  birds,  and 
various  other  evils,  through  which 
their  span  of  life  was  seriously 
shortened.  There  being  that  year 
an  abundance  of  flowers  and  an 
unusual  demand  for  honey,  the 
general  community  felt  compelled 
to  listen  to  them,  and  thus  the 
workers  secured  not  only  a  slight 
addition  to  their  usual  share  of  the 
common  property,  but,  what  they 
valued  more,  a  curtailment  of  their 
I  hours  of  labour.  But  now  arose  a 
!  clamour  among  the  drones,  who  be- 
gan to  find  that  each  concession  to 
the  workers  involved  a  diminution 
of  some  luxury  to  themselves,  and 
certain  of  them  fiercely  denounced 
the  new  movement,  declaring  that, 
if  persisted  in,  it  must  end  in  the 
utter  ruin  of  the  hive. 

All  similes  break  down  some- 
where:  we  confess  we  should  not 
care  to  apply  this  one  very  rigidly 
to  the  case  before  us.  Many  of 
those  who  are  alarmed  at  the  pre- 
sent aspect  of  the  labour  question, 
are  not  drones  in  any  sense  or  de- 
gree. Moreover,  bees  have  rather  a 
summary  method  of  dealing  with 
droneism,  scarcely  applicable  in  hu- 
man affairs ;  but  that  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  droneism  in  this  human 
hive,  and  that  this  is  accountable 
for  very  much  of  our  present  high 
prices,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 
show,  and  the  parable  will  roughly 
indicate  the  views  and  feehngs 
of  not  a  few  of  the  working  class 


upon  the  present  situation.  As 
the  picture  presented  to  the  public 
has  been  painted  almost  entirely  by 
one  side,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  have 
a  sketch  from  the  other.  Let  us  con- 
sider first  some  of  the  circumstances 
antecedent  to  the  question  before 
us. 

During  the  last  half-century, 
owing  to  free  trade  and  mechanical 
improvements,  the  production  and 
commerce  of  this  country  have  pro* 
gressed  at  a  rate  unparalleled  in 
human  experience.  Since  1852,  w& 
are  told,  realised  property  has  ad- 
vanced 200  per  cent.,  namely  from 
2,000  to  6,000  millions  ;  but  beyond 
an  advantage  through  cheapness  of 
manufactured  articles,  the  working 
class  has  been  scarcely  at  all  bene- 
fited. The  wealth  has  come  like  a 
snowdrift,  thick  in  some  places  and 
none  in  others.  Large  incomes 
have  increased  and  multiplied,  but 
the  manual  workers,  eleven  milliona 
in  number,  have  only  derived  in- 
comes averaging  eleven  shillings 
and  twopence  per  week,  while  Mr, 
Brassey  shows  that, notwithstanding^ 
the  prodigious  expansion  of  manu- 
facturing industry,  artisans'  wages 
have  been  for  years  at  a  standstill, 
and  this  while  some  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life  have  doubled  in  price. 
This  anomaly  in  the  distribution  of 
wealth,  sufficient,  if  it  were  possible, 
to  shako  the  faith  of  an  economist 
in  the  *  natural  law,'  has  been  depre- 
cated by  good  men  of  all  classes. 
Mr.  Mill  declares  that  even  Com- 
munism would  be  ioT  more 
tolerable  than  a  perpetuity  of 
the  present  reign  of  injustice. 
When,  therefore,  some  few  months 
ago,  the  general  prosperity  and  ex- 
ceptional demand  for  labour  seemed 
to  warrant  a  claim  by  the  manual 
workers  for  better  terms,  one 
would    have    thought    that    such 


Digitized  by 


Google 


598 


Pruent  Aspects  of  the  Labour  Qntestton. 


[M^-1 


a  claim  would  bave  been  well 
received.  And  for  a  time  such 
was  tbe  case ;  bnt  now,  wben 
witb  tbe  advance  of  wages  tbere 
comes  to  be  a  coincident  advance  in 
ttie  price  of  certain  commodities, 
many  are  beginning  to  think  that 
tbe  artisans  are  pushing  matters  too 
far,  and  shake  their  heads  dubiously, 
apprehending  all  manner  of  evil  to 
tbe  State. 

It  perhaps  would  not  be  easy  nor 
is  it  necessary  tp  defend  every  step 
taken  during  the  agitation  scarcely 
yet  subsided ;  but  in  spite  of  the 
efforts  made  to  fasten  the  onus  of 
the  advance  in  prices  upon  the 
working  class,  the  fact  is  oozing  out 
that  a  very  small  proportion  of  it 
goes  to  replenish  their  pockets.  For 
example  ;  before  the  upward  move- 
ment in  the  price  of  coals  began, 
colliers  were  paid  from  two  to  three 
shillings  per  ton  ;  coals  then  went 
up  ten  per  cent.,  and  about  the  same 
time  we  heard  of  the  colliers  de- 
manding and  gaining  a  rise  of  ten 
per  cent. ;  and  with  the  general 
public  this  seemed  to  balance  things, 
few  considering  the  difference  be- 
tween ten  per  cent,  on  25*.,  the 
price  then  of  a  ton  of  coal,  and 
28.  6d.j  the  wage  of  the  miner. 
Supposing,  now,  that  the  advances 
made  to  the  men  have  amounted 
altogether  to  50  per  cent.,  it  is  clear 
that  this,  viz.  i*.  3^.  per  ton,  is  a 
mere  fraction  of  the  sum  exacted 
from  the  public.  The  iron  trade 
presents,  or  at  least  last  year  pre- 
sented, a  similar  phenomenon,  and 
many  other  trades  might  be  ad- 
duced. 

What,  then,  becomes  of  the  vast 
amount  of  money  with  which  the 
community  is  being  taxed  just  now 
in  the  shape  of  enhanced  prices? 
We  answer,  it  is  absorbed  by  that 
vast  army  which  in  one  capacity  or 
another  intervenes  between  the  con- 
sumer and  the  actual  producer.  It 
is  another  illustration  of  the  neces- 
sity of  bringing  these  as  near  as 
possible  together,  without  the  inter- 


vention of  a  costly  intermediate 
machinery.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  extra  profits  now  falling  to  the 
coal  owners  will  amount  to  forty- 
four  millions  in  a  year,  and  mer- 
chants and  speculators  will  probably 
reap  a  still  larger  amount.  Mr. 
Gh)urley,  M.P.,  stated  not  long  ago 
that  he  knew  one  ironmaster  who 
had  cleared  over  a  quarter  of  a 
million  within  two  years.  Forgetting 
out  a  ton  of  coal,  a  collier,  at  the 
immense  wages  he  is  said  to  be 
securing  now,  receives  3*.  2d.;  allow 
as  much  for  other  expenses ;  it  costs 
Ss.  to  carry  it  to  London,  and  there 
the  householder  must  pay  50*. 
Carlyle  has  long  taught  that  lavuez 
faire  and  universal  competition 
result  in  *  lies,  shoddy  and  sham.' 
John  Bull  may,  perhaps,  be  touched 
in  a  more  sensitive  part  if  he  finds 
that  they  are  economically  wasteful 
and  expensive.  This  case  of  tiie 
price  of  coal  presents  the  evil  of 
middlemanism  in  a  rather  extreme 
form,  otherwise  it  is  not  at  all 
exceptional.  In  some  articles  profits 
of  two  or  three  hundred  per  cent, 
are  realised  in  the  ordinary  way  of 
trade ;  and  that  the  commission  of  a 
single  agent  should  exceed  the  whole 
amount  paid  for  labour,  is  a  very 
common  a&ir. 

It  is  a  pregnant  fact  that  while 
to  labour,  labour  of  brain  and  musde, 
we  owe  all  the  greatness  of  which 
we  boast,  from  this  intermediate 
profit  region  has  sprung  nearly  iJl 
the  sham,  adulteration,  knaveiy 
and  panics  which  afflict  the  social 
state.  What  if  these  labour  strug- 
gles should  at  last  compel  sociefy 
to  move  somewhat  out  of  this 
huckstering  groove,  and  seek  out  a 
more  rational  and  honest  commer- 
cial system — would  that  be  a  result 
to  be  deplored  ? 

But  then  we  are  told,  if  we  are 
not  taxing  the  community  direcUj, 
we  are  the  cause  of  it,  because  we 
have  demanded  shorter  hours  of 
labour.  No  doubt  there  is  a  hmit 
beyond  which  such  demands  must 
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nofc  go,  and  no  donbt  also  the  coal 
trade  is  now  in  a  yery  abnormal 
state ;  but  passing  this  for  a  mo- 
ment, we  observe  that  the  assump- 
tion that  a  lessening  of  time  one- 
tenth  involves  a  similar  lessening 
of  production,  is  shown  by  Mr. 
Brassey's  book  to  be  altogether 
fEdlacious.  Notwithstanding  eJl  the 
vaticinations  made  on  this  subject, 
we  question  whether  the  whole 
production  of  this  country  is  not 
now  as  great,  or  greater  than  ever. 
Messrs.  Bansome's  testimony,  that 
their  production  has  not  diminished 
by  the  adoption  of  the  nine  hours' 
movement)  might,  we  are  sure,  be 
veiy  widely  corroborated.  Emer- 
son says,  '  The  Englishman  works 
twice  as  many  hours  in  the  course 
of  a  year  as  any  other  European.' 
This  is  exaggeration;  but  Taine 
shows  that  we  are  far  more  effective 
as  workmen  than  other  nations. 
When  we  remember  the  effervescent 
character  of  most  continental  na- 
tions; the  number  of  saints'  days 
and  holidays,  amounting  in  Russia 
to  over  a  hundred  a  year,  most  of 
them  days  of  entire  or  partial  sus- 
pension of  business ;  one  cannot  see 
why  a  slight  limitation  of  our  hours 
of  labour  should  be  economicallv 
impossible,  unless  it  be  that  English 
industry  is  saddled  with  a  relatively 
greater  load  of  non-production. 

And  now,  turning  to  the  coal  ques- 
tion. Few,  I  dare  say,  will  contend 
that  ten  hours  a  day,  or  even  nine, 
is  not  too  much  for  human  beings 
to  be  doubled  up  underneath  the 
earth  in  a  stifling  atmosphere,  ofb- 
times,  too,  in  slush  and  water ;  nor 
was  it  unreasonable  that  when  they 
saw  an  opportuniiy  to  remedy  this 
state  of  things,  they  should  do  so. 
Whether  they  have  hit  the  exact 
mean  in  this  respect,  taken  the 
precise  stride  which  the  whole  of 
the  circumstances  justified,  is  an- 
other matter.  We  think  that,  con- 
sidering the  inexorable  require- 
ments of  society,  not  a  few  are 
abusing     their     opportunity,    and 


limiting  their  labour  more  than  is 
consistent  with  the  general  wead. 
By  thus  injuriously  limiting  supply, 
they  are  merely  playing  the  game 
of  the  mine  owners  and  speculators^ 
and  filling  their  coffers  far  more 
expeditiously  than  they  could  have 
done  it  themselves,  and  are  like- 
wise making  a  scourge  for  them- 
selves^ for  sooner  or  later  there 
must  be  a  reaction  from  a  state 
of  things  so  exceptional  and  un- 
natural as  the  present.  However^ 
considering  the  untoward  influences 
of  a  miner's  life,  philosophic  mode- 
ration is  scarcely  to  be  expected  in 
all  cases,  and  they  are  certainly  not 
more  blameable  than  those  who,  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  calamitous 
effects,  have  nevertheless  conspired 
to  force  up  prices,  and  coolly  pocket- 
ed all  that  they  could  thus  filch  from 
society.  But  even  if  the  miner  is 
the  chief  delinquent  in  the  matter^ 
he  is  more  sinned  against  than 
sinning.  The  community  has  gone 
on  its  way,  and  left  him,  from  in- 
flEuicy  upwards,  to  go  on  his  way  in 
drudgery  and  ignorance ;  well  con- 
tent if  he  only  turned  out  to  be 
a  good  coal-digging  animal.  A 
nation  which  has  thus  sown  the 
wind  may  expect  to  reap  the  whirl- 
wind. Brought  up  under  the  miner's 
daily  influences,  you,  reader,  would 
possibly  have  been  just  an  average 
miner.  A  certain  degree  of  leisure- 
is  essential  to  moral  and  intellectual 
development.  As  in  past  geological 
periods  certain  forms  of  life  built 
up  some  of  the  strata  which  go  to 
form  the  habitable  globe,  so  the 
manual-workers  are  now,  half 
blindly,  half  consciously,  fighting 
out  the  conditions  indispensable  for 
a  higher  phase  of  humanity. 

Perhaps  the  most  painful  feature 
brought  out  in  these  industrial  con- 
flicts, is  the  utter  want  of  confidence 
and  sympathy  which  seems  to  pre- 
vail in  industrial  relations.  The 
feudal  system,  in  its  day,  secured  a 
certain  slumberous,  social  tranquil- 
lity, but  that  system  has  now  passed 
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away;  and,  inasmuch  as  it  pur- 
chased tranquillity  hy  the  obscura- 
tion or  obliteration  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  it  is  not  to  be 
lamented.  NeverthelesB,  there  were 
admirable  features  about  it.  The 
relation  of  master  and  servant,  for 
instance,  involved  on  the  part  of 
the  master  not  only  self-interest,  but 
also  duty  and  responsibility.  But 
with  the  growth  of  the  commercial 
spirit  this  relation  was  sapped  and 
subverted.  From  the  proposition 
that  a  man's  labour  is  merely  an 
object  of  barter,  it  followed  as  a 
natural  corollary  that  when  the  la- 
bour was  no  longer  wanted  the 
labourer  might  be  sent  adrifb. 
And  when  men  found  that,  after 
helping  to  build  up  a  fortune  for 
another  in  the  summer,  they  were 
left  to  shift  for  themselves  in  the 
winter,  the  affection  and  veneration 
which  were  the  foundation  of  the 
feudal  relationship  could  not  possibly 
exist.  And  now  appears  a  wide  feel- 
ing of  distrust,  as  though  each  were 
afraid  of  being  over-reached  by  the 
other.  Take  the  case  of  the  South 
Wales  strike.  The  colliers  seeing 
the  repeated  advances  in  the  price  of 
coal  asked  for  an  advance  of  ten  per 
cent.;  this  was  refused,  and  the 
notice  was  withdrawn.  The  mas- 
ters then  demanded  a  reduction  of 
ten  per  cent.,  alleging  as  a  reason 
the  lower  price  of  iron.  The  men 
ask,  How  can  this  be  when  the 
Welsh  ironmasters  have  all  along 
paid  the  ironworkers  five  shillings 
per  ton  less  than  is  paid  in  Staf- 
fordshire?— and  point  also  to  the 
fact  that,  four  years  ago,  the  price 
of  iron  was  three  pounds  less  than 
it  is  now,  and  ask  what  must  have 
been  the  profit  last  year  with  the 
price  more  than  doubled?  The 
masters  ofier  to  show  the  books ;  the 
men  ask  for  arbitration ;  the  masters 
reftise,  and  so  the  sad  strife  went 
on.  Evidently  the  tie  which  bound 
men  together  when  Boaz,  entering 
the  field,  accosted  his  reapers  with, 
'  The  Lord  be  with  you,'  and  they 


replied,  *  The  Lord  bless  thee,'  ia 
nearly  severed.  The  cash  nexus,  as 
Carlyle  calls  it,  is  scarcely  likely  to 
supply  what  is  wanting,  and  we 
shall  have  to  search  elsewhere  for 
a  new  fraternal  bond. 

It  is  to  this  disruption  of  the 
feudal  relationship,  and  the  en- 
croaching tendencies  of  the  com- 
mercial spirit,  that  trades-unionism 
owes  its  existence  and  justifica- 
tion. Trades-unions  have  played 
a  prominent  part  in  the  recent 
movements,  and  in  the  opinion  of 
many  are  the  mainspring  of  all  onr 
industrial  disorders.  But  we  would 
ask.  Without  some  such  organisa- 
tions as  these,  what  security  is 
there  against  the  permanent  de- 
pression of  the  manual  worker? 
We  are  told  that  a  man's  labour  is 
as  much  an  object  of  barter  as  a 
piece  of  cheese ;  but,  admitting  this, 
it  may  be  urged  that,  owing  to  his 
pressing  necessities  and  inferior 
social  status,  the  labourer  is  not  in 
a  position,  single-handed,  to  obtain 
equitable  terms.  And  owing  to  the 
general  redxmdancy  of  labourers  in 
diose  occupations  where  there  is  no 
mutual  understanding  or  organisa- 
tion, the  terms  made  by  the  least 
scrupulous  employers  with  the  most 
helpless  and  wretched  of  the  la- 
bourers become  in  time  the  terms  of 
all  in  the  trade.  We  may  illustrate 
this.  Take  some  single  article, 
say  a  box  of  superior  matches,  its 
cost  a  halfpenny.  Now  here  is 
an  example  of  cheapness  over  which 
free-traders  rejoice,  and  ordinaiy 
people  wonder  how  they  are  made 
for  the  money.  Let  ua  see  how 
they  are  made  for  the  money. 
Many  will  remember  the  story  of  a 
clergyman  in  London  who,  visiting 
some  of  those  wretched  abodes 
which  lie  so  near  to  the  offices  d 
the  millionaire,  the  ends  of  the  world 
in  contact,  took  a  little  girl  upon 
his  knee  who,  ever  since  infancy, 
had  been  engaged  in  helping  to  win 
the  family  bread  by  malong  match- 
boxes at  2^d.  the  gross,  finding  her 
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own  paste;  and  who  had  ' never 
seen  a  tree,  nor  a  field,  nor  a  blade 
of  grass  in  all  her  life.'  This  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  be  a  result  of 
foreign  competition,  since  we  export 
about  loo  million  boxes  a  year; 
nor  is  it  the  wish  of  the  British 
public  that  any  of  their  fallow-crea- 
tures should  be  half  starved  bodily 
and  quite  starved  mentally  that  they 
may  have  two  or  three  boxes  of 
ma4«hes  for  a  penny.  No,  the  fault 
is  inherent  in  the  system.  Here 
are  the  matchmaker  and  his, pro* 
duetion ;  there  the  purchaser ;  but 
between  them  stand  a  row  of  per- 
sons, manu&cturer,  merchant,  retail 
trader,  each  seeking  to  do  the  best 
be  can  for  himself,  and  yet  woo  the 
purchaser  by  offering  a  cheaper  ar- 
ticle than  liis  neighbour,  and  who  in 
this  caae  divide  among  them  profits 
considerably  exceeding  the  whole 
charge  for  material  and  wages. 
Thus  there  is  through  competition 
a  constant  downward  pressure  in 
the  direction  of  material  and  wages, 
and  if  there  is  no  combination 
among  the  workers  they  become 
the  sport  of  every  fluctuation,  the 
prey  of  every  unscrupulous  specu- 
lator. 

One  great  object,  then,  of  trades- 
unions  is,  to  present  a  firm  and 
united  front  against  this  inevitable 
aggression ;  for  there  is  no  natural 
limit  to  this  downward  tendency  of 
wages,  save  one,  which  is  ar- 
rived at  when  the  remunera- 
tion will  no  longer  suffice  to 
keep  the  human  machine  going 
on.  Thus  Ricardo  says,  *That 
which  is  sufficient  to  place  the  work- 
man in  a  condition  to  exist  and  to 
propagate  his  species  is  the  true 
natural  measure  of  the  natural  rate 
of  wages.'  And  the  more  intelligent 
of  the  workers  &il  to  see  why  they 
should  be  thus  utterly  sacrificed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity ;  as  is  very  much  the  case 
in  occupations  where  there  is  no 
combination  ;  in  fact,  agricultural 
labourers  may  be  considered  as  hav- 


ing been  from  time  immemorial 
pressed  down  to  about  the  limit 
spoken  of  by  Ricardo.  And  when, 
with  all  our  increase  of  wealth, 
their  condition,  according  to  the 
best  authorities,  had  become  not 
better,  but  actually  worse  than  it 
was  four  centuries  ago,  that  surely 
was  some  justification  ior  their 
combining  to  enforce  better  terms 
firom  society. 

That  trades-unions  should  some- 
times lead  to  strikes  is  no  doubt 
to  be  deplored.  In  the  abstract 
all  war  is  to  be  deprecated  ;  but 
even  war,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, is  a  sacred  duty.  Fighting 
at  least  indicates  vitality.  Better 
that  men  should  fight  than  that 
they  should  suffer  themselves  to 
be  crushed  beneath  the  inexorable 
wheels  of  competition,  or  be  sunk 
in  the  torpid  resignation  which  sees 
no  hope,  and  is  scarcely  conscious 
of  an  evil.  Of  course  one  would 
not  care  to  defend  everything  done 
by  the  unions.  They  are  but  the 
rude  machinery  of  an  imperfect 
civilisation ;  still  they  embody, 
though  in  the  rough,  the  CTand 
idea  of  federation,  in  opposition  to 
the  selfish  individualism  which  is 
so  much  lauded  now-a-days.  And 
when  purged  of  some  grossness  and 
errors,  we  have  faith  that  they  will 
yet  prove  a  great  lever  in  the 
cause  of  human  advancement.  Al- 
ready there  are  indications  that 
they  will  partly  initiate,  and  partly 
compel,  the  adoption  of  the  co- 
operative principle,  which,  after 
all,  presents  the  only  way  of 
escape  from  our  difficulties.  What 
is  the  natural  law  which  is 
said  to  regulate  these  matters 
so  beneficently,  if  left  to  itself 
by  this  administrative  nihilism, 
as  Professor  Huxley  calls  it, 
what  is  it  in  practia9d  operation 
but,  to  a  large  extent,  a  vulgar 
scramble,  in  which  not  only  the 
weak  get  out-distanced  by  the 
strong — ^this  we  could  put  up  with, 
for  it  certainly  is  not  for  the  welU 


Digitized  by 


Google 


-602 


Present  Aspects  of  the  Labour  Question. 


[May 


being  of  bnmanitj  that  imbecility 
shoidd  be  propped  np  and  perpe- 
tuated— but  in  which  likewise  the 
modest  and  disinterested  get  driven 
to  the  wall  by  the  rongh-and-readj 
and  nnscmpuloas  ?  Wiiat,  too,  are 
we  to  think  of  a  natural  law,  which 
seems  to  tend  chiefly  to  substitute 
an  uncultured  commercial  for  a 
cultured  feudal  aristocracy,  under 
which  the  poor  are  becoming 
poorer  and  the  rich  richer,  which 
apportions  to  the  gambling  specu- 
lator untold  wealth,  and  to  the 
tiller  of  the  soil  ten  shillings  a  week 
with  the  union  for  his  old  age? 
Arbitration  is,  no  doubt,  valuable 
until  we  can  find  something  better. 
It  cannot,  however,  be  always  ap- 
plied. But)  even  if  it  could  be, 
how  can  an  order  of  things  be  said 
to  be  natural  which  is  so  perpe- 
tually liable  to  break  down,  and 
needs  such  continual  patching  up  ? 
Then  there  is  education,  which  we 
all  believe  in.  But  is  it  not  a 
significant  fact  that  both  here  and 
elsewhere,  with  growing  education 
there  appears  a  growing  dissatisfac- 
tion with  what  Mr.  Mill  calls  mere 
wages  servitude,  and  a  growing 
distrust  also,  to  use  a  mild  term, 
of  the  pietist  doctrine  that  hu- 
man allocation  is  altogether  a  pro- 
vidential work,  and  ti^t  therefore 
the  whole  duty  of  a  working  man 
is  to  attend  regularly  at  church,  to 
live  very  mean,  build  his  own  cot- 
tage, save  his  own  soul,  and  be 
content  with  the  position  in  which, 
according  to  the  theory,  it  has 
pleased  God  to  call  him  ? 

Then  ag^dn,  according  to  others, 
the]  salva^on  of  the  working  class 
depends  upon  their  taking  to  heart 
the  Malthusian  doctrine.  Now  it 
is  undoubtedly  true  that,  so  long 
as  there  are  twelve  men  always 
waiting  to  take  the  work  of  ten, 
wages  will  be  low;  but,  as  Mr. 
Greg  shows,  these  population  theo- 
ries influence  least  tiiose  to  whom 
they  are  intended  to  apply  most, 
so  that  they  only  tend  to  bring 


about  a  selection  of  the  least  fitted. 
Whatever  the  value  of  these  pru- 
dential counsels,  men  must  hefird 
elevated,  lifted  above  the  animal 
before  they  can  manifest  philosoplii. 
cal  discretion.  The  same  objectioD 
applies  to  the  *  self-help  '  teaching 
of  successful  men  of  business.  It 
fails  to  reach  those  who  stand  most 
in  need  of  help  of  some  kind.  Lord 
Eloho,  for  instance,  talking  to  the 
miners  the  other  day  from  this 
text,  reminded  them  how  it  had 
raised  this  and  the  other  miner  to 
be  a  capitalist  or  an  engineer.  All 
very  well  so  far.  But  he  forgot 
to  tell  them  that  it  left  the  mass 
just  as  they  were.  We  cannot  all 
be  civil  engineers  or  middlemen; 
and  the  defect  of  this  kind  of  teach- 
ing is,  that  it  merely  serves  ix)  lift 
one  here  and  there,  a  little  more 
enterprising  or  self-absorbed  than 
his  fellows,  into  the  ranks  of  the 
middle  class.  What  is  wanted  is, 
that  the  mass  of  manual  workers 
should  be  raised,  and  this  we  think 
can  only  be  brought  about  by  asso- 
ciation. 

A  distinguished  champion  of  the 
working  class,  Mr.  Frederic  Bar- 
rison,  lately  declared  co-operation 
to  be  but  a  *  bastard  form  of 
Socialism.'  Possibly  the  extreme 
democratic  conception  of  this  prin- 
ciple may  not  be  calculated  to  pro- 
duce anythingbetter  than '  bastards.' 
Inequality  and  diversity  of powerand 
capacity  are  irreversible  ordinations 
of  nature.  Just  as  a  multiplicity 
of  mediocre  daubers  could  nerer 
fill  the  place  of  one  Rubens,  so 
leaders  among  men  there  always 
must  be,  captains  of  industry  as  of 
art  and  science.  But  co-operation 
in  the  sense  of  harmonious  action 
for  the  common  good,  in  opposition 
to  individual  greed  and  sel^sednng. 
we  must  have,  or  we  may  despair  of 
earth  ever  seeing  its  millenmnm> 
Indeed  ihe  problem  howtoreconcile 
the  interests  of  capital  and  laboor 
has  already  been  solved  hr  this 
method;  solved  too  in  those  aq»rt- 
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ments  where  the  difficulty  lately  has 
seemed  to  he  greatest.  Some  years 
ago  the  strikes  and  discord  at  Messrs. 
Brigg's  collieries  in  Yorkshire  were 
so  chronic  that  thej  contemplated 
withdrawing  from  the  hnsiness. 
One  of  them,  however,  suggested 
trying  first  the  co-partnership  prin- 
ciple, and  the  result  has  heen  to 
them  abundantly  satisfactory,  re- 
garded merely  as  a  commercial 
speculation.  The  philanthropic  ex- 
periment of  Mr.  Grurdon,  in  Suffolk, 
of  giving  to  the  labourers  a  direct 
interest  in  the  &rm  they  cultivated 
has  been  still  more  satisfactory.  The 
wonder  is,  that  with  such  examples 
so  little  has  been  attempted  in  this 
direction.  But  alas  !  the  discipline 
of  money-getting  seldom  engenders 
a  disposition  to  do  'anything  very 
noble  for  humanity.  Mammon  is 
about  the  only  god  recognised  as 
presiding  over  business  relations, 
and  he  is  the  least  heroic  of  all  the 
gods.  I  am  aware  that  any  hint 
about  heroism  in  the  higher  towards 
the  lower,  will  expose  one  to  the 
taunt  of  hankering  afber  paternal 
aid ;  but  we  submit  that  although  the 
most  advanced  and  prescient  among 
us  cannot  tell  what  precise  form  fa- 
ture  civilisation  should  assume,  yet 
there  is  ever  a  vanguard  and  a 
rearguard  in  human  progress.  That 
the  strong  should  help  the  weak, 
the  enlightened  instruct  the  igno- 
rant, is  something  loftier  than  doing 
what  we  will  with  our  own,  and 
leaving  ignorance  and  depravity  to 
maxims  of  self-help.  It  is  better 
even  than  doing  as  Mr.  Galton 
lately  proposed  in  his  despair, 
namely  gettlug  together  a  guild  of 
the  choicest  people,  and  if  neces- 
sary escaping  away  to  some  other 
land,  leaving  the  residuum  to 
their  own  devices.  The  real  evil 
now  is  that  the  aristos  given  us 
by  competition  is  not  always  the 
genuine  aristos — ^that  not  nobility 
of  soul,  nor  intellectual  breadth,  nor 
even  always  native  skill,  none  of 
these    necessarily,    but    power    to 
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amass  money  is  what  secures  the 
title  to  leadership  and  pre-eminence. 
This  state  of  things,  fruitful  of 
immorality,  vrill  also  be  fruitful  of 
discord  so  long  as  it  shall  continue. 
To  co-operation,  then,  we  look  for 
help  from  our  present  difficulties. 
It  is  not  a  mere  working  man's 
question,  but  one  in  which  the 
interests  of  morality  and  civilisation 
are  deeply  involved. 

But  this,  we  fear,  as  a  general 
practice,  is  yet  a  good  way  off.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  bulk  of 
the  working  classes  are  far  from 
possessing,  in  sufficient  measure, 
the  co-operative  virtues  and  intel- 
ligence. Unfortunately  too  the 
general  spirit  of  the  age  is  adverse 
to  their  development.  And  with- 
out suitable  character  co-operation 
cannot  prevail,  for  there  are  no 
short  cuts  to  human  felicity.  A 
new  social  regime,  happily  for  us, 
vnllnever,  like  aParis  Commune,  be 
'proclaimed'  in  this  country,  and 
meanwhile  something  may  perhaps 
be  done  to  improve  the  existing 
arrangement. 

It  may  be,  as  Mr.  Herbert 
Spencer  intimates,  that  this  money- 
grubbing  age  is  but  the  larva 
gorging  itself  with  the  materials 
Qiat  are  to  form  the  future  Psyche, 
and  that  if  we  will  only  wait 
patiently,  a  million  years  or  so,  iJl 
our  social  evils  will  be  eliminated 
by  natural  selection,  that  is  if  the 
sun  does  not  grow  cold  mean- 
while. But  we  can  hardly  afford^ 
to  wait  so  placidly:  man,  every 
man,  needs  something  of  a  soul 
now,  if  only  to  keep  the  body 
going.  If  then  we,  the  working 
class,  are  still  charged  with  im- 
perilling the  stability  of  socieiy 
for  our  own  short-sighted  advan- 
tage, we  ask  Who  has  cared  to 
present  before  us  either  by  precept 
or  example  right  views  of  duty 
and  society?  What  agency  is 
there  to  teach  anything  higher 
than  the  sordid  maxims  current 
in  the  world  ?     The  Church,  with 
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its  branches  ramifjing  to  every 
town  and  hamlet,  seems  to  offer 
Baoh  an  organisation  admir- 
ably fitted  for  the  pnrpoee. 
Bnt^  alas!  what  do  we  nndP 
A  ministration  of  miracles,  mys- 
ticism, and  sacerdotalism !  Anyone 
afflicted  at  the  dense  ignorance  and 
grossness  everywhere  abounding, 
conld  weep  over  such  perversion 
of  a  potent  machinery.  Gentlemen 
who  meet  in  Convocation,  or  as- 
semble in  large  halls  with  a  *  work- 
ing man  '  npon  the  platform, 
know  that  there  are  many  in  Eng- 
land besides  yonrselves  who  see  a 
splendid  potentiality  in  the  Esta- 
blishment, bat  know  also  that  it  is 
not  to  be  saved  from  the  hands  of 
the  spoiler  by  identifying  it  for 
«ver  with  exploded  dogmas. 

We  contend,  then,  for  the  infasion 
of  a  moral  element  into  bnsiness  re- 
lations and  into  business  science 
and  philosophy.  Tigers,  croco- 
diles, and  snch  things  may  get 
•on  without  it,  but  man  cannot 
live  by  bread  alone,  nor  yet  by 
maxims  which  tell  him  to  look  only 
after  his  own  bread.  Take  this  coal 
question.  Some  of  the  workmen,  we 
are  told,  find  that  by  idling  part  of 
their  time  the  value  of  their  labour 
is  increased  ;  the  masters  also  aim 
to  keep  a  limited  supply,  knowing 
that  their  profits  will  be  doubled. 
Now,  both  workman  and  employer 
who  do  thus,  knowing  that  they  are 
victimising  the  community,  are 
fJike  immoral;  but  what  say  the 
<yrgans  of  public  opinion  ?  Why, 
that  both  are  to  some  extent  ab- 
flolved  since  they  are  only  follow- 
ing a  universal  rule  and  practice. 
Could  there  be  a  more  painful  illus- 


tration of  moral  degeneracy?  It 
is  surely  a  low  view  to  say  that 
this  is  natural  or  the  working  of  a 
natural  law.  Nature,  in  the  broad 
sense,  comprehends  not  only  the 
actual  but  the  potential ;  and  if  it  is 
right  to  do  unto  others  as  we  would 
that  they  should  do  wato  ns,  then 
surely  we  ought  to  endeavour  to 
make  that  natural  instead  of  apolo- 
gising for  the  opposite,  and  saying 
it  is  useless  to  expect  men  to  go 
contrary  to  nature,  meaning  thereby 
ihe  lowest  lype  of  natore.  I  know 
that  this  will  be  set  down  asvisicm- 
ary,  and  I  know  also  that  if  Jesus 
Christ  were  to  come  now  and  preach 
another  Sermon  on  the  Mount  it 
would  be  called  by  the  same  name. 
But  morality  after  all  is  as  essential 
in  the  order  of  nature  as  gravitation. 
Virtue  and  culture  are  not  acci- 
dental embellishments,  but  neoes- 
sities  of  the  higher  nature  in  man, 
and  there  can  be  neither  complete 
harmony  nor  safety  so  long  as  in 
human  affairs  they  are  treated  as 
curious  exotics,  which  the  few  may 
cultivate  with  unrewarded  toil,  bat 
the  many  are  persuaded  that  it  will 
never  pay  to  trouble  about.  Eng- 
land abounds  in  wealth,  after  a 
fashion,  and  knowledge  we  hope  is 
coming,  but  something  more  is  stiH 
needed  for  'Knowledge  is  power  and 
wealth  is  power,  and  haAiessed,  as 
in  Plato's  fable,  to  the  chfurioi 
of  the  soul,  and  guided  by  wisdom, 
they  may  bear  it  through  the 
circle  of  the  stars ;  but  left  to  their 
own  guidance  or  reined  by  a  fool's 
hand,  the  wild  horses  may  bring 
the  poor  fool  to  Phaeton's  end  vid 
set  the  world  on  fire.'* 

W.  S. 
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A  MONO:  the  many  consideratiotis 
which  have  invested  the  Ex- 
position jnst  naw  opening  at  Vienna 
wiih  peculiar  interest,  may  be 
r6(toned  a  general  feelmg  that  it 
represents,  to  some  extent^  a  more 
liberal  .i^icL  hnmane  polioj  on  the 
part  of  Austria.  It  is  felt  to  be 
not  so  much  a  financial  scheme  as 
a  festivity,  held  in  celebration  of 
the  passing  away  of  the  old  rale  by 
pittmg  one  ethnical  element  against 
another,  and  the  inauguration  of  a 
method  which  shall  pay  greater  re- 
spect to.  the  sentiment  of  provincial 
patriotism,  while  cultivating  a  freer 
and  friendlier  intercourse  between 
i^e  diverse  sectiotts  of  the  country 
—an  effort  after  fraternity  based 
npon  the  ueoognition  of  reciprocal 
interests.  Since  the  withdrawal  g£ 
Austria  from  Italy  there  has  been 
a  notable  alteration  in  the  tone  of 
political  critics  towards  her;  we 
liaye  heard  far  less  of  *  the  crimes 
of  the  Hapsburgs,'  and  known 
mnch  more  sympathetic  expressions 
of  hope  for  a  future  begun  in  con- 
flicts with  the  clergy^  and  continued 
in  apparently  honest,  and  partially 
successftil,  efforts  to  include  the 
seventeen  provinces  within  the  na- 
tional franchises.  We  may  expect 
the  success  of  t^e  Exposition — which 
there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate — 
to  be  followed  by  an  increase  of 
poprdarity  to  Austria.  We  shall  have 
defences  and  eulogies  of  her  govern- 
ment and  social  usages,  with  per- 
liaps  too  little  discrimination  in 
them.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however, 
that  some  visitors  from  other  coun- 
tries will  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  study  the  curious 
ana  instructive  conditions  of  life 
by  which  they  will  find  them- 
selves surrounded  in  the  beautiful 
capital,  a  city  which,  considering 
its  importance  and  antiquity,  has 
been  less  unfolded  to  the  knowledge 
of  English  readers  than  any  other 


in  Europe.  The  guide  books — of 
which  Murray's  is  by  for  the  best 
— give  but  little  of  the  curious  lore 
and  notable  associations  of  the  place 
conoemiug  which  we  propose  to 
offev  a  few  rambling  notes. 

That  Austria  is  a  '  fortuitous  con- 
course of  atoms'  is  a  fact  whicTi 
presses  itself  upon  the  observant 
visitor  to  its  capital  at  eviery  step. 
The  element  of  chance  which  meets 
the  student  of  Austrian  history  at 
its  legendary  origin,  attends  him  as 
he  visits  its  art-galleries,  its  Court, 
its  institutions,  and  is  not  ^rgotten 
as  he  passes  through  the  public 
gardens,  whose  sections  are  named 
after  the  various  regions  of  the 
globe,  or  witnesses  the  masquerade 
of  races  and  costumes  thronging  its' 
streets. 

The  legend  of  the  reigning  HoiisiB 
is  a  story  of  happy  accidents.  A 
young  Swiss  iCount,  poor  and  ob- 
scure, while  riding  in  the  chase, 
comes  to  a  river,  where  he  finds 
a  priest  on  foot,  Anxious  to  cross 
the  stream,  but  unable  to  do  so. 
Having  addressed  the  pious  man 
kindly,  he  learns  that  ho  is  hasten- 
ing to  administer  the  sacrament  to  , 
a  dying  parishioner,  and  thereon 
freely  offers  his  horse,  on  which 
the  priest  passes  over  the  river,  and 
hastens  to  the  death-bed.  Next  day 
the  horse  is  returned,  with  expres- 
sions of  gratitude,  but  the  Count 
declines  to  receive  it.  *  Qod  forbid,* 
he  exclaims,  'that  I  should  again 
ride  a  horse  which  has  carried  my 
Saviour ! '  Whereon  he  returns  the 
animal  as  a  gift  to  the  priest  and 
the  Church.  In  course  of  time 
the  priest  becomes  cliaplain  and 
confidential  adviser  to  the  Prince 
Elector  of  Mentz;  he  remem- 
bers the  pious  Count,  and  per- 
suades his  patron  to  name  him  to 
the  Assembly  of  Electors  of  the 
Empire.  Enquiry  having  shown 
that  the  Count  is  as  brave  as  he  is 
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pious,  lie  is  ohosen  to  be  the 
monarcb,  and  appears  in  history  as 
Bndolph,  Count  of  Hapsborg — a 
Tford  which  we  may  translate  in 
connection  with  the  good  hap  which 
has  generally  attended  the  fiimily. 
This  Rudolph  has  charming  daugh- 
ters, they  marry  five  powerful 
Princes,  and  the  marrying-on,  so 
to  speak,  of  nations  becomes  the 
structural  growth  of  Austrian  do- 
minion. The  beauty  of  Austrian 
Archduchesses  has  been  a  political 
element  in  the  shaping  of  Europe. 
Napoleon,  having  conquered  the 
country,  is  satisfied  to  be  paid  with 
the  hand  of  one  of  the  pretty  Prin- 
cesses, instead  of  with  milliards,  the 
horrors  of  Austerlitz  ending  in  a 
friendship  between  Austria  and 
France  which  even  Solferino  was 
not  able  to  destroy.  There  is, 
perhaps,  no  more  attractive  Queen 
in  Europe  than  she  who  has  knit 
together  the  thrones  of  Austria  and 
Belgium. 

Kotwithstanding  the  bloody  wars 
of  races  which  have  arisen  out  of 
the  heterogeneous  character  of  the 
Austrian  Empire,  of  which  Vienna 
hieks  generally  been  the  centre,  its 
people  are  proud  of  their  cosmo- 
politan character.  They  admire 
the  many-hued  costumes  parading 
their  streets,  and  respect  each  how- 
ever ofdre.  The  chants  of  Greek 
and  Jew,  Catholic  and  Armenian, 
mingling  in  the  morning  air  of 
Sunday,  are  reflected  in  ihe  wide 
toleration  which  has  availed  to  give 
even  the  seventy  Unitarian  churches 
of  Transylvania  full  leave  to  grow 
to  their  strength.  Even  the  Spanish 
Jews,  who  in  earlier  times  were 
forced  to  find  among  the  followers 
of  Mahomet  a  protection  denied 
ihem  by  those  of  Christ,  are 
now  welcomed  to  the  city  to  which 
ihey  have  brought  so  much  of  the 
wealth  of  the  East.  The  Viennese 
gentleman  loves  to  set  before  his 
guest  a  dozen  varieties  of  inter- 
national wines,  and  to  regale  him 
with  oysters  and   crabs  &om  the 


Adriatic,  and  littie  lobsters  from 
some  fieir-away  sea  laid  upon  the 
fig-leaves  in  which  they  were 
packed  ;  with  Bohemian  eek, 
Styrian  chamois,  sturgeon  from  the 
Elbe,  and  pheasants  from  near 
Prague,  of  the  same  sort  thai 
Napoleon  I.  thought  so  delicious  as 
to  have  five  hundred  of  them  sent 
to  the  Tuileries  annually.  He 
does  not  complain  that  Vienna  has 
so  few  luxuries  not  borrowed,  while 
making  much  of  the  boneless  big> 
headed  Kopen  fish,  and  the  HucJtenj 
a  scaleless  trout,  which  Austrian 
Jews,  who  will  eat  nothing  scalj^ 
buy  up  at  large  prices. 

The  Fine  Arts  Department  in  the 
Exposition  will  be  extremely  good, 
for  the  living  artists  of  Europe 
have  long  regarded  Austria  as  & 
region  which  has  not  sufficiently 
recognised  the  claims  of  modern 
art.  Of  the  regular  galleries  there 
are  two,  both  of  which  merit  more 
attention  than  they  commonly  get. 
The  Lichtenstein  can  hardly  he 
called  a  great  one,  and  it  must  he 
admitted  that  amongst  its  fifteen 
hundred  paintings  one  can  find  hut 
few  that  represent  the  best  woi^- 
manship  of  the  great  masters.  One 
must  note,  however,  the  portrait  of 
Perugino  by  Raphael,  and  that  of 
Wallenstein  by  Vandyke,  the  latter 
one  of  the  finest  paintings  of  the 
kind  in  existence.  Guido's  OAorifyt 
Domenichino's  Sibyl^  and  Bahens* 
six  pictures  representing  the  history 
of  Decius,  are  very  fine  indeed. 
But  the  rooms  devoted  to  en- 
gravings are  more  important  than 
those  assigned  to  paintings,  and 
there  are  few  spots  where  a  lover 
of  old  portraits  and  representations 
of  ancient  costume  and  life-scenes 
will  find  so  much  to  interest  him  as 
here.  There  are  minor  private  col* 
lections  to  be  thrown  open  to  visitors 
during  the  Exposition  which  have 
each  gems  that  should  be  seen— 
those  of  Count  Gzomin,  Count 
Schonbom,  and  others.  The  latter 
has  a  wonderful  picture  by  Bern- 
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brandt  —  wonderful  if  not  very 
pleasing — the  blinding  of  Samson 
by  ttie  Philistines.  In  the  Ester- 
hazy  collection  readers  of  Mrs. 
Jameson  will  be  glad  to  see  the 
remarkable  picture  of  the  Concep- 
tion (Tavarone,  1590),  in  which 
the  Virgin  is  represented  as  a  dark- 
haired  Spanish  girl  only  nine  or 
ten  years  of  age. 

But  it  is  in  the  Belvidere  Gal- 
lery that  the  lover  of  art  will  find 
the  fullest  reward  if  he    can  be 
patient  enough  to  grope  his  way 
through  the  heterogeneous  accumu- 
lation   of    splendours,  a  task  not 
easy  even  with  an  excellent  cata- 
logne  for  his  guide.     The  Belvidere 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  col- 
lections of  pictures  in  the  world, 
and  it  is  the  very  worst  arranged  ; 
in  fact  it  is  hardly  arranged  at  all, 
the  various  schools   and   diflferent 
ages  of  art  having  to  be  picked  out 
here   and  there  from  most  incon- 
graons   quarters.      The    Belvidere 
Gallery  was  not  made  to  order,  like 
those    of   Dresden    and    Munich: 
it    ^rew    as    Austria    grew,    and 
its    treasures   bear    trace    of   the 
ancient  history  and  political  con- 
fititution  of  the  country  (if  it  can 
be    said   to  have  a   constitution). 
And  this  fact  represents  the  pecu- 
liar value  of  it  as  compared  with 
the    majority  of   other  European 
galleries.  It  may  not  have  so  many 
great  masterpieces,  but  the  historical 
development  of  art  in  nearly  every 
country  is  represented  here,  making 
it  an   invaluable  collection  for  the 
art-scholar  or  the  critic.     We  are 
borne  back  to  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, when  a  German  school  of  art 
ivas  just  burgeoning  out,  the  main 
stem     of    it    being    in    Bohemia. 
There  it  was  under  the  patronage 
of  Carl  IV.,  who,  much  wiser  than 
many  later  patrons  of  artists,  pre- 
ferred to  give  them  good  institu- 
tions and  special  advantages  rather 
than  foster  their  love  for  the  luxury 
of  his  palaces.     So  here  we  have 
the  old  Bohemian  collection,  show- 


ing strokes  well  worthy  any  artist's 
study  for  their  blended  strength  and 
sweetness.  Theodorio  of  Prague, 
Nicholaus  Wurmser,  Thomas  of 
Mutina,  and  others  had  founded  a 
school  diflferent  from  all  others,  but 
it  perished  amid  the  convulsions  of 
the  age,  leaving  the  disjecta  membra 
here.  It  is  to  be  feared,  if  every 
picture  in  the  Belvidere  could  tell 
its  history,  and  should  do  so  honest- 
ly, the  relations  would  hardly  re- 
dound to  any  reputation  the  Haps- 
burgs  may  have  for  possessing  an 
intuitive  perception  of  the  differ- 
ence between  meum  and  iumn.  We 
are  told,  however,  by  the  Teutonic 
authorities,  that  the  Gallery  is  *  the 
result  of  a  profuse  liberality,  the 
creation  of  powerful  sovereigns,  who 
enjoyed  unlimited  access  to  all  those 
channels  which  poured  forth  their 
rich  stream  of  the  most  precious 
treasures  of  art  for  the  gratification 
of  those  who  thirsted  for  them.*  It 
is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
various  countries  parted  with  the 
treasures  pleasantly.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  the  rule  among  empires  in 
such  matters  is  just  that  which  is 
said  to  have  originally  rendered  so- 
ciety possible  in  California — respect 
for  such  maxims  as  status  qico,  uti 
j>08sidet{Sf  let  bygones  be  bygones ; 
above  all,  a  remembrance  that  all 
palaces  are  glass-houses,  and  stone- 
throwing  strictly  prohibited. 

The  two  points  in  which  to  the 
art-student  the  Belvidere  presents 
the  greatest  attractions  are  in  the 
specimens  of  Albrecht  Diirer,  and  a 
collection  of  Flemish  and  Italian 
art  made  by  Teniers.  Maximilian  I. 
was  the  personal  friend  of  Albrecht 
Diirer.  It  was  while  that  Emperor 
resided  at  Prague  that  he  learned  to 
love  literature  and  art,  and  above  all 
to  esteem  Diirer.  Most  of  the  Diirer 
pictures  at  Vienna  were  brought 
there  by  him.  Teniers  was  the 
friend  of  the  Archduke  Leopold 
Wilhelm,  who  was  Governor  Gene- 
ral of  the  Netherlands,  and  whose 
enthusiasm  for  the  fine  arts  proved 
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much  more  beneficial  for  Vienna 
than  for  the  Dutch.  This  Archduke 
employed  David  Teniers  to  go  about 
and  make  a  collection,  particularly 
of  Flemish  pictures,  for  hmi.  Teniers 
repaired  to  Brussels,  and  it  really 
was  the  collection  there  made  that 
forms  the  basis  of  the  Belvidere 
Gallery.  For  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  numerous  little  col- 
lections which  Austrian  emperors, 
archdukes,  and  noblemen  have  been 
making  for  five  hundred  years  or 
more  had  no  reference  whatever  to  a 
public  gallery.  Each  was  meant  to 
decorate  a  palace  or  private  man- 
sion. When  Teniers  brought  the 
collection  he  had  made  (1657)  there 
was  no  room  for  it  in  the  Imperial 
palace,  so  the  pictures  were  hung  in 
a  neighbouring  building  called  the 
Stallburg.  It  seems  to  have  become 
thus  slightly  detached  from  the 
person  of  royalty;  and  though  a 
hundred  years  ago  the  pictures  were 
transferred  to  a  palace  again,  that 
building  has  ever  since  been  the  pa- 
lace of  the  people.  The  princes  for 
whom  the  Belvidere  was  built  live, 
as  art  enables  them,  on  its  walls, 
there  frescoed  by  Van  der  Hooke, 
Solimena,  Auerbach.  The  emperors 
and  archdukes  have  discovered  long 
ago  that  an  individual  cannot  mono- 
polise great  treasures  in  this  world 
without  losing  the  most  real  enjoy- 
ment of  them,  and  so  rill  after  rill 
has  come  in  from  generation  to 
generation  as  tributaries  to  swell 
the  singular  collection. 

None  need  to  be  informed  that 
Vienna  is  the  metropolis  of  music. 
The  visitor  there  finds  himself  float- 
ing about,  as  it  were,  in  an  ethereal 
musical  sea.  Even  the  brass  bands 
perform  good  music.  The  only  dif- 
ficulty on  this  musical  score  is,  in- 
deed, that  the  varieties  of  harmony  in 
Vienna  are  likely  to  form  in  the  less 
sophisticated  ear  a  medley  something 
like  the  ancient  *  Quodlibet '  (which 
still  may  be  heard  occasionally), 
in  which  the  persons  of  a  company 
sing  each  a  difierent  ballad  simul- 


taneously to  one  theme— a  sol^oin 
hymn  jostling  a  l^acchanalian  ditty. 
The  opera  is  the  most  perfect  in  the 
world,  the  symphonies  perfect,  and 
the  sacred  music  also  ;  and  none  of 
them  can  surpass  the  majesty  with 
which  the  military  band  sends  abroad 
through  ihe  air  Oott  erhalte  Kaiser 
Franz.  Generations  of  culture  haye 
gone  to  build  up  the  musical  taste 
and  the  fine  ear  which  of  old  made 
this  city  the  Mecca  of  musicians. 

Mozart  found  it  up-hill  work  at 
Vienna.  The  people  looked  upon 
his  thin,  pale  face,  and  his  light, 
boyish  hair,  with  incredulity.  They 
could  hardly  imagine  that  the  little 
man  was  more  than  an  ambitioas 
youth.  It  was  just  eighty-five  years 
ago  that  he  was  trying  to  acoom- 
plish  something  there,  but  had  more 
reputation  for  his  game  of  billiards 
than  for  music.  At  the  time  the 
two  great  librettists  of  Vienna  were 
Metastasio  and  the  Abb^  de  Ponte 
— a  man  who  passed  twenty  weary 
years  as  an  Italian  teacher  in  New 
York,  where  he  died  in  destitution ! 
This  Abb6  de  Ponte  wrote  the 
drama  of  Don  Jucm^  after  consulta- 
tion with  Mozart,  who  believed  that 
the  traditions  of  the  wild  nobleman 
formed  a  good  theme  for  an  opera. 
The  composer  did  his  part  in  less 
time  than  any  opera  was  ever 
written  in.  He  wrote  day  and 
night,  his  wife  keeping  his  wits 
awake  by  bringing  in  punch,  his 
favourite  drink,  and  so  got  it  ready 
for  a  grand  occasion  in  Prajfne. 
Prague  was  delighted.  After  bwng 
thrice  performed,  it  was  wafted  ix> 
Vienna  on  Bohemian  raptures.  At 
Vienna  it  fell  dead.  The  Emperor 
Joseph  sent  for  Mozart,  and  said, 
'  Mozart,  your  music  would  do  very 
well,  but  there  are  too  many  notes 
in  it.'  •  There  are  just  as  many  as 
there  ought  to  be,*  replied  Mozart, 
deeply  ofiended.  This  fine  piece  of 
Imperial  criticism  may  have  got 
wind,  for  everybody  was  in  the  habit 
of  saying  there  was  certamly  merit 
in  the  piece,  '  but,'  Ac.    Being  ia  a 
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oompanj  one  day  where  tiie  new 
opera  was  the  subject  of  dispute, 
l^ydn,  in  reply  to  a  demand  for 
his  opinion,  said,  *A11  I  know  is 
that  Mozart  is  certamly  the  greatest 
composer  now  in  existence.'  Haydn 
suffered  from  the  cavils  of  the  critics, 
but  his  genius  met  with  recognition 
from  Mozart.  A  composer  of  some 
merit,  but  of  a  jealous  disposition, 
was  expatiating  on  the  defects  of 
Haydn,  when  Mozart  broke  out 
wim  the  abrupt  reply,  *  Sir,  if  you 
and  I  were  melted  down  together, 
we  could  not  make  one  Haydn!' 
Mozart  gracefully  dedicated  his 
quatuors  to  Haydn.  Frederick 
the  Great  offered  Mozart  a  situa- 
tion at  Berlin,  with  a  salary  of  five 
thousand  florins,  in  place  of  the 
miserable  sum  of  eight  hundred 
(8oZ.)  which  he  was  getting  at 
Vienna.  While  he  was  hesitating 
Joseph  n.  called  on  him  and  said, 
*  Mozart,  you  are  going  to  leave  me.' 
*No,  never  will  I  leave  your  ma- 
jesty,' said  the  tender-hearted  com- 
poser, with  emqtion.  Beethoven 
had  a  better  experience,  for  Vienna 
recognised  his  genius  from  the 
start.  When  he  brought  out  his 
Fifth  Symphony  there  before  a  vast 
andience,  the  crowd  rose,  shouting 
their  plaudits.  Beethoven,  who  had 
conducted  the  piece,  did  not  accept 
their  applause.  A  member  of  the 
orchestra  took  him  gently  by  the 
shoulders  and  turned  his  face,  that 
he  might  see  the  enthusiastic  au- 
dience. The  audience  then  remem- 
bered that  the  artist  who  had  been 
so  charming  them  was  stone-deaf. 
Beethoven,  when  he  beheld  the 
scene,  burst  into  tears. 

With  all  the  social  conservatism 
in  Vienna,  and  the  hardness  of  the 
aristocracy — -the  noblemen  being 
more  like  kings  than  even  the 
Junkers  of  Prussia  before  Bismarck 
compelled  them  to  commit  hari- 
kari — one  cannot  help  being  struck 
by  the  degree  of  freedom  allowed 
in  that  city.  It  is  said,  indeed,  not 
to  be  found  in  other  cities  under 


Austrian  rule;  poor  Prague  espe- 
cially  being  under  such  surveillance 
that  many  of  the  best  plays  are 
prohibited  to  its  public  theatres.  In 
Vienna,  Herr  Etienne,  an  old  revolu- 
tionist of  1848,  who  edits  the  Free 
Press,  informed  me  that  he  was  able 
to  print  as  much  radicalism  as  he 
pl^ed  in  his  paper  without  inter- 
ference from  the  police.  I  remem- 
ber on  one  occasion,  while  visiting 
the  celebrated  crypt  in  which  the 
remains  of  the  emperors  are  pre- 
served in  fine  cofl&ns  loaded  with 
wreaths,  our  party  paused  for  some 
time  at  that  of  the  late  Prince 
Maximilian,  who  was  shot  in 
Mexico.  It  was  inscribed  by  the 
Emperor  *  To  our  dear  brother,  who 
was  shot  by  Mexican  barbarians.'' 
Two  Germans  present  commented 
upon  the  inscription  in  their  own 
language  and  very  audibly  to  th& 
company  present,  one  declaring  that 
the  Mexicans  had  served  ^  our  dear 
brother '  just  right ;  the  other  ex- 
pressing iie  belief  that  the  Emperor 
had  helped  to  send  his  brother 
away  through  jealousy  of  his  greater 
attainments  and  popularity,  and  fear 
of  his  tendency  to  radicalism,  and 
that  he  (the  Emperor)  was  by  no 
means  sorry  when  he  heard  of  the 
Prince's  tragical  end.  Such  free  ti^ 
as  this  one  continually  hears  in  tiio 
ccrfSs,  The  freedom  accorded  to  reli- 

fious  here^  is  equally  great.  One 
ears  continually  loud  theological 
discussions  going  on  in  public  rooms, 
where  Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Ca- 
tholics assemble.  There  is  very  apt 
to  be  present  also  a  Unitarian, 
whose  arguments  sometimes  make 
one  feincy  himself  in  the  atmo« 
sphere  of  Boston.  In  Transylvania 
there  are  near  two  hundred  Uni- 
tarian congregations,  with  a  very 
systematic  organisation,  and  some 
allege  that  this  form  of  belief  is 
spreading  to  Vienna  and  other  parts 
of  Austria.  In  the  public  libraries 
one  sees  shelves  high  up  inscribed 
*Verbotene  Bucher,'  and  on  them 
heretical  theology  is  curiously  min- 
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gledwiih  works  of  immoral  tendency 
(^ach  as  Bomssean's  Gqnfessions, 
Ovid's  Art  of  Love,  Ac),  but  these 
shelves  have  become  so  little  prohi- 
bited and  so  popular,  that  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  the  warning  does  not 
act  rather  as  a  guide  to  the  here- 
tically  or  pruriently  disposed. 

The  most  quiet  and  aristocratic 
quarter  of  Vienna  is  the  *  Tein,' 
where  are  the  stately  palaces  of 
theLichtensteins,the  Stahrembergs, 
the  Esterhazys,  <kc.  These  noble 
families  are  looked  upon  ^th  much 
awe,  as  is  natural,  the  Austrian 
monarchy  being  limited  by  the  no- 
bility. In  Russia,  the  Czar  can 
deprive  a  nobleman  of  his  heredi-  . 
tary  dominions,  but  it  is  not  so  in 
Austria.  The  present  Emperor  is 
the  first  who  ever  set  aside  the 
will  of  the  nobility.  There  are 
three  hundred  of  these  families,  ten 
ducal,  the  chief  of  these  being  the 
lichtensteins,  Schwartzenbergs, 
Lobskowitzes,  and  Esterhazys.  They 
are  entitled  Regents,  and  have 
body  guards.  They  are  by  birth- 
right Knights  of  the  Golden  Fleece, 
and  the  fleece  symbol  may  be  seen 
on  the  cornices  of  their  houses. 
Theirfortunes  are  immense.  Though 
the  Esterhazys'  fortune  has  been 
diminished  by  one  or  two  spend- 
thrifts, it  is  said  to  be  larger  than  the 
revenue  of  the  Kings  of  Bavaria, 
Wdrtemberg,  and  Saxony  put  toge- 
ther. How  formidable  is  the  power 
of  these  fiunilies,  was  shown  by  an 
incident  that  occurred  in  1805. 
During  the  war  with  Napoleon, 
Prince  Appony  was  entrusted  with 
the  Austrian  forces  on  the  Danube. 
After  the  capture  of  the  Austrian 
army  at  Ulm,  this  Prince  was 
ordered  to  destroy  a  wooden  bridge 
near  Vienna;  he  disobeyed  the 
order,  and  Napoleon's  pursuit,  faci- 
litated by  this  bridge,  resulted  in 
the  disaster  at  Austerlitz.  All 
Europe  expected  Prince  Appony 
would  be  shot;  but  he  was  only 
temporarily  banished,  not  from 
Austria,    but    from    the    Imperial 


head-quarters!  His  descendant  is 
now  Austrian  Ambassador  in  France, 
where  his  memory  is  blessed.  As 
for  the  age  of  these  great  femilies, 
who  can  estimate  it  ?  In  the  Ester- 
hazy  Palace  there  is  a  chart  of  the 
family  tree  which  represents  it  grow- 
ing out  of  the  stomach  of  Adam !  In 
these  houses,  there  is  not  only  a 
great  deal  of  refinement  and  cul- 
ture, but  also  of  mirth  and  enter- 
tainment. The  children  are  well 
taught,  the  tutor  being  ordinarily  a 
lawyer  or  a  divine.  Their  httle 
brains  are  said  to  be  terribly  over- 
tasked, as  it  is  thought  they  mast 
learn  all  languages  in  such  a  polyglot 
empire.  In  many  of  the  palaces 
there  are  rooms  fitted  for  private 
theatricals,  and  there  is  no  end  to 
the  masquerades,  tableaux  tdoants, 
and  balls.  The  favourite  dance  is 
still  the  old  *  chain-dance,'  upon 
which  more  modem  terpsichorean 
gems  have  been  threaded ;  in  it  the 
company  winds  like  a  serpent  from 
room  to  room,  through  corridor  and 
hall,  until  at  last  the  sinuous  form 
breaks  up  into  waltzes,  which  pass 
from  one  species  to  another,  ending 
in  the  giddy  whirl  of  the  German. 
Considering  that  Vienna  success- 
fully claims  the  honour  of  having 
established  the  first  University  on 
the  Continent  (1333,  says  Bouter- 
wek),  one  is  surprised  to  find  so 
few  literary  characters  in  high  so- 
ciety in  Vienna.  The  possession  of 
a  fine  University  did  not  prevent 
Hartmann  Schopper,  the  most  scho- 
larly editor  of  the  Beinecke  FuchSj 
from  having  to  sleep  Diogenes- 
fashion  in  a  barrel  in  the  streets  of 
Vienna,  just  three  hundred  years 
ago,  until  Josias  Hafnagel  gave  him 
shelter ;  and  the  flourishing  condi- 
tion of  the  same  institution  there 
does  not  avail  now  to  render  the  city 
the  great  literary  centre  that  it  ought 
to  be.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  &w 
things  thrive  in  Austria  in  which 
the  Court  is  not  interested  ;  and  as 
its  earlier  despotism  acted  as  an 
extinguisher  on  the  fine  genius  of 
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Bohemia,  its  indifference  has  pre- 
vented the  intellect  of  Austria  from 
lighting  np  at  all.  It  is  probable 
that  such  a  poet  as  Grnllparzer 
Tvonld  have  found  a  welcome  at 
Court  in  any  other  capital,  but  at 
Vienna  he  was  hardly  known 
except  hy  the  lower  classes.  He 
held  some  petty  office  bringing  him 
an  amount  equal  to  250  thalers  ;  and 
when  some  of  his  friends  petitioned 
the  !Emperor  (1828)  for  his  promo- 
tion to  a  place  that  would  bring  600 
thalers^the  monarch  exclaimed,  *  Let 
me  alone  with  your  Ghillparzers ;  he 
wonld  make  verses  instead  of  re- 
ports.* After  his  journey  to  Italy, 
and  when  he  had  grown  out  of  the 
phase  of  his  genius  which  produced 
SchtcJcsalstiick  (an  imitation  of 
Werner)  to  that  which  could  thrill 
audiences  with  the  subtle  passion 
of  Medea^  he  was  taken  up  by  the 
Imperial  Burg  Theatre  as  its  poet,  at 
a  salary  equal  to  1,000  thalers.  But 
that  sort  of  occupation  which  quick- 
ened the  genius  of  Schiller  depressed 
that  of  Grillparzer,  and  I  suppose 
there  have  been  few  men  of  equal 
power  who  have  left  so  Uttle  monu- 
ment of  it.  Moritz  Hartmann,  too 
—  who,  though  a  Bohemian  by 
birth,  passed  much  of  his  life  at 
Vienna —  had  a  good  deal  of 
genins  which  came  to  little  and 
reached  its  climax  in  Chalice  and 
Sivard.  Somehow  but  few  men  of 
genins  are  bom  among  the  aristo- 
cracy, or  no  doubt  they  would 
make  much  of  him,  as  they  did  of 
Von  Hammer,  the  Orientalist.  The 
Qermans  have  their  own  theory  of 
this  matter,  and  say  that  when  the 
Anstrian  Government  by  its  despo- 
tism and  espionage  stopped  the 
German  immigration  that  was 
coming  to  it  along  the  Danube,  it 
committed  intellectual  suicide.  It 
-was  an  ancient  impoUcy,  and 
it  enabled  the  imported  Faber 
of  Suabia  to  earn  at  Vienna 
the  title  of  'MaUet  of  Heretics' 
by  stamping  the  first  germs  of 
Protestantism  in  the  time  of  Lu- 


ther. Since  then  the  only  genius 
in  Austria,  i.e.  the  German,  has 
dwelt  in  poor  attics,  industriously 
pursuing  useless  knowledge.  In 
one  house  Maelzel  devoted  royal 
powers  to  the  fashioning  of  an 
automaton  trumpets,  and  in  an- 
other Faber  worked  twenty-five 
years  to  produce  his  taUdng- 
machine.  However,  we  will  not 
forget  that  Michaelis  is  proving 
almost  as  terrible  a  *•  Mallet '  to 
Bishops  as  Johann  Faber,  Bishop  of 
Vienna,  was  to  Lutherans  in  the 
dawn  of  the  Reformation.  Were 
the  Old  Catholic  scholar  to  make 
an  appeal  straight  to  the  reason 
and  conscience  of  the  people,  there 
would  be,  I  am  persuaded,  far  more 
hope  for  the  new  movement  in 
Vienna  than  at  Munich;  but  the 
effort  to  convince  the  priests  is 
hopeless.  The  ignorance  of  the 
rural  Austrian  pnest  is  quite  un- 
fathomable. Berthold  Auerbach 
relates  that  he  once  walked  a  little 
with  one  of  these  priests  during  the 
revolutionary  excitement  in  '48. 
'  We  walked  some  distance,'  says 
Auerbach,  'and  the  conversation' 
turning  on  religious  subjects,  the 
priest  said,  "  Ay,  the  liberty  men 
would  lord  it  over  the  great  Gk>d, 
but  the  great  God  is  far  too  great 
for  them.  All  the  mischief  comes 
from  philosophical  religion."  I  asked 
what  he  meant,  and  he  replied, 
"  Philosophical  religion  comes  from 
Bousseau  inFrance ;  his  friends  once 
said  to  him,  '  We  have  no  drums 
now-a-day%'  to  which  he  answered, 
*  Skin  men,  and  make  drums  of  their 
hides.'  Now  that's  philosophical 
religion,  and  it  all  comes  from 
Bousseau,  who  died  a7mo  $."  '  All 
Auerbach's  objections  were  vain; 
the  priest  resolutely  maintained 
that  he  had  himself  read  in  a  book 
in  a  convent  that  this  was  called 
philosophical  religion. 

In  what  I  have  just  written  I 
have  not  meant  to  disparage  the 
literary  gifts  of  Austria  to  the 
world*      Nay,     I    am    persuaded 
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HoA  it  is  much  move  through 
the  ignoranoe  of  tho  world  gezteraUy 
that  the  fine  specixoens  of  AastriaiL 
genius  are  not  more  widely  known 
&an  through  atnj  lack  of  eudi 
specimens.  Thus  in  the  EngHsh 
Beeton's  Biographioal  Dictionary^ 
one  finds  mention  of  GrynsBus,  an 
old  and  dull  editor  of  Greek  books 
in  Vienna,  who  has  attained  the 
honour  because  he  visited  England ; 
but  Anastasius  Grun,  who  might 
well  occupy  this  particular  place,  is 
not  mentioned ;  nor  in  any  English 
authorities  will  one  find  any  trace  of 
the  existence  of  him,  or  of  Ladislaus 
Pyrker,  Nicolaus  Lenan,  or  even 
Yon  £[ammer  Purgstal.  If  English- 
men are  not  familiar  with  what 
Griin  hss  done,  I  advise  them  to 
forthwith  look  into  the  charming 
translations  of  various  verses  of  his 
by  the  Rev.  C.  T.  Brooks,  of  Newport, 
in  America.  Chnin  was  not  indeed 
bom  in  Vienna,  but  in  the  Austrian 
Duchy  of  Camiola^  but  he  won  his 
&me  by  his  8paxiergdnge  einea 
Wiener  Poeten.  It-  is  significant, 
however,  that  this  woric  was  pub- 
lished at  Hamburg,  and  his 
Gedichte  at  Leipzig.  Lenan  too  is 
fall  of  mystical  depth  and  purity. 
One  must  not  forget  that  one  of  the 
leading  contributions  to  mytho- 
logies science  in  this  age  has  just 
come  from  Vienna,  namely,  Roskofi^s 
Sistory  of  the  BeirU,  But  at  the 
same  time  it  is  impossible  not  to  see 
his  learned  work  as  a  soHtary  column 
in  an  arid  theological  desert.  Baron 
Von  Prokesch-Osten,  a  Styrian,  is 
eertainly  a  man  who  has  shown 
fine  powers  as  a  numismatist  and 
a  thinker ;  and  if  a  mathematical 
l^ofessorship  in  Austria  had  been 
able  to  compete  with  the  temptation 
of  a  position  <^  private  secretary  to 
Prince  Schwarsenberg,  he  might 
have  built  up  a  nobler  fame  ihsoL 
that  of  a  reactionary  diplomatist, 
by  adhering  to  the  studies  which  he 
abandoned,  and  to  whiohhe  returned 
to  bring  the  homage  of  his  grey 
hairs.    Although,  as  I  have  alreac^ 


intima)fced,'Vieniia  does  not  faflUa 
very  high  pofedtioilin  Ehubpe  as  apa> 
tronof  pictorial  art,narhaa'cantril)ft- 
ted  much  in  that  directioB^'that  oiif 
is  to  be  credited  with  having  girea 
to  the  worid  Eugene  von  Gu^tavd. 
This  vigorous  painter,  who  has  won 
a  good  nitme,  in  America  especiatij, 
was  the  son  of  the  Oouxt  painter  in 
Vienna  at  the  begrinning^  of  this 
century,  but  his  genius  was  de- 
veloped in  Italy,  and  his  indi- 
viduality was  found  only  amid  the 
wild  grandeurs  of  Austnilia,  where 
he  went  never  to  return,  though 
ofben  solicited,  I  am  told,  by  the 
nobility  among  whom  his  fitther 
(Bernard)  fiouri^ed. 

But  if  we  turn  from  litera- 
ture and  fine  art  to  see  what 
Vienna  has  done  and  is  doing,  we 
shall  find  that  she  has  cultiva^  a 
power  of  beautiful  workmanship 
unequalled  in  any  other  city  of 
Europe.  Vienna  alone  among  hi^j 
civilised  and  manufacturing  dti^ 
has  the  blood  to  sympathise  with  the 
Byzantine  love  of  having  evefyikmg 
beautiful,  whatever  be  the  coarse 
utiHty  to  which  it  is  devoted.  The 
kitchen  skewer  must  have  an  or- 
namental head  like  a  golden  hair- 
pin. And  Vienna  is  the  onlj 
European  city  which  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  know  completcQy  the  wants 
and  tastes  of  the  East.  Hence  a 
stranger  roams  among  the  riiof» 
endlessly,  as  under  woven  q)eUs. 
The  clocks  kill  time  by  their  beauty 
while  they  record  it;  the  shawk 
are  of  the  magio-earpet  kind,  that 
transport  one  to  far-off  realms  of 
beauty;  and  there  is  a  touch  of 
transcendentalism  in  their  meer- 
schaum pipes.  What  stearine  woHls 
are  these !  Who  can  ever  bum  a 
candle  irreverently  after  see- 
ing here  a  huge  grotto,  with 
crystal  •  stalactites,  and  a  noUe 
white  bear,  all  ariistiealty  done 
in  stearine !  Beautiful  bronzes, 
heraldic  engravings,  theatrical  de- 
corations, cabinets,  glass,  all  these 
things  in  Vienna  show  where  its 
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genius  is  «t  work.  Tliej  have  a 
way  too  of  calling  theii*  shops  by 
pretty  names,  *  Laarel  Wreath,' 
•  L' Amour/  Ac.  - 

One  may  find  much  that  is  cu- 
rious, if  less  beauty,  in  the  markets ; 
the  pcuTot  market,  the  monkey 
market,  and  the  Hofknarket,  where 
the  old  women  called  Frotschel- 
weiber  chatter  quite  as  unintel- 
ligibly as  the  animals  just  named. 
One  need  not  follow  the  plan  of 
the  Emperor  Joseph,  who  is  said 
to  have  gone  to  the  market  inco^i^o 
and  kicked  over  a  basket  of  eggs 
in  order  to  hear  the  Frotschel- 
weiber's  vocabulary  of  expletives  ; 
he  will  hear  enough  of  it  without 
that.  And  there,  too,  he  will  see 
the  wretched  Croats,  who  seem  to 
be  under  a  doom  to  for  ever  sell 
strings  of  onions,  like  that  which 
binds  poor  Jews  in  so  many  cities 
to  the  merchandise  of  old  clothes. 
The  Croats  are,  indeed,  a  much 
more  despised  race  in  Vienna  than 
the  Jews,  the  Germans  especiaUy 
having  never  forgotten  the  part 
they  bore  in  the  butcheries  of  1848. 
•They  have  yet  to  pay  for  the 
blood  of  Robert  Blunn,'  said  an 
aged  Oerman  to  me,  as  a  party  of 
Croats  j)as8ed  by.  *I  saw  them 
looking  on  with  laughter — so  many 
hysDnas — when  the  great  man  was 
executed.  He  said  ere  he  fell, 
"For  every  drop  of  my  blood  a 
martyr  of  freedom  will  arise.''  It 
doesn't  look  like  it  now,  but  it  will 
come — it  will  come.' 

In  the  year  1583  Elise  Plaina- 
cherin,  seventy  years  of  age,  was, 
after  torture,  condemned  to  be 
bound  to  a  horse's  tail  at  the  so- 
called  *  Qanseweide,'  near  Vienna, 
and  there  dragged,  after  which  she 
was  burned  alive.  The  Bishop  of 
Vienna,  Kaspar  Neudeck,  saying 
mass  over  her  granddaughter,  whom 
she  had  bewitched,  announced  that 
•this  maiden  had  on  August  14, 
1583,  been  happily  freed  firom  all 
her  devils,  12,65a  in  number,  and 
would  now  enter   the  cloister  of 


St.  Laurentia.'  The  multitude  of 
the  demons  which  were  said  to 
have  possessed  this  girl  is  the  re- 
flection of  the  vast  number  of 
ancient  pagan  deities  which  from 
time  to  time  were  believed  in  a6 
this  spot,  where  so  many  religions 
were  alternately  triumphant  and 
overwhelmed.  Christianity  de- 
monised  all  these  deities,  but  for 
ages  they  were  supposed  to  haunt 
every  tree  and  fountain,  and  to 
waylay  every  traveller  for  good  or 
evil,  according  to  the  treatment— 
as  the  offering  of  a  bit  of  bread 
and  meat,  or  the  withholding  of  the 
same — they  received.  One  old  tree 
survives  from  the  ancient  Wienwald, 
which  we  may  suppose  to  have 
been  originally  reganled  as  haunted 
by  exceptionally  potent  deities.  lb 
is  close  to  the  cathedral,  and  some 
antiquaries  believe  that  the  cathe- 
dral was  built  where  it  is  in  order  to 
inherit  or  borrow  some  of  the  sanc- 
tity with  which  the  tree  was  invested 
in  the  popular  mind.  Those  who 
are  interested  in  such  subjects  will 
find  mention  of  this  curious  object 
in  Mr.  Ferguson's  Tree  and  Serpent 
Worship,  It  is  called  the  Stock  am 
Eiaen,  the  trunk  and  few  branches 
that  remain  (fastened  to  a  wall) 
being  literally  changed  to  iron  by 
the  nails  which  have  been  driven 
into  it  for  good  lu(^.  We  mxiBt 
look  to  Thibet  to  find  the  general 
use  of  the  nail  as  a  charm.  So 
carefully  does  cunning  History  drop 
the  grains,  that  we  may  track  her 
in  every  byway  to  her  hidings* 
place!  There  is  another  curious 
bit  of  Plant-Lore  in  Vienna  aIso» 
namely,  an  old  picture  in  the 
Library  of  the  goddess  of  InveU'* 
tion  presenting  a  mandrake  to 
Dioscorides.  Near  to  the  two  figures 
is  a  dog  in  convulsions,  showing 
how  universal  was  the  legend,  that 
the  shHek  of  the  mandndce  when 
torn  from  the  earth  being  fieital  to 
any  being  hearing  it,  a  dog  had 
to  be  tied  to  it  and  whistled  to^ 
when  in  rushing  to  his  master  hs 
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wonld  pnll  up  tlie  root,  e3q)ire,  and 
leave  the  magic  charm  to  be  de- 
tached at  will.  The  goddess  of 
Inventioii  was,  perhaps,  the  last 
goddess  ever  invented,  which  adds 
interest  to  this  queer  picture.  It  is, 
however,  mainly  as  it  has  been 
merged  into  Roman  Catholic  le- 
gends that  the  old  mythology  is 
preserved.  Many  persons  are  as- 
tounded at  the  utter  childishness 
of  many  of  the  Church  legends  and 
marvels  in  Catholic  countries,  sim- 
ply because  they  do  not  observe 
the  relation  they  bear  to  the  ori- 
ginal mythology  of  the  place.  A 
North  German  philosopher  has 
quoted  a  Vienna  legend  of  which 
much  is  made,  as  an  instance  of  the 
paltriness  and  childishness  of  the 
Church  fables.  At  Klostemeu- 
berg — a  quiet  village  eight  miles 
out — this  worthy  Protestant  was 
shown  the  stump  of  a  tree  and  a 
veil,  from  which  the  famous  monas- 
tery of  the  place  grew,  as  it  were, 
and  about  which  the  piety  and 
offerings  of  the  district  cluster. 
On  listening  to  hear  the  romance 
of  the  stump  and  the  veil,  it  proved 
to  be  as  follows.  Leopold  was  a 
margprave  in  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  centuries,  who,  two  years 
after  his  death,  was  canonised  by 
Pope  Innocent  VIII.,  the  Pope 
who  issued  the  great  Bull  against 
witches,  under  which  so  many 
thousands  were  burned  because 
the  Innocents  were  too  pious  to 
*  shed  blood.'  However,  Margrave 
Leopold  may  have  been  a  canon- 
isable  man  for  aught  the  world 
knows.  *  One  day,'  says  the  le- 
gend, *he  with  his  spouse,  the 
Margravina  Agnes,  were  standing 
on  the  summit  of  Leopoldsberg, 
scanning  the  landscape,  with  a  view 
to  fix  upon  a  suitable  spot  for  the 
location  of  a  monastery.  Where- 
upon a  gust  of  wind  carried  away 
the  lady's  veil.  Many  persons 
searched  for  the  veil,  but  in  vain. 
Nine  years  after,  when  Leopold  was 
hunting,  he  found  the  veil,  as  good 


as  new,  hanging  on  an  elder  tree  on 
the  spot  where  Klostemeuberg  now 
stands,  the  Margrave  regarding  the 
locality  for  the  monastery  as  having 
been  thus  miraculously  pointed  out. 
The  disgust  with  which  a  mwi  of 
common  sense  listens  to  the  sacristan 
relating  this  feeble  stoiy  over  the 
log  and  rag,  which  are  the  cloister's 
most  sacred  relics,  is  only  heightened 
as  he  learns  that  the  Emperor  Maxi- 
milian considered  this  spot  so  sacred 
that  he  entrusted  to  the  place  the 
Archducal  coronet  of  Austria,  which 
remains  on  the  head  of  Leopold's 
statue,  a  huge  copy  of  it  being 
raised  over  one  of  the  towers.  Bnt 
examined  in  the  light  of  mytho- 
logical science,  the  story  is  valuable 
for  preserving  three  elements  of 
pre-Christian  and  pagan  lore — ^the 
sanctity  of  the  number  nine ;  the 
sanctity  of  the  veil  (type  of  ascetic 
chastity  in  the  East,  inherited  bj 
all  brides,  and  devoutly  associated 
with  Mary)  ;  and,  above  all,  the 
sanctity  of  the  elder  tree,  which  in 
nearly  every  part  of  Grermany  and 
of  Scandinavia  was  anciently  be- 
lieved  to  be  the  home  of  the  god- 
dess Huldah  (whose  name  prolihly 
came  from  Elder),  and  the  abode  of 
the  elves  who  were  her  servants. 

Yet  another  trace  of  tree- worship 
survives  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  in  a  custom  known  as  the 
'  Chnrcl^  wake.*  On  a  certain  day 
of  the  year  the  young  men  of  the 
village  are  accustomed  to  cut  a  tree 
out  of  the  wood,  and  having  stripped 
it  of  bark,  and  planed  it  neatly, 
raise  it  in  the  centre  of  a  pavilion, 
which  is  consecrated  to  the  *  Church- 
wake.'  They  adorn  this  pole  with 
garlands  and  ribbons,  and  various 
emblems  of  rural  life  and  work — an 
applej  a  small  sheaf  of  wheat,  Ac. 
Then  they  raise  to  the  top  of  it  a 
small  fir  tree.  Having  done  this, 
they  repair  each  to  some  house  in 
the  village  wherein  resides  a  maiden, 
and  each  of  these  is  escorted  to  the 
pavilion,  none  being  neglected. 
There  they  dance  around  the  pole 
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and  ihe  fir  tree  all  night.  It  need 
to  be  a  general  onderstanding,  and 
it  survives  in  the  more  remote  dis- 
tricts, that  a  youth  might  kiss  any 
maid  he  met  on  Church  wake 
day,  whether  he  had  ever  seen  her 
before  or  not.  A  superstition  so 
agreeably  surrounded  is  apt  to  live 
a  bng  time. 

The  impression  I  have  received 
in  Vienna,   however,   is    that  the 
people  in  that  immediate  vicinity 
toe  by  no  means  so  superstitious  as 
those  of  Northern  Germany.     The 
many  i&una  and  flora  of  supersti- 
tion, in    a    country  where   manv 
religions  must  be  tolerated,   eacn 
with  its  own  stock  of  legends,  has, 
on  the  whole,  had  a  tendency  to 
liberate  the  minds  of  the  people ; 
for  each  Church  is  able  to  detect 
and  deride   all  superstitions    save 
its  own,  and  so  each  variety  suffers 
exposure.      Moreover,  there    is   a 
tremendous  law  in  Austria  which 
prohibits  anyone  from  getting  mar- 
ried who   cannot  read  and  write, 
the  result  of  which  is  that  every 
child  bom  in   wedlock   is  apt  to 
inherit  some  degree  of  education. 
There  are,  however,  many  customs 
which  I  think    owe    their  origin 
to  old  superstitions,  even  though 
these  may  not  be  any  longer  associ- 
ated with  them  in  the  popular  mind. 
The  little  invocation  which  anyone 
finds  uttered  over  him  by  all  who 
happen  to  hear  him  sneeze  is  pro- 
bably to  be  referred  to  the  age  when 
all  involuntary  agitations    of  the 
body,  from  St.  Vitus*  dance  down 
to  sneezing,  were  supposed  to  be 
the  work  of  tricky  little  demons, 
which  had  to  be  exorcised.     And  I 
think  it  must  have  been  to  some 
snch  primitive  explanation  of  the 
whooping  cough,   that    there  has 
grown  up  in  Austria  the  imique 
cnstom  of  treating  that  disease  by 
administering  the  rod.     When  the 
child   is    seized  with  one   of   the 
cwi^hing  fits,  the  rod  is  vigorously 
applied.      The  physicians    declare 
that  this  strange  custom  has  been 


preserved  because  it  is  efiectual. 
The  whooping  cough,  they  allege, 
is  rather  a  nervous  affection  tluu2 
anything  else,  and  the  flogging,  be- 
sides bemg  a  good  counter-irritant,, 
rouses  the  child  to  an  exercise  of  the- 
will  which  often  suppresses  a  cough. 
Whether  it  be  true  or  not  that 
the  great  St.  Stephen's  Cathedral 
was  founded  on  a  place  previously 
hallowed  by  a  sacred  pagan  grove, 
of  which  only  the  Stock  am  Eisen 
remains,  that  building  and  its  superb 
steeple  seemed  to  me  an  emblem 
of  how  the  Christian  faith,  ascend* 
ing  above  all  others,  was  never- 
theless compelled  to  bear  on  it 
many  of  the  earlier  religions  amid 
which  it  grew.  On  its  roof,  in  its 
cornices,  inside  of  it,  are  found  a 
fauna  and  flora  of  its  own;  mosses 
and  lichens,  and  curious  grasses 
grow  on  it;  crows, jackdaws,  hawks 
and  bats  find  it  a  comfortable  domi- 
cile. And  similarly  the  myths  and 
superstitions  whidi  haunted  the 
uncultured  imagination  of  man  have 
climbed  into  the  creed,  and  nestle 
in  the  ceremonial  inside  of  it.  It 
is  the  darkest  church  in  Europe* 
In  its  crypt  are  hundreds  of  the 
unburied,  uncoffined  dead,  whoser 
mummied  forms,  thrown  there  in 
the  time  of  some  great  plague,  re- 
main to  suggest  the  thousands  who 
perished  ere  this  proud  monument 
of  religious  victory  could  be  raised. 
It  is  marked  all  over,  too,  with  the 
strange,  wild  history  of  Austria. 
The  bells  were  cast  from  Turkish 
caimon,  captured  during  the  &mous 
siege.  The  crescent  still  stands 
which  was  raised  to  induce  the 
Turkish  bombs  to  spare  the  tower. 
And  on  the  roof  is  spread  out  the 
double-headed  eagle,  wrought  iir 
the  tiles  of  the  roof,  each  eye  four 
gilt  tiles,  each  beak  thirty  tiles,  and 
a  distance  of  i8o  feet  lying  between 
tip  and  tip  of  the  outstretched  wings. 
This  one  sees  from  the  top  of  uie 
steeple,  reached  by  700  steps,  the 
greatest  artificial  height  in  the 
world. 
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Barly  in  the  spring  the  Viennese 
betake  themselves  to  the  varionB 
retreats  in  the  neighbourhood, where 
most  of  the  social  enjoyments  take 
place  dnring  the  warm  weather. 
There  are  no  people  who  better 
understand  the  luxuries  of  the  dolGe 
far  niente,  and  one  may  see  it  in 
perfection  at  Yoslau  and  at  Baden. 
If  one '  of  the  explanations  of  the 
ancient  Bomaii  name  of  Vienna, 
Vindobona^  which  makes  it  mean 
good  wine,  be  correct,  it  was  pro- 
bably given  because  of  the  prolific 
vintages  of  Voslai^,  though  I  fear 
there  may  be  two  opinions  as  to  the 
excellence  of  the  wine  they  produce. 
One  vinegrower,  however,  gave  me 
an  excellent  glass^of  red  wine,  which 
he  declared  was  too  good  to  sell. 
The  final  cause  for  the  existence  of 
a  town  amid  these  vintages  seems 
to  be  the  admirable  swimming  bath 
around  which  it  has  grown.  This 
bath  is  really  beautiful.  It  is  a 
large  marble  basin,  oval,  some  thirty 
yards  in  greatest  length,  and  about 
twenty  yards  in  wicfih,  filled  with 
fresh  water,  clear  as  crystal*  The 
smooth  bottom  is  plainly  seen,  even 
where  the  water  is  twenty  feet  in 
depth.  This  basin  is  fringed  with 
little  alcoves,  and  the  Imndsome 
youths  standing  in  front  of  them, 
preparing  for  a  plunge,  look  like  so 
many  Apollos.  A  dozen  or  more  of 
them  were  English,  and  they  were 
the  m,ost  shapely  and  statuesque 
there* 

Charles  Eangsley  has  lately  been 
preaching  to  the  English  in  a 
dolorous  way  about  their  physical 
degeneracy ;  but  I  can  well  believe 
what  is  told  of  him,  that  his  muscular 
Christianity  is  a  phase  of  his  later 
life,  and  that  in  his  University  days 
he  pored  over  books  during  play- 
hours.  He  read  and  re-read,  no 
doubt,  about  the  superb  statues  of 
ancient  Greece,  which  he  now  holds 
up  before  the  English  youth  to  show 
them  how  inferior  they  are  to  such 
forms — ^forms,  one  may  be  pretty 
sure,  which  were  ideals  combined 


from  many  models.  Kingsleydid 
indeed  study  his  books  to  good 
advantage,  and  no  one  could  wish 
one  of  them  unread ;  but  he  migbt 
have  not  learned  poetry  less  perh4»> 
while  he  would  have  estimated  the 
physical  character  of  his  young  c<m- 
temporaries  better,  had  he  oft^ier 
gone  on  such  long-vacation  expe- 
ditions as  that  which  Arthur  Clongli 
has  made  into  one  of  the  finest  poems 
in  the  language.  Clough  could  see 
the  Greek  god  in  his  Oxonian  com- 
rade :-t- 

Tes,  it  was  he,  on  the  ledge,  bare-limbed, 

an  Apollo,  down  gazing, 
Eyeing  one  moment  the  beauty,  the  life,  en 

he  flung  himself  into  it, 
Eyeing  through  eddying  green  waten  the 

green-tinting  floor  underneath  them, 
Eyeing  the  bead  on  the  surface,  the  bead, 

like  a  cloud,  rising  to  it. 
Drinking  in,  deep  in  lus  soul,  the  beautifal 

hue  and  the  clearness, 
Arthur  the  shapely,  the  brave,  the  un- 

boasting,  the  glory  of  headers. 

*  Halloa,  fellows,  jump  in !  If  s 
awfully  jolly!' — I  recognise  the 
Oxonian  glory  of  headers  at  once, 
as,  having  made  his  curve  in  the  air 
and  darted  like  some  silvery  salmon 
beneath  the  clear  water,  he  rises  on 
the  other  side  and  shouts  out  his 
hearty  English  amid  a  group  of 
Greeks.  Their  small  olive  bodice 
are  almost  dwarfed  by  the  Anglo- 
Saxon,  whose  blonde  and  roui»ied 
form  represents  a  sum  of  selected 
shapes. 

The  floor  of  the  bath  is  graded  so 
as  to  give  a  depth  suited  to  every 
age  and  every  degree  attained  in  the 
art  of  swimming.  On  the  sides  goes 
on  the  work  of  teaching  little  boys 
to  swim.  They  are  attached  to  the 
end  of  rod  and  line,  and  the  teacheis 
hoive  the  appearance  of  having  jnst 
caught  each  a  curious  species  of 
human-like  &og.  As  I  passed  one  of 
these  merry  fellows  his  plump  Httle 
body  suggested  a  pat  so  irresist* 
ibly,  that,  simply  for  the  eternal 
fitness  of  things,  I  administered  a 
gentle  one.  The  liveried  servant 
who  held  the  fishing-rod  in  his  case 
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made  a  little  ejaculation  of  mingled 
surprise  and  amusement^  and  my 
Viennese  friends  langhingly  in- 
formed me  that  I  had  touched  the 
ark  of  Anstrian  royalty !  One  of 
them  fonnd  in  the  performance 
an  iUnstration  of  the  strength  of 
repahHcan  instincts.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  chatting  with  the  object 
of  my  nnconscions  political  midice 
afterwards,  and  fonnd  him  remark- 
ably clever ;  he  could  hardly  have 
beeoi  over  nine  years  of  age,  yet  ho 
was  already  well  advanced  in  his 
knowledge  of  English  and  Fi'ench. 
The  ladies  have  preceded  us  in 
the  bath,  and  when  we  emerge  we 
find  them  gathered  *abont  the  gar- 
den and  porticos  of  a  pretty  fairy- 
Hke  chAlet  on  a  small  hill,  where,  as 
we  begin  to  ascend,  th^  look  like 
parterres  of  flowers.  They  are 
dressed  in  the  richest  and  most  be- 
coming costumes,  presenting  varied 
and  brilliant  colours.  When  the 
ladies  of  London  dress  in  rich 
colours — just  such  colours  as  these 
—at  th6  f  ^tes  of  the  South  Kensing- 
ton or  the  Botanical  Gardens,  critics 
sneer  at  the  costumes  and  call  them 
*lond'  or  *  vulgar.'  And  they 
really  do  so  appear  under  the  En- 
glish sky.  But  here  similar  colours 
seem  impropriate  and  refined.  The 
ladies  themselves  are  so  lovely  that 
I  was  almost  shocked  to  hear  them 
talking  in  German ;  for  I  think  the 
most  enthnsiastic  friend  of  the  Ger- 
mans,  however  much  he  may  ap- 
preciate the  simplicity  and  sparkling 
intelligence  of  Gretchen,  will  gener- 
ally concede  that  she  is  rarely  beauti- 
ful outside  the  pages  of  poets.  When 
the  gentlemen  swarmed  up  the  hill 
these  ladies  began  to  beam,  and 
their  faces  blossomed  into  smiles, 
showing  them  more  flower-like 
than  ever,  and  then  ensued  an 
amount  of  naive  and  elaborate 
flirtation  which  I  had  never 
known  equalled  elsewhere.  The 
whole  company  parted  off^,  two  and 
two,  on  the  solid  old  principle  that 
it  is  not  good  for  man  or  woman  to 


be  alone;  and  if  any  of  the  fair 
creatures  were  left  without  a  gen- 
tleman she  sat  aside  in  gloomy 
silence,  almost  pouting,  like  a  dis- 
appointed child.  This  transparency 
of  feeling  in  a  company  consisting 
in  good  part  of  the  higher  classes 
was  charming.  They  seemed  a 
bevy  of  grown-up  children.  After 
strolling  about  the  grounds  for  a 
time,  they  sat,  still  by  twos,  at 
the  little  marble  tables  and  took 
coffee,  or  enjoyed  ices,  or  sipped 
the  sourish  red  wine  of  the  vines 
which  covered  the  hills  around 
them  as  if  they  liked  it.  *  This,' 
remarked  my  handsome  Greek 
friend  from  Vienna,  *  is  the  finest 
wife-bazaar  in  this  part  of  Europe. 
It  would  be  safe  to  pronounce  these 
ladies  bold  hussies  in  London  [he 
had  once  resided  there],  but  custom 
makes  a  great  difference.  These 
ladies  are  strolling  here,  flirting 
more  or  less  seriously,  forming  en*, 
gagements  for  life,  exactly  as  their 
grandmothers  and  great-grand- 
mothers did  before  them.  Our  so- 
ciety ftimishes  noising  else  so  inno- 
cent ;  it  is  an  invention  of  common 
sense  and  social  necessities  to  build 
up  a  little  civilisation  within  the 
rigid  walls  which  have  lasted  from 
ages  that  ran  from  the  extreme  of 
barbaric  license  to  that  of  ascetic 
hypocrisy,  and  there  hardened.  Go 
a  little  way  east  of  this,  say  to 
Boumania,  and  you  will  find  the 
wife-bazaar  completely  undisguised, 
the  ladies  seated  in  a  line  in  their 
carriages,  the  youths  filing  by,  and 
pausing  before  this  or  that  beauty 
to  bargain  with  papa  about  her 
dower  under  her  very  nose.' 

The  most  celebrated  place  of 
resort  near  Vienna  is  Baden,  about 
fifteen  English  miles  from  the  city, 
about  half-way  to  Voslau.  Many 
thousands  go  out  to  this  place 
during  the  summer,  especially  on 
Sunday  afternoons,  the  religious 
associations  of  that  day  ending  at 
noon  and  making  way  for  a  some- 
what more  noisy  and  sportive  after- 
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noon  than  is  known  to  any  other 
day  of  the  we^k.  Baden  is  noted 
for  its  bread — ^Rothschild  in  Paris 
-will  have  no  other  baker  in  his 
house  bnt  one  bred  at  Baden — and 
its  wonderful  and  abundant  hot 
fountains.  The  place  was  called  by 
the  Bomans  Aqu»  Hannomeeo. 
The  temperature  of  the  watei*s  was 
as  high  as  104°.  There  are  about 
twen^  sources,  the  largest  of  which 
is  the  Ursprung,  which  springs  in 
the  middle  of  the  public  promenade, 
and  supplies  the  large  swimming 
baths  for  men  and  women,  which 
are  little  lakes  ten  or  twelve  feet  in 
depth,  strongly  exhaling  sulphuretted 
hydrogen,  hmpid  and  warm.  This 
fountam  pours  forth  half  a  million 
gallons  every  twenty-four  hours. 
All  these  waters  are  considered  es- 
pecially useful  in  cases  of  paralysis, 
scrofn^  wounds,  and  catarrhal 
ejections.  They  contain  a  com- 
paratively small  quantity  of  salts 
and  about  a  cubic  inch  of  sulphu- 
retted hydrogen  to  the  pint.  There 
are  many  legends  about  the  dis- 
covery of  the  various  baths  of  this 
region,  most  of  them  diabolical. 
Their  healing  beneficence  has  not 
availed  to  deodorise  the  sulphurous 
character  of  its  infernal  suggestions. 
The  legend  of  the  discovery  of  the 
Carlsbad  springs  by  the  Emperor 
Charles  FV.,  who  saw  a  deer  plunge 
into  one  of  them,  and  a  puff  of 
smoke  arise,  has  also  been  made  to 
invest  many  another  fountain.  The 
baths  of  Baden  present  some  fea- 
tures quite  novel  to  Western  eyes. 
Each  bath  is  a  large  round  tub  in 
shape,  some  tweniy  or  thirty  feet 
in  diameter,  and  made  of  stone. 
The  water  is  warm,  almost  hot,  as 
it  rushes  in,  and  at  times  the  atmo- 
sphere is  thick  with  a  not  disagree- 
able steam.  Around  the  wall  runs 
a  circular  gallery,  where  sit  ors  tand 
parties  gazing  upon  or  criticising 
the  curious  scene  below.  All 
around,  below  the  water,  attached 
to  the  side  of  the  bath,  runs  a  seat, 
upon  which  the  elderly  or  the  ill 


sit,  while  the  younger  or  more 
sportive  swim  or  paddle  about. 
The  bathers  are  of  both  sexes,  and 
as  the  only  garment  they  wear  is  of 
white  cotton  or  linen  ike  effect  is 
startling  enough,  and  is  apt  to 
shock  those  who  have  be^i  brouglit 
up  with  English  or  American 
notions  of  propriety.  Nothing, 
however,  could  exceed  the  deconun 
of  the  bathers  so  far  as  behaviour 
is  concerned;  although  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  kind  of  free- 
masonry among  them,  permitting 
each  to  chat  with  the  odier  and  offer 
civilities.  It  is  indeed  considered 
the  proper  thing  if  a  gentleman  sees 
a  lady  entering  the  bath  or  leaving 
it,  or  attempting  to  go  from  one 
side  to  the  other,  for  him  to  start 
forward  and  offer  his  support 
whether  he  is  acquainted  with  har 
or  not.  No  incident^  I  was  told, 
had  ever  occurred  to  suggest  any 
separation  of  the  sexes  into  different 
baths  or  hours ;  and  when  I  ex- 
pressed some  surprise  that  the 
ladies  did  not  demand  some  less  dia- 
phanous costume,  it  was  said  that 
the  physicians  considered  this  the 
best.  The  keeper  of  one  of  tiie 
baths  assured  me  thai  the  baths 
were  conducted  now  just  as  they 
were  when  ancient  Bomans  osed 
them ;  though  whether  the  classical 
invalids  of  the  Thermae  Getite,  as 
they  were  anciently  called,  had 
cotton  gowns  seemed  to  me  doubt- 
ful. There  is,  indeed,  a  Frauenbad 
set  apart  for  ladies  who  wish  to 
bathe  alone,  but  few  go  to  it,  as 
the  merry  society  of  the  oth«s  is 
less  lonely  to  the  victims  who  are 
ordered  to  sit  for  hours  in  the 
caldron. 

The  town  of  Baden  itself  seemed 
to  me  on  an  ordinary  week  day  nn- 
attractive.  It  contains,  apparently, 
a  population  of  invalids.  There  is 
a  pleasant-looking  square  in  front 
of  the  chief  hotels,  Theresienfiarten, 
covered  with  a  thick  grove  W  trees, 
but  those  who  promenade  through 
it  are  pale  victims  of  disease,  and 
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the  shady  depths  have  a  silent  sad- 
ness almost  sepulchral,  which  the 
feathered  songsters  above  can  hardly 
Teliere.  A  mile  or  so  out  of  the 
town,  however,  there  is  the  Vale  of 
Helen  (Helenthal),  which  is  cer- 
tainly beautiful.  In  it  is  the  Schloss 
Weilburg,  where  the  old  Archduke 
Oharles  used  to  pass  his  summers, 
amid  his  800  species  of  roses  ;  and 
near  it  the  mined  castles  Baubeneck 
and  Scharfeneck.  There  is  also  in 
the  Helenthal  an  ancient  ruin  called 
Baubenstein,  once  a  stronghold  of 
Bobber  Knights,  and  haunted  by 
l^ends  of  them.  The  castle  of  these 
,  aristocratic  brigands  was  destroyed 
«oon  i^ter  thoy  had  exceeded  the 
prudent  usages  of  their  class  so 
&r  as  to  rob  the  Emperor  Maximi- 
lian I.  on  the  highway.  The  never- 
failing  legend  that  in  time  of  war 
the  Wild  Huntsman's  diabolical  and 
noisy  procession  is  heard  issuing 
'from  or  returning  to  the  rain  may 
-still  be  heard  told  by  the  peasantry 
of  the  neighbourhood.  The  fact 
that  the  Wild  Hontsman  leeend 
TS  always  vigorous  wherever  there 
is  an  old  Bobber-Knight  ruin  con- 
:firms  the  theory  that  the  ancient 
myth  of  Odin's  career  in  the  storm 
was  transplanted  from  the  Teutonic 
TeHgion  in  its  decay  to  the  great 
<5entres  of  human  devilry  existing 
in  the  Middle  Ages,  chiefly  repre- 
sented by  the  mounted  knights  who 
rode  rough-shod  over  the  people, 
^before  the  idea  of  chivalry  arose 
among  them  beneath  the  first  warm 
touch  of  Christianity. 

The  Slavonic  type  preponderates 
in  the  superstitions  or  Vienna  and 
the  r^on  round  about,  though 
happily  the  weird  horrors  of  that 
type  are  here  much  mitigated. 
Thus  the  terrible  Vampyre  legends, 
the  hungry  corpses  that  reappear 
in  pleasing  shape,  and  suck  the 
blood  of  their  surviving  friends,  so 
^rmly  believed  in  in  every  part  of 
Bussia,  are  here  represented  by  the 


fidth  of  the  peasantrv  (and  even 
some  of  higher  position)  that  on 
All  Souls'  Eve,  at  midnight,  any 
one  visiting  the  cemetery  will  see  a 
procession  of  the  dead  drawing 
after  them  those  who  are  to  die 
during  the  coming  year.  There  is 
a  gloomy  drama  founded  on  it, 
which  is  still  acted  on  every  All 
Souls'  Eve  in  the  people's  theatre. 
It  is  called  The  Miller  and  his  Child. 
The  Miller  has  a  lovely  daughter, 
the  daughter  a  lover:  the  Miller 
obstinately  opposes  the  marriage. 
After  some  years  of  despair  the 
youth  goes  to  the  churchyard  at 
midnight  and  sees  the  spectnd  train, 
and  following  it  the  cruel  Miller. 
The  Miller,  then,  will  die  during 
the  year.  The  drama  might  have 
passed  at  this  point  from  the  grave- 
yard to  the  marriage  bells ;  but  it 
would  never  be  allowed  in  Austria 
that  young  people  should  be  so  en- 
couraged to  look  forward  cheerfully 
to  the  demise  of  parents,  however 
cruel ;  and  consequently  the  youth 
sees  following  close  to  the  Miller — 
himself.  In  course  of  the  year  the 
poor  girl  loses  both  father  and  lover. 
During  the  performance  of  this 
drama  the  audience  is  generally 
bathed  in  tears,  some  persons  sob- 
bing painfully.  It  is  evidently  no 
fiction  to  them ;  and  it  is  impossible 
not  to  believe  that  the  heaping  of 
their  friends*  graves  with  wreaths 
next  day  is  in  part  due  to  the  sur- 
viving belief  that  the  dead  have 
some  awM  power  over  the  living, 
which  is  generally  exerted  for  evn. 
But  qmsqtie  suos  patimv/r  mam£8. 
Have  we  not  Spiritualism  in  Eng- 
land and  America  ?  Looked  at,  how- 
ever, from  the  abyss  of  Slavonian 
superstition,  the  bright  fairies  of 
Western  Europe  and  the  communi- 
cative familiars  of  the  mediums  have 
a  happy  sunshine  about  them  which 
reminds  us  that  Humanity  has  in  its 
Westward  march  at  least  got  safely 
past  GKant  Despair. 
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ON  THE  EEQENERATION  OP  SUNDAY. 


NOTHING  can  be  more  lovely 
aa;d  glorious  than  the  ideal 
picture  of  Christian  goodness,  as 
we  read  it  in  the  Apostolic  EpisUes. 
In  how  many  Christians  it  was  a 
Hying  reality,  it  is  impossible  to 
judge.  That  it  was  exceedingly 
maned  by  violent  doctrinal  quarrels 
among  themselves,  and  not  a  little 
also  by  the  impure  or  rude  habits 
which  they  brought  with  them  out 
of  Paganism,  is  made  too  plain  by 
various  allusions.  Some  Christians 
are  even  denounced  as  covering 
licentiousness  by  a  form  of  godli- 
ness. Nevertheless,  the  sound- 
hearted  believers  set  the  goal  of 
their  moral  aspiration  high.  When 
they  talked  of  holiness,  £ey  did  not 
mean  an  ecclesiastical,  a  formal 
sacredness  ;  neither  the  outward 
washing  of  baptism  (which  Peter 
contemptuously  calls  ^the  putting 
away  of  the  filth  of  the  flesh*),  nor 
attendance  on  Church  ordinances, 
n:iaceration  of  the  body^  subjection 
to  priestly  rule,  or  any  other  arti- 
ficial sanctitv.  At  least  their  chief 
and  most  honoured  teachers  es- 
lieemedHoliness  to  mean  the  highest 
goodness  of  evevy  sort  appreciable 
to  the  mind^  springing  up  fix)m 
within  the  heart,  ami  ove^owing 
in  lave  to  man,  in  gratitude  and 
devotion  to  Grod. 

Accordingly,  the  Church,  its 
ordinances  and  its  teaching,  were 
regarded  as  an  instrumental  means 
of  vitally  quickening  all  the  mem- 
bers ;  and  of  so  elevating  their 
characters  as  to  rise  above  Duty 
and  liaw  into  the  spiritual  region  of 
Love  and  Freedom.  No  lower  form 
of  morality  was  for  a  moment  dis- 
esteemed;  on  the  contrary,  the 
function  of  the  Church  was  to 
cultivate  in  Us  converts  all  that 
elementary  rectitude  of  m^ital  or 
bodily  habits  in  which  under 
heathenism  they  had  generally  been 


very  deficient.  Begarding  holiness 
as  only  the  higher  stage  of  moral 
development,  we  may  say  that  the 
function  of  the  Church  was  *to 
cherish  moral  excellence  tn  Us  mem- 
bers,' According  to  the  phraseo- 
logy of  the  Apostle  Paul,  his  office 
was  to  minister  the  Spirit ;  and  in 
the  Spirit  was  included  holiness, 
liberty,  and  practical  wisdom.  The 
Spirit  was  with  him  opposed  to  the 
Flesh,  or  baser  nature.  In  the  works 
of  the  flesh  he  comprised  every  form 
of  immorality ;  but  the  fruit  of  the  ^ 
Spirit,  he  says,  is  love,  joy,  peace, 
lonffsuflering,  gentleness,  goodness, 
MuL  [fait^ifulness  ?],  meekness, 
temperance.  So  abundantly  was  the 
moral  element  expanded  in  his  ideal 
But  the  Church  of  that  day  was 
in  its  own  thqory  an  exceptional 
body.  It  could  not  cohere  or  co- 
operate with  so  very  corrupt  a  world 
as  surrounded  it,  nor  did  it  for  a 
moment  conceive  the  vast  idea  of 
converting  the  whole  mass.  To 
take  mit  of  the  world  an  elect  people 
was  its  sole  ambition ;  and  it  was 
manifest  that  only  certain  tempera- 
ments (in  their  language,  partakers 
of  grace  or  Qod's  special  favonr) 
were  susceptible  to  conversion. 
From  this  antagonism  to  the  world 
they  shunned  alike  public  posts, 
public  amusements,  and  private 
company,  thereby  bringing  on 
themselves  dislike  and  su^icion. 
Thus  they  were  kept  in  high  tension, 
and  by  the  pers^ution  (small  at 
first,  soon  severer)  which  followed, 
felt  themselves  to  be  a  peculiar 
people,  whose  task  was  to  promote 
good  works  and  holiness.  The 
whole  life  was  to  be  holy.  No  dis- 
tinction was  made  of  working  day 
and  Sunday.  On  the  Sabbath,  that 
is,  Saiurdayy  no  common  trade- 
labour  was  exercised  by  Jewish 
Christians:  the  Pagan  converts  met 
for  worship,  if  able,  on  Saturday 
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evemngy  wlien  in  Jewish  computa- 
tion the  Sabbath  was  over,  and  the 
First  Day  of  the  week  was  began ; 
but  they  had  no  day  at  all  without 
ordinary  work.  Neither  Eomans 
nor  Ctreeks  had  any  week  of  seven 
days :  hence  the  phrase  ^ first  day  of 
the  week  '  could  only  be  interpreted 
firom  a  Jewish  sense.  Gentile 
Christians  (except  when  they  had 
learned  from,  the  Jews  to  keep 
Saturday)  counted  no  day  of  the 
week  holy  more  than  another. 

Whether  in  the  second  and  third 
centuries  Christians  collectively  were 
really  inferior  to  those  of  the  first, 
it  is  difficult  to  know ;  but  certainly 
the  standard  of  holiness  held  up 
before  them  was  constantly  sinking, 
by  ecclesiasticism  growing  up,  and 
by  controversy  ever  exalting  the 
relative  value  of  right  opinion.  In 
the  fourth  century,  under  Constan- 
tino, the  First  Day  became  at  last,  by 
the  Emperor's  edict,  a  day  of  cesssr. 
tion  from  common  labour ;  and  firom 
it  our  modem  Swnday  is  derived. 
The  Puritanical  Sunday  of  England 
(falsely  called  Sabbath)  dates  barely 
from  the  reign  of  James  I.  Base- 
less as  it  is  in  matter  of  argument, 
tiie  idea  of  it  was  noble  in  l£e  mind 
of  the  Puritan.  It  was  to  be  a  day 
nationally  devoted  to  teaching, 
learning,  or  meditation  on  holy 
things— to  religious  exercises  of  the 
heart,  in  private  and  public,  or  to 
philanthropic  action ;  with  the  least 
possible  spending  of  minutes  on  the 
needs  of  physical  life.  The  churches 
of  modem  England  have  adopted 
this  theory,  and  the  first  qu^tion ' 
here  arising  is,  how  fior  they  have 
realised  it. 

I  do  not  question  that  there  is 
numerically  a  large  body  of  per- 
sons who  approximate  to  this  ideal. 
But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  institution  has  been  made  no- 
iwnaZ;  the  law  establishes  it,  and 
defends  it  with  fines  and  penal- 
ties. NaMonaUyy  the  failure  of  the 
institution  is  enormous.     With   a 


great  majority  it  is  a  day  for  lying 
late  in  bed  and  other  bodily  indo- 
lence, a  day  for  eating  a  more  ex- 
pensive and  probably  less  whole- 
some dinner — a  mere  indulgence  of 
*tho  flesh.'  With  very  many  the 
hours  pass  in  stupid  languor ;  with 
vast  multitudes  it  is  a  day  in  which 
an  extra  quant^  of  intoxicating 
dnnk  is  shallowed.  With  others  it 
is  a  day  for  rural  excursions,  in 
which,  however  innocent,  no  one 
can  discover  anything  specially  re- 
ligious. Debauchery  prevails  in 
the  evening  so  widely  that  on  Mon- 
day many  an  artisan  is  unfit  for 
work,  and  the  police  offices  show  a 
great  excess  of  crime.  This  is  an 
eminently  unsatisfactory  Christiui 
Sunday. 

But  even  as  to  the  portion  of 
time  spent  in  church,  no  very  high 
account  can  be  given.  There  are, 
I  well  beUeve,  some  who,  happy  in 
their  minister,  and  highly  devout 
in  themselves,  find  the  attendance 
in  church  very  profitable ;  but  how 
slight  is  the  efficacy  on  the  great 
mass  of  a  congregation !  Weariness 
under  long  prayers,  and  listlesshess 
under  a  sermon,  is  a  widely  appli- 
cable description;  moredver,  when 
we  ask  how  often  the  pulpit  directs 
itself  against  public  immoraHdes, 
or  exerts  -  any  appreciable  effect 
against  them,  the  reply  is  highly 
damaging.  Moral  topics  are  seldom 
treat^  at  all  from  the  pulpit.  To 
preach  (what  is  called)  Dry  Moralit]^ 
would  probably  empty  any  church 
or  chapel ;  nor  are  adults  likely  to 
get  much  benefit  from  scholastic 
treatment  of  morals.  To  preach 
against  the  Crying  Sins  of  the  day 
is  quite  a  difierent  matter.  This  is 
what  Wesley,  Whitefield,  and  their 
associates  did ;  fhis  is  what  Baxter 
and  many  Puritans  before  him  did — 
vehemently  and  successfully.  If 
one  asks  why  this  is  on  the  Whoh> 
so  very  rare,  now  or  formerly,  the 
reasonable  reply  is  that  the  preacher 
has  not  sufficient  weight  of  charac- 
u  tr  2 
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ter,  conviction,  and  eamestaxess  of 
mind ;  only  exceptional  men  can  do 
the  thing  well  or  nsefnll j.  A  large 
xramber  of  preachers  are  too  young ; 
iihej  are  deficient  in  fire ;  they  hav^ 
not  stem  intensity  and  recklessness 
of  man's  judgment  where  that  of 
God  is  clear  to  them.  Apostolic 
fivTOur  in  no  age  at  all  has  been  a 
common  endowment.  An  under- 
lying sense  that  if  the  clergy  col- 
lectively were  to  preach  against  the 
sins  of  the  day,  they  would  often 
become  mere  partisans  and  advo- 
cates in  matters  on  which  wiser 
men  doubt,  has  led  to  a  very  pre- 
valent disuse  of  such  preaching. 
It  is  seldom  that  any  widespread 
vice  or  injustice  can  be  redi^ssed 
without  aid  from  the  State ;  indeed, 
generally  the  State  itself  is  guilty — 
perhaps  is  an  accomplice.  To 
preach  against  such  sins  is  stigma- 
tised as  '  political  agitation.'  Even 
in  the  great  movement  against  sla- 
very, which  began  with  Clarkson 
and  Wilberforce,  though  some  Epi- 
scopalian ministers  and  very  many 
Dissenters  were  warm  in  the  cause, 
£  believe  they  seldom  dared  to  bring 
the  matter  into  the  pulpit;  they 
argued  only  on  the  platform,  where 
their  ecclesiastical  character  was 
merged — where  they  appeared,  not 
as  ministers,  but  rather  as  lay  phil- 
anthropists. A  long  list  of  national 
sins,  vices,  and  injustices  might 
^  drawn  up,  as  to  which  the  pulpits 
have  been  utterly  dumb.  Even  such 
scandals  as  bribery  at  elections,  ex- 
-CBBB  of  drink-shops,  immoralities 
-of  theatres  and  other  lower  places, 
with  ever-spreading  social  corrup- 
iion,  draw  out  from  very  few  indeed 
^as  £eu^  as  I  have  heard)  such  preach- 
ing as  in  the  movement  of  Wesley 
n^as  prominent  and  fruitful. 

It  must  not  be  omitted  that 
another  cause  baa  greatly  conduced 
io  strip  the  pulpit  of  its  moral 
ftnctions,  namely,  the  development 
of  what  we  now  call  the  platform. 
The  essential  difference  is  this,  that 
from  the  platform  vumy  speak ;  and 


tiiough  they  oftenest  speak  all  on 
one  side,  yet  opponents,  if  they  are 
desirous  to  promote  discussion  and 
not  confusion,  will  generaUy  be 
welcome.  When  a  society  has  been 
formed  to  promote  a  definite  object, 
its  uniform  difficulty — perhaps  its 
greatest  difficulty — ^is  to  get  intelli- 
gent opponents  to  attend  and  argue 
against  it.  In  general  they  disdain 
to  come;  friends  only  attend,  and 
there  are  too  few  in  the  audience 
who  need  conversion.  Yet  room  is 
open  for  debate.  One  man  has  it 
not  all  to  himself,  in  such  dogmatio 
style  as  needs  in  him  a  weight  of 
character  not  often  to  be  found. 
There  is  room  also  for  taking  a  vote 
of  the  audience ;  and  little  as  may 
be  the  value  of  the  vote,  it  much  con- 
duces to  attention ;  for  when  men 
have  something  to  ^  as  the  result 
of  listening,  they  listen  far  more 
earnestly.  A  sense  of  responsi- 
bility comes  in.  But  if  nothing 
practical  is  to  come  of  listening, 
inattention  more  easily  steals  on 
them.  Moreover,  far  greater  tnic- 
reat  is  raised  by  a  variety  of  speakers, 
even  if  many  of  them  are  inferior. 

On  the  whole,  iike  influence  of 
the  modem  churches  against  pre- 
cisely the  worst  evils  of  the  day — 
those  which  are  supported  by  State 
institutions,  by  interested  politi- 
cians or  office-holders,  or  by  great 
vested  interests  —  is  almost  as 
feeble  as  under  Paganism  itself! 
If  the  function  of  Church  organi- 
sations is  to  promote  thai  public 
morality  without  which  Beligion 
is  &naticism  or  hypocrisy,  ^eir 
failure  on  a  national  scale  is  most 
lamentable.  The  Clergy  have  not, 
even  by  indirect  influence,  guided 
or  spurred  the  laity  to  contend  in 
any  vital  matter.  It  is  not  Reor- 
ganisation merely  that  the  Churches 
need,  but  Regeneration — ^the  in- 
frising  of  a  new  vitality.  Tet — 
believe  this  as  we  may— -outsiders 
can  do  nothing  but  make  such  sug* 
gestions  concerning  possible  new 
arrangements,  as  msj  give  freedom 
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to  a  new  spirit,  trusting  that  it  does 
exist  among  ns. 

Indeed,  the  defects  of  the  new 
^stem  which  has  arisen — that  of 
Voluntary  Societies  and  public  meet- 
ings— are  very  grave.  The  waste 
of  effort,  time,  and  money  is  enor- 
mous, and  too  much  is  thrown  on 
the  same  philanthropic  persons. 
The  number  of  such  societies  is  in 
itself  a  serious  embarrassment,  and 
the  expense  makes  it  difficult  for  a 
poor  man  to  set  them  at  work  at 
aU.  In  so  &r  as  such  societies  are 
philanthropic,  that  is,  disinterested 
as  well  as  useful,  it  belongs  pro- 
perly to  the  Church  or  Churches 
to  conduct  them,  for  which  they 
would  have  many  facilities;  and 
by  the  very  £oct  the  Church  as  an 
organisation  would  recoTer  her  true 
position  in  society. 

No  National  dhurch  attempts  to 
imitate  the  form  of  the  Apostolic 
action.  In  every  age  a  few  eccen- 
tric societies  attempt  it,  with  devout, 
eelf-sacrifidng  zeal ;  and  they  are  a 
useful  protest  against  our  selfish- 
ness and  luxury.  But  no  one  can 
take  a  broad  view  of  history,  with 
a  heart  embracing  all  mankind,  and 
be  satisfied  with  so  limited  an  ac- 
tion on  the  millions  of  our  brethren 
and  sisters,  as  alone  was  possible 
or  imaginable  to  the  Apostles  and 
their  contemporaries.  It  is  an 
axiom  with  us,  that  God  cares  for 
the  unfortunate  many,  as  much  as 
for  the  happy  few ;  and  that  a  first 
duty  incumbent  on  those  who, 
whether  by  inward  or  outward  re- 
sources, are  flAvoured,  is  to  employ 
their  ability  for  the  welfare  of  the 
less  fiftvoured.  An  Apostie  who 
said,  '  Silver  and  gold  have  I  none,' 
could  with  equal  truth  have  said, 
'Political  influence  have  I  none.' 
A  deputation  of  Christians  to  Galba, 
Vespasian,  or  Trajan,  imploring  a 
political  change  in  the  interests  of 
morals  or  humanity,  would  have 
been  treated  even  by  these  respect- 
able emperors  as  impertinently 
offensive.    '  Do  you  think  that  the 


Emperor  and  the  Senate  do  not 
know  their  duties  without  your  in- 
struction?' was  the  mildest  reply 
they  could  expect.  But  the  majority 
of  our  nation  is  contained  in  the 
Churches,  which,  if  united  in  ai^ 
philanthropic  aim,  become  politi- 
cally all-powerful.  With  the  vast 
increase  of  means,  the  scale  of  duty 
enlarges  itself.  Apostles  could  not 
dream  of  uprooting  the  cawes  of 
vice  and  misery,  because  these  were 
political  as  well  as  social  and  per- 
sonal ;  with  us,  to  uproot  the  causes 
is  just  the  primary  duty,  and  is,  of 
course,  the  only  way  of  removing 
the  effects. 

Nor  is  it  possible  for  t^e  Churches 
now,  as  in  some  measure  then,  to 
keep  themselves  apart  from  the 
contaminations  of  a  guilty  and  foul 
world;  for  with  us.  Church  and 
World  are  inextricably  mixed. 
Only  while  a  Church  is  a  small 
and  special  community,  can  it  at  all 
successfully  isolate  itself.  Enthu- 
siasm may  for  a  while  keep  such 
a  Church  in  a  hi^h-strung  frame 
of  mind,  which  resists  the  world's 
corruptions;  but  such  enthusiasm 
barely  outlasts  in  purity  a  second 
generation:  the  evil  world  drags 
the  Church  downwards.  No  Church 
can  sustain  its  own  higher  life  lonK» 
unless  active  to  purify  society  whicn 
is  outside  of  it,  on  its  outskirts, 
or  in  general  interfused  with  it. 
Every  way,  therefore,  the  enterprise 
of  healing  the  world's  ulcers,  and 
cleansing  away  moral  pestilence,  is 
an  essential  duty  of  the  modem 
Church. 

The  Church  has  ihe  pulpit  entire- 
ly to  herself;  but  the  influence  of  the 
pulpit,  by  universal  confession,  has 
inmieudely  declined.  Why  should 
she  not  try  to  attract  the  pUUform 
within  her  limits,  and  work  it 
under  her  own  auspices,  so  &r  as  it 
purposes  to  promote  justice,  mercy, 
and  moral  goodness  ?  The  Church 
overlooks  her  own  &cilities  for  this. 
First  of  all,  she  has,  all  ready  for 
use,  the  building  in  which  a  public 
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meeting  can  be  held.  Next,  the 
cost  of  ad  vertiaemeniaind  placards  in 
a  large  movement  would  be  greatly 
economised.  One  or  two  placards 
outside  tbe  building  wonld  make 
anitomioement  to  the  congregation, 
and  by  mutual  agreements  the 
different  Churches  would  soon  learn 
to  help  each  other  in  such  adver- 
tising. They  would  often  work  in 
harmony,  debating  the  same  subject 
simultaneouslj.  Thirdly  (what  is 
by  far  most  important,  and  is  the 
matter  to  be  here  specially  deve- 
loped), every  local  Church  has  the 
Ume  at  her  disposal  for  philanthropic 
action,  if  Sunday,  thai  ecclesiastical 
day,  were  duly  digested.  From  the 
severe  pressure  of  business,  attend- 
ance at  philanthropic  meetings  is 
impossible  in  the  prime  of  a  working 
day,  and  is  a  troublesome  effort  to 
most  persons  late  in  the  evening. 
This  grave  difficulty  would  vanish 
if  the  meeting  were  held  at  the 
church  itself,  and  on  Sunday. 
Fourthly,  a  meeting  so  gathered 
would  not  be  packed  firom  any 
select  clique,  but  would  take  up 
more  independent  elements  than 
now.  Reasoning  on  both  sides 
would  be  heard  firom  the  beginning. 
A  futile  project  would  be  more 
quickly  stopped;  a  good  measure 
would  more  rapidly  rise  in  public 
esteem.  Fifthly,  far  greater  solem- 
nity would  be  maintained.  Neither 
noisy  excitement  of  applause,  nor 
unseemly  riot,  would  he  endured. 
A  more  sober  enthusiasm,  a  more 
earnest  gravity,  a  greater  general 
self-control  might  be  counted  on. 
Sixthly,  the  clergyman  or  chief 
minister  of  the  bmlding  would  be 
the  natural  chairman,  whose  official 
character  would  certainly  give  him 
weight  to  restrain  the  meeting,  if 
restraint  were  needed;  and  would 
be  a  full  guaranty  for  decorum,  in 
no  small  measure  also  for  religious 
earnestness.  Few  clergymen  have, 
or  can  have,  the  fire  of  a  Reformer 
or  Prophet ;  but  a  laerge  timjoriiy  of 
i^osein  full  maturity  6f  life  have 


the  qualities  needed  in  a  vigorous 
and  useful  Chairman  or  President. 
And  every  such  President,  if  he 
had  a  word  in  his  heart,  would 
have  a  fiiU  right  and  a  free  oppor* 
tuniiy  to  spef^  it  out  at  any  oon«- 
venient  length.  Each  would  earn 
the  influence  which  his  practice 
wisdom  might  deserve. 

A  secondary  organisation  would 
be  sure  to  nae.  A  Committee  of 
Elders,  similar  to  the  Deacons  of 
many  churches,  would  consolt  with 
the  Minister  as  to  the  desirableness 
of  holding  a  meeting  for  the  dis« 
cussion  of  a  certain  subject.  The 
mitioMon  of  the  idea  would  rest 
with  voluntary  movement ;  that  is, 
any  individuals  (or  any  amounting 
to  a  prescribed  number)  might  make 
suggestion  to  the  Elders,  who,  if 
they  pleased,  would  discuss  it  with 
the  Minister.  If  it,  seemed  plausible 
enough  to  deserve  fuller  debate,  it 
would  be  brought  into  a  general 
meeting.  If  there  it  were  disapprov- 
ed, the  matter  would  go  no  £urthar. 
No  harm  would  have  been  done; 
no  cost  wbatever  wordd  have  been 
incurred. 

As  a  result  of  holding  meetings  of 
philanthropic  tendency  every  Sun- 
day— on  the  one  hand,  persons  who 
d6  not  esleem  the  ordinary  church- 
ministrations  enough  to  frequent 
them,  would  be  attracted  by  a 
service  which  they  appreciate,  con- 
ducted on  the  day  whidi  is  least  pre- 
occupied ;  on  the  other  hand,  all  the 
ordinary  church-attendants  would 
learn  that  philanthropists  are  not  a 
special  class,  but  that  philanthropy 
is  the  duty  of  every  religious  man. 
Owing  to  the  severe  engagements 
of  business,  a  great  majority  of  men 
now  are  apt  to  imagine  that  it  belong 
to  others^  not  to  them^  to  bestr 
themselves  for  the  benefit  of  ibe 
world.  If  indeed  they  are  rich,  tlie 
pressure  of  others  may  get  monef 
out  of  them  ;  but  this  is  not  at  all 
so  beineficial  to  them,  as  themselves 
to  take  part  in  good  enterprisetr 
Bor  does  it  so  call  out  tiieir  Hberaliiy. 
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Tlie  selfishness  and  materialism  now 
dominant  would  receive  a  whole- 
some check,  if  Sunday,  instead  of 
being  a  day  in  which  the  laity  are 
passive  hearers  and  receptive  of 
abstract  truth,  became  a  day  in 
which  kind,  just,  or  merciful 
actions  were  promoted  by  their  • 
co-operation  and  advice. 

To  bring  about  the  change  which 
I  imagine,  a  commencement  must 
be  made  in  Churches  really  free.  At 
this  moment,  the  Episcopalian  or 
Anglican  Churdi  is  wholly  in- 
capable of  such  development;  but 
if  that  happen,  which  to  many 
minds  seems  fast  approaching,  that 
this  Church  should  become  free 
from,  the  State,  and  able  to  re- 
organise herself,  she  has  in  her 
cathedrals  and  other  ample  build- 
ings facilities  far  beyond  all  the 
rest.  It  would  only  be  requisite  to 
have  courage  to  turn  them  to  the 
best  account. 

With  no  small  timidity,  I  proceed 
to  state  more  iu  detail,  what  changes 
would  regenerate  the  Sunday :  with 
timidity,  because  there  are  of  course 
many  ways  in  detail  of  applying  the 
same  principles,  and  those  which  I 
sxigg^  cannot  to  all  minds  seem 
the  best.  I  fear  (for  this  often 
happens)  that  readers,  instead  of 
improving  my  scheme  where  it 
may  s^em  to  them  defective,  will 
look  on  what  they  regard  as  its 
defects  as  a  refutation  of  the  frm- 
damental  idea.  But  unless  I 
sketch  a  plan  in  detail,  many 
readers  will  not  get  any  vivid 
notion  of  the  mode  of  action  which 
I  conceive.  To  fix  ideas,  I  shall 
name  definite  hours,  and  define 
other  matters  as  well  as  I  can. 

Suppose  that  on  Sunday  the 
church  doors  were  to  open  at  twenty 
minutes  past  ten,  and  ten  minutes 
were  allowed  for  the  congregation 
to  assemble.  I  believe  that  an  howr 
4md  a  quarter  amply  suflBoes  for 
what  is  called  the  ordinary  Church 
Servioe,  which  might  terminate  at  a 
quarter  to  twelve   (11.45),      ^^^ 


long  prayers  of  the  Anglican  Ohxirch 
were  never  intended  by  the  com- 
pilers of  the  Prayer  Book.  The 
modem  system  has  been  brought 
about  by  an  arbitrary  and  hurtful 
accumulation  of  three  liturgies — 
viz.  the  Morning  Prayers,  the 
Litany,  and  the  Communion,  be- 
sides the  Sermon :  in  some  churches 
and  on  some  days  the  Baptismal  Ser- 
vice, or  the  Churching  of  Women, 
or  the  Commination  is  added.  It  is 
reasonable  to  believe,  that  this  will 
be  reformed  in  a  state  of  freedom. 
English  Christians  are  morally  tm- 
able  to  pray  on  so  many  topics  as 
their  ancestors.  It  is  neither  ne- 
cessary nor  profitable  to  open  this 
remark  more  folly ;  but  it  is  visible, 
that  a  church  no  sooner  becomes 
free,  than  it  much  shortens  its 
prayers.  And  is  not  this  in  close 
accordance  with  a  precept  of  Jesus 
himself  ?  In  different  modifications 
of  religious  theories  the  details  can- 
not be  the  same  ;  but  there  are 
many  who  will  think  it  would  suf- 
fice to  allow  twenty  minutes  for 
Heading,  ten  minutes  for  Prayer, 
fifteen  minutes  for  Hynms,  and 
twenty-five  minutes  for  Sermon. 
An  interval  of  nearly  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  would  remain,  before 
twelve  o'clock,  when  the  Philan- 
thropic meeting  might  begin. 

But  according  to  ray  ideal  and  pro- 
spectus of  the  future,  perhaps  in  this 
same  space  of  time  (viz.  from  10.30 
to  11.45)  three  other  forms  of 
service  would  either  always  or  often 
go  on,  in  the  wings  of  the  same 
building  :  namely,  the  youths  (say) 
from  the  age  of  thirteen  to  eighteen 
would  receive  instruction,  moral  and 
religious,  from  an  elder  priest ;  the 
girls  of  the  same  age,  from  a  ma- 
tron priestess  :  thirdly,  the  younger 
children  would  get  school-teaching. 
Whether  such  arrangement  may  be 
possible,  would  depend  on  the  avail- 
able teachers.  Here  it  slices  to 
insist  on  two  things ;  firsts  that  at 
present  the  moral  instruction  of 
young    persons    of  both  sexes  on 
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subjects  of  all  others  vital  to  them 
is  pemicioQslj  omitted,  and  will  be 
omitted,  until  they  are  taught 
separately,  by  an  elder  man  and  by 
a  matron  :  next^  that  children  are 
cruelly  and  mischievously  tired  out, 
by  t^Lching  them  in  school  first, 
and  bringing  them  into  church* 
afterward.  It  is  an  ingenious  way 
of  making  them  hate  the  church 
service,  for  which  they  are  every 
way  too  young.  But  unless  the 
school  be  airmdtaneotis  with  the 
church  service,  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  children? 

How  very  defective  is  our  teach- 
ing of  Morals,  few  appear  to  me  to 
be  aware.  As  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  life  is  made  up  chiefly  of 
small  things,  so  is  its  moraUty. 
The  boys  of  England  are  perhaps  as 
reckless  and  as  rude  as  of  anv  nation 
in  the  world.  See  (at  least  in 
the  towns)  the  great  incivility  of 
our  lads  to  those  whose  dress  has 
anything  not  in  the  cut  of  the  day, 
or  unusual  to  their  eye :  observe  the 
rudeness  of  their  fun,  the  coarseness 
of  their  language  and  jokes,  their 
excessive  pertness.  A  Turkish  boy, 
however  poor,  is  a  perfect  gentle- 
man in  comparison  to  them.  Look 
a^ain  to  the  sons  of  the  gentry. 
Unless  the  school  boys  of  this 
generation  are  prodigiously  im- 
proved- much  of  the  same  story 
might  be  told  of  them.  Indeed,  the 
accounts  given  of  our  youths  on 
their  way  to  India,  while  passing 
through  Egypt,  and  after  reaching 
India,  exhibit  them  as  not  only 
disgraceful  to  our  country,  but 
as  fostering  grave  political  mis- 
chief by  their  illegal  violences 
and  excessive  insolence.  What  are 
called  *  practical  jokes,*  which  are 
anything  but  jokes  to  the  sufferers, 
prevail,  unless  put  down  with  a 
high  hand.  Everywhere  English 
names  are  cut  on  wood  and  stone 
(by  grown  men  also),  damaging 
even  historical  or  antique  monu- 
ments. Even  if  evexy  offence  were 
itself  smaU,  yet  the  total  mischief 


to  the  character  and  to  society  is 
very  serious.  But  it  is  hard  ht 
anyone  to  preach  from  the  ptUpii  on 
such  things ;  they  should  be  taught 
in  the  school. 

And  they  can  be  taught  well  in 
school — so  taught  as  to  be  instra^ 
tive  to  well-bred  young  gentlemen 
and  ladies.  Mr.  William  Ellis  so 
teaches  in  schools  the  dements  of 
Political  Economy  as  to  make  it  a 
profitable  lecture  on  Morals.  Con- 
versely, lectures  on  all  the  small 
duties  and  graces  of  life,  opening 
their  moral  grounds,  would  at  once 
inculcate  gentleness,  politeness,  and 
honesty,  and  also  explain  the  laws 
of  the  market  and  the  rights  of 
every  cultivator  to  the  fruits  of  hi» 
labour.  Surely  such  lessons  are  far 
more  profitable  to  children  than  a^ 
premature  inculcation  of  religion,, 
the  learning  of  a  catechism,  or  even 
instruction  in  reading,  if  it  is  to  be 
never  used  and  soon  forgotten.  To 
be  contented  with  simple  food  and 
avoid  greediness,  and  many  other 
matters,  would  also  be  taught. 

So  elevated  and  mighty  an  idea 
as  that  of  Gon  cannot  be  received 
by  a  young  child.  To  a  motho^ 
endeavouring  to  inculcate  it,  her 
little  boy  replied,  *  Mamma '  is 
Charley's  (Jod.'  Another  boy,, 
taken  to  church  for  the  first  time,, 
said  on  his  return,  '  Papa,  I  have 
seen  the  Lord  !  *  His  father,  on 
enquiiy,  found  that  what  the  boy 
had  seen  was  the  minister  in  a 
white  surplice.  After  a  child  has 
learned  to  feel  and  practise  Universal 
Kindness  it  is  quite  time  enoueh  to 
begin  upon  religion.  Until  he  loves 
Man,  whom  he  has  seen,  he  cannot 
love  God,  whom  he  has  not  seen,  or 
get  any  profitable  idea  of  Him  at 
all.  Much  less  is  there  any  use  in 
indoctrinating  him  wiih.  a  creed, 
though  it  be  the  soundest  and  surest 
creed  in  the  world.  Let  the  flower 
set  well,  and  hope  for  the  firnit  m 
due  time,  under  the  blessing  of 
God's  Sun ;  but  to  expect  aatnmn 
in  spring  is  to   waste  labour  and 
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damage  your  tree.  In  general,  by 
teaching  confession  of  sin,  or  thank- 
fulness  for  its  atonement,  yon  do 
bat  teach  hypocrisy. 

The   instraction    of  youths  and 
elder  girls  of  course  cannot  be  solely 
and  always  on  the  topics  on  account 
of  which  it  is  desirable  to  have  the 
sexes  apart.     Experience,  and  the 
ability  or  genius  of  teachers, -would 
regulate  details.     There  would  not 
be,  and  need  not  be,  uniformity  in 
different  churches.     But  there  are 
other  topics  ill  taught    from  the 
pulpit,  but  well  taught  when  young 
people  are  the  audience;   such  as 
conscientiousness  in  small  service, 
the  wrongfulness  of  petty  stealing 
to  indulge  the  appetite,  aud  of  all 
such  rudeness  and  damage  to  others 
as  were  named  above ;  the  duty  of 
politeness    and    distance    between 
yonng  men  and  women  ;  the  sin  of 
waste,  the  value  of  economy;  the 
delight  of  generosity  out   of  our 
savings.      To    the  young  women, 
especially,  the  folly  and  wrong  of 
expensive    dress ;     the    excessive 
stupidity  of  *  Fashion,'   which,  by 
dressing  all  alike,  whatever  their 
physiciS  aspect^  necessarily  makes  a 
large  number  ugly.      They  should 
be  taught  that  the  beauty  of  dress 
does  not  depend  on  the  costliness  of 
the  material,  but  on  the  elegance  of 
the    form    and    suitability  to   the 
wearer.     I  have  heard  a  gentleman 
say  that  if  a  shawl,  however  coarse 
and  mean,  is  given  to  a  ELindoo  girl, 
she  has  half  a  dozen  ways  of  putting 
it  on,   all  becoming.     Then,   also, 
lessons  of  cleanliness,  tidiness,  and 
conscientious    work    have    to    be 
taught.     The    numerous    evils    of 
smoking — to  the  puree,  to  health, 
to  furniture,  and  to  other  people's 
comfort — might  here  be  inculcated 
with    the    greatest    advantage    to 
youths.     I  need  hardly  ad^   the 
supreme  importance  of  implanting 
in  them  a  hatred  of  intoxicating 
drink:   but  to  teach  them  not  to 
indulge  the  appetite  by  needless- 
ly expensive    food   approaches   to 


it  in  importance.  What  length  of 
time  the  Philanthropic  meeting 
would  take  must  depend  on  its 
nature,  and  the  interest  which 
it  might  cause.  K  such  meet* 
ings  were  adjourned  from  week  to 
week  one  hour  might  ordinarily 
suffice;  but  in  all  such  matters  a 
Free  Church  would  secure  for  itself 
flexibility  y  and  would  adapt  arrange- 
ments according  to  the  materials 
before  it.  Moreover,  instead  of 
adhering  to  a  single  routine  of  what 
is  called  the  Lord's  Supper,  would 
it  not  be  far  more  reasonable  to 
revert  to  the  freedom  of  the  original 
institution  ?  I  think  that  if  Christ- 
ians get  more  manliness  of  mind, 
and  insist  that  traditional  routine 
shall  not  impede  that  Spirit  of 
Liberty  in  which  Paul  glories,  some 
such  development  will  even  yet 
happen. 

What  is  the  exact  relation  be- 
tween the  Love  Feasts  (Jude  12) 
of  the  early  Christians,  and  the 
Lord's  Supper  as  described  by 
Paul  (i  Cor.  xi.  20),  I  do  not 
mean  dogmatically  to  pronounce* 
But  it  is  clear  that  the  Supper  to 
which  Paul  refers,  was  a  real  and 
soHd  meal ;  and  the  original  Supper 
(according  to  the  Three  First  Gos- 
pels) at  which  Jesus  founded  the 
institution,  was  a  meal  upon  the 
Paschal  lamb.  The  obvious  in- 
ference is,  that  this  was  originally 
identical  with  the  Love  Feast ;  but 
that  in  consequence  of  the  abuses 
denounced  by  Paul,  and  indeed 
later  by  Jude  also,  a  modification 
took  place.  Some  Churches  pro- 
bably adopted  Paul's  advice  early, 
and  destroyed  entirely  the  nature 
of  the  Supper  as  a  true  meal,  making 
it  a  mere  shadow  or  pretence  of  a 
meal :  this  is  the  form  which  has 
come  down  to  our  day,  since  ulti- 
mately the  influence  of  Paul  predo* 
minatod  in  all  the  Gentile  Churches. 
While  it  was  a  real  supper,  its 
name  (Charity)  I  suppose  implies 
that  the  expense  was  defrayed  by 
one  or  more  of  the  richer  members. 
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When  rich  and  poor  partook  of  it 
in  common,  it  was  a  pledge  of  re- 
li^ous  union.  The  Tea-meetings 
of  onr  Dissenters  aim  at  the  same 
mark. 

It  is  not  likely  that  any  British 
Churches  will  consent  to  lay  aside 
the  element  tinne^  which  has  been 
made  a  sacred  emblem.  But  some 
of  them  already  interpret  it  (as  do 
very  many  American  Churches)  to 
mean  the  v/nfermented  juice  of  the 
^rape  (Matt.  zxvi.  39),  and  treat 
the  use  of  fermented  wine  as  a  per- 
nicious deviation  from  the  original 
practice.  If  '  this  interpretation 
were  to  become  general,  it  would 
onable  them  to  ^  revert,  without 
design,  to  what  none  can  doubt  to 
have  been  the  primitive  idea — ^that 
the  Supper  was  a  true  meal.  In 
Any  case,  the  rise  of  Tea-meetings 
displays  the  desire  of  recovering 
the  Christian  agape. 

If,  from  any  cause,  a  meeting  or 
meetings  in  the  church  w«re  pro- 
longed, the  aga'pe  would  conveni- 
ontly  and  beneficially  reappear. 
After  the  ordinances  of  religion 
«nd  the  business  of  philanthropy, 
what  more  reasonable  than  to 
unbend  the  mind  and  re&esh  the 
heart  by  pleasant  conversation? 
In  a  country  parish  and  in  fine 
weather,  the  open  field  would  be 
preferred  to  the  inside  of  a  building ; 
but  our  weather  does  not  often  per- 
mit this.  Surely  the  time  will 
oome,  when  that  superstition  will 
vanish,  which  forbids  the  use  of 
churches  for  meetings  on  which  the 
blessing  of  God  can  be  asked.  If 
Bread  and  Wine  remain  the  type 
of  that  extreme  simplicity  which 
reduces  a  meal  to  its  fewest  ele- 
ments ;  if  that  horrid  notion  be  set 
^de,  that  Sunday  is  the  day  for  gor- 
mandising, the  agaph  might  itself 
initiate  a  sounder  idea  of  what  a 
devout  man's  eating  ought  to  be. 
To  learn  practically  that  hunger  may 
be  satiated  and  strength  sustained 
on  figs  and  bread,  or  other  simple 
viancb,  without  hot  dishes,  flesh 


meats,  laborious  cookery  or  fer- 
mented liquors,  would  be  in  itsdf  a 
more  profitable  lesson  than  many 
a  long  sermon  can  impart.  The 
frien(fliness  between  diflerent  ranks, 
which  is  cherished  by  the  partaci- 
pation  of  a  common  meal,  is  totally 
lost  in  the  modem  Lord's  Supper, 
where  each  recipient  is  isolated  and 
dumb,  and  is  a  Oomrrmnicant  in  a 
solitary  sense  only. 

K  then  it  be  supposed  that  the  con- 
gregation, without  dispersing,  took 
a  simple  meal  of  charity,  another 
possibility  would  open.  After  they 
had  suflBciently  refreshed  their  heads 
from  the  tension  of  thought  by  the 
cheerfal  interchange  of  words,  a 
Lecture  might  be  dehvered  by  the 
minister  on  an  instructive  subject 
Ecclesiastical  History  is  the  topic 
most  pertinent  to  the  Churches,  and 
most  neglected ;  but  if  once  larger 
views  be  taken,  a  wider  survey  of 
human  nature  will  be  seen  to  be 
appropriate,  such  as  the  hisiory  of 
human  religion — I  mean,  in  outline; 
not  the  tedious  and  repulsive  grop- 
ing into  the  details  of  human  error, 
or  any  display  of  the  airy  fancies  of 
mythology ;  but  a  narrative  of  the 
efforts  of  the  human  mind  towards 
truth,  and  its  partial  attainment; 
also  the  relation  between  rehgion 
in  every  age  and  the  contempora- 
neous metaphysical  or  physical  con- 
ceptions. It  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  metaphysics,  any  more  than 
physical  science,  in  its  detailed  or 
scholastic  development,  is.  at  all 
suited  to  the  Church,  nor  are  Churdi 
ministers  likely  to  be  competent  to 
lecture  upon  it.  But  so  far  as  these 
subjects  are  embraced  in  a  concrete 
form,  as  embodied  in  this  or  that 
human  religion,  they  are  perfectly 
clerical.  Another  topic  for  Lectnres, 
also  appropriate  to  the  Church,  is 
sdenttfic  Morals,  which  may  be 
treated  in  various  ways  according 
to  the  knowledge  and  genius  of  the 
Lecturer ;  frequently  the  history  of 
one  particular  branch  of  Morals  is 
highly  instructive,  or  the  treaiment 
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of  specific  qnestions  of  Morals,  snob 
as  Milifcary  Service,  War  and  itsLaws, 
Pleading  in  Law  for  Fees — though, 
when  these  svibjects  admit  maoh 
debate,  it  might  be  more  satisfactory 
to  discnss  them  in  pnblic  meeting, 
with  leave  to  speak  on  both  sides. 
Another  form  of  Lecture  is,  continu- 
ous erposition  of  sacred  books,  and 
other  parts  of  what  is  called  TTteo- 
logieaZ  Science,  which,  if  expounded 
in  the  pulpit,  are  too  argumentative 
to  harmonise  with  acts  of  devotion. 
Minds  unequal  to  receive  such  Lec- 
tures would  depart  with  the  children 
before  they  began.  This  is  but  an 
outline  of  the  developments  which 
might  make  the  Sunday  less  formal 
and  more  beneficial,  the  ministry 
more  fruitful  and  more  honoured. 

Certain  Dissenting  Churches,  and 
probably  (if  I  were  well  enough  in- 
formed) some  ministers  of  Anglican 
Churches  also,  have  Lectures  and 
popular  Teachings  in  their  schools, 
where  questions  can  be  asked  by 
members  of  the  audience  ;  but,  as 
far  as  I  ever  heard,  on  week-days 
only.  They  do  not  take  advantage 
of  tiie  fact,  that  Sunday  is  the  special 
day  of  leisure  for  such  things,  and 
that  on  Sunday  the  people  are  already 
assembled.  In  the  suggestions  here 
made,  I  have  wished  not  to  go  be- 
yond that  which  an  educated  and 
reasonable  Puritan  might  approve. 
Philanthropic  action,  and  debate  con- 
cerning it,  must,  according  to  their 
strictest  views,  be  appropriate  to 
Sunday ;  so  is  an  eminently  simple 
meal,  promotive  of  kind  feeling  be- 
tween different  ranks.  The  conver- 
sation during  the  meal  would  be  in 
accordance  with  their  own  view  of 
what  Sunday  conversation  ought  to 
be  —  whether  more  strict,  or  less. 
The  topics  of  Lectures  here  named 
are  such  as  harmonise  with    the 


ecclesiastical  temperament  Puritani- 
cally limited.  Nevertheless,  I  see  not 
how  to  doubt,  that  the  increased 
learning  of  the  Dissenting  ministers 
through  Collegiate  instruction  can- 
not fail  to  open  their  eyes  to  the 
utter  fatuity  of  identifying  our  First 
Day  with  the  Sabbath.  The  Italian 
Language,  the  modem  Greek  and 
the  Arabic,  have  no  other  laord  to  de- 
note Saturday  but  simply  Sabbath.^ 
This  is,  in  all  three  nations,  an  un- 
deniably unbroken  tradition,  coming 
down  from  the  earliest  times,  and 
even  singly  is  enough  to  disprove 
the  arbitraiy  fiction — of  which  the 
first  Protestant  Reformers  had  never 
so  much  as  heard — that  Sunday  is 
the  Sabbath.  It  may  be  added,  that 
learned  Jews  emphatically  protest 
against  the  notion,  that  intellectual 
cultivation  was  ever  forbidden  on 
their  Sabbath. 

The  social  history  of  England 
more  and  more.manifests  the  deplor- 
able evils  which  have  arisen  from 
the  ever  declining  influence  of  reli- 
gion upon  the  action  of  the  State. 
Measures  of  legislation  or  of  exe- 
cution are  controlled  and  almost 
moulded  by  the  morality  prevailing 
among  political  men,  with  whom 
Ambition  and  Avarice  have  pre- 
dominant sway.  Under  every  con- 
stitutional government,  be  it  mon- 
archical or  republican.  Wealth  has 
enormous  power  not  only  by  direct 
influence  on  dependants,  but  by 
its  easy  command  of  tools  which  en- 
able it  to  blind  and  pervert  public 
opinion.  However  much  a  minister, 
or  even  a  whole  ministry,  may  de- 
sire to  act  for  moral  interests,  these 
are  almost  always  subordinated  to 
political  convenience  or  the  wishes 
of  rich  men.  There  is  no  one  to 
moroMse  the  action  of  the  State,  if 
the  Churches  neglect  it ;  hence  the 


'  So  in  Dehiqne'fl  Dictionrudre  grto  modeme  frangaia,  *  :Ufi$arWj  rb,  sahat.  Samodi* 
In  Kafflinirzki's  Arabic  Diet.,  *  Sabt — sabbat,  jour  de  repoB  des  Juifs ;  Samedi.'  Con- 
cisely in  Bocthor*8  Diet,  frcaiQCM-^rahe^  *  Samedi — el  sabt.'  In  Lownds's  Engl,  and 
^od,  Greek,  'Saturday,  ri  2d$^Tov.*  In  B&vettVa  Anglo-Italian,  'Saturday— -sabbato, 
nome  del  settimo  di  della  settimana.'  So  in  Spanish,  Sabado ;  in  Polish^  Sobota.  The 
AQSiian  Snbboma,  as  French  Samedi,  is  apparently  only  Sabato  in  disguise. 
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fonl  imparities,  rank  injustices, 
and  besotted  i^orances,  equal  to 
those  of  Paganism,  which  domineer 
among  ns.  They  never  could  have 
reached  such  a  height,  but  for  the 
moral  ruin  of  the  Church  which  the 
restoration  of  Charles  II.  caused. 
We  have  not  at  all  recovered  from 
that  deadly  mischief.  To  go  into 
the  matter  in  detail,  would  carry  me 
wide.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  while 
Calvin  and  perhaps  the  Puritans 
wanted  the  State,  in  its  care  for 
public   morality,  to   cripple    indi* 


vidual   freedom   too  muc^;   smi 
Charles  IL  the  State  has  beooi 
reckless,  and  seldom  takes 
sance  of  morality  at  all. 

Whether  the  Churches  can  eves 
recover  their  social  influence,  so  a4 
to  infuse  morality  into  a  State  do« 
minated  by  Mammon,  I  cannot  fore* 
see ;  but  obviously  it  is  very  much 
wanted;  and  no  possibility  of  it 
opens,  unless  they  will  reorganisa 
and  regenerate  Uieir  use  of  iho 
Sunday.  ' 

F.  W.  NsvniAK. 
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rEi  recent  decree  by  the  Protes- 
tant  head  of  the  Oennan  Em- 
pire for  the  expnlsion  of  the  Jesnits 
uom  its  territories  is  merely  an 
appendix  to  the  historical  records 
of  similar  policy  adopted  at  various 
times,  but  in  regnlar  succession,  by 
all  the  Boman  Catholic  nations  of 
Europe.     The  zeal,  the  discipline, 
and  the  devotion  of  this  celebrated 
religioTis    order,  which    has    been 
accused  of  mingling  too  often  in 
political  and  revolntionaryintrignes, 
had  early  acquired  for   its  mem- 
bers the  distinctive  appellation  of 
being  '  The  Janissaries  of  the  Pope.' 
While  anathemas  have  been  openly 
hurled   firom  the  Vatican   against 
princes  and  potentates,   the  asso- 
ciates of  that  body,  muffled  in  the 
doak  of  zeal  for  their  church,  are 
believed  to  have  been  frequently  the 
missionaries  of  sedition,  when  its 
aim  was  to  stab  the  liberties  of  men, 
or  disturb  the  repose  of   States. 
Being     stem     Infallibilists,     they 
would     seem     to     be     peculiarly 
&voTired    by    Pius    IX.,  and,  the 
Superiors  being  resident  in  Rome, 
they  are  supposed  to  have  obtained 
admission  into  his  cabinet  council. 
Apprehensive  that  the  unity  of  Italy 
may  be  secured  as  well  by  the  al- 
liance as  by  the  consolidation  of  the 
G^erznan  Empire,  and  feeling  that 
the  Church  has  ceased  to  be  su- 
preme, even  in  that  city,  the  fo- 
menters  of  a  religious  war  threaten 
a    formidable    organisation..     The 
avowed    object  is  to  restore    the 
temporal  power  of  the  Pope,  as  we 
trust  and  believe  a  forlorn  hope, 
but     the    inevitable    consequence 
would  be  the  annihilation  of  Italian 
independence.    The   Ultramontane 
antagonism  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy  and  priesthood  in   Ger- 
many is  also  a  concerted  movement 
to  dislocate  if  possible  that  union  of 
States  which    the    sympathies    of 
language  and  of  race  would  speedily 
cement.    In  politico*religious  con- 


tests against  nations  ambitious  of 
peaceful  unity,  the  warriors  of  the 
Faith  seem,  as  usual,  disposed  to 
rally  under  the  spiritual  direction 
of  the  Jesuits.  The  policy  of  the 
GJerman  Chancellor  is  merely  pro- 
tective ;  his  determination  is  to 
resist  any  aggressive  attempts 
against  a  power  which  the  Pope 
has  already  denounced  as*  the  Euro- 
pean Colossus.  That  great  minis- 
ter, while  rejecting  all  pretensions 
to  religious  supremacy,  is  willing 
to  concede  to  the  priesthood  their 
rights  as  German  citizens.  We  may 
therefore  assume  that  any  measures 
which  he  may  be  compelled  to 
adopt,  apparently  opposed  to  the 
spirit  of  toleration,  must  be  dictated 
by  imperious  necessity,  and  by  a 
high  sense  of  duty  to  tiie  sovereign 
and  his  subjects.  Even  his  edict 
for  the  banishment  of  the  Jesuits 
has  been  marked  by  moderation, 
for  while  Protestant  Prussia  al- 
lowed three  months  for  their  ex- 
patriation, it  has  been  publicly 
stated  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  which  has 
been  emphatically  distinguished  as 
the  '  Grerman  State  of  the  Church,' 
deemed  three  days  amply  sufficient 
for  their  final  departure. 

The  founder  of  the  Order,  Ig- 
natius Loyola,  a  native  of  the  Bis- 
caen  Province  of  Navarre,  after- 
wards annexed  to  Spain,  had  early 
predicted  that  his  followers  would 
yet  become  the  Pretorian  Guards 
of  the  Roman  Church.  Although 
his  original  success  was  due  mainly 
to  his  enthusiasm,  he  was  not 
deficient  in  the  cool  and  calculating 
qualities  of  a  politician.  The  depth 
of  his  conceptions  was  manifested 
in  the  organisation  of  the  numbers 
who  embraced  his  tenets,  and  his 
sagacity  was  shown  in  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  German  College  at 
Rome  for  the  education  of  mission- 
aries of  that  race,  who  were  after- 
wards deputed  to  eradicate  from 
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their  native  soil  the  doctrines  of 
the  Beformation.  This  device  was 
imitated  with  respect  to  England, 
by  planting  similar  seminaries  in 
Continental  cities  within  easy  reach 
of  our  shores.  The  founder  had 
from  the  outset  determined  that  the 
goyemment  of  the  Order  should  be 
monarchical,  and  he  was  of  course 
elected  by  his  associates  their  first 
General,  that  being  the  term  ap- 
plied to  their  Superior,  who  is 
chosen  for  life,  and  cannot  be  de- 
posed,  except  for  high  crimes 
against  its  constitutions. 

The  fame  of  Loyola  even  attracted 
female  devotees,  and  he  was  induced 
by  their  persuasions  to  admit  Isabel 
Itozella,  a  noble  Spanish  widow, 
with  whom  he  had  <Mice  been  a 
favourite,  and  two  Boman  ladies 
within  his  rules ;  but  he  soon  te« 
pented  of  his  pious  gallantry,  and 
declared  that  the  government  of  the 
three  sisters  was  more  troublesome 
to  him  than  that  of  the  whole 
Society.  Having  gotten  rid  of  his 
charge,  he  obtained  the  Pope's 
Apostolic  letter  exempting  the 
Jesuits  from  all  future  combination 
with  the  fair  sex,  whether  singly 
or  in  association,  a  privilege  to 
which  it  would  seem  that  his  fol- 
lowers have  since  rigidly  f^hered. 

The  Oixler  of  the  Jesuits  invites 
our  attention  in  three  distinct  as- 
pects — religions,  educational,  and 
political.  The  great  Chatter  of 
Jesuitism,  which  is  impressed  with 
the  name  *  Monita  Secreta^^  or  the 
Secret  Instructions,  is  believed  to 
have  been  revised  by  the  founder,  amd 
forms  an  Encyclopedia  of  precepts, 
inculcatiug  in  every  shape  title 
doctrine  of  *  right  divine  to  govern 
wrong. '  The  existence  of  this  code 
has  been  doubted  and  denied,  but 
its  recent  publication  in  Paris  by 
Charles  Sauveme,  author  of  Lei 
Congregations  Beligieuaee,  places 
its  authenticity  beyond  question. 
In  preserving  its  secrecy  the  Order 
has  imitated  the  priests  of  ancient 
Egypt,  who  buried  in  the  ground 
under    their   altars   the    doctrines 


they  reserved  to  themselves  to  ffoide 
the  people ;  while  the  Church  re- 
poses on  the  double  principles  of 
authority  and  universality.  The 
aim  of  Jesuitism  has  ever  been  the 
religious  government  of  ihe  worid; 
and  its  guiding  prinisiple^  that  bat 
one  religion  most  be  tolerated  on 
earth.  To  enoonrage  their  increase 
the  members  are  diTided  into  six 
classes,  the  ProbationoEy  or  Jesaits 
Proper,  the  Spiritual  Coadjutors,  the 
Approved  Scholars,  the  Lay  Bro- 
thers or  Temporal  Ooadjutm,  ilie 
Novioe8,and  those  that  are  affiHaied, 
c^  JeiEHlits  of  the  short  robe.  The 
leading  educd;tionaI  policy  of  these 
new  preceptors  of  mankind  was  to 
acquire^tbe  reputatioiL  of  being  the 
most  learBfid  body  in  Christendom; 
and  by  inspiring  an  ahnost  ezdnBiTe 
tacrte  fot*  tiie  -  clnfisie  authors  of 
antiquity,  they  )K>ught  to  damp  the 
mental  eilergiefll,  and  to  stifle  ftU 
desire  of  enquiring  into  matim 
either  controversial  or  philosophic. 
By  rigidly  enfbreisig  the  vow  df  sob- 
missive  obedience,  they  have  nece»- 
-saarUy  restricted  i^e  sphere  of  intel* 
leetiial  iuM|uifements ;  and  they  hftve 
invaijaUy  etideavoured  to  model 
science  so  as  to  suit  the  intere^  of 
their  creedi  By  devoting  more 
time  than  any  other  foraboh  of 
the  priesthood  to  their  own  pecdisr 
studies,  they  acquired  more  insmn- 
ating  polish  in  tiieir  manners;  'while 
the  casuistry  of  their  schools  is- 
stmcted  them  in  the  so^^ustioal  ar^ 
of  dissimulatiotL  Their  ecolesiasti- 
oal  discipline  prescribing  obe^ence 
on  the  part  of  every  meinber  as 
passive  as  if  he  were  a  corpse,  sadc- 
cloth  and  ashes  were* selected  as  the 
gloomy  &8hiona  of  the  order.  Their 
educaticmal  as  well-as  iteir  rdigioos 
qrstem  was  ingeniously  devised  to 
znake  Jesuits,  Imt  not  men,  in  the 
more  extensive  acceptation  of  the 
tertn.  In  their  political  eonceptioDS 
they  attribute  to  t^e  Court  of  Borne 
a  dominion  as  extensive  and  as 
arbitrary  as  was  ever  daimed,  eresk 
in  the  dark  ages,  by  the  most  as- 
dacious  Pontiffs. 
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The  first  Jesuit  mission  into 
Germany,  composed  of  Spaniards, 
Italians,  and  Netherlanders,  dates 
from  the  year  1550,  when  they 
settled  at  Cologne,  and  thence  spread 
over  the  districts  adjacent  to  the 
Rhine.  From  the  period  of  the 
Befonnation  the  Popes  had  ruled 
more  by  address  than  by  atcthority, 
and  they  soon  perceived  that  the 
most  efficient  weapons  of  aggpression 
aod  defence  were  to  be  fonnd  in  the 
arnxonry  of  the  Order.  The  beatifi- 
cation, as  it  is  termed,  and  the  sub- 
sequent canonisation  of  Loyola  as 
Saint  Ignatius  by  two  successive 
Popes,  presenting  fresh  atia^actions 
to  "wavering  J&knatics,  speedily  re* 
crxdted  their  ranks.  Conscious  that 
the  great  religious  reyolution  had 
made  most  progress  among  the 
Teutonic  races,  theip  enthusiastio 
ardour  pushed  their  missions  be* 
yond  the  Rhenish  Principalities  into 
Bavaria,  and  other  States.  The 
influence  they  there  acquired,  after 
a  time  became  so  perceptible,  that 
the  Papal  Nuncio  announced  to 
his  Court  they  had  won  many  souls 
and  done  great  service  to  the  Eoman 
See.  Some  of  their  members  even 
obtained  chairs  in  the  Bavarian 
Universities,  and  the  first  efiective 
anid'Protestant  impression  made 
upon  the  Lutheran  nations  may  be 
traced  to  their  presence  and  tiieir 
preaching.  .  There  is  no  precedent 
in  the  history  of  reactions  for  the 
rapidity  of  their  progress ;  the  in- 
habitants formerly  aUaohed  to  the 
Bomish  £Edth  who  had  yielded  to 
the  earl^  Beformers,  were  re-con- 
verted mto  Catholics.  To  that 
period  may  be  traced  a  counter  Be- 
formation,  in  which  States  where 
the  Gospel  light  had  earliest  beamed 
again  relapsed  into  mediaeval  dark- 
ness. Frequent  vicissitudes  of  fate 
are  to  be  found  in  the  early  Jesuit 
annals.  Even  the  Emperor  Charles 
v.,  a  bigoted  Boman  Catholic,  who 
abdicated  all  his  crowns  in  order  to 
pass  his  latter  days  within  the 
cloisters  of  a  monastery,  having 
become  jealous  and  alarmed  at  the 


political  influence  they  had  acquired 
and  exercised,  sanctioned  their  ba- 
nishment from  some  of  the  cities  of 
lus  vast  dominions.  The  series  of 
their  expuluons  commenced  in  the 
first  century  of  their  existeuoe ;  they 
were  driven  in  1 5  5  5  from  the  Spanish 
city  of  Zaragoza,  f rom  the  Italian 
Valteline  in  1566,  from  Vienna  in 
1568,  from  Avignon,  a  Papal  State, 
in  1570,  from  Antwerp  in  1578^ 
from  England  in  1579,  from  Bor- 
deaux  in  1589,  from  Holland  in 
1590,  and  from  France  in  1595- 
We  reserve  for  the  present  the 
category  of  their  expulsions  in  later 
times,  but  the  political  events  of 
1848,  which  expeUed  the  Order  from 
other  European  countries,  opened  a 
wide  field  of  action  in  several  of  the 
German  States.  In  their  strange 
alternations  of  fortune,  while  they 
were  permitted  to  settle  in  Protests 
ant  Prussia,  they  were  expressly 
excluded  from  the  Boman  Catholic 
Kingdom  of  Saxony,  by  the^  Consti- 
tution of  183 1  regulating  th^  Qe^ 
vemment  of  that  State. 

The  Order  first  settled  in  France 
^  i554»  ^^  *to  Abbey  of  Mont 
Martre,  originally  in  the  days  of  the 
Bomans  Mont  de  Mar^,  and  after- 
wards Mont  des  Martyrs,  where 
Loyola  had  for  a  time  pursued  his 
scholastic  studies.  On  their  ap- 
pearancei,  the  Faculty  of  Theology 
at  Paris  publicly  denounced  their 
principles  as  calculated  to  wound 
the  honour  of  religious  life,  to  alter 
the  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  and 
to  encourage  schisms  and  even 
apostasy.  Contemporary  historians 
have  asserted  that  members  of  the 
Order  were  implicated  in  many  of 
the  bloody  scenes  cf  the  League,  but 
as  our  notice  is  at  present  confined 
to  their  expulsions  from  Boman 
Catholic  States,  we  proceed  to  the 
event  for  which  they  were  first  ex- 
pelle4  from  the  soil  of  France.  After 
the  conversion  of  Henry  of  Navarre 
had  enabled  him  to  ascend  the 
throne,  the  two  successive  attempts 
of  Pierre  Barriere  and  Jean  Ch&tel, 
who  were   alleged  to    have 
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both  incited  by  the  regicide  doc- 
trines attributed  to  the  Jesuits, 
created  vast  indignation  against  the 
Order.  Ch&tel  had  been  nnqnestion- 
ablj  educated  at  their  great  semi- 
nary, and  on  the  failnre  of  the 
attempt  so  popular  was  the  King, 
that  the  multitude  proceeded  with 
menacing  cries  to  their  college  in 
the  Bue  St.  Jaques,  and  there 
would  have  been  a  general  massacre 
of  the  members  if  the  King  and  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  had  not  inter- 
vened by  force.  The  Jesuits  Gtd- 
guard  and  Gu6ret  were  arrested,  and 
subjected  to  torture  in  the  hope  of 
fixing  them  as  accomplices  in  the 
crime.  Guignard,  who  was  Regent 
of  the  College,  was  afterwards  con- 
victed of  having  written  several 
seditious  libels  to  prove  that  it  was 
lawful  to  kill  the  King.  The  Par- 
liament of  Paris,  on  the  7th  of 
January,  1595,  decreed  that  he 
should  be  strangled  in  the  Place  de 
(Jreve,  and  his  body  consumed  to 
ashes,  a  sentence  which  was  carried 
into  execution  on  the  same  day.^ 
The  decree  then  ordered  that  ^e 
priests  and  scholars  of  the  College 
of  Clermont,  and  all  others  calling 
themselves  members  of  the  Society, 
as  corrupters  of  youth,  disturbers  of 
public  peace,  and  enemies  of  the 
King  and  the  State,  should,  within 
three  dayB  after  notice  of  the  decree, 
quit  Paris  and  all  other  towns  and 
places  where  they  had  colleges,  and 
within  fift^een  days  after  leave  the 
kingdom,  on  pain,  if  found  after  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  of  being 
punished  as  criminals  guilty  of  high 
treason.  Their  goods,  movable  as 
well  as  immovable,  were  declared 
forfeited,  and  to  be  devoted  to 
<;haritable  purposes.  All  subjects  of 
the  kingdom  were  forbidden  to  send 
their  sons  to  Jesuit  colleges  out  of 
the  kingdom  to  be  educated,  also 
under  pain  of  high  treason.'  Henry 
rV.,  when  afterwards  receiving  the 


congratulations  of  the  Parliament, 
declared  with  peculiar  emphasis, 
'  Je  suis  Catholique,  Boi  Oatholiqoe, 
Catholique  Bomain,  non  Oatholiqne 
J6suite !  Je  connais  des  Catholiques 
J^suites;  je  ne  suis  pas  de  rhnmeur 
de  ces  gens-la,  ni  deleurs  semblables.' 
In  the  true  spirit  of  that  toleration 
which  dictated  to  that  sovereign  the 
Edict  of  Nantes,  the  banished  Order 
was  permitted  to  return  in  1603. 

That  edict,  declaring  anmesiy  for 
the  past  and  religious  ft-eedom  for 
the  future,  was  £ctated  by  noUe 
and  generous  sentiments ;  but,  as  it 
proposed  to  equalise  all  creeds,  it 
was  opposed  to  their  principles  and 
hateftd  in  the  eyes  of  the  Jesuits. 
The  hero  of  Ivry  would  seem  to 
have  had  a  strong  presentimeDt  of 
his  impending  fate ;  and  a  vague 
rumour  that  he  contemplated  a  war 
against  the  Catholics,  and  to  depose 
the  Pope,  re-animated  the  &naticism 
of  the  former  members  of  the  Leaeue. 
He  was  also  destined  to  fall  m  a 
public  street  in  Paris  by  the  dagger 
of  a  religious  visionary,  Fraii9ois 
Bavaillao,  who  had  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  be  received  as  a  Jesuit 
lay  brother,  but  who  to  the  last 
denied  that  he  had  any  instigator 
or  associate.  Henry  of  Bourbon  is 
the  most  popular  name  in  the  long 
line  of  French  kings,  and  the  Wow 
of  this  &natic  sfisassin  deranged  for 
years  the  destinies  of  France.  The 
College  of  the  Sorbonne  immediately 
after  the  event  renewed  their  decree 
condemnatory  of  the  treatise  by  the 
Jesuit  Mariana,  De  Eege  et  Begis 
InstUuHoney  which  had  defended 
the  assassination  of  Sovereigns. 
The  book  was  accordingly  aimed 
and  publidy  consigned  to  ihs 
flames. 

During  the  regency  of  the  royal 
widow,  Marie  de  M^^ds,  the 
Jesuits  would  seem  to  have  regained 
favour  with  the  Court,  and  the  wily 
Bichelieu,  probably  in  the  hope  of 


*  BUtaire  d$  la  (km^pagnudeJUu$,  par  T.  Critineau-Joly.  Paris,  1S44.  Yd.  L  p.  459* 

*  mtMrt  dea  JUuiUt,  par  TAbbA  ChiottAe.    Paria,  1858.    Vol  L  pp.  264.5. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


]873] 


I%e  JesuiiSy  and  their  Expuhion  from  Oermany, 


635 


tranqnillising  the  contending  fac- 
tions, or  with  the  view  of  extending 
his  own  political  influence,  selected 
a  father  of  the  Order  as  his  confes- 
sor. While  Ann  of  Austria  was 
regent,  the  Order  was  not  so  courted; 
llAzarin  kept  them  at  a  distance, 
luid  would  not  permit  them  to 
meddle  in  affairs  of  State.  On  the 
accession  of  Louis  XTV.  after 
his  long  minority,  they  became  the 
humble  flatterers  of  absolute  power 
and  received  as  their  rewaid  the 
royal  authority  to  confer  on  their 
College  at  Clermont  the  title  of '  Le 
College  de  Louis  le  Grand.'  Ma- 
dame de  Maintenon,  who  subse- 
quently became  the  married  mis- 
tress of  the  King,  granted  them  her 
protection,  and  in  1685  their  re- 
presentations obtained  from  bigoted 
in&tuation  the  fatal  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes.  That  hateful 
measure,  so  disastrous  in  its  conse- 
quences to  France,  has  been  always 
attributed  to  thePere  La  Chaise,  who 
had  become  the  Jesuit  confessor  of 
the  King,  and  had  afterwards  ar- 
ranged his  secret  marriage.  The 
result  of  that  revocation  was  to 
prohibit  to  the  Huguenots  not  only 
the  exercise  of  their  religion,  but  of 
every  branch  of  industry ;  the 
natural  authority  of  parentage  was 
disregarded :  children  were  taken  by 
force  from  their  Protestant  fathers, 
and  educated  by  the  members  of  an 
adverse  creed.  Certificates  of  mar- 
riage were  burnt  in  the  presence  of 
the  married  pair,  the  husband  was 
sent  to  the  galleys,  the  wife  into 
seclusion,  and  their  property  confis- 
cated. The  scenes  in  ijie  Cevennes 
were  frightful ;  apostasy  was 
preached  and  enforced  by  a  brutal 
and  unrestrained  soldiery ;  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  tram- 
pled down  by  dragoons,  whose 
licensed  atrocities  acquired  the 
name  of  the  dragonnades !  History 
has  not  solved  the  question,  whether 
the  Massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  or 
the  persecutions  of  Louis  XTV.  were 
the  greater  crimes,  but  the  latter 
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involved  in  misery  and  ruin  fivft 
times  as  many  victims  as  the  former. 
That  revocation  has  been  defended 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  merely 
retaliation  for  the  severities  prac- 
tised against  the  Catholics  in  Pro- 
testant States.  Lrespectiye  of  its 
cruelty,  no  state  of  cironmstanceB 
can  piJliate  the  impolicy  that,  re- 
versing the  mild  and  tolerant  prin- 
ciples of  Henr^  IV.,  banished  from 
the  soil  of  France  five  hundred 
thousand  of  the  best,  the  bravest,, 
and  the  most  enlightened  of  her 
people,  to  introdace  and  improve 
the  useful  arts,  increase  the  com- 
mercial wealth,  and  augment  th& 
military  strength  of  foreign  and 
hostile  nations. 

This  reign  was  remarkable  for 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  contro- 
versies, religious,  doctrinal,  social,^ 
and.  political,  between  parties  all 
professing  the  Boman  Catholic 
creed,  that  had  arisen  since  the 
Reformation.  The  Jansenists  as- 
sailed the  Jesuits,  among  other 
grounds,  for  the  gaudy  ornamenta- 
tion with  which  they  adorned  their 
churches  and  for  their  alleged  wor- 
ship of  images  and  pictures ;  while 
their  opponents  retorted  that  the 
simplicity  they  sought  to  introduce 
was  Calvinistic.  Irrespective  of 
its  religious  aspect,  the  contest  has 
acquired  historical  interest  from 
the  fate  of  the  once  famous  Conven- 
tual Institution  of  Port-RoyaJ,  and 
from  the  provincial  letters  of  the^ 
celebrated  Blaise  Pascal.  Although 
a  devoted  Romanist,  his  name  is 
associated  with  that  splendid  philo- 
sophical galaxy  which  followed  the^ 
path  opened  by  Galileo  to  the  tem- 
ple of  science.  As  one  of  the  as- 
sociated inmates  of  Port-Royal,^ 
he  became  its  champion  and  ar- 
raigned the  Jesuits  with  acrimonious 
accmsations,  in  which  playful  raillery 
was  intermingled  with  the  most 
stinging  irony.  His  hostility  to 
the  Order,  as  well  as  to  the  system, 
may  be  estimated  from  the  separate 
titles  of  some  of  the  letters,  which 
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m&j  perhaps  be  taken  as  an  index 
to  the  principles  he   condemned: 

*  DiffSrents  artifices  des  JSsuites  jpour 
eluder  Vautorite  de  VHvangUe^  des 
GondUes  et  des  Papes.*  *  De  la  fausse 
devotion  de  la  Vierge,  que  les  Jesuites 
ont  tntroduite,*  '  Diverses  facUitSs 
quHls  ont  inventees,'  *  Leurs  niaximes 
sur  V ambition^  Venvie,  la  goumuMU 
dise,  les  equivoques,  les  restrictions 
tnentales,*  and  ^  Les  maximes  eur 
Simmiie  et  sur  homicide^*  &c.  The 
scholasticism  of  the  Jesuit  defehces 
has  been  long  forgotten,  while  the 
letters  still  rank  among  the  Frenoh 
classics  of  the  period.  The  blow 
which  had  been  aimed  by  the  Jan- 
senists  at  the  heart  of  Jesuitism  was 
too  deadly  to  be  ever  forgiven,  and 
in  the  end  the  malignant  perse- 
verance of  the  Order  prevailed. 
Such  was  the  merciless  vengeance 
of  the  Jesuits,  their  patrons,  and 
their  partisans,  that  not  a  stone 
remained  upon  a  stone  to  mark  the 
spot  where  Port-Royal  once  stood. 

As  the  illusions  of  religious  zeal 
declined,  the  heroic  age  of  Jesuitism 
was  at  length  destined  to  pass 
away ;  and  the  last  century  will  be 
long  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
the  Order.  During  the  administra- 
tion of  the  mild  and  pacific  Fleury,  in 
theearly  years  of  the  reign  of  Louis 
XV.,  the  Jesuits  were  comparatively 
quiescent;  but  the  Cardinal  has 
thus  recorded  in  a  manuscript 
letter  his  estimate  of  the  members  : 

*  Ces  sont  d*excellents  valets,  mais 
de  mauvais  maitres.'  (They  are  ex- 
cellent servants,  but  bad  masters.) 
They  found  in  his  successor, 
Ohoiseul,  a  sterner  statesman,  who 
wrung  from  a  reluctant  sovereign 
the  Edict  of  November  1764,  which 
practically  suppressed  the  Order  in 
France.  By  its  decree  the  members 
were  not  permitted  to  sojourn  in  the 
country  unless  associated  with  the 
secular  clergy,  and  were  forbidden 
in  any  case  to  reside  within  a  less 
distance  than  six  leagues  from  Paris. 
Having  been  thus  reduced  to  the 
position  of  mere  citizens,  they  pre- 
yed exile,  and,  according  to  Mura- 


iori,  bent  their  steps  towards  Lop- 
i^ine.     They  attributed  that  edict 
to  the  secret  influence  of  Madame 
Pompadour,  the  mistress  of  the  King, 
although  she  did  not  survive  to  wit- 
ness   their     expulsion.      Choisenl 
owed  his  elevation  to  her  patronage, 
and,  as  they  allege,  she  was  incensed 
against  them  for  having  refused  the 
semblance  of  religious  sanction  to 
the  immoral  position  in  which  she 
lived.      It   was    their    boast    that 
when    banished    from    a    Boman 
Catholic  State  they  were  received 
with  open  arms  in  the  dominions  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  as  well  as  in 
those  of  Catherine  II.     Frederick, 
not  even  pretending  to  have  «nj 
religion  himself,  was  willing  equally 
to  patronise  the  priests  of  any  creed; 
but  even  he  required  the  Order  to 
abandon  its  constitution,  and  the 
members  to  become  teachers  imder 
the  name  of  The   Priests   of  the 
Royal  School  Institute.     He  after- 
wards,   in    conversation    with   the 
Prince  de  Ligne,  thus  explained  his 
policy :      *  As    my    brothers,    tiie 
Catholic  kings,  the  most  Christian, 
the  most  Faithful  and  Apostoiic, 
have  all  driven  thom  out,  I  that  am 
the  most  heretic  collect  as  many  as 
I  can!    I  keep  up  the  race.*    His 
fiivour  might  perhaps  be  traced  to 
political  motives,   for  he   and  the 
feussian    Empress    had  previously 
contemplated  and  were  then  nego- 
tiating the  treaty  for  the  partition 
of  Poland.      It  has  been  surmised 
that    they  hoped    to    find  in  tiie 
Jesuits  whom  they  befriended :  use- 
ful auxiliaries  in  reconciling   the 
Poles  by  their  persuasions  to  that 
atrocious     conspiracy    of    despots. 
After  the  restoration  of  the  Cfrder 
in  1814,  the  Jesuits  were  once  more 
welcomed  in  France  by  the  Bourbon 
dynasty,  which  was  itself  contem- 
poraneously restored ;  but  the  Revo- 
lution of  1830  again  proved  fatal  to 
their    prospects,   and    they   never 
received  any  peculiar  fiivour  from 
Louis  Philip  of  Orleans.    The  secret 
history  of  the  recent  war  has  not  as 
yet  revealed  to  us  how  fiur  religions 
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impalses  or  influences  might  have 
instigated  or  encouraged  a  policy 
which  in  its  consequences,  to  bor* 
row  a  remarkable  expression  of 
Talleyrand,  'avait  desoss6  la  France ' 
(has  disboned  France). 

The  era  which  comprises  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  in  England  was  one  of 
the  most  execrable  periods  in  mo- 
dem European  annals.  France  was 
distracted  by  civil  wars  under  the 
masks  of  rival  religions,  its  national- 
%  disgraced  by  the  massacre  of  its 
Haguenot  subjects,  and  its  loyaHy 
attaonted  by  the  assassination  of 
Hemy  III.,  its  Sovereign.  "While 
the  English  Queen  was  insulted 
with  invectives  from  the  Vatican, 
as  the  English  Jezebel,  Mary  Stuart 
was  in  secret  alliance  with  her 
cousins  the  Guises,  the  founders  of 
the  Holy  League,  with  the  English 
malcontents,  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
the  Pope.  The  Jesuits,  from  their 
Spanish  predilections,  were  the  most 
active  missionaries  of  sedition;  their 
pretext  was  the  extirpation  of 
heresy,  their  aim  the  life  of  the 
Queen,  and  their  text,  which  was 
adopted  as  a  proverb  by  their 
devotees,  that  *  the  end  justified  the 
means.'  Urged  by  their  repre- 
sentations, the  Spanish  Monarch 
had  procured  from  Simancas  the 
evidences  of  his  title  to  the  English 
crown  on  the  anticipated  foilure  of 
the  Stuart  line.  The  spirit  of  the 
Queen,  the  determination  of  her 
people,  the  wisdom  of  her  counsels, 
and  the  intrepidity  of  her  seamen, 
saved  England  from  being,  at  least 
for  a  time,  a  dependency  of  Spain. 
Can  we  feel  surprise  therefore  that 
Elizabeth,  surrounded  by  avowed 
and  secret  foes,  felt  alarm,  and  re- 
solved  to  enact  severe  laws  for  the 
protection  of  her  person  as  well  as  of 
herpower?  We  would  willingly  draw 
the  veil  of  oblivion  over  the  hideous 
scenes  which  are  recorded  in  our 
annals  as  attendant  on  the  cruel 
administration  of  those  laws,  in 
^es  when  the  rack  and  even  death 
8eemed  to  have  lost  their  terrors  for 


the  in&tuated  and  &natio  refugees. 
The  machinations  of  enemies,  foreign 
and  domestic,  forced  upon  England 
the  origin  of  that  penal  code,  which 
continued  with  modifications  and 
relaxations  down  to  the  present 
century,  when  repealed  in  1829  by 
the  measure  of  Roman  Catholic 
Emancipation,  The  illustrious  war- 
rior who  was  the  author  of  that 
repeal,  was  not  a  man  to  be 
affrighted  by  phantoms,  but  still, 
in  deference  to  our  national  tra- 
ditions, he  introduced  enactments 
by  which  Jesuits,  unless  natural 
bom  subjects,  were  forbidden  to  come 
into  the  kingdom  without  license ; 
and  the  Order  was  prohibited  frx>m 
assisting  in  the  adbnission  of  any 
person  into  their  body  under  pain 
of  banishment.  These  restrictions, 
in  the  tolerant  spirit  which  now 
prevails,  have  been  allowed  to  rest 
in  oblivious  disuse. 

The  Jesuits  were  ever  desirous  of 
extending  the  sphere  of  their  devo- 
tion beyond  the  mere  centres  of 
European  civilisation,  and  early 
pushed  their  missions  into  the  most 
remote  regions  of  the  East.  Their 
over-zeal  in  Japan  led  to  frequent 
massacres,  which  were  transmuted 
by  the  Papacy  into  martyrdoms, 
while  it  suspended  and  almost  ex- 
tinguished for  ages  all  commercial 
intercourse  between  that  jealous 
people  and  the  States  of  Europe. 
The  conquest  of  the  South  Ameri- 
can continent  by  Spain  encouraged 
extensive  Jesuit  missions  amongst 
the  docile  and  timid  natives  of  the 
Indian  race,  which  necessarily  in- 
troduced some  usages  of  civilisa- 
tion. They  succeeded  in  supplant* 
ing  a  debased  and  cruel  idolatry  by 
more  mild  and  more  attractive 
ceremonials,  but  the  achievement  of 
which  the  Jesuit  missionaries  ought 
to  be  most  proud  was  the  settlement 
they  founded  in  Paraguay.  They 
first  entered  these  fertile  regions 
about  the  year  1580,  and  the 
territory  on  which  they  settled 
was  the  rich  dislarict  lying  be- 
XX  a 
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tween  the  moontams  of  Potosi 
and  the  confines  of  the  river 
De  la  Plata.  Their  romantic 
success  in  establishing  a  Utopian 
Republic  may  have  been  ezagge- 
ratedy  but  we  have  the  authority  of 
Montesquieu  that  it  was  a  glorious 
institution,  being  the  first  that  eyer 
exhibited  in  these  countries  religion 
joined  with  humanity;  and  that,  by 
combining  those  principles  with 
sentiments  of  honour,  sought  to 
repair  the  devajBtations  of  the 
Spaniards.'  As  colonists  the  Jesuits 
exhibited  theirjealousies,  for  in  1690 
they  obtained  an  arbitrary  mandate 
prohibiting  other  Spaniards  from 
entering  the  territory  without  their 
permission.  They  were  thus  enabled 
to  establish  an  independent  theo- 
cratic Government,  but  their  efforts 
to  semi-evangelise  the  natives  ex- 
cited jealousies  in  the  governors 
of  neighbouring  provinces.  Spain 
had  ceded  a  portion  of  her  territory 
to  Portuguese  Brazil ;  and  it  was  in- 
tended to  transfer  the  Jesuits  with 
the  soil,  but  they  refused  to  be 
treated  as  serfs  or  slaves.  They 
were  then  charged  with  instigating 
the  Indian  races  to  revolt  against 
the  treaty  of  Cession,  and  the  revolt 
was  followed  in  1 767  by  their  expul- 
sion. That  expulsion  was  directed 
by  Boman  Catholic  authorities  and 
enforced  by  Roman  Catholic  officials, 
but,  according  to  the  details  which 
have  reached  us,  it  was  attended 
with  circumstances  not  only  cruel 
but  even  sacrilegious. 

The  ultimate  fate  of  the  Order, 
terminating  in  its  temporary  fall, 
arose  from  the  avowed  hostility 
of  the  two  Boman  Catholic  nations 
of  Europe  most  blindly  devoted  to 
the  Church  of  Rome.  No  soil  was 
so  congenial  for  a  Jesuit  settle- 
ment as  Portugal,  which  resembled 
a  vast  monastery  rather  than  a 
kingdom.  Jesuitism  had  been  in- 
troduced as  early  as  1 540  by  Francis 
Xavier,  a  name  in  its  annals  second 
only  to  that  of  its  founder.     Being 


also  a  native  of  Navarre,  he  was  one 
of  the  original  associates  of  Loyola. 
He  aspired  to  render  his  spiritual 
progrress    co-extensive     with    the 
maritime  discoveries  of  the  great 
Portuguese    navigator    Yasco    de 
Gama,   and,  having  acquired   the 
title  of  *  The  Apostle  of  the  Indias,' 
was  also  canonised.     That  country 
had  been  thrown  into  the  depths  oi 
distraction    and    distress    by   the 
frightful  earthquake  of  1755,  at  Lis- 
bon, in  which  it  was  said  that  50,000 
of  the  inhabitants    had  perished, 
A  conspiracy,  known  in  Portuguese 
history  as  the  Tamoras  conspiracy, 
was  detected  by  the  failure  of  aa 
attempt  in  September  1758,  by  a 
mounted  party  armed  with   mns- 
quetoons,  to  shoot  the  King.    The 
minister,   Sebastian    de  Carralho, 
afterwards     created    Marquis    of 
Pombal,  had  obtained  from  Bene- 
dict XrV.  a  brief  for  the  reform  of 
abuses    in    the    Jesuit  discipline^ 
which  aroused  their  hostility.    Car- 
valho  was  supported  in  his  design 
by  Cardinal  Saldanha,  Patriarch  of 
Portugal,  who  was  appointed  by 
the  Pope  visitor   and  reformer  of 
the  Jesuits.    The  brief  of  the  Pope 
ordained  that  the  Order  should  be  re- 
modelled, so  far  as  regarded  its  rela- 
tions with  the  bishops  and  the  State. 
The  Cardinal  Patriiurch  was  charged 
with  this  reform,  which  the  Jesoits 
resisted,   insisting    that    it  would 
render  the  Patriarch  in  effect  the 
Pope  of  Portugal.     Suspicions  of 
having    been    implicatea    in  the 
conspiracy  against  the  life  of  the 
King    fell   on   some    members  of 
the    Order,    who    were    arrested 
and    imprisoned    in    the    Fort  of 
Junquiera,  where  torture  was  re- 
sorted to  in  order  to  extort  con- 
fessions.    The  Jesuit  writers  assert 
that  several  of  those  prisoners  died 
miserably  in  the  dungeons  of  Pom- 
baL     Ghkbriel  Malagrida,  an  Italian 
Jesuit,  who  had  been  the  confessor 
of  some  of  the  guilty  conmpiraton, 
was    brought  to   trial  before  the 


*  LEaprit  de$  Lais,  c.  6. 
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Sovereign  Court  in  the  capital,  and, 
it  appearing  that  he  had  in  various 
letters  prophesied  the  death  of  the 
Sovereign,  he  was  condemned.  His 
execution  was,  however,  suspended 
in  consequence  of  the  immunitj 
which  ecclesiastics  then  claimed 
from  the  sentences  of  civil  courts, 
and  his  case  was  remitted  to  the 
Inquisition,  a  tribunal  which  had 
been  previously  favoured  and  extolled 
by  his  Order.  He  was  again  con- 
demned by  that  tribunal,  composed 
exclusively  of  ecclesiastics,  but,  as 
the  Jesuits  alleged,  of  their  deadly 
enemies  the  Dominicans,  on  a  pre- 
tended charge  of  heresy ;  and,  having 
been  first  strangled,  his  body  was 
publicly  burned  in  the  Square  de 
Kosico  at  Lisbon.  Besides  their 
resistance  to  the  proposed  religious 
reform,  there  was  a  political  accu- 
sation against  them — that  they  pre- 
tended to  universal  dominion, 
sought  to  establish  in  the  territory  of 
Brazil  under  the  Portuguese  Crown 
the  same  power  which  they  had 
exercised  in  Paraguay,  and  to  sub- 
stitute an  ecclesiastical  democracy 
for  the  royal  authority.  These 
several  causes  combined  led  to  the 
decree  of  the  3rd  of  September,  1759, 
which  directed  the  summary  ex- 
pulsion of  the  Jesuits  from  all  the 
territories  subject  to  the  House  of 
Braganza.  Under  that  decree, 
which  declared  them  traitors  and 
rebels  as  well  as  confiscating  all 
their  property,  the  members  of  the 
Order  to  the  number  of  600  were 
expelled  from  the  kingdom.  Some 
of  the  Jesuits  having  refused  to  obey 
the  decree,  the  bold  and  powerful 
minister  caused  them  to  be  seized 
by  the  soldiery,  to  be  embarked  by 
force  in  ships,  and  transported  to 
the  States  of  the  Church.  Clement 
XIII.  having  complained  of  the 
sacrilege,  Pombal,  in  1760,  caused 
the  Papal  Nuncio  to  be  conducted 
to  the  frontier.  A  rupture  appeared 
imminent  between  one  of  the  most 


bigoted  of  the  Roman  Catholic* 
States  and  the  head  of  the  Church, 
when  the  Pope  died.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Granganelli,  who,  as 
Clement  XIV.,  restored  harmony 
between  the  Roman  See  And  the 
Portuguese  Crown. 

The  example  of  this  expulsion  was 
speedily  followed  by  Spain.  All  the 
Jesuits  in  that  country,  amounting 
to  6,000  were  secretly  seized  on  the 
same  day  throughout  all  the  pro- 
vinces. The  Jesuit  authors  attri- 
bute this  arbitrary  measure  to  the 
Count  d'Aranda,  President  of  the 
Council  of  Castile,  and  allege  that 
it  was  caused  by  the  influence 
which  the  Society  had  by  their 
religious  teaching  legitimately  ac- 
quired over  the  minds  of  the  people. 
The  Spanish  authorities,  on  the 
other  hand,  asserted  that  treason- 
able papers  had  been  discovered  in 
one  of  their  colleges,  declaring  that 
the  King  was  illegitimate,  and  not 
the  rightful  heir  to  th e  throne.  The 
order  for  their  expulsion,  signed  by 
his  hand,  was  addressed  under  seals 
impressed  with  the  royal  arms  to 
the  Governors  of  Provinces  and 
Captaias-General,  with  directions 
not  to  be  opened  until  the  appointed 
day,  on  pain  of  death.  So  peremp- 
tory were  its  terms  that  if  a  single 
Jesuit,  even  an  invalid,  should  be 
found  after  their  embarcation,  the 
official  charged  should  answer  for  it 
with  his  head.*  Having  been  simul- 
taneously seized  and  embarked,  to 
the  number  of  6,000,  in  wretched 
ships,  they  were  insultingly  trans- 
ported to  the  Papal  shores,  with 
this  intimation,  that  as  they  were 
so  obedient  to  the  Pope  they  should 
become  his  own  subjects.  The 
French  ambassador  represented  to 
his  Court  that  the  vessels  in  which 
they  were  crowded  resembled  slave 
ships,  and  Clement  XTIL,  indig- 
nant at  the  outrage,  issued  orders  to 
warn  off  the  Spaniards  and  to  turn 
the  guns  of  Civita  Vecchia  against 


*  Vigliae  pendant  le$  quatre  demiers  BUcles,  par  M.  Capefigue.    Paris,  1858.  VoL  IIL 
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them.  The  Pope  was  naturally 
irritated  at  his  States  being  con- 
verted into  a  prison  for  such  re- 
ligious orders  as  it  should  please 
Roman  Catholic  nations  to  banish 
from  their  homes,  on  the  allegation 
that  their  presence  was  dangerous 
to  public  order.  The  French  then 
occupied  the  maritime  coast  of 
Corsica,  where  the  patriot  Paoli 
had  raised  the  cry  of  independence. 
The  ports  were  neutral,  and  permis- 
sion haying  been  given  to  the  pro- 
scribed, they  entered  the  harbour 
of  Ajaccio,  a  city  which  was  almost 
contemporaneously  the  birthplace  of 
Napoleon  I.,  where  they  slept  for 
a  time  on  the  rock  of  San  Boni- 
facio under  such  shelter  as  they 
could  procure.  Driven  as  outlaws 
from  their  homes,  abandoned,  and 
denied  an  asylum  even  by  their 
natural  protector,  they  were  loud  in 
their  clamours  against  the  head  of 
their  Church.  The  Republic  of 
Genoa  having  subsequently  ceded 
the  island  to  France,  the  first  care 
of  Choiseul  was  to  direct  their  im- 
mediate expulsion.  Again  expelled, 
they  turned  towards  the  Genoese 
coast;  they  next  presented  them- 
selves at  Bologna ;  and  ultimately 
settling  at  Ferrara,  which  had  once 
been  the  asylum  of  Calvin  and 
other  Reformers,  they  mingled  with 
the  different  clerical  orders,  and 
spread  over  Italy.*  In  contrasting 
the  severities  thus  practised  by  Ultra- 
Roman  Catholic  States  against  the 
Jesuits  with  the  mild  but  firm  pro- 
cedure of  the  German  Chancellor, 
the  most  zealous  of  their  devotees 
cannot  evade  the  admission  that  the 
governments  of  those  States  must 
have  been  most  grievously  provoked 
and  incensed. 

The  events  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal immediately  forced  the  adop- 
tion of  similar  policy  on  other 
Roman  Catholic  States,  and  the 
Jesuits  were  summarily  expelled 
from  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  and  the  Duchy  of  Parma. 


In  the  beginning  of  1769,  the  am- 
bassadors from  the  Bourbon  Courts 
of  France,  Spain,  and  Kaples,  ap- 
peared at  Rome,  jointly  to  demand 
from  Clement  XIII.  the  final  aboli- 
tion of  the  Order.     The  humilia- 
tion which  awaited  the  Pope  was 
beyond    his    endurance ;    he    was 
seized    with    convulsions,    during 
which  he   expired.      The   attitude 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Courts  was 
so  threatening,  and  their  influence 
with  the  Conclave  so  powerful,  that 
Lorenzo  Ganganelli  was  selected  for 
the  triple  crown,  as  the  man  best 
suited  for  their  purposes.     Belong- 
ing to  the  Franciscans,  who  had 
ever  been  antagonistic  to  the  Jesuits, 
he    had   been   a    follower   of  the 
Augustinian  theology,  and  was  not 
altogether    free    from     Jansenism. 
The  Jesuits  even  went  so  far  as  to 
pray  publicly  in  their  churches  for 
the  conversion  of  the  Pope.    The 
pontificate   of   Clement  XIV.  has 
been  rendered  memorable  in  history 
by  the   Papal  decree  of  July  21, 
1773,  which  in  its  policy  adopted 
the  maxim  of  Lorenzo   Bicci,  the 
inflexible   General  of  the  Jesuits, 
Svnt  tit  suntf  aut  non  suyit — Let  us 
be   as   we  are,  or  let  us  not  be! 
That  decree  declared  that,  from  the 
very  origin  of  the   Order,  sorrow, 
jealousies,  and  dissensions  arose,  not 
only  among  its  own  members  but 
between  them  and  the  other  reli- 
gious   orders    and    their    colleges. 
After  further  declaring  that,  ui^ 
as  its  head  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
restore  the  harmony  of  the  Church, 
and    feeling    oonvinced    that  the 
Society  could  no  longer  subserve 
the  uses  for  which  it  was  created, 
and  on  other  grounds  of  prudence 
and  governmental  wisdom,  he  by 
his  decree  abolished  the  Order  of 
Jesuits,  its  offices,  houses,  and  in- 
stitutes.    He  felt  that,  politically, 
their  affiliations  had  entangled  him 
in  an  inextricable  net ;   in  break- 
ing from  his   early  religious  con- 
nections, he  seemed  to  consider  the 


•  Hutoire  de  la  Compagnie  de  Jisus,  par  T.  Ci^tinean-Joly.    Vol..  V.  pp.  306-7. 
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Order  as  a  warlike  institution,  nn- 
Bnited  to  a  state  of  peace,  and  lie 
aimed  by  his  energetic  act  at  the 
adaptation  of  Catholicism  to  the 
spirit  of  the  age.  The  other  reli- 
^ons  orders  at  Rome  were  jealous 
that  Jesuits  should  have  been  the 
confessors  of  Sovereigns  at  West- 
minster, Madrid,  Vienna,  Versailles, 
liisbon,  and  Naples.  The  influ- 
ences of  the  Dominicans,  the  Bene- 
dictines, and  the  Oratorians  were 
accordingly  exercised  for  their  sup- 
pi-ession.  The  Jesuits  had  enter- 
tained hopes  of  averting  their  doom 
through  the  fears  or  irresolution  of 
the  Pope,  and  they  attributed  to  him 
some  expressions  of  remorse— 
Compulsxis  feciy  comfulsus  fed,  seem- 
ing to  forget  that  if  the  expres- 
sions were  ever  used,  he  referred 
alone  to  the  compulsion  of  the 
Catholic  powers.  The  Papal  Bull 
Dommus  Bedemptor  noster  was  at 
first  resisted  by  the  Jesuits,  and 
their  General,  Lorenzo  Bicci,  was 
sent  to  the  Castle  of  St.  Angelo. 
Bemardine  Renzi,  a  female  Py- 
thoness, having  predicted  the  death 
of  the  Pope,  two  Jesuits,  Coltrano 
and  Venissa,  who  were  suspected 
of  having  instigated  her  prophe- 
cies, were  consigned  to  the  same 
prison.  All  that  follows  relating 
to  the  fate  of  G^nganelli  is  of  mere 
historic  interest;  his  end  is  shrouded 
in  mystery,  which  has  been  as 
yet,  and  is  likely  to  continue,  im- 
penetrable. According  to  the  re- 
velations of  Cardinal  de  Bemis, 
Gknganelli  was  himself  apprehen- 
sive of  dying  by  poison,  and  a 
sinister  rumour  respecting  a  cup  of 
chocolate  with  an  in^sion  of  Aqtta 
de  Tofana,  administered  by  a  pious 
attendant,  was  generally  prevalent 
throughout  Europe;  but  the  time 
has  long  since  past  for  an  inquest 
over  the  deathbed  of  Clement  XIV. 
The  Jesuit  Order  remained  in 
abeyance  for  a  period  of  forty-two 
years,  until  Pius  VII.  on  his  return 
to  Borne,  after  his  liberation  from 


the  captivity  he  endured  under 
Napoleon  I.  at  Fontainebleau,  issued 
his  brief  of  August  7,  1814,  solici- 
tudo  omnmwt,  by  which  he  authorised 
the  surviving  members  of  the  Order 
again  to  live  according  to  the  rules 
of  their  founder,  to  admit  novices, 
and  to  found  colleges.  With  sin- 
gular fatuity  the  Papal  Edict  for 
the  restoration  of  the  Jesuits,  con- 
tradicting its  own  title,  assigns  on 
the  face  of  the  document  as  the 
principal  reason  for  its  being  issued 
the  recommendation  contained  in 
the  gracious  despatch  of  August  1 1, 
1800,  received  from  Paul,  the  then 
reigning  Emperor  of  the  Bussias.^ 
We  have  the  histories  of  all  nations 
concurring  that  Paul  was  noto- 
riously mad,  and  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  that  gracious 
despatch  he  was  strangled  in 
his  palace  by  the  members  of 
his  own  Court,  as  the  only  pos- 
sible means,  as  they  conceived,  of 
rescuing  the  Empire  from  his  insane 
and  vicious  despotism.  In  return 
probably  for  the  successful  inter- 
cession of  Paul,  Thadeus  Brzo- 
zowski,  a  Pole  by  birth  but  a  Bussian 
subject,  was  elected  the  first  General 
of  the  restored  order.  We  find  a 
striking  comment  on  his  recommen- 
dation in  the  Imperial  Ukase  of  his 
successor,  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
by  which,  in  June  181 7,  he  banished 
the  Jesuits  from  all  his  dominions. 
Spain,  the  scene  of  their  former 
ignominious  treatment,  was,  under 
the  degraded  rule  of  tlie  Ferdinan- 
dian  dynasty,  the  first  country  to 
which  they  were  recalled  ;  but  they 
were  soon  again  expelled  by  the 
National  Cortes.  Our  limits  here 
confine  us  to  a  simple  categoiy  of 
their  subsequent  expulsions  from 
Boman  Catholic  States :  from 
France  in  1831,  from  Saxony  in  the 
same  year,  from  Portugal  again  in 
1834,  fr^™  Spain  again  in  1835, ' 
from  France  again  in  1845,  from  the 
whole  of  Switzerland,  including  the 
Boman  Catholic  Cantons,  in  1847, 
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and  in  1848  from  Bavaria  and  other 
German  States.  In  the  Bevolntion 
of  1848,  they  were  expelled  from 
every  Italian  State,  even  from  the 
territories  of  the  Pope ;  but  on  the 
counter  Revolution  they  returned, 
to  be  again  expelled  in  1859  from 
Lombardy,  Parma,  Modena  and  the 
Legations.  They  have  had  to  en- 
dure even  a  more  recent  vicissitude, 
for,  in  December  1871,  a  measure 
relating  to  the  vexed  question,  the 
Union  of  Church  and  State,  received 
the  sanction  of  the  National  Coun- 
cil (Bimdesratli)  of  Switzerland, 
by  which  the  Jesuits  were  prohibited 
from  settling  in  the  country,  from 
interfering  even  in  education,  or 
from  founding  or  re-establishing 
colleges  throughout  the  Federal 
territories.  They  have  thus  within 
a  recent  period  received  sentence 
of  banishment  from  almost  every 
Roman  Catholic  Government ;  but 
they  still  remain  in  Rome  to  concert 
with  the  Pope,  within  the  walls  of 
the  Vatican,  their  machinations 
against  the  peac^  and  liberties  of 
Italy. 

The  events  of  three  centuries  that 
are  past  have  been  thus  briefly  pre- 
sented to  our  view,  and  we  now 
proceed  to  describe  the  modern  re- 
appearance of  the  Jesuits  in  the 
British  Islands.  On  the  upheaving 
of  society  in  France  by  the  great 
revolution,  the  ancient  aristocracy, 
as  emigrants,  attended  by  the 
French  religious  orders,  found  a 
generous  reception  and  a  secui-e 
asylum  in  England.  The  members 
of  the  Order  after  its  suppression 
assumed  a  variety  of  names,  and 
those  who  first  settled  in  this 
'  country  called  themselves  Teres  de 
la  Foiy  or  Fathers  of  the  Faith,  but 
they  were  Jesuits  in  disguise.  The 
patron  under  whose  protection  they 
arrived  was  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Broglie,  which  ranked  high 
amongst  the  old  noblesse,  and  whose 
father,  a  Marshal  of  that  name,  had 
perished  in  1 794  by  the  guillotine. 


The  banished  refugees  located  them- 
selves in  JSlensington  House,  an 
antiquated  and  stately  building, 
nearly  opposite  the  avenue  leading 
to  the  Palace,  a  house  which 
had  in  former  days  been  the  resi- 
dence of  one  of  the  many  mis- 
tresses of  Charles  II.  The  mansion 
within  which  the  most  profligate  of 
our  Stuart  kings  had  been  fasci- 
nated by  the  voluptuous  blandish- 
ments of  the  Fi^nch  courtesan 
Louisa  Quenouaille,  whom  he  en- 
nobled as  Duchess  of  Portsmouth, 
thus  became  a  sanctuary  for  the 
pious  followers  of  Saint  I^atius. 
A  brilliant  essayist,  the  late  Kichard 
Lalor  Sheil,  who  had  been  a  pupil 
in  the  establishment,  has  bequeathed 
to  us  in  his  RecoUecUons  of  the 
Jesuits  some  striking  sketches  both 
of  the  men  and  of  the  manners 
of  the  Community.^  As  the  writer 
was  to  the  last  a  strict  adherent 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
he  cannot  be  suspected  of  having 
satirically  over-coloured  his  por- 
traits. The  Fathers  are  represent- 
ed by  him  as  having  re-assumed 
their  Continental  costume,  long 
robes  of  coarse  black  cloth  with  a 
cowl  thrown  over  the  head,  and  a 
girdle  of  strong  black  leather  round 
the  waist,  to  which  a  rosary  and  a 
crucifix  were  attached.  We  are 
assured  by  our  authority  that  there 
were  amongst  the  members  one  at 
least  who,  according  to  the  fashion 
of  the  foreign  cloister,  was  very 
sparing  of  his  ablutions,  probably 
deeming  '  uncleanUness  amongst 
the  incidents  attached  to  devotion.' 
We  select  four  of  the  individual 
portraits,  drawn  from  vivid  recollec- 
tions, in  which  the  high  finish  of  a 
master  is  apparent. 

'  Pire  Alnot '  was  at  the  head  of  a 
society  called  '  The  Sodality/  an  institution 
which  is  adopted  in  all  Jesuit  seminaries 
and  which  selects  the  Virgin  Mary  as  the 
object  of  its  veneration.  A  sentmte  cha- 
pel was  dedicated  to  her  by  the  P&re  Alnot, 
which  he  took  a  special  care  in  adorning. 
It  was  painted  with  green,  representing 
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heayeo,  and  wbm  Btndded  over  with  span- 
gles hj  way  of  stars.  I  always  looked 
upon  him  with  an  instinctive  aversion,  in 
wnich  I  was  confirmed  by  a  Genoese  Je- 
snit^  the  Pire  Molinari,  who  represented 
him  as  a  person  of  the  darkest  and  most 
evil  character.  *  Molinari '  was  the  only 
one  in  the  whole  school  who  knew  a  word 
of  Greek.  Though  entirely  free  ^m  the 
monkish  gloom  of  the  P^re  Alnot,  there 
was  a  large  infusion  of  fanaticism  in  his 
character.  He  believed  firmly  in  witch- 
craft, and  was  versed  in  all  the  mysteries 
of  demonology.  The  bodily  presence  of 
the  Devil  was  among  the  articles  of  his 
creed,  and  I  recollect  him  to  have  told  me 
stories  of  the  appearance  of  Lucifer  with 
foch  a  minute  specification  of  circumstance 
as  made  '  mv  fell  of  hair  to  stir  as  life 
were  in*t.'  Another  point  on  which  he 
was  a  little  weak  was  the  fBital  infiuence 
of  the  'Illumines'  in  Germany. 

I  have  heard  him  describe  the  mid- 
night orgies  of  the  Carman  philosophers, 
who,  according  to  him,  assembled  in 
chambers  covered  with  rich  scarlet  cloth, 
and  brilliant  with  infernal  lights  where, 
by  the  power  of  sorcery,  every  luxury 
was  collected,  and  where  men  devoted 
themselves  to  Satan  in  a  registry  kept  by 
the  secretary  of  the  Society,  where  every 
man's  name  was  enrolled  in  his  own  blood. 
He  was  exceedingly  mild  in  his  temper, 
but  had  frequent  recourse  to  punishment 
of  a  very  intense  sort  He  had  a  whip 
made  of  several  strong  cords  with  knots  at 
regular  intervals,  wiUi  which  he  used  to 
lash  the  hands  of  the  scholars  in  such  a 
way  as  to  make  the  blood  leap  from  them. 
He  had  a  very  extraordinary  method  of 
reconciling  the  devouter  students  to  his  tor- 
ture. He  sentenced  you  first  to  nine  lashes, 
and  then  ordered  you  to  hold  out  your 
hand.  '  Offer  it  up  to  God  and  His  saints,' 
he  would  say,  '  as  a  sacrifice.'  He  would 
then  select  you  nine  saints.  The  first 
blow  was  to  be  suffered  in  honour  of  St. 
Ignatius — '  Allons,  mon  enfant,  an  nom  du 
plus  grand  de  tous  les  saints,  saint  Ignace,' 
and  down  went  the  whip  from  a  vigorous 
and  muscular  arm.  *  Oh !  mon  fiieu ! ' 
cried  the  little  martyr,  withdrawing  his 
hand  after  the  first  operation.  '^lons, 
mon  enfant,  au  nom  de  saint  FraD9ois 
Xavier,'  and  he  infiicted  a  second  laceration 
on  the  culprit.  'Mais,  ;non  pire,  ayez 
pitie ;  jamais,  jamais  je  ne  ferai  des  soU- 
cismee.  Oh!  mon  pire,  jamais.'  The 
Jesuit  was  inexorable.  'Allons,  mon  en- 
fuit,  an  nom  de  saint  Louis  de  Gonzague,' 
and  thus  he  proceeded  till  he  had  gone 

throogh  his  calendar  of  infiiction 

The  person  who  next  to  Molinari  attracted 
my  attention  was  '  Le  P^re  Oaperon.'  He 
was  a  great  Oriental  scholar,  was  regarded 
as  a  master  of  the  Arabic  language,  and 


was,  I  believe,  as  profoundly  versed  in  the 
Koran  as  in  the  6^(^el.  He  believed  him- 
self to  be  occasionally  tempted  by  the  De- 
vil, in  a  more  direct  and  palpable  fashion 
than  Satan  is  apt  to  use.  This  con- 
viction made  him  frequently  an  object  of 
entertainment  with  us.  When  he  said 
Mass,  he  used  to  throw  himself  into  such 
strange  attitudes,  and  indulge  in  such 
extra-clerical  ejaculations,  that  the  French- 
men used  to  rejoice  whenever  he  adminis- 
tered to  their  devotions.  The  poor  man 
conceived  that  he  was  struggling  with  the 
demon  in  a  corporeal  wrestle,  and  cast 
himself  in  postures  corresponding  with  his 
grotesque  delusion.  Sometimes  he  used 
to  bid  the  fiend  begone  to  the  Red  Sea, 
and  at  other  times  used  to  stamp,  as  if  he 
had  got  the  head  of  Lucifer  under  his 
feet. 

After  the  transfer  of  the  establish- 
ment to  Stonyhnrst  in  Lancashire, 
we  are  thns  introduced  to  an  English 
Jesuit,  Father  Beeves : 

His  favourite  tenet  was  that  England 
was  the  dower  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and 
had  been  assigned  to  her  by  a  peculiar  gift 
from  Heaven.  Accordingly,  in  his  spiritual 
exhortations,  he  never  called  England  by 
any  other  name  than  Dos  Maurise.  .  .  . 
He  used  to  fall  into  paroxysms  of  pro- 
phesy in  the  pulpit,  when  he  announced 
that  England  would  be  speedily  converted, 
that  the  Virgin  would  be  restored  to  her 
rights,  and  that  she  would  be  reinstated  in 
the  plenitude  of  possession  in  'Dos  Marise.' 
.  .  .  '  The  Betreat '  is  a  period  of  annual 
seclusion,  which  lasts  about  seven  days, 
during  which  the  students  are  forbidden  to 
speak,  even  at  their  meals,  and  are  com- 
pelled to  expend  their  time  in  religious 
contemplation.  In  all  Jesuit  colleges,  some 
days  in  every  year  are  appropriated  to  the 
holy  sequestration  from  which  it  derives 
its  name.  To  persons  living  in  the  world, 
it  might  be  of  considerable  use  to  retire  for 
a  limited  period  from  its  pursuits,  but  I 
question  whether  it  does  school-boys  (who 
have  at  a  Jesuit  school  at  least  an  abund- 
ance of  daily  prayer)  any  very  substantial 
or  permanent  good.  However,  everything 
that  could  be  devised  in  the  way  of  ex- 
ternal form  was  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  impressions  to  the  observ.- 
ances  of  this  dismal  week.  Adjoining 
the  great  dormitory  there  was  a  large 
apartment  situated  immediately  between 
the  two  great  towers.  Here  a  small  altar, 
with  a  single  lamp  burning  upon  it,  was 
placed ;  all  other  light  was  excluded.  The 
students  assembled  in  this  spot  An  hour 
of  taciturn  meditation  was  first  ordained. 
This  was  followed  by  a  sermon.  Father 
Beeves  appeared  at  the  altar  in  the  robes 
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of  hif  Order ;  but,  both  in  the  selection  of 
his  subjects  and  in  the  manner  of  treating 
thenx,  inflicted  upon  us  a  tedium  which 
superseded  all  necessity  of  penance.  His 
favourite  topic  was  the  oTerthrow  of  the 
fallen  angels.  He  described  the  whole 
campaign  in  heaTen,  in  which  Lucifer  had 
been  worsted,  with  a  minuteness  of  celestial 
strate^  which  I  shall  not  cease  to  remem- 
ber.  His  favourite  text  was,  *  Quasi  ru- 
dentibus  detracti.'  The  pulling  down  of 
Satan  with  a  rope  from  heaven  was  the 
subject  of  many  and  many  a  description, 
which  in  elaborate  particularity  of  incident 
it  would  be  difficult  to  surpass. 

The  present  seat  of  British  Je- 
sxutism  woald  seem  to  be  the  mansion 
and  demesne  at  Stonyhurst,  pre- 
sented to  the  spiritual  commnnity 
hy  the  late  Thomas  Weld  of  Lul- 
worth  Castle,  who,  in  return,  was 
created  a  Cardinal  in  1820,  by  Pius 
Vlil.  Several  branches  of  this 
sacred  corporation  have  been  since 
established  in  other  quarters  of  the 
country,  and  a  sum  of  i6,oooZ.  being 
in  the  hands  of  the  last  Irish  Jesuit 
who  had  survived  the  abolition  of 
the  Order,  it  was  invested  in  the 
purchase  of  an  estate  in  Ireland,  and 
in  the  establishment  of  Clongowes. 
In  estimating  the  character  of  the 
Jesuit  Order  as  existing  in  England, 
the  eloquent  rhetorician  from  whom 
we  have  quoted,  and  who  may  be 
considered  both  an  admirer  and  an 
apologist,  declared :  '  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  discover  any  evil  to  society,  and 
much  more  surprised  io  hear  it 
suggested  thatanydangercan  accrue 
to  the  State,  from  the  extension  of 
a  body  which  is  far  more  a  literary 
than  a  political  confederacy  in  these 
countries.'  He,  however,  added  this 
candid  admission :  *  The  general 
policy  of  the  Order  may  have  been 
found  injurious  to  the  well-being  of 
States,  in  which  they  acquired  an 
illegitimate  ascendancy;  their  diplo- 
matists and  politicians  may  luive 
accommodated  their  morality  with 
too  ready  a  flexibility  to  the  inclina- 
tions of  kings  and  of  women ;  they 
may  have  placed  the  confessional  too 
near  the  cabinets  of  the  one  and  the 
boudoirs  of  the  other.'  We  have  also 
his  assurance  that  the  body  is  '  far 


more  a  literary  than  a  poliiacal  con- 
federacy in  this  country,  the  rule  of 
the  Order  being  that  a  Jesuit  shoold 
entertain  and  teach  no  political 
tenets  which  are  not  in  conformity 
with  the  institutions  under  which  he 
lives.'  Whatever pohtical  sentiment! 
they  may  secretly  impart  in  their 
religious  homilies,  it  is  but  justice 
to  avow  that  the  English  Jesuits 
would  seem  to  have  cautiously  s^ 
eluded  themselves  from  the  party 
conflicts  of  the  kingdom ;  but  tii 
Irish  branch  of  the  Order,  catching 
the  perilous  infection  which  ii 
endemic  in  that  island,  is  beginning 
to  disavow  and  disdain  the  prudent 
reserve  of  their  English  brethren. 

From  the  days  when  the  Popes, 
asserting  under  the  donation  of  Oon- 
stantine,  nowadmitted  even  by  P^ 
authorities  to  have  been  a  forgeiy, 
dominion  over  all  the  Islands  of  the 
West,   transferred   Ireland   to  tb 
British  Crown,  its  history  has  exem- 
plified  the  maxim  that  superstitian 
differs  from  every  other  descriptioH 
of   power,   being    most    implintlj 
obeyed  in  countries  most  remote  from 
its  seat.   The  Papaey  has  ever  been, 
and  still  continues  to  be,  most  ad- 
mired and  adored  where  its  govern- 
ment and  its  despotism  are  least  on- 
derstood.     All  the  later  wars  with 
England,  in  which  Ireland  was  in- 
variably destined  to  be  subdued,  were 
wars  of  religion  as  well  as  of  race. 
The  Jesuits  were  believed  to  haie 
been  early  bound  by  a  vow  of  devo- 
tion to  Spain,  so  that  even  Popes 
have  protested  against  the  selection 
of  their  General  fix)m  the  natives  of 
that  realm.   After  they  had  instagat- 
ed,  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  the  Spanish  invasion  of  thai 
island,  Jesuit  missionaries  tracked 
the  footsteps  of  Tyrone's  rebelfa 
against  Eliaabeth  ;  they  accompanied 
the  camp,  and   presided  over  the 
combinea  counsels  of  the  foreign 
invader  and  the  native  rebel.   In 
the  subsequent  war  for  the  rsBtora- 
tion  of  the  Stuart  dynasty,  James 
n.,  in  imitation  of  his  royal  pa<io» 
and  ally  of  France,  selected  f^ibfr 
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Petre,  a  Jesuit,  as  Hs  confessor. 
In  their  spiritual  commnnications 
the  ex-king  learned  that  lawless 
things  become  lawful  when  they 
tend  to  serve  religious  ends;  while, 
by  following  the  political  counsels 
of  his  spiritual  adviser,  James  for- 
feited for  himself  and  his  descendants 
for  ever  the  crowns  of  three  king- 
doms. Innocent  XI.  was  opposed 
to  the  aggressive  ambition  of  Louis 
XrV.  ;  and,  by  a  strange  reversal 
of  their  policy,  the  Jesuits,  who  in 
their  extreme  Ultramontanism  had 
even  denied  the  claim  of  (Ecumenic 
Councils  to  control  the  Papacy,  be- 
came estranged  from  the  Pope,  and 
even  mutinied  against  his  authority. 
Elated  by  their  success  in  having  led 
to  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes,  and  flattered  by  promises  of 
further  ascendancy,  they  attached 
themselves  to  the  French  Bang,  and 
sustained  in  Ireland  the  desperate 
schemes  of  Tyrconnell.  In  order  to 
secure  bis  support  to  their  designs, 
their  Grenerai  forwarded  to  him  a 
special  diploma  under  the  seal  of 
the  Order  dated  at  Rome,  Septem- 
ber 2,  1 686,  conferring  peculiar 
favours  on  'Illmo  et  Excmo  Dno 
Ricardo  Talbot  Comiti  de  Tirconnel, 
supremo  Regia  Militari,  in  HibemiH 
Piiefecto,'  &c.®  Thus  encouraged 
we  can  readily  conceive  how  his 
practices  led  to  the  calamitous  events 
and  disastrous  confiscations  which 
were  the  consequences  of  his  career. 
The  declaration  of  Italian  inde- 
pendence has  been  the  signal  for  a 
general  clerical  revolt  in  the  hope 
of  totally  eclipsing  the  glorious  pro- 
spect about  to  open  upon  that  people, 
of  again  attaining  their  ancient  rank 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Fit  retribution !     Graul  may  champ  the  bit 
And  foam  in  fetters,  but — 

notwithstanding  the  avowal  of 
M.  Thiers  that  her  traditional 
policy  had  ever  been,  and  that 
his  own  is  still,  opposed   to  Ita- 


lian   unity,    even     France     must 
now  in  her  humiliation    prove  a 
feeble,    if    not    a    faithless,    ally. 
The  first  prominent  movement  by 
the  Irish  Jesuits  was   the  recent 
celebration,  at  their  church  in  Dub- 
lin, of  a  High  Mass,   with  great 
solemnity,   for  the  souls   of  those 
native  warriors  in  the  Papal  pay 
who  fell  in  resisting  the  deliverance 
of  Rome  from  the  tyranny  of  Popes, 
Cardinals,  and  Priests.     While  pro- 
claiming that  these  heroes  were  '  as 
deserving  of  veneration  as  any  of 
the  ancient  martyrs,'  the  occasion 
was  selected  for  the  inauguration  of 
a  modern  religious  crusade.     The 
avowed  design  is  to  reconquer  and 
wrest  by  force  of  arms  the  Papal 
States  from  the  Kingdom  of  Italy, 
and  restore  them  to  the  Pope.    The 
scene  was  got  up  with  every  attrac- 
tion of   theatrical  effect,    atid  its 
Jesuit  authors  have  conferred  upon 
this  spiritual  confederacy  the  title 
of  *  The  League  of  Saint  Sebastian.' 
Although  it  has  been  ostentatiously 
announced  that  there  are  extensive 
and  expanding  affiliations  in  other 
countries,   they  have    not  as    yet 
enlightened  even  their  votaries  as 
to  the  origin  of  that  designation, 
leaving  to  our  researches  the  merit 
of  its  ascertainment.     By  some  the 
appellation  has  been  traced  to  the 
memory  of  the  primitive  martyr  of 
that  name,  a  native  of  Narbonne  in 
G^ul,  whose  existence  is  obscured 
in  the  clouds  of  fable  which  sur- 
round the  reign  of  Diocletian.  This 
saint  is  only  known  to  us  by  pic- 
torial productions  of  Italian  fancy, 
in  which  he  may  be  seen  pierced  by 
the  arrows  of  Mauritanian  archers. 
Others  derive  the  epithet  from  Sebas- 
tian I.,  King  of  Portugal,  a  contem- 
porary of  Loyola,  who  had  been  edu- 
cated by  the  early  Jesuits,  and,  in- 
spired by  similar  fanaticism,  had  con- 
ceived the  gigantic  scheme  of  rivalling 
the  glories  of  Alexander  the  Great. 
He  contemplated   the  subjugation 


*  The  original  document,  on  parchment,  is  in  the  British  Museum.    Addition 
MSS.  8905. 
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of  Africa,  thence  to  overran  India, 
to  penetrate  into  Persia,  then  to 
retnm  to  Europe  through  Tarkey, 
and  finally  to  rescue  Constantinople 
from  Islam.  All  these  magnifi- 
cent  designs  suddenly  collapsed. 
The  warriors  of  the  Faith  who  com- 
posed his  army  ingloriously  fled 
before  the  Infidels,  leaving  the  King 
a  prisoner ;  and  on  August  4,  1578, 
a  Moorish  chieftain,  with  his 
scimitar,  struck  off  the  head  of 
the  aspiring  Sebastian.  Having 
early  resolved  to  tread  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  pious  Crusaders,  he 
was  by  many  believed  to  have  been 
canonised,  but  we  are  yet  in  doubt 
whether  this  distinction,  if  con- 
ferred,  was  desired  to  comme- 
morate his  ambitious  conception 
or  his  inglorious  fate.  The  re- 
port, industriously  circulated  by 
the  priesthood,  that  he  still  sur- 
vived in  captivity,  led  to  the  appear- 
ance of  several  impostors,  who  all 
ended  their  days  on  the  scaffold  or 
in  the  galleys.^  It  remained  for  the 
Jesuits  to  exhume  these  ill-omened 
names,  which  had  lain  in  obscurity 
for  ages ;  but  we  may  venture  this 

grediction,  that  the  liberties  of  Italy 
ave  little  to  apprehend  from  war- 
riors enrolled  and  arrayed  under  the 
auspices  of  either  the  mythical 
martyr  or  the  headless  hero. 

The  Scandinavian  nations  have 
hitherto  enjoyed  comparative  free- 
dom from  the  missions  and  intrigues 
of  the  Jesuits.  Christina,  Queen  of 
Sweden,  the  daughter  and  successor 
of  Qustavus  Aoolphus,  the  great 
warrior  champion  of  Protestantism, 
owed  her  conversion  to  a  Spanish 
Jesuit,  who  was  in  the  suite  and 
'under  the  protection  of  the  am- 
bassador   fix)m  that  country;   but 


that  conversion  coerced  her  to 
abdicate  her  crown.  The  earnest 
persuasions  of  Christina,  when  af- 
terwards sojourning  in  the  Low 
Countries,  failed  to  induce  the  Bel- 
gian Jesuits  to  visit,  far  Iras  to 
settle  in,  any  of  the  Swedish  Pro- 
vinces. They  prudently  felt  avePM 
to  incurring  the  risk  of  that  cruel 
infliction  which  an  ancient  and  bar- 
barous  law  of  the  kingdom  imposed 
upon  that  class  of  spiritual  in- 
truders.*® Prince  Bismarck  may, 
perhaps,  in  the  plenitude  of  bis 
power,  yet  turn  the  movement  of  the 
Old  Catholics  to  more  account  than 
its  timid  and  feeble  founders  have 
as  yet  been  able  to  effect.  The 
success  of  the  Imperial  measures 
jnay  be  estimated  from  the  recent 
public  announcement,  that  the 
Jesuits  have  submissively  departed 
from  the  Saxon  States,  from  Wur- 
temberg,  Baden,  Mecklenburg, 
Lauenburg,  the  Hanse  Towns, 
Brunswick,  Anhalt,  and  Schwarz- 
burg.  Mayence  is  also  free;  and 
in  the  annexed  provinces  of  Alsace 
and  Lorraine,  their  establishments 
at  Strasburg,  Metz,  and  Issenheim 
have  been  finally  closed.  By  the 
policy  of  disendowment,  in  with- 
holding the  stipends  which  the 
State  had  provided  for  the  bishops 
and  the  priesthood,  he  will  probahl/ 
soon  appease  the  dissensions  between 
creed  and  creed,  so  as  to  consolidate 
the  Empire.  Finally,  this  moral 
may  be  safely  deduced  from  the 
concurrent  testimonies  of  histoiy— 
that  every  political  or  revolution- 
ary movement  conceived  or  conduct- 
ed by  the  Jesuits  has  invariably 
proved  a  signal  failure,  attended 
with  disastrous  consequences  to  its 
dupes. 


•  An  interesting  Tolume,  Le  faux  Dom  SSbastien :  Hude  iur  Vhistoire  de  Poriugd, 
par  Miguel  d'Antas,  &c.,  was  published  in  Paris  in  1866. 
>•  Harleian  MiiCfUany.    London,  1809.    Vol.  IV.  p.  418. 
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BODLEY  AND  THE  BODLEIAN. 


WHEN  we  try  to  call  np  the 
Devonshire  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's days,  the  figures  which 
rise  before  us  are  for  the  most  part 
those  of  the  great  seavcaptains  and 
adventurers — Drake,  Hawkins,  Gil- 
bert, Baleigh — with  whose  doings 
everyone  is  more  or  less  familiar. 
These  men  were  not  only  Devonshire 
bom.  They  were  closely  connected 
with  their  native  county  through- 
out the  whole  of  their  active  lives ; 
whilst  many  an  Elizabethan  worthy, 
of  whose  birth  Devonshire  may 
well  be  proud,  following  a  more 
pacific  calling,  passed  early  from 
the  *  sweete  hive  and  receptacle  of 
western  witts,*  as  old  Carpenter 
calls  '  our  Deevon,'  and  has  left  the 
chief  mark  of  his  life  elsewhere. 
Such  were  Jewell  and  Hooker, 
whose  *  pious  ghosts  would  rise  up 
in  opposition'  should  they  be  ranked 
among  the  worthies  of  any  other 
county,  although  they  saw  little 
of  Devonshire  after  they  had  once 
left  it ;  and  such  was  Sir  Thomas 
Bodley,  founder  of  that  famous 
Library  at  Oxford  which  *  has  ren- 
dered his  name  more  immortal  than 
the  foundation  of  a  family  could 
have  done,'  ^  and  of  which  Casaubon 
wrote  as  a  *  work  rather  for  a  king 
than  a  private  man.' 

Bodley  left  Devonshire  at  an  early 
age,  at  first  for  a  studious  Univer- 
sity life,  and  afterwards  for  a  life 
of  Court  service  and  employment. 
So  little  is  his  name  associated  with 
the  glories  of  his  native  county — 
although  he  lived  through  a  period 
in  which  Devonshire  was  certainly 
more  distinguished  than  any  other 
part  of  England — that  he  is  hardly 
recognised  as  one  of  the  brightest 
*Da9vonian  witts,'  as  eminent, 
thought  Carpenter,  *  as  their  native 
mountains,  approaching  far  nearer 
to  heaven  in  excellency  than  the 


other  in  height  transcend  the  val- 
leves.'  Bodley's  work  was  done  else- 
where. Yet  it  would  be  impossible 
to  find  a  truer  son  of  Devon,  or  one 
more  worthy  of  the  *  sweet  western 
hive.' 

The  family  of  Bodley  belonged  to 
that  class  of  squirelets — something 
more  than  franklins,  yet  perhaps  in 
many  ways  not  so  favourably  placed 
— of  which  Devonshire  in  the  days 
of  Elizabeth  was  very  fiiU.  The 
Bodleys  were  entitled  to  'coat- 
armour,'  and  their  *  five  martlets 
in  saltire,  sable,  on  a  shield  argent,' 
no  doubt  dignified  the  window  of 
the  great  parlour  at  Dunscombe,  in 
the  parish  of  Crediton,  where  they 
had  been  settled  for  some  time  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  There  are  no  remains  of 
the  old  house  at  Dunscombe,  but 
the  modem  farm  occupies  the  same 
site,  on  a  rising  ground  above 
the  quiet  green  meadows  through 
which  the  little  river  Creedy  winds 
onward  towards  its  junction  with, 
the  Exe.  Wooded  hills,  pastures, 
and  broken  plough-lands  rise  at  the 
back,  and  the  scene  is  still  the  same 
as  when  Leland,  riding  from  Exe- 
ter to  Crediton,  found  it  'exceeding 
goodly  and  faire,  all  by  gresse  and 
com.*  The  line  of  ancient  road, 
now  of  course  greatly  changed, 
passes  close  under  the  house  at- 
Dunscombe. 

The  Bodleys  intermarried  with 
the  lesser  gentry  of  the  county,  and, 
more  rarely,  with  houses  of  greater 
mark,  such  as  that  of  *  Copleston  of 
the  white  spur,*  *  the  great  Cople- 
stons,'  as  they  were  called,  then 
flourishing  in  state  within  the  bounds 
of  the  same  parish  of  Crediton.  A 
cadet  of  Dunscombe  married  Joan, 
daughter  and  part  heiress  of  Robert 
Hone,  of  Ottery  St.  Mary.  This 
was    John  Bodley,   father  of   Sir 


>  Hallam,  lAt.  Hist,  iii.  454. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


648 


Bodley  and  the  Bodleian. 


[Maj 


Thomas.  He  settled  in  Exeter, 
where,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  advan- 
tages of  family  and  inheritance,  he 
became  a  prominent  and  wealthy 
merchant.  In  due  time  five  sons 
were  bom  to  him.  Thomas  was  the 
eldest.  The  others  were  John,  Law- 
rence, Zachary,  and  Josias.  John 
and  Zachary  *  lived  privately,'  and 
are  called  'ministers.'  Lawrence 
was  a  Canon  of  Exeter,  and  parson 
of  Shobrook.  Josias  was  a  'worthy 
soldier,'  active  in  '  Tyrone's  wars,' 
and  knighted  in  Lreland  by  the 
Earl  of  Devon.  So  they  are  de- 
scribed by  Thomas  Westcote,  author 
of  a  curious  View  of  Devonshire^  who 
lived  and  wrote  at  Shobrook,  within 
sight  of  Dunscombe.  He  was  a 
personal  friend  of  Lawrence  Bodley, 
who,  as  he  tells  us,  *  was  greatly 
assistant  to  his  brother's  chargeable 
work,'  the  foundation  of  the  great 
Library  at  Oxford. 

Thomas  Bodley  was  bom  at 
Exeter  on  the  2nd  of  March,  1544. 
He  was  not  removed  from  his  birth- 
place until  1556,  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old;  but  during  that 
time  events  had  taken  place  at 
Exeter  which  cannot  but  have  made 
a  deep  impression  on  him.  In  1549 
occurred  the  rising  of  the  two  western 
counties,  Devonshire  and  Cornwall; 
when  the  insurgents,  who  professed 
to  be  in  arms  for  the  support  of  the 
*  old  religion,'  besieged  Exeter  for 
more  than  a  month.  The  city  was 
itself  greatly  troubled,  *  the  serpent 
of  division  and  the  fire  of  malice 
having  entered  it,'  says  Hooker.* 
But  the  Mayor,  and  others  of  the 
^  ancientest,'  although  many  were 
inclined  to  Rome,  yet  determined 
to  hold  out  for  the  King's  Gt)vem- 
ment,  and  did  so.  John  Bodley 
had  set  himself  strongly  on  the 
side  of  the  Reformation  ;  and  when 
Lord  Russell,  who  had  been   sent 


against  the  insurgents,  was  unable 
to  advance  &om  Honiton  for  want 
of   supplies,    Bodley,    with    other 
merchants     of    Exeter,     provided 
money  on  their  own  security.    The 
defeat  of  the  rebels,  and  the  harsh 
measures    afterwards     taken,    can 
hardly  have  tended  to  soften  the 
feeling    with   which    the    opposed 
parties    regarded   each  other,  and 
Mary's  accession  in   1553  greatlv 
depressed,  of  course,  that  to  which 
the    Bodleys  had  attached  them- 
selves.    There  was  extreme  agita- 
tion in  Exeter  in  the  following  year, 
when  the   Spanish  match   was  in 
question.      It  was  rumoured  that 
Philip  was  about  to  descend,  widi 
a  large  force,  on  'the  coast  of  DeTon- 
shire.     The  Carews  and  Gourtenajs 
were  deep  in  plots,  and  Sir  Peter 
Carew,  who  in  1549  had  been  active 
on  the  side  of  order,  was  now  com- 
pelled to  escape  in  all  haste  fiY)m 
bis     house    at     Mohun's     Otterj. 
Whether  John  Bodley  was  at  idl 
concerned  in  the   disturbances  of 
this  time  is  not  evident,  but,  as  his 
son  tells  us,    'he  was  so  cruelly 
threatened    and    so  narrowly  ot 
served  by  those  that  malioed  his 
religion,''  that  he  found  Exeter  no 
longer  a  safe  place  of  abode,  and 
accordingly,  in  1556,  he  took  refiige 
in  Germany,  where   his  wife  and 
family  soon  afterwards  joined  him. 
They  then    settled  themselves  at 
Geneva,  where  there  was  a  con- 
siderable   English    *  congregation,' 
consisting    for    the    most  part  of 
persons  who,  like  Bodley,  had  fled 
fix>m  England  on  account  of  their 
religion.     The  University  of  Geneva 
had  but  lately  been  established,  and, 
young  as  he  was,  Thomas  Bodley 
(so  he  tells  us  himself)  attended  t2» 
public  lectures  of  Chevalerius  in 
Hebrew,   of   Beroaldus  in  Greek, 
and  of  Calvin  and  Beza  in  Divinity. 


'  John  Hooker  or  Vowell,  Chamberlain  of  Exeter,  and  anthor  of  a  curious  histoijof 
the  'Commotion/  as  it  was  called  in  Devonshire,  of  1549.  He  was  uncle  of  the 
'Judicious' Hooker. 

*  The  very  short  sketch  of  his  own  life  written  by  Sir  Thomas  Bodley  will  be  found  in 
the  SeUquia  Bodleiana,  published  by  Heame  in  1703. 
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In  later  years  he  became  an  excel- 
lent Hebrew  scholar,  and  was,  in- 
deed, an  accomplished  lingnist, 
speaking  well  and  fluently  French, 
Italian,  and  Spanish.  Bat  he  did 
not  remain  long  at  Geneva.  The 
"whole  family  returned  to  England 
on  the  accession  of  Elizabeth  in 
1 558.  John  Bodley  then  settled  in 
liondon,  and  in  1560  his  son  Thomas 
was  entered  as  an  nndergradnate 
at  Magdalen  College,  Oxford.  From 
that  College  he  took  his  Bachelor's 
degree  in  1563,  and  in  the  same 
year  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  Merton. 
He  remained  at  Oxford  until  the 
year  1576,  lecturing  in  Greek  in 
the  Hall  of  Merton,  reading  natural 
philosophy  in  the  public  schools, 
and  serving  for  some  time  as  Uni- 
versity Omtor.  In  1576  he  went 
abroad,  and  spent  four  years  in 
difiereut  cities  of  France,  Germany, 
and  Italy.  On  his  return  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  study  of  history 
and  politics,  and  was  made  gentle- 
man usher  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  The 
Queen,  or  the  great  statesmen  who 
surrounded  her,  soon  recognised  the 
ability  of  Bodley,  and  after  serving 
on  various  embassies,  he  was  sent 
to  the  Hague  in  1588,  where  he 
remained,  with  only  a  short  inter- 
Tal,  until  1597.  in  1585  he  had 
married  Anne,  *  daughter  of  Mr. 
Carew,  of  Bristol,  and  widow  of 
Mr.  Ball,'  a  lady  of  considerable  for- 
tune. 

Affairs  at  the  Hague  were  at  this 
time  in  their  ususd  troubled  con- 
dition. Elizabeth,  by  virtue  of  her 
treaty  with  the  States,  had  the 
right  to  appoint  two  of  her  subjects 
to  be  members  of  the  Council.  One 
of  these  was  Bodley,  who,  in  this 
position,  is  accused  of  overbear- 
ing demeanour  and  intemperate 
language.  He  says  himself  that  he 
did  wonderfully  well  at  the  Hague, 
but  he  was  one  of  those  fortunate 
persons  who  are  always  on  the  best 
terms  with  themselves,  and  his  good 


opinion  of  his  own  judgment  was 
not  to  be  shaken.  He  certainly 
made  many  enemies.  WaJsingham, 
shortly  before  his  death,  regretted 
having  placed  *  so  unquiet  a  spirit ' 
in  so  important  a  place ;  and  the 
Queen  was  greatly  oflPended  with 
Bodley  on  account  of  a  sudden 
visit  to  England  in  1595,  with  a 
secret  proposition  from  the  States 
about  the  money  advanced  by 
Elizabeth — always  a  sore  subject. 
Bodley  then  wrote  from  London  to 
Anthony  Bacon,  that  he  had  not 
stirred  abroad  for  ten  days  past, 
nor  knew  when  he  should,  he  saw 
so  little  hope  of  better  usage  at 
Court,  *when  I  did  hear  for  my 
comfort  that  the  Queen  on  Monday 
last  did  wish  I  had  been  hanged. 
And  if  withal  I  might  have  leave 
that  I  should  be  discharged,  I  would 
say,  "Benedetto  sia  il  giomo,  e*l 
mese,  e  V  anno."'* 

His  public  life  closed  in  1597. 
When  he  returned  to  England 
he  found  himself  surrounded  by 
jealousies  and  intrigues;  and  ac- 
cordingly, in  his  own  words,  *  ex- 
amining exactly  for  the  rest  of  my 
life  what  course  I  might  take,  and 
having  sought,  as  I  thought,  all  the 
ways  to  the  wood,  to  select  the 
most  proper,  I  concluded,  at  the 
last,  to  set  up  my  staff  at  the 
Library  door  in  Oxon,  being 
thoroughly  persuaded  that  ...  I 
could  not  busy  myself  to  better  pur- 
pose than  in  reducing  that  place  to 
the  public  use  of  students.  For  the 
effecting  whereof  I  found  myself 
ftimished,  in  a  competent  propor- 
tion, of  such  four  kinds  of  aids  as, 
unless  I  had  them  all,  there  was  no 
hope  of  good  success.  For  without 
some  kind  of  knowledge,  as  well  in 
the  learned  and  modem  tongues 
as  in  sundry  other  sorts  of  scholas- 
tic literature ;  without  some  purse 
ability  to  go  through  with  th6 
charge ;  without  great  store  of 
honourable  friends  to  further  the 


*  Birch's  Queen  Mieabetht  i.  244. 
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design;  and  without  special  good 
leisure  to  follow  such  a  work,  it 
could  but  have  proved  a  vain  at- 
tempt and  inconsiderate.*  Bodley's 
'purse  ability'  may  have  been 
partly  acquired  at  the  Hague ;  but 
his  wife  had  brought  him  the 
greater  portion  of  his  means,  and 
it  must  be  set  down  to  the  self- 
importance  which  so  strongly  marks 
him,  that,  as  Chamberlayne  says, 
'  although  he  had  written  his  life  in 
seven  sheets  of  paper,  he  did  not 
so  much  as  make  mention  of  his 
wife,  or  that  he  was  married  at  all.' 
There  was  at  this  time  no  public 
library  in  Oxford.  The  older  Uni- 
versity Library,  at  first  established 
in  a  chamber  attached  to  St.  Mary's 
Church,  was  greatly  increased  by 
Duke  Humphrey  of  Gloucester,  the 
patron  of  all  learning  ;  and  in  con- 
sequence of  his  numerous  dona- 
tions, a  new  building,  which  now 
forms  the  central  portion  of  the 
great  reading-room  of  the  Bodleian, 
was  begun,  and  was  completed 
about  1480.  This  library  was  hteral- 
ly  destroyed  by  the  Commissioners 
sent  to  Oxford  in  1550  by  Edward 
VI.  *for  the  reformation  of  the 
University.'  All  illuminated  manu- 
scripts were  condemned,  without 
examination,  as  eminently  Popish. 
The  few  others  that  remained  were 
stolen  or  uncared  for ;  and  in  1555 
the  fittings  of  the  Library,  its  shelves 
and  stalls,  were  sold  under  the 
direction  of  certain  *  venerabiles 
viri'  appointed  for  the  purpose. 
When  Thomas  Bodley  first  came 
to  Oxford,  an  eager  student  to 
whom  all  books  were  precious,  he 
found  round  him  in  all  directions 
traces  of  the  recent  destruction. 
'  His  stationer  may  have  sold  him 
books  bound  in  fragments  of  those 
manuscripts  for  which  the  Univer- 
sity but  a  century  before  had  conse- " 
crated  the  memory  of  the  donors  in 


her  solemn  prayers  ;  the  tailor  who 
measured  him  for  his  sad-coloured 
doublet  may  have  done  it  with  a 
strip  of  parchment  brilliant  with 
gold  that  had  consequently  been 
condemned  as  Popish,  or  covered 
with  strange  symbols  of  an  old 
heathen  Greek's  devising,  that  pro- 
bably passed  for  magical  and  unlaw- 
ful incantations.' •  At  any  rate, 
Bodley  carried  with  him  in  all  his 
wanderings  the  ardour  of  a  student, 
and  never  forgot  the  losses  and 
needs  of  his  *  deare  mother  Oxforde.* 
Accordingly,  in  FebruaiT  1597-8, 
he  wrote  to  the  Vice-Chanoellor, 
offering  that  'whereas  there  haUi 
bin  heretofore  a  publike  library  in 
Oxford,  which,  you  know,  is  ap- 
parant  by  the  roome  itself  remayn- 
ing,  and  by  your  statute  records,  I 
will  take  the  charge  and  cost  upon 
me  to  reduce  it  again  to  his  former 
use' — ^by  fitting  it  with  shelves  and 
seats,  by  procuring  benefactions  of 
books,  and  by  endowing  it  with  an 
annual  rent.  The  offer  was  grate- 
fully accepted.  Merton  College 
undertook  to  supply  wood  for  the 
purpose,  and  in  little  more  than  two 
years'  time  the  old  Library,  above 
the  Divinity  School,  partly,  built 
by  Duke  Humphrey,  was  refitted 
for  the  use  of  students,  and  ready 
to  receive  books.  More  than  2,000 
volumes  had  been  supplied  when, 
on  November  8,  1602,  it  was  so- 
lemnly opened  by  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor,  attended  by  a  numerous 
company  of  red-robed  doctors.  In 
1604,  the  year  afber  his  accession, 
James  I.  granted  letters  patent,  in 
which  the  Library  receives  for  the 
fijTst  time  the  name  of  its  founder, 
by  which  it  has  ever  since  been 
known.  The  King  himself  visited 
the  Bodleian  in  the  following  year, 
and  declared  that  if  he  were  not 
King  James  he  would  be  a  Univer- 
sity man;  and  that  if  it  were  his 


*  Annals  of  the  Bodleian  Librarv,  by  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Macray,  1868.  This  ezoeUeot 
book  contains  a  very  full '  chronicle  of  the  Library,  year  after  year,  from  its  foundatioo. 
It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  present  writer  is  largely  indebted  to  it. 
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fate  to  be  at  any  time  a  captive,  he 
wonld  choose  such  a  library  for  his 
prison.  Bodley  had  been  knighted 
by  James  on  his  accession  to  the 
throne ;  and  on  reading  the  in- 
scription below  the  bust  of  the 
founder,  placed  in  the  Library  by 
the  Chancellor,  the  King  remarked 
that  he  ought  to  be  called  Sir 
Thomas  Gk)dley  rather  than  Sir 
Thomas  Bodley.  Besides  this  bust, 
the  Library  contains  a  contemporary 
portrait  by  Cornelius  Janssen,  the 
most  skilfdl  and  most  refined  limner 
of  that  period.  The  head  of  Bodley 
is  thatof  athoughtful,obseryant  man, 
not  without  such  a  cast  of  shrewd- 
ness as  might  be  expected  in  a  long 
resident  at  the  Hague.  His  dress 
is  rich.  His  right  hand  grasps  the 
hilt  of  a  sword,  suspended  from  an 
embroidered  belt.  A  fur-lined  man- 
tle hangs  from  his  shoulder. 

Foreigners,  and  all  who  chose  to 
submit  to  the  regulations  of  the 
statutes,  were  allowed  to  study  in 
the  Bodleian.  It  was  indeed  the 
first  truly  public  library  established 
in  Europe ;  although  it  was  speedily 
foUowed  by  that  of  Angelo  Bocca 
at  Rome  (1604),  and  the  Ambrosian 
Library  at  Milan  (1609).*  Bodley 
himself,  from  the  commencement, 
was  a  most  liberal  donor  of  books 
and  manuscripts ;  but  his  '  store 
of  honourable  friends  '  contributed 
largely  ;  and  their  names  are  duly 
entered  in  the  folio  register  *  aureis 
umbilieis  fibulisque  fulgidum,'  as  it 
is  described,  enriched  with  silver- 
gilt  bosses,  and  with  the  arms  of 
Bodley  and  of  the  University. 
Among  the  earlier  donors  were 
Savile  and  Camden ;  Blount,  Lord 
Mountjoy,  who  sent  looZ.  from 
Ireland  for  the  purchase  of  books ; 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  Sir  Robert 
Cotton,   who,   with    other    manu- 


scripts, gave  a  text  of  the  Gospels 
which  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the 
books  sent  by  St.  Gregory  to 
Augustine,  one  of  the  most  ancient 
books  that  ever  were  read  in  Eng- 
land,  belonging  to  the  'primitisB 
librorumtotius  Ecclesiae  AnglicauaB,' 
as  these  gifts  of  St.  Gregory's  are 
called  by  Elmham.  The  Bodleian  is 
rich  in  manuscripts  which,  like 
this,  formerly  one  of  the  treasures 
of  St.  Augustine's,  Canterbury; 
had  belonged  to  the  dissolved  mon- 
asteries. They  found  a  fitting 
resting-place  at  Oxford ;  but  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  say  as  much  for 
the  '  81  Latin  manuscripts  '  sent  to 
Sir  Thomas  Bodley  in  1605  by  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Exeter.  His 
brother,  Lawrence  Bodley,  *  parson 
of  Shobrook,'  was  at  this  time  a 
Canon  of  Exeter;  and  we  must 
conclude  that  it  was  at  his  instance 
that  the  Chapter  stripped  their 
library  of  some  of  their  most  ancient 
and  most  precious  ornaments. 
Among  them  are  many  manuscripts 
which  had  been  given  to  the  Church 
of  Exeter  by  her  first  bishop, 
Leofric,  under  whom  the  see  was 
transferred  from  Crediton  in  1050. 
His  native  county  did  well, to  re- 
cognise and  to  assist  the  noble 
work  of  Bodley ;  but  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  by  what  right  the 
Chapter  thus  alienated  their  books. 
They  clearly  despised  (or  perhaps 
could  not  read)  the  words  written 
by  Leofiric  in  each  volume,  by  which 
he  gives  over  whomsoever  should 
abstract  it  *  to  bondage  with  all  the 
devils.'^  At  a  later  period  the 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  Windsor 
followed  the  example  of  Exeter. 

Before  the  year  16 10  the  re- 
stored Library  had  become  crowded 
with  books ;  and  Sir  Thomas,  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  new  building 


■  Macray's  Annals,  p.  47,  note. 

'  Besides  Leofric's  books,  there  are  MSS.  given  to  the  Church  of  Exeter  by  Hugh, 
Archdeacon  of  Taunton ;  by  Adam  of  St.  Bridget,  Chanter ;  by  Richard  Brounst,  Vicar 
Choral ;  by  the  executors  of  Bishop  Lacy ;  and  by  those  of  John  Snetesham,  Canon  and 
Cbancellon 
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at  tbe  east  end  of  the  Divinity 
School,  and  arranged  transversely  to 
it.  He  lived  to  see  this  finished  ; 
but  it  can  hardly  have  been  stored 
with  books  before  his  death  in  1613. 
In  the  mean  time  he  had  not  been 
idle.  He  procured  an  arrangement 
with  the  Stationers*  Company  by 
which  they  granted  to  the  Library 
a  copy  of  every  book  they  printed, 
an  arrangement  which  long  after- 
wards was  made  binding  by  the  Copy- 
right Acts.  He  began  the  permanent 
endowment  of  the  Library,  bestowing 
on  it  sandry  manors  and  tenements. 
He  provided  a  massive  iron  chest 
with  three  locks  for  the  due  safety 
of  the  money  to  be  kept  in  it,  and 
the  ironwork  of  these  locks  is  -so 
beautiful  and  intricate,  that  the 
chest  is  now  exhibited  in  the  pic- 
ture gallery  ;  and  he  set  up  a  large 
bell  to  announce  the  closing  hour, 
which  has  been  lately  restored  to 
its  place, '  daily  thundering  forth  an 
unmistakable  signal  for  the  de- 
parture '  of  all  students.  Whatever 
additions  might  afterwards  be  made, 
Sir  Thomas  had  clearly  established 
his  right  to  call  the  foundation 
'after  his  own  name;'  and  al- 
though he  had  not  exceeded  the 
age  of  sixty-eight,  his  work  was 
well  done  when  he  died  in  1613, 
at  his  house  in  Little  Street,  Bar- 
tholomew Lane,  London. 

In  accordance  with  his  own  de- 
sire, his  body  was  brought  to  Ox- 
ford, and  was  interred  in  great 
state,  with  long  processions  and 
with  many  orations,  in  the  chapel 
of  Merton,  his  own  college,  to  the 
library  of  which  he  had  been  a  great 
benefactor.  After  the  fashion  of 
the  time,  the  University  set  forth 
two  volumes  of  elegiac  verses,  in 
which  the  '  Ptolemy  of  Oxford '  was 
commemorated  with  due  honour. 
One  of  these  volumes  was  entirely 
composed  by  members  of  Merton 
College.  Among  the  contributors 
to  the  other  were  Laud,  then  Pre- 
sident of  St.  John's,  and  Isaac  Cas- 
aubon.      A  stately  monument,  for 


which  Nicholas  Stone,  the  sculptor, 
received  200Z.,  was  raised  above  his 
grave,  which  is  on  the  north  side  of 
the  chapel,  immediately  opposite  a 
.  cenotaph  erected  to  his  friend  Sir 
Henry  Savile,  Warden  of  Mertoii, 
but  also  Provost  of  Eton,  where  he 
was  buned.  Bodley  appears  on  his 
monument  surrounded  by  books, 
and  attended  by  Grammar,  Rhe- 
toric, Music,  and  Arithmetic;  bat 
'  the  labour  of  an  age  in  piled  stones ' 
could  have  afforded  him  no  such 
lasting  memorial  as  he  had  con- 
structed for  himself  in  his  lifetime. 
Of  this  he  may  have  been  fully 
conscious.  At  least  he  has  not 
escaped  the  charge  of  being  so 
'drunk  with  the  applause  and  vani- 
ties of  his  Library,*  that  with  great 
'unthankfulnesse '  to  his  friends  and 
brothers,  he  left  little  or  nothing 
to  them,  '  not  even  to  the  children 
of  his  wife,  by  whom  he  had  all  his 
wealth,'  but  bestowed  by  his  will 
nearly  the  whole  of  his  monej 
toward  the  advancement  of  his  great 
undertaking.  His  brothers,  at  any 
rate,  did  not  require  his  assistance ; 
and  it  was  to  the  means  thus  pro- 
vided that  we  are  principally  in- 
debted for  the  completion  of  the 
quadrangle  of  the  schools,  of  which 
the  Library  forms  a  part.  This  was 
finished  no  Ion?  time  after  Bodley's 
death ;  the  arcnitect  being  Thomas 
Holt  of  York,  who  was  also  em- 
ployed in  the  building  of  Wadham 
CoUege,  where  the  chapel  is  a  very 
remarkable  example  of  late  Grothic 
The  court  of  the  schools,  plain  and 
somewhat  bare  as  it  is,  has  never- 
theless a  grave,  antique  character, 
not  unbefitting  the  exterior  of  a 
great  library.  It  has  sometimes 
suggested  reminiscences  of  old  Ita- 
lian cities,  and  especially  of  Padna, 
which  are  due  mainly  to  its  height, 
and  to  the  Grateway  Tower,  on  the 
east  side.  The  five  storeys  of  this 
tower  display  the  five  classic  orders 
interspersed  with  various  arabesques 
and  ornaments,  and  decorated,  in  the 
fourth  storey,  with  a  seated  figure 
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of  James  t.  This  *  picture,*  as  An- 
thony k  Wood  calls  it,  and  other 
emblems,  were  at  first  covered  with 
gilding  ;  bat  when  the  King  him- 
self came  from  Woodstock  to  behold 
the  new  building,  he  found  them 
too  'gloriocs,'  and  commanded  that 
thej  should  be  *whited  over  and 
a  omed  with  ordinary  colours.* 
The  *■  whiting '  has  happily  disap- 
))eared.  In  other  respects,  the  So- 
lomon of  Britain  was,  as  before, 
hi.hly  content  with  the  Library; 
and  soon  afterwards  (1620)  pre- 
sented to  it  the  folio  edition  of  his 
own  works.  This  most  weighty 
volume  was  received  by  the  Uni- 
ver.ity  with  great  ceremony,  and 
was  conveyed  in  solemn  procession 
to  '  he  Library,  attended  by  the  Vice- 
Cfaancellor  and  four-and- twenty 
Doctors.  There  it  was  placed  *  in 
arch i vis '  with  much  respect ; 
greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  King 
James,  who  had  frowned  and  mut- 
tered when  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge received  their  copy  with  less 
solemnity.  Yet  he  gave  a  word  of 
praise  to  G^eorge  Herbei*t,  then 
Public  Orator,  who  to  his  letter  of 
thanks  for  the  book,  added  the 
lines : — 

Quid    Vaticanum  Bodleianumque    objicis, 

hospes? 
Unicufl  est  nobis  Bibliotheca  liber. 

The  King  pronounce  the  Orator 
to  be  the  Jewel  of  the  University.® 
Vast  accessions  have  enriched  the 
Bodleian  since  this  quadrangle  was 
completed,  and  the  royal  volume 
was  duly  installed;  but  the  interior 
of  the  Library,  at  least  so  fsir  as  the 
principal  rooms  are  concerned,  has 
been  but  little  changed.  The  roof 
of  the  central  reading-room — that 
chamber  above  the  Divinity  School 
with  the  restoration  of  which  Bod- 
ley began  his  work — still  displays, 
on  its  bosses,  the  arms  of  the 
founder,   quartered   with   those  of 


Hone,  his  mother's  family  (two 
bars  wavy  between  three  hone 
stones),  and  having  on  a  chief  the 
three  ducal  crowns  of  the  Univer- 
sity shield — an  addition  granted  to 
Bodley  at  this  time — together  with 
the  motto,  *  Quarta  perennis  erit.' 
The  main  panels  are  occupied  by 
the  University  shield  itself — the 
open  Bible  with  its  seven  clasps, 
between  the  three  crowns.  The  room 
remains  much  as  it  was  seen  by 
King  James  ;  but  time  alone — the 
two  centuries  and  a  half  which 
have  passed  since  James  visited  it 
— could  bestow  on  it  that  charm  of 
reverend  antiquity  so  difficult  to 
put  into  words,  yet  so  real  and  so  im- 
pressive ;  a  charm  felt  in  the  stillness 
and  seclusion  of  the  place,  repeopling 
it  with  those  illustrious  dead  whose 
feet  have  often  trodden  the  floors, 
and  whose  best  thoughts  now  lie 
enshrined  in  the  cases  along  its  walls. 
Few  libraries,  whether  in  England 
or  on  the  Continent,  have  a  more  ve- 
nerable air  than  the  Bodleian.  Like 
some  great  musical  symphony,  it  at 
once  excites  and  tranquillises ;  and 
many  an  enthusiastic  student  might 
confess,  with  Sir  Walter  Scott,  that 
his  feelings  within  its  walls  resemble 
those  of  the  'Persian  magician, 
who  visited  the  enchanted  library  in 
the  bowels  of  the  mountain,  and 
willingly  suffered  himself  to  be  en- 
closed in  its  recesses,  while  less 
eager  sages  retired  in  alarm.** 
There  is  indeed  one  sound  which 
occasionally  floats  through  the  air, 
but  only  to  deepen  the  impression 
of  quiet  and  distance  *a  strepitu 
ssBculari.'  The  latticed  cells  wherein 
readers  sit,  '  from  year  to  year  have 
been,  and  still  are,  the  resort  of 
grand  and  grave  old  bees,  majestic 
in  size  and  deportment,  of  sonorous 
sound,  and  covered  with  the  dust, 
as  it  were,  of  ages.  Just  as  a 
solemn  rookery  befits  an  ancestral 
mansion,  so  these  bees  of  the  Bod- 


•  Walton,  Life  of  George  Herbert, 


Ufe,  by  Lockhart,  ix.  p.  55. 
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leian  form  a  fitting  accompaiiiiiieiit 
to  the  place  of  their  choice.'  '^ 

At  the  present  time  the  Bodleian 
Library  contains  aboat  350,000 
printed  volumes,  and  about  25,000 
manuscripts.  The  growth  has  been 
very  graduaL  After  Bodley*s  '  store 
of  friends '  had  sent  their  contribu- 
tions, and  after  Bodley  and  his 
generation  had  passed  away,  many 
very  important  MSS.  were  given 
by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Chancellor 
of  the  University,  and  by  Sir 
Kenelm  Digby  ;  but  the  first  great 
benefactor  was  Archbishop  Laud. 
Between  the  years  1635  *^^  '^4^ 
he  sent  to  the  Library  nearly  1,300 
MSS.  in  various  languages,  some  of 
which  are  of  the  .highest  value. 
From  a  curious  letter  addressed  by 
Laud  to  the  Vioe-Chancellor,  Doc- 
tor Frewen,  it  appears  that  the 
books  hitherto  placed  in  the  Library 
had  been  chained  to  the  shelves 
after  the  ancient  fashion  (a  fiekshion 
which  may  still  be  admired  in  per- 
fection in  the  Chapter  Library  at 
Hereford).  Laud's  books,  in  1639, 
stood  unchained.  '  And  I  would  to 
Gk)d,*  he  writes,  *  the  place  in  the 
Library  for  them  were  once  ready, 
that  they  might  be  set  up  safe,  and 
chained  as  the  other  books  are; 
and  yet  then,  if  there  be  not  care 
taken,  you  may  have  some  of  the 
best  and  choicest  tractats  cut  out 
of  the  covers  and  purloin'd,  as  hath 
been  done  in  some  other  libraries.' 
The  books  indeed,  and  more  than 
the  books,  were  on  the  eve  of  ex- 
posure to  great  perils.  Laud's 
formal  letter,  in  which  he  i*esigns 
his  office  of  Chancellor,  dated  from 
the  Tower,  June  21,  1641,  is  dis- 
played in  one  of  the  cases  near  the 
entrance  of  the  Library.  In  1642 
the  King  borrowed  500Z.  'out  of 
Sir  Thomas  Bodley 's  chest,'  a  sum 
which  was  never  repaid ;  and  it  was 
in  the  winter  of  the  same  year 
that  Charles  I.,  while  at  Oxford, 
visited  the   Library,   and  amused 


himself  with  what  was  tiien  a 
fietvourite  method  of  enquiry  into 
the  future — the  'Sortes  VirgiimDad.* 
His  ill-luck  has  often  been  tohL  If 
the  £{tory  be  true,  he  opened  on 
Dido's  denunciation  of  ^neaii,  the 
words  of  which  are  cnrioosly  14)- 
propriate  to  his  own  fate ;  and  Lord 
Falldand,  who  next  consulted  the 
oracle,  was  answered  just  as  fit- 
tingly. Oxford  surrendered  to  the 
troops  of  the  Parliament  in  June 
1646,  and  Aubrey  tells  us  that '  the 
first  thing  Grenend  Fairfax  did  was 
to  set  a  good  guard  of  soldiers  to 
preserve  the  Bodleian  Libraiy.' 
Fairfax  was  a  true  lover  of  learning 
and  of  art,  as  he  showed  by  his 
care  for  the  Library  at  Oxford 
(which  at  his  death  he  enriched 
with  the  Dodsworth  manuscripts), 
and  for  the  stained  glass  in  York 
Minster.  The  Cavaliers  are  said  to 
have  done  more  harm  in  the  Bod- 
leian than  the  Puritans  ;  but  either 
party  was  less  to  be  dreaded  than 
the  Council  of  War  which  sat  at 
Westminster  in  1649.  In  that  jear 
the  Jews  offered  6oo,ooo2.  for  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral  and  for  the 
Library  at  Oxford.  The  former 
they  would  have  turned  into  a 
synagogue,  the  latter  they  would 
have  sold.  The  Council  refused  to 
take  less  than  8oo,oooZ.,  and  the 
offer  was  not  renewed.  This  dan- 
gerous time  passed  away  at  last 
without  much  evil,  and  ten  jears 
later  (1659)  the  Library  received  the 
second  great  addition  to  its  stores, 
in  the  collection  which  the  learned 
Selden  left  to  it  by  his  will  This 
numbered  nearly  8,000  volumes, 
most  of  which  contain  Selden'M 
motto,  *  vtpi  irayroc  Tf)y  iXtvdtftiar* 
Among  them  is  a  MS.  of  Harding's 
Chronicle,  which  once  belonged  to 
a  Percy,  Earl  of  Nortbumb^land, 
whose  border  antipathies  seem  to 
have  been  considered  in  an  appended 
map  of  Scotland,  where  *  Styx  the 
infernal  fiood,'  and  '  the  ptdais  d 
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Plato,  King  of  Hoi/  are  noted  as 
^neighbore  to  Scottz.' 

No  such  benefactor  as  Selden 
appeared  until  the  year  1795,  when 
Richard  Bawlinson,  a  bishop  of  the 
Nonjorors  (he  was  consecrated  in 
1728),  left  by  will  to  the'  Library 
the  whole  of  his  collections — printed 
books,  manuscripts,  and  antiquities. 
There  were  about  1,900  printed 
books,  and  4,800  manuscripts.  The 
collection  is  especially  strong  in 
history,  biography,  and  topography, 
and  had  been  gathered  at  the  dis- 
persal of  many  famous  libraries.  It 
was  from  Bawlinson  that  the  Bod- 
leian acquired  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  signed 
and  sealed  on  the  day  of  his 
execution,  that  Charles  II.  had  de- 
clared to  him  that  he  had  never 
been  married  to  his  mother.  This 
acknowledgment  is  now  displayed 
in  one  of  the  glass  cases  in  the 
Library.  The  diary  and  note-books 
of  Hea^e  the  antiquary, 

Who  Bnatched  old  utories  from  the  jaws  of 

time, 
And  drore  the  spiders  from  much  prose 

and  rhyme, 

were  also  among  Bawlinson's  trea- 
sures. Extracts  from  them  were 
published  by  Dr.  Bliss  in  1857  ;  and 
they  are  full  of  such  curious  personal 
anecdote,  gossip,  and  denunciations 
of  '  anti- monarchical  Whigs,'  as 
might  have  been  looked  for  from  so 
thorough-paced  a  Jacobite  and  Non- 
juror. In  1 701  Heame  had  been 
appointed  Janitor  or  Assistant  in 
the  Bodleian.  He  resigned  this 
office  in  17 16,  when  an  Act  was 
passed  compelling  all  office-holders 
to  take  the  oaths  to  tie  existing 
Government.  His  Jacobitism  had 
already  brought  him  into  trouble, 
and  he  had  been  '  reported  *  to  the 
Vice  Chancellor  by  a  certain  Whig- 
gish  visitor,  to  whom  he  impru- 
dently exhibited  a  portrait  of  the 
Pretender.  He  fell  upon  hard 
times,  for  his  love  for  the  great 
Library,  and  his  zeal  in  caring  for 
its  treasures,  could  not  well  have 


been  exceeded.  Whenever,  in  his 
explorations  among  the  manuscript 
volumes,  he  came  upon  the  hand- 
writing of  Duke  Humphrey  of 
Gloucester — the  founder,  as  we  have 
seen,  of  the  first  Library  at  Oxford — 
he  was  wont,  as  he  tells  us,  '  to  show 
a  sort  of  particular  respect  to  iL' 
'Probably,*  suggests  Mr.  Macray, 
*by  such  a  reverential  kiss  as  he 
once  bestowed  on  a  certain  pave- 
ment of  sheep's  trotters,  believing 
it  to  be  a  Roman  tesselation.'  The 
*  religious,  good,  and  learned  Prince,' 
as  Hearne  calls  the  Duke,  wrote 
his  motto,  'moun  bien  mondaine,' 
in  many  volumes  which  have  found 
their  way  to  the  Bodleian. 

To  the  present  time  the  only 
rivals  of  Bawlinson  in  the  extent 
of  their  donations  have  been  Gough 
and  Douce.  Gough's  collections, 
received  in  1809,  related  chiefly  to 
Anglo-Saxon  and  Northern  litera- 
ture, and  to  the  topography  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  There 
were  about  3,700  volumes.  The 
library  of  Francis  Douce,  consisting 
of  16,480  printed  books,  393  MSS. 
and  a  large  collection  of  early  and 
valuable  prints  and  drawings,  was 
bequeathed  to  the  Bodleian  in 
1834.  This  library  is  the  delight 
of  antiquaries.  Among  the  manu- 
scripts are  some  of  the  finest  illu- 
minated service  books  in  the  world ; 
HoreB,  executed  by  the  chief  artists 
of  their  day  for  emperors  and  prin- 
cesses ,  and  volumes  of  earlier  date, 
which,  if  less  elaborately  enriched, 
are  of  still  greater  historical  inte- 
rest. 

These  are  the  memories — not  only 
of  the  founder  and  the  great 
donors,  or  of  men  who,  like  Heame, 
have  found  their  chief  *  bien  mon- 
daine '  in  the  diligent  study  of  its 
stores,  but  more  especially  of  the 
books  themiselves,  with  their  varied 
and  often  eventftil  histories — that 
give  such  a  charm  to  a  stroll 
through  the  chambers  of  a  great 
library  like  the  Bodleian.  Massive 
volumes,  which  grew  slowly,  year 
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after    year,   in    the   *  scriptorium ' 
of  many  a  noble  monastery,   long 
rained,  or,  it  may  be,  utterly  swept 
away  from  the  face  of  the  earth ; 
spoils  of  war,  like  the  Wurtzburg 
manuscripts,    rescued     from     the 
troopers  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,  and 
given  to  the  Library  by  Laud,  or 
like  the  books  of  Osorius,  Bishop 
of  Faro,  carried  off  when  that  town 
was  captured  by  the  English  fleet 
under  the  Earl  of  Essex  in   1 598, 
and    bestowed    on    Bodley 's    new 
foundation,  it  is  said,   by  the  in- 
fluence of  Raleigh,  who  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  squadron ;  the  choicest 
treasures  of  great  princes,  dispersed, 
like  the  library  of  Charles  I.,  in  the 
storm  of  revolution ;    or   volumes 
which  have  been  handled  and  pored 
over   by  possessors   whose    names 
alone  would  give  distinction  to  the 
simplest  old  ^  tractate,'  '  dark  with 
teurnished   gold  ;' — it   is,   in   truth, 
under  a   *  weight   of  time   and  of 
history'  that  the  *  groaning  shelves* 
are  bending.      What  changes  and 
what    dispersions,    wrote   Southey 
of   his   own    library,    '  must    have 
taken  place,  to  make  it  possible  that 
these  books  should  be  brought  to- 
gether here  among  the  Cumberland 
mountain  s  ! '  ^  ^   W  hat  changes,  what 
dispersions,  what  revolutions,  and 
what  passing  away  of  whole  worlds 
of  thought  and  of  action,  tell  their 
silent    stories    in    the    collections 
which  make  up  the  great  Library 
of    Oxford !      Here,    for    example, 
among  the  Laudian  manuscripts  is 
the    reterborough    copy    of    that 
old  English  chronicle  which  before, 
and  for  a  short  time  after,  the  Nor- 
man Conquest  was  regularly  com- 
piled in  certain  of  the  greater  monas- 
teries. Thisreoord  was  con  tinned  for 
nearly  a  century  after  the  others ; 
and    neither     the    great     existing 
church     of      *  Peterborough      the 
Proud*   nor  the  fiagments   of  its 
once    stately    monastery    take    us 
back  80  completely  into  the  days  of 


the  '  alien  king,'  and  of  the  struggle 
between  Norman  and  Englishmen,    I 
as  those  leaves  of  grey  parchment 
on   which    the  monk   entered  his 
record    of    the  troubles  that  had 
fallen  on   England.     Hare,   again, 
one  of  many  precious  manuscripts   ■ 
bequeathed  to  the  Library  by  Francis 
Junius  in  1678  is  the  famous  poem 
of  Caedmon,   the  'oeorl'  attached 
to  St.  Hilda's  Abbey  on  the  Whitby 
headland,   whose   first   verses    (90 
Bede  asserts)  were  composed  in  his 
sleep,   and   who  afterwards  elabo- 
rated  this  long  paraphrase  of  the 
Scriptures.      This   is   the   solitary 
manuscript  of  what  is  the  earliest 
English  poem  ;  and  its  adventures, 
could  they  be  recovered,  might  well 
prove  as  remarkable  as  the  poem 
itself.     The  Codex  Rushcorthiannf, 
given  in  1681  by  John  Rush  worth, 
thehistorianof  theLong  Parliament, 
carries  us  across  the  Irish  Sea  and 
back  to  the  days  when  Ireland  was 
in  truth  a  land  of  learning.     It  is 
a  MS.  of  the  Latin  Oospels,  writte* 
by  an  Irish  scribe,  MacR^ol,  wh*. 
records  his  name  on  the  last  leaf; 
and  is  glossed  with  an  interlinear 
Anglo-Saxon  translation.   It  is  said, 
though  improbably,  to  have  been  in 
Bede's  possession  ;  but  the  Saxon 
gloss  tells  its  own  story,  and  quietlj 
asserts  the  intercourse  between  the 
Churches.     Not  one  of  the  superb 
manuscripts  which,  displaye^pnd^r 
glass,  immediately  attract  t^  at- 
tention of  the  visitor  as  he  enters 
the  Library,  but  is  worth  clwelling 
upon,  not  only  for  its  beauty  as  a 
work  of  high  art,  but  for  its  actnal 
history,  and,  not  less,  for  the  asso- 
ciations which  it  suggests  and  illns- 
trates.     It  may  be  mentioned  that 
some  of  the  finest  of  these  maun- 
scripts  formed  part  of  a  collection 
made  by  a  Venetian  Jesuit  named 
Canonici,  who   died  in   1806.    In 
18 1 7    the     Bodleian    bought    the 
whole   of   his   manuscripts,  about 
2,045   ^^  number,  for  the  sum  of 
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5,444Z.,  a  larger  snm  than  bas  been 
expended  at  one  time  by  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Library  before  or  since. 
In  this  collection  came  fifteen 
manuscripts  of  Dante,  the  first 
which  the  Bodleian  possessed,  not- 
withstanding a  wonderful  story 
told  by  a  certain  Girolamo  GigU 
about  1 71 7 — how  in  the  Bodleian 
Library  at  *Osfolk'  there  was  a 
MS.  of  the  Divina  Gommedia  which 
bad  been  used  for  wrapping  up 
Florentine  cheeses,  and  so  had 
been  brought  into  England.  The 
odour  of  the  cheese  (says  this  vera- 
cious chronicler)  had  sa  penetrated 
the  manuscript  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  protect  it  from  mice  by  a 
brace  of  traps  constantly  placed 
near  it.  Hence  it  was  known  as 
the  '  Book  of  the  Mousetrap.* 

The  Bodleian  is  famous  for  its 
yast  assemblage  of  Oriental  manu- 
scripts, collected  at  various  times, 
but  begun  by  Bodley  himself,  who 
had  desired  the  Consul  at  Aleppo 
of  the  Company  of  English  Mer- 
chants to  procure  for  him  such 
books.  But  it  would  be  idle  to 
attempt  any  further  delving  among 
the  treasures  of  this  great  store- 
house. Two  additional  books  only 
shall  find  a  place  here — the  first 
because  it  is  the  handywork  of  a 
countryman  of  Bodley *8,  and  de- 
serves  the  respect  of  all  Devonians; 
the  second  because  it  is  in  itself 
unique,  and  is  one  of  the  great 
marvels  of  the  Library.  The  Rev. 
William  Davy,  vicar  of  Lustleigh, 
in  Devonshire,  wrote  and  printed 
with  his  own  hands,  between  the 
years  1795  and  1807,  twenty-six 
volumes  of  A  System  of  Divinity^  in 
a  Course  of  Sermons  on  the  First 
Institutions  of  Religion.  Fourteen 
copies  only  were  printed,  in  a  very 
indifferent  type,  of  which  the  author 
possessed  only  sufficient  to  print 
two  pages  at  once.  It  must  have 
been  with  no  small  zeal  that  he 
worked — 'arte  meA,'  he  says,  *di. 
umo  noctumoque  labore  ' — in  his 
remote  parsonage  under  the  shadow 


of  the  Dartmoor  hills.  Whatever 
the  merits  of  the  System  may 
be,  the  book  so  laboriously  ela- 
borated well  deserved  a  place 
among  the  *  Curiositiesof  Literature' 
in  the  Bodleian.  The  second  book 
or  *  collection  *  is  of  very  different 
quality.  In  1839  ^^^-  Sutherland 
presented  to  the  Library  the  folio 
editions  of  Clarendon's  History  of 
the  Bebellion,  of  his  Life,  and  of 
Burnet's  History  of  his  own  times. 
These  are  inlaid  and  bound  in 
sixty-one  elephant  folio  volumes, 
and  illustrated  with  no  less  than 
19,224  drawings  and  engravings: 

*  portraits  of  every  person  and 
views  of  every  place  in  any  way 
mentioned  in  the  text  or  connected 
with  the  subject-matter.'  The 
collection  was  begun  in  1795  ^7 
the  husband  of  the  donor,  who 
continued  it  afber  his  death.  It  is 
enough  to  say  that  there  are  743 
portraits  of  Charles  L,  373  of 
Cromwell,  and  552  of  Charles  11. 
The  views  of  London  are  in  number 
309,  and  there  are  166  of  West- 
minster. 

Such  curiosities  as  are  frequently 
assembled  under  the  wing  of  a 
great  library,  are  not  wanting  in 
the  Bodleian.  The  founder  himself 
procured  from  Sir  Richard  Lee,  to 
whom  it  had  been  given  by  the  Czar 
of  Muscovy,  a  cloak  lined  with  the 
wool  of  '  certaine  livinge  creatures 
in  the  shape  of  lambes,  which  grow 
out  of  the  ground  in  Tartaria,'  the 
wool  being  *  of  excellent  use  and 
vertue,  especially  against  the  plague 
and  other  noysome  diseases  of  those 
cun tries.'  This  was,  of  course,  the 
famous  Agnus  Scythicus^  the  mystery 
of  which  is  explained  by  the  re- 
markable woolly  growth  which  is 
found  on  the  large  Polypodium  Ba- 
rometz — a  Tartarian  fern,  of  which 
specimens  may  be  seen  at  Kew  and 
elsewhere.  Sir  Richard  Lee's  cloak 
was  greatly  envied  by  the  *  Kinge  of 
Swetbland,'  whom  he  visited  on  his 
homeward  journey.  He  brought  back 

*  divers  other  rich  furres  and  rari- 
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ties ...  the  j^freatest  part  whereof  tbe 
Qneene  tooke  of  him,  and  promised 
Inm  recompense  for  them,  which  she 
never  performed ;  which  was  partly 
the  cause  that  he  concealed  this 
garment  from  her  daring  her  life.' 
Thns  it  came  to  the  Bodleian,  where 
it  is  no  longer  to  be  found,  although 
an  *ark  of  sweet^smelling  wood' 
was  prepared  for  its  reception.  This 
was  a  more  worthy  marvel  than  Gruy 
Faux's  lantern — still  to  be  admired 
in  the  Picture  Gallery.  It  was  given 
to  the  tJniversity  in  1639  by  Robert 
Heywood,  the  son  of  a  'Justice 
Heywood '  who  assisted  in  search- 
ing the  cellars  of  the  Parliament 
House,  and  arrested  Faux  with  the 
lantern  in  his  hand«  It  has  a  neigh- 
bour in  a  chair  made  from  the  wood 
of  the  Golden  Hind,  the  ship  in 
which  Sir  Francis  Drake  sailed 
round  the  world.  It  is  hardly  fair 
to  number  among  similar  curiosities 
the  fragment  of  Charles  the  First's 


waistcoat  (so  called)  in  which  a 
New  Testament  exhibited  in  one  of 
the  glass  cases  is  bound.  More  in- 
teresting, because  certainly  authen- 
tic, are  the  specimens  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  skill  in  embroidery.  A 
New  Testament  which  belonged  to 
her  is  bound  in  a  covering  worked 
by  herself,  with  various  mottos— as 
*  Celum  patria,'  *  Scopus  viteD  Xpus.' 
Another  book,  sent  by  her  from 
Ashridge  in  1644,  to  '  our  most 
noble  and  vertuous  Queue  Elatherin ' 
(Katherine  Parr),  is  embroidered 
with  the  Queen's  initials,  on  a  ground 
of  blue  silk.' 

An  annual  speech,  in  honour  of 
Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  is  still  made 
*in  schol&  linguarum.'  But  it  is 
little  needed.  His  memorial  will  en- 
dure so  long  as  Oxford  *  stands 
where  it  does,'  and  while  one  stone 
of  his  great  Library  remains  on 
another. 

Richard  John  Edtg. 
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LECTURES  ON"  MR.  DARWIN'S  PHILOSOPHY  OF  LANGUAGE. 
By  Professor  Max  Muller. 


SECOND    LECTURE, 
Dblivkbed  at  thb  Boyal  Institution,  Mabch  29,  1873. 


r'  we  want  to  understand  the 
history  of  the  Norman  Conqnest, 
the  Reformation,  the  French  Re- 
volution, or  any  other  great  crisis 
in  the  political,  religions,  and  social 
state  of  the  world,  we  know  that 
we  mnst  study  the  history  of  the 
times  immediately  preceding  those 
momentous  changes.  Nor  shall  we 
ever  understand  the  real  character 
of  a  great  philosophical  crisis  unless 
we  have  made  ourselves  thoroughly 
femiliar  with  its  antecedents.  With- 
out going  so  far  as  Hegel,  who  saw 
in  the  whole  history  of  philosophy 
an  unbroken  dialectic  evolution,  it 
is  easy  to  see  that  there  certainly  is 
a  greater  continuity  in  the  history 
of  philosophic  thought  than  in  the 
history  of  politics,  and  it  therefore 
seemed  to  me  essential  to  dwell  in 
my  first  Lecture  on  the  exact  stage 
which  the  philosophical  struggle  of 
our  century  had  reached  before  Mr. 
Darwin's  publications  appeared,  in 
order  to  enable  us  to  appreciate 
fully  his  historical  position,  not 
only  as  an  eminent  physiologist, 
but  as  the  restorer  of  that  great 
empire  in  the  world  of  thought 
which  claims  as  its  founders  the 
glorious  names  of  Locke  and  Hume. 
It  might  indeed  be  said  of  Mr. 
Darwin  what  was  once  said  of  the 
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restorer  of  another  empire,  *  H  n'est 
pas  parvenu,  il  est  arrive.'  The 
philosophical  empire  of  Locke  and 
Hume  had  fallen  under  the  blows 
of  Kant's  Gritidsm  of  Fv/re  Reason. 
But  the  successors  of  Kant — ^Pichte, 
Schelling,  and  Hegel — disregarding 
the  checks  by  which  Kant  had  so 
carefully  defined  the  legitimate  ex- 
ercise of  the  rights  of  Pure  Reason, 
indulged  in  such  flights  of  tran- 
scendent fancy,  that  a  reaction  be- 
came inevitable.  First  came  the 
violent  protest  of  Schopenhauer, 
and  his  exhortation  to  return  to  the 
old  fundamental  principles  of  Kant's 
philosophy.  These,  owing  to  their 
very  violence,  passed  unheeded. 
Then  followed  a  complete  disorgani- 
sation of  philosophic  thought,  and 
this  led  in  the  end  to  a  desperate 
attempt  to  restore  the  old  dynasty 
of  Locke  and  Hume.  During  the 
years  immediately  preceding  the 
publication  of  Darwin's  Origin  of 
S2}ocics  (i860)  and  his  Descent  of 
Man,  the  old  problems  which  had 
been  discussed  in  the  days  of  Berke- 
ley, Hume,  and  Kant,  turned  up 
again  in  full  force.  We  had  to  read 
again  that  sensuous  impressions 
were  the  sole  constituent  elements 
of  the  human  intellect ;  that  general 
ideas  were  all    developed  sponta- 
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neonsly  from  single  impressions ; 
that  tiie  only  difference  between 
sensations  and  ideas  was  the  &int* 
ness  of  the  latter ;  that  what  we 
mean  by  substance  is  only  a  collec- 
tion of  particular  ideas,  united  by 
imagination,  and  comprehended 
by  a  particular  name;^  and  that 
what  we  are  pleased  to  call  our 
mind,  is  but  a  delusion,  though  who 
the  deluder  is  and  who  the  deluded, 
would  seem  to  be  a  question  too 
indiscreet  to  ask. 

But  the  principal  assault  in  this 
struggle  came  from  a  new  quarter. 
It  was  not  to  be  the  old  battle 
over  again,  we  were  told;  but  the 
fight  was  to  be  carried  on  with 
modem  and  irresistible  weapons. 
The  new  philosophy,  priding  itself, 
as  all  philosophies  have  done,  on  its 
positive  character,  professed  to  de- 
spise the  endless  argumentations  of 
the  schools,  and  to  appeal  for  evi- 
dence to  matter  of  feit  only.  Our 
mind,  whether  consisting  of  material 
impressions  or  intellectual  concepts, 
was  now  to  be  submitted  to  the 
dissecting  knife  and  the  micro- 
scope. We  were  shown  the  nervous 
tubes,  afferent  and  efferent,  through 
which  the  shocks  from  without  pass 
on  to  the  sensitive  and  motive  cells; 
the  commissural  tubes  holding  these 
cells  together  were  laid  bare  before 
us;  the  exact  place  in  the  brain 
was  pointed  out  where  the  messages 
from  without  were  delivered;  and 
it  seemed  as  if  nothing  were  wanting 
but  a  more  powerful  lens  to  enable 
us  to  see  with  our  own  eyes  how, 
in  the  workshop  of  the  brain,  as  in 
a  photographic  apparatus,  the  pic- 
tures of  the  senses  and  the  ideas  of 
the  intellect  were  being  turned  out 
in  endless  variety. 

And  this  was  not  all.  The  old 
stories  about  the  reasoning  of  ani- 
mals, so  powerfully  handled  in  the 
school  of  Hume,  were  brought  out 
again.  Innumerable  anecdotes  that 
had  been   told  from  the   time  of 


Aelian  to  the  days  of  BeimamSy 
were  told  once  more,  in  order  to 
show  that  the  intellect  of  animals 
did  not  only  match,  but  that  in 
many  cases  it  truiscended  the 
powers  of  the  human  intellect.  One 
might  have  imagined  oneself  liv- 
ing again  in  the  days  of  La  Mettrie, 
who,  after havingpublished  his  work, 
Man,  a  Machine,  followed  it  up  by 
another  work.  Brutes,  more  than 
Machines.  It  is  true  there  were 
some  philosophers  who  protested 
energetically  against  reopening  that 
question,  which  had  been  closed  by 
common  consent,  and  which  certain- 
ly ought  not  to  have  been  reopened 
by  positive  philosophers.  For  if  there 
is  a  terra  incognito  which  excludes  all 
positive  knowledge,  it  is  the  mind 
of  animals.  We  may  imagine  any- 
thing we  please  about  the  inner  life^ 
the  motives,  the  foresight,  the  feel- 
ings and  aspirations  of  animals — ^we^ 
can  know  absolutely  nothing.  How 
little  analogy  can  help  us  in  inter- 
preting  their  acts  is  best  proved  by 
the  fact,  that  a  philosopher  lili 
Descartes  could  bring  himself  to 
consider  animals  as  mere  machines, 
while  Leibniz  was  unwilling  to 
deny  to  them  the  possession  of  im- 
mortal souls.  We  need  not  wonder 
at  such  discrepancies,  considenng 
thenature  of  the  evidence.  Whatcan 
we  know  of  the  inner  life  of  a  mol- 
lusc ?  We  may  imagine  that  it  lives 
in  total  darkness,  that  it  is  hardly 
more  than  a  mass  of  pulp ;  but  we 
may  equally  well  imagine  that,  being 
free  from  all  the  disturbances  pro- 
duced by  the  impressions  of  the 
senses,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  all 
those  causes  of  error  to  which  man 
is  liable,  it  may  possess  a  much  truer 
and  deeper  insight  into  the  essence 
of  the  Absolute,  a  much  fuller  ap- 
prehension of  eternal  truths  than 
the  human  soul.  It  may  be  so,  or 
it  may  not  be  so,  for  there  is  no 
limit  to  an  anthropomorphic  bter- 
pretation  of  the  life  of  animals.  But 


1  Hume,  Treatise  on  Human  Nature,  bookH.  sec.  i.  p.  33. 
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the  tacit  understanding,  or  rather 
the  clear  compromise,  estahlished 
among  the  philosophers  of  the  last 
century,  and  declaring  the  oldbattle- 
-  field,  on  which  so  much  useless  ink 
had  been  shed  over  the  question 
of  the  intellect  of  animals,  to  be  for 
ever  neutralised,  ought  hardly  to 
have  been  disturbed,  least  of  all  by 
those  who  profess  to  trust  in  nothing 
but  positive  fact. 

Nor  do  I  think  that  philosophers 
would  have  allowed  the  reopening 
of  the  flood-gates  of  animal  anthro- 
pomorphism, if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  simultaneous  rise  of  Mr.  Dar- 
win's theories.  If  it  can  be  proved 
that  man  derives  his  origin  genea- 
logically, and,  in  the  widest  sense 
of  the  word,  historically,  from  some 
lower  animal,  it  is  useless  to  say 
another  word  on  the  mind  of  man 
being'  different  from  the  mind  of 
animals.  The  two  are  identical, 
and  no  argument  would  be  re- 
quired any  longer  to  support  Hume's 
opinions ;  they  would  henceforth 
rest  on  positive  facts.  This  shows 
the  immense  importance  of  Mr. 
Darwin's  speculations  in  solving, 
once  for  all,  by  evidence  that  admits 
of  no  demurrer,  the  long-pending 
questions  between  man  and  animal, 
and,  in  its  farther  consequences, 
between  mind  and  matter,  between 
spirituaHsm  and  materialism,  be- 
tween Berkeley  and  Hume ;  and  it 
shows  at  the  same  time  that  the 
final  verdict  on  his  philosophy  must 
be  signed,  not  by  zoologists  and 
physiologists  only,  but  by  psycho- 
logists also,  nay,  it  may  be,  by 
German  metaphysicians. 

Few  men  who  are  not  zoologists 
and  physiologists  by  profession  can 
have  read  Mr.  Darwin's  books  On 
the  Origin  of  Species  and  On  the 
DescerU  of  Man  with  deeper  interest 
than  I  have,  and  with  a  more  in- 


tense admiration  of  his  original- 
ity, independence,  and  honesty  of 
thought.  I  know  of  few  books  so 
useful  to  the  student  of  the  Science 
of  Language,  in  teaching  him  the 
true  method  for  discovering  simi- 
larity beneath  diversity,  the  general 
behind  the  individual,  the  essential 
hidden  by  the  accidental ;  and  help- 
ing him  to  understand  the  possibility 
of  change  by  natural  means.  There 
may  be  gaps  and  flaws  in  the  genea- 
logical  pedigree  of  organic  life,  as 
drawn  by  Mr.  Darwin  and  his  fol- 
lowers ;  there  may  be  or  there  may 
not  be  a  possibihty  of  resisting 
their  arguments  when,  beginning 
with  a  group  of  animals,  boldly 
called  'organisms  without  organs,'* 
such  as  the  Bathyhius  Haeckelti^ 
they  advance  step  by  step  to  the 
crown  and  summit  of  the  animal 
kingdom,  and  to  the  primus  inter 
primates,  man. 

This  is  a  point  to  be  settled  by 
physiologists;  and  if  Carl  Vogt  may 
be  accepted  as  their  recognised  re- 
presentative and  spokesman,  the 
question  would  seem  to  be  settled,  at 
least  so  far  as  the  savants  of  Europe 
are  concerned.  *  No  one,'  he  says, 
*•  at  least  in  Europe,  dares  any 
longer  to  maintain  the  independent 
and  complete  creation  of  species.'* 
The  reservation,  *at  least  in  Eu- 
rope,' is  meant,  as  is  well  known, 
for  Agassiz  in  America,  who  still 
holds  out,  and  is  bold  enough  to 
teach,  *  that  the  different  species  of 
the  animal  kingdom  furnish  an  un- 
expected proof  that  the  whole  plan 
of  creation  was  maturely  weighed 
and  fixed,  long  before  it  was  carried 
out.'*  Professor  Haeckel,  however, 
the  fiery  apostle  of  Darwinism  in 
Germany,  speaks  more  difl&dently 
on  the  subject.  In  his  last  work  on 
Kalkschwdmme  (p.  xii.),  just  pub- 
lished, he  writes:   *The  majority, 


Haeckel,  Natutiiehe  Sehopfungsgesekiehte,  p.  165. 

*  Personne,  en  Europe  au  moins,  n'ose  plus  soutenir  la  cr^tion  ind^pendante  et 
da  toutes  pikes  des  cspices.*    Quoted  by  Banrioi  in  his  Descent  of  Man,  voL  i.  p.  i. 
*  See  Duzand,  Origines,  pp.  77,  78. 
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and  among  it  some  femons  biolo- 
gists of  the  first  class,  are  still  of 
opinion  that  the  problem  of  the 
origin  of  species  has  only  been  re- 
opened by  Darwin,  but  by  no  means 
solved.' 

Bat,  however  that  may  be,  and 
whatever  modification  Mr.  Dar- 
win's system  may  receive  at  the 
hands  of  professed  physiologists, 
the  hononr  of  having  cleared  the 
Angean  stable  of  endless  species,  of 
having  explained  many  things  which 
formerly  seemed  to  reqnire  the  in- 
terference of  direct  creation,  by  the 
slow  action  of  nat;nral  causes,  of 
having  made  as  see  the  influence 
exercised  by  the  individual  on  the 
&mily,  and  by  the  family  on  the  in- 
dividual, of  living  given  us,  in  flekct, 
a  few  really  new  and  fresh  ideas, 
will  always  remain  his  own. 

In  saying  this,  however,  I  do  not 
wish  to  imply  assent  to  Mr.  Darwin's 
views  on  the  development  of  all 
species  ;  I  only  wish  to  say  that,  in 
the  presence  of  such  high  autho- 
rities, one  ought  to  refrain  from 
expressing  an  opinion,  and  be  saiis- 
fied  to  wait*  I  am  old  enough  to 
remember  the  equally  authoritative 
statements  of  the  most  eminent 
naturalists  with  regard  to  the  races 
of  man.  When  my  own  researches 
on  language  and  the  intellectual 
development  of  man  led  me  to  the 
conclusion  that,  if  we  had  only 
iofficient  time  (some  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  years)  allowed  us,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  an 
inteUigible  account  of  the  common 
origin  of  all  languages,  I  was  met 
with  the  assurance  that,  even  hypo- 
thetically,  sach  a  view  was  impos- 
sible, because  the-  merest  tyro  in 
anatomy  knew  that  the  different 
races  of  man  constituted  so  many 
species,  that  species  were  the  result 
of  independent  creative  acts,  and 
that  the  black,  brown,  red,  yellow, 
and  white  races  could  not  possibly 


be  conceived  as  descended  from  one 
source.  MenlikePrichardand  Hum- 
boldt,  who  maintained  the  possi- 
bility of  a  common  origin,  were 
accused  of  being  influenced  by 
extraneous  motives.  I  myself  was 
charged  with  a  superstitions  belief 
in  the  Mosaic  ethnology.  And 
why?  Simply  because,  in  the 
Science  of  limguage,  I  was  a  Dar- 
winian before  Darwin  ;  simply  be- 
cause I  had  protested  against  adm- 
tific  as  stron  gly  as  against  theological 
dogmatism;  simply  because  I  wish- 
ed to  see  the  question  of  the  posa- 
bility  of  a  common  origin  of  lan- 
guages treated,  at  least,  as  an  open 
question.*  And  what  has  happened 
now?  All  the  arguments  about 
hybridity,  infertility,  local  centres, 
permanent  types,  are  swept  away 
under  the  powOTful  broom  of  de- 
velopment, and  we  are  told  that 
not  only  the  different  varieties  of 
man,  but  monkeys,  horses,  cats, 
and  dogs,  have  all  one,  or  at  the 
utmost  four  progenitors ;  nay,  tiiat 
'no  living  creature,  in  Enropo  at 
least,  dares  to  affirm  the  indep^- 
dent  creation  of  species.'  Under 
these  circnmstances  it  seems  bat 
flair  to  follow  the  old  Greek  rule  of 
abstaining,  and  to  wait  whether  in 
the  progress  of  physical  research 
the  arguments  of  t^e  evolationists 
will  really  remain  unanswerable  and 
unanswered. 

The  two  points  where  the  system 
of  Mr.  Darwin,  and  more  particu- 
larly of  his  followers,  seems  mort 
vulnerable  to  the  general  student, 
are  the  beginning  and  the  end. 
With  regard  to  the  b^pnning  of 
organic  l^e,  Mr.  Darwin  himself  has 
exercised  a  wise  discretion.  He 
does  not,  as  we  saw,  postulate  one 
primordial  form,  nor  has  he  ever 
attempted  to  explain  the  first  be- 
ginnings of  organic  life.  He  is 
not  responsible,  therefore,  for  the 
theories  of  his  disciples,  who  either 


*  See  <  The  Possibility  of  a  Common  Origin  ofLangaage,'  in  my  letter  to  Bnnsen  'Oo 
the  Turanian  Languages,'  published  in  Bunsen's  ChrisHanity  and  Mankind,  1854. 
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try  to  bridge  oyer  the  chasm  be- 
tween inorganic  and  organic  bodies 
by  mere  *"Wlio  knows?*  or  who 
fall  back  on  scientific  mythology; 
for  to  speak  of  self-generation  is  to 
speak  mythologically. 

Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  writes  thns 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Martineau,  who 
had  dwelt  on  the  existence  of  this 
chasm  between  the  living  and  the 
not-living  as  a  &tal  d&cnlty  in 
the  way  of  the  general  doctrine  of 
evolndon:  'Here,  again,  our  ig- 
norance is  employed  to  play  the 
part  of  knowledge :  the  &ct  that 
we  do  not  know  distinctly  how  an 
alleged  transition  has  taken  place, 
is  transformed  into  the  fkct  that  no 
transition  has  taken  place.' 
.  The  answer  to  this  is  clear.  Why 
allege  a  transition,  if  we  do  not 
know  anything  about  it?  It  is  in 
alleging  such  a  transition  that  we 
raise  onr  ignorance  to  the  rank  of 
knowledge.  We  need  not  say  that 
a  transition  is  impossible,  if  impos- 
sible means  inconceivable ;  but  we 
ought  not  to  say  either  that  it  is 
possible,  unless  we  mean  by  pos- 
sible no  more  than  conceivable. 

Mr.  Spencer  then  continues: 
*  Merely  noting  tins,  however,  I 
go  on  to  remark  that  scientific  dis- 
covery is  day  by  day  narrowing 
the  chasm.  Not  many  years  since 
it  was  held  as  certain  that  chemical 
compounds  distinguished  as  or- 
ganic could  not  be  formed  arti- 
ficially. Now,  more  than  a  thousand 
oi^anio  compounds  have  been  form- 
ed artificially.  Chemists  have  disco- 
vered the  art  of  building  them  up 
from  the  simpler  to  the  more  com- 
plex ;  and  do  not  doubt  that  they  will 
eventually  produce  the  most  com- 
plex. Moreover,  the  phenomena 
attending  isomeric  change  g^ve  a 
clue  to  those  movements  which  are 
the  only  indications  we  have  of 
Hfe  in  its  lowest  forms.  In  various 
colloidal  substances,  including  the 
albumenoid,  isomeric  change  is 
accompanied  by  contraction  or  ex- 
pansion,  and  consequent  motion ; 


and^  in  such  primordial  types  as 
the  Protogenes  of  Haeckel,  which 
do  not  d^er  in  appearance  from 
minute  portions  df  albumen,  the 
observed  motions  are  comprehen- 
sible as  accompanying  isomeric 
changes  caused  by  variations  in 
surrounding  physical  actions.  The 
probability  of  this  interpretation 
will  be  seen  on  remembering  the 
evidence  we  have,  that  in  the 
higher  organisms  the  functions  are 
essentially  effected  by  isomeric 
changes  from  one  te  another  of  the 
multitudinous  forms  which  protein 
assumes.' 

This  is,  no  doubt,  very  able 
pleading  on  the  part  of  an  advo- 
cate, but  I  doubt  whether  it  would 
convince  Mr.  Spencer  himself,  as  a 
judge.  I  see  no  narrowing  of  the 
chaism  between  inorganic  and  or- 
ganic bodies,  because  certain  sub- 
stances, called  organic,  have  lately 
been  built  up  in  the  laboratory. 
These  so-called  organic  substances 
are  not  living  bodies,  but  simply  the 
secretions  of  living  bodies.  The 
question  was  not,  whether  we  can 
imitate  some  of  the  productions 
turned  out  of  the  laboratory  of  a 
living  body,  but  whether  we  can 
build  up  a  living  body. 

Secondly,  unless  Mr.  Spencer  is 
prepared  to  maintain  that  life  is 
nothing  but  isomeric  change,  the 
mere  fact  that  there  is  an  apparent 
similarity  between  the  movemente 
of  the  lowest  of  living  bodies  and 
the  expansion  and  contraction  pro- 
duced in  not-living  substances  by 
isomeric  change,  carries  no  weight. 
Even  though  the  movemente  of  the 
Protogenes  Haeckelii  were  in  ap- 
pearance the  same  as  those  produced 
m  chemical  substances  by  isomeric 
change,  no  one  knows  better  than 
Mr.  Spencer,  that  life  is  not  merely 
movement,  but  that  it  involves 
assimilation,  oxidation  and  repro- 
duction, at  least  reproduction  by 
fission.  No  chemist  has  yet  pro- 
duced albumen,  much  less  a  mo* 
neres;    and  till  that  is  done  we 
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have  as  much  right  to  protest 
against  the  hypothetical  admission 
of  a  transition  from  no-life  into  life 
as  Mr.  Spencer  would  have  to  pro- 
test against  the  assertion  that  such 
a  transition  is  impossible. 

By  the   frequent    repetition    of 
such  words  as  generaivo  spontcmeOj 
atUogony^   plasmogony,    Vrzeugung^ 
and  all  the  rest,  we  get  accustomed 
to  the  sound  of  these  words,  and  at 
last  imagine  that  th^  can  be  trans- 
lated into  thought.  But  the  Science 
of  Language  teaches  us  that  it  is 
always  dangerous  to  do  violence  to 
words.       Self-generation    is    self- 
contradictory;  for  as  long  as  we  use 
generation  in  its  original  sense,  it  is 
impossible  that  the  object  of  genera- 
tion should  be  the  same  as  the  sub- 
ject.    Why,  therefore,  use  the  word 
generation  ?      We    should    never 
venture  to  say  that  a  man  was  his 
own  father  or  his  own  son;  and  if 
anyone  believes  that  the  production 
of  life  is  possible  by  means  of  purely 
mechanical    combinations,    a    new 
word  should  be  coined  for  this  new 
idea.     What  is  really  intended,  is  a 
complete  reformation  of  the    two 
concepts  of  organic  and  inorganic 
substance,    of  lifeless   and    Uving 
bodies.    The  two  are  no  longer  to  be 
consideredasmutuallyexclusive,  but 
as  co-ordinate,  and  both  subordinate 
to  some  higher  concept.     Life  may 
hereafter  be  discovered  as  the  result 
of  a  chemical  combination^  of  given 
substances ;  a  peculiar  mode  offeree 
or  being,  dependent  on  ascertainable 
conditions,  and  analogous  to  heat 
and  electricity.    Or  it  may  be  proved 
that  millions  of  years  ago  the  chemi- 
cal state  of  the  earth  was  different, 
and  that  what  is  impossible  n  ow  in  our 
laboratories  was  possible  then  in  the 
primeval  laboratory  of  nafcure.    But, 
for  the  present,  it  seems  to  me  a 
violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  of 
scientific  research,  were  we  to  use 
such  an  hypothesis  as  a  real  explana- 


tion of  the  problem  of  life,  or  were  we 
to  attempt  to  use  autogony  as  a  real 
word.  The  origin  of  life  is  as  un- 
known to  us  as  it  was  to  Zoroaster, 
Moses,  or  Vasish^Aa;  and  Mr.  Darwin 
shows  a  truly  Elantian  spirit  in  ab- 
staining from  any  expression  of 
opinion  on  this  old  riddle  of  the 
world. 

But  while  with  regard  to  the 
first  point,  viz.  the  beginning  of 
life,  Mr.  Darwin  would  seem  to 
hold  a  neutral  position,  we  shall 
see  that  with  regard  to  the 
second  point,  viz.  the  develop- 
ment of  some  higher  animal  into 
man,  Mr.  Darwin  is  responsible 
himself.  He  feels  convinc^  that, 
if  not  lineally,  at  all  events  laterally, 
man  is  the  descendant  of  an  ape. 
Much  stress  has  lately  been  laid  on 
this,  as  a  kind  of  salve  to  onr 
wounded  pride,  that  man  need  not 
consider  himself  as  the  lineal  de- 
scendant of  any  living  kind  of  w^? 
We  might,  indeed,  if  we  had  any 
feelings  of  reverence  for  our  an- 
cestors, hope  to  discover  their  fossil 
bones  in  the  tertiary  strata  of  South- 
em  Asia  and  Africa,  but  we  need 
not  be  afraid  of  ever  meeting  them 
fSiCQ  to  &ce,  even  in  a  South  African 
congregation.  I  confess  I  do  not 
see  that  this  constitutes  any  real 
difference,  nay,  the  statement  that 
man  is  only  laterally,  not  lineallf, 
descended  from  a  catarrhine  ape, 
seems  to  me  to  rest  on  a  complete 
confusion  of  thought. 

Supposing  the  first  ancestor  of 
all  living  beings  to  have  been  a 
Moneres^  as  Haeckel  tells  us,  and 
that  this  moneres  developed  into 
an  Amoeba,  and  that  the  AmcelMS 
after  passing  through  sixteen^  more 
stages  of  animal  life,  emerged  as  a 
Frodmia,  a  half-ape,  which  Prosimia 
became  ^Menocerca,  or  tailed  ape, 
then  an  Anihropoid  ape,  like  the  go- 
rilla, then  a  Fiihecanthropus  or  an 
ape-man,  till  at  last  the  ape-man  (a 


'  Strauss,  p.  171. 
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purely  mythological  being)  begat  a 
man  ;  surely,  in  that  case,  man  is 
the  lineal  descendant  of  an  ape, 
though  his  first  ancestor  was  the 
small  speck  of  protoplasm,  called  a 
Moneres,  that  has  not  yet  reached 
even  the  dignity  of  a  cell.^  The 
admission  of  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands of  intermediate  links  between 
the  gorilla  and  man  wonld  not 
make  the  smallest  difference,  as 
long  as  the  genealogical  continuity 
is  not  broken.  Even  if  we  repre- 
sented to  ourselves  the  genealogical 
tree  of  the  animal  family  as  a  real 
tree,  sending  out  by  genmiation 
leaves  and  branches,  representing 
the  different  species  of  animals  from 
ihe  amoeba  to  the  ape,  and  deve- 
loping its  leader  into  man,  we 
chould  gain  nothing ;  for  if  the  pri- 
mordial moneres  is  our  common 
ancestor,  all  his  descendants  are 
brothers ;  all  have,  strictly  speaking, 
some  molecule  of  that  living  sub- 
stance which  existed  in  the  first 
living  individual;  all  are  liable, 
therefore,  to  the  capricious  working 
of  an  unsuspected  at^rism. 

Nor  do  I  see  any  necessity  for 
fioftening  the  true  aspect  of  Dar- 
win's theory,  or  disguising  its  con- 
sequences. The  question  is  not 
whether  the  belief  that  animals  so 
distant  as  a  man,  a  monkey,  an 
elephant,  and  a  humming  bird,  a 
«nake,  a  frog,  and  a  fish  could  all 
have  sprung  from  the  same  parents 
is  monstrous  ;*®  but  simply  and 
•olely,  whether  it  is  true.  If  it 
is  true,  we  shall  soon  learn  to  di- 
gest it.  Appeals  to  the  pride  or 
humility  of  man,  to  scientific  cou- 
rse or  rehgious  piety,  are  all 
equally  out  of  place.  If  it  could 
be  proved  that  our  bodily  habitat 
had  not  been  created  in  all  its  per- 
fection from  the  first,  but  had  been 
allowed  to  develop  fop  ages  before 
it  became  fit  to  hold  a  human  soul, 
should  we  have  any  right  to  com* 


plain  ?  Do  we  complain  of  the  in- 
justice or  indignity  of  our  having 
individually  to  be  bom  or  to  die  r 
of  our  passing  through  the  different 
stages  of  embryonic  life,  of  our  being 
made  of  dust,  that  is,  of  exactly  the 
same  chemical  materials  from  which 
the  bodies  of  animals  are  built  up  ? 
Fact  against  fact,  argument  against 
argument,  that  is  the  rule  of 
scientific  warfare,  a  warfare  in 
which  to  confess  oneself  convinced 
or  vanquished  by  truth  is  often  figur  * 
more  honourable  than  victory. 

But  while  protesting  against  these 
sentimental  outcries,  we  ought  not 
to  allow  ourselves  to  be  intimi- 
dated by  scientific  clamour.  It 
seems  to  me  a  mere  dogmatic  asser- 
tion to  say  "  that  it  would  be  un- 
scientific to  consider  the  hand  of  a 
man  or  a  monkey,  the  foot  of  a 
horse,  the  flipper  of  a  seal,  the 
wing  of  a  bat,  as  having  been 
fot*med  on  the  same  ideal  plan ! 
Even  if  *  their  descent  from  a  com* 
mon  progenitor,  together  with  their 
adaptation  to  diversified  conditions,' 
were  proved  by  irrefragable  evi- 
dence, the  conception  of  an  ideal 
plan  would  remain  perfectly  legi- 
timate. If  this  one  member  could 
be  80  modified  as  to  become  in 
course  of  time  a  wing,  a  flipper,  a 
hoof,  or  a  hand,  there  is  nothing 
unscientific,  nothing  unphiloso- 
phical  in  the  idea  that  it  may  from 
the  first  have  been  intended  for 
these  later  purposes  and  higher  de- 
velopments. Not  every  member 
has  become  a  hand ;  and  why  P 
Three  reasons  only  are  admissible  ; 
either  because  there  was  for  the 
hand  a  germ  which,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, would  have  developed 
into  a  hand,  and  into  a  hand  only ; 
or  because  there  were  outward  cir- 
cumstanceswhich  would  have  forced 
any  member  into  the  shape  of  a 
hand ;  or  lastly,  because  there  was 
from  the   beginning  a  correlation 


•  Haeckel,  p.  i68.  "  Darwin,  Descent^  vol.  i.  p.  203. 
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between  that  particiilar  member 
and  the  circumstances  to  which  it 
became  adapted.  I  can  nnderstand 
the  view  of  the  evolutionist,  who 
looks  upon  an  organ  as  so  much 
protoplasm,  which,  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, might  assume  any  con- 
ceivable form,  and  who  treats  all 
environing  circumstances  as  facts 
requiring  no  explanation ;  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  Kant's 
view  is  unphilosophical  when  he 
says :  '  Ever^  change  in  a  substance 
depends  on  its  connection  with  and 
reciprocal  action  of  otiier  sub- 
stances, and  that  reciprocal  action 
cannot  be  explained,  except  through 
.  a  Divine  mind,  as  the  common  cause 
of  both.'  ^^  At  all  events  the  con- 
oeption  that  all  these  modifications 
in  tiie  ascending  scale  of  animal 
life  are  the  resmt  of  natural  selec- 
tion, transcends  the  horizon  of  our 
understanding  quite  as  much  as 
the  conception  that  the  whole  crea- 
tion was  foreseen  at  once,  and  that 
what  seems  to  us  the  result  of 
adaptation  through  myriads  of 
years,  was  seen  as  a  whole  from 
beginning  to  end  by  the  wisdom  and 
power  of  a  creative  Self.  Both 
views  are  transcendent,  both  be- 
long to  the  domain  of  fidth ;  but  if 
it  were  possible  to  measure  the 
wonders  of  this  universe  by  de- 
grees, I  confess  that,  to  my  mind, 
the  self-evolution  of  a  cell  which 
contains  within  itself  the  power  of 
becoming  a  man,  or  the  admission  of 
a  protoplasm  which  in  a  given  num- 
ber of  years  would  develop  into  a 
hoiftmncuhis  or  a  Shakespeare— nay, 
the  mere  formation  of  a  nucleus 
which  would  change  the  moneres 
into  an  amoeba,  would  far  exceed  in 
marvellousness  all  the  speculations 
of  Plato  and  the  wonders  of  Genesis. 
The  two  extremes  of  scientific  re- 
search and  mythological  specula- 
tion seem  sometimes  on  the  point 
of  meeting;  and  when  I  listen  to 
the  language  of  the  most  advanced 


biologists,  I  almost  imagine  I  am 
listening  to  one  of  the  most  ancient 
hymns  of  the  Yeda,  and  that  we 
shall  soon  have  to  say  again :  '  lu 
the  beginning  there  was  &e  golden 


!t  is  easy  to  understand  that  the 
Darwinian  school,  having  brought 
itself  to  look  upon  the  divers  forms 
of  living  animals  as  the  result  of 
gradual  development,  should  have 
considered  it  an  act  of  intellectual 
cowardice  to  stop  short  before  man. 
The  g^p  between  man  and  the 
higher  aped  is  so  very  small,  where- 
as the  gap  between  the  ape  and  the 
moneres  is  enormous.  I^  then,  the 
latter  could  be  cleared,  how  could 
we  hesitate  about  the  former? 
Few  of  those  who  have  read  Darwin 
or  Haeckel  could  fsdl  to  feel  the 
force  of  this  appeal ;  and  so  far  from 
showing  a  want  of  courage,  those 
who  resist  it  require  really  all  the 
force  of  intellectual  convictions  to 
keep  them  from  leaping  with  the 
rest.  I  cannot  follow  Mr.  Darwm 
because  I  hold  that  this  question  is 
not  to  be  decided  in  an  anatomical 
theatre  only.  There  is  to  my  mind 
one  difficulty  which  Mr.  Darwin 
has  not  sufficiently  appreciated,  aod 
which  I  certainly  do  not  feel  able  to 
remove.  There  is  between  the 
whole  animal  kingdom  on  one  side, 
and  man,  even  in  his  lowest  state, 
on  the  other,  a  barrier  which  no 
animal  has  ever  crossed,  and  thst 
barrier  is — Lcmguage.  By  no  effort 
of  the  understanding,  by  no  stretch 
of  imagination,  can  I  explain  to 
myself  how  language  could  have 
grown  out  of  anyt^ng  which 
animals  possess,  even  if  we  granted 
them  millions  of  years  for  that  par- 
pose.  If  anythmg  has  a  ri^it  to 
the  name  of  specific  difference,  it  is 
language,  as  we  find  it  in  man,  and 
in  man  only.  Even  if  we  removed 
the  name  of  specific  difference  from 
our  philosophic  dictionaries,  I 
should  still  hold  that  nothing  de- 
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serves  tlie  name  of  man  except  what 
is  able  to  speak.  If  Mr.  Mill^^  main- 
tains that  a  rational  elephant  could 
not  be  called  a  man,  all  depends  on 
what  he  means  by  rational.     Bat  it 
may  certainly  be  said  with  eqnal, 
and    even    greater    truth,  that    a 
speaking  elephant  or  an  elephantine 
speaker   cotdd  never  be  c^ed  an 
elephant.      I  can  bring  myself   to 
imagine  with  evolutionist  philoso- 
phers that* that  most  wonderful  of 
organs,  the  eye,  has  been  developed 
ont  of  a  pigmentary  spot,  and  the 
ear  out  of  a  particularly  sore  place 
in  the  skin  ;  that,  in  hct,  an  animal 
without  any  organs  of  sense  may 
in  time  grow  into  an  animal  with 
organs    of   sense.       I   say   I    can 
imagine  it,  and  I  should  not  feel 
justified  in  classing  such  a  theory 
as     ntterly    inconceivable.        But, 
taking  all  that  is  called  animal  on 
one  side,  and  man  on  the  other,  I 
most  call  it  inconceivable  that  any 
known  animal  could  ever  develop 
language.       Professor    Schleicher, 
ihongh  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of 
Darwin,  observed  once  jokingly,  but 
not  without  a  deep  meaning,  '  If  a 
pig  were  ever  to  say  to  me,  *'I  am  a 
pig,"  it  would  ipso  facto  cease  to  be 
a  pig*'     This  shows  how  strongly  he 
fialt  that  language  was  out  of  the 
reach  of  any  anmial,  and  the  exclu- 
sive or  specific  property  of   man. 
I  do  not  wonder  tnat  Mr.  Darwin 
and  other  philosophers  belonging  to 
bis  school  should  not  feel  the  diffi- 
culty of  language  as  it  was  felt  bv 
Professor  Schleicher,  who,  though 
a  Darwinian,  was  also  one  of  our 
best  students  of   the    Science    of 
Language.    But  those  who  know 
best  what  language  is,   and,  still 
more,  what  it  presupposes,  cannot, 
however  Darwinian  they  may  be  on 
other  points,  ignore  the  veto  which, 
as  yet,  that  science  enters  against 
the  last  step  in  Darwin's  philosophy. 
That  philosophy  would  not  be  vi- 
tiated by  admitting  an  independent 


beginning  for  man.  For  if  Mr. 
Darwin  admits,  in  opposition  to  the 
evolutionist  pur  et  simple^  fonr  or  five 
progenitors  for  the  whole  of  the 
animal  kingdom,  which  are  most 
likely  intended  for  the  Badiata, 
Molltisca,  Articulataj  and  Vertebrata^ 
there  would  be  nothing  radically 
wrong  in  admitting  a  fifth  progeni- 
tor for  man.  As  Mr.  Darwin  does 
not  admit  this,  but  declares  dis- 
tinctly that  man  has  been  developed 
from  some  lower  animal,  we  may 
conclude  that  physiologically  and 
anatomically  there  are  no  tenable 
arguments  against  this  view.  But 
if  Mr.  Darwin  goes  on  to  say  ^*  that 
in  a  series  of  forms  graduating 
insensibly  from,  some  ape-like  crea- 
ture to  man  as  he  now  exists,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  fix  on  any 
definite  point  where  the  term 
'  man '  ought  to  be  used,  he  has 
left  the  ground,  pecuharly  his  own, 
where  few  would  venture  to  oppose 
him,  and  he  must  expect  to  be  met 
by  those  who  have  studied  man, 
not  only  as  an  ape-like  creature, 
which  he  undoubtedly  is,  but  also 
as  an  un-ape-like  creature,  pos- 
sessed of  language,  and  of  all  that 
language  implies. 

My  objections  to  the  words  of 
Mr.  Darwiu,  which  I  have  just 
quoted,  are  twofold:  first,  as  to 
form ;  secondly,  as  to  substance. 

With  regard  to  the  form  which 
Mr.  Darwin  has  given  to  his  argu* 
ment,  it  need  hardly  be  pointed 
out  that  he  takes  for  granted  in 
the  premiss  what  is  to  be  esta- 
blished in  the  conclusion.  K  there 
existed  a  series  graduating  insen^ 
sihly  &om  some  ape-like  creature 
to  man,  then,  no  doubt,  the  very 
&ct  that  the  graduation  is  insen*, 
sible  would  preclude  the  possibiHty 
of  fixing  on  any  definite  point 
where  the  animal  ends  and  man 
begins.  This,  however,  may  be  a 
mere  sHp  of  the  pen,  and  mieht  have 
been  passed  by  unnoticed,  if  it  were 


>»  Logic,  i.  38. 


"  I.  235. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


668 


Lectures  on  Mr,  BancirCs  Philosophy  of  Language. 


[June 


not  tbat  the  same  kind  of  argu- 
ment occnrs  not  nnfreqnentlj  in 
the  works  of  Mr.  Darwin  and  his 
followers.  Whenever  the  distance 
between  two  points  in  the  chain  of 
creation  seems  too  great,  and  there 
is  no  chance  of  finding  the  missing 
links,  we  are  told  again  and  again 
that  we  have  only  to  imagine  a 
large  number  of  intermediate 
beings,  insensibly  sloping  up  or 
sloping  down,  in  order  to  remove 
all  difficulty.  Whenever  I  meet 
with  this  line  of  reasoning,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  of  an  argument  used 
by  Hindu  theologians  in  their 
endeavours  to  defend  the  pos- 
sibility and  the  truth  of  Divine 
revelation.  Their  opponents  say 
that  between  a  Divine  Being,  who 
they  admit  is  in  possession  of  the 
truth,  and  human  beings  who  are 
to  receive  the  truth,  there  is  a  gulf 
which  nothing  can  bridge  over ; 
and  they  go  on  to  say  that,  admit- 
ting that  Divine  truth,  as  revealed, 
was  perfect  in  the  Kevealer,  yet 
the  same  Divine  truth,  as  seen  by 
human  beings,  must  be  liable  to  all 
the  accidents  of  human  frailty  and 
fallibility.  The  orthodox  Brahmans 
grow  very  angry  at  this,  and,  ap- 
peaKng  to  their  sacred  books,  they 
maintain  that  there  was  between 
the  Divine  and  the  human  a  chain 
of  intermediate  beings,  Rishis  or 
seers,  as  they  call  them ;  that  the 
first  generation  of  these  seers  was, 
say,  nine-tenths  divine  and  one- 
tenth  human;  the  second,  eight- 
tenths  divine  and  two-tenths  hu- 
man ;  the  third,  seven-tenths  divine 
and  three-tenths  human ;  that  each 
of  these  generations  handed  down 
revealed  truth,  till  at  last  it  reached 
the  ninth  generation,  which  was 
one-tenth  divine  and  nine-tenths 
human,  and  by  them  was  preached 
to  ordinary  mortals,  being  ten- 
tenths,  or  altogether  human.  In 
this  way  they  feel  convinced  that 
the  gulf  between  the  Divine  and 
the  human  is  safely  bridged  over ; 
and  they  might  use  the  very  words 


of  Mr.  Darwin,  that  in  this  series 
of  forms  graduating  insensibly  from 
the  Divine  to  the  human,  it  is  im- 
possible to  fix  on  any  definite  point 
where  the  term  '  man '  ought  to 
be  used. 

This  old  &llacy  of  first  imagining 
a  continuous  scale,  and  then  point- 
ing out  its  indivisibility,  affects 
more  or  less  all  systems  of  philo- 
sophy which  wish  to  get  rid  of 
specific  distinctions.  That  fallacy 
lurks  in  the  word  *  Development,* 
which  is  now  so  extensively  used, 
but  which  requires  very  careM 
testing  before  it  should  be  allowed 
to  become  a  current  coin  in  philo- 
sophical transactions.  The  admis- 
sion of  this  insensible  graduation 
would  eliminate,  not  only  the  differ- 
ence between  ape  and  man,  but 
likewise  between  black  and  white, 
hot  and  cold,  a  high  and  a  low 
note  in  music  :  in  &ct,  it  would  do 
away  with  the  possibility  of  all 
exact  and  definite  knowledge,  by 
removing  those  wonderful  lines  and 
laws  of  nature  which  change  the 
Chaos  into  a  Kosmos,  the  Infinite 
into  the  Finite,  and  which  enable 
us  to  count,  to  tell,  and  to  know. 

There  have  always  been  philo- 
sophers who  have  an  eye  for  the 
Infinite  only,  who  see  All  in  One, 
and  One  in  All.  One  of  the  great- 
est sages  of  antiquity,  nay,  of  the 
whole  world,  Herakleitos  (460  B.C.), 
summed  up  the  experience  of  his 
life  in  the  famous  words,  icayra 
y^b)pti  Kal  ovhiv  fiiretj  *  All  is  movingi 
and  nothing  is  fixed,'  or  as  we 
should  say,  *  All  is  growing,  all  is 
developing,  all  is  evolving.*  But 
this  view  of  the  universe  was  met, 
it  may  be  by  anticipation,  by  the  fol- 
lowers of  Pythafforas.  "WTien  Py- 
thagoras was  asked  what  was  the 
wisest  of  all  things,  ho  replied, 
*  Number,'  and  next  to  it,  *  He  who 
gave  names  to  all  things.'  How 
should  we  translate  this  enigmatical 
saying  ?  I  believe,  in  modem  philo- 
sophical language,  it  would  ran 
like  this :  '  True  knowledge  is  im- 
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possible  without  definite  generalisa- 
tion or  concepts  (that  is,  number), 
and  without  definite  signs  for  these 
oonoepts  (that  is,  language)/ 

The  Herakleitean  view  is  now 
again  in  the  ascendant.  All  is 
changing,  all  is  developing,  all  is 
evolving.  Ask  any  evolutionist 
philosopher  whether  he  can  conceive 
any  two  things  so  heterogeneous 
that,  given  a  few  millions  of  years 
and  plenty  of  environment,  the  one 
cannot  develop  into  the  other,  and 
I  believe  he  will  say,  No.  I  do  not 
argae  here  against  this  line  of 
thought ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe 
that  in  one  sphere  of  mental  aspira- 
tions it  has  its  legitimate  place. 
What  I  protest  against  is  this,  that 
in  the  sphere  of  exact  knowledge 
we  shordd  allow  ourselves  to  be 
deceived  by  inexact  language.  'In- 
sensible graduation '  is  self-contra- 
dictory. Translated  into  English, 
it  means  graduation  without  gra- 
duation, degrees  without  degrees,  or 
something  which  is  at  the  same  time 
perceptible  and  imperceptible.  Mil* 
Hons  of  years  will  never  render  the 
distance  between  two  points,  how- 
ever near  to  each  other,  impercepti- 
ble. If  the  evolutionist  philosopher 
asks  for  a  few  millions  of  years,  the 
specialist  philosopher  asks  for  eyes 
that  will  magnify  a  few  million  times, 
and  the  Bank  which  supplies  the  one 
will  readily  supply  the  other.  Exact 
science  has  nothing  to  do  with  in- 
sensible graduation.  It  coants 
thousands  of  vibrations  that  make 
our  imperfect  ears  hear  definite 
tones  ;  it  counts  millions  of  vibra- 
tions that  make  our  weak  eyes  see 
definite  colours.  It  counts,  it  tells, 
it  names,  and  then  it  knows;  though 
it  knows  at  the  same  time  that 
beyond  the  thousands  and  beyond 
the  millions  of  vibrations  there  is 
that  which  man  can  neither  count, 
nor  tell,  nor  name,  nor  know,  the 
Unknown,  the  Unknowable — ay, 
the  Divine. 


But  if  we  return  to  Mr.  Darwin's 
argument,  and  simply  leave  out  the 
word  •  insensibly,'  which  begs  the 
whole  question,  we  shaU  then  have 
to  meet  his  statement,  that  in  a 
series  of  forms  graduating  from 
some  ape-like  creature  to  man  as  he 
now  is,  it  would  be  impossible  to  fix 
on  any  definite  point  where  the  term* 
'  man '  ought  to  be  used.  This  state- 
ment  I  meet  by  a  simple  negative^ 
Even  admitting,  for  argument's 
sake,  the  existence  of  a  series  of 
beings  intermediate  between  ape 
and  man — a  series  which,  as  Mr. 
Darwin  repeatedly  states,  does  not 
exist  >* — ^I  maintain  that  the  point 
where  the  animal  ends  and  man 
begins  could  be  determined  with 
absolute  precision,  for  it  would  be 
coincident  with  the  beginning  of 
the  Kadical  Period  of  language, 
with  the  first  formation  of  a  general 
idea  embodied  in  the  only  form  in 
which  we  find  them  embodied,  viz. 
in  the  roots  of  our  language. 

Mr.  Darwin  was,  of  course,  not 
unprepared  for  that  answer.  He 
remembered  the  pld  pun  of  Hobbes, 
Homo  animalrationale,  quia  orationale 
(Man  is  a  rational  animal,  because 
he  is  an  orational  animal),  and  he 
makes  every  effort  in  order  to  elimin- 
ate language  as  something  unattain- 
able by  the  animal,  as  something  pecu- 
liar to  man,  as  a  specific  difference 
between  man  and  beast.  In  every 
book  on  Logic,  language  is  quoted 
as  the  specific  difference  between 
man  and  all  other  beings.  Thus 
we  read  in  Stuart  Mill's  Logic :  ^^ 
*  The  attribute  of  being  capable  of 
understanding  a  language  is  a  pro» 
prium  of  the  species  man,  since^ 
without  being  connoted  by  the  word, 
it  follows  from  an  attribute  which 
the  word  does  connote,  viz.  from, 
the  attribute  of  rationality.' 

It  is  curious  to  observe  how  eveni 
Mr.  Darwin  seems,  in  some  places,, 
fully  prepared  to  admit  this.  Thus, 
he  says  in  one  passage,*^  *  Articulata 


"  Descent,  i.  p.  185. 
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langaage  is  peculiar  to  man.'  In 
former  days  we  could  not  have 
ififilied  for  a  fuller  admission,  for 
peculiar  then  meant  the  same  as 
special,  something  that  constitutes  a 
species,  or  something  which  belongs 
to  a  person  in  exclusion  of  others. 
But  in  a  philosophy  which  looks 
upon  all  living  beings  as  developed 
from  four  or  five  primordial  cells, 
there  can,  in  strict  logic,  exist  four 
or  five  really  and  truly  peculiar 
characters  only,  and  therefore  it  is 
dear  that  peculiar,  when  used  by 
Mr.  Darwin,  cannot  mean  what  it 
would  have  meant  if  employed  by 
others. 

As  if  to  soften  the  admission 
which  he  had  made  as  to  articulate 
language  being  peculiar  to  man, 
Mr.  Darwin  continues :  *  But  man 
uses,  in  common  with  the  lower 
animals,  inarticulate  cries  to  express 
his  meaning,  aided  by  gestures,  and 
the  movements  of  the  muscles  of 
the  face.'  No  one  would  deny  this. 
There  are  many  things  besides, 
which  man  shares  in  common  with 
animals.  In  fact,  the  discovery 
that  man  is  an  animal  was  not  made 
yesterday,  and  no  one  seemed  to  be 
disturbed  by  that  discovery.  Man, 
however,  was  formerly  called  a 
*  rational  animal,*  and  the  question 
is,  whether  he  possesses  anything 
peculiar  to  himself,  or  whether  he 
represents  only  the  highest  form  of 
perfection  to  which  an  animal,  under 
favourable  circumstances,  may  at- 
tain. Mr.  Darwin  dwells  more  fully 
on  the  same  point,  viz.  on  that  kind 
of  language  which  man  shares  in 
common  with  animals,  when  he 
says,  *This  holds  good,  especially 
with  the  more  simple  and  vivid 
feelings,  which  are  but  little  con- 
nected with  our  higher  intelligence. 
Our  cries  of  pain,  fear,  surprise, 
anger,  together  with  their  appro- 
priate actions,  and  the  murmur  of 
a  mother  to  her  beloved  child,  are 
more  expressive  than  any  words.' 

No  doubt  they  are.  A  tear  is 
more  expressive  than  a  sigh,  a  sigh 


is  more  expressive  than  a  spaedi, 
and  silence  itself  is  sometimes  more 
eloquent  than  words.  But  all  tiiis 
is  not  language,  in  the  true  senseof 
the  word, 

Mr.  Darwin  himself  feels,  evi- 
dently, that  he  has  not  said  all ;  lie 
struggles  manftilly  with  the  dif- 
ficulties before  him ;  nay,  he  really 
represents  the  case  against  himself 
as  strongly  as  possible.  ^  It  is  not 
the  mere  power  of  articulation,'  he 
continues,  '  that  distinguishes  man 
from  other  animals,  for,  as  everyone 
knows,  parrots  can  talk;  but  it  is 
his  large  power  of  connecting  defi^ 
nOe  sounds  with  definUe  ideas.* 

Here,  then,  we  might  again  ima- 
gine that  Mr.  Darwin  admitted  all 
we  want,  viz.  that  some  kind  of 
language  is  peculiar  to  man,  and 
disUnguishes  man  from  other  ani- 
mals ;  that,  supposing  man  to  be,  up 
to  a  certain  point,  no  more  than  an 
animal,  he  perceived  that  what  made 
man  to  differ  from  all  other  animals 
was  something  nowhere  to  be  found 
except  in  man,  nowhere  indicated 
even  in  the  whole  series  of  Hving 
beings,  beginning  with  the  Balhyhius 
Haeckelii,  and  ending  with  the  tail- 
less ape.  But,  no;  there  follows 
immediately  after,  the  finishing  sen- 
tence, extorted  rather,  it  seems  to 
me,  than  naturally  flowing  from  his 
pen,  *  This  obviously  depends  on  the 
development  of  the  mental  facul- 
ties.' 

What  can  be  the  meaning  of  this 
sentence  ?  If  it  refers  to  the  mental 
faculties  of  man,  then  no  doubt  it 
may  be  said  to  be  obvious.  But  if 
it  is  meant  to  refer  to  the  mental 
faculties  of  the  gorilla,  then,  whether 
it  be  true  or  not,  it  is,  at  all  events, 
so  far  from  being  obvious,  that  the 
very  opposite  might  be  called  so — ^I 
mean  the  fact  that  no  development 
of  mental  faculties  has  ever  enabled 
one  single  animal  to  connect  one 
single  definite  idea  with  one  single 
definite  word. 

I  confess  that  after  reading  again 
and  again  what  Mr.  Darwin  has 
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-written  on  the  subject  of  language, 
I  cannot  understand  how  he  could 
bring  himself  to  sum  up  the  sub- 
ject as  follows :  *  We  have  seen  that 
the  faculty  of  articulate  speech  in 
itself  does  not  offer  any  insuperable 
objection  to  the  belief  that  man  has 
been  developed  from  some  lower 
animal '  (p.  62). 

Now  the  fisbct  is  that  not  a  single 
instance  has  ever  been  adduced  of 
.  any  animal  trying  or  learning  ib 
speak,  nor  has  it  been  explained  by 
any  scholar  or  philosopher  how  that 
barrier  of  language,  which  divides 
man  from  all  animals,  might  be 
effectually  crossed.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  tlmt  there  are  no  arguments 
which  might  be  urged,  either  in 
•  £ivour  of  animals  possessing  the 
gift  of  language,  but  preferring  not 
to  use  it,  ^®  or  as  tending  to  show  that 
living  beings,  to  use  the  words  of 
Demokritos,  speak  naturally,  and  in 
the  same  manner  in  which  they 
congh,  sneeze,  bellow,  bark,  or  sigh. 
Bat  Mr.  Darwin  has  pever  told  us 
what  he  thinks  on  this  point.  He 
refers  to  certain  writers  on  the 
origin  of  language,  who  consider 
that  the  ffrst  materials  of  language 
are  either  interjections  or  imitations ; 
but  their  writings  in  no  wise  support 
the  theory  that  animals  also  could, 
either  out  of  their  own  barkings 
and  bello wings,  or  out  of  the  imita- 
tive sounds  of  mocking-birds,  have 
elaborated  anything  like  what  we 
mean  by  language,  even  among  the 
lowest  savages. 

It  may  bo  in  the  recollection  of 
some  of  my  hearers  that,  in  my  Lec- 
tures on  the  Science  of  Language, 
when  speaking  of  Demokritos  and 
some  of  his  later  followers,  I  called 
his  theory  on  the  origin  of  language 
tho  Bow-wow  theory,  because  I  felt 
certain  that,  if  this  theory  were 
only  called  by  its  right  name,  it 
would  require  no  farther  refutation. 
Jt  might  have  seemed  for  a  time,  to 
judge  from  the  protests  that  were 


raised  against  that  name,  as  if  there 
had  been  in  the  nineteenth  century 
scholars  holding  this  Demokritean 
theory  in  all  its  crudity.  But  it 
required  but  very  littJe  mutual 
explanation  before  these  scholars 
perceived  that  there  was  between 
them  and  me  but  little  difference, 
and  that  all  which  the  followers  of 
Bopp  insist  on  as  a  sine  qua  nan  of 
scholarship  is  the  admission  of 
roots,  definite  in  their  form,  from 
which  to  derive,  according  to  strict 
phonetic  laws,  every  word  that 
admits  of  etymological  analysis, 
whether  in  English  and  Sanskrit,  or 
in  Arabic  and  Hebrew,  or  in  Mongo- 
lian and  Finnish.  For  philological 
purposes  it  matters  little,  as  I  said 
in  1866,  what  opinion  we  hold  on 
the  origin  of  roots  so  long  as  we 
agree  that,  with  the  exception  of  a 
number  of  purely  mimetic  expres- 
sions, all  words,  such  as  we  find 
them,  whether  in  English  or  in 
Sanskrit,  encumbered  with  prefixes 
and  suffixes,  and  mouldering  away 
under  the  action  of  phonetic  decay, 
must,  in  the  last  instance,  be  traced 
back,  by  means  of  definite  phonetic 
laws,  to  those  definite  primary 
forms  which  we  are  accustomed  to 
call  roots.  These  roots  stand  like 
barriers  between  the  chaos  and  the 
kosmos  of  human  speech.  Who- 
ever admits  the  historical  character 
of  roots,  whatever  opinion  he  may 
hold  on  their  origin,  is  not  a  Demo- 
kritean, does  not  hold  that  theory 
which  I  called  the  Bow-wow  theory, 
and  cannot  be  quoted  in  support  of 
Mr.  Darwin's  opinion  that  the  cries 
of  animals  represent  the  earliest 
stage  of  the  language  of  man. 

If  we  speak  simply  of  the 
materials,  not  of  the  elements,  of 
language  —  and  the  distinction 
between  these  two  words  is  but  too 
often  overlooked — then,  no  doubt, 
we  may  not  only  say  that  the 
phonetic  materials  of  the  cries  of 
animals  and  the  languages  of  man 
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are  the  same,  but,  following  in  the 
footsteps  of  evolntionist  philoso- 
pherSy  we  might  trace  the  involnn- 
tarj  exclamations  of  men  back  to 
the  inanimate  and  inorganic  world. 
I  quoted  formerly  the  opinion  of 
Professor  Heyse,  who  appealed  to 
the  fact  that  most  substances,  ^hen 
struck  or  otherwise  set  in  motion, 
show  a  power  of  reaction  mani- 
fested by  their  various  rings,  as 
throwing  light  on  the  problem  of 
the  origin  of  language;  and  I  do  not 
think  that  those  who  look  upon 
philosophy  as  a  '  knowledge  of  the 
highest  generalities'  should  have 
treated  Professor  Heyse  with  so 
much  contempt. 

But  neither  those  who  traced  the 
material  elements  of  language  back 
to  interjections  and  imitations,  nor 
those  who  went  farther  and  titu)ed 
them  back  to  the  ring  inherent  in 
all  vibrating  substances,  ought  to 
have  imagined  for  one  moment  that 
they  had  thus  accounted  for  the 
real  elements  of  language.  We  may 
account  for  the  materials  of  many 
things,  without  thereby  accounting 
for  what  they  are,  or  how  they  came 
to  be  what  they  are.  If  we  take, 
for  instance,  a  number  of  flints^ 
more  or  less  carefully  chipped  and 
shaped  and  sharpened,  and  if  we 
were  to  say  that  these  flints  are  like 
other  flints  found  by  thousands  in 
fields  and  quarries,  this  would  be  as 
true  as  that  the  materials  for  forming 
the  words  of  our  language  are  the 
same  as  the  cries  of  animals,  or,  it 
may  be,  the  sounds  of  bells.  But 
would  this  explain  the  problem 
which  we  wish  to  explain  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  If,  then,  we  were  to  go 
a  step  farther,  and  say  that  apes 
had  been  seen  to  use  flints  for 
throwing  at  each  other,  ^^  that  they 
could  not  but  have  discovered 
that  sharp-edged  flints  were  the 
most  effective,  and  would  therefore 
have  either  made  a  natural  selection 


of  them,  or  tried  to  imitate  them — 
that  is  to  say,  to  give  to  other  flints 
a  sharp  edge — ^what  would  anti- 
quaries say  to  such  heresies  ?  And 
yet  I  can  assure  them  that  to  saj 
that  no  traces  of  human  workman- 
ship can  be  discovered  in  these 
flints,*®  that  they  in  no  wise  prove 
the  early  existence  of  man,  or  that 
there  is  no  insuperable  objection 
to  the  belief  that  these  flints  were 
made  by  apes,  cannot  sound  half  so 
incongruous  to  them,  as  to  a  man 
who  knows  what  language  is  made 
of  being  told  that  the  first  grammali- 
cal  edge  might  have  been  imparted 
to  our  woras  by  some  lower  ani- 
mals, or  that,  the  materials  of 
language  being  given,  everything 
else,  from  the  neighing  of  a  horse  to 
the  lyric  poetry  of  Goethe,  was  a 
mere  question  of  development. 

It  would  not  be  fair,  however,  to 
disguise  the  fact  that  in  his  view 
that  animals  possess  language,  Mr. 
Darwin  has  some  very  powerfbl 
allies,  and  that  in  quarters  where 
he  would  least  expect  to  find  them. 
Archbishop  Whately  writes :  'Man 
is  not  the  only  animal  that  can 
make  use  of  language  to  express 
what  is  passing  in  his  mind,  and 
can  understand  more  or  less  what  is 
so  expressed  by  others.' 

But  even  with  bishops  and  arch- 
bishops against  me,  I  do  not  despair. 
I  believe  I  have  as  high  an  opinion 
of  the  faculties  of  animals  as  Mr. 
Darwin,  ALrchbishop  Whately,  or 
any  other  man — ^nay,  I  may  per- 
haps claim  some  credit  for  myself 
for  having,  in  my  Lectures  deHvOTcd 
in  1862,  vindicated  for  the  higher 
animals  more  than  ever  was  vindi- 
cated for  them  before. 

But  after  reading  the  most  do- 
quent  eulogies  on  the  intellectual 
powers  and  social  virtues  of  animals 
— of  which  we  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  late — I  always  feel  that 
all  this  and  even  much  more  might 


•  The  Pavians  in  Eastern  Africa.*    See  Caspaii,  Urgeschichte,  i  p.  244. 
See  WhitUtfs  Researches  on  Flints  near  Sjnennes,  in  Belgium. 
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be  perfectly  true,  and  that  it  would 
yet  in  no  way  affect  the  relative 
position  of  man  and  beast. 

Let  us  hear  the  most  recent 
panegyrist :  *  To  become  man  ! 
Who  should  believe  that  so  many, 
not  only  laymen,  but  students  of 
nature,  believe  in  God  becoming 
man,  but  consider  it  incredible  that 
an  animal  should  become  man,  and 
that  there  should  be  a  progressive 
development  from  the  ape  to  man  ? 
The  ancient  world,  and  even  now 
the  highest  among  the  Eastern,  na- 
tions, thought  and  think  very  differ- 
ently on  this  point  The  doctrine 
^f  metempsychosis  connects  man  and 
beast,  and  binds  the  whole  world 
together  by  a  mysterious  cord. 
Judaism  alone,  with  its  hatred  of 
nature  deities,  and  dualistic  Ghristi- 
aiiity,  have  made  this  rifb  between 
man  and  beast.  It  is  remarkable 
how  in  our  own  time  and  among  the 
most  civilised  nations  a  deeper  sym- 
pathy for  the  animal  world  has  been 
Toused,  and  has  manifested  itself  in 
the  formation  of  societies  for  pre- 
venting cruelty  towards  animals, 
thus  dbowing  that  what,  on  one 
side,  is  the  result  of  scientific  re- 
search, viz.  the  surrendering  of  the 
exclusive  position  of  man  in  nature, 
as  a  spiritual  being,  is  received  at 
the  same  time  as  a  general  senti- 
ment. 

'  Public  opinion,  however,  and 
what  I  may  call  the  old  orthodox 
natural  science,  persist  nevertheless 
in  considering  man  and  beast  as  two 
separate  worlds  which  no  bridge 
can  ever  connect,  were  it  only  be- 
cause man  is  man  in  so  &r  only  as 
he  £x)m  the  beginning  possesses 
something  which  the  beast  has  not 
and  never  will  have.  According  to 
the  Mosaic  account,  Qod  created  the 
beasts,  as  it  were,  in  a  lump  ;  but  in 
the  case  of  man,  He  first  formed  his 
body  of  the  dust  of  the  ground  and 
breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath 
of  life,  and  man  became  a  living 
soul.  This  living  soul  of  the  old 
Jewish  writers  has  afterwards  been 
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changed  by  Christianity  into  an  im- 
mortal soul,  a  being  different  in 
kind  and  dignity  from  such  other 
common  souls  as  might  be  allowed 
to  beasts.  Or,  the  soul  of  man  and 
beast  being  admitted  to  be  the  same, 
man  was  endowed  in  addition  with 
a  spirit,  as  the  substantial  principle 
of  the  higher  intellectual  and  moral 
faculties  by  which  he  is  distin- 
guished from  the  beast. 

'  Against  all  this,'  the  writer  con- 
tinues, '  we  have  now  the  fact  of  na- 
tural science  which  can  no  longer  be 
ignored,  viz.  that  the  faculties  of 
beasts  differ  from  those  of  man  in 
degree  only,  and  not  in  kind. 
Voltaire  said  truly,  "Animals  have 
sensation,  imagination,  memory, 
also  desires  and  movements,  and 
yet  no  one  thinks  of  claiming  for 
them  an  inamaterial  soul.  Why 
should  we,  for  our  small  surplus  of 
these  faculties  and  acts,  require 
such  a  soul  ?  "  Now  the  surplus  on 
the  side  of  man  is  not  indeed  so 
small  as  Voltaire's  rhetoric  repre- 
sents it ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
enormous.  But  for  all  that,  it 
is  a  plus  only,  it  is  not  some- 
thing new.  Even  with  animals  of 
the  lower  orders  it  would  take 
volumes,  as  Darwin  says,  to 
describe  the  habits  and  mental 
powers  of  an  ant.  The  same  with 
bees.  Nay,  it  is  remarkable  that 
the  more  closely  an  observer 
watches  the  life  and  work  of  any 
class  of  animals,  the  more  he  feels 
inclined  to  speak  of  their  under- 
standing. The  stories  about  the  me- 
mory, the  reflection,  the  faculties 
of  learning  and  culture  in  dogs, 
horses,  and  elephants  are  infinite ; 
and  even  in  so-called  wild  animals 
similar  qualities  may  be  detected. 
Brehm,  roeaking  of  birds  of  prey, 
says  :  "  They  act  after  having  re- 
flected ;  they  make  plans  and  carry 
them  out."  The  same  writer  says 
of  thrushes:  "They  perceive  quickly 
and  judge  correctly ;  they  use  aU 
means  and  ways  to  protect  them- 
selves." Those  varieties  which  have 
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grown  np  in  the  qniet  and  nndis- 
turbed  forests  of  the  North  are 
easily  taken  in ;  but  experience  soon 
makes  them  wise,  and  those  who 
have  once  been  deceived  ore  not 
easily  cheated  a  second  time  (there* 
in  they  certainly  differ  from  man). 
BJven  among  men,  whom  they  never 
trust  completely,  they  know  well 
how  to  distinguish  between  the 
dangerous  and  the  harmless ;  they 
aUow  the  shepherd  to  approach 
more  nearly  than  the  hunter.  In 
the  same  sense  Darwin  speaks  of 
the  incredible  degree  of  acuteness, 
caution,  and  cleverness  on  the  part 
of  the  fdrry  animals  of  North  Ame- 
rica, as  being  chiefly  due  to  the 
constant  snares  and  wiles  of  the 
hunter. 

*Mr.  Darwin  tries  particularly 
to  show  in  the  higher  animals  the 
beginnings  of  moral  sentiments 
also,  which  he  connects  with  their 
social  instincts.  A  kind  of  sense 
of  honour  and  of  conscience  can 
hardly  fail  to  be  recognised  in  no- 
bler and  well-bred  horses  and  dogs. 
And  even  if  the  conscience  of  dogs 
has  not  unjustly  been  traced  back 
to  the  stick,  it  may  well  be  asked 
whether  the  case  is  very  different 
with  the  lower  classes  of  man. 
Those  instincts  in  animals  which 
refer  to  the  education  of  their 
young,  to  the  care,  trouble,  and 
sacrifices  on  their  behalf,  must  be 
considered  as  the  first  germs  of 
higher  moral  faculties.  Here,  as 
Ooethe  says,  we  -  see  indicated  in 
-the  animal  the  bud  of  what  in  man 
becomes  a  blossom.' 

So  fiir  the  panegyrist ;  in  reply 
to  whom  I  can  only  say  that,  with- 
out doubting  any  of  the  extraordi- 
nary accounts  of  the  intellect,  the 
understanding,  the  caution,  the 
judgment,  the  sagacity,  acuteness, 
cleverness,  genius,  or  even  the  social 
virtues  of  animals,  the  rules  of  posi- 
tive philosophy  forbid  us  to  as- 
sert anything  about  their  instincts 
or  intellectual  faculties.  We  may 
allow  ourselves  to  be  guided  by  our 


own  fimcies  or  by  analogy,  and  we 
may  gueds  and  assert  very  plausibly 
many  things  about  the  inner  life  of 
animals ;  but  however  strong  our 
own  belief  may  be,  the  whole  sub- 
ject is  transcendent,  ie.  beyond  the 
reach  of  positive  knowledge.  We 
all  admit  that,  in  many  respects, 
the  animal  is  even  superior  to  man. 
Who  is  there  but  at  one  time  or 
other  has  not  sighed  for  the  wings 
of  birds  ?  Who  can  deny  that  the 
muscles  of  the  lion  are  more  power- 
ful, those  of  the  cat  more  pliant, 
than  ours  ?  Who  can  doubt  that 
the  eagle  possesses  a  keener  vision, 
the  deer  a  sharper  hearing,  the  dog 
a  better  scent  than  man?  Who 
has  not  sometimes  envied  ihe  bear 
his  fur,  or  the  snail  its  house? 
Nay,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  go 
even  farther,  and  if  metaphysiciana 
were  to  tell  me  that  our  senses  only 
serve  to  distract  the  natural  intui- 
tions of  the  soul,  that  our  ormns  of 
sense  are  weak,  deceptive,  hmited, 
and  that  a  mollusc,  being  aUe  to 
digest  without  a  stomacm  and  to 
live  without  a  brain,  is  a  more  per- 
ffeot,  certainly  a  more  happy,  being 
than  man,  I  should  bow  in  silence  ; 
but  I  should  still  appeal  to  one 
palpable  fact — ^viz.  ihat  whatever 
animals  may  do  or  not  do,  no  am^ 
mal  has  ever  spoken. 

I  use  this  expression  advisedly, 
because  as  soon  as  we  speak  of  lan- 
guage, we  open  the  door  to  all  kinds 
of  metaphor  and  poetry.      If  we 
want  to  reason  ooirectly,  we  must 
define  what  we  mean, by  language. 
Now  there  are  two  totally  distinct 
operations  which  in  ordinary  par- 
lance go  by  the  same  name  of  lan- 
guage, but  which  should  be  distin- 
guished most  carefully  as  Emotion-' 
al  and   ^jational  language.      The 
power  of  showing  by  outward  signs 
what  we  feel,  or,  it  may  be,  what 
we  think,  is  the  source  of  emotional 
language,  and  the  recognition  of 
sudb  emotional  signs,  or  the  under- 
standing of  their  purport^  is  no  more 
than  the  result  of  memory,  aresus- 
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citation  of  painfol  or  pleasant  im- 
pressions connected  with  sucli  signs. 
That  emotional  language  is  cer- 
tainly shared  in  common  by  man 
and  animals.  If  a  dog  barks,  that 
may  be  a  sien,  according  to  circnm- 
stances,  oi  his  being  angry  or 
pleased  or  surprised.  Every  dog 
speaks  that  Isuignage,  every  dog 
nnderstands  it,  and  other  animals 
too,  such  Bs  cats  or  sheep,  and  even 
children,  learn  it.  A  cat  that  has 
once  been  frightened  or  bitten  by 
a  barking  dog  will  easily  under- 
stand the  sound,  and  run  away,  like 
any  other  so-called  rational  being. 
The  spitting  of  a  cat,  again,  is  a 
sign  of  anger,  and  a  dog  that  has 
once  had  his  eyes  scratched  by  a 
cat  would  not  be  slow  to  under- 
stand that  feline  dialect,  whenever 
he  hears  it  in  close  proximity.  The 
purring  of  a  cat  has  a  very  different 
meaning,  and  it  may  be,  as  we  have 
been  told,  like  the  murmuring  of 
a  mother  to  her  beloved  child.  The 
subject  of  the  emotional  language 
of  animals  and  man  is  endless,  but 
we  must  leave  it  io  the  pen  of  the 
poet  ratherthan  of  the  philosopher.** 
What,  then,  is  the  difference 
between  emotional  language  and 
rational  language  ?  The  very  name 
shows  the  difference.  Language, 
such  as  we  speak,  is  founded  on 
reason,  reason  meaning  for  philo- 
sophical purposes  the  faculty  of 
forming  and  handling  general 
concepts ;  and  as  that  power 
manifests  itself  outwardly  by  articu- 
late language  only,  we,  as  positive 
philosophers,  have  a  right  to  say 
that  animals,  being  devoid  of  the 
only  tangible  sign  of  reason  which 
we  know,  viz.  language,  may  by  us 
be  treated  as  irrational  beings — 
irrational,  not  in  the  sense  of  devoid 
of  observation,  shrewdness,  calcula- 
tion, presence  of  mind,  reasoning 
in  the  sense  of  weighing,  or  even 


genius,  but  simply  in  the  sense  of 
devoid  of  the  power  of  forming  and 
handling  general  concepts. 

The  distinctionhere  niade  between 
emotional  and  rational  language 
may  seem  fanciful  and  artificial  to 
those  who  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  history  and  origin  of  language, 
but  they  have  only  to  consult  the 
works  of  modem  physiologists  and 
medical  men  to  convince  themselves 
that  this  distinction  rests  on  what 
even  they  would  admit  to  be  a  most 
solid  basis.  Dr.  Hughlings  Jackson, 
in  some  articles  published  in  the 
Medical  Times  and  Gazette  for 
December  14  and  21, 1867,  speaking 
of  the  disease  of  a  particular  part  of 
the  brain,  says :  *  This  disease  may 
induce  particd  or  complete  defect  of 
intellectual  language,  and  not  cause 
correspondinff  defect  of  emotional  or 
inter) ectional  language.  The  typical 
patient  in  this  disease  misuses  words 
or  cannot  use  words  at  all,  to  ex- 
press his  thoughts ;  nor  can  he 
express  his  thoughts  by  writing,  or 
by  any  signs  sufficiently  elaborate  to 
serve  instead  of  vocal  or  written 
words ;  nor  can  he  read  books  for 
himself.  But  he  can  smile,  laugh, 
cry,  sing,  and  employ  rudimentary 
signs  of  gesticulation.  So  far  as 
these  means  of  communication  serve, 
therefore,  he  is  able  to  exhibit  his 
feelings  to  those  around  him.  He 
can  copy  vmting  placed  before  him, 
and,  even  without  the  aid  of  a  copy, 
sign  his  own  name.  He  understands 
what  is  said  to  him,  is  capable  of 
being  interested  in  books  which  are 
read  to  him,  andremembers  incidents 
and  tales.  Sometimes  he  is  able  to 
utter  a  word  or  words,  which  he 
cannot  vary,  and  which  he  must 
utter  if  he  speak  at  all,  no  matter  on 
what  occasion.  When  excited,  he 
can  swear,  and  even  use  elaborate 
formulce  of  swearing^*  (as,  for 
example,   "God  bless    my    life"). 


**  See  Darwin,  Descent^  vol.  i,  pp.  53,  54. 
^  Dr.  Gairdner,  The  Function  of  Articulate 


,  1S66,  p.  17. 

3  A  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


676 


Lectures  on  Mr.  Barwin^s  PhUosopky  of  Language. 


[June 


which  have  come  by  habit  to  be 
of  only  interjectlonal  value.**    But 
he  cannot  repeat  such  words  and 
phrases    at  his    own    wish    or  at 
the    desire    of    others.      And    as 
he  is  able  to  copy  writing,  so  he 
can,   when    circumstances  dictate, 
as  it  were,  to  him,  give  utterance  to 
phrasesof  more  special  applicability. 
Thus,  a  child  being  in  danger  of 
falling,   one  speechless  patient,    a 
woman,  was  surprised  into  exclaim- 
ing, "  Take  care."     But  in  this,  as 
in  every  other   case,    the    patient 
remains  perfectly  incompetent    to 
repeat  at  pleasure  the  phrase  he  has 
just  used  so  appropriately,  and  has 
so  distinctly  uttered.  ...  It  would 
seem  that  the  part  of  the  brain 
affected  in  such  cases  is  that  which 
is    sasceptible     of     education    to 
language,    and    which     has    been 
after  the  birth  of  the  patient  so 
•educated.     The  effect  of  the  disease, 
in  relation  to  speech,  is  to  leave  the 
patient  as  if  he   had  never  been 
educated  at  all  to  language,   and 
had  been  bom  without  the  power  of 
being  so  educated.    The  disease  in 
question  is  an  affection  of  but  one 
side,  the  left  side,  of  the  brain.'  And 
■^igain : '  Disease  of  a  particular  region 
of  the   left  cerebral  hemisphere  is 
followed  by  a  complete  or  partial 
loss  of  power  in  the  naming  process, 
and  by  consequent  inability  to  speak, 
even    when   all   the  machinery  of 
voice  and  articulation  recognised  in 
anatomy  remains  unchanged.' 

The  whole  of  this  subject  has  of 
late  been  very  fully  examined,  as 
may  be  seen  in  Dr.  Bateman's  book 
on  Aphasia ;  and  though  one  may 
feel  doubtful  as  to  the  minute  con- 
clusions which  Dr.  Broca  has  drawn 
from  his  experiments,  so  much  seems 
to  me  established :  If  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  brain  on  the  left  side  of 
the  anterior  lobe  happens  to  be 
Affected  by  disease,  the  patient  be- 
comes unable  to  use  rational  lan- 


guage;  while,  unless  some  other 
mental  disease  is  added  to  aphasia, 
he  retains  the  faculty  of  emotional 
language,  and  of  communicating 
with  others  by  means  of  signs  and 
gestures. 

In  saying  this,  I  shall  not  be 
suspected,  I  hope,  of  admitting  that 
the  brain,  or  any  part  of  the  brain, 
secretes  rational  language,  as  the 
liver  secretes  bile.  My  only  object 
in  referring  to  these  medicjd  obser- 
vations and  experiments  was  to 
show  that  the  distinction  between 
emotional  and  rational  language  is 
not  artificial,  or  of  a  purely  logical 
character,  but  is  confirmed  by  the 
palpable  evidence  of  the  brain  in  its 
pathological  affections.  No  man  of 
any  philosophic  culture  will  look  on 
the  brain,  or  that  portion  of  the 
brain  which  interferes  with  rational 
language,  as  the  seat  of  the  faculty 
of  speech,  as  little  as  we  place  the 
faculty  of  seeing  in  the  eye,  or  the 
faculty  of  hearing  in  the  ear.  That 
without  which  anything  is  impos- 
sible is  not  necessarily  that  by  which 
it  is  possible.  We  cannot  see  without 
the  eye,  nor  hear  without  the  ear ; 
perhaps  we  might  say,  we  cannot 
speak  without  the  third  convolution 
of  the  left  anterior  lobe  of  the  brain; 
but  neither  can  the  eye  see  without 
us,  the  ear  hear  without  us,  the  third 
convolution  of  the  left  anterior 
lobe  of  the  brain  speak  without  us. 
To  look  for  the  faculty  of  speech  in 
the  brain  would,  in  fact,  be  hardly 
less  Homeric  than  to  look  for  the 
soul  in  the  midriff. 

This  distinction  between  emo- 
turned  and  rational  language  is, 
however,  of  great  importance,  be- 
cause it  enables  us  to  see  clearly 
in  what  sense  man  and  beast  may 
be  said  to  share  the  gift  of  lan- 
guage in  common,  and  in  what 
sense  it  would  be  wrong  to  say  so. 
Interjections,  for  instance,  which 
constitute   a   far    more    important 


^  In  another  paper  Dr.  Jackson  describes  an  oath  extremely  well  as  *  a  phrase  which 
emotion  has  filched  from  the  intellect.' 
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element  in  conversation  than  in  li- 
terary composition,  are  emotional 
langaage,  and  they  are  used  by 
beasts  as  well  as  by  men,  particu- 
larly by  a  man  in  a  passion,  or  on  a 
low  scale  of  civilisation.  But  there 
is  no  language,  even  among  the 
lowest  savages,  in  which  the  vast 
majority  of  words  is  not  rational. 
If,  therefore,  Mr.  Darwin  (p.  35) 
says  that  there  are  savages  who 
have  no  ahstrctct  terms  in  ^eir  lan- 
guage, he  has  evidently  overlooked 
the  real  difference  between  rational 
and  emotional  language.  We  do 
not  mean  by  rational  language,  a 
language  possessing  such  abstract 
terms  as  whiteness,  goodness,  to 
have  or  to  be  ;  but  any  language  in 
which  even  the  most  concrete  of 
words  are  founded  on  general  con- 
cepts, and  derived  from  roots  ex- 
pressive of  general  ideas. 

There  is  in  every  language  a  cer* 
tain  layer  of  words  which  may  be 
called  purely  emo^^onaZ.  It  is  smaller 
or  larger  according  to  the  genius  and 
history  of  each  nation,  but  it  is  never 
quite  concealed  by  the  later  strata 
of  rational  speech.  Most  interjec- 
tions, many  imitative  words,  belong 
to  this  class.  They  are  perfectiy 
clear  in  their  character  and  origin, 
and  it  could  never  be  maintained 
that  they  rest  on  general  concepts. 
But  if  we  deduct  that  inorganic 
sti-atum,  all  the  rest  of  language, 
whether  among  ourselves  or  among 
the  lowest  barbarians,  can  be  traced 
back  to  roots,  and  every  one  of  these 
roots  is  the  sign  of  a  general  concept. 
This  is  the  most  importxub  dis- 
covery of  the  Science  of  Language. 

Take  any  word  you  like,  trace  it 
back  historically  to  its  most  primi- 
tive form,  and  you  will  find  that 
besides  the  derivative  elements, 
which  can  easily  be  separated,  it 
contains  a  predicative  root,  and  that 
in  this  predicative  root  rests  the 
connotative  power  of  the  word. 
Why  is  a  stdble  called  a  stable? 
Because  it  stands.  Why  is  a  saddle 
called  a  saddle  ?   Because  you  sit  in 


it.  Why  is  a  road  called  a  road  ? 
Because  we  ride  on  it.  Why  is 
heaven  caUed  heaven?  Because  it 
is  heaved  on  high.  In  this  manner 
every  word,  not  excluding  the  com- 
monest terms  that  must  occur  in 
every  language,  the  names  tor  father, 
mother,  brother,  sister,  hand  and/00^, 
&c.,  have  been  traced  back  histori- 
cally to  definite  roots,  and  every  one 
of  these  roots  expresaea  a  geTwral  con- 
cept. Unless,  therefore,  Mr.  Darwin 
is  prepared  to  maintain  that  there 
are  languages  which  have  no  names 
ioT  father  and  mother,  for  heaven  and 
earth,  or  only  such  words  for  those 
objects  as  cannot  be  derived  from 
predicative  roots,  his  statement  that 
there  are  languages  without  abstract 
terms  falls  to  the  ground.  Every  root 
is  an  abstract  term,  and  these  roots, 
in  their  historical  reality,  mark  a 
period  in  the  history  of  the  human 
mind — ^they  mark  the  beginning  of 
rational  inieech. 

What  1  wish  to  put  before  you  as 
clearly  as  possible  is  this,  that  roots 
such  as  c2d,  to  give,  sthd,  to  stand, 
gd,  to  sing,  the  ancestors  of  an  un- 
numbered progeny,  differ  from  in- 
terjectional  or  imitative  sounds  in 
exactly  the  same  manner  bs  general 
concepts  differ  from  single  impres« 
sions.  Those,  therefore,  who  still 
think  with  Hume  that  general  ideas 
are  the  same  thing  as  single  impres- 
sions, only  fainter,  and  who  look 
upon  this  fstinting  away  of  single 
impressions  into  genersd  ideas  as 
something  that  requires  no  explana- 
tion, but  can  be  disposed  of  by  a 
metaphor,  would  probably  take  the 
same  view  with  regard  to  the 
changes  of  cries  and  shrieks  into 
roots.  Those,  on  the  contrary,  who 
hold  that  general  concepts,  even 
in  their  lowest  form,  do  not  spring 
spontaneously  from  a  tabula  rasay 
but  recognise  the  admission  of  a  co- 
operating Self,  would  look  upon  the 
roots  of  language  as  irrefragable 
proof  of  the  presence  of  human 
workmanship  in  the  very  elements 
of  language,  as  the  earliest  manifes- 
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tation  of  homan  intellect,  of  which 
no  trace  has  ever  been  discovered 
in  the  animal  world. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  remarks 
that  the  controversy  which  has 
been  carried  on  for  more  than  two 
thousand  years  between  those  who 
ascribe  to  language  an  onomato- 
poeic origin,  and  those  who  derive 
JaDguage  from  roots,  has  a  much 
deeper  significance  than  a  mere 
question  of  scholarship.  K  the 
words  of  our  language  could  be 
derived  straight  from  imitative  or 
interjectional  sounds,  such  as  how 
wow  or  pooh  pooh,  then  I  should 
say  that  Hume  was  right  against 
Kant,  and  that  Mr.  Darwin  was 
right  in  representing  the  change  of 
animal  into  human  language  as  a 
mere  question  of  time.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  a  fact  which  no 
scholar  would  venture  to  deny,  that, 
after  deducting  the  purely  onoma- 
topoeic portion  of  the  dictionary, 
the  real  bulk  of  our  language  is 
derived  from  roots,  definite  in  their 
form  and  general  in  their  meaning, 
then  that  period  in  the  history  of 
language  which  ^ve  rise  to  these 
roots,  and  which  1  call  the  Radical 
Periody  forms  the  frontier — ^be  it 
broad  or  narrow — between  man  and 
beast. 


That  period  may  have  been  of 
slow  growth,  or  it  may  have  been 
an  instantaneous  evolution :  we  do 
not  know.     Like  the  beginnings  of 
all  things,  the  first  beginnings  of 
language  and  reason  transcend  the 
powers  of  the  human  understanding, 
nay,  the  hmits  of  human  imagina- 
tion.    But  after  the  first  step  has 
been  made,  after  the  human  mind, 
instead  of  being  simply  distracted 
by  the  impressions  of  the  senses, 
has  performed  the  first  act  of  ab- 
straction, were  it  only  by  making 
one  and  one  to  be  two,  everything 
else  in  the  growth  of  language  be- 
comes as  intelligible  as  the  growth  • 
of  the  intellect ;  nay,  more  so.   We 
still  possess,  we  still  use,  the  same 
materials  of  language  which  were 
first  fixed  and   fashioned  by   the 
rational   ancestors    of    our    race. 
These  roots,  which    are  in  reality 
our  oldest  title-deeds  as  ration^ 
beings,  still  supply  the  living  sap  of 
the  millions  of  words  scattered  over 
the  globe,  while  no  trace  of  tbcm, 
or  anything  corresponding  to  them, 
has   ever    been     discovered    even 
amongst    the    most     advanced   of 
catarrhine  apes. 

The  problem  that  remains  to  be 
solved  in  our  last  Lecture  is  the 
origin  of  those  roots. 
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nnELE  agitations  of  all  the  toiling 
X  classes  of  the  community  have 
been  so  prominently  before  the 
pnblio  of  late,  that  it  must  be  evident 
to  all  that  we  are  in  a  transition 
state.  Such  epochs  occur  in  the 
domestic  history  of  every  nation. 
Three  have  already  occurred  in 
England,  which  are  marked  by 
broad  lines,  and  which  are  easy  to 
be  discerned.  We  are  now  for  the 
fourth  time  fulfilling  the  prophecy 
of  the  poet : 
The  old  order  changeth,  yielding  place  to 

new, 
And  God  Ailfils  Himself  in  many  ways. 

There  was,  first,  the  state  of 
master  and  slave ;  secondly,  the 
lord  and  serf;  thirdly,  in  the  fif- 
teenth century,  payment  as  wages 
took  the  place  of  feudal  service,  and 
a  money  contract  *  cash  nexus '  be- 
came the  order  of  the  day.  But 
now  in  the  last  few  years  trades 
unions  and  agricultural  unions  have 
formed  clubs  seeking  a  share  in  the 
profits  of  capital,  either  by  co- 
operative stores  and  farms,  or  by  a 
participation  in  the  pecuniary  re- 
sults of  the  industries  in  which  they 
are  engaged.  The  voices  of  men, 
when  heard  as  they  have  been  lately, 
encourage  their  fellows  to  speak ;  and 
certainly  that  is  not  the  case  now 
which  Sir  A.  Helps  wrote  (in  1844, 
in  the  Claims  of  Labour)  :  *  The 
poor,  the  humble,  year  dependants 
will  often  be  afraid  to  ask  their  due 
from  you;  be  therefore  the  more 
mindfal  of  it  yourself.' 

In  the  feudal  times  England  had 
little  commerce,  and  the  manu- 
facturing spirit  which  pervades  our 
northern  connties  had  not  sprung 
into  existence.  We  are  still  de- 
pendent on  the  bone  and  sinew 
of  our  people,  but  partly  through 
manufactures  and  partly  through 
the  cultivation   of   the   land.      In 


ARTICLE.] 

early  times  England  existed  only 
by  agriculture.  In  one  of  the 
earliest  MSS.  which  has  come  down 
to  us  from  Anglo-Saxon  times 
we  have  this  passage :  *  Every 
throne  which  standeth  upright 
standeth  upon  three  pillars — the 
priest,  the  warrior,  and  the  labourer. 
The  priest  prayeth  for  all,  the 
warrior  fighteth  for  all,  the  labourer 
tilleth  the  earth  and  worketh  for 
the  lively  hood  of  all.'  {Treatise  of 
Elfric.) 

If  therefore  tins  fourth  transition 
epoch  throws  us  a  little  out  of  gear, 
let  us  take  heart  from  the  way  in 
which  things  righted  themselves 
under  changes  of  greater  magnitude. 
Look  at  England  as  she  emerged 
from  feudal  times  ;  consider  what  it 
would  be  to  be  living  and  cultivating 
land  during  the  desolating  wars  of 
the  White  and  Red  Roses  ;  look 
back  at  the  burdens  which  land 
sustained  under  the  old  poor  law ; 
look  at  the  times  of  the  riots;  and 
then  say  that  these  times  are 
significant  rather  than  portentous , 
and  though  we  are  passing  through 
a  crisis,  yet  it  is  one  in  which  the 
ship  obeys  the  helm,  and  we  have 
charts  and  experiences  of  many 
former  mariners  to  guide  us.  Let 
us  also  remember  that  by  doing  our 
duty  to  the  men  of  our  own  times 
we  shall  best  anticipate  revolutions 
which  may  be  looming  in  the 
fiiture. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  place  our- 
selves so  exactly  in  the  past  with  all 
its  surroundings  as  to  feel  what 
this  country  was,  as  regards  master 
and  servant,  three  or  four  hundred 
years  ago.  But  we  shall  perhaps 
not  be  far  wrong,  if  we  define  the 
ante-Poor-Law  state  of  England  as 
very  much  what  Australian  or 
American  backwoods  life  is  now. 
There  was  no  pauperism,  but  at  the 
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si^e  time  there  would  be  great 
hardships  to   encounter  and  occa- 
sionally    great    privations    to   be 
endured.     The  hunter  may  one  day 
kill  a  fat  buck  and  live  to  a  surfeit 
on  venison,  but  he  may  have  an 
interval  between  killing  two  stags 
when  he  may  be  very  short  of  food, 
and  almost  sigh  for  a  week's  credit 
at  the  village    shop  or  a  week's 
shelter  in  a  union  workhouse.   The 
excitement  which  hope  generates  in 
the  heart  of  the  colonist  enables  him 
to  bear  up  against  privations  which 
to    the  acclimatised  pauper  seem 
unbearable.    For  no  one  would  deny 
that  the  early  settler  may  have  a 
worse  shelter  than  the  pauper's  hovel, 
and  be  for  a  time  more  pinched  for 
food  and  clothing  than  the  ditcher 
with  a  large   family  in   England. 
He  may  certainly  no  more  want  pas- 
ture for  his  cattle  than  the  patriarchs 
did.     But  with  this  rude   plenty, 
which  exists  i)ecause  civilisation  has 
not  yet  encroached  on  it,  there  may 
be  great  lack  of  many  of  the  com- 
forts    which    the    interchange    of 
nations  has  introduced  into  modern 
thickly  populated  countries.     For 
while  there  were  flocks  and  herds 
roaming  at  large,  and  runs  for  any 
number  of  cows,  so  that  milk  would 
be  plentiful,  there  would  perhaps  be 
no  tea  and  sugar,  which  are  no  less 
necessary  than  milk  to  a  modem 
breakfast   table.     It  is  the  benefit 
of  quick  travelling  and  carriage  by 
railway  that,  while  it  takes  some 
conmioditles  to  the  distant  village 
from  London  and  the  seaports,  it  also 
takes  away  native  products,  as  butter 
and  milk.    It  is  at  first  sight  strange, 
but  with  reasoning  becomes  most 
evident,  that  milk    is  nowhere  so 
difficult    to   obtain     as    in     those 
villages  where  a  60  or  70  cow  cheese 
is  made,  or  where  a  hundred  cows 
are  milked  for  the  London  market. 
The  rent  is  high  because  the  land  is 
valuable,    and    the   farmer  strains 
every  nerve  to  make  the  most  of  his 
specialty,  be  it  Cheddar  cheese  or 
new  milk,  from  which  his  rent  and 


other  expenses  are  to  be  met.    It  is 
therefore  notorious  that  where  a 
man  only  keeps  one  or  two  cows 
milk  may  be  bought,  but  where  he 
keeps  a  hundred  none  can  be  bought. 
The  farmer  works  up  to  agony  point 
to  excel  in  the  article  he  prides 
himself  on,  his   big  cheese  or  his 
milk.     It  is  therefore  the  result  of 
the  natural  working  of  economic 
laws.     There  were  no  quick  milk* 
trains  running  in  the  days  of  the 
Plantagenet  kings,    and   therefore 
the  serf  had  plenty  of  milk,  which, 
as  they  say,   is  a  fine  thing  for 
children;,  but   the   swift    clippers 
which  now  bring  tea  had  not  started 
from  China,  nor  had  sugar  become 
a    commodity     saleable    at    every 
village   shop.     In  the  roll  of  the 
household  expenses  of  Richard  de 
Sw  infield.  Bishop  of  Hereford,  edited 
by  the  Rev.  John  "Webb,  we  find  in 
1290  rude  plenty  of  primeval  food, 
but  few  comforts — ^fifty  beeves  were 
driven  in  to  be  salted  for  the  winter 
use,   the  salt  being  brought  from 
Droitwich,  and   numbers  of  sheep 
and  pigs ;  also  five  casks  of  wine  came 
from  Bristol,  and  inmiense  quanti- 
ties of  ale  were  brewed,  chiefly  by 
women.     Amongst  the  list  of  the 
spices  and  precious  things,  we  find 
a  pound  or  two  of  the  then  valuable 
article   of  sugar,   with  which  the 
Crusades  had  familiarised  Western 
Europe,  but  we  find  the  price  was 
eightpence  a  pound,  and  the  same 
sum  of  eightpence  is  entered    for 
seventy  gallons  of  strong  beer.  The 
carrying  trade    was    then    in    its 
infancy,  and  home  produce  was  as 
cheap,  because  it  could  not  be  ex- 
ported, as  foreign  produce  was  dear, 
for  a  contrary  reason.     We  must 
therefore  balance  the  excess  of  one 
commodity  against  the  want  of  an- 
other before  we  say  which  would  be 
better  ofl*,  the  old  serf  or  the  modem 
labourer.    Rude  plenty  of  nature's 
products  were  at  hand,  and  no  one 
competing  for  or  claiming  them^ 
they  were  as  free  as  blackberries 
in    our    hedges   or    nuts    in   onr 
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autumnal  coppices.  Bat  beyond 
this  little  else.  It  was  colonial  life, 
with  free  pasture  of  commons  for 
cows,  pigs,  and  geese ;  fire- wood  as 
pleni^ul  as  in  an  American  forest, 
and  elbow  room  as  much  as  there  is 
on  a  prairie,  but  few  comforts. 

Nod  omnia  feret  omnia  tellus. 

Ab  to  clothes,  they  were  spnn  at 
home.  There  was  Httle  money,  and 
the  lord  paid  by  what  we  should 
call  *  the  truck  system ; '  he  had 
tenants  to  whom  he  gave  common^ 
age  of  estover — ^that  is,  necessary 
run  for  the  man's  horses — in  ex- 
change for  which  the  man  was  to 
plough  and  cart  for  his  lord,  and 
serve  him  with  man  and  horse  in 
time  of  war.  There  was  also  com- 
mon right  of  twrhary — to  cut  peat 
and  fdel— called  also  wood-hote  ;  and 
commonage  of  piscary — to  catch 
fish.  We  have  heard  of  the  domes- 
tic servants  in  Scotland,  in  old  times, 
bargaining  that  they  should  not 
have  salmon  more  than  three  days 
a  week,  but  the  Great  Northern 
Bailway  now  prevents  their  being 
overdone  with  salmon  or  grouse. 
The  London  aldermen  save  them 
putting  that  covenant  into  their 
Mrings. 

But  in  fact  it  is  luxury  which 
now  divides  classes ;  in  those  days 
wealth  could  buy  nothing,  and 
therefore  money,  which  is  only  a 
means  to  an  end,  was  valueless. 
We  find  that  all  classes  lived  much 
the  same — the  serf  boarded  with 
his  master,  and  they  had  only  the 
salt-cellar  between  them. 

Splendet  in  mensa  tenoi  salinum. 

We  read  of  the  rich  having  in 
winter  only  a  grass-fed  calf,  salted 
and  fresh-water  fish.  A  man  de- 
scribed his  winter  progress,  to  his 
friend,  in  this  way:  *I  am  half-way 
up  one  side  of  the  calf;  and  shall 
soon  be  coming  down  the  other.'  A 
great  falling  off  this  from  Solomon's 
'stalled  ox  and  contention  there- 
with.'   J'anoy  being  invited  out  to 


dinner  with  a  Plantagenet  noble, 
and  finding  salted  veal  and  fresh- 
water fish — a  few  roach  and  dace, 
or  a  carp  that  had  spoiled  a  bottle 
of  port  wine  by  being  stewed  in 
it.  The  entrees  would  have  been 
very  acceptable  then.  The  veal 
being  salted  would,  at  all  events, 
save  the  trouble  of  bacon  or  ham 
as  an  opposite  dish.  The  serf 
certainly  was  not  made  unhappy 
by  the  smell  of  his  lord's  kitchen. 
Everywhere  there  was  rude  hos- 
pitality, a  welcome  to  all  comers, 
and  no  questions;  it  was  in  the 
epoch  before  begging  as  a  trade  had 
been  invented.  Kushes  to  sleep  on 
and  a  billet  of  wood  for  a  pillow 
enabled  hospitality  to  be  without 
stint  and  without  hypocrisy.  No 
one  was  very  rich,  no  one  had  luxu- 
ries; all  had  occasional  mischances, 
leading  to  privations,  for  crops 
might  fail,  and  there  were  no  roads. 
When  there  was  no  com  in  Canaan 
they  must  saddle  their  mules  and 
go  elsewhere  for  it.  Such  is  the 
life  of  all  newly  settled  countries. 
Longfellow's  description  (in  Evan- 
geline)  is  very  much  of  universal 
application  to  all  backwoods  and 
sheep-run  settlements  : 

Columns  of  pale  blue  smoke,  like  clouds 

of  incense  ascending, 
Rose  from  a  hundred  hearths,  the  homes 

of  peace  and  contentment. 
Thus  dwelt  together  in  love,  these  simple 

Arcadian  farmers — 
Dwelt  in  the  love  of  God  and  of  man. 

Alike  were  they  free  from 
Fear  that  reigns  with  the  tyrant  and  envy 

the  vice  of  republics. 
Neither  locks  had  they  to  their  doors  nor 

bars  to  their  windows, 
But  their  dwellings  were  open  as  day  and 

the  hearts  of  their  owners  ; 
There  the  richest  was  poor,  and  the  poorest 
yet  lived  in  abundance. 

When  it  is  debated,  as  in  the 
present  Parliament,  whether  land 
and  tenements  should  endure  all 
the  burdens  of  taxation,  or  whether 
funded  property  should  also  con- 
tribute to  the  general  exchequer, 
the  question  comes  home — how 
came  poor  rates  to  rest  upon  land 
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only?  By  looking  back  to  the  fendal 
times  we  find  the  answer.  Every 
lord  had  his  vassals,  living  on  his 
manor  with  their  serfs  nnder  them, 
living  also  on  their  subdivisions  of 
the  manor,  each  owing  service  to 
the  one  above  him ;  these  (as  there 
was  no  other  wealth  or  property 
besides  what  came  from  land)  had 
to  support  the  army— every  lord 
calling  his  clan  together  at  the 
bidding  of  prince  or  earl.  If  pro- 
perty was  to  be  defended,  it  must 
m  those  times  be  done  bv  those 
who  held  the  land,  or  be  left  un- 
done. The  tenure  of  land  was  suit 
and  service  in  the  battle-field.  If 
the  population  was  to  Ivve  in  the 
jpre'trvanvfacturing  age,  clearly  it 
n^ust  live  off  the  land.  As  land  be- 
came enclosed,  and  got  gradually 
into  large  farms  and  estates,  instead 
of  small  holdings,  those  who  had 
lived  partly  by  working  for  the  lord 
and  partly  by  cultivating  their 
plots,  aided  by  the  right  of  common 
for  their  cows  and  geese,  and  the 
right  of  forest  for  their  swine  and 
for  their  wood  and  turf^  must  be 
supported  somehow.  That  by  which 
they  had  existed  was  gone,  and 
therefore  it  was  but  common  justice 
that  those  who  swallowed  up  those 
old  privileges  should  disgorge  what 
they  had  swsJlowed  up  in  some  other 
shape.  The  land  had  fed  and  sup- 
ported the  cottagers — clearly  the 
land  must  support  its  children.  And 
its  owners  chose  to  say.  No  more 
rights  of  common,  be  they  estover, 
piscary,  or  turbary;  we  will  employ 
you  to  work  for  us  as  your  masters ; 
and  if  you  are  feeble  or  old,  and  can- 
not work,  we  will  support  you.  Hence 
poor  rate,  at  first  attempted  by  a 
voluntary  subscription  amongst  the 
landowners;  and  when  the  volun- 
tary principle  proved  too  weak,  a 
rate  to  be  levied  on  the  land. 

Sir  Thomas  More  says,  in  his 
Utopiay  that  in  the  time  of  Henry 
VlL  the  demands  to  supply  the 
wool  trade  of  the  Netherlands  be- 
came so  urgent,  that  vast  flocks  of 


sheep  were  introduoed,  and  tlia 
crofts  of  the  cottiers  were  over-roiu 
The  dissolution  of  the  monasteries 
also  sent  forth  vast  households  of 
dependants  into  the  world,  with' 
their  occupation  gone  and  no  new 
mode  of  gaining  a  livelihood  put  in 
its  place.  Hence  numerous  bodies  of 
sturdy  and  valiant  beggars  went 
about  demanding,  as  they  could 
earn  nothing,  that  something  should 
be  given  them.  There  were  many 
casuals,  with  no  casual  wards,  as  at 
present,  in  our  workhouses.  Hence 
the  laws  against  mendicancy  were 
forced  into  existence  by  the  men- 
dicants. But  the  severity  of  the 
laws  defeated  their  own  object.  In 
the  reign,  therefore,  of  Henry  VIIL 
it  was  ordained  that  every  land- 
holder should  contribute  to  a  fond 
to  be  distributed  by  the  bishops  and 
clergy  among  those  who  were  ia 
actual  want.  This  was  the  germ 
of  that  which  in  1 6oi  became  known 
as  the  Poor  Law  Act  of  the  43rd  of 
Elizabeth.  In  1723,  the  ninth  year 
of  George  I.,  worU^ouses  b^;an  io 
be  built;  and  in  1834,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abuses  of  out-door 
relief,  what  is  called  the  new  Poor 
Law  came  into  operation.  Thus 
those  who  formerly  lived  on  the 
land  are  now  kept  by  the  land. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  be  able 
to  trace,  from  old  documents,  the 
way  in  which  small  holdings  hare 
during  the  last  two  hundred  yean 
been  swallowed  up  by  the  lai^ 
ones. 

One  who  had  studied  this  subject^ 
writing  in  1829,  says: 

In  the  parish  of  Cla^^m  in  Sossex, 
there  is  a  &nn  called  Holt ;  it  contains  160 
acres  and  is  in  the  occupation  of  one  tensnt. 
During  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  cen- 
turies it  seems  to  have  been  a  hamlet  in 
which  there  were  at  least  twenty-one  pro- 
prietors of  land ;  we  have  now  lying  before 
us  twenty-one  distinct  conveyances  of  Imd 
in  fee,  described  to  be  parceb  of  this  hamlet 
These  documents  are  in  a  perfect  state  of 
preservation,  and  bear  various  dates  from 
1200  to  1400.  In  1400  the  number  of  pro- 
prietors began  to  decrease  ;  by  the  Jtat 
1520  it  had  been  reduced  to  six.    In  the 
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reign  of  James  I.  the  six  were  reduced  to 
tvo,  and  soon  after  the  restoration  of 
Charles  II.  the  whole  became  the  property 
of  one  owner,  who  leased  it  to  one  occupier 
as  tenant.  In  1840,  near  about  100  per- 
sons existed  out  of  the  produce  of  this  piece 
of  land — ^now,  we  may  assume,  including 
the  £Gurmer*8  family,  not  more  than  thirty 
or  forty  at  most,  if  indeed  so  many. 

'Where wealth  accumulates  and  men  decay/ 

In  1709  we  find  the  first  notice 
of  an  application  to  Parliament  to 
enclose  and  cultivate  commons  and 
waste  lands.  Many  Bills  were  from 
time  to  time  passed  with  similar 
powers,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
war  with  Napoleon  the  high  prices 
of  com  seemed  to  justify  all  land 
that  was  worth  cultivating  being 
oicloeed  for  this  purpose.  A  cal- 
culation has  been  made  that  from 
the  date  of  the  first  Enclosure 
Bill  to  the  end  of  the  Peninsular 
War,  five  thousand  parishes  have 
been  brought  under  similar  Acts. 
We  find  that  during  the  war  Bills 
were  introduced  at  the  rate  of 
&om  120  to  150  a  year,  and  as 
one  Bill  often  includes  a  manor 
containing  several  parishes,  we  can 
understand  that  very  little  valuable 
ground  remains  unenclosed.  There 
have  been  at  times  loud  murmurs 
fix)m  those  who  saw  their  cow-run 
or  goose-run  taken  away,  which  is 
natural  enough  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  opposition  clamours  have 
been  raised  to  give  the  people 
cheaper  bread  by  extending  cultiva- 
tion over  common  lands.  And  the 
same  people  who  shout  with  one 
side  of  their  mouth,  'Shame  to  take 
away  the  poor  man's  chance  of  turn- 
ing out  a  cow,'  say  with  the  other, 
*  Why  not  break  up  all  the  forests — 
the  New  Forest  for  instance?  Shame 
to  have  unproductive  land  while  the 
people  want  bread.'  In  the  same  way 
people  say,  '  Shame  to  eat  up  crops 
with  ground  game ;'  and  when  you 
have  done  away  with  ground  game 
ihey  will  say,  *  Shame  no  rabbits  for 
sale ;  taking  away  almost  the  only 
food  within  reach  of  a  poor  man  s 
purse.'    But  the  cries  of  the  public. 


like  the  street  cries,  are  not  always 
intelligible,  and  are  sometimes  con- 
tradictory, and  vox  jpopuli  is  not 
always  vox  Dei. 

However,  when  commons  were 
enclosed,  those  who  had  common 
rights  put  in  their  claims,  and  had 
portions  assigned  to  them,  a  bit  to 
each  house.  And  the  7th  of  the 
31st  of  Elizabeth  decrees  that  no 
house  shall  be  built  as  a  residence 
without  four  acres  being  assigned 
to  the  owner.  But  in  Stter  times 
cottagers  were  only  tenants,  and  not 
owners,  of  the  dwellings  they  in- 
habited, and  so  it  came  to  pass  that 
the  landed  proprietor  added  to  his 
demesne,  and  the  cottier's  cow 
had  to  take  to  the  highways  and 
byeways,  which  the  later  road  Acts 
decline  to  allow  to  the  aforesaid 
cows.  So  the  cow  had  to  be  got 
rid  of.  With  regard  to  the  times 
when  a  few  acres  were  assigned  to 
the  cottier  or  crofter,  when  land 
was  not  of  much  value,  and  when 
there  were  few  claimants  and  little 
competition  for  it,  it  was  given,  in 
lieu  of  his  right  to  turn  out  cattle 
and  cut  wood  and  turf,  to  the  cottier. 
But  as  cottiers  came  on  evil  days, 
or  when  the  property  at  death  was 
to  be  divided,  so  in  vaidous  ways 
it  was  parted  with,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring proprietors,  to  whom  it  was 
worth  mos<^  usually  bought  it,  the 
hedges  were  thrown  down,  and  so 
we  are  gradusJly  approaching  the 
days  of  joint-stock  farming  com- 
panies and  steam  ploughs.  The 
cottier  would,  as  Tusser  points  out 
in  his  Hundred  and  One  Points 
of  Hushandryy  have  been  better 
off  with  his  section  of  the  com- 
mon than  he  would  have  been 
with  his  right  to  rove  bver  the 
whole ;  but  then  who  was  to  stop 
him  firom  selling  it?  His  awanl 
under  Enclosure  Commissioners  was 
secure  against  the  law  turning  him 
out,  but  it  was  not  secure  against 
his  own  improvidence.  K  every 
cottager  now  had  four  acres  given 
him,  how  many  would  have  it  in 
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their  family  in  loo  years  ?  Gbod 
offers  Tvould  tempt  them ;  they 
would  not  say  with  Naboth,  *  God 
forbid  that  I  should  sell  the  inherit- 
ance of  my  fathers  unto  thee.' 

In  1762,  in  a  JN"orfolk  parish  a 
few  miles  from  Sandringham,  we 
find  an  old  record  stating  that  forty- 
one  cottiers  claimed  common  rights 
in  that  year,  and  each  obtained 
three  acres  of  land;  but  in  1804 
these  had  decreased  to  ten  small 
occupiers.  In  the  parish  of  Sidling- 
ton,  in  Bedfordshire,  it  appears  that 
in  the  year  1758  the  parish  con- 
tained fifty-eight  occupiers  of  crofts 
and  orchards.  In  1801  twenty-three 
of  these  small  holdings  had  ceased  to 
exist,  being  merged  in  larger  ones ; 
and  many  labourers  being  out  of 
work,  the  poor  rate  of  this  parish  rose 
from  6d.  in  the  pound  in  1758  to  45. 
in  the  pound  in  180 1.  In  another 
parish  the  poor  rates  of  1780  were 
50Z.,  and  in  1820  they  had  risen  to 
600I.  Of  course,  in  estimating  the 
increase  in  poor  rates  we  must  make 
allowance  for  police  and  other  coun- 
ty rates,  which,  as  years  roll  on, 
hSave  been  collected  under  the  head 
of  poor  rates. 

It  is  only  by  putting  oneself 
back  into  this  past  age,  when  com- 
mons were  fast  melting  away,  that 
one  can  at  all  understand  William 
Cobbett's  reiterated  injunctions  to 
the  poor  man  to  keep  a  cow  if 
he  could  possibly  manage  to  buy 
one. 

We  look  through  the  eyes  of  a 
past  generation  to  understand  such 
a  passage  as  this  one  from  Thomas 
Fuller  in  1648: 

The  good  landlord  noteth  that  enclosure 
made  without  depopulating  is  iiyurious  to 
none.  I  mean  if  proportionable  allotments 
be  made  to  the  poor  for  their  commonage, 
and  free  and  lease  holders  have  a  consider- 
able share  with  the  lord  of  the  manor. 
Object  not  that  enclosures  destroy  tillage, 
the  staff  of  a  country,  for  it  need  not  all  be 
converted  to  pasture.  Cain  and  Abel — 
the  ploughman  and  the  shepherd— may 
part  the  enclosures  betwixt  them. 

So  also  of  this  *  Prayer  for  Land- 


lords' in  the  last  Primer  of  Edward 
VI.: 

The  earth  is  Thine  and  all  that  theron  is, 
notwithstanding  Thou  hast  given  the  pot- 
session  thereof  to  the  children  of  men.  We 
heartily  pray  Thee  to  send  Thy  Holy  Spirit 
into  the  hearts  of  them  that  possess  the 
grounds  and  pastures  of  the  earth;  that 
3iey,  remembering  themselves  to  be  Thj 
tenants,  may  not  rack  and  stretch  out  the 
rents  of  their  houses  and  lands,  nor  yet  tab 
unreasonable  fines  and  incomes,  after  the 
manner  of  covetous  worldlings  ;  but  so  let 
them  out,  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  maj 
be  able  to  pay  the  rents,  and  to  live  and 
Dotirish  their  families,  and  to  relieve  the 
poor. 

Under  the  existing  and  very 
altered  state  of  things  in  England, 
can  we  return  to  the  small  crofter 
and  cottier  with  common  rights 
which  we  trace  by  lookinjr  bade  in 
the  history  of  England  under  Plan- 
tagenet  and  Tudor  kings?  Could 
we  if  we  would  ?  let  it  be  asked ;  and 
secondly,  wovM  we  if  we  could  ? 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  fact,  that  in 
Northumberland  and  some  other 
counties  the  labourer  still  has  accom- 
modation for  his  cow,  and  that  by 
the  recent  returns  to  Government 
it  is  shown  by  undeniable  arithmetic 
that  there  are  in  Great  Britain 
124,250  holdings  of  land  in  extetU 
from  one  to  five  acres.  As  allotment 
gardens  are  generally  under  half  or 
a  quarter  of  an  acre,  we  presume  that 
they  are  excluded  from  this  calcula- 
tion. If,  then,  there  be  so  many 
holdings  of  small  culture  as  the 
report  describes,  and  one-sixteenth 
of  the  whole  land  is  embraced 
in  holdings  of  less  than  twenty 
acres  each,  it  cannot  but  strike 
intelligent,  thinking  men,  that  there 
is  enough  in  small  plots  to  accom- 
modate anyone  who  has  a  special 
taste  for  a  small  farm.  Here  and 
there  a  bailiff  whose  wife  is  a  dairy- 
woman  may  find  it  profitable  in  old 
age  to  occupy  such  a  croft,  and  eke 
out  his  saviugs  by  keeping  a  litlfe 
poultry  and  a  cow  and  pig,  spending 
the  days  of  his  declining  strength  in 
the  same  occupation  which  he  has 
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followed  all  his  life.    But,  as  farming 
is  notoriously  slow  in  its  returns  of 
profit,    and  dependent  upon  many 
vicissitudes  and  also  upon  weather, 
as  an  investment  it  is  about  the  worst 
thing  ont,  and  it  would  not  pay  any 
one  ivho  could  work  at  a  trade  or 
get  good  wages  as  a  labourer  to  give 
up  his  weekly  earnings  for  the  profits 
whicli  can  be  made  of  a  croft  or  a 
few  acres  of  plough  land,  for  which 
the  horse  work  wouldhave  tobe  hired. 
We  see  that  those  who  hold  these 
small   occupations  are    obliged    to 
nnite  some  other  calling  with  them, 
such  as  that  of  carrier  or  dealer.  The 
cost   of  meat  and  com  would  be 
materially  enhanced  if  many  of  the 
large  farms  were  cut  up  into  small 
holdings ;  and  the  labouring  class  as 
a  body  would  suffer  in  another  way 
(which  has  not  been  sufficiently  con- 
sidered by  those  who  have  advocated 
a  return  to  small  holdings),  for  they 
would  be  thrown  out  of  work.     The 
larger  the  holding,  the  richer  the 
tenant;  and  the  higher  the  state 
of     cultivation,   the    more    labour 
is    employed.     The   large   farmer, 
using  machinery,  employs  perhaps 
six    or   seven  hands  to  a  hundred 
acres  of  arable  land ;   the  two  hun- 
dred acre  man  reduces  this  staff  of 
men  to  half;  the  hundred  acre  man 
still  reduces  it;  the  fifty  acre  man 
has  perhaps  only  one  labourer  besides 
his   own  family;    the  twenty  acre 
man  does  all  the  work  himself,  and 
perhaps  goes  out  at  hay  time  and 
harvest  to  help  the  larger  holders  of 
land.    Consequently,  if  the  soil  were 
let    off  in  small  holdings,  the  day 
labourer  would  be  ahnost  entirely 
driven   out  of  the  country.      This 
the    writers  on  political  economy, 
most  of  whom  have  been  bred  m 
towns    and    have    studied    theory 
without  seeing  it  tested  by  practice, 
have  overlooked.     Let  a  man  live 
in  a  country  parish  where  there  is 
perhaps  one  500  acre  farm  worked 
with  all  the  appliances  of  modem  ma- 
chinery—in fact,  a  meat-producing 
establishment — ^perhaps  two  farms 


of  moderate  proportions,  two  small 
ones,  and  three  or  four  under  twenty 
acres.  Let  him  as  he  walks  through 
that  parish  look  at  the  men  employed 
on  each,  let  him  go  into  their  cot- 
tages and  hear  what  they  say ;  then, 
when  he  has  seen  the  results,  let  him 
go  home  and  write  down  his  con- 
clusions: after  that  he  may  safely 
take  up  Mill's  Political  Economy 
and  go  into  theoiy  to  his  heart's 
content,  seasoning  it  as  he  goes  with 
experience  and  observation. 

We  have  endeavoured  in  a  pre- 
vious article  to  show  that  a  man  and 
one  strong  lad — ^which  will  be  below 
the  average  of  the  members  able  to 
work  in  any  given  family — will  be 
worth  with  harvest  gains  at  day 
labour  661.  a  year.  If  such  an 
average  family  spend  their  time 
on  twenty  acres  of  land,  will  the 
profit  be  661.  per  annum?  If  an 
arable  farmer  in  prosperous  times 
makes  il.  an  acre  profit,  he  will 
be  a  very  lucky  being.  How,  then, 
shall  the  cottier  without  any  of  the 
advantages  of  machinery  make  20L 
a  year  cS*  his  20  acres  r  And  26I. 
a  year  would  be  considerably 
below  what  his  day  labour  would 
bring  him  in. 

Again:  the  following  very  true 
picture  of  things  as  they  are  and 
things  as  they  are  represented  is 
from  a  recent  leading  article  in  the 
Times  newspaper : 

We  see  it  stated  indignantly,  as  if  a 
charge  at  once  grievous  and  unanswerable, 
that  the  labourer's  family  cannot  get  milk 
and  butter  and  eggs  and  poultiy  and  pork, 
and  the  other  petty  products  of  small  hus- 
bandry. He  can  get  nothing  except  from 
the  Tillage  shop,  the  baker,  or  the  butcher. 
We  are  invited  to  revolutionise  property 
and  subdivide  land  in  the  interests  of  a 
more  varied  and  nutritious  diet.  Upon 
this  we  have  to  observe,  with  regret,  that 
in  extensive  districts  of  Uiis  island—on  the 
chalk  downs  for  instance — there  are  no 
kine,  and  consequently  no  milk  or  butter ; 
that  under  a  regime  of  small  holdings  the 
butter,  eggs,  and  poultry  co  to  the  market, 
the  skimmed  milk  to  the  pigs ;  that,  in  fact, 
the  best  of  everything,  including  the  pork, 
goes  to  pay  rent  and  other  outgoings,  and 
It    is   the   merest    offiil,   trash,   rinsings 
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and  sweepings  of  everything,  that  go  to 
the  children.  It  was  so  fifty  years  ago, 
and  it  is  so  now.  It  would  he  true  kind- 
ness to  put  one  of  our  dainty  philosophers 
to  hoard  and  lodge  for  a  week  at  a  twenty - 
acre  farm,  to  he  treated  as  one  of  the  family. 

We  cannot  put  one  hand  of  a 
clock  back  without  putting  the  other 
back  also,  so  we  cannot  have  the 
imagined  joys  of  old  feudal  times  of 
*  merry  Old  England '  without  hav- 
ing also  its  inconveniences  and 
discomforts.  But  anyone  anxious 
to  try  what  it  was,  can  go  and  begin 
in  the  prairies  and  backwoods  of  a 
new  country,  and  there  he  can  be  a 
philosopher  in  earnest — ^he  can  have 
the  pleasure  of  building  a  log  hut, 
and  milking  his  own  cow,  and  of 
making  his  clothes,  as  Robinson 
Crusoe  did.  He  will  be  troubled 
with  no  squires  or  parsons,  no  game 
laws  or  poor  rates.  There  is  un- 
doubtedly freedom  about  it ;  and  the 
very  thought,  to  one  weary  of  over- 
civilisation,  is  as  refreshing  as  a 
trout  stream  in  Norway,  or  climbing 
Mont  Blanc;  but  even  in  such 
invigorating  pursuits  one  would 
not  like  to  spend  one's  life. 

Would  we,  if  we  could,  cause  every 
loom  in  Manchester  to  stop,  that  the 
good-wife  should  spin  in  the  cottage 
porch  ?  Would  we  do  away  with  the 
corn-growing  fens  of  Lincolnshire, 
that  duck  and  mallard  might  be 
plentiful  ?  or  the  turnip  culture  of 
Norfolk,  that  the  green  lane  might 
exist  to  receive  the  cottier's  cows  ? 
But  what  people  want  is  the  plums 
out  of  the  cake  of  the  Plantagenet 
and  Tudor  times  stuck  into  our  own 
civilised  pudding,  so  that  we  may 
have  their  liberty  and  freedom  from 
taxation,  their  unenclosed  commons, 
&c.,  and  our  comforts  and  advan- 
tages of  civilisation — in  fact,  the 
advantages  of  an  old  country  and  a 
new  one  combined.  The  old  croft 
had  a  very  winding  fence  round  it, 
very  ornamental  and  unlike  Dutch 
gardening;  the  original  serf,  who 
enclosed  it  for  his  croft,  followed  the 
tortuous  windings  of  the  watercourse 
to  save  himself  trouble  in  throwing 


out  the  ditch  and  making  the  fimoe 
to  prevent  his  cow  frx)m  wandering. 
Would  England  gain  in  the  sum  total 
of  her  wealth  if  these  were  all 
restored  as  they  used  to  exist  ?  Ask 
Mr.  Alderman  Mechi.  He  tells  us 
the  pollard  trees  round  this  sort 
of  small  enclosures  are  worth  one 
shilling  at  two  hundred  years  old, 
and  they  lose  five  shillings  every 
year  to  the  com  of  England  by  the 
injury  they  do  with  root  and  shade. 
The  tendency  of  the  age  is,  on  the 
contrary,  to  go  yet  more  in  advance, 
to  do  away  with  middle-sized  hold- 
ings, for  political  economy  shows  us 
clearly  that  large  establishments  can 
do  any  work  much  more  economi- 
cally than  small  ones.  And  if  small 
farmers  cannot  raise  the  wages  of 
their  men  because  they  get  do 
profits  out  of  which  to  do  it,  oar 
hope  is  in  large  forms  with  great 
capital  embarked.  If  great  capital- 
ists cannot  be  found  to  undertake 
the  work,  why  not  jotntstoch 
companies?  Steam  ploughs  are 
only  recently  admitted  to  be  neces- 
sary to  large  tracts  of  land  ;  but  we 
have  before  us  a  paper  recently  readby 
Mr.  Fowler,  of  the  Prebendal  Earm, 
Aylesbury,  at  the  Central  Farmers' 
Club,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
one  firm  alone  is  turning  out  200 
sets  of  steam  tackle  annually  for 
England  and  50  for  exportation.  If 
we  can  plough  by  machinery,  reap 
by  machinery,  and  thresh  by  ma- 
chinery, are  we  not  in  an  age  the 
onward  signs  of  which  are  not  to 
be  mistaken  ?  It  is  an  age  of  pro- 
gress, and  an  age  not  likely  to 
listen  to  people  who  would  persuade 
us  to  go  back  to  barbaric  tools — the 
spade  and  the  flail — and  to  fields  that 
would  consume  a  fourth  of  the  area 
of  England  in  hedges  and  ditches  \a 
separate  them.  Man  as  the  mere 
labourer  is  becoming  man  the  direc- 
tor of  other  forces  ;  and  though  in 
the  origin  of  threshing  machines 
the  peasantry  conceived  that  their 
craft  as  threshers  was  over,  now 
the  difficulty  is  to  find  an  old  hand 
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to  use  the  flail ;  and  tlio  youth  of 
the  present  age  have  never  learnt  to 
wield  it. 

And,  in  fact,  labourers  have 
moved  -with  the  movements  of  the 
age.  The  improvements  which 
since  the  days  of  our  forefathers 
hare  been  introduced,  they  have 
shared  in.  Society,  like  the  cloud 
of  the  poet's  fancy — 

Sfoveth  altogether,  if  it  move  at  all. 

All  classes  have  participated  in  the 
comforts  andconveniences  which  are 
the  result  of  more  civilised  times. 
Therefore  it  is  unjust  to  look  back 
and  sigh  for  the  freedom  of  early 
times  when  we  have  that  which 
more  than  compensates  ns.  True 
that  there  is  far  greater  difference 
now  than  there  used  to  be  500 
years  ago  between  the  highest  and 
the  lowest  classes  of  society ;  that, 
however,  is  the  natural  result  of 
wealth.  When  there  were  few  things 
to  be  purchased  with  money,  the 
king"  and  the  peasant  lived  very 
much  alike.  Now  the  king  can  buy 
all  that  money  can  be  exchanged 
for,  and  the  peasant  is  only  able  to 
buy  what  his  weekly  earnings  will 
afford.  When,  therefore,  the  poet 
laments  that  'the  wheel  is  sUent 
in  the  vale,'  by  which  he  means 
that  every  good- wife  does  not  weave 
or  spin  her  own  clothes,  he  utters  a 
truth — but  only  one  side  of  a  truth 
— ^because  the  good- wife  can  with  a 
shilHng  (which  she  can  earn  in  a 
^ay)  buy  far  more  caHco  made  by 
machinery  at  Manchester  than  she 
could  &bricate  in  a  week. 

This  seems  too  simple  to  need  any 
statement,  for  it  is  one  of  the  truisms 
of  civilisation.  Yet  we  speak  of  it 
because  it  is  the  custom  now  to 
dress  up  the  feudal  ages  as  *  the  good 
old  times,'  without  stating  the  ques- 
tion of  loss  and  gain  on  either  side, 
which  is  necessary  to  make  a  fair 
comparison  between  those  times  and 
our  own.  We  will  give  two  simple 
illustrations— education  and  medical 
science — to  show  that  the  peasant 


and  the  artisan  have  shared  in  the 
advantages  of  being  bom  in  the 
nineteenth  century.  In  most  parish- 
es throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
when  the  new  Education  Act  shall 
have  come  into  full  operation  we 
shall  be  able  to  say  in  all  parishes, 
education  will  be  brought  to  the 
doors  of  every  cottage.  This  edu- 
cation will  combine  knowledge  suf- 
ficient for  the  children  of  peasants, 
and  that  discipline  which  trained 
teachers  so  well  know  how  to  in- 
stil, for  the  smallest  sum  imagin- 
able. This  is  more, than  princes 
coidd  command  before  the  age  of 
printing,  and  which  now  will  pro- 
bably leave  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  the  middle  classes  at  second- 
rate  boarding  schools  far  behind. 
Again,  to  speak  of  improved  medical 
science.  A  labourer  meets  with  an 
accident,  breaks  a  limb,  or  requires 
some  difficult  operation  in  surgery 
to  be  performed  ;  he  gets  an  order, 
and  is  moved  into  a  hospital, 
where  he  gets  better  attendance,  be- 
cause trained  nurses  and  resident 
surgeons  are  at  his  beck  and  call, 
than  the  squire  caA  obtain  at  his 
country  mansion,  or  than  emperors 
could  have  had  a  hundred  years  ago. 
Let  these  things  be  borne  in  mind 
by  those  who  say  that  the  rich  have 
a  monopoly  of  all  the  practical  out- 
come of  science  and  of  art. 

One  thing,  however,  and  that  a 
most  important  one,  seems  to  have 
passed  from  us  with  the  days  that 
are  gone — ^a  thing  which  we  pro- 
bably shall  never  recover,  but  which, 
if  we  could  regain  it,  would  do  much 
to  reunite  the  employers  and  the 
employed.  We  mean  that  mutual 
reverence  and  affection  which  the 
master  had  for  the  servant  and  the 
servant  for  the  master  in  feudal 
times.  The  present  is  an  age  of 
*  eye-service  as  men-pleasers.'  The 
feeling  which  used  to  exist,  akin  to 
that  of  parent  and  child,  has  been 
broken  up,  partly  by  faults  on  either 
side,  but  chiefly^  by  the  'cash 
nexus'   tie,  which  loosed  the  ties 
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of  fellowship  and  attempted  to  bind 
men  with  the  fetters  of  Mammon. 
In  the  old  days,  Addison  speaks 
with  reverence  of  the  feelings  he 
entertained  for  Sir  Roger  de  Cover- 
ley  when  he  saw  all  the  knight's 
servants  grown  old  in  their  master's 
service.  In  these  go-ahead  days  of 
Fanning  to  and  fro,  servants  con- 
sider it  rather  the  correct  thing  to 
see  the  world  by  changing  places 
often.  *  Why  do  you  want  to  leave, 
Sarah  ?  *  said  a  mistress.  *No  &nlt, 
ma'am,  but  I  have  been  here  nearly 
a  twelvemonth,  and  I  thonght  I  had 
better  make  &  change,'  was  the  re- 
ply. A  strange  reason  for  going,  but 
not  an  uncommon  one.  *  "Will  you 
raise  me  a  shilling  next  week,  or  I 
shall  be  glad  of  my  money  on  Sa- 
turday night?' — a  want  of  'cash 
nexus '  here  dearly.  In  the  days  of 
the  Tudor  kings  there  was  no 
running  about;  men  were  station- 
ary on  the  same  manor  for  genera- 
tions, and  the  feeling  of  clanship 
descended  from  father  to  son  for  suc- 
cessive generations.  Mr.W.  R.  Greg 
hfis  well  described  the  reasons  why 
there  was  often  good  feeling  between 
the  lord  and  serf  in  these  words  : 

The  serf  lived  upon  his  master^s  land, 
often  in  his  house;  the  same  families  served 
the  same  chiefs  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, till  they  became  a  portion  of  them ; 
they  were  identified  with  their  interests — 
partook  of  their  pride — shared  their  for- 
tnnes,  and  were  illuminated  by  their  splen- 
dour. In  this  relation,  amid  much  that 
was  rude  and  brutal  there  was  also  much 
that  was  touching  and  affectionate.  On 
the  part  of  the  vas^  hereditary  attachment 
and  sublime  devotion  ;  on  the  part  of  the 
master  sentiments  of  regard — he  looked 
upon  his  vassals  as  a  secondary  class  of 
children,  whom  it  was  his  pride  to  cherish 
and  tofosUr,  as  well  as  to  govern. 

The  historian  who  has  done  most 
to  illustrate  the  domestic  history  of 
this  period  quotes,  in  confirmation 
of  this^ood  fellowship,  the  oaths  of 
the  freeman  and  of  the  villain.  The 
oath  of  the  latter  runs  in  these 
words: 

The  villain  when  he  shall  do  fealty  to  his 
lord   shall  hold  his  right  hand  over  the 


book  and  shall  say:  Hear  you,  my  loil, 
that  I  from  this  day  forth  unto  you  shall  be 
true  and  futhfal,  and  shall  owe  you  fealtj 
for  the  land  which  I  hold  of  you  in  villan- 
age  ;  and  that  no  evil  or  damage  will  I  sm 
concerning  you,  but  I  will  defend  and  wn 
you  to  my  power.  So  help  me  God  and&ll 
His  saints. 

And  Sir  Francis  Palgrave,  in  the 
oath  taken  to  an  Anglo-Saxon  king, 
adds  these  words : 

Lord,  I  will  be  faithful  and  true  to  thee. 
AU  whom  thou  dost  love,  I  will  love  ;  lU 
that  thou  dost  shun,  I  will  shun;  nerer 
wittingly  or  willingly  will  I  do  aught  that 
is  hurtful  to  thee. 

If  it  were  possible  (now  that 
circumstances  have  brought  the  re- 
lation of  employers  and  employed 
before  the  world)  that  better  feel- 
ings could  be  pUmted  and  made  to 
grow  on  either  side,  feelings  akin 
to  those  which  existed  in  the  old 
feudal  times  between  the  best  speci- 
mens of  master  and  serf,  much  might 
be  done.  Irritating  demauds  make 
irritated  combinations  of  masters, 
and  vice  versd. 

The  bystander  often  has  power  to 
use  conciliatory  words,  which  the 
parties  interested  cannot  use,  and  to 
say  things  of  them  which  they  can- 
not say  of  themselves ;  hence.  Lord 
Bacon  has  wisely  observed  that  it  is 
one  of  the  offices  of  friendship  to 
provide  a  person  who  can  so  spieaL 
The  press  and  the  pulpit  might,  as 
bystanding  agencies,  do  a  great 
deal  to  conciliate  parties. 

"We  do  not  think  the  Labourera* 
Union  will  do  much  for  the  pea- 
santry by  way  of  direct  results. 
But  indirectly  it  may  do  much, 
and  has  done  much.  We  know 
many  whom  it  has  already  weaned 
from  the  public-house.  It  rouses 
men  out  of  their  lethargy ;  it  leads 
them  to  look  into  their  state  and 
compare  it  with  that  of  others.  Tlieii 
follow  the  questions  asked  by  way 
of  self-examination :  If  this  is  my 
present  state,  must  it  be  always  my 
state  ?  K  no  one  else  will  help  me, 
can  I  not  help  myself?  We  have 
ourselves  hee^  this  sort  of  ques- 
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tions  asked,  and  migration,  emigra- 
tion, allotment  gjSdens,  and  the 
various  other  proposed  remedies 
freely  discussed  by  men  in  the  fields. 
Early  marriages,  love  of  tobacco  and 
beer,  are  admitted  to  be  obstacles 
which  have  prevented  many  from 
getting  a  fair  start.  One  man  parti- 
cularly -we  were  amused  at,  a  sawyer, 
about  forty-five  years  old,  who  began 
reckoning  up  with  a  bit  of  chalk  on 
a  plank  which  he  had  just  sawed 
out,  what  he  had  spent  in  beer  since 
he  was  tweniy  years  old.  He  put 
the  sum  at  a  shilling  a  day  for 
twenty-five  years  as  a  basis  of  his 
calculations,  and  reckoning  interest 
he  considered  500Z.  what  he  should 
have  saved.  But  as  he  very  quietly 
said,  *  We  will  put  it  at  a  shilling  a 
day,  but  when  the  fit  was  on  me  a 
shilling  a  day  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.'  He  has  been  six  months 
a  total  abstainer,  and  hopes  to 
keep  so. 

There  is  a  fear  lest  the  Idbounng 
vian^  being  made  too  much  of,  inter- 
viewed, got  hold  of  by  papers,  by 
agitators  working  on  that  little 
knowledge  which  Pope  pronounced 
to  be  so  dangerous  a  thing,  should 
be  unsettled.  There  is  fear  lest  a 
morbid  feeling  should  spring  up 
amongst  the  labouring  classes ;  and 
from  hearing  so  much  about  the 
hardships  of  labour,  they  should 
begin  to  think  labour  itself  to  be  a 
degradation.  If  the  Catechism  of 
the  Established  Church  should  be 
driven  out  of  rate  schools,  we  hope 
this  passage  will  be  taught  still 
in  cottages,  *to  learn  and  labour 
truly  to  get  my  own  living,  and  to 
do  my  duty  in  that  state  of  life  unto 
which  it  shall  please  God  to  call 
me.' 

Many  things  combine  to  make 
this  unhealthy  morbid  feeling  take 
root  in  people's  minds.  Look  at 
the  love  of  tawdry  dress  amongst 
female  servants ;  the  cheap  flashy 
but  poor  goods  bought  now,  instead 
of  serviceable  wearing  articles ;  look 
ftt  the  nonsense  that  is  talked  about 
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it  being  degrading  for  a  labourer's 
wife  (who,  having  been  up  at  five 
o'clock  of  a  fine  summer  morning, 
has  managed  her  household  affairs 
for  the  day)  to  go  out  hay-making 
or  weeding.  Why  should  not  people 
say  it  is  degrading  for  a  countess 
to  go  into  her  conservatory  if  it  is 
degrading  for  a  labouring  woman  to 
shake  out  sweet-smelling  hay?  The 
hay-field  is  her  conservatory,  and 
much  enjoyment  and  health  she 
gains.  But  to  work  in  a  factory, 
because  it  is  indoors,  that  is  not 
degrading ! 

We  are  told  education  will  make 
people  more  sensible,  and  will  coun- 
teract all  this.  But  it  is  not  yet 
proved  that  high  education  will  not 
make  people  despise  the  lowly  offices 
of  life.  *  If  you  are  a  lady  and  I  am 
a  lady,  who  is  to  milk  the  cows  ?' 
says  the  old  Spanish  proverb.  What 
time  William  of  Wykeham  and 
other  hke  wise  and  benevolent  men 
founded  schools  with  money  to  sup- 
port a  number  of  poor  scholars, 
things  were  different.  Clerks  were 
wanted  in  ages  when  kings  used  to 
sign  their  mark  of  a  cross  instead  of 
writing,  but  clerks  are  not  wanted 
now.  Nothing  is  so  injurious  to  a 
man  as  to  fit  him  for  a  clerk  without 
finding  him  a  situation.  He  is  not 
wanted  in  England — all  learned  pro- 
fessions are  full;  and  the  agents  in 
the  colonies  write,  *  Don't  send  us 
clerks,  send  us  men  who  can  rough 
it,  and  use  a  pickaxe  and  shovel' 
If  a  boy  of  quick  parts  was  sent 
to  a  foundation  school  four  hundred 
years  ago,  he  might  rise  to  great 
eminence,  and  was  sure  to  get  a  liv- 
ing; now  he  would  be  pretty  sure  to 
be  a  poor  gentleman,  a  briefless 
barrister,  a  clerk  out  of  office,  or  a 
curate  on  less  pay  than  the  squire's 
butler.  A  poor  woman  in  her  own 
station  of  life  becomes  a  good  cook 
or  dairywoman,  but  educate  her  out 
of  her  sphere,  and  she  becomes — 
what?  A  second-rate  governess, 
and  answers  an  advertisement  for  a 
situation,  in  reply  to  which  applica- 
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tion  she  is  told  tliat  her  letter  was 
one  of  300  received  that  morning. 

But  if  the  enquiries  which  the 
present  agitation  has  set  afloat  in 
men's  minds  leads  the  labourer  to 
rise  in  his  own  path  of  life,  it  will 
not  have  been  in  vain.  There  is 
an  improvable  fotnre  before  every 
man;  there  are  steps  in  the  la« 
bonrer*s  ladder  whidi  follow  on  one 
after  another,  if  only  he  is  deter- 
mined to  rise  by  thrift  and  industry. 
These  feelings  want  stimulating  a^ 
calling  out ;  they  want  fostering  by 
hope,  for  hope  is  the  great  sweetener 
of  Ufe,  and  show  a  man  others  pros- 
pering, even  if  it  be  only  one  or  two 
instances  of  men  rising  in  the  social 
scale,  to  manage  an  engine  at  in- 
creased wages,  to  be  a  foreman,  to 
rent  a  few  cows  as  dairyman — show 
him  these  things,  and  he  says,  *  I 
will  strive,  I  w3l  not  be  content  to 
dream  away  my  life,  possibly  I  shall 
succeed.'  How  many  men  are 
wanted  now  as  foremen  on  feurms, 
and  how  difficult  it  is  to  find  the 
man  with  the  necessary  require- 
ments— few  and  simple  as  these  are, 
viz.  honesty,  good  temper,  a  little 
knowledge  of  accounts,  and  a  quiet 
forethought,  so  as  to  know  every 
morning  how,  without  fuss,  to  send 
a  number  of  men  and  a  number  of 
horses  each  to  their  allotted  work. 
The  observation  of  the  seeing  eye, 
as  a  man  goes  through  his  work  in 
the  lower  grades  of  labour,  has  al- 
ready raised  many  into  the  higher 
grades  of  the  same  industry,  and 
will  raise  many  more.  We  have  the 
strongest  possible  illustration  of  this 
in  the  cowmen  in  the  South-west 
of  England.  The  hard-working 
dairyman  saves  a  few  pounds,  and 
marries  a  domestic  servant  who  has 
been  acting  as  dairywoman  at  the 
farm-house,  who  also  has  saved 
some  money.  For  these  people  as 
a  class  have  thrift  and  energy ; 
qualities,  I  admit,  fostered  by  the 
hope  of  rising  in  life.  The  way  is 
clear  before  them,  and  they  seldom 
&il,  but  it  is  the  feet  of  the  way  be- 


ing clear  that  gives  the  stimulus  to 
begin  early  to  woik  and  to  save. 
Their  next  step  is  to  rent  a  gxD^ 
dairy,  which  requires  but  little  capi- 
tal. They  begin  at  Candlemas,  and 
want  one  quarter's  rent  in  hand,  as 
by  the  next  quarter  the  calves  imd 
butter  have  come  in  to  meet  the 
expenses.  After  this  working  of 
their  snudl  capital,  they  in  a  few 
years  take  farms,  and  the  writer 
knows  three  such  instance  within 
a  few  miles  of  his  residence,  of  men 
who  are  now  farming  with  energy 
and  economy  good-sized  holdings, 
whose  beginning  was  at  t^e  bottom 
of  the  social  ladder.  It  may  be 
noticed  in  passing  that  something 
like  the  germs  of  the  co-operatiye 
system  exist  in.  this  system  of  rent^ 
ing  a  dairy.  A  farmer  hires  of  a 
landed  proprietor  a  tract  of  land ; 
he  finds  capital  to  buy,  say,  twenty 
cows ;  these  cows  he  lets  out  for 
loZ.  or  12Z.  a  year  to  an  under 
tenant,  who,  with  his  wife,  does  the 
dairy  work,  and  makes  butter  or 
cheese.  Here  the  three  parties  share 
the  returns,  the  landlord,  the  fanner, 
and  the  working  man. 

This  movement  has  in  it  one  ex- 
cellent element,  which  is  set  forth 
in  all  speeches  and  will  reach  the 
ears  of  thousands — it  encourages 
an  mdependerU  spirit — ^it  sets  forth 
parish  pay  or  a  life  passed  in  the 
bondage  of  a  workhouse  as  the 
greatest  possible  degradation  which 
can  happen  to  a  free-bom  English- 
man. And  herein  it  only  confirms 
the  old  spirit  which  actuated  oar 
forefathers  in  the  ante-Poor-Law 
times,  who  considered  charity  given 
to  the  able-bodied  as  the  worst  of 
crimes.  Hence  the  severe  laws 
which  were?  passed  300  years  ago 
against  the  'givers  as  well  as  the 
receivers  of  unnecessary  alms. 
Those  who  have  read  the  articles 
from  the  pen  of  Sydney  Smith  and 
other  writers  in  the  Edinburgh 
Review  of  fifty  years  ago  will  re- 
member how  the  system  of  out- 
door  relief^  which  was  then  rife, 
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would  render    Englishmen    worse 
ihan  slaves. 

The  poor  law  (says  Professor  Thorold 
Bogen)  prefvails  in  no  other  cotintrj  besides 
England.  Up  to  the  Irish  famine  of  1846 
it  had  not  been  adopted  in  that  island.  Up 
to  the  dismption  of  the  Scotch  Kirk,  and  the 
scardtj  of  the  same  epoch,  it  was  existent 
in  Soodand  only  in  a  Tery  modified  form. 
Even  now  in  both  these  countries  it  is  ad- 
ministered with  a  wise  severity.  As  a  con- 
sequence the  ill-fed  Irish  labourer  and  the 
thrifty  Scotch  peasant  are  incomparably 
more  enterprising  and  alert  than  the  Eng- 
lish fiirm  labourer ;  though  the  Irish  have 
never  colonised  independently,  and  the  Low- 
land Scotch  are  of  the  same  race  as  ourselves. 
(PolU,  Econ,  p.  126.) 

The  old  English  theory  was  that 
only  the  *  impotent  beggar  *  should 
be  relieyed.     To  distinguish  him, 
from  the  able-bodied,  a  certificate, 
signed  with  the  seal  of  the  parish 
which  was  his  home,  was  given  him, 
as  a   hawker's    license  wonld   be 
given  now-a-days.     We  know  how 
severe  was  the  punishment  which 
the  laws  of  that  age  ordained  for 
the  able-bodied    if    he    degraded 
bimself  into  a  sturdy  tramp.     And 
the  original  Poor  Law  of  the  43rd  of 
Elizabeth  carried  out  much  of  the 
spirit,    and  only    in    later    times 
were  these  safeguards  against  idle- 
ness removed.      In  1782  many  of 
them  were   abolished  by  what  is 
known  as  Gilbert's  Act,  and  the 
same  fatal  policy  was  brought  to 
a  climax  in  181 5   by  East's  Act, 
by  which  out- door  relief  was  made 
legal  to  all  poor  alike.      If  anyone 
doubts  this,  let  him  peruse  the  first 
two  chapters  of  Professor  Fawcett's 
admirable  lectures  on  Political  Eco- 
nomy, delivered  in  1870.    And  who 
sbaU  say  that  the  Poor  Law  is  not 
too  lenient  now  in  some  of  its  pro- 
visions ?  for  the  Board  in  London 
this  spring  has  sent  circulars  to  all 
the  miions  to  insist  on  a  supply  of 
bot  and  cold  water  being  always 
ready  for  tramps  who  ask  for  a 
^%bt'8  lodging  m  the  casual  ward. 
If  any  gentleman  cannot  afford  to 
provide  a  tepid  bath-room  in  his 
<>wn  house,  he  has  only  to  become  a 


casual  tramp  and  he  can  be  sup- 
plied at  the  ratepayers'  expense. 
True  that  in  theory  the  present  law 
prohibits  out-door  relief  and  orders 
the  workhouse  test,  but  in  fact  this 
cannot  always  be  carried  out;  it 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  guardians,  for  if  you  break  up 
a  poor  man's  home  and  his  landlord 
lets  his  cottage  to  another,  how  is 
he  ever  to  get  back  to  a  settled 
abode,  and  what  is  to  become  of  his 
furniture  ?  But  in  obstinate  cases 
of  laziness  the  workhouse  test  is 
the  only  alternative.  Still,  many 
ratepayers  are  indignant  at  the 
order  to  build  tepid  baths,  as  it 
certainly  will  not  reduce  strolling 
vagabondism  to  vmte  up, '  Hot  and 
cold  baths  to  be  had  here  at  the 
lowest  price  and  on  the  shortest 
notice :  towels,  soap,  and  atten- 
dants provided  by  order  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board,'  and  yet  the 
order  of  this  spring  to  union 
masters  amounts  to  this.  So  did 
not  our  forefathers.  For  the  old 
guilds  took  care  to  apprentice 
fatherless  children  to  a  trade.  They 
also  ordained  that  no  man  should 
legally  enter  into  marriage  imtil  he 
could  show  himself  competent  to 
do  some  work,  and  in  all  ways 
decreed  that  idleness  was  the  worsts 
of  sins,  and  that  unless  any  man 
would  labour  neither  should  he  eat. 

Oh,  modem  amendments  on  the 
43rd  of  Queen  Bess,  vrith  what  count- 
less woes  have  you  surrounded  the 
dwellings  of  rate-paying  mortals ! 
How  have  ye  driven  tiie  last  feeling^ 
of  honest  independence  out  of  the 
hearts  of  the  sons  of  toil ! 

*  Be  fruitful  and  multvply.'  For 
every  extra  child  born  two  shillings 
shall  be  given  to  the  labourer  as  an 
addition  to  his  weekly  dole.  If  the 
children  are  illegitimate  a  higher 
rate  shall  be  given,  as  the  poor 
little  ones  are  more  dependent  on 
help.  Let  only  the  marriage 
column  and  the  birth  column  be 
well  filled  in  the  local  paper,  and 
you  shall  have  a  premium  out  of  the 
3  B  2 
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rates.  The  law  of  settlement  also 
decrees  that  you  shall  not  go  away, 
0  Hodge !  to  other  parts  of  Eng- 
land, but  shall  keep  your  birth 
settlement.  Why,  what  was  this 
process,  devised  by  the  wisdom  of 
legislators,  but  to  say,  *  Put  a  wire 
fence  round  the  rabbit  warren  ;  let 
them  breed,  but  not  stray  outside 
the  enclosure.  Beplenish  the  earth, 
but  don*t  subdue  it '  ? 

Then  it  was  clearly  to  the  in- 
terest of  every  farmer  to  say  he 
wanted  no  hands,  to  sign  the  papers 
which  the  roundsmen  went  about 
with  to  get  the  signature  of  each 
tenant  that  he  could  not  give  work 
to  the  bearer ;  for  by  this  means  he 
will  get  plenty  of  hands  at  a  wage 
of  four  shillings  a  week,  to  be  sup- 
plemented by  six  shillings  more 
irom  the  parish  rates.  True,  men  so 
hired  cared  not  how  little  work  they 
did ;  but  the  employer,  driven  by 
the  system  to  do  as  others  did,  took 
them,  and,  paying  little  directly 
but  much  indirectly,  was  satisfied. 
So  that,  though  excess  of  popula- 
tion  was  consuming  him  in  rates, 
it  was  his  interest  to  keep  plenty  of 


surplus  labour,  and  if  he  got  md 
to  do  his  work  what  cared  hej 
Was  it  not  the  law,  and  are  nol 
lawgivers  wise?  The  poor  mai^ 
thus  encouraged  to  apply  for  relid 
almost  as  a  legally  sanctioned  right 
ceased  to  feel  degradation  in  heini 
a  recipient  of  alms,  and  settle] 
down  into  a  listless,  reckless  paupei 
The  old  spirit  was  departed ;  in 
dependence,  as  a  virtue,  was  at  a  dig 
count.  Against  this  the  Labourers 
Union  is  lifting  up  its  voice,  and  thui 
farat  least  the  ratepayer  and  the  far 
mer  will  give  credit  to  its  motive 
Xt  is  an  uphill  game,  and  somethini 
may  come  of  it.  Many  men  wil 
begin  to  feel  that  they  are  pointed 
at  if  they  run  for  the  parish  dok 
the  moment  they  are  out  of  work 
Whether,  if  the  labourers  h&n 
better  wages,  they  will  save  more 
at  all  events  wheiier  they  will  ^v« 
enough  to  keep  them  in  old  age, 
remains  to  be  proved .  For  we  have 
seen  in  the  North  that  high  wagea 
do  not  always  imply  money  put 
by ;  sometimes  they  mean  beer  and 
little  else. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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A  WEEK  OF  CAMP  LIFE  IN  INDIA. 
By  an  English  Lady. 


nritLKRE  is  a  very  general  com- 
I     plaint  among  Anglo-Indians  of 
the  "want  of  interest  feltand  expressed 
in   England  not  only  about  public 
affairs,  but  also  as  to  the  details 
and  events  of  private  life  in  India. 
You  spend  years  of  your  life  among 
^  dosky  nations  living  under  strange 
stars,     worshipping  strange  gods, 
and  writing  strange  characters  from 
right  to  left;*   and  when  you  re- 
turn to  civilised  life  you  are  wel- 
comed with  the  undemonstrative, 
comprehensive  *How  are  you,  old 
fellow  ? '  after  which,  you  are  ex- 
pected to  drop  into  your  old  place 
as   though  you  had  never  left  it, 
and  at  once  put  yourself  au  courant 
with  all  the  newspaper  talk  of  the 
day.     As  for  taking  any  interest  in 
the  country  where  so  many  years  of 
your  life  have  been  passed,  or  in  the 
questions    which  have  filled  your 
mind  while  there,  that  is  out  of  the 
question  ;  and  the  uninitiated  would 
be  almost  tempted  to  suppose  that 
your   Indian  career  was  a  sort  of 
Botany  Bay  experience,  of  which  it 
would  be  painJftil,  not  to  say  dis- 
creditable to  speak,  and  that  the 
kindest  thing  for  youi'  friends  to  do 
is  to  ignore  all  that  time  spent  out- 
side the  pale  of  society. 

After  the  first  feeling  of  surprise, 
the  Anglo-Indian  acquiesces  in  this 
state  of  things.  After  all,  is  it  not 
natural  ?  He  is  engaged  in  spread- 
ing the  *  blessings  of  civilisation,'  and 
he  works,  like  the  old  Reformers, 
with  zeal  and  a  deep-rooted  faith 
that  he  is  doing  a  real  and  lasting 
good  to  the  unwilling  people  upon 
whom  he  is  grafting  the  new  order 
of  things.  When  he  returns  to  rest 
&om  his  labours,  he  finds  himself 
thrown  among  men  whose  minds 
are  tossed  with  doubts  as  to  whether 
indeed  this  boasted  *  civilisation '  is 
anything  but  a  curse,  and  whether 
the  evils  it  carries  in  its  train  are 
not  far  more  poisonous,  far  more 


deadly  to  a  nation's  life,  than  those 
it  has  striven  to  supplant.  The  air 
is  full  of  *  social  questions ;'  every- 
where he  is  surrounded  by  symp- 
toms of  revolution  in  the  world  of 
thought,  and  his  experiences  can 
throw  light  neither  on  the  one  nor 
on  the  other.  For  he  has  been  occu- 
pied in  building  up,  and  now  sud- 
denly finds  himself  in  a  world  where 
the  men  around  him  are  only  striv- 
ing to  pull  down. 

And  yet  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
but  that  there  must  be  many  English 
homes  where  there  is  one  vacant 
chair  always  waiting  for  *  our  son 
or  daughter  in  India,'  in  which  an 
account  of  an  unfamiliar  aspect  of 
life  there  would  not  be  wholly  un- 
acceptable. I  speak  of  the  camp 
life  which  forms  so  large  a  portion 
in  the  yearly  routine  of  almost 
every  Civil  Servant's  life,  and  is 
shared  by  his  wife  and  children. 

This  little  account  will  be  do- 
mestic, superficial,  and  cursory,  as 
the  views  which  a  woman  takes  of 
everything,  from  politics  to  cookery, 
are  naturally  supposed  to  be,  and 
it  will  concern  itself  mainly  with 
the  Europeans,  and  with  the  natives 
only  as  far  as  those  latter  come  in 
contact  with  their  rulers. 

I  had,  to  start  with,  a  vague  im- 
pression that  'camp  life'  meant 
going  out  into  the  country  for 
change  of  air,  combined  with  a 
little  sport,  and  without  any  ulterior 
object ;  and  when,  in  answer  to  the 
question  as  to  whether  I  should 
like  a  week  of  camp  life,  I  answered 
eagerly  in  the  affirmative,  my 
answer  was  given  with  that  reckless 
disregard  of  the  dangers  of  the 
•unknown'  which  is  begotten  of 
ignorance.  I  then  strove,  however, 
to  recall  all  I  had  ever  heard  of  the 
camp  form  of  life.  The  *  all '  was 
limited  to  accounts  of  Wimbledon 
during  the  rifle  competition  days— 
'such  fun*  as  I  was  assured,  but 
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part  of  the  '  fan,'  I  remembered 
with  dread,  consisted  in  sleeping 
seven  or  eight  in  a  tiny  tent  with 
one's  feet  towards  the  tent  pole  like 
the  spokes  of  a  wheel.  I  tried  to 
glean  some  information  from  mj 
host,  and  was  relieved  to  learn  that 
his  wife  had  survived  two  months 
of  camp  life,  and  *  rather  liked  it.' 

We  were  now  requested  to  re- 
duce our  luggage  within  reasonable 
limits  and  to  prepare  for  a  thirty 
miles'  drive  to  the  happy  campiug 
ground.  The  month  was  December. 
Our  journey  was  accomplished  in  a 
dog  cart,  with  a  fresh  horse  for 
every  five  miles,  as  was  needful  in 
view  of  the  terrible  state  of  the 
roads.  They  were  so  bad  as  to 
render  the  statement,  *No,  I  can't 
ride,  but  I  can  sit  tight  in  a  shay,' 
no  such  very  contemptible  boast; 
but  the  first  three  miles  lay  a^ong  the 
great  Calcutta  road,  which  is,  I 
believe,  the  finest  in  the  world,  and 
runs  all  the  way  from  Peshawur  to 
Calcutta.  The  moment  we  left 
this  we  were  bumped  and  battered 
•and  jolted;  now  toiling  through 
deep  sand,  now  wading  through  a 
portion  of  the  road  which  lay  under 
water,  and  then  straining  the  springs 
of  the  dog-cart  by  a  sudden  jolt 
over  a  miuiature  mud  canal  which 
carried  the  water  across  from  one 
field  to  another.  Whenever  the 
instinct  of  self-preservation  lefb  me 
free  to  look  anywhere  but  on  the 
road,  I  took  in  all  the  unfamiliar 
objects  with  keen  delight.  Carts 
made  like  the  old  Roman  chariots, 
with  small,  thick,  clumsy  wheels, 
drawn  by  oxen,  and  surmounted  by 
little  howdahs  made  of  scarlet  cloth, 
with  one  or  more  natives  inside  in 
gaily  coloured  turbans  and  dresses, 
sitting  cross-legged  in  a  cramped 
position  impossible  to  Europeans; 
great  heavy-footed  camels,  with 
stupid,  ill-tempered  looking  faces, 
one  of  them  with  a  tiny  little  one 
lying  in  a  basket  on  its  mother's 
back,  and  followed  by  another  young 
one,  the  most   ungainly    creature 


imaginable,  like  a  badly  made 
ostrich  on  four  legs;  patriarchal 
looking  groups  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  driving  flocks  of  bnUocks 
and  goats,  and  looking  as  Abraham 
and  Isaac  might  have  done.  What 
is  this  these  two  long-le^ed  ni^ves 
are  carrying  between  them  sus- 
pended from  a  pole  ?  It  looks  like 
a  scarlet  bonbonniere,  a  sort  of  bag 
the  bottom  of  which  is  flat,  and 
about  the  size  of  a  five  o'clock  tea- 
table.  And  it  contains  ? — a  Hindoo 
lady,  probably  on  her  way  to  pay  a 
visit,  thoughhowthatbagcan  contain 
her  is  a  mystery  to  me,  unless  in- 
deed she  is  lying  coiled  round  and 
round,  as  only  these  lithe  dark- 
skinned  daughters  can  coil  them- 
selves, and  in  this  position  they 
sometimes  perform  long  journeys 
without  fEitigue. 

One  is  disposed  at  times  to  sup- 
pose that  their  bones  must  be 
gristle,  and  their  joints  india-rubber. 
They  never  sit  in  any  position  except 
on  their  heels,  which  seems  to  afford 
them  perfect  rest,  audit  is  marvellous 
to  see  the  rapidity  with  which  they 
move  up  and  down,  their  feet 
touchingeach  other,  without  putting 
their  hands  to  the  ground— all  the 
strain  and  spring  being  in  their 
back  and  knees. 

The  women  attracted  me  most, 
by  their  gracefril  carriage,  their 
picturesque  drapery  consisting  of  a 
full  skirt  and  a  sort  of  boumous, 
which  passes  over  the  head,  almost 
completely  veiling  the  £Bice.  These 
vary  in  colour,  being  sometimes 
bright  blue  and  pink  and  yellow, 
the  skirt  often  bordered  with  a 
hem  of  some  other  colour,  often 
very  gaudy,  but  the  dark  skin 
harmonises  it  all.  The  most  artistio 
to  my  mind  is  l^e  deep  indigo  bhxe, 
but  it  is  more  rare  in  the  North- 
West  than  in  Southern  India,  where 
almost  all  the  lower  class  of  wcnnea 
wear  it.  It  is  pleasant  to  watch  the 
easy  grace  with  which  they  walk, 
bearing  round  red  earthenware  or 
bright  copper  water-jars  on  their 
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heads,  steadying  their  harden  with 
one  well-shaped,  sniaU-wristed  dusky 
arm  stretched  up  to  its  fafl  length, 
and  covered  almost  to  the  elbow 
and  sometimes  ahoveitwithnumbers 
of  bracelets.     These  are  sometimes 
silver,  but  oftener  plated  metal  or 
red  and  green  lac.     I  once  heard  of 
a  school,  the  pupils  in  which  were 
trained  to  walk  about  with  tumblers 
of  cold  water  on  their  heads ;  and 
when  I  saw  the  firm-footed,  easy 
grace      of    these    burden-bearing 
women,  I  regretted  that  the  practice 
was  not  universal.      The  paJe-&ced 
race  may  perhaps  pride  itself  on  its 
superiority  in  the  use  of  the  contents 
ofits  head,butthese  dusky  daughters 
of  the  sun  certainly  outdo  their  more 
&voured    sisters  in  the    use   they 
make  of  the  outside  of  theirs.    They 
carry  everything  on    their  heads, 
jars  of  water,  pieces  of  cloth,  baskets 
of  vegetables,  huge  bundles  of  sugar 
eane,  ^el,  anything  and  everything, 
leaving  their  hands  free  for  any 
additional  burden. 

They  do  not  even  carry  their 
little  black  babies  in  their  arms, 
but  either  balance  them  astride  on 
their  shoulders  with  their  little 
bands  on  their  mother's  head,  or 
else  astride  on  one  hip,  encircled 
with  a  strong  arm. 

I  have  seen  a  woman  with  four 
water-jars  towering  on  her  head  and 
her  little  baby  on  her  hip,  walking 
along  with  springy  grace,  jingling 
her  silver  anklets  and  toe  beSs  as 
she  went. 

They  sometimes  wear  large  nose 
rings  tiirough  the  left  nostril,  or  else 
a  small  star-like  nail  passed  through 
the  nose. 

Miss  Eden  says  that  httle  black 
babies  are  the  prettiest  in  the  world, 
but  I  cannot  agree  with  her,  for 
although  there  is  something  very 
attractive  in  the  bright  dark  eyes 
and  the  full,  round  black  limbs,  de- 
void of  any  covering,  still  they 
always  looked  to  me  misshapen. 
WhethCT  it  is  natural  conformation, 
or  the  result  of  their  food,  I  do  not 


know,  but  seen  enprofil  they  display 
the  proportions  of  the  typical  aldei- 
man,  with  paunches  which  would  do 
credit  to  the  stoutest  of  Punch's 
caricatures. 

We  passed  through  dreary  mud 
villages  literally  swarming  with  these 
little  creatures,  and  over  miles  and 
miles  of  flat  fields  each  with  its  creak* 
ing  well  worked  by  a  pair  of  slow- 
footed  bullocks,  and  green  with  the 
young  crops,  though  it  is  near 
Christmas. 

Near  the  canals  and  marshes  we 
saw  bright-coloured  king-fishers 
darting  after  their  prey,  and  the 
meditative-looking,  tender-hearted 
sarvs  birds,  that  live  in  pairs,  of 
which  if  one  dies  the  other  pines 
away  until  grief  ends  its  solitary 
life. 

At  last  towards  dusk  we  caught 
sight  of  ihe  longed-for  white  canvas 
gleaming  between  the  trees  of  a  not 
distant  grove,  and  a  few  moments 
more  landed  us  with  a  final  jolt  on 
the  borders  of  a  scene  bewildering 
in  its  strangeness  and  its  picturesque 
detail. 

In  the  first  plaoe^  the  sight  of  four 
large  tents,  larger  than  any  I  had 
ever  seen  except  at  a  flower  show, 
ditched  close  together,  and  flanked 
by  some  smaller  ones,  relieved  my 
mind  of  an  overwhelming  dread,  and 
left  me  to  take  in  all  the  surrounding 
details  with  a  Hghtened  heart 

How  can  I  describe  all  I  saw  P  In 
the  distance  two  huge  elephants 
flapping  their  ragged  ears  and 
leisurely  disposing  of  haycocks  of 
sugar  canes  as  though  they  had  been 
straws.  Near  these,  six  horses  with 
their  blankets  on  tied  to  some  trees, 
and  the  trusty  steed  who  had  borne 
us  over  our  final  troubles  reaping 
the  reward  of  his  labours  in  a 
vigorous  rubbing  down  and  a  heariy 
meal,  while  the  dog-cart  was  ap« 
parently  resting  its  much  abused 
springs.  Then  there  were  the  great 
bullock-carts  cleverly  balanced  on 
two  heavy  wheels,  and  the  large 
white  lazy-looking  bullocks  lying 
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beside  them,  peacefully  chewing  the 
cad.  Koosting  on  these  same  carts 
were  the  fowls  and  guinea  fowls 
whose  food  is  daily  disputed  by  spar- 
rows, green  parroquets,  and  number- 
less little  squirrels,  not  like  ours  at 
home,  but  having  afluffy  resemblance 
to  small  ferrets,  scudding  hither 
and  thither  with  a  marvellous 
rapidity  of  motion,  which  they  seem 
to  derive  in  some  unaccountable 
manner  from  the  electricity  of  their 
up -turned  tails.  The  crows,  which 
abound — and  are  more  impudent 
even  than  English  crows — have  a 
sort  of  grey  collar  and  grey  breast, 
and  exactly  resemble  the  pictures 
of  the  crow  in  bands  who  married 
Cock  Robin  and  Jenny  Wren,  in  the 
children's  story  book.  There  is  no 
lack  of  animal  life,  for  three  dogs 
bark  us  a  welcome,  a  little  kitten 
scampers  about  with  a  tail  which 
emulates  those  of  the  squirrels,  two 
cows  are  being  milked,  and  there  is 
a  patriarchal-looking  flock  of  goats 
and  kids. 

A  bright  fire  sends  its  tall  flames 
licking  up  hungrily  towards  the 
tree  it  cannot  reach,  but  only  lights 
up  from  beneath,  and  round  it  are 
various  little  holes  in  the  ground 
filled  with  charcoal,  over  which 
enigmatical  little  copper  vessels  are 
boiling,  watched  and  stirred  by 
the  black  cook  sitting  on  his  heels, 
and  engaged  in  preparing,  with 
means  which  would  have  filled  a 
French  chef  with  despair,  a  dinner 
of  which,  when,  served,  that  same 
French  chef  would  not  have  felt 
ashamed. 

Glancing  round,  my  eye  then  fell 
on  the  pantry  department,  where 
the  crockery  for  dinner  was  laid 
out  in  regular  piles,  the  glasses  all 
cleaned  and  ranged,  and  the  *  butler ' 
busy  trimming  the  reading  lamps. 
The  next  department  in  order  was 
the  laundry,  and  here  the  washer- 
man, comfortably  squatted  in  front 
of  his  ironing  sheet  and  blanket,  sur- 
rounded by  piles  of  damp  clothes, 
was  leisurely  passing  a  huge  iron 


filled  with  charcoal  over  the  Hmp- 
looking  linen. 

The  white-robed  ayah  flits  in  and 
out  of  the  tents,  finding  a  home  for 
our  various  possessions,  and  thither 
we  soon  retire. 

A  delightful  picture  of  comfort 
which  greeted  our  eyes  as,  drawing 
aside  the  screen  of  the  doorway,  we 
entered  the  'parlour.'  Imagine  a 
large  room  twenty  feet  square,  of 
double-lined  canvas,  with  a  closed- 
in  verandah  running  all  round ;  the 
floor  carpeted  with  a  pretty  striped 
cotton  drugget;  two  large  tables, the 
one  laid  for  dinner,  the  other  covered 
with  books  and  writing  materials ; 
chairs  of  all  kinds,  cane,  bamboo, 
wood,  and  finally  a  bright  fire  crack- 
ling and  blazing  in  the  open  stove. 
As  I  looked  in  upon  this  warm, 
bright  scene,  so  different  from,  my 
anticipations,  my  last  fears  as  to 
*  roughing  it  *  melted  away,  and  it 
was  borne  in  upon  my  European 
spirit  that  comfort  of  every  kind 
is  thoroughly  understood  in  India, 
and  practised  as"  it  is  only  practised 
by  the  wealthiest  of  the  wealthy  in 
England.  Comfort  is  a  word  of 
England's  coining,  and  in  the 
remote  land  of  their  exile  her  chil- 
dren do  not  belie  their  origin. 

Our  'bedrooms  *  were  equally  spa- 
cious, and  contcuned  large  comfort- 
able beds,  a  dressing  table,  two  chairs, 
a  large  wooden  tub,  and,  I  may  even 
add,  a  bath-room,  for  the  enclosed 
verandah  which  runs  round  the  tent 
serves  as  such,  and  when  a  march 
is  completed,  the  water-carrier  toils 
from  tent  to  tent  bending  under  the 
weight  of  his  heavy  sheep- skin  filled 
with  water  from  a  nei^bouring 
well. 

A  shooting  expedition  had  been 
arranged  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
our  next  encampment,  and  thither 
we  repaired  on  the  following  morn- 
ing— a  party  of  six  on  horseback, 
the  spare  tents,  the  cooking  ap- 
paratus, the  elephants,  and  the 
flocks  and  herds  having  been  sent 
on  during  the  night. 
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We  had  a  refreshing  scamper 
across  country  for  about  twelve  miles, 
and  then,  having  duly  equipped 
themselves  for  wading  and  shooting, 
three  of  our  party  started  off  on 
foot.  Our  hostess,  mine  host — who 
preferred  dry  feet  and  a  smaller 
bag — and  I,  scaled  one  of  the 
elephants  by  means  of  a  ladder, 
seated  ourselves  in  the  howdah,  and 
started  in  search  of  our  day's  sport. 
I  had  a  recollection  of  a  former 
ride  on  an  elephant  in  the  Zoological 
Gardens,  performed  in  the  days  of 
eerly  youth,  a  source  of  infinite 
pride,  pleasure,  and  delight,  com- 
bined with  a  secret  terror  of  the 
huge  monster  who  so  meekly  obeyed 
the  words  and  blows  of  the.  driver 
seated  below  us  on  his  head.  I  con- 
fess to  having  experienced  little  of 
the  delight,  but  also  little  of  the 
terror,  of  those  happy  hours  of 
childhood,  but  every  now  and  again, 
when  the  huge  monster  gave  vent 
to  an  unearthly  trumpeting  sound, 
which  vibrated  through  its  great 
carcase,  I  wondered  what  our  posi- 
tion would  be  should  this  remnant 
of  the  antediluvian  world  suddenly 
take  it  into  his  head  to  resent  the 
blows  and  proddings  dealt  out  so 
liberally  with  a  sickle  by  his  driver, 
and  assert  his  power. 

We  waded  through  fields  of  sugar- 
canes,  the  elephant  uprooting  great 
sheaves  of  his  favourite  food  with 
his  trunk,  and  dusting  his  great 
cushiony  feet  with  the  portions  he 
considered  as  unfit  for  food.  Then 
we  went  slushing  through  the  marsh, 
and  the  little  snipe  started  up  all 
round  us.  They  were  very  shy, 
but  at  length  we  got  into  a  *  hot ' 
comer,  and  did  great  slaughter, 
filling  our  bag  very  respectably,  and 
adding  quail,  black  partridge,  and 
duck  on  our  way  back. 

Two  or  three  days  succeeded  each 
other  much  in  the  same  fashion, 
and  then,  for  the  first  time,  I  dis- 
covered that  sport  and  change  of 
air  were  by  no  means  the  aim  and 
object  of  camp  life,  and  that,  the 


Christmas  week  hoHdays  having 
come  to  an  end,  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  our  host  should  be  at  a 
certain  town  thirty-six  miles  off  on  the 
day  but  one  following.  There  waa 
to  be  a  great  meeting  of  landownera 
— zemindars — to  receive  their  new 
rates  of  Government  assessment 
from  him.  Camp  life,  in  fact,  forma 
a  part  of  the  round  of  duties  of  the 
greater  portion  of  the  Covenanted 
Civil  Service,  who  go  about  trying 
cases  in  their  district,  making  ac- 
quaintance with  the  people,  and 
acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  condition  of  the  country. 

We  looked  forward  with  a  certain 
amount  of  pleasure  to  being  specta- 
tors of  a  meeting  of  several  hundred 
natives,  and  the  event  did  not  dis- 
appoint our  expectations,  for  a  more- 
picturesque  scene  I  have  seldom 
witinessed. 

For  miles  before  we  arrived  at 
the  scene  of  action,  we  kept  passing 
what  looked  like  native  outposts  on 
guard,  save  that  there  was  no  uni- 
formity in  their  appearance.  As 
we  passed  they  saluted  us,  touching 
their  foreheads  with  their  handa 
and  bowing  low  over  their  saddles  ; 
and  I  learnt  that  these  were  land- 
owners, who  would  sometimes  ride 
thirty  or  forty  miles,  and  stand  wait- 
ing for  hours,  merely  to  salute  the 
'  Sahib '  as  he  passed.  They  hope 
by  this  mute  appeal  to  soften  the 
heart  of  the  settlement  officer,  and 
to  get  their  assessment  lowered. 

The  neighbourhood  of  our  camp 
looked  like  a  large  fair.  Vehicles 
of  every  sort — commonbullock-carts, 
some  of  them  with  a  second  storey 
on  the  top  covered  by  a  thatched  root^ 
others  with  gaily  covered  howdahs^ 
dilapidated  buggies  and  dog-carts» 
were  crowded  together,  and  certainly 
no  English  or  Flemish  horse  fair 
ever  displayed  such  varieties  of 
horse-flesh,  both  in  colour  and  in 
shape.  Piebald  horses  with  pink 
noses,  skewbald  horses,  white  horses 
covered  with  large  regular  round 
spots  and  with  bkck  legs,  like  the 
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i?ocking-liorses  of  our  early  youth, 
trhite  horses  with  bright  pink  or 
blue  legs,  dun,  roan,  cream-coloured, 
of  which  you  need  have  known  the 
special  idiosyncrasies  of  each  owner 
in  order  to  foretell  what  odd  con- 
trast in  colour  their  legs  and  tails 
would  present.  They  were  covered 
with  the  most  extraordinary  saddle- 
cloths, saddles,  and  coloured  cords, 
and  set  up  a  loud  whinnying  at  our 
approach,  which  the  natives  regard 
as  a  display  of  fine  spirit. 

Wherever  our  eyes  fell  they  be- 
held picturesque  figures  in  coats 
like  Joseph's,  others  in  tight-fitting 
trousers  and  skirted  coats,  some  of 
quilted  cotton,  pink,  blue,  green, 
yellow,  black,  others  of  cloth,  deli- 
cate fawn  colour,  deep  red,  indigo 
blue,  with  many-hued  turbans  to 
contrast  with  the  other  parts  of 
their  dress.  I  here  noticed  that 
the  natives  are  not  at  all  susceptible 
of  cold  as  to  their  legs,  which  are 
almost  always  among  the  lower 
classes  ftilly  exposed  in  all  their 
meagre  blackness,  almost  to  the  hip ; 
for  ^ough  it  was  bitterly  cold,  and 
many  ofthe  men  had  thick  quilts,  they 
swathed  them  round  their  head  and 
shoulders,  leaving  their  nether  limbs 
quite  unprotected.  Probably,  since 
l^eir  legs  are  so  thin,  there  is  no- 
thing to  feel  the  cold,  mere  bone  not 
being  susceptible  to  variations  of 
temperature. 

Having  breakfasted  we  adjourned 
to  a  large  tent,  where  the  settlement 
officer  was  seated,  surrounded  by 
some  native  clerks  and  one  or  two 
large  landowners  belonging  to  an- 
other district,  and  here  the  natives 
came  up  one  by  one  to  learn 
their  fftte.  We  had  expected  some 
amusing  scenes,  as  the  natives  are 
very  demonstrative,  and  their  pay- 
ments were  in  some  cases  doubled 
and  even  trebled.  But  the  ftiU 
extent  of  their  misfortunes  was 
evidently  not  realised  until  the  day 
following,  as  we  found  out  later,  and 
so  they  merely  bowed  and  retired 
one  by  one,  leaving  us  barely  time 


to  take  in  the  details  of  the  quaint 
dresses,  the  eager  black  facea  and 
bright  restless  eyes,  as  they  advanced, 
the  palms  of  their  hands  pressed  to- 
gether as  if  in  supplication,  which  is 
the  attitude  in  which  they  always 
address  Europeans.  Some  of  them 
had  on  pretty  blue  and  red  shawls, 
not  of  course  the  richest  kind,  but 
still  fine  and  beautifully  woiked, 
but  for  the  greater  part  they  were 
dressed  as  I  have  described  above. 

One  of  the  landowners  of  the  dis- 
trict, who  holds  a  position  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  an  English  squire, 
and  who  is  very  loyal  to  the  English, 
begged  as  a  special  favour  that  the 
la£es  of  our  party  would  go  on  tiie 
following  morning  and  see  his  wives, 
to  which  request  we  gladly  acceded. 

There  were  some  zemindars  pre- 
sent, who  hate  the  pale-&ced  con- 
querors with  an  undying  hatred. 
They  sent  their  children  to  us  with 
presents  of  fruit  and  sweetmeats, 
and  they  teach  these  same  children 
to  speak  of  the  English  with  eveiy 
filthy  word  of  abuse  in  which  their 
language  is  rich.  They  themselves, 
though  apparently  regarding  an 
Englishman's  shake  of  the  hsaid  as 
the  greatest  sign  of  honour,  care- 
fully wash  off  the  defilement  the 
moment  they  reach  home.  I  will 
do  nature  the  justice  to  say  that 
the  two  I  saw  had  most  evil  ooun- 
tenances,  a  warning  which  all  who 
had  eyes  to  see  might  profit  by. 

The  following  morning  we  started 
off  on  our  visit  to  H.  K.'s  wives. 
On  our  way  there,  at  ^e  spot 
where  we  changed  horses,  we  came 
upon  and  were  pursued  by  two  men 
whom  I  took  to  be  violent  and 
dangerous  maniacs.  They  yelled 
and  shouted  and  wept,  shrieked  out 
what  to  my  untutored  ears  sounded 
like  gibberish,  but  what  was  in  feet 
a  hi^y  coloured  lamentation  of  the 
evils  and  miseries  which  would 
surely  overtake  them  if  the  SaMb 
refused  to  listen  to  their  prayers 
and  repeal  their  additional  assess- 
ment.   The  noise  and  clamour  were 
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deafening,  and  their  gestares  so 
eminently  grotesque  that  each  burst 
of  liysteri(Md  grief  on  their  part  was 
gxeeted  with  a  burst  of  laughter 
finom  us. 

At  last,  when  the  horses  were 
ready,  we  drove  off,  and  then,  with 
fresh  cries  of  '  Alas  !  we  are  dead, 
^we  are  dead  !'  thej  cast  themselves 
clown  before  the  carriage,  grovelling 
in  the  dust,  making  us  into  a  sort  of 
improvised  Juggernaut,  taking,  how- 
ever, great  care  to  leave  room  for  the 
dog-c»rt  to  pass  between.  Aftjer 
this,  seeing  that  our  hearts  were 
hardened,  they  rose  up  and  pursued 
their  way,  calmlv  laughing  and  talk- 
ing to  each  otner,  and  leaving  us 
unmolested. 

Shortly  after  this  incident  we 
arrived  at  the  house  of  H.  K.,  a 
great  dreary  brick  building,  a  he- 
terogeneous mass  of  courts  and 
square  towers,  with  a  flat  roof.  We 
drove  into  a  desolate-^looking  courts 
yard,  where  our  host  in  his  *  Sunday 
best,'  with  his  two  sons,  fat  black 
boys,  and  many  attendants  received 
us. 

We  were  escorted  up  a  narrow, 
dark  stone  staircase,  into  the  prin- 
cipal room,  a  large  half-furnished, 
unfinished  looking  place,  with  win- 
dows all  round  looking  into  the 
courtyard.  Here  we  lefb  the  gentle- 
men of  our  party,  and  were  escorted 
by  our  host  towards  the  apartments 
of  his  wives.  To  our  great  reHef, 
Mr.  S.'s  little  \)0j  was  allowed  to 
accompany  ua  He  speaks  Hindo- 
stanee  like  a  native,  and  as  his 
mother's  command  of  the  language 
was  limited  and  mine  confined  to 
three  words,  we  regarded  hiTn  as  the 
interpreter  of  our  sentiments.  I 
may  as  well  state  at  once  that  this 
young  gentleman  proved  utterly 
unworthy  of  the  post  to  which  he 
was  appointed,  for,  from  the  mo- 
ment when  we  entered  the  presence 
of  the  ladies  to  the  moment  when 
we  left  it,  cajoleries,  rebukes,  sar- 
casms, proved  alike  unavailing,  and 
he  preserved  a  stolid  and  impene- 
trable silence. 


We  followed  our  host  up  and  down 
narrow  stone  staircases,  into  what 
seemed  to  be  the  holiest  of  holies, 
so  carefully  was  it  screened  from 
view;  but  a  more  dreary-looking 
prison  I  never  saw. 

In  a  little  bare  room  open  to  the 
sky  we  suddenly  came  upon  a 
hideous,  fat,  dishevelled  woman,  hsilf 
dressed  in  a  dirty  white  garment, 
whom  I  for  a  moment  suspected  of 
being  her  to  whom  our  visit  was 
due.  But  we  passed  her  by  with  a 
mutual  stare,  and  entered  a  sort 
of  battlemented  space  looking  over 
a  dreary,  grass-grown  courtyard, 
where  several  women  stood  huddled 
against  the  wall,  eagerly  looking  to-* 
ward  us  with  outstretched  necks. 
We  were  led  past  them  into  a  small 
dark  room,  with  no  windows  and 
only  the  one  door  by  which  we 
entered,  and  which  was  filled  by  a 
large  round  table  covered  with  an 
English  table  cover,  and  seven  great 
arm-chairs,  also  English,  in  solemn 
order.  Three  of  the  women,  taking 
off  their  shoes,  entered  after  us; 
we  all  took  our  seats,  and  then  fol« 
lowed  a  silent  pause,  in  which  we 
all  surveyed  eadl  other  with  shy 
curiosily. 

At  length  Mrs.  S.  bravely  sum- 
moned up  courage  to  break  the 
silence,  and  with  a  supreme  effort 
started  a  conversation  with  our 
host  during  which  I  surveyed  his 
belongings. 

Next  to  me  sat  a  fat,  ugly 
woman,  H.  K.*s  cousin,  holding  on 
her  knee  his  youngest  child,  an  ugly 
little  creature,  fsA,  and  black.  It 
was  dressed  in  green  and  gold,  with 
long  petticoats  to  its  feet,  and  a  sort 
of  loose  dressing-gown  lined  with 
pink  silk  over  that,  and  a  tight 
little  green  silk  *  pork-pie,'  embroi- 
dered with  gold,  on  its  head. 

Next  in  order  came  the  favourite 
wife,  young  and  pretty,  with  a 
sweet  £Ekce,  Egyptian  in  type,  beau- 
tiful dark  eyes,  an  aquihne  nose, 
and  a  full,  well-cut  mouth,  dis- 
figured by  daubs  of  red  &om  the 
betel    nut  which    they  constantly 
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chew,  and  wliicb  is  the  colonr  of 
vermilion.  She  was  splendidly 
dressed  in  a  thick  mauve-coloured 
silk,  the  skirt  being  bordered  at  the 
bottom  with  green  and  gold,  and  a 
sort  of  half  jacket  of  the  same  on 
the  body.  Her  head  and  the  upper 
part  of  her  figure  were  veiled  in  a 
delicate  gauzy  material,  also  mauve- 
coloured,  with  a  hem  of  gold  em- 
broidery round  it.  She  was  literaUy 
smothered  in  jewellery,  rough  in 
workmanship,  but  very  efiective. 
A  sort  of  necklace  of  gold,  pearls, 
and  uncut  stones  hung  over  her 
forehead,  surmounted  by  her  veil 
(the  prettiest  possible  head-dress), 
from  her  ears  depended  long  ear- 
rings which  touched  her  shoulders, 
and  round  her  neck  were  number- 
less strings  of  pearls  and  precious 
stones,  which  fell  in  one  mass  to 
her  waist. 

Her  arms  also  were  covered  nearly 
up  to  the  elbow ;  and  on  asking  to 
examine  her  bracelets,  I  was  allowed 
to  do  so.  As  I  took  the  warm,  soft, 
little  hand  in  mine,  I  wondered 
whether  after  all  a  black  skin  is  not 
preferable  to  a  white  one,  the  colour 
is  so  rich  and  deep. 

Next  to  this  attractive  little 
creature  sat  the  other  wife,  the 
mother  of  the  two  boys,  an  old 
woman,  so  fat  and  so  ugly  that 
a  glance  at  her  was  enough.  She 
was  very  plainly  dressed,  and  wore 
no  jewels,  and  I  wondered  how 
she  liked  her  deposition,  and  also 
whether  the  jewels  had  been  hers, 
and  how  she  bore  the  transfer  of 
them  from  her  portly  person  to  that 
of  her  younger  rival. 

The  movement  of  withdrawal 
which  we  now  made  was  the  signal 
for  a  ceremony  with  which  T  could 
have  dispensed.  The  young  wife 
produced  a  bottleofattah  of  roses, 
out  of  which  she  poured  a  yellow, 
oily-looking  substance  like  marrow 
fat.  As  the  pure  perfume  is  so 
expensive,  they  poundup  sandalwood 
and  mix  with  it;  though  how  that 
mixture  can  produce  anything  so 


greasy,  I  do  not  understand.  She 
held  out  her  hand  and  anointed  our 
palms  with  the  greasy  compound^ 
after  which  she  also  put  some  on 
our  handkerchiefs.  The  scent  was 
overpowering  and  sickening,  and 
for  days  afterwards  we  could  not 
get  rid  of  it ;  it  seemed  to  cling  to 
everything  we  touched,  or  even 
looked  at. 

A  large  white  handkerchief  was 
next  brought  forth,  and  out  of  a 
knot  tied  in  one  comer  Mrs.  H- 
K.  the  younger  took  some  silver 
rupees  and  a  gold  mohur  and 
handed  them  to  HArry,  who  salaam 'd,, 
but  was  desired  by  his  mother  to 
return  them,  which  he  did — re- 
luctantly. I  was  sorry  too,  for  I 
coveted  the  gold  mohur,  it  is  such 
a  handsome  coin. 

We  then  rose,  relieved  that  our 
visit  was  at  an  end,  and  with  many 
bows  and  salaams  and  hand-shakings 
we  turned  away  and  left  our  less 
fortunate  sisters  to  their  dreary  life. 
They  pass  their  days  squatted  on 
pieces  of  cloth  in  the  dreary  rooms 
or  out  on  the  roof,  with  no  interest 
or  occupation  save  the  occasional 
visit  from  or  to  a  relation.  I  hear 
that  they  are  some  of  them  b^in- 
ning  to  feel  the  want  of  a  different 
life,  and  have  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  learn  to  sing  and  draw  ;  and  the 
wife  of  one  Rajah,  who  is  cleverer 
than  her  sisters,  and  whose  husband 
is  devoted  to  her,  transacted  some 
of  his  business  for  him  during  a 
recent  illness,  and  even  received  the 
visits  of  men.  But  they  say  that 
the  social  revolution  will  be  a  very 
slow  one,  and  that  our  dusky  sistei^ 
will  have  to  wait  a  long  time  for 
their  *  rights.'  I  felt  very  sad  for 
them  when  we  walked  out  free  and 
happy  into  the  bright  sunshine. 

H.  K.  mounted  his  horse  an4 
accompanied  us  to  the  boundary 
of  his  property,  expressing  great 
pleasure  in  our  visit.  He  said  it 
would  raise  him  in  the  estimation 
of  all  the  country  round,  and  that  we 
had  conferred  a  great  honour,  &g*  i^ 
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Mr.  S.  interpreted  my  admiration 
of  the  young  wife's  jewels,  and 
he  said  that  had  he  known  of  our 
proposed  visit  sooner,  she  should 
have  worn  many  more,  as  she  pos- 
sessed a  great  quantity ;  and  1  in- 
wardly wondered  where  she  would 
have  worn  them,  as  there  did  not 
appear  to  be  room  for  another  orna- 
ment on  her  little  person. 

After  many  highly-  coloured 
speeches  he  galloped  away  and  left 
us,  and  we  wondered  what  impres- 
sion we  had  made  on  our  hostesses. 
Mrs.  S.  was  in  her  riding-habit, 
in  which  dress  they  generally  take 
Englishwomen  for  men ;  and  I  had 
on  warm  serge  and  fur  clothes,  which 
I  dare  say  they  thought  looked  dull 
and  unfestive. 

This  was  the  last  noteworthy 
event  in  our  week  of  camp  life,  our 
last  pleasant  day.  For  tnere  is — 
shall  I  confess  it  ? — a  '  darker  side,* 
and  that  we  soon  experienced. 

The  weather  suddenly  became 
bitterly  cold;  cold,  clear,  frosty 
nights  were  followed  by  days  in 
which  a  keen  wind  searched  out 
every  chink  and  opening  in  our 
tents,  and  whistled  in,  drying  up 
our  skins,  covering  everything  with 
dust,  and  making  our  lives  a  burden 
to  us.  It  is  true  we  had  a  stove, 
but  as  we  marched  every  day,  it 
followed  us  slowly  on  a  bullock-cart, 
and  only  came  up  with  us  late  in  the 
afternoon,  and  till  then  we  sat 
shivering,  wrapped  in  shawls  and 
blankets,  vainly  striving  to  keep 
warm.  I  had  not  time  to  experi- 
ence it,  but  I  can  quite  imagine 
that   after  a  few  weeks  the  con- 


stant  moving    becomes   monoton- 
ously wearisome. 

However,  on  the  third  day  of  this 
disagreeable  change  of  weather,  our 
expedition  came  to  an  end,  and  we 
entered  the  town  which  was  our 
destination  in  such  a  cloud  of  dust 
as  I  hope  never  to  see  again.  The 
town  was  obscured  by  what -seemed 
to  us  like  a  dense  November  fog, 
and  which  proved  in  fact  to  be  a 
dust  cloud,  from  which  we  emerged 
nearly  stifled,  with  our  mouths, 
noses,  ears,  and  eyes  full,  and  pow- 
dered over  from  head  to  foot  like 
millers. 

The  drawback  to  camp  life  is  the 
being  so  completely  dependent  on 
the  weather;  but  the  four  winter 
months  are  usually  cool  and  sun- 
shiny,  and  the  days  of  great  cold 
and  of  biting  wind  are  rare,  and  it 
only  rains  for  a  few  days  at  Christ- 
mas. For  the  rest  of  the  time  one 
may  count  on  fine  weather ;  and  so 
it  must  be  acknowledged  that  two 
or  three  months  of  this  fresh,  cool, 
open-air  life  forms  a  pleasing  variety 
to  the  other  months  in  the  stations 
down  on  the  plains,  where  the  heat 
is  so  great  that  even  the  birds  pant 
with  their  beaks  open. 

I  am  painfully  aware  that  there 
is  a  paucity  of  events  and  stirring 
incidents  in  this  little  account  of  a 
week  of  camp  life ;  but  then  In- 
dian life  is  for  the  most  part  made 
up,  like  English  life,  of  minor 
details,  which  are  trifling  in  them- 
selves, but  which  in  the  aggre- 
gate make  a  wonderful  difference — 
the  difference  between  *  exile  '  and 
'  home.* 
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ON  THE  EXTENSION  OF  RAILWAYS  IN  AMERICA. 


EVERYONE  who  has  directed 
parfcionlar  attention  to  the 
United  States  has  no  doubt  already 
heard  enough,  and  perhaps  too 
much,  of  their  everlasting  *  unpre- 
cedented material  progress  ;'  for  it 
is  an  unpleasant  characteristic  of 
the  less  agreeable  kind  of  Ameri- 
cans, that  thej  are  very  apt  to 
ram  their  prosperity  down  your 
throat. 

There  is  a  story  of  a  Yankee 
persistently  adopting  this  mode  of 
treatment  to  a  dear,  irascible  British 
Tory  of  the  old  school,  till  the 
latter,  exasperated  beyond  endur- 
ance, snarled  out,  '  It's  a  thousand 
pities,  sir,  that  Christopher  Colum- 
bus ever  discovered  your  d— d 
country.* 

At  the  risk  of  having  this  im- 
polite observation  repeated,  it  may 
be  again  asserted  that  in  some 
respects  their  progress  really  is 
very  astounding.  We  have  become 
gradually  so  used  to  big  figures  in 
the  past  five-and-thirty  years,  that 
we  have  to  put  ourselves  back  in 
recollection  or  imagination  to  1840 
to  be  properly  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  America  then  had 
17,000,000  people,  and  2,000  milesof 
railroad,  builtat  a  cost  of  14,000,0002. 
Now  ttere  are  40,000,000  people, 
and  70,000  miles  of  railroad,  cost- 
ing over  550,000,000^.,  operated  by 
some  400  separate  companies  or 
organisations,  whose  total  earnings 
in  the  year  1871  were  8o,ooo,oooZ. 
It  is  a  curious  and  noteworthy  fact, 
that  this  railroad  mileage  is  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  same  as  the  toted 
European  mileage  for  300,000,000 
people,  so  that  in  this  respect  the 
young  republic  has  shot  far  ahead 
of  the  ^effete  old  monarchies  and 
empires.*  How  George  Stephenson 
would  turn  in  his  coffin  if  it  could 
be  revealed  to  him  that  the  world 
has  already  spent  nearly  two  thou- 


sand millions  sterling  in  developing 
his  application  of  steam  power;  a 
greater  sum  than  all  the  National 
Debts  of  all  the  world  of  his  day! 

American  railroad  authorities 
state  that  8,500  miles  of  additional 
new  road  -m]!  be  built  this  year 
(1873),  ^^^  o^®  o^  them  gives  a 
furUier  glimpse  into  the  future, 
saying,  *  there  are  35,000  miles  more 
in  various  stages  of  incipiency.* 
Therefore  there  would  seem  to 
be  a  visible  supply  of  113,000 
miles  of  *  track.*  Leaving,  how- 
ever,  the  flowery  paths  of  foture 
imaginings,  we  may  take  it  as 
fiwjt  that  in  the  four  past  years 
(1869-72  inclusive)  25,000  miles 
of  new  road  have  been  completed, 
inclusive  of  main  and  branch  lines 
and  sidings. 

Estimating   the  actual    cost   of 
these  at  ^35,000  per  mile,    there 
must  have  been  a  bond  fide  expen- 
diture of  cash  on  these  new  under- 
takings of  ^5(875,000,000,  or,  at  ex- 
change  133,  150,000,000?.      There 
will  be  a  fiirther  expenditure  this 
year    of    6o,ooo,ooof.,    making    a 
total  of  2io,ooo,oooZ.     Now  tbU  is 
a  very  large  transfer  from  floating 
to  fixed  capital  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time.     Our  largest  expenditure 
in  England   on  railroads   was    in 
the    four   years   1846-9  inclusivey 
when  the  total  was  143,000,000?., 
or  an  average   of    36,000,000?.  a 
year;  and  the  largest  sum  in  any 
one  year  was  in  1 848-9, 43,000,000?. 
We  know  that  the  financial  negotia- 
tions for  this  then  unprecedentedly 
large  expenditure  precipitated  on 
us  the  panic  of  1847.     And  Ame- 
rica has  not  advanced  to  this  outlay 
gradually,  nor  by  unrestricted  de- 
velopment of  her  resources  without 
other  strain  on  her  capital  or  credit, 
for  in  the  eight  years  immediately 
preceding  1869,  the  United  States 
Government  tdone   had   borrowed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


On  the  Extension  of  Sailways  in  America, 


703 


5io,ooo,oooZ.  for  war  expenditures, 
not  to  mention  farther  very  large 
borrowings  by  indiyidnal  States 
and    municipalities    for  the    same 


purposes. 

In  fact,  never  before  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  has  there  been 
borrowing  on  the  scale  on  which 
America  has  borrowed  during  the 
past  twelve  years.  It  would  be 
very  interesting  to  have  accurate 
figures  of  the  amounts  taken  by 
Europe.  Estimates diflfer widely;  but 
perhaps  of  all  descriptions  of  securi- 
ties 300,000,000?.  or  40o,ooo,oooZ. 
would  not  be  out  of  the  way  for 
Europe's  present  holding.  It  must 
therefore  be  a  very  important  ques- 
tion to  large  numbers  of  persons 
on  this  side  the  Atlantic  what  the 
exact  nature  of  their  investment  is. 

There  can  be  very  little  doubt 
about  the  present  safety  of  the 
Grovemment  bonds;  and  we  shall, 
therefore,  confine  ourselves  to  a 
glance  at  the  railways  only. 

And  in  this  matter  we  must  be 
very  careful  accurately  to  define  to 
ourselves  the  true  meaning  of  terms. 
Speaking  broadly,  our  railways  in 
England  have  been  built  by  the 
stockholders,  and  have  then  been 
mortgaged  for  one-third  of  their 
cost  to  the  debenture  stockholders. 
The  position  of  the  latter,  therefore, 
is  almost  absolutely  secure.  There 
is  some  reason  to  apprehend  that 
many  English  investors  in  the  first 
mortgage  bonds  of  American  rail- 
roads, reasoning  from  analogy,  sup- 
pose that  these  bonds  are  in  all 
cases  a  kind  of  equivalent  to  our 
debenture  stocks.  It  is  of  course 
perfectly  well  known  to  those  who 
have  cared  to  loo}^  into  the  subject, 
that  there  is  in  America  no  Govern- 
ment control  over  the  relations  be- 
tween the  cost  of  railroads  and  the 
mortgages  upon  them.  Some  roads 
are  mortgaged  avowedly  for  more 
than  their  cost ;  others  fully  up  to 
their  cost ;  others  again  for  only  a 
small  per-centage    of   their    cost. 


Therefore  whereas  some  bonds  are 
merely  an  equivalent  of  a  stock, 
where  the  holder  takes  all  the  risk 
of  building  the  road,  but  is  limited 
in  his  profit  to  a  high  fixed  rate  of 
interest,  other  bonds  are  as  desirable 
investments  for  trust  funds  as  can 
well  be  imagined.  It  is  very  natural 
that  the  Americans  should  wish  to 
keep  to  themselves  all  the  future 
increment  of  profit  on  their  rail- 
roads ;  and  if  a  bondholder  is  aware 
that  he  is  paying  the  total  cost  of 
the  road,  and  is  getting  fo  exchange 
a  very  high  rate  of  interest  for  his 
money,  ti^ere  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  decided  objection  to  a  system  so 
carried  out.  There  are  worse  ten 
per  cent,  risks  dealt  in  every  day  on 
the  London  Stock  Exchange.  But 
then  it  is  very  necessary  that  such 
investor  or  speculator  should  have 
entirely  reliable  statements  of  the 
real  cost  of  the  undertakings  to 
guide  him.  He  may  be  willing  to 
pay  the  full  amount .  actually  dis- 
bursed for  building  aud  equipping 
a  road,  but  he  will  not  wish  in  addi- 
tion to  pay  gigantic  profits  in  ad- 
vance to  the  contractors  or  pro- 
moters :  not,  at  any  rate,  without 
the  evidence  of  such  payments  ap- 
pearing plainly  on  the  face  of  the 
accounts.  He  will  bear  in  mind  the 
following  words  on  the  subject  &t)m 
the  New  York  Baihoay  Jotimal: 
'Peculation  and  knavery  have  in- 
cessantly laid  heavy  booty  on  capital 
used  in  construction  in  its  transit 
from  a  floating  to  a  permanent  con- 
dition, and  that  this  roguery  has 
contributed  largely  to  swell  the 
cost  of  our  American  railroads  there 
can  be  no  possible  doubt.'  A  curious 
and  instructive  illustration  of  the 
writer's  meaning  may  be  found  in 
a  comparison  of  the  cost  of  different 
lines  in  the  same  States.  In  Mr. 
Poor's  valuable  Bailroad  Mantuil 
for  1872-3,  which  in  the  absence  of 
any  official  statistibs  is  the  most 
reliable  source  of  information,  we 
find  such  instances  as  the  following : 
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one 


state 

Miles 

Total  itated  Cost 

Stated  Cost 
per  Mile 

Total  MOTtgage 

Tt.t.tnois  . 

Wisd)Nsm 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Kansas    . 
Missorm . 

ViBGINIA  . 

Georgia  . 
Ohio 

/ 

No.  I 
No.  2 
No.  3 

869 
419 
219 

g 

21,500,000 
17,000,000 
1 1,300,000 

g 

24.700 
40,600 
5i»8oo 

0 
4.500,000 
4,500,000 
7,000,000 

No.  I 
No.  2 

80 
65 

2,000,000 
3,500,000 

25.000 
53»8oo 

1,400,000 
1,500,000 

No.  I 
No.  2 

122 

283 

4,500,000 
15,000,000 

36,900 
53»ooo 

Not  given 
16,206,500 

No.  I 
No.  2 

118 
99 

3,700,000 
5,000,000 

31.400 
50,500 

1,600,000 
800,000 

No.  I 
No.  2 

:« 

5,700,000 
24,700,000 

37.000 
53.300 

5,700,000 
12,700,000 

No.  I 
No.  2 

275 
353 

8,600,000 
24,800,000 

31.300 
70,300 

5,800/xx) 
9,200,000 

No.  I 
No.  2 

'^l 

5,000,000 
18,000,000 

24,600 
42,100 

2,600,000 
11^400,000 

No.  I 
No.  2 

259 
202 

4,100,000. 
7,250,000 

16,000 
35-900 

680,000 
3,750,000 

No.  I 
No.  2 

261 
570 

11,500,000 
Not  stated 

44,000 
103,500 

3,800,000 
59,100,000 

In  the  last-mentioned  instance  I 
have  substituted  the  mortgage  per 
mile  for  the  cost  per  mile,  and  we 
may  be  sure  the  latter  did  not 
exceed  the  former.  The  above  are 
a  few  examples  that  might  be 
multiplied  in  pretty  nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union;  but  for  our 
present  purposes  it  is  sufficient  to 
"draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
cost  of  one  line  is  often  double 
the  cost  of  another  line  in  the  same 
State,  and  to  the  still  more  pregnant 
fact  that  we  can  find  a  railroad 
built  and  equipped  in  Georgia  by 
stockholders  at  a  cost  of  ^12,500 
per  mile,  and  another  road  in  the 
far  West  built  and  equipped  by 
bondholders  at  a  stated  cost  of 
^136,700  a  mile,  with  a  funded  debt 
of  over  ^90,000  a  mile. 

We  can  further*  find  1 3  companies 
(inclusive  of  the  above-mentioned) 
with  an  aggregate  of  4,824  miles 
railroad  stated  to  cost  ^348,000,000 
on    which     the    total    mortgages 


or  fimded  debts  amount  to 
^300,000,000:  an  average  stated 
cost  of  ^^72,100  a  mile,  and  an 
average  ftinded  debt  of  ^62,200  a 
mile.  The  interesting  question 
arises,  did  these  roads  in  the  aggre- 
gate cost  ;^ 7  2, 000  per  mile  or 
^62,000,  or  was  it  not  a  very  much 
less  sum  than  either  ?  No  doubt 
the  sums  stated  were  actually  paid 
to  some  one — perhaps  to  aCl^^dit 
Mobilier,  acting  as  intermediaiy 
between  the  railroad  company  and 
the  contractors,  and  composed  of 
the  same  shareholders — but  how 
much  went  to  pay  for  actual  con- 
struction of  road  and  equipment  at 
first  hand  ?  The  nearest  approxi- 
mation to  an  answer  to  this  question 
is  the  assertion  in  America  that  the 
average  expenditure  on  Western 
railways  ought  not  to  exceed 
»?35»ooo  per  mile  for  building  and 
equipping,  including  those  with 
very  difficult  gradients.  We  have 
seen  above  a  first-class  line  of  869 
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miles     built     and     equipped    for 
^24,700   per   mile.      We  can  find 
others  in  Georgia  at  ;$(  16,000,  and 
plenty  more  in  yarious   States  at 
i$f20,ooo  and  ^25,000,  and  again  we 
see    them  running  up  to  ^70,000 
and  ;$[  1 00,000  per  mile.     In  some  of 
theee  latter  a  lively  business  must 
evidently  have  been  done  by  the 
contractors  and  promoters  in  dis- 
counting    and     pocketing    fature 
profits  at  the  expense  of  the  bond- 
nolder.     Let  us,  however,  take  an 
instance     of   a     road     apparently 
built  entirely  with  the  proceeds  of 
bonds.     Here  we  find  one  in  the 
South-west  326  miles,  with  no  re- 
turn of  cost,  bonded  for  ^6,520,000, 
or  j^2  0,000  per  mile.     Total  stock 
^820,000  !     In  its  first  5  years  of 
existence,  in  what  must  be  termed 
a  still  uninhabited  region,  the  road 
has  with  an  average  of  128  miles 
open  earned  nett  ^602,000  annually, 
or  ;^4,7oo  per  mile.     The  interest 
on  the  mortgage  at  7  per  cent,  would 
be    ;j(i,400   per  mile.       Therefore 
a   profit  of  ^422,000    per  annum 
must  have  gone  into  the  pockets  of 
the  holders  of  ,^820,000  stock.     If 
the    road    has    done   this    in  the 
*  green  *  stage  of  its  existence,  what 
will  it  not  do  in  the  *  dry,'  when 
the  country  it  traverses  becomes 
really  populated  ?  Its  bonds,  princi- 
pal and  interest  (7  percent.),  payable 
in  gold,  are  quoted  in  New  York  90 
currency  asked.     That  is  to  say,  at 
present  rate  of  exchange,  128  for 
currency,   a  bond   of  jjl  1,000  can 
be    bought    for    158Z.,  paying    an 
annual  mterest  of  14Z. ;  principal 
redeemable  in  189 1,   when  ^^  1,000 
gold  will  produce  203 Z.   Here,  then, 
is  interest  at  the  rate  of  9  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  the  investment^  and 
a  gain  of  452.  on   158Z.,  or  about 
2^  per  cent,  on  redemption,  sup- 
posing   the  bonds  to  be  paid  at 
maturiiy.     Only   50  per  cent,   of 
the  gross  receipts  has  been  con- 
sumed in    the  working  expenses 
of  this  road,  whereas    60  to    70 
per   cent    is    the  'ordinary  con- 
YOi.  vn. — ^NO.  XLn.   nbw  ssbhs. 


sumption  in  the  Northenl  and 
Western  roads,  averaging  nearly 
65  per  cent,  all  through. 

The  promoters  of  the  road  bid 
high  for  money,  and  they  show 
their  hand  in  the  accounts.  They 
do  not  profess  to  have  subscribed 
any  stock  further  than  the  few 
hundred  thousand  dollars  above- 
mentioned.  But  they  show  that 
the  nett  earnings  per  mile  are  al- 
ready far  more  than  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  mortgage 
per  mile ;  and  anyone  buying  such 
bonds  thoroughly  understands  that 
he  is  backing  the  continued  pro- 
sperity of  the  new  road — a  fair  risk 
in  such  a  country,  for  which  he  ia 
well  paid.  At  any  rate,  if  he  doea 
not  so  undeVstand  his  position,  it  ift 
his  own  carelessness  in  not  investi- 
gating the  accounts. 

This  is  one  instance  of  a  fair  ap* 
plication  of  the  new  American  prin- 
ciple of  railroad  building.  The 
figures  here  seem  to  correspond 
with  the  facts  ;  and  there  are  many 
more  in  the  same  category.  As  we 
have  seen  above,  there  are  others 
that  are  simply  incomprehensible 
as  regards  stated  cost.  Generalis- 
ing on  the  mass  of  these  new 
American  undertakings,  we  may 
say  with  the  old  Latin  line,  '  There 
are  good  ones,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  doubtfol  ones,  and  many  bad 
ones.'  Apart  altogether  from  any 
question  of  morality,  it  is  a  most 
&tally  mistaken  policy  for  a  country 
like  America^  th&t  must  for  years 
continue  to  be  a  great  borrower  from 
Europe  on  the  security  of  new  rail- 
roads, to  flood  us  wiu  bonds  in  sa 
many  cases  representing  more  than 
any  actual  money  expended  on 
the  undertakings.  It  lowers  the 
tone  of  all  her  securities,  and,  if 
persisted  in,  will  in  very  truth  at 
last  kill  the  goose  that  lays  the 
golden  eggs.  America  has  been 
living  and  growing  for  years  onher 
^reat  borrowing  powers;  and  as 
Jong  as  she  does  it  with  fair  decency, 
Europe  will  only  be  too  delighted  to 
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securd  the  outiet  for  superabundant 
capital  at  tempting  rates  of  in- 
terest. But  Europe  can  afford 
to  hold  her  hand  unless  the  securi- 
ties are  trustworthy :  America  can- 
not afford  even  a  temporary  lull  in 
the  European  demand  for  bonds : 
such  demand  ceasing,  a  most  un- 
pleasant commercial  and  financial 
picture  presents  itself  to  the  mind's 
eye — *  Orer  Niagara — and  after?* 
Already  to  the  accustomed  eye  the 
craft  seems  working  dangerously 
near  the  rapids. 

Ultimately,  even  the  heaviest 
bonded  road,  running  as  a  trunk 
line  east  and  west,  may  be  expected 
to  pay  its  interest,  the  growth  is  so 
marvellous ;  but  a  very  disagreeable 
hiatus  may  be  concelived  in  the 
meantime. 

Turning  from  these  new  roads  to 
the  older  and  better  established,  we 
find  a  mass  of  bonds  as  safe  for  in- 
vestment as  any  securities  in  the 
world.  We  take,  as  instances,  from 
Mr.jPoor's  book  27  roads,  with  an 
aggregate  of  14,660  miles,  whose 
total  cost  is  stated  at  ^613,000,000 
(an  average  of  ^41,800  per  mile), 
and  whose  total  fanded  debt  is 
^215,000,000  (anaverageof  ;j(i4,8oo 
per  mile). 

Besides  these,  there  are  millions 
of  dollars  of  bonds  whose  relation 
to  the  cost  of  the  roads,  though  not 
quite  so  favourable  as  the  above, 
practically  makes  them  very  safe 
for  investment.  In  &ct,  it  is  quite 
an  exception  with  roads  built  even 
ten  years  ago  to  find  the  exagger- 
ated mortgages  of  recently  ^lilt 
roads,  and  in  most  cases  it  would 
now  be  impossible  to  duplicate  the 
former  roads  at  the  old  stated 
cost. 

The  conclusion  of  the  whole  mat- 
ter as  regards  an  investor  is,  that  no 
general  assertion  can  with  truth  be 
made  about  these  mortgage  bonds 
en  masse.  Each  of  the  securities 
must  be  taken  and  carefully  ex- 
Q^mined  on  its  own  merits,  and  it 
may  always  be  borne  in  mind  that 


the  financiski  house  negotiating 
their  sale  is  apt  to  take  a  very  san- 
guine view  of  possibilities.  The 
point  to  most  of  us  in  investing  is 
not  the  certainty  of  great  returns 
twenty-five  or  fifty  years  hence,  but 
that  we  may  count  on  a  punctual 
payment  of  our  interest  year  by 
year. 

That  said,  there  are  many  oppor- 
tunities, by  careful  exercise  of  judg- 
ment, to  make  good  investments 
or  speculations  in  these  Amencan 
mortgages,  old  and  new,  and  often 
without  extreme  risk.  But  it  will 
probably  be  found  more  profitable 
for  each  individual  to  make  such 
ventures  on  his  own  personal  ex- 
amination of  facts  and  figures  than 
to  confide  the  selection  to  a  *  trust 
company,'  unless  he  is  very  sure 
that  the  promoters  of  such  trust 
companies  have  no  heavy  load  of 
unmarketable  securities  of  their 
own  to  dispose  of  to  their  share- 
holders. It  is  a  fallacy  to  suppose 
that  over  7  per  cent,  can  be  obtained 
from  American  securitios  that  can 
be  compared  in  any  fair  way  with 
English  debenture  stocks. 

It  might  almost  have  been  ex- 
pected that,  looking  to  the  mi^itude 
of  the  interests  involved,  a  council 
of  American  bondholders  would 
have  been  organised  here  to  obtain 
trustworthy  reports  on  the  various 
lines  from  independent  engineers, 
sent  out  for  the  purpose,  aided  by 
independent  local  information ;  but 
a  curious  characteristic  of  the  ordi- 
nary British  investor  is  that,  as  a 
rule,  he  will  take  very  little  trouble 
to  acquaint  himself  with  the  true 
condition  of  his  purchases.  One 
maQ  buys  because  another  man 
whom  he  knows  has  bought  before 
him,  and  very  few  of  them  like  any 
security  except  at  a  high  price,  in- 
dependent altogether  of  its  intrinsic 
merits. 

The  Qermans,  with  their  keen 
educated  eyes,  get  a  good  deal  ahead 
of  us  in  monetary  transactions. 
Howheavily  they  laid  inFive^twenty 
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Bofnds  in  New  York,  all  the  way 
from  the  thirties  (London  price) 
to  the  seventies.  After  that 
they  resold  them  to  John  Bnll. 
They  are  now  attempting  the 
same  thing  with  the  new  railroad 
bonds. 

Probably  the  anomalous  basis  on 
which  American  exchange  is  reckon- 
ed  is   a  stumbling-block  to  many 
persons  in  England  who  have  never 
had    an    opportunity    of    making 
themselves  acquainted  with  the  cal- 
culation.    One  often  hears  profes- 
sional men  arguing  that  the  Ameri- 
can Funded  5  per  Cent.  Loan  at  90 
is  a   good  purchase,  because  they 
assume  (before  experience)  that  it 
will  return  them  5^  per  cent,  on 
their  investment  besides  a  gain  of 
10  per  cent,  on  redemption ;  and 
indeed  the  mistake  is  a  very  natural 
one  to  those  who  have  not  been 
brought  in  contact  with  American 
dealings,  or  who  may  have  forgotten 
or    may  never  have  heard  of    a 
Modem  Gombist     For    such  per- 
sons I  will  venture  to  repeat  a  very 
old  story.   The  American  dollar  was 
originally  worth  45.  6d,      The  par 
of  exchaiige  between  the  two  coun- 
tries was   naturally  so  reckoned: 
that  is,  il.  equalled  ^444.    But  the 
American  dollar  was  subsequently 
cHpped,  and  became  worth  not  quite 
40.  2d,y  making  iZ.  equal  to  ;$(4'84. 
LMtead,  however,  of  altering  the 
par  of  exchange  to  ^^4*84,*  the  old 
par  was  maintained,  and  the  reduc- 
tion in  tiie  value  of  the  dollar  was 
added  as  a  premium  upon  it,  so 
that  the  daily  quotations  of  Ameri- 
can 60  days'  sight  exchange,  which 
we  see  in  the  papers  from  8  per  cent, 
to  10  per  cent,  premium  (or  108  to 
1 10),  actually  mean  from  i  per  cent, 
discount  to  i  per  cent,  premium. 
The  quotations  of  American  dollar 
stocks  in  London  have  always  been 


reckoned  at  the  old  par  of  45.  6d. 
It  is  therefore  obvious  that  when 
a  stock  so   quoted   is  at   90,  we 
are  practically  paying  90  four-and- 
sixpences  for  what  is  intrinsically 
worth  only  90  four-and-twopences. 
The  rate  of  exchange  in  America 
on  England  of  course  varies  from 
day  to  day,  so  that  it  is  impossible 
to  give  a  fixed  figure  to  add  to  the 
London  price  in  order  to  ascertain 
the    actual    price    with    absolute 
accuracy.      Assuming  that   ^4*84 
is  real  par,  that  would  be  equal  to 
9  per  cent,  premium  on  the  nominal 
par  of  ^4*44.      But  as  a  matter  of 
fact   America  is  a  country  always 
importing  more  than  she  exports, 
and  therefore  is  a  debtor  to  Europe, 
so   that    short    exchange  is  more 
often  at  a  premium  than  at  real  par 
or  discount ;  and  as  bonds  payable 
at   maturity  in  America  must  be 
sent  out  there  and  proceeds  remit- 
ted to  England,  an  investor  propos- 
ing  to  hold  his  bonds  till  due  must, 
if  he  wishes  accurately  to  establish 
their    cost    for    comparison    with 
home     investmente,    add    to    the 
London  price  a  rate  of  exchange 
that  will  enable  him  to  have  the 
gold  dollars  sent  home  if  necessary. 
No  rate   under   11   per  cent,  pre- 
mium will    be    safe    for  him    to 
assume,  looking  to  the  chance  of 
his  bonds  being  paid  in  ordinarily 
worn  gold.      Therefore   90  -|-    11 
per  cent.   (9*90)  =  99*90,  or  par 
for  all    practical    purposes.       To 
prove   that   one-ninth    (or  11  per 
cent.)  is  not  too  much  to  add  to  the 
London  price  to  ascertain  the  real 
price,  holders  of  American  securities 
will  find  that  they  do  not  as  a  rule 
nett  4«.  o|i.   per  dollar  for  their 
coupons  sold  in  London,  which  is 
the    exact    equivalent  of  11 1   ex- 
change.   To  take  an  actual  example 
of  the  working  of  the  rule : 


>  Since  the  al>oye  was  in  print  the  par  of  exchange  between  America  and  England  has 
been  altered,  by  a  law  to  come  into  e£^  on  January  1, 1874,  to  ^4*86 ;  so  that  next  year 
we  shall  see  exchange  quoted  from  i  or  2  discount  to  i  or  2  premium. 
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A  $ifiOO  bond  bought  at  90 

London  price  (48.6^.  dollars) 

costs £202  10    o 

The   gifioo    gold    collected 

from  the  bond  in  New  York 

and   remitted  at   11 1    ex. 

returns      ....    202  14    o 


Difiference    .£040 

or  the  same  difference  as  between 
99*90  and  par  shown  above.*  In 
the  case  of  buying  a  currency  bond 
on  the  basis  of  the  above  Lon- 
don quotation  of  90,  an  investor 
would  add  as  before  one-ninth  for 
his  III  exchange,  making  a  real 
price  of  100,  and  then  fnrther  add,  as 
a  per-centage,  the  existing  premium 
on  gold,  whatever  it  might  be.  Thus, 
when  gold  is  17  per  cent,  premium, 
the  real  price  of  a  currency  bond 
bought  in  London  at  90  is  117. 
The  gold  premium  must  of  course 
be  tc^en  on  the  London  price  plus 
the  per-centage  of  the  New  York 
rate  of  exchange  for  sight  bills. 

It  need  scarcely  be  remarked 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  purest 
speculation  what  the  future  pre- 
mium on  gold  may  be,  and  there- 
fore the  sterling  vcdue  of  currency 
coupons  will  be  constantly  varying. 
Taking  such  an  instance  as  we  have 
mentioned,  no  one  would  buy  a 
currency  8  per  cent,  bond  in  London 
at  90  unless  he  beHeved  17  per 
cent,  to  be  as  high  a  premium  as 
gold  would  be  likely  to  rule  at  on 
the  date  his  bond  matured,  and 
also  that  the  average  rate  during 
the  currency  of  his  bond  would  not 
be  over  17,  so  that  he  expects  to 
receive  8Z.  on  every  117Z.  invested, 
or  equal  verjr  nearly  to  a  6  per  cent, 
investment  if  the  bond  had  seven- 
teen years  to  run. 

It  follows  that  by  whatever 
premium  gold  might  be  above  17  he 


would  lose  on  the  final  redemption 
and  remittance  of  his  bond ;  by 
whatever  premium  gold  might  be 
below  17  he  would  gain.  In  Europe, 
and  especially  in  Germany,  there  has 
been  agooddieal  of  speculation  forihe 
fall  in  the  premium  on  gold  entered 
into  through  these  purchased  of 
currency  bonds.  Thaf  is  to  say,  one 
of  the  great  inducements  held  out 
to  investors  has  been  that,  looking 
to  the  spread  of  a  quickly  increas- 
ing population  over  an  ever  wider 
area  of  country,  the  paper  that  is 
now  redundant  as  a  circulating 
medium  in  America  will  in  time 
prove  adequate  only,  and  that  its 
value  will  then  approximate  very 
closely  to  the  value  of  gold. 

This  view  would  certainly  appear 
likely  to  be  fulfilled  bar  further  issues 
of  greenbacks  by  the  Grovermnent. 
These  issues  are  at  present  con- 
fined by  law  to  ;^40o,ooo,ooo,  with 
authority  to  issue  *such  additional 
sum,  not  exceeding  ;J[5  0,000,000,  as 
maybe  temporarily  required  for  the 
redemption  of  temporary  loans.'  The 
actual  legal  tender  paper  circulation 
has  been  as  high  as  ^433,000,000.  It 
is  now  ^3  58,000,000,  but  there  have 
been  very  great  efforts  lately  made 
to  have  iiiat  amount  increased,  and 
the  tone  of  feeling  in  America  on 
this  subject  must  be  very  jealously 
watched  by  those  who  are  specu- 
lating for  a  future  approximation 
in  value  between  greenbacks  and 
gold.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
remark  that  the  policy  of  expansion 
is  abhorrent  to  all  political  econo- 
mists, and  to  all  the  thinking 
classes  in  America ;  but  expansion 
is  a  pleasant  prospect  to  all  debtors. 
Anddebtorsare  averypowerfnl  class 
in  America,  where  almost  every  man 
has  a  desire  to  possess  with  bor- 


*  To  tnm  dollars  into  pounds,  a  quick  way  is  to  multiply  by  90  and  divide  by  4  timae 
the  premium,  as  for  example,  at  1 1 1  exchange : 
$1,000  X  90=90,000 
90,000  divided  by  444  a  £202*70 
20 

14/00 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1873] 


On  tJie  Extension  of  Railways  in  Ainerica. 


709 


rowed  money  more  than  he  can 
own.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
ma3ses,  whose  wages  do  not  ad- 
Tance  in  proportion  to  the  aug- 
mentation in  the  prioe  of  commodi- 
ties, consequent  on  increased  circu- 
lation, and  whose  savings  are 
mostly  in  bank  in  greenbacks, 
naturally  are  ppposed  to  those 
greenbacks  being  depreciated  in 
value,  and  the  masses  in  America 
finally  rule  all  policies.  Meantime 
the  state  of  feeling  and  parties  is 
sufficiently  uncertain  to  keep  the 
premium  at  a  figure  that  is  tempting 
to  speculators. 

These  are  some  of  the  aspects  of 
the  extension  of  American  railways 
that  may  be  interesting  to  the 
comparatively  narrow  class  of  in- 
vestors in  these  securities.  But 
there  is  a  further  view  of  the  ques- 
tion. That  9,000  miles  of  new 
railroad  have  been  completed  in 
ei^ht  new  States  and  Territories, 
with  a  population  of  only  2,800,000 
people  (or  a  mile  of  rail  to  every 
300  people),  may  be  but  a  sorry  pre- 
sent experience  for  over-sauguine 
capitalists,  but  may  at  the  same 
time  have  a  much  wider  meaning, 
and  a  wholly  beneficent  effect  over 
very  much  larger  classes  in  Europe. 
What  matters  it  to  the  labourer  on 
Wiltshire  Downs,  in  Essex  Marshes, 
or  in  Lincoln  Fens,  whether  mort- 
gages bear  a  proper  relation  to 
cost  or  not?  What  he  sees,  or 
what  he  may  see  if  anyone  will 
point  it  out  to  him,  is  the  fact 
that  some  one  has  done  the  thing 
for  him.  And  the  lines  laid  down 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 
concern  him  much.  For  whi^t  do 
railroads  mean  in  a  country  like 
America,  teeming  with  every  de- 
scription of  mineral,  agricultural, 
and  pastoral  product,  where  the 
surface  wealth  has  scarcely  yet 
begun  to  be  scratched?  They  mean 
in  language  seemingly  hyperbolical, 
but  in  fact  not  here  exaggerated, 
*the  potentiality  of  growing  rich 
beyond  the  dreams  of  avarice.'  Look 


how  the  wealth  has  already  grown. 
Li  1790  (within  the  memory  of 
still  living  men)  the  population  of 
the  States  was  4,000,000,  and 
the  value  of  their  real  and  per- 
sonal property  was  estimated  at 
150,000,000?.;  in  1870  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Census  returns 
population  at  38,000,000,  and  the 
true  value  of  their  real  and  per- 
sonal property  at  6,ooo,ooo,oooZ. ! 
And  this  means  not  only  so  many 
added  dollars,  but  the  addition  of 
what  dollars  will  buy,  and  what  is 
too  hard  for  the  many  to  get  with- 
out dollars  —  a  universal  educa- 
tion ;  a  general  consumption  of 
literature  undreamed  of  in  the  Old 
World ;  a  piano  in  every  shanty ; 
the  feeling  amongst  all  those  whose 
mere  manual  labour  is  their  only 
capital,  that  they  too  are  equal  with 
all  other  men — are  a  necessity  to 
other  men — ^that  they  can  bargain 
with  their  employers  as  man  to 
man — that  they  are  not  for  ever  to 
remain  ignorant,  treated  to  elee- 
mosynary doles  of  coal  or  flannel 
in  lieu  of  fair  bargained  wages ; 
that  the  hope  dear  to  men — that 
of  absolute  independence — is  no 
longer  forbidden  to  them.  To  be 
sure,  it  may  be  objected  that  this  is 
only  one  side  of  the  picture,  and  a 
hiffhly-coloured  one.  It  will  be 
said  that  the  venture  of  emigration 
is  uncertain;  that  we  are  insuf- 
ficiently informed  of  the  conditions 
of  the  labourer  in  these  new  coun- 
tries. But  do  we  require  much 
detailed  knowledge  to  arrive  at  a 
conclusion  that  a  country  possess- 
ing every  variety  of  climate,  with 
any  quantity  of  land,  much  of  it 
still  virgin  soil — 3,000,000  square 
miles  for  40,000,000  people— only 
requires  railroads  to  assure  con- 
ditions for  manual  labour  impossible 
of  attainment  in  any  old  country  ? 
As  in  all  great  movements,  cases  of 
individual  suffering  in  emigration 
are  unavoidable.  An  English  la- 
bourer in  Minnesota,  sick  unto 
death  in  a  sparse-peopled  region. 
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T9:ill  no  doubt  look  back  with  a  sigh 
to  what  he  has  left  behind  him. 
Here  is  no  village  green  to  gladden 
his  dying  eyes,  nor  Lady  Bountiful 
to  wipe  the  clammy  brow  with 
delicate  handkerchief,  nor  parish 
rates  to  bury  him.  Death  and 
sickness  will  be  harder  to  him, 
though  it  is  astonishing  how 
tender  he  will  find  his  rough 
fellow-workers  in  the  wilderness. 
But  then  death  and  sickness  are  not 
the  prevailing  conditions  of  life. 
The  argument  is  the  old  one  of  stage 
coaches  versus  railroads;  hand- 
looms  versus  machinery.  It  is.  a 
sentimental  minority  argument. 
Lusty  young  fellows  with  lusty 
young  wives,  who  are  to  be  found 
by  thousands  among  our  labouring 
population,  are  not  likely  to  be  de- 
terred from  bettering  themselves  by 
fear  of  sickness  or  death,  any  more 
than  they  would  refuse,  if  they  had 
enlisted  m  the  army,  to  go  to  Lidia. 

A  harder  life,  with  a  prospect  of 
ultimately  rising  to  something 
higher  and  more  independent,  even 
accompanied  by  the  risk  of  unat- 
tended sickness,  is  surely  a  prefer- 
able prospect  to  remaining  for  ever 
on  that  dreary  old  feudal  footing 
of  the  *  benefiter '  and  the  *  bene- 
fited.' Surely  the  great  general  rule 
may  be  applied  to  almost  all  things 
under  the  sun  :  that  supply  will  be 
most  favourably  dealt  with  where 
demand  is  greatest.  It  is  a  mistake, 
if  it  can  be  helped,  to  form  part  of  a 
community  in  over-supply.  Much 
better  be  part  of  one  in  over-demand. 

And  if  on  the  one  hand  we  have 
conjured  up  for  a  possible  emigrant 
a  dreary  scene  from  Minnesota,  may 
we  not  on  the  other  hand  dwell  on 
the  attractions  of  California,  that 
Land  of  Promise  to  agricultural  la- 
bourers ?  Who  that  has  seen  them 
can  forget  the  white  painted  wooden 
cottages,  trellised  with  roses  which 
grow  nowJiere  else  as  they  grow 
there  ? — tlje  children  as  plump  and 
rosy  as  tlje  rosiest  in  our  English 
lanes ;  the.  profusion  of  the   finest 


vegetables,  fruit,  and  flowers;  the 
climate  always  equable  by  the  sea ; 
no  ice  nor  snow — 

Soft  blows  the  wind  that  breathes  &om 
that  blue  sky. 

Miles  of  the  very  finest  wheat  in 
the  world,  waving  beneath  the 
forest  trees,  with  never  a  hedgerow 
interrupting  the  view,  '  in  silence 
ripen,  fall,  and  cease;'  for  notwith- 
standing that  I^ature  has  benefi- 
cently separated  the  wet  season 
from  the  dry,  so  that  the  farmer  can 
count  on  weeks  when  he  can  leave 
the  grain  ungamered  where  it  falls, 
the  dearth  of  labour  is  so  great  that^ 
in  spite  of  all  the  marvellous  me- 
chanical contrivances  of  ingenious 
labour-saving  Yankees,  in  every 
abundant  year  part  of  the  crop  has 
actually  to  be  ploughed  into  the 
earth  again.  There  beggary,  except 
the  beggary  of  decayed  gentihty, 
is  unknown — ^there  every  man  and 
woman  able  and  willing  to  do  hard 
work  ^-ith  their  hands  can  not 
only  earn  good  wages  and  com- 
fortable living,  but  can  finally  dic- 
tate really  their  own  terms  to  their 
employers,  or,  better  still,  occupy 
their  own  homesteads. 

No  doubt  the  end  attained  may 
be  mere  material  well-being.  Bat 
then  that  is  a  great  point  to  people 
who  don't  seem  even  likely  to  at- 
tain to  that  in  England. 

Watching  our  poor  agricultural  la- 
bourers here  preparing  for  a  strike,  ia 
as  painful  as  watching  a  bird  strik- 
ing itself  against  the  iron  bars  of  its 
cage,  when  all  the  time  a  door  is  open ; 
but  the  eidt  not  being  the  accus- 
tomed one,  and  requiring  some 
knowledge  to  discover  it,  the  poor 
blind,  helpless  thing,  with  only  a 
passionate  consciousness  of  inherent 
right  to  the  free  air,  insists  on  test- 
ing which  is  the  hardest — the  iron 
bars  or  its  own  weak  body.  There 
can  be  but  one  end  to  that.  Here 
the  conditions  are  too  hopeless.  1^ 
the  Union  spend  its  money  in  de- 
porting the  superabundant  labour, 
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and  so  give  the  smaller  nnmber  re- 
maming  behind  a  better  chance. 
Let  Warwickshire  ponder  the  fact 
tJiat  from  the  year  1848,  when 
San  Francisco  first  really  existed, 
till  1872  the  exports  from  that  port 
alone  have  been  2 50,000, oooL  ster- 
ling yalne.  Let  the  colliers  in  Sonth 
Wales,  before  they  again  draw  on 
themselves  the  self-inflicted  misery 
of  a  strike,  consider  that  America 
produced  in  1871,  760,000  tons 
of  rails — just  double  the  quan- 
tity produced  in  1866,  and  four 
times  the  production  of  1862.  Last 
year  the  production  was  further  in- 
creased, and  will  be  again  very 
much  increased  this  year.  Califor- 
nia is  not  now  more  than  three 
weeks'  travel  from  Leamington, 
Pennsylvania  is  not  more  than 
twelve  days'  from  Cardiff.  Why 
^onld  English  labour  cut  its  own 
throat? 

Li  this  country  a  peculiar  delight 
is  taken  by  one  section  of  politicians 
in  pointing  the  finger  of  scorn  at 
the  political  corruption  in  America : 
by  another  section,  such  corruption 
is  sorrowfully  admitted  as  a  griev- 
ous blot  on  the  institutions  of  a 
nation  frx)m  which  there  is  other- 
wise so  much  to  hope  for  and  to 
believe  in  for  the  future. 

Li  this  short  paper  we  have  al- 
ready dwelt  on  the  knavery  prac- . 
tised  in  some  of  their  railroad  enter- 
prises ;  and  it  may  be  asked,  is  it 
worth  while  for  a  gain  in  material 
conditions  for  English  labourers  to 
become  citizens  of  a  country  where 
such  things  can  be?  Is  it  not 
better  for  them  to  remain  in  this 
land  of  grand  old  traditions,  and 
grand  old  families  that  carry  out 
Uiese  old  traditions  ?  The  wages, 
to  be  sure,  are  small — 18«.  a  week, 
and  meat  very  occasionally ;  but  if 
the  living  is  low,  the  thinlang  must 
be  high  in  such  an  atmosphere; 
where  to  approach  a  judge  for  the 
purpose  of  influencing  his  judgment, 
or  to  offer  a  cheque  to  a  Member  of 
Parliament  for  his  vote,  would  of 


itself  be  almost  sufficient  evidence 
to  send  a  man  to  a  lunatic  asylum. 
Doubtless  this  is  the  great  boast 
we  can  make  in  England.  It  is  a 
blessing  we  cannot  be  too  thankful 
for,  nor  too  proud  of.  And  it  must 
be  a  profound  discouragement  to  all 
lovers  of  republican  institutions 
that  America  should  have  shown 
not  one  but  many  instances  of  laps- 
ing from  these  inestimable  virtues. 
But  this  discouragement  should  not 
be  unalloyed  with  hope  of  improve- 
ment. The  Irish,  and  latterly  the 
negro,  votes  are  answerable  for  a 
great  deal.  Education  may  be 
expected  to  improve  them.  The 
country  is  still  very  young,  and 
perhaps  the  political  corr option  is 
not  much  greater  than  it  was  in 
England  in  Walpole's  time.  And. 
however  much  we  may  deplore  the 
fiulings  of  our  neighbours,  we  are 
scarcely  in  the  position  to  throw 
stones  recklessly  at  them.  For 
there  is  a  kind  of  justice  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  Westminster  Hall  or 
Lincoln's  Inn.  Our  Legislature  has 
taken  the  people's  taxes  for  all  these 
hundreds  of  years,  and  yet  has  left 
millions  of  the  population  of  these 
isles  to-day  absolutely  uneducated, 
and  in  an  ignorance  so  brutal  that 
it  could  not  be  credited  in  America 
— is  that  justice  ?  The  very  tone 
adopted  by  a  large  proportion  of 
our  upper  and  upper-middle  class 
people  in  speaking  of  strikes  is 
often  revoltingly  unjust.  It  is 
scarcelv  justice  that  a  cottager  who 
sees  a  nare  in  his  garden  destroy- 
ing his  produce,  and  knocks  it  on 
the  head,  should  be  branded  as  a 
criminal,  and  therebv  be  very  pro- 
bably ruined  for  lire.  Nor  is  it 
exactly  a  thing  to  be  proud  of 
that  m  Scotland  deer  forests  of 
100,000  acres  in  extent  should  be 
kept  without  sheep,  lest  sport 
should  be  spoiled ;  or  that  in  Eng- 
land labour  should  be  drawn  from 
the  fields  to  beat  Norfolk  stubbles 
or  Yorkshire  heather,  that  one 
noble    sportsman    may    slaughter 
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with  his  own  hands  some  900  birds 
in  one  day.  Is  the  tenure  of  onr 
land,  or  the  state  of  onr  great 
universities,  or  our  method  of  re- 
presentation, tree  from  the  grossest 
injustice  ?  And  yet^  where  we  have 
so  many  crying  needs  of  reform,  we 
are  told  that  the  burning  questions 
of  the  day  and  the  rallying  cries  of 
a  great  party  are  the  Central  Asian 
difficulty,  the  maintenance  of  the 
aristocratic  element  in  our  institu- 
tions, the  sacredness  of  endow- 
ments; and  some  people  regard  our 
Conservative  statesmen  as  honestly 
devoting  themselves  to  what  they 
believe  to  be  the  best  interests  of 
their  countrymen  in  proposing  to 
attract  the  public  attention  maonly 
to  such  issues.  But  if  by  means  of 
a  co-operative  emigration  organisa- 
tion our  labouring  classes  could 
have  conveyed  to  them  an  accurate 
conception  of  the  conditions  of  life 
in  America,  they  nught  perhaps  be 
not  unwilling  to  prove  on  their  own 
vile  bodies  which  is  in  reality  the 
more  corrupt  state,  so  far  as  they 
are  concerned. 

It  may  perhaps  be  too  late  for 


those  of  our  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water  who  are  already 
in  their  prime  of  life  to  understand 
even  in  the  dimmest  &8hion  what 
the  very  highest  privileges  of  being 
an  Englishman  really  are;  but  their 
children  in  America  may  have  a  fiur 
start  with  ail  other  classes  of  men ; 
they  will  at  any  rate  all  learn  to 
read  and  write  the  language  which 
makes  all  the  EngHsh-speaking 
races  kin,  and  which  enables  them 
all  to  partake  equally  in  the  noblest 
conmion  traditions. 

That  this  should  be  a  real  possibi- 
lity for  every  class ;  that  a  nearer 
equality  between  capital  and  labour 
should  be  a  dominant  condition; 
that  there  should  be  the  wide  elbow- 
room  that  alone  can  annihilate  caste, 
and  that  alone  can  give  scope  to  the 
experiments  that  are  being  now 
tried  on  a  small  scale  in  England  to 
elevate  by  co-operation  the  status  of 
our  agricultural  population:  these 
are  the  greater,  tiie  wider  'poten- 
tialities' that  every  mile  of  new 
American  railroad  built  brings  a 
step  nearer  to  practical  atoin- 
ment. 
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r  speaking  of  Shaftesburj,  in  a 
recent  nnmber  of  this  Magazine, 
I  remarked  tbat  his  most  complete 
antithesis  was  Bernard  de  Mande- 
ville,  author  of  the  Fable  of  the  Bees. 
Between  them  the  two  writers  give 
a  very  fair  summary  of  the  ethical 
tendencies  of  the  eignteenth  century 
freethinkers  in  England.  They  are 
treated  as  joint  opponents  of  ortho- 
doxy in  several  controversial  writ- 
ings  of  the  times,  as,  for  example, 
in  Berkeley's  Mi/imte  Philosopher,  in 
a  very  able  essay  on  the  Character' 
istics  by  John  Brown,  better  known 
as  the  author  of  the  Estimate,  and 
in  that  amorphous  mass  of  dis- 
sertation which  Warburton  called 
a  Demonstration  of  the  Divine  Lega^ 
turn  of  Moses.  Their  theories  are 
the  Scylla  and  Gharybdis  between 
which  it  was  a  delicate  matter  to 
steer  a  straight  course.  Agreeing 
in  leftiting  the  teaching  of  divines, 
they  are  at  the  opposite  poles  of 
speculation  in  all  else;  and  it  was 
some  consolation  to  the  orthodox 
that  two  such  enemies  of  the  faith 
might  be,  more  or  less,  trusted  to 
neutralise  each  other.  Their  rela- 
tions to  each  other  and  to  their 
common  enemies  illustrate  some  of 
the  problems  which  were  then  agi- 
tating men's  minds.  The  agitation 
has  not  quite  subsided. 

Mandeville  published  the  Fable 
of  the  Bees  in  17 14,  three  years 
after  the  appearance  of  the  Gharac- 
teristics.  It  opens  with  a  doggrel 
poem,  setting  forth  that  a  hive  of 
bees,  once  thriving  and  vicious, 
lost  its  prosperity  together  with 
its  vice  on  a  sudden  reformation. 
A  line  or  two  from  the  conclusion 
gives  the  pith  of  the  doctrine : 

Then  leare  complaints:  fools  only  strive 
To  make  a  great  an  honest  hive — 
To  enjoy  the  world's  conveniences, 
Be  funed  in  ynu,  yet  live  in  ease, 
Without  great  vices,  is  a  vain 
Utopia,  seated  in  the  brain. 


A  conament  follows  expounding 
this  cynical  theory  in  detail.  In 
subsequent  editions,  for  the  Fable 
enjoyed  a  wide  popularity  for  many 
years,  were  added  various  explana- 
tions and  defences  of  the  doctrine. 
In  1723  the  book  was  presented  as 
a  nuisance  by  the  Grand  Jury  of 
Middlesex.  Observing,  says  that 
respectable  body,  with  the  '  greatest 
sorrow  and  concern,*  the  many 
books  published  almost  every  week 
by  impious  and  licentious  writers, 
whose  'principles  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  the  subversion  of  all 
rehgion  and  civil  government,  our 
duty  to  the  Almighty,  our  love 
to  our  country,  and  regard  to  our 
oaths,  oblige  us  to  present '  the 
publisher  of  the  Fable  of  the  Bees, 
and  thereby,  as  it  would  appear,  to 
give  him  a  u^efal  advertisement. 

No  harm  followed  to  Mandeville 
in  person.  His  reputation,  however, 
was  gibbeted  in  all  the  respectable 
writmgs  of  the  day ;  his  name  be- 
came a  bye- word,  and  his  book  was 
regarded  as  a  kind  of  pothouse  edi- 
tion of   the    arch-enemy  Hobbes. 
The  indignation  was  not  unnatural. 
Mandeville  is  said  to  have  been  in 
the   habit    of   frequenting    coffee- 
houses and  amusing  his  patrons  bv 
ribald    conversation.      The     booK 
smells  of  its  author's  haunts.     He 
is  a  cynical  and  prurient  writer, 
who  shrinks  from  no  jest,  however 
scurrilous,  and    from   no   paradox, 
however    grotesque,   calculated   to 
serve  the  object—which  he  avows 
in  his  preface  to  be  his  sole  object — 
of  amusing  his  readers  ;  readers,  it 
may  be  added,  far  from  scrupulous 
in  iheir  tastes.      And  yet,  with  all 
Mandeville's  brutality,  there  runs 
through  his  pages  a  vein  of  shrewd 
sense  which  gives  a  certain  pun- 
gency to  his  rough  assaults  on  the 
decent  theories  of  life.    Nay,  there 
are    many  remarks    indicative    of 
some  genuine  philosophical  acute- 
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ness.  A  hearty  contempt  for  tlie 
humbugs  of  this  world,  and  a  resolu- 
tion not  to  be  blinded  by  its  pro- 
fessions, are  not  in  themselves  bad 
things.  When,  indeed,  a  man  in- 
cludes amongst  the  humbugs  every- 
thing which  passes  with  others  for 
virtue  and  purity,  his  teaching  is 
repulsive ;  though,  even  in  such 
a  case,  we  may  half  forgive  a 
writer  like  Swift,  whose  bitter- 
ness proves  that  he  has  not  parted 
from  his  illusions  without  a  cruel 
pang.  Mandeville  shares  Swift's 
contempt  for  the  human  race, 
but  his  contempt,  instead  of  urg- 
ing him  to  the  confines  of  niad- 
ness,  finds  easy  vent  in  a  horse- 
laugh. He  despises  himself  as  well 
as  his  neighbours,  and  is  content  to 
be  despicable.  He  is  a  scofier,  not  a 
misanthrope.  Yon  are  all  Yahoos, 
he  seems  to  say,  and  I  am  a  Yahoo ; 
and  so — let  us  eat,  drink,  and  be 
merry. 

Mandeville's  view  of  the  world 
is  thus  the  reverse  of  the  superfine 
philosophy  of  Shaftesbury.  For 
the  dignified  he  substitutes  the 
bestial  theory  of  human  nature; 
and  in  perfect  consistency  he 
speaks  with  bitter  ridicule  of  his 
opponent.  *  Two  systems,'  he  says, 
*  cannot  be  more  opposite  than  his 
lordship's  and  mine.*  *  The  hunting 
after  this  pulchnim  et  honestv/m,* 
which  with  Lord  Shaftesbury 
should  be  the  sole  object  of  human 
life,  'is  not  much  better  than  a 
wild-goose  chase  ;'  and  if  we  come 
to  fetcts,  *  there  is  not  a  quarter  of 
the  wisdom,  solid  knowledge,  and 
intrinsic  worth  in  the  world  that 
men  talk  of  and  compliment  one 
another  with ;  and  of  virtue  and 
religion  there  is  not  an  hundredth 
part  in  reality  of  what  there  is  in 
appearance.'  The  frankness  with 
which  this  opinion  is  uttered,  is 
rarer  than  the  opinion  itself.  Man- 
deville is  but  a  coarse  and  crude 
interpreter  of  a  doctrine  which  is 
not  Hkely  to  disappear  for  want  of 
disciples.      He  prides  himself  on 


being  a  shrewd  man  of  the  world, 
whose  experience  has  amply  de- 
monstrated the  folly  of  statesmen 
and  the  hypocrisy  of  churchmen, 
and  from  whom  all  that  beautiful 
varnish  of  flimsy  philosophy  with 
which  we  deceive  each  other  is 
unable  to  cover  the  vileness  of  the 
underlying  materials.  He  will  not 
be  beguiled  from  looking  at  the 
seamy  side  of  things.  Man,  as  theolo- 
gians tell  us,  is  corrupt ;  nay,  it  would 
be  difficult  for  them  to  exaggerate 
his  corruption ;  but  the  heavea 
which  they  throw  in  by  way  of  con- 
solation is  tacitly  understood  to  be 
a  mere  delusion,  and  the  super- 
natural guidance  to  which  they  bid 
US  trust,  an  ingenious  device  for 
enforcing  their  own  authority. 
Tell  your  fine  stories,  he  says  in 
effect,  to  school-girls  or  to  devotees ; 
don't  try  to  pass  them  off"  upon  me, 
who  have  seen  men  and  cities,  and 
not  taken  my  notions  from  books  or 
sermons.  There  is  a  part  of  our  na- 
ture which  is  always  flattered  by  the 
bold  assertion  that  our  idols  are 
made  of  dirt ;  and  Mandeville  was 
a  sagacious  sycophant  of  those 
baser  instincts. 

The  paradox  which  has  given 
his  book  its  chief  notoriety  is  that 
which  is  sunmied  up  in  the  alterna- 
tive title.  Private  vicesy  public  bene- 
fits. The  fallacy  which  lies  at  the 
base  of  his  economical  sophistries 
is,  one  might  suppose,  sufficiently 
transparent ;  and  yet  it  not  only 
puzzled  the  ablest  thinkers  of  the 
day,  but  enjoys  a  permanent  popu- 
larity. In  slightly  altered  forms  it 
is  constantly  reappearing,  and  re- 
peated confutation  never  seems  to 
kill  it  at  the  root.  The  doctrine 
is,  in  general  terms,  that  consump- 
tion instead  of  saving  is  beneficial 
to  labourers.  Mandeville  exhausts 
his  ingenuity  in  exhibiting  it  in  the 
most  extravagant  shapes.  '  It  is,' 
he  declares,  'the  sensual  courtier 
that  sets  no  limits  to  his  luxuiy; 
the  fickle  strumpet  that  invents  new 
fashions  every  week;  the  haughty 
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dncliess  that  in  eqnipage,  entertain- 
ments and  all  her  behaviour  would 
imitate  a  princess ;  the  profuse  rake 
and  lavish  heir,  that  scatter  about 
their  money  without  wit  or  judg- 
ment, buy  everything  they  see,  and 
either  destroy  or  give  it  away  the 
next  day;  the  covetous  and  per- 
jured villain,  that  squeezed  an  im- 
mense treasure  from  the  tears  of 
widows  and  orphans,  and  left  the 
prodigals  the  money  to  spend  ;  it  is 
these  that  are  the  proper  food  of 
the  full-grown  Leviathan;'  we  re- 
quire them  in  order  to  set  all  varie- 
ties of  labour  to  work,  and  *  to  pro- 
cure an  honest  livelihood  to  the 
vast  numbers  of  working  poor  that 
are  required  to  make  a  large  so- 
ciety.' The  doctrine,  however  ex- 
travagantly stated,  is  only  a  logical 
development  of  that  which  is  put 
forward  whenever  a  body  of  labour- 
ers is  thrown  out  of  work  by  a 
change  of  fashion.  Nobody  would 
now  commend  actual  vice,  but  we 
have  quite  recently  seen  a  defence  of 
luxury  on  the  ground  that  it  em- 
ploys labour.  The  *  sensual  cour- 
tier '  indeed  is  not  excused,  but  the 
rich  noble  who  lives  in  superfluous 
state  is  exhorted  to  lay  to  his  soul 
the  flattering  unction  that  he  is  pro- 
viding employment  for  the  trades- 
men who  supply  his  wants.  Politi- 
cal economists  have  shown  the 
fallacy  of  such  arguments ;  but 
their  refutation  is  constantly  re- 
garded as  a  gratuitous  paradox. 
.  The  sophistry  is  indeed  forced  to 
conceal  itself  more  carefally  at  the 
present  day;  for  Mandeville  delights 
in  following  it  with  perverse  inge- 
nuity to  its  furthest  consequences. 
He  pronounces  the  Reformation  to 
have  been  scarcely  more  efficacious 
in  promoting  the  national  prosperity 
than  *  the  silly  and  capricious  in- 
vention of  hooped  and  quilted  petti- 
coats.' 'Religion,'  he  adds,  *is 
one  thing,  and  trade  is  another. 
He  that  gives  most  trouble  to 
thousands  of  his  neighbours  and 
invents    the    most  operose  manu- 


factures is,  right  or  wrong,  the 
greatest  friend  to  society.'  Nay, 
he  manages  to  cap  these  extrava- 
gances by  arguing  that  even  the 
destruction  of  capital  may  be  use- 
ful. *The  Fire  of  London  was  a 
great  calamity,  bat  if  the  carpenters, 
bricklayers,  smiths,'  and  others  set 
at  work,  *  were  to  vote  against  those 
who  lost  by  the  fire,  the  rejoicings 
would  equal  if  not  exceed  the  com- 
plaints.' Foolish  paradoxes,  it  may 
be  said,  are  useful  at  most  in  so 
far  as  an  extravagant  statement  of 
a  foolish  theory  may  help  to  bring 
about  its  collapse.  And  yet  the 
writer  who  expounded  such  glaring 
absurdities  was  capable  of  occa- 
sionally attacking  a  commercial 
fallacy  with  great  success,  and  of 
anticipating  the  views  of  later  and 
more  eminent  authorities.  Thus, 
for  example,  though  he  cannot 
shake  himself  free  from  the  supersti- 
tion that  the  imports  of  a  nation 
should  not  be  allowed  to  exceed 
the  exports,  he  attacks  certain  cur- 
rent theories  upon  the  subject  by 
arguments  which  only  require  fur- 
ther extension  to  lead  to  a  sound 
conclusion  ;  and  he  illustrates  the 
advantages  of  division  of  labour, 
not,  indeed,  with  the  felicity  of 
Adam  Smith,  but  in  such  a  way  as 
to  show  an  apprehension  of  the 
principle  at  least  equally  clear. 
Mandeville,  in  fact,  is  not  a  mere 
dealer  in  absurdities.  He  has  over- 
laid a  very  sound  and  sober  thesis 
with  paradoxes  in  which  probably 
he  only  half  believed.  When  form- 
ally defending  himself,  he  can 
represent  his  arguments  as  purely 
ironical.  He  confesses,  in  a  vindi- 
cation against  the  Grand  Jury,  that 
he  has  stated  in  plain  terms  '  that 
what  we  call  evil  in  this  world, 
moral  as  well  as  natural,  is  the 
grand  principle  that  makes  us  socia- 
ble creatures ;  the  solid  basis,  the 
life  and  support  of  all  trades  and 
employments  without  exception ; 
that  there  we  must  look  for  the 
true  origin  of  all  arts  and  sciences  ; 
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and  that  the  moment  eyil  ceases, 
the  society  must  be  spoiled  if  not 
totally  dissolved.'     The  phrase,  he 
admits,  has  an  awkward  sound ;  but 
had  he  been  writing  for  persons 
unable  to  read  between  the  lines, 
he  would  have  explained  in  good 
set  terms  that  his  only  meaning 
was  that  *  every  want  was  an  evil ; 
that  on  the  multiplicity  of  those 
wants  depended  all  those  mutual 
services  which  individual  members 
of  society  pay  to  each  other,  and 
that  consequently  the  gi-eater  va- 
riety there  was  of  wants,  the  larger 
number  of  individuals  might  find 
their  private  interest  in  labouring 
for  the  good  of  others,  and  united 
together  compose  one  body.'     The 
streets  of  London,  according  to  his 
own  illustration,  will  grow  dirtier 
as  long  as  trade  increases  ;  and  to 
make  his  pages  attractive,  he  had 
expressed  this  doctrine  as  though 
he  took  the  dirt  to  be  the  cause  in- 
stead of  the  necessary  consequence 
of  the  wealth.    The  fallacy,  indeed, 
is  too  deeply  embedded  in  his  argu- 
ment to  be  discarded  in  this  sum- 
mary fashion.     The  doctrine   that 
the  heir  who  scatters,  and  not  the 
miser    who    accumulates    savings, 
really  sets  labour  at  work,  was  so 
much  in  harmony  with  the  ideas 
of  that  age,  that  even  Berkeley's 
acuteness  could  suggest  no  better 
answer  than  the  statement  that  an 
honest    man    generally    consumes 
more  than  a  knave.    There  is,  how- 
ever, a  core  of  truth  in  the  sophistry. 
Large  expenditure  is  an  evil  so  far  as 
it  indicates  that  consumption  is  out- 
running accumulation;   it  may  be 
called  a  good  sign  so  far  as  it  indi- 
cates that  large  accumulations  render 
lai^e  consumption  possible.  Mande- 
ville,  confusing  the  two  cases,  attacks 
4n  the  same  breath  the  frugal  Dutch- 
man who  saves  in  order  to  supply 
future  wants,  and  the  savage  who, 
consuming  little,  yet  consumes  all 
that    he  produces,    and    produces 
little  because  he  has  no  tastes  and 
feels  no  wants.      As  against  the 


savage,  his  remarks  are  correct 
enough.  The  growth  of  new  de- 
sires is  clearly  an  essential  conditioii 
towards  the  improvement  of  society, 
and  every  new  desire  brings  new 
evils  in  its  train.  Lideed,  there  is 
only  too  much  to  be  said  for  the 
theory,  when  thus  stripped  of  its 
paradoxical  dress.  The  streets  of 
London,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
streets  of  New  York,  grow  most 
undeniably  dirty  as  a  fuller  stream 
of  commerce  flows  through  them, 
and  leaves  behind  its  questionable 
deposits.  An  increased  cultivation 
of  wheat  is  also  unpleasantly  favour- 
able to  the  growth  of  tares ;  and 
it  is  in  vain  that  our  economical 
optimists  repudiate  all  responsibihiy 
for  the  evils  which  inevitably  ac- 
company the  blessings  they  pro- 
mise. If,  however,  Mandeville  had 
confined  himself  to  this  modest 
assertion,  he  would  have  fallen 
into  the  ordinary  jog-trot  of  the 
moralists  who  denounce  an  exces- 
sive passion  for  wealth.  It  was 
pleasanter  and  more  exciting  to 
give  a  different  turn  to  his  doctrine. 
To  make  an  omelette  you  must  break 
eggs;  don't  deny  in  words  what 
you  preach  by  practice;  admit 
frankly  that  the  gain  is  worth  the 
mischief;  and  it  is  but  a  step  far- 
ther to  say  that  the  mischief  is  the 
cause  of  the  gain. 

The  moral  side  of  this  edifying 
doctrine  involves  a  similar  am- 
biguity. Mandeville  may  be  de- 
scribed as  accepting  the  alternatiTe 
forced  upon  us  by  ascetic  moralists. 
Worldliness,  they  say,  is  vice :  let 
us  therefore  abandon  the  world. 
We  won't  and  can't  abandon  the 
world,  replies  Mandeville ;  let  us 
be  vicious  and  be  candidly  vicions. 
Accept  in  all  sincerity  the  doctrine 
of  contempt  for  wealth,  with  the 
fundament  theorem  on  which  it 
reposes,  that  the  natural  passions 
are  bad ;  and  we  should  be  virtuous 
and  barbarous.  Accumulation  of 
wealth,  as  the  later  economists  tell 
us,  is  the  natural  base  of  all  the 
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virtues  of  civilisation,  and  the  in- 
dnstrial  view  of  morality  is  therefore 
opposed  fundamentally  to  the  views 
of  certain  orthodox  preachers. 
Mandeville's  paradox  is  produced 
by  admitting  with  the  divines  that 
the  pursuit  of  wealth  is  radically 
vicious,  and  by  arguing  with  the 
economists  that  it  is  essential  to 
civilisation.  Luxury,  according  to 
his  definition,  should  in  strictness 
include  everything  that  is  not  essen- 
tial to  the  existence  of  a  naked 
savage.  Hence  the  highest  con- 
ceivable type  of  virtue  should  be 
found  in  religious  houses,  whose 
inmates  have  bound  themselves  by 
rigid  vows  of  chastity  and  poverty 
to  trample  the  flesh  under  foot ; 
or  rather  it  would  be  found  there  if 
monks  and  nuns  did  not  cover  the 
vilest  sensuality  under  a  mask  of 
hypocrisy,  an  opinion  which  has 
been  confirmed  by  the  evidence  of 
'many  persons  of  eminence  and 
learning.'  He  would  subscribe  to 
Dr.  Newman's  opinion  that  in  the 
humble  monk  and  the  holy  nun  are 
to  be  found  the  only  true  Christians 
after  the  Scripture  pattern,  if  he 
could  believe  that  holiness  and 
humility  were  ever  more  than 
shams.  Now  the  ideal  of  a  Trap- 
pist  monk  is  plainly  incompatible 
with  the  development  of  an  indus- 
trious community. 

From  the  same  theory  follows 
logically  the  denial  of  the  name 
of  virtue  to  every  practice  which 
is  prompted  by  natural  instinct. 
Thus,  for  example,  the  force  of 
maternal  love  appears  to  the  ordi- 
nary moralist  to  be  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  of  human  instincts. 
Mandeville  with  perverse  inge- 
nuity twists  it  into  a  proof  that 
all  virtue  is  factitious.  You  cry 
out,  he  says,  with  horror  at  the 
woman  who  commits  infanticide. 
But  the  same  woman  who  murders 
her  illegitimate  child  mav  show  the 
utmost  tenderness  to  her  lawfal 
o£&pring.  As  a  murderess  and  as 
a  good  mother  she  is  equally  ac- 


tuated by  the  self-love  which  is 
really  the  spring  of  all  our  actions. 
The  murder  is  produced  by  a  sense 
of  shame  ;  destroy  the  shame,  and 
you  suppress  the  crime ;  the  most 
dissolute  women  are  scarcely  ever 
guilty  of  this  sin.  A  mother's  love 
is  produced  not  by  any  force  of 
principle,  but  by  the  operation  of 
natural  instincts.  The  *  vilest  wo- 
men have  exerted  themselves  on 
this  head  as  violently  as  the  best.' 
Now  *  there  is  no  merit  in  pleasing 
ourselves,'  and  indeed  an  excessive 
love  for  children  is  often  their  ruin, 
which  shows  that  it  is  prompted  by 
a  desire  for  our  own  welfare  and  not 
for  the  happiness  of  our  children. 
Imagine  yourself,  he  suggests,  to 
be  locked  up  in  a  room  looking 
upon  a  yard  through  a  grated  win- 
dow ;  suppose  that  you  saw  in  it  a 
pretty  child  of  two  or  three  years 
at  play;  and  that  a  *  nasty  over- 
grown sow  '  came  in  and  frightened 
Qie  poor  child  out  of  its  wits.  You 
would  do  all  you  could  to  frighten 
it  away.  But  if  the  overgrown  sow, 
being  in  a  famished  conation,  were 
to  proceed  to  tear  the  helpless  in- 
fant to  pieces,  whilst  vou  looked  on 
without  the  power  to  mterfere,  none 
of  the  passions  vaunted  by  moralists 
would  equal  your  sensations  of 
pity  and  indignation.  What  is  the 
inference?  That  there  would  be 
no  need  of  virtue  or  self-denial  to 
be  moved  at  such  a  scene,  and  that 
not  only  a  humane  man,  but  a  high- 
wayman, a  housebreaker,  or  a  mur- 
derer would  feel  the  same.  This 
pity,  therefore,  is  a  mere  counterfeit 
of  charity.  It  comes  in  through 
the  eye  or  ear ;  and  if  we  read  of 
three  or  four  hundred  men  being 
killed  or  drowned  at  a  distance,  we 
are  not  really  more  moved  than  at 
a  tragedy.  Reason  would  tell  us 
to  grieve  equally  for  the  sufferings 
which  we  see  and  for  those  which 
we  do  not  see ;  but  the  vehement 
emotion  of  piiy  is  only  caused  by 
the  painful  objects  which  inune- 
diately  assail  our  senses.    It  is  the 
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rising  of  the  gorge  at  an  offensive 
sight,  not  a  deep-seated  intellectoal 
motive.  In  the  same  spirit,  he 
argues  with  offensive  coarseness 
that  modesty  is  merely  a  sham. 
*  Virtue  bids  us  subdue,  but  good 
breeding  only  requires  that  we 
should  conceal  our  appetites.*  Good 
breeding  involves  no  self-denial ; 
but  only  teaches  us  to  gratify  our 
sensuality  according  to  the  custom 
of  the  country;  and  a  man  may 
wallow  in  all  kinds  of  indulgence 
and  be  sure  that  he  will  have  *  all 
the  women  and  nine-tenths  of  the 
men  on  his  side.' 

Once  more,  theologians  condemn 
the  military  as  well  as  the  industrial 
passions;  and  here,  too,  they  are 
merely  covering  over  our  brutal 
natural  passions  with  a  flimsy  veil, 
and  affecting  to  condemn  what 
everybody  knows  to  be  essential  to 
the  welfare  of  society.  Duelling, 
for  example,  is  forbidden  by  law, 
and  is  yet  essential  to  that  code  of 
honour  without  which  there  would 
be  no  living  in  a  large  society. 
Why  should  a  nation  grudge  to  see 
some  half-dozen  men  sacnflced  in 
a  year  *  to  obtain  so  valuable  a  bless- 
ing as  the  politeness  of  manners,  the 
pleasure  of  conversation,  and  the 
happiness  of  company  in  general,' 
whilst  it  exposes  thousands  of  lives 
for  an  end  which  may  often  do  no 
good  at  all  ?  Religion  bids  you  leave 
revenge  to  God;  honour  bids  you 
reserve  it  scrupulously  for  yourself; 
religion  forbids  and  honour  com- 
mands murder  ;  religion  orders  you 
to  turn  the  other  cheek,  honour  to 
quarrel  for  a  trifle;  *reHgion  is 
built  on  humility,  honour  on  pride ; 
how  to  reconcUe  them  must  be 
left  to  wiser  heads  than  mine.*  The 
argument  is  pointed  by  an  elaborate 
portrait,  which  curiously  recalls 
Richardson's  ideal  hero.  He  de- 
Hcribes  Sir  Charles  Ghundison  by 
anticipation.  He  sets  before  us  a 
fine  gentleman  of  the  highest  type, 
lavish  in  his  expenditure,  but  al- 
ways guided  by  the  most  exquisite 


taste ;  cheerful  and  cordial  in  his 
demeanour ;  and  yet  never  omitting 
due  courtesy  to  the  meanest  of  his 
guests ;  solid  as  well  as  amusing  in 
his  conversation,  and  never  using 
an  indecent  or  a  profane  word; 
careftil  in  his  religious  observances, 
charitable  to  the  poor,  a  father  to 
his  tenants,  a  liberal  but  strictly 
just  master  to  his  servants,  and 
in  that  capacity  remarkable  for  tins 
special  touch  of  good  sense,  that  he 
never  allows  them  to  accept  gratuities 
from  his  visitors  on  any  pretence. 
What,  then,  Ls  to  be  said  against 
this  pattern  of  all  the  virtues  of  a 
gentleman  ?  Mandeville  repli^  by 
putting  the  same  dilemma  which  so 
terribly  puzzled  Richardson.  Sup- 
pose our  spotless  hero  to  receive  an 
insult  from  somebody  of  equal 
position  but  of  less  s^-oommand. 
What  will  he  do  ?  Obey  the  laws 
of  God,  and  submit ;  or  the  laws  of 
honour,  which  have  at  most  the 
force  of  an  oral  tradition  ?  Richard- 
son evades  the  problem  by  endow- 
ing his  hero  with  a  skill  of  fence 
equally  remarkable  with  his  other 
superlative  excellences.  Mandeville 
equally  assumes  that  his  Grandison 
will  fight,  and  allows  no  evasion  of 
this  rather  wa^f  variety.  The  hero's 
conduct  supplies  a  crucial  experi- 
ment, showing  what  is  the  ultimaie 
law  by  which  he  is  guided.  The 
ridicule  of  his  equals  and  the  mob 
will  have  more  weight  with  him 
than  the  fear  of  hell.  In  other 
words,  pride  is  the  dominant  prin- 
ciple  of  his  nature.  It  is  the  Protean 
passion  which  really  accounts  for 
the  whole  system  of  behaviour 
which  we  have  so  much  admired. 
Christianity  and  honour  lay  down 
two  different  codes.  Where  they 
conflict,  all  gentlemen  unhesitating- 
ly obey  the  code  of  honour.  If  to 
covet  honour,  as  Shakespeare  puts 
it,  be  a  sin,  then  clearly  the  men  of 
honour  are  the  most  offending  souls 
alive.  We  are  like  Gathohcs  in  a 
Protestant  cpuntiy,  who  cannot  be 
trusted  because  they  pay  allegiance  to 
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anotlier  than  their  lawful  sovereign. 
TTirift  it  from  ourselves  as  we  may, 
the  master  whom  we  really  ohey 
is  not  God,  but  pubHc  opinion. 
This  theory  of  Mandeville's  per- 
haps suggested  some  of  Pope's 
keenest  satire.  It  is  a  systematic 
statement  of  the  poet's  pet  doctrine 
of  the  Ruling  Passion. 
Search,  then,  the  ruling  passion ;  there  alone 
The  wild  are  constant,  and  the  cunning 

known; 
The  fool  consistent,  and  the  false  sincere  ; 
PrieBts,  princes,  women  no    dissemblers 

here: 
This  clue  once  found  unravels  all  the  rest, 
The  prospect  clears,  and  Wharton  stands 

confest. 

The  same  theory,  according  to 
Mandeville,  will  include  not  only 
Wharton  and  Marlborough  and 
Chartres  and  Bolingbroke,  but 
Berkeley  and  Addison  (the  *  parson 
in  a  tie-wig,'  as  Mandeville  called 
him),  and  all  the  saints  and  moral- 
ists, as  well  as  the  sinners  and 
blasphemers  of  the  age.  The  love 
of  honour  is  our  one  principle,  and 
love  of  honour  is  merely  a  decent 
periphrasis  for  a  desire  to  gratify 
our  vanity.  The  gentleman  values 
himself  on  his  fidelity  to  his  word. 
*The  rake  and  scoundrel  brag  of 
their  vices,  and  boast  of  their  im- 
pudence.* In  both  the  fundamental 
principle  is  the  same. 

The  argument  is,  in  one  sense,  a 
mere  juggle.  The  artifice  is  trans- 
parent. Pride  is  a  dyslogistic  epi- 
thet given  to  a  natural  passion, 
which  may  be  good  or  bad.  Call 
it  self-respect,  and  the  paradox 
vanishes.  To  desire  the  sympathy 
and  praise  of  our  fellow-creatures 
is  not  a  bad  motive,  though  it  may 
accidentally  come  into  collision  with 
virtuous  desires.  To  say  that  the 
vilest  have  natural  affections  is  not 
to  prove  that  the  natural  affections 
are  a  sham,  but  that  there  is  virtue 
even  in  the  most  abandoned.  Be- 
neath the  paradoxical  outside,  how- 
ever, there  lies  a  rough  protest 
against  the  pld  theological  dogmas. 
Human   nature  rises  against  the 


theory  which  pronounces  it  to  be 
hopelessly  corrupt,  and  which,  by 
a  logical  consequence,  proceeds  to 
estimate  all  virtue  by  the  degree 
in  which  natural  instmcts  are  sup- 
pressed. Mandeville  may  be  inter- 
preted as  refusing  to  accept  the 
monastic  ideal  of  virtue ;  tiiough 
his  refusal  certainly  takes  an  awk- 
ward form.  Your  theologians,  he 
says,  have  endeavoured  to  cramp 
men's  intellects  and  to  eradicate 
their  passions.  Possibly  you  may 
have  fitted  them  for  another  world, 
but  you  have  certainly  incapacitated 
them  for  this.  You  e:aled  the 
masculine  virtues  from  the  sickly 
and  attenuated  forms  of  Catholic 
saints  and  hermits ;  but  secular  life 
cannot  be  carried  on  without  them. 
The  code  of  honour  expresses  an 
attempt  of  the  native  vigour  of  the 
race  to  break  the  fetters  with 
which  priests  would  shackle  it. 
Our  spiritual  physicians,  as  Mande- 
ville understood  them,  proposed  to 
bleed  us,  like  so  many  Sangrados, 
till  we  were  fitted  for  a  diet  of 
herbs  and  water ;  and  to  justify  the 
operation,  they  assured  us  that  our 
blood  was  vitiated  and  corrupt. 
Mandeville  says  that  if  we  would 
enjoy  robust  health  we  cannot  af- 
ford to  lose  a  drop  of  blood ;  but 
instead  of  inferring  that  the  blood 
is  not  corrupt,  he  infers  that  cor- 
ruption is  good.  Brand  all  enjoy- 
ment as  vice,  and  the  natural  effect 
of  establishing  an  indelible  associa- 
tion will  be  an  avowed  justification 
of  vicious  enjoyment.  Mandevilles 
are  the  inevitable  antithesis  to  an 
overstrained  asceticism;  and  we 
may  so  far  sympathise  to  some  ex- 
tent with  his  refusal  to  be  mutilated 
to  suit  the  fancies  of  priests. 

Mandeville,  however,  goes  farther. 
Wilfully,  or  deceived  by  his  own 
selfishness,  he  declares  that  this 
code  of  honour,  and  indeed  that 
morality  generally,  is  a  mere  sham. 
He  opens  the  commentary  on  his 
verses  by  a  singular  history  of  the 
process  by  which  virtue  first  made 
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its  appearance  in  the  world.  Certain 
mysterious    *  lawgivers '  —  persons 
who  appear  in  an  the  theological 
speculations  of  the  time — ^resolved 
for    their     own       base    purposes 
to    invent   virtue.     These    people 
*  thoroughly     examined     all     the 
strength  and  frailties  of  our  nature, 
and  observing  that  none  were  either 
so  savage  as  not  to  be  charmed  with 
praise  or  so  despicable  as  patiently 
to  bear  contempt,  justly  concluded 
that  flattery    must    be  the    most 
powerftd  argument  that  could   be 
used  to    exalt   human  creatures.' 
They  extolled  our  superiority  over  the 
other  animals,  and  assured  us  that 
we  were  capable  of  the  most  noble 
achievements ;  and  *  having  by  this 
artful  way  of  flattery  insinuated 
themselves  into  the  hearts  of  men, 
they  began  to  instruct  them  in  the 
notions    of    honour    and    shame.' 
Thus  mankind  became  divided  into 
two  classes:  the   *wild  grovelling 
wretches '  who  pursued  nothing  but 
the  gratification  of  their  own  appe- 
tites, and  the  nobler  creatures  who 
reduced  their  appetites  under  the 
bondage  of  their  reason,  and  thus 
obtained   the  mastery   over   their 
fellows.       Thus    by     'the    skilfol 
management   of    wary  politicians* 
mankind  was  induced  to  stigmatise 
those  actions  which  were  harmful 
to  the  public  as  vicious,  and  to  call 
those  which  were  beneficial  virtuous. 
Even  the  vilest  were  interested  in 
maintaining  this  theory,  inasmuch 
as  they  received  a  share  of  the 
benefits  produced  by  virtue ;  and,  at 
least,  found  their  account  in  repress- 
ing the  competition  of  other  vile 
persons    by    advocating    the    new 
maxims.     The  doctrine  is  summed 
up  in  the  aphorism  that  *  the  moral 
virtues  are  the  political   offspring 
which  flattery  begot  upon  pride.' 
This    preposterous    caricature    of 
modem  utilitarianism  is   precisely 
analogous  to    the    ordinary  Deist 
doctrine  that  the  sacred  writings 
were  simple  forgeries.     Virtue,  like 
religion,  was  regarded  as  a  mere 


figment   when   it  was    no  longer 
believed    to    come    straight    from 
heaven.      The     only      alternative 
admitted  to  the  supernatural  origm 
of  all  the  beliefs  the  possession  of 
which  distinguishes  us  from  beasts 
was     their     deliberate    invention. 
Virtue  therefore  naturally  presents 
itself  as  a  mere  fashion,  changing 
like  taste  in  dress  or  in  architec- 
ture.    His  argument,  directed  pri- 
marily    against     Shaftesbury,    is 
simply  an  extension  of  that  upon 
which  Locke    had  conferred  cele- 
brity in  the  course  of  his  attack 
upon   innate    ideas.      Shaftesbniy 
had  tried  to  prove  that  the  standard 
of  taste  was  invariable;  and  upon 
that  doctrine  had  founded  his  theory 
of  morality.     Mandeville  plausibly 
enough  argues  that  it  is  fluctuaiang 
and  uncertain  in  the  highest  degree. 
Sometimes  the  florist  admires  the 
tulip,  at  other  times  the  carnation. 
Beards  are  worn  in  one  country  and 
shaved  in  another.  Broad-brinmied 
hats  succeed  narrow  brims,  and  big 
buttons  alternate  with  little  ones. 
'  What  mortal,'  he  asks, '  can  decide 
which  is  handsomest  abstract  from 
the  mode  in  being?'     Our  taste  is 
the  ultimate  arbiter,  and  our  taste 
varies  indefinitely  and  capriciously. 
Now  *  in  morals  there  is  no  greater 
certainty.'     The  laws  of  marriage 
vary  so  widely  that  what  is  regarded 
as  an  abomination  in  one  country  is 
considered  as  perfectly  becoming  in 
another.     A  Mahommedan  may  re- 
gard wine  drinking  with  an  aversion 
as  great  aa  that  which  we  reserve 
for  the  practices  which  we   most 
abhor  ;  and  in  both  cases,  the  horror 
will    be    supposed   to   arise   from 
nature.   Which  is  the  true  religion  ? 
is  the  question  which  has   caused 
more  harm  than  all  the  other  ques- 
tions put  together.    At  Pekin,  at 
Constuitinople,  and  at  Borne  yon 
will  receive  three  replies,  utterly 
different,  but  equally  peremptoiy. 
Is  not  the  search   after  a   single 
standard  a  mere  wild-goose  chase? 
The  argument  isharmy  calculated 
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to  puzzle  anyone  at  the  present 
day.  The  believer  in  intuitive 
moralitj  replies  by  pointing  to 
certain  primary  beliefs  which  under- 
lie the  superficial  variations ;  and  the 
ntilitarianreplies,  as  Berkeley  replied 
in  substance  and  Hume  with  greater 
detail  and  completeness,  by  giving  an 
extemaltest  of  morality.  Since  dif- 
ferent races  have  supposed  different 
actions  to  be  beneficial,  the  standard 
of  morals  has  varied  very  widely ; 
and  since  the  beneficial  tendency  of 
certain  actions  is  palpable,  the 
variation  has  been  confined  within 
certain  limits.  By  this  reply, 
Mandeville,  as  he  had  explicitly 
stated  the  utilitarian  criterion,  should 
have  been  convinced.  His  pur- 
pose, however,  being  simply  to 
startle  the  prejudices  of  his 
readers,  he  was  content  to  dwell 
upon  the  difficulty  without  sug- 
gesting the  answer.  He  was  the 
more  open  to  an  easy  apparent 
refutation;  and,  of  the  answers 
which  he  provoked,  the  most  re- 
markable was  the  singularly  clear 
and  vigorous  assault  of  William 
Law.  Law,  now  chiefly  remembered 
for  his  later  divergence  into  mystic- 
ism, was  amongst  the  very  ablest 
controversialists  of  his  age.  Few 
of  his  contemporaries  show  the  same 
vigour  of  reasoning,  and  it  would 
be  hard  to  mention  one  who  can 
stand  beside  him  for  fervid  elo- 
quence. This  book  was  re-pab- 
lished  in  1844  with  a  preface  by  Mr. 
Maurice,  and  it  is  an  amusing  liter- 
ary phenomenon  to  see  Law's  clear 
and  manly  English  interpreted  into 
the  peculiar  dialectof  his  expounder. 
A  fog  is  (Jrawn  before  the  sun  to  help 
us  to  read.  Law  makes  short  work  of 
Mandeville's  superficial  sophistries  : 
he  strikes  them  down  at  a  single  blow. 
An  action,  he  says,  is  virtuous  *  be- 
cause it  is  in  obedience  to  reason  and 
the  laws  of  God ;  it  does  not  cease 
to  be  so  because  a  body  is  formed 
by  use  or  created  by  disposition 
easy  and  ready  for  the  performance 
of  it.'      On  Mandeville' s    strange 
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hypothesis  that  pity  was  not  virtu- 
ous because  spontaneous,  ^all  habits 
of  virtue  would  be  blameable '  be- 
cause all  such  habits  make  good 
actions  more  spontaneous.  He,  in 
short,  who  practises  virtue  with  the 
least  self-denial  is  the  most  virtu- 
ous man,  for  self-denial  is  not  the 
essence,  but  an  accident  of  virtue. 
Mandeville's  attempt  to  prove  virtue 
to  be  arbitrary  is  met  as  victoriously 
as  his  attempt  to  prove  that  it  is  not 
meritorious.  The  theory  is  self-con- 
tradictory. Science,  says  Law,  is  only 
an  improvement  of  those  first  prin- 
ciples which  nature  has  given  us. 
The  mathematician  must  start  from 
axioms  obvious  to  all  mankind.  Take 
them  away  and  the  science  vanishes. 

*  Do  but  suppose  all  to  be  invented, 
and  then  it  will  follow  that  nothing 
could  be  invented  in  any  science.' 
MoraUty  would  not  be  arbitrary, 
but  inconceivable,  if  we  had  not 
some  primary  perceptions  of  right 
and  wrong.  The  beautifcd  theory 
of  a  fiction  started  by  hypothetical 
legislators  is  ingeniously  parodied 
by  a  similar  theory  as  to  the  origin 
of  an  erect  posture.  Some  clever 
philosopher  discovered  that  though 
man  crept  on  the  ground,  he  was 
made  up  of  pride,  and  flattery 
might  set  him  on  his  legs.  They 
told  him  what  a  grovelling  thing  it 
was  to  creep  on  his  legs  like  the 
meanest  animals;   and  thus   they 

*  wheedled  him  into  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  walking  upright  to  serve 
their  own  ambitious  ends,  and  that 
they  might  have  his  hands  to 
be  employed  in  their  drudgery.' 
Virtue    is    no   mere  cheat ;    it  is 

*  founded  in  the  immutable  relations 
of  things,  in  the  perfections  and 
attributes  of  God,  and  not  in  the 
pride  of  man  or  the  craft  of  cunning 
poUticians.' 

This,  and  much  more,  is  excellent 
logic — too  good,  one  might  think, 
to  be  thrown  away  upon  such  poor 
game  as  the  big  button  theory  of 
morality.  And  yet  at  this  point 
there  intrudes  a  certain  doubt  as 
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whether  Law  haa  really  Btmck  the 
vital  point  of  Mandeville's  theory. 
It  is,  donbtless,  ntterlj  absurd  to 
suppose  that  men  were  cheated  into 
virtue — as  absurd  as  to  suppose  that 
they  were  cheated  into  an  upright 
posture.  The  doctrine  was  only 
possible,  even  as  an  amusing  para- 
dox, in  days  when  men  could 
argue  seriously  that  all  the  prophets 
and  apostles  were  vulgar  impostors. 
It  might  be  summarily  swept  aside 
on  to  the  rubbish  heap,  where  ex- 
tinct fallacies  decay  till  they  are 
picked  up  for  the  amusement  of 
some  student  of  human  eccentricity. 
But  Law's  reply  seems  to  assume 
that  we  are  driven  to  a  choice  be- 
tween two  alternatives,  neither  of 
which  is  accepted  by  modem 
thinkers.  Strauss  does  not  hold 
that  the  early  Christians  were 
cheats,  any  more  than  he  holds 
them  to  have  been  supematurally 
inspired.  The  doctrines  which  they 
preached  were  the  natural  firuit  of 
the  human  intellect  working  under 
certain  conditions  at  a  given  stage 
of  its  development.  The  same 
change  has  passed  over  speculators 
upon  morality.  If  not  invented,  it  yet 
need  not  have  been  revealed.  Man 
was  not  cheated  into  standing  up- 
right, nor  was  he  made  standing 
upright;  the  upright  posture  ap- 
peared at  a  certain  periodm  thecourse 
of  his  development  firom  monkey- 
hood.  Prove,  as  Mandeville  tried  to 
prove,  that  moraliiy  was  originally 
due  to  the  working  of  certain  simple 
passions,  and  it  certainly  will  not 
follow  that  morality  is  a  matter  of 
mere  arbitrary  fashion,  varying 
indefinitely  in  different  times  and 
countries,  like  the  taste  for  big 
buttons.  We  shall  rather  be  in- 
duced to  accept  another  branch  of 
the  dilemma.  If  we  go  to  the  root 
of  the  matter,  we  should  rather  say 
that  a  taste  for  big  buttons  was 
itself  the  product  of  certain  uniform 
laws,  acting  as  inflexibly  as  those 


which  determine  the  details  of  onr 
moral  code.  If  morality  is  the 
creature  of  fashion,  yet  fashion  is 
not  the  creature  of  chance,  for 
chance  has  no  existence.  Springing 
from  deeper  and  more  uniform  mo* 
tives  than  those  which  regulate  our 
taste  in  buttons,  it  is  &r  less  vari- 
able, but  it  is  equally  to  be  deduced 
from  the  workings  of  human  nature 
and  not  from  those  vague  entities, 
the  '  immuiable  relations  of  things,' 
nor  yet  from  our  intuitions  of  the 
inconceivable  essence  of  the  Divine 
Nature.  The  Fable  of  tlie  Bees,  in 
fact,  contains,  in  its  crudest  and 
most  offensive  form,  the  germ  of 
what  would  now  be  called  the  de- 
rivative theory  of  morality,  and 
falls  into  gratuitous  perplexity  by 
implicitiy  assuming  chance  as  an 
objective  realiW,  whilst  in  consis- 
tency Mandeville  was  bound  to  be- 
lieve, and  indeed  actually  pro&sses 
his  belief^  in  the  universality  of 
natural  laws. 

It  is  here,  in  fact,  that  we  reach 
the  logical  foundation  upon  which 
Mandeville  erected  so  strange  a 
superstructure.  The  wiU  of  God 
(says  Law)  makes  moral  virtue  our 
law.  If  we  ask  how  this  will  ap- 
pears, it  is  because  we  know  that 
(jod  is  of  infinite  justice  and  good- 
ness and  truth.  Every  theologian 
must  admit  that  this  is  the  ulti- 
mate foundation  of  virtue ;  but  the 
ever  recurring  difficulty  cannot  be 
evaded.  Are  God's  justice  and 
goodness  the  same  with  ours? 
Must  we  not  derive  our  knowledge 
of  the  Deity  from  our  moral  ideas 
instead  of  inverting  the  pi'ocess  ?  If 
so,  must  we  not  discover  some  ex- 
ternal basis  for  morality,  and,  in  that 
case,  where  is  it  to  be  placed  ?  Law's 
answer  at  this  time,  when  driven 
to  his  ultimate  standing-ground, 
would  apparently  have  consisted  in 
an  appeal  to  the  external  evidences 
of  Christianity.!  Such  thinkers, 
however,  as  Shaftesbuiy  and  Man- 
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deville,  who,  agreeing  in  little  else, 
agreed  in  rejecting  or  ignoring  the 
force  of  those  evidences,  were  neces- 
sarilj  driven  to  a  different  answer. 
Law,  in  his  anidetj  to  depreciate  na- 
tural religion,  declares  that  the  light 
of  natnre  amounts  only  to  a  '  bare 
capacity  of  receiving  good  or  bad 
impressions,  right  or  wrong  opinions 
or  sentiments,  according  to  the  state 
of  the  world  we  fiJl  into.'  Mande- 
ville,  sharing  Law's  contempt  for 
human  natnre,  would  scarcely  dis- 
pute this  opinion ;  but  he  denied 
what  Law  strenuously  asserted,  that 
the  light  of  revelation  supplied  the 
defects  of  nature.  He  calmly  ex- 
tinguishes both  lights  and  leaves 
us  to  grope  our  way  in  the  dark. 
.Shaftesbury,  on  the  contrary,  main- 
tains that  the  light  of  nature  is 
abundantly  sufficient  by  itself.  The 
harmonies  written  everywhere  on 
the  face  of  the  universe  enable  every 
reverent  observer  to  discover  the 
Creator.  We  *  look  through  nature 
up  to  nature's  God.'  Lideed,  the 
essence  of  his  theory  is  the  identi- 
fication of  God  with  nature.  His 
Deity  is  not  the  patron  of  a  nation 
or  a  sect,  or  the  inspirer  of  a  priestly 
caste  or  a  set  of  isolated  fanatics, 
but  the  universal,  immanent,  and 
all-pervading  essence.  K  not  quite 
a  Pantheist  he  protests  against 
that  form  of  theology  which  repre- 
sents God  as  an  internal  ruler,  or  as 
only  one  amongst  many  forces, 
though  incomparably  the  most 
powerful  of  all.  It  is  here  that  he 
comes  into  the  most  vital  contrast 
with  Mandeville.  How,  in  fact, 
can  theology  which  makes  Gt)d  a 
synonym  with  nature  supply  a 
basis  for  morality  P  As  Pope  said 
in  the  *'  licentious  stanza'  afterwards 
omittedfrom  the  Universal  Pra/yer — 

Can  that  offend  great  nature's  GKxl, 
Which  nature's  self  inspires  ? 

Kature  is  an  impartial  and  uni- 
Torsal  power:  nature  inspires  hatred 
as  well  as  love ;  and  arms  the  mur- 
derer as  well  as  the  judge.    It  is 


impossible,  instead  of  wrong,  to 
br^tk  the  laws  of  nature ;  and  mo- 
rality understood  as  obedience  to 
nature  sanctions  every  action  that 
ever  was  or  ever  will  be  performed. 
Shaftesbury's  attempt  at  evasion,  by 
calling  some  passions  *  unnatural,' 
is  either  nugatory  or  involves  the 
abandonment  of  his  whole  argu- 
ment. The  difficulty  is  that  which, 
in  one  form  or  another,  perplexes 
every  attempt  to  substitute  pure 
Deism  for  revealed  religion.  Na- 
ture is  too  vague  a  deity  to  supply 
intelligible  motives  for  action,  or 
to  attract  our  love  and  reverence. 

Butler's  argument,  both  in  the 
Analogy  and  in  the  Sermons^  is  in- 
tended to  meet  this  difficulty.  Hip 
purpose  is  to  show  that  nature,  when 
rightly  interpreted,  bears  witness 
to  the  existence  of  a  power  external 
to  itself.  We  can  read  the  great 
riddle,  obscurely  indeed,  but  yet  so 
as  to  answer  Pope's  question  satis- 
factorily. Some  things,  he  main- 
tains, which  nature's  self  inspires, 
maybe  shown tooffend  great  nature's 
Gk>d  most  unequivoc^y.  Mande- 
ville, on  the  other  hand,  pronounces 
the  riddle  to  be  hopelessly  insoluble. 
Nature  is  and  ever  must  remain  an 
unknown  god ;  *  every  part  of  her 
works,  ourselves  not  excepted,  is 
an  impenetrable  secret  to  us  that 
eludes  all  enquiry.'  The  sufferings 
inflicted  by  nature  are,  with  Butler, 
indications  of  Divine  displeasure; 
with  Mandeville,  parts  of  a  system, 
whose  existence  proves,  indeed,  that 
they  have  some  purpose,  but  leaves 
that  purpose  utterly  unintelligible. 
Nature  makes  animals  feed  upon 
each  other.  Waste  of  life,  cruelty, 
lust,  and  voracity  are  the  engines 
by  which  she  works  out  her  inscru- 
table purposes.  Do  you  presume 
to  blame  themP  ^AU  actions  in 
nature,  abstractly  considered,  are 
equally  indifferent;  and  whatever 
it  may  be  to  individual  creatures, 
to  die  is  not  a  greater  evil  to  this 
earth,  or  the  whole  universe,  than  it 
is  to  be  bom.'  Every  attempt  at  a 
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Bolation  brings  us  back  to  tbe  ever- 
lasting  problem  of  the  origin  of  evil. 
We  see  millions  of  living  beings 
starved  every  year ;  we  see  the  most 
exquisite  organisms  put  together 
only  to  be  purposely  "wasted.  No- 
thing is  too  good  to  be  eaten  by 
the  vilest  of  its  fellow-creatures. 
A  common  fly,  ho  argues  rather 
quaintly,  is  a  marvellous  piece  of 
workmanship,  and  yet  flies  are  eaten 
in  myriads  by  birds  and  spiders, 
which  are  of  no  use  to  us.  The 
wondrous  harmonies  which  excite 
Shaftesbury's  easy  rhetoric  explain 
nothing.  Look  at  nature  impar- 
tially, and  you  must  confess  that 
admiration  is  balanced  by  horror. 
In  seeking  to  enlarge  our  con- 
ceptions of  Deity,  He  becomes  too 
vague  to  excite  any  human  emotion. 
You  will  not  have  a  God  who  takes 
part  with  a  section  of  the  human 
race ;  and  you  find  it  impossible  to 
esteem  a  Ood  who  takes  part  with 
virtue  against  vice,  or  with  happi- 
ness against  misery.  When  once 
the  old  anthropomorphic  fancies  are 
abandoned,  nothing  remains  but  a 
gulf  of  ignorance,  across  which 
no  fine  phrases  can  cast  a  trust- 
worthy bridge.  This,  though  it 
expresses  the  general  tendency  of 
Mandeville's  argument,  is  not  quite 
openly  said ;  for,  either  to  blind  his 
purpose,  or  from  real  inconsistency, 
or,  more  probably,  from  love  of 
paradox,  he  introduces  an  argu- 
ment or  two  in  favour  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  even,  ostensibly,  in 
favour  of  the  Divine  origin  of  the 
Pentateuch. 

Perhaps  the  most  offensive,  cer- 
tainly the  most  original  and  instruc- 
tive, part  of  Mandeville's  reasoning, 
is  in  its  application  to  society.  It 
is  curious  to  find  the  very  questions 
which  now  cause  the  bitterest  discus- 
sions cropping  up,  though  of  course 
in  a  cruder  form,  in  the  pages  of 
Mandeville  and  Shaftesbury.  The 
same  battle  is  still  raging,  though 
the  ground  has  a  little  shifted,  and 
the  combatants  bring  deadlier  wea- 


pons and  greater  stores  of  ammuni- 
tion into  Qie  field. 

Shaftesbury  ridicules  the  Hob- 
bists  as  modem  metaphysicians 
sneer  at  Mr.  Darwin.  How  did  num 
come  into  the  world  ?  Did  he  begin 
as  a  rudimentary  embryo,  from 
which  presently  sprouted  here  an 
eye,  and  there  an  ear,  and  then  per- 
haps a  tail,  which  luckily  dropped 
off*  in  time,  leaving  things,  by  good 
luck,  just  as  they  ought  to  be? 
'  Surely,'  he  says,  '  this  is  the  lowest 
view  of  the  original  affairs  of  human 
kind.*  But  recognise  Providence 
instead  of  chance  as  the  author  of 
the  world,  and  we  must  admit  that 
the  social  affections  are  as  natural 
to  man  as  eyes  and  ears.  Hobbes's 
state  of  nature  implies  a  chaos  which 
hadnoelements  of  stability.  Society, 
too,  must  be  natural  to  man,  and  it 
follows  that  he  never  did  nor^conld 
exist  without  it.  Shaftesbury,  like 
Mr.  Disraeli,  is  plainly  *on  the 
side  of  the  angels,'  and  would  have 
taunted  Mr.  Huxley  with  his  grcat- 
grand&ther  the  ape.  Mandeville 
replies  in  the  spirit,  and  sometimes 
with  the  very  arguments,  of  a  mo- 
dem believer  in  natural  selection. 
Of  nature,  as  a  power  apart  from 
the  phenomena  which  it  governs, 
he  knows  nothing;  and  is,  therefore, 
by  no  means  disposed  to  sing  hymns 
to  it  after  the  Shaftesbury  fashion. 
We  can  only  trace  its  purposes  by  its 
performances.  *  Knowing,  d  priori^ 
belongs  to  God  only.  .  .  .  Wretched 
man,  on  the  contrary,  is  sure  of 
nothing,  his  own  existence  not  ex- 
cepted, but  from  reasoning]  a  poste- 
riori,* Experience  tells  us  that  in 
the  brate  creation  nature's  great 
moving  forces  are  pain,  hunger, 
and  suflbring.  Why  ^ould  we  look 
for  anything  different  amongst 
mankind  ?  The  one  great  fact 
which  we  discover  by  observation 
is  that  which  we  have  lately  learnt 
to  call  the  struggle  for  existence. 
Society,  language,  all  that  makes 
us  differ  from  brutes,  has  been 
forced  upon  us  by  the  conflict  be- 
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tween  our  self-love  and  the  condi- 
tions of  our  existence.     The  first 
thing  that  drove  men  to  associate 
was  probahlj   the   dread  of  wild 
beasts,  as  is  testified  by  the  legends 
of    dragons    and  monsters   which 
abound  in  all  ancient  history.     The 
union  was   made  firmer  by  their 
dread   of  each  other.     Pride,  the 
universal  prime  mover,  made  the 
strongest  and  bravest  force  their 
dominion  upon  the  weak  and  cow- 
ardly.    The  third  step  was  the  in- 
vention of  letters,  which  made  per- 
manent laws  possible,  or,  in  other 
words,  enabled  men  to  take  perma- 
nent precautions  against  the  out- 
breaks of  individual  passions.    Then 
followed    the    division   of   labour, 
which  is   the  natural  product  of 
a  peaceful    stato    of  society,   and 
the  groundwork  of  all  civilisation. 
Religion  arose  from  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  children  and  savages  to 
attribute  feelings  like  their  own  to 
external    objects ;    or,   in    Comtist 
phraseology,  it  began  with  fetish- 
ism.     Legislators  turned  this  fear 
of   the    invisible    to    account    for 
strengthening  the  authority  of  the 
laws.     Language  is  gradually  de- 
veloped  out  of   the  simple  signs 
by  which   even   brutes  can  make 
themselves    mutually    understood. 
Ages  were  doubtless  required  for 
its  development,  and  to  raise  up 
politicians  capable  of  putting  the 
passions  to  their  true  use,  and  fin- 
ally achieving  the  highest  triumph 
of  turning  '  private  vices  into  public 
benefits.'     It  is  by  slow  degrees  and 
by  a  series  of   successive  fiailures 
that  the  machinery  which  is  now 
fancied  to  be  ^he   direct  work  of 
nature  was  gradually  brought    to 
perfection.     '  We  often  ascribe,'  he 
says,  *to   the  excellency  of  man's 
genius,  and  the  depth  of  his  pene- 
tration, what  is  in  reality  owing  to 
length  of  time,  and  the  experience 
of  many  generations,  all  of  them 
very   little   differing  from  one  an- 
other in  natural  parts  and  sagacity ;' 
a  truth  which  he  ingeniously  illus- 


trates by  the  case  of  a  man-of-war, 
the  mechanism  of  which  is  now  ex- 
plained by  clever  engineers,  but 
which  was  in  jGEtct  put  together  by 
a  steady  application  of  the  rule  of 
thumb. 

Arguments,  such  as  these,  have  a 
strangely  familiar  sound.  The  dress 
rather  than  the  substance  is  altered. 
Mandeville  had  not  heard  of  Mr. 
Darwin's  struggle  for  existence ;  he 
had  not  studied  Mr.  Tylor's  investi- 
gations  of  savage  life;    he   knew 
nothing  of  Malthus's  laws  of  popu- 
lation or  of  Bicardo's  analysis  of 
the  operations  of  modern  competi- 
tion.    But  the  theory  of  the  world 
which  underlies   his    speculations, 
and  the  method  for  which  it  gives 
foundation,  is  pretty  nearly  iden- 
tical. The  world  is  the  scene  of  ahuge 
struggle  of  units  driven  by  conflicting 
passions,  and  their  mutual  pressure 
gives  for  its  final  result  all  those  com- 
plex social  and  intellectual  products 
which  others  attribute    to    provi- 
dential interference.     Would    you 
unravel  the  plan  of  this  mysterious 
and  shifting  scene,  it  is  in  vain  to 
rely  upon  d  priori  reasonings,  or  to 
fancy  that   you   can    discover  the 
purposes    of  the  hidden    Creator. 
By  observing  the  results  you  can 
discover    how  the  phenomena  are 
generated,  and  what  laws  they  obey ; 
but  why  the  laws  should  be  these, 
and  none  other,  is  beyond  the  reach 
of  our  intelligence.     The  historical 
cause  may  be  discovered  ;  the  final 
cause  is  inscrutable.     The  modem 
man  of  science  and  the  old  reckless 
cynic  agree  in  the  resolution  to  look 
facts  in  the  face,  and  to  reject — 
sometimes    rashly   and  brutally — 
anything  that  is  not  a  hard  tangible 
fact.      Hunger,  lust,   self-love  are 
forms  which  cannot  be  overlooked, 
but  the  finer  creations  of  awe,  reve- 
rence, and  humanity  may  be  dis- 
missed as  mere  phantoms  are  re- 
solved  into  coarser  elements.     If 
you  wish  to  examine  into  the  ori- 
gin of  things,  it  is  extremely  con- 
venient to  discard  as  non-existent 
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everything  that  defies  a  simple  ana- 
lysis.    And  thus  it  was  tempting 
to  regard  human  beings  as  moving 
exclusively  under  the  influence  of 
brutal  and  selfish  passions,  which 
are  palpable  to  the  most  cursory 
observer,  and  which^  by  a  little  dex- 
terous manipulation,  can  be  made  to 
account  for  everything.     There  is 
certainly  enough  self-deceit  and  hy- 
pocrisy and  cruelty  and  selfishness 
in  the  world  to  be  an  awkward  ob- 
stacle for  optimists  of  the  Shaftes- 
bury type.     So  many  things   are 
humbugs,  that  it  is  but  a  step  to 
declare  everything  to  be  a  humbug, 
except  the  one  moving  force  which 
we  so  dexterously  disguise  from 
ourselves    and    frNom   each    other. 
Assume  that  selfishness  is  to  human 
beings  what  gravitation  is  to  the 
planetary  bodies,  and  the  task  of 
the  psychologist    is    marvellously 
simplified.     You  say  that  the  dis- 
covery is  degrading ;  well,  Mande- 
ville  would  reply,  I  want  to  dis- 
cover the  truth,  not  to  flatter  your 
pride ;  and,  on  the  same  principle, 
you  might  call  astronomy  or  phy- 
siology degrading.     You  are   too 
proud  to  admit  that  the  earth  is 
not  the  centre  of  the  universe,  that 
you  are  made  of  flesh  and  bones,  or 
that  you  have  feelings*  in  common 
with  an  ape ;  but,  if  those  are  the 
fEicts,  what  is  the  use  of  struggling 
against  their  recognition  ?    Your 
dreams  are  pleasant;   but  it  does 
'  not  answer  in  the  long  run  to  mis- 
take a  dream  for  a  reality. 

The  weak  and  the  strong  sides  of 
the  two  theories  are  curiously  con- 
tracted. Each  writer,  of  course, 
can  resolutely  ignore  whatever  is 
inconsistent  with  his  hypotheses ; 
it  must  be  a  very  dull  or  a  very 
acute  philosopher  who  does  not 
find  that  process  necessary.  Whilst 
Shaftesbury  placidly  shuts  his  eyes 
to  the  sin  and  suffering  which 
offer  insoluble  problems  to  the  con- 
sistent optimist,  Mandeville  seems 
almost  to  gloat  over  evils  which 
may  serve  to  perplex  his  adver- 


saries. Nature,  so  far  from  ex- 
citing rapturous  enthusiasm,  ap- 
pears to  him  almost  as  a  Moloch, 
delighting  in  the  tortures  of  her 
creatures.  Not  that  he  is  horror- 
struck  or  driven  to  despair.  What 
is  the  use  of  being  angiy  with  the 
inevitable,  orpuzzling our  heads  over 
the  inscrutable  ?  Let  us  take  what 
we  can  get  in  this  blind,  fierce 
struggle,  and  make  ourselves  as 
comfortable  as  we  can  under  the 
circumstances. 

Virtue  is  an  empty  pretence ;  for 
upon  what  can  the  service  of  this 
terrible  deity  repose  except  upon  a 
clever  calculation  of  our  own  in- 
terests ?  To  feather  our  own  nests 
as  warmly  as  may  be  is  our  only 
policy  in  this  pitiless  storm;  Lust 
and  pride  are  realities;  to  gratify 
them  is  to  secure  the  only  genuine 
enjoyment.  It  is  necessary,  indeed, 
to  use  the  conventional  varnish  of 
fine  phrases,  for  flattery  is  a  more 
potent  instrument  of  success  than 
open  defiance  of  the  world.  But 
nothing  is  substantially  satisfiactoiy 
which  is  not  perceptible  to  the 
senses.  Mandeville,  in  short,  is  the 
legitimate  precursor  of  those  ma- 
terialists of  the  last  century  who 
acknowledged  the  existence  of 
nothing  that  could  not  be  touched, 
tasted,  and  handled,  and  who  were 
accustomed  to  analyse  man  into  so 
much  hydrogen,  oxygen,  and  car- 
bon, and  declare  that  nothing  re- 
mained to  be  discovered.  Bidicnle 
his  conclusions  by  all  means,  as 
much  as  you  please :  condemn  still 
more  unequivocally  the  cyniciJ 
levity  with  which  he  abolishes  vir- 
tue, and  proclaims  the  world  to  be 
a  hateful  &rce.  No  language  conld 
be  too  strong  to  convey  our  protest 
against  such  theories,  were  it  iiot 
that  they  are  too  dead  to  need 
much  protesting.  But  after  all  is 
said  that  can  or  need  be  said,  there 
is  yet  something  on  the  other  side. 
Mandeville's  picture  of  the  origin 
of  society  is  far  nearer  the  truth 
than  Shaftesbury's,  or  than  that  of 
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most     contemporary    philosophers. 
Partly,  it  is  because  his  theories, 
which  are  a  libel  on  civilised  man- 
kind,  are   not  so  far  wrong  when 
applied  to  man  still  half-bmtal,  and 
only    allowing    the    mdiments    of 
religion   or  morality.     But  partly, 
too,    the    comparative  accuracy  of 
his  results  is  due  to  the  foci  that 
bis  method  is   sound,  though  his 
spirit  is  detestable.    An  unflinching 
scepticism  is  a  necessary,  though  a 
disagreeable  stage  on  the  road  to 
truth.     Beautiful  theories  must  be 
questioned  however  attractive,  and 
phantoms    laid  whatever   consola- 
tion    they    may    have     conferred. 
Mandeville,   it  is  true,  represents 
scepticism  in  its  coarsest  and  most 
unlovely  stage.     He  has  taken  the 
old  theological  system,  and  retained 
all  that  was  degrading  whilst  sum- 
marily  destroying  what  was  ele- 
vating.    If  man  be  regarded    as 
altogether  vile,  it  is  necessary  to 
account  for  virtue  by  admitting  the 
existence  of  some  Divine  element. 
But  Mandeville  will  have  nothing 
to    do   with    the    supematuralism 
which    has    become  incredible  to 
him,  nor  with  Shaftesbury's  attempt 
to  make  nature  itself  Divine,  which 
he  regards  as  mere  flimsy  bombast. 
And  thus  he  leaves  nothing  but  a 
bare  hideous  chaos,  entirely  godless 
in  the  sense  that  it  neither  bears 
internal  traces  of  Divine  harmony 
nor  of  the  interference  of  Divine 
powers    from    without.      Denying 
the  reality  of  virtue,  he  sees  no 


reason  for  providing  any  new  form 
of  beUef  round  which  the  nobler 
impulses  may  gather.  In  short, 
he  exhibits  the  result  of  taking  the 
old  theology  and  simply  leaving 
out  God.  The  result  is  naturally 
appalling.  We  have  chaos  without 
even  a  hint  that  some  reconstruc- 
tive process  is  necessary  to  supply 
the  place  of  the  old  order.  Theo- 
logians of  the  Warburton  school 
so  far  agreed  with  him  that  they 
removed  all  Divine  action  as  far  as 
possible,  and  apparently  held  that 
God  once  interfered  with  the  Jews, 
but  had  long  given  up  any  interest 
in  the  world.  Their  arguments 
pretty  nearly  come  to  this,  that 
there  is  enough  evidence  to  prove 
that  there  once  was  a  God;  and 
that,  as  there  is  no  evidence  of  the 
contrary,  we  must  suppose  that  He 
exists  still,  though  He  carefully  pre- 
serves His  incognito.  Theology  of 
that  varietv  is.  not  much  more  edi- 
fying, and  IS  a  good  deal  less  frank, 
than  Mandeville's  practical  atheism. 
To  say  this,  though  not  quite  in 
plain  words,  and  to  say  it  with  a 
grin,  does  not  imply  a  very  noble 
character.  Yet  we  may  admit  a 
kind  of  gratitude  to  the  man  whose 
sweeping  demolition  of  the  ancient 
superstrueture  evidences  the  neces- 
sity of  some  deeper  and  sounder 
process  of  reconstruction,  and  who, 
if  the  truth  must  be  spoken,  has 
after  all  written  a  very  amusing 
book. 

L.  S. 
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THE  WORKMEN  OF  PARIS  DURING   THE   SIEGE. 


PART  I. 
I 

THE  tremendous  events  which 
occurred  in  France  during 
the  years  1870  and  1871  have 
not  wanted  historians.  No  sooner 
was  peace  signed  and  order  re- 
stored than,  from  every  man  who 
had  acted  a  part  in  the  drama  just 
brought  to  a  close,  sprang  a  book 
commenting  upon  the  origin  and 
the  course  of  the  misfortunes  of 
France.  In  turn,  generals,  diplo- 
matists, ministers  defiled  before  the 
public,  each  of  them  holding  in  his 
hand  a  volume  destined  to  prove 
that  he  had  been  a  clever  tactician, 
a  far-sighted  ambassador,  a  provi- 
dent secretary  of  state,  at  the  very 
time  when  public  opinion  accused 
him  of  military  ignorance,  of  diplo- 
matic blindness,  of  reckless  states- 
manship. Such  was,  indeed,  the 
feneral  strain  of  those  writings, 
permit  myself  to  give  a  sketch  of 
their  contents  in  somewhat  ironical 
terms ;  but  had  I  spoken  in  a  more 
serious  tone,  I  should  none  the  less 
have  felt  bound  to  state  that,  com- 
posed as  they  are  from  a  personal 
point  of  view,  the  books  1  allude 
to  do  not  go  far  to  settle  the  his- 
torical truth  with  regard  to  the 
facts  to  which  they  refer.  At  best, 
they  lead  to  this  result,  that  France, 
recovering  from  her  wounds,  and 
seeing  so  many  great  men  at  her 
bedside,  can  no  longer  make  out  how 
she  was  brought  to  the  very  brink 
of  death. 

As  for  myself,  while  taking  up 
the  pen  to  describe  some  events 
quorum  parsfui,  I  do  not  assume  to 
avoid  all  the  faults  with  which  I 
reproach  others.  It  is  difficult,  all 
but  impossible  I  may  say,  to  speak 
of  a  great  historical  crisis  without 
our  words  bearing  the  stamp  of  the 
political  feelings  of  the  mind  that 
inspires  them.  Yet,  as  I  have 
either  statesmanship  nor  general- 


ship of  my  own  to  vindicate,  I  am 
less  trammelled  than  many  others 
in  reporting  about  the  events  with 
which  I  was  connected.  Besides, 
convinced  as  I  am  that  nothing  has 
proved  so  disastrous  to  my  country 
as  those  oomplimentary  and  delo- 
sive  utterances  through  which  it 
is  imposed  upon  by  its  statesmen 
and  writers,  I  consider  it  mj  duty 
not  to  shrink  from  saying  aloud 
what  I  think  to  be  the  truth, 
though  this  truth  may  strike  home 
to  some. 

There  is,  for  instance,  a  question 
which  still  remains  unsolved  in  the 
eyes  of  a  great  many.  What  were 
the  bearing,  the  tendencies,  the 
deeds  of  the  workmen  of  Paris 
during  the  siege  ?  Were  they  un- 
appreciated by  Trochu,  or  was  this 
general  entitled  to  disregard  them? 
No  question  has  been  more  dis- 
torted than  this,  and  yet  none 
requires  to  be  more  clearly  and 
frankly  decided,  since  it  involves 
the  sentence  which  posterity  will 
pass  upon  the  general  and  the 
ministers  who  represented  in  Paris 
the  Government  of  the  National 
Defence.  Paris  and  its  workmen 
were  heroic,  says  one.  They  were 
not  willing  to  fight,  replies  the 
other.  Then  the  verdict,  wavering 
from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  rest* 
un given  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  public. 

In  fact,  the  subject  is  complex, 
and  does  not  admit  of  being  settled 
by  an  aye  or  a  no.  I  mean  that  if 
we  have  a  right  to  contend  that  the 
working  classes  of  Paris  were  more 
boisterous  than  useful  during  ibe 
siege,  we  are  at  the  same  time  com- 
pelled to  confess  that  they  might 
have  been  utilised  and  pushed  on 
against  the  enemy.  Thus,  Trochu 
may,  on  the  one  hand,  be  excused 
for  not  having  marched  up  such 
unwilling  masses,  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  stands  guilty  of 
having  overlooked  or  despised  the 
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canses  of  tbis  nnwilllDgness.  A  few 
explanations  are  necessary  to  eluci- 
date this  opinion. 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to 
believe  that  the  Government  which, 
on  the  4th  of  September,  undertook 
to  face  the  Grerman  invasion  brought 
upon  tbe  country  by  the  Empire, 
was  popular  with  the  Parisian  work- 
ing classes.  No  doubt,  the  men 
who  composed  it  had  had  their  hour 
of  popularity ;  but  popularity  soon 
wears  away  in  Paris,  and  more- 
over, such  characters  as  Jules  Favre, 
Gamier  Pages,  Simon,  Picard,  Ac, 
were  far  from  representing  the 
Socialist  tendencies  now  blending 
with  tbe  Eepublican  principles  in 
the  minds  of  the  artisans.  Then, 
the  accession  to  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  National  Defence 
was  received,  so  far  as  the  workmen 
were  concerned,  by  a  manifest  dis- 
play of  distrust.  The  steps  taken 
at  once  by  the  delegates  of  these 
workmen  in  order  to  obtain  pledges 
from  the  Government  are  a  proof 
of  that  distrust,  whilst  the  manner 
in  which  these  steps  were  received 
goes  to  show  that  the  men  of  Sep- 
tember wished  to  rely  only  on  the 
bourgeoisie  which  had  helped  them 
to  the  H6tel  de  Ville. 

A  very  wrong  way,  indeed,  was 
that  they  took  on  this  important  oc- 
casion. To  throw  itself  in  the  arms 
of  a  bourgeoisie,  which  they  ought 
to  have  known  was  too  much  ener- 
vated to  be  susceptible  of  military 
training,  was  a  gross  blunder  nearly 
approaching  madness  when  we 
trace  it  back  to  the  time  of  its  being 
committed.  At  such  a  time,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
silence  its  political  preferences  and 
to  ally  itself  to  that  part  of  the  po- 
pulation in  which  self-devotion  and 
disinterested  courage  still  survived 
— £  mean  the  workmen.  But  this 
wise  course  was  not  taken.  On  the 
contrary,  all  the  decrees  issued  by 
the  Government  were  calculated  to 
arouse  the  distrust  already  prevail- 
ing against  it  among  the  working 
classes. 


General  Schmidt,  a  rank  Bona- 
pcu:^t,  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
celebrated  Count  Montauban  de 
Palikao,  one  of  those  officers  who 
gave  the  Communists  the  example 
of  arson,  by  setting  fire  to  the  Chi- 
nese summer  palace,  was  appointed 
the  chief  of  Trochu's  staff.  General 
Vinoy,  a  senator,  was  promoted  to 
an  important  command.  Admiral  La 
Ronciere,  whose  wife  had  been  the 
governess  of  the  children  of  Prince- 
Napoleon,  became  the  commander 
of  several  forts.  And  so  on.  In 
short,  had  Napoleon  III.  returned 
to  Paris,  he  would  have  had  scarce^ 
anything  to  do  for  the  generalships 
to  be  distributed  according  to  his 
own  wishes  and  predilections. 

More  ill-advised  doings  can  hard- 
ly be  imagined.  I  am  not  of  those 
who  foolishly  pretend  that  generals 
could  have  been  improvised  out  of 
mere  civilians,  and  opposed  on  the 
battle-field  to  the  long-trained  chief 
officers  of  the  German  army.  But 
it  was  easy  to  choose  from  among* 
the  many  colonels  of  the  army,  men 
as  capable  of  heading  a  corps  of 
troops  as  were  La  Ronciere,  Vinoy, 
and  their  Bonapartist  colleagues. 
At  all  events,  nothing  was  so  dis- 
graceful  and  sickening  to  Republi- 
can eyes  as  the  sight  of  these  Im- 
periahst  abettors  so  recklessly  trust- 
ed by  a  Government  not  without 
good  reasons  for  declining  their  ser- 
vices. 

I  need  not  lay  stress  on  these 
facts  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  sad 
and  uproarious  effect  they  produced 
in  the  faubourgs  of  Paris.  It  may 
be  asserted  that,  from  this  moment, 
the  workmen  naade  up  their  minds 
not  to  fight  under  such  chiefs. 
*  They  dislike  us,  and  would  lead  us 
to  the  slaughter-house,'  was  the 
general  cry  adopted  in  the  popular 
meetings.  Of  course,  certain  lead- 
ers of  the  people,  who,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  deny,  were  more  anxious  to 
pave  the  way  to  a  revolution  than 
to  take  the  field  against  the  Ger- 
mans, did  not  fail  to  encourage  those 
feelings. 
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In  the  preceding  lines,  I  have 
endeavonred  to  convey  an  exact 
notion  of  the  state  of  public  spirit  - 
at  the  outset  of  the  siege.  The 
bourgeoisie,  I  have  said,  corrupted 
bv  the  Empire,  sunk  in  love  of 
nches,  was,  with  a  few  honourable 
exceptions,  reluctant  to  fight.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  workmen,  indig- 
nant at  the  presence  of  so  many 
Bonapartist  officers  at  head-quarters, 
resolved  to  fold  their  arms  until  a 
new  Government  had  enabled  them 
to  enlist  under  less  suspected  chiefs. 
I  will  quote  the  following  £BU)ts  in 
confirmation. 

In  the  beginning  of  October,  it 
was  decided  by  the  members  of  the 
Government  to  ask  the  population 
of  Paris  for  100,000  volunteers. 
This  was  a  wise  measure.  From 
the  first  days  of  September,  the 
population  of  Paris — that  is,  the 
N'ational  Ghiards — had  been  drilled 
twice  a  day,  and  so  stood  &ir  for 
supplyingfrom  among  them  100,000 
men  to  be  sent  to  the  outposts, 
mustered  beside  the  regular  army, 
and  launched  against  the  enemy. 
Then  the  Government  made  a  pro- 
clamation ;  it  stated  that  the  hour 
had  struck  when  the  besieged  ought 
to  cut  their  way  through  the 
Prussian  ranks;  that  the  regular 
army  was  not  large  enough  to 
undertake  by  itself  so  trying  a  task ; 
that  to  have  it  assisted  by  the  whole 
body  of  the  National  Guards  would 
be  as  absurd  as  impossible ;  that,  in 
fine,  the  help  of  100,000  volunteers* 
would  be  sufficient  to  allow  of  the 
plans  of  General  Trochu  being 
carried  out.  At  the  same  time, 
registers  were  opened  in  the  several 
mayoralties  of  Paris  for  the  volun- 
teers to  inscribe  their  names,  and 
the  press  did  its  best  to  stir  up 
the  spirit  of  the  population.  In 
spite  of  all  these  efforts,  the  appeal 


to  volunteers  turned  out  a  fisdlniv. 
No  more  than  10,000  men,  out  of 
300,000  National  Guards,  answered 
the  call  of  Trochu,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, in  order  to  enroll  the  troops  it 
wanted,  was  compelled  to  force  upon 
the  Parisians  a  decree  by  virtue 
of  which  every  man  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-five  years  of  age  was 
marched  out. 

That  the  population  of  the  cs^tal 
endured,  without  uttering  any  com- 
plaint, the  many  privations  con- 
nected with  the  siege,  I  readily 
admit.  I  am  even  happy  to  pay 
here  a  tribute  of  adnuration  to 
those  women  of  the  people  whom  so 
often  I  saw  waiting,  during  many 
hours,  in  the  nipping  cold,  at  the 
door  of  a  baker  or  of  a  butcher,  for 
a  piece  of  black  bread  or  a  bit  of 
horse-flesh  to  be  taken  back  to  the 
children  at  home.  But  this  forbear- 
ance of  the  Parisians  and  this  resig- 
nation to  their  &te  must  not  be 
mistaken  for  heroism. 

m 

I  was  always  satisfied  that  the 
result  of  the  appeal  to  volunteers 
was  a  shock  to  General  Trochu. 
Thenceforth  he  must  have  despaired 
of  sparing  Paris  the  shame  of  a 
capitulation.  Cheered,  as  he  had 
been,  by  the  bourgeoisie  on  the  day 
when  on  their  shoxdders  he  was 
carried  on  to  the  H6tel  de  Ville; 
deafened,  as  he  was,  from  morning 
to  night,  by  the  shouts  of  those  bat- 
talions of  bourgeois  which  paraded 
beneath  his  windows,  crymg  ont 
that  they  were  ready  to  die  for  their 
country,  he  had  a  right  to  think 
that  his  call  would  be  listened  to 
by  them.  He  was  entitled  to  feel 
confident  that  a  host  of  gentlemen, 
of  good  standing  and  education, 
would  rally  round  him.  Then,  head- 
ing all  tins  gentry,  he  would  have 
taken  the  fidd  without  caring  any 
more  for  the  roughs  of  Belleville 


'  Volunteers  should  have  been  men  consenting  to  serve  just  like  re^juEar  soldiers  for 
all  the  duration  of  the  siege,  though  maintaining  their  character  of  National  Guaids. 
I  mean  that  they  should  have  formed  a  distinct  corps,  as  did  the  *  marching  battalioDS,' 
the  organisation  of  which  is  described  Luther  on. 
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and  Montmartre.  Suoli  very  likely 
were  his  dreams  of  that  time,  and  I 
clearly  realise  how  hard  to  his  soul 
was  the  fall  of  his  illusions.  Yet 
anything  might  have  been  repaired 
had  Trochu  been  another  man,  less 
prenndiced,  less  inclined  to  bend 
under  the  sway  of  the  priesthood. 
Let  him  issue  a  proclamation  to 
the  workmen ;  let  him  silence,  with 
those  energetic  and  beautiful  ex- 
pressions of  his  which  never  failed 
his  pen,  the  empty  declamations  of 
the  agitators  of  the  faubourgs  ;  let 
him,  in  a  word,  speak  to  the  people 
in  the  language  of  the  people,  and 
they  may,  perhaps,  run  up  to  his  ap- 
peal and  enable  him  to  snatch  vic- 
tory. For  they  are  brave  those  men, 
as  they  will  prove  in  the  civil  war  to 
come,  when  struggling  against  the 
armyof  Yersailles.  However,Trochu 
remains  inactive,  and  from  his  lips, 
in  a  whisper,  falls  again  the  melan- 
choly sentence,  '  The  defence  of 
Paris  is  an  heroic  folly.' 

What  better  conclusion  could  I  find 
to  this  first  part  of  my  paper  than 
the  report  of  certain  foots  which, 
witnessed  by  me  and  susceptible  of 
being  still  tested,  sum  up  and  con- 
firm the  explanations  previously 
given.  I  belonged,  during  the  siege, 
to  the  1 6th  arrondissement  of  Paris, 
in  which  two  battalions  of  Na- 
tional Guards  were  recruited.  The 
one,  formed  under  the  Empire,  con- 
sisted only  of  bourgeois ;  the  other, 
organised  on  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber, comprised  only  workmen.  The 
former^  mustered  about  2,900  men; 
the  second,  of  which  I  became  the 
chief,  numbered  1,800  men.  Now, 
when  the  appeal  to  volunteers  was 
made,  the  workmen  of  this  latter  bat- 
talion at  first  seemed  disposed  to  ig- 
nore it,  on  the  same  grounds  which 
caused  its  failure  in  the  other  quar- 
ters of  the  capital.  Yet  it  turned 
out  that  the  officers  of  this  troop 


were  fortunate  enough  to  counter- 
poise, by  the  confidence  with  which 
they  inspired  the  men,  the  general 
distrust  displayed  against  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government,  and  still 
excited  by  certain  acts  already  de- 
fined. Those  officers  declared  that, 
whatever  might  be  the  blunders 
committed  by  the  Government,  the 
moment  was  not  opportune  for  dis- 
cussing them;  that  the  duty  of 
every  man,  particularly  of  a  Repub- 
Hcan,  at  such  a  critical  period,  was 
to  go  forward  to  the  battle-field, 
without  caring  for  the  poUtical  feel- 
ings of  the  generals  who  had  there 
pitched  their  tents.  In  short,  better 
to  die  than  to  sneak  away  from 
mere  opposition,  was  the  substantial 
decision  arrived  at  by  the  workmen 
of  the  1 6th  arrondissement,  a  deci- 
sion in  pursuance  of  which  750  of 
them  put  down  their  names  on  the 
register  at  the  mayoralty.  At  the 
same  time,  the  battalion  of  bour- 
geois, already  mentioned,  suppUed 
six  volunteers!  Such  facts  are 
conclusive.  They  evidence  what  I 
said,  to  wit,  that  the  bourgeoisie  of 
Paris,  if  it  faced  with  equanimity 
the  privations  of  the  siege,  lacked 
this  courage  which  should  have  led 
it  outside  the  walls ;  that  the  work- 
men of  Paris,  if  they  kept  aloof  like 
the  upper  classes,  were  susceptible 
of  being  inspirited.  That  is  just 
what  I  intended  to  demonstrate. 

PART  n. 

I 

The  period  to  which  I  previously 
referred  is  that  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  siege.  I  have  examined 
the  conduct  of  the  bourgeois  and 
that  of  the  workmen  from  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  and  have  con- 
cluded that  neither  of  them,  though 
£rom  different  motives,  lent  at  that 
time  any  material  assistance  to  the 


'  The  number  of  battalions  of  National  GKuuds  recruited  in  an  arrondissement  was  far 
&om  being  the  same  in  all.  Some  arrondissements  comprised  ten  battalions  each, 
others  six,  others  four,  &c.  The  number  of  men  mustered  m  a  battalion  varied  also  in 
the  different  battalions.  Some  battalions  consisted  of  2,500  or  2,800  men,  others  of 
1,500  or  1,800. 
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defence  of  Paris.  My  present  pur- 
pose is  to  investigate  the  manner 
in  which  the  National  Guards, 
marched  ont  by  virtue  of  a  decree, 
after  the  fiEdlure  of  the  appeal  to 
volunteers,  behaved  themselves  at 
the  outposts  or  on  the  battle-fields. 

For  the  understanding  of  the 
present  narrative,  I  must  enter  into 
some  technical  details.  In  every 
battalion  of  National  Guards,  four 
companies  had  been  formed  which 
comprised,  in  compliance  with  the 
decree  of  the  Government,  the 
men  of  from  twenty-five  to  thirty- 
five  years  of  age.  These  compa- 
nies were  called  *  marching  com- 
panies '  or  'marching  battalion,'  and 
wore  a  special  uniform,  but  retained 
the  number  of  the  battalion  from 
which  they  had  been  drawn,  and 
which  was  their  rallying  centre 
when  they  returned  home  after  some 
days  of  duty  at  the  outposts.  The 
portion  of  the  battalions,  including 
the  Guards  not  compelled  to  serve 
outside  the  walls,  was  called  the 
*  sedentary  battalion.'  The  march- 
ing companies  were  sent  in  turn  to 
the  outposts,  and  generally  detained 
there  for  a  week  or  a  fortnight,whilst 
the  sedentary  companies  mounted 
guard  along  the  fortifications,  each 
guard  being  of  twenty-four  hours' 
duration. 

Now,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
behaviour  of  several  marching  com- 
panies at  the  outposts  was  often 
very  disgraceful.  Many  of  them,  be- 
longing to  the  battalions  of  Belle- 
ville and  Montmartre,  indulged  in 
drunkenness  and  ran  away  before 
the  enemy.  As  a  rule,  the  officers 
in  these  battalions  had  scarcely  any 
hold  on  their  men.  Appointed,  in 
each  company,  by  the  votes  of 
their  soldiers,  and  generally  defi- 
cient in  those  personal  qualities 
which  enable  a  man  to  keep  his 
authority,  though  derived  from 
popular  vote,  beyond  the  perpetual 
reach  of  universal  suffrage,  they 
only  thought  of  maintaining  good 
relations  with  their  privates,  who 
turned  them  out   if   not  pleased 


with  their  dealings  and  proceeded 
to  new  elections.  Of  course  the 
generals,  under  whose  command 
such  companies  were  placed,  did 
not  lose  the  opportunity  of  com- 
plaining of  them.  Perfectly  aware 
of  their  being  distrusted  and  dis- 
liked by  the  workmen,  they  showed 
great  eagerness  in  exposing  the 
conduct  of  such  of  them  as  have 
been  just  alluded  to.  Their  reports, 
forwarded  to  the  Place  Vendome, 
the  head-quarters  of  the  National 
Guards,  were  commented  on  by 
Clement  Thomas,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  National  Guards,  in  his 
orders  of  the  day.  Poor  General 
C16ment  Thomas  was  shot,  it  is 
known,  on  the  day  when  the  revo- 
lution of  the  1 8  th  of  March  broke 
out.  Undoubtedly  his  execution 
was  a  revenge  for  the  courageous 
and  somewhat  pitiless  manner  in 
which  he  had  made  public  the  disor- 
derly acts  of  some  marching  com- 
panies from  Belleville  and  Mont- 
martre. 

Yet,  such  doings  were  not  general. 
In  opposition  to  them,  I  may  quote 
the  reconnoitring  executed  by  my 
battalion  at  Bondy,  a  sortie  much 
talked  of  and  hailed  with  a  warm 
reception  when  we  defiled,  some 
days  after,  along  the  boulevards, 
l^cause  it  was  the  first  time  that 
workmen  were  put  to  the  test  in 
the  field.  But,  at  all  events,  the 
Government  would  have  done  better 
to  remedy  drunkenness  and  bad 
officership  than  to  stigmatise  them 
in  its  bulletins.  Without  encroach- 
ing upon  the  principle  of  universal 
snSrage  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers,  it  might  have 
decreed  that,  whenever  a  vacancy 
should  occur  in  a  company  for  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  or  captain,  can- 
didates willing  to  stand  for  th^e 
fnnctions  should  be  put  through  an 
examination — previously  to  their 
canvassing — ^before  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  this  end  in  each  arron- 
dissement.  Such  examinations  wonld 
have  been,  of  course,  very  easy  to 
pass,  and  intended  to  test  the  morali<7 
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of  the  candidate  more  than  anything 
else.  In  this  way,  only  men  worthy 
of  commanding  would  have  offered 
themselves  to  the  votes  of  the 
National  Guards. 

Unfortunately,  the  Government 
always  seemed  more  desirous  to  find 
the  workmen  at  fault  than  to  turn 
them  to  account.  Perhaps,  had 
the  generals  who  headed  the  army 
outside  the  walls  displayed  more 
confidence  in  the  final  result  of  the 
siege,  it  would  have  felt  bound  to 
surmount  its  repugnance  towards 
the  working  classes,  and  to  come  to 
an  understanding  ynih  them.  But 
those  generals  never  uttered  a  word 
but  testified  their  discouragement. 
Clement  Thomas  himself,  whilst 
giving  orders  for  the  equipment  of 
the  marching  battaHons,  declared 
in  private  to  an  officer  of  his  staff, 
who  repeated  it  to  me,  that  all  these 
expenses  would  be  useless,  and  that 
their  only  purpose  was  to  keep  up 
the  spirits  of  the  population.  In 
such  a  frame  of  mind,  the  Govem- 
ment,far  from  endeavouring  to  stretch 
its  military  means,  was  almost  un* 
consciously  inclined  to  give  way  to 
every  circumstance  which  might  be- 
come an  excuse  for  the  foreshadowed 
capitulation.  Then,  between  it  and 
the  workmen,  matters  went  on  in 
the  strain  I  have  already  described. 
Distrust  grew  more  and  more  in 
both  camps.  In  short,  this  dreadful 
misunderstanding  between  the  peo- 
ple and  its  rulers,  which  was  to  end 
in  the  revolution  of  the  Commune, 
began  to  take  deep  root. 


When  describing  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  M.  Thiers  exclaims  some- 
where :  *  But  there  was  still  time  to 
change  the  course  of  events,  had 
Grouchy  answered  the  call  of  the 
cannon.'  In  imitation  of  the  great 
chronicler  of  the  First  Empire,  I  will 
«ay  that,  in  spite  of  all  its  blunders, 
an  hour  came  before  the  end  of  the 
siege  when  the  Government  could 
have  blotted  out  all  its  faults  if  it 
had  been  shrewd  enough  to  grasp 


the  opportunity  which  offered  it- 
self in  the  shape  of  a  sudden  change 
in  the  feelings  of  the  majority  of  the 
population  of  Paris. 

We  are  now  in  the  last  days  of 
the  siege.  Paris,  cut  off  for  four 
months  firom  every  communication 
with  the  outer  world,  begins  to  get 
feverish  and  tired.  Bread  is  no 
longer  any  more  than  a  compound 
of  straw,  potatoes,  white  beans,  and 
earth,  which  scrapes  the  throat  as 
it  passes  through  it.  Fuel  is  scarce 
and  dear.  Horse-flesh  tries  the  most 
robust  digestion.  Mortality  increases 
in  frightful  proportions.  Children 
die  by  hundreds.  Shells  continue  to 
pour  over  St.  Denis,  Point  du  Jour, 
and  all  the  advanced  points  of  Paris. 
Then  *Out  with  the  enemy!'  be- 
comes the  general  cry  raised  by  the 
population.  Upon  them  necessity 
at  length  has  forced  the  conscious- 
ness of  their  duties. 

In  presence  of  this  burst  of 
patriotism,  what  ydll  the  Govern- 
ment do  ?  Will  it  take  advantage  of 
this  rising  ardour  to  'make  a  last 
and  strenuous  effort  against  the 
besiegers,  or  will  it  consider  it  as  one 
of  those  fussy  displays  in  which 
Parisians  excel  ?  This  latter  view 
prevails.  The  Government  cannot 
believe  in  the  new  military  fervour 
of  a  bourgeoisie  which,  up  to  that 
time,  has  carefully  kept  aloof  from 
the  battle-field.  As  to  the  workmen, 
they  are  none  the  more  people  to  be 
trusted  to ;  to-day  they  ask  for  the 
trotiee ;  to-morrow  they  will  require 
that  this  hole  through  the  German 
ranks  may  be  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Flourens,  instead  of  being 
bored  by  Vinoy.  In  the  eyes  of  the 
Government,  bourgeois  and  workmen 
appear  so  many  braggarts,  who, 
though  wishing  now  to  fight,  will 
fly  away  to-morrow  if  they  are  ex- 
posed to  the  range  of  the  needle- 
guns.  That  this  opinion  was,  in 
some  measure,  warranted,  arises  out 
of  my  previous  explanations.  That 
it  was  that  of  the  rulers  of  Paris 
proceeds  from  what  I  am  about  to 
report — the  battle  of  Buzenval. 
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I  was  a  soldier,  and  it  was  my  lot 
to  take  part  in  several  engagements ; 
jety  such  a  thing  as  the  battle  of 
Buzenyal  I  declare  that  I  never  saw. 
It  was  on  the  1 7th  of  January  that 
my  marching  battalion  was  ordered 
to  muster  on  the  next  day,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  near  the 
Arc  de  Triomphe,  close  to  the 
Champs  Elys6es.  At  the  appointed 
hour  we  were  in  readiness,  and  an 
hour  after,  having  been  joined  by 
three  other  marching  battalions^ 
placed  with  mine  under  the  command 
of  a  colonel,  we  began  to  go  down 
the  Avenue  de  la  Grande  Arm^e, 
that  leads  to  the  Porte  Maillot, 
and  thence  to  Neuilly,  where 
we  were  to  halt.  The  distance 
from  the  Arc  de  Triomphe  to 
the  church  of  Neuilly  might  have 
been  walked  in  three-quarters  of 
an  hour.  Yet  it  was  five  o'clock 
when  we  arrived  at  Neuilly ;  one  of 
those  useless  barricades  bmlt  up  by 
poor  Henri  Bochefort  had  baulked  us, 
the  men  being  obliged  to  pass  one  by 
one,  and  several  regiments  which 
preceded  us  having  had  to  cross 
the  impediment  previously  to  our 
turn  coming.  I  have  never  made 
out  why  this  barricade  had  not  been 
blown  up  in  order  to  flEkciHtate  the 
passage  of  the  troops. 

In  Neuilly,  order  is  given  to  stand, 
with  piled  arms  as  usual.  A  driz- 
zling rain  has  been  falling  for  two 
days.  The  soil  is  muddy.  What 
are  we  going  to  do?  Are  we  to 
fight  in  the  evening  P  Each  of  us 
foresees  a  battle,  but  when  it  is  to 
take  place  nobody  knows.  At  eight 
o'clock  the  men  are  permitted  to 
shelter  themselves,  and  to  sleep  in 
the  surrounding  empty  houses.  A 
ration  of  bread,  horse-flesh,  coffee, 
and  wine,  is  delivered  to  them; 
they  are  informed  they  must  live 
upon  it  for  two  days.    At  eleven 


o'clock  the  chie£s  of  battalion  are 
summoned  to  the  colonel's.  A  great 
battle  will  be  fought  to-morrow 
morning  in  front  of  Fort  Va- 
16rien,  the  objective  of  which  wiH 
be  Versailles.  Dncrot  will  attack 
the  Prussians  at  Bueil ;  Bellemare 
at  Buzenval ;  Vinoy  at  Montretout 
We  belong  to  Bellemare's  corps, 
and  our  ba.ttle-field  must  be  the 
park  of  Buzenval.  Our  men  ought 
to  be  awakened  at  once,  and  drawn 
up  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  Avenue 
de  Neuilly.  Very  well;  it  would 
have  been  better  to  send  them  to 
bed  on  their  arrival  at  Neuilly,  since 
they  have  had  now  but  three  hours 
of  rest,  thanks  to  the  manner  in 
which  things  have  been  managed. 
But  never  mind,  they  will  get  up 
all  the  same.  At  one  o'clock  we  set 
off,  and  a  tiring  march  it  is,  because, 
the  artillery  occupying  the  whole 
middle  of  the  road,  we  have  only 
the  sides  to  walk  upon.  So  much 
the  better:  this  time  at  least  we 
shall  not  need  those  field-guns  the 
want  of  which,  people  say,  has  so 
often  caused  our  defeats. 

On  our  arriving  at  Courbevoie 
Circus,  an  order  reaches  us  to  turn 
to  the  left,  that  we  may  make  for  a 
road  that  runs  along  Fort  Val^rien. 
Another  barricade  stands  in  front 
of  us,  and  takes  a  long  time  to  pass. 
It  would  have  been  weU  to  demolish 
it  beforehand.  At  length  the  ob- 
stacle is  cleared;  we  are  told  to 
double  the  pace;  we  run  along 
Fort  Val^rien,  and  then  turn  to  the 
right,  debouching  into  vineyards, 
where  the  foot  sinks  to  the  ankle. 
It  is  now  six  o'clock  ;  the  men  are 
exhausted,  having  marched  at  a  pace 
continually  impeded  by  artillery, 
barricades,  orders  and  counter- 
orders.  We  march  as  quickly  as  we 
can  through  the  vineyards  ;  we  go 
down  a  slope  and  find  before  us  a 
long  and  lugh  waU.  'Stop!'  our 
colonel  cries  out. 


'  The  young  painter,  Henri  Begnault,  who  was  killed  at  BozenTal,  belonged  to  one  of 
these  battalions.  No  one  has  forgotten  the  two  masterly  works  of  his  which  were 
exhibited  in  London  last  year — ^the  portrait  of  Prim  and  The  Exteutum. 
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The  wall  forms  the  hase  of  the 
park  of  Buzenval.  Affeneral  rides 
to  and  firo  along  it.  We  are  told  it 
is  Gteneral  Valentin/  one  of  the  gene- 
rab  of  brigade  belonging  to  Belle- 
mare's  corps.  On  a  wave  of  his  hand 
a  captain  of  engineers  and  a  few  men 
approach  the  wall,  and,  by  means  of 
djnainiteyblow  up  a  portion  of  it.  As 
soon  as  the  breach  is  made.  Gene- 
ral Valentin  tarns  to  ns:  *You  are 
BepabHcans,'  he  says,  'are  yon  not? 
Well,  then,  yon  must  not  care 
^bont  yonr  lives  when  yonr  conntry 
is  at  stake.  Now,  look  at  those 
heights  upon  which  stands  the 
castie  of  Bnzenyal.  The  Prussians 
are  there ;  yon  most  dislodge  them. 
Forward ! ' 

All  the  marching  battalions  of 
National  Gnards  and  the  battalions 
of  the  line,  which  constitute  Valen- 
tin's brigade,  rush  on  into  the  park, 
from  the  upper  end  of  which  ply  the 
German  needle-gpins.  But  a  great 
number  of  soldiers  of  the  line,  when 
in  the  park,  refuse  to  go  farther, 
and  remain  in  the  lower  part  of  it, 
insulting  the  National  Guards.  'It 
is  you,*  they  say,  *  who  ask  for  the 
trouee:  make  it  yourselves;  that 
does  not  concern  us.'  This  mark 
of  the  touching  intimacy  which  links 
to  each  other  the  sundry  corps  of 
troops  engaged  in  the  defence  of 
Paris  is  not  an  encouraging  omen. 
Yet  we  go  forward,  and  compel  the 
Prussians  to  give  way.  After  a  little 
time  our  flag  waves  at  the  top  of  the 
castle  of  Buzenval.  What  shall  we 
do  now  ?  On  our  left  we  hear  the 
cannon  of  Vinoy ;  but  on  our  right 
no  gun  fires,  Ducrot  being  much  be- 
hind his  time.  Andourown  artillery, 
where  is  it  P  We  were  so  pleased  to 
see  it  defile  amongst  us  this  morn- 
ing. It  would  be  the  proper  time  for 
it  to  begin  to  pour  its  shells.  Our 
artilleiy  is  stuck  somewhere  in  the 
mud,  and  this   loop-holed  wall  at 


the  end  of  the  park,  from  behind 
which  the  needle-guns  assail  us, 
will  still  set  us  at  defiance.  No; 
here  are  a  captain  of  engineers  and 
his  company;  surely  they  have 
plenty  of  dynamite  in  their  knap- 
sacks. 'Captain,'  said  I,  'will  you 
be  good  enough  to  rid  us  of  this 
wall  ?  You  may  see  how  easily  the 
Prussians  aim  at  us  through  its 
loop-holes.'  'Very  sorry,'  replies 
the  officer,  'but  I  cannot  do  any. 
thing  without  orders ;  such  are  my 
instructions.'  I  look  for  a  general 
or  a  colonel  without  being  able  to 
find  one.  I  go  down  the  park,  and 
meeting  there  my  colonel,'  explain 
to  him  my  situation.  '  I  regret  it 
very  much,  but  cannot  assist  you. 
There  are  no  orders  at  all.'  And 
an  officer  of  his  staff  added,  '  A  few 
minutes  ago,  I  applied  for  instruc- 
tions to  General  Bellemare,  and  he 
replied,  "  The  only  orders  I  have  to 
give  are  that  the  National  Guards 
wish  to  make  the  troitSe,  and  that 
they  may  make  it  if  they  can." ' 
Well,  but  the  National  Guards 
cannot  go  on  if  you  do  not  show 
them  the  way.  I  return  to  my 
men;  they  continue  to  fight  wiu 
the  loop-holed  wall,  after  the  exam- 
ple of  Don  Quixote  and  his  wind- 
mills. A  company  tries  to  escalade 
it;  half  the  men  are  shot  point- 
blank.  Decidedly  it  is  a  strange 
affair.  Was  the  battle  seriously 
intended  and  thoroughly  organised? 
is  a  question  I  begin  to  put  to 
myself. 

At  four  o'clock  an  officer  is  sent 
up  the  park  to  order  all  the  batta- 
lions which  have  been  fighting  since 
morning  to  retreat.  Other  troops, 
he  says,  are  marching  to  relieve  us. 
We  take  leave  of  the  loop-holed 
wall  and  begin  to  draw  off.  A 
great  many  of  us  (one  out  of  four) 
have  been  wounded  or  killed ;  no- 
body understands  anything  of  what 


*  General  Valentin  was  appointed  Prefect  of  Police  on  the  1 7th  of  March,  1871.  This 
appointment  of  a  general  to  an  ofiSce  generally  filled  by  a  civilian  caused  a  great  excite- 
ment in  Paris. 

*  This  colonel,  an  able  and  energetic  officer,  the  son  of  General  de  Brancion,  killed  at 
Sebastopol,  was  one  of  the  military  adTisezs  of  the  Goyemment 
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has  happened  in  the  day.  In  fact, 
it  was  a  curious  day ;  no  chiefs,  no 
orders,  and  no  cannons. 

I  again  meet  my  colonel.  He  orders 
me  to  lead  my  battalion  somewhere 
in  the  vineyards,  beyond  the  range 
of  the  Prussian  bullets.  And  after  ? 
Shall  we  return  to  the  battle-field 
when  we  have  had  some  rest? 
He  does  not  know.  As  soon  as  he 
gets  instructions  he  will  conmiuni- 
oate  them  to  me.  We  make  for  the 
vineyards,  ascending  the  slope  we 
descended  in  the  morning.  But 
now  the  vineyards  are  rather  hot 
quarters,  for  the  Grerman  shells  fall 
thick  upon  them.  It  is  a  great  pity 
that  our  artillery  cannot  reply  to 
this  fire.  Alas,  it  is  always  stuck 
in  the  mud,  with  the  exception  of 
four  guns  and  two  mitnolleuses, 
which  have  got  out  of  the  mess  and 
try  to  answer  the  Prussian  batteries. 
We  go  farther  on,  and  it  is  my 
chance  to  pick  up,  by  the  way,  a 
new  proof  of  that  union  between 
the  defenders  of  Paris  which  I 
pointed  out  elsewhere.  Having 
been  obliged  to  retrace  my  steps  for 
e,  few  minutes,  in  order  to  call  some 
men  who  were  about  losing  our 
track,  I  happened  to  be  surrounded 
by  a  battalion  of  Mobiles,  who 
threatened  to  shoot  me  as  being  one 
of  those  National  Guards  who  have 
prevented  the  capitulation  being 
signed  long  ago.  These  Mobiles 
are  the  very  Bretons  whom  the 
pious  press  of  Paris  extol,  on  the 
ground  that  they  ask  for  the  bene- 
diction of  their  chaplain  before 
fighting.  Having  had  a  narrow 
escape  from  amongst  those  friends 
of  M.  Veuillot,  I  continue  my  way, 
and  a  short  while  after  we  halt  at  a 
place  where  the  Grerman  shells  can- 
not injure  us.  Let  us  wait  here  for 
orders,  and  in  the  meanwhile  go  to 
bed  on  the  ground.  The  firing 
begins  to  slacken,  when  wo  lie  down 
after  eating  the  crumbs  of  our 
dinner  of  the  previous  day.  Is  the 
battle  at  its  end  ?  No  news  reaches 
us  nor  the  other  troops  encamped 
by  ns. 


The  following  morning,  the 
battle-field  is  silent  on  both  sides. 
We  are  commanded  to  rally  at 
Neuilly,  and  we  there  meet  an 
officer  who  tells  us  to  return  to 
Paris.  Matters  appear  more  and 
more  unintelligible.  Everyone 
agrees  in  saying  that  the  positions 
taken  up  the  day  before  were  main- 
tained until  night,  and  were  then 
voluntarily  abandoned.  Everyone 
asserts  that  only  12,000  National 
Guards,  out  of  60,000  who  were  in 
readiness  outside  Paris,  have  been 
engaged.  Everyone  does  justice  to 
their  courage.  Now  the  Govern- 
ment issues  a  proclamation  stating 
that  a  flag  of  truce  will  be  sent  at 
once  to  the  Prussians  in  order  that 
we  may  get  time  to  bury  our  dead. 
The  rulers  of  Paris  seem  depressed 
and  desperate  at  the  hour  when,  for 
the  first  time,  the  capital  thrills  with 
the  fever  of  fighting.  What  does  all 
this  mean  ? 

TV 

On  the  day  but  one  after,  I  am 
sent  for  by  my  colonel.  I  find  him 
walking  to  and  fro  in  his  sitting- 
room.  Ho  is  rather  pale,  and 
seems  quite  uneasy  with  regard  to 
what  he  is  about  to  say.  At  last, 
breaking  silence,  *  You  experienced 
heavy  losses  in  your  battalion  on 
the  19th,  did  you  not?'  *Yes, 
very  heavy  indeed,  as  we  were 
standing  foremost  from  morning  till 
evening.'  *Then  your  men  must 
have  had  enough  of  fighting?* 
*  Not  in  the  least.  Since  they  have 
been  sent  back  to  Paris,  they  speak 
of  nothing  else  but  recommencing 
the  game.'  *  Indeed !'  and  then  the 
colonel  paused.  After  which,  step- 
ping up  to  me  and  tapping  me  on 
the  shoulder,  *  All  is  over,'  he  said, 
sadly.  'Jules  Favre  is  just  now 
at  Versailles  to  settle  the  conditions 
of  the  capitulation.  The  only 
thing  you  have  to  do,  if  you  wish 
to  serve  your  country,  is  to  check 
the  enthusiasm  of  your  men,  and 
to  prove  to  them  that  the  si^ 
caimot  be  protracted  any  longer.' 
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*  But  why  did  the  Government  give 
battle  if  it  intended  to  capitulate 
on  the  morrow?  It  has  wantonly 
wasted  a  great  many  lives.'  '  Yes, 
bat  Paris  asked  for  the  trouee,  and, 
at  a  council  of  war  which  was  held 
the  day  before  the  battle,  and  com- 
prised all  generals  and  colonels,  it 
was  decided  to  give  satisfaction  to 
the  public  feelings.'  Thence  the 
battle  of  Buzenv^ 


I  return  home  pensive  and  dull. 
Everything  is  now  clear  to  my 
mind.  The  battle  of  Buzenval  has 
been  a  sort  of  sham-fight  for  all 
those  who  prepared  it,  and  so  our 
chiefs  were  nearly  invisible  to  us 
because  men,  however  brave  they 
may  be,  do  not  care  to  expose  them- 
selves when  they  know  beforehand 
it  is  useless.  We  have  given  battle 
in  firontof  Fort  Val6rien  because 
the  Grovemment  thought  that  the 
guns  of  this  fort  would  be  very  use- 
ful to  stop  the  enemy  when  the 
National  Guards  would  run  away, 
as  it  supposed  they  could  not  fail 
to  do.  In  short,  the  Government 
has  not  believed  at  all  in  the  burst 
of  patriotism  which  the  population 
has  shown  for  some  days ;  and  if  it 
gave  to  this  patriotism  an  oppor- 
tunity of  displaying  itself  in  the 
field,  it  was  in  the  secret  hope  that 
all  this  excitement  would  be  con- 
i'^^rted,  under  the  influence  of  the 
needle-guns,  into  a  dejectedness 
leading  to  a  general  claim  for 
capitulation.  Matters  have  turned 
out  otherwise,  and  the  Government 
has  to  force  the  necessity  of  a 
capitulation   on    the  public  mind, 


when  it  hoped  that  this  necessity 
would  be  imposed  upon  it,  after  the 
battle,  by  the  popuktion.  All  this 
is  very  sad ;  Paris  remains  feverish, 
and  out  of  this  fever,  which  haa» 
not  been  utilised  against  the  Prus« 
sians,  will  spring  a  revolution. 

VI 

I  have  finished,  and  my  conclu- 
sion^ is  this:  Undoubtedly,  the 
workmen  of  Paris,  regarded  from 
the  military  point  of  view,  did  not 
do  during  the  siege  what  they  might 
have  done,  had  they  put  aside  for  a 
time  the  political  questions  in  favour 
of  the  military  ones.  In  the  last 
days,  it  is  true,  they  adopted  this 
course  and  fought  with  great  spirit 
at  the  battle  of  Buzenval ;  but  their 
courage  was  not  believed  in,  nor 
turned  to  account,  because  it  dis- 
played itself  too  late.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Government  never 
made  any  conciliatory  attempt  with 
the  working  classes,  and  was  even 
incapable  of  feeling  their  pulse  on 
the  days  previous  to  the  capitula- 
tion. So,  in  my  opinion,  faults 
were  committed  on  both  sides  ;  and 
if  I  am  called  upon  to  say  which  of 
these  two  sides — Government  or 
workmen — ^was  the  less  guilty,  I 
unhesitatingly  answer :  the  work- 
men. At  first  they  were  ill-advised 
by  some  agitators  anxious  to  climb 
to  power  with  their  help.  Besides^ 
we  must  remember  that,  in  France,, 
workmen  have  a  right  to  be  diffi> 
dent  of  every  Government,  since 
they  have  been  always  cheatisd  and 
crushed  by  that  of  the  moment,  even 
when  it  styled  itself — BFcpublic. 

J.   D£   BOUTEILLEB. 


*  This  conclusion  involves  a  strong  disapprobation  of  the  political  attitude  of  General 
Trochu  during  the  siege.  Yet  such  a  criticism  of  it  as  the  foregoing  paper  implies  must 
not  be  mistaken  for  an  approTal  of  the  petty  and  unworthy  accusations  which  it  is  the 
fashion  in  Paris  to  prefer  agauist  the  ex-governor  of  the  capital.  General  Trochu  was 
not  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  could  not  be  so,  because  his  mind,  stern  and  wrapped  in 
a  religious  mysticism,  was  unable  to  enter  into  contact  with  the  sceptical  working 
classes. 
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PBINOIPAL  TULLOCH  ON  RATIONAL  THEOLOGY  AND 
CHRISTIAN  PHILOSOPHY.^ 


rE  negative  reply  recently  given 
by  Strauss  to  the  qnestion, 
*  Are  we  Christians  P'  has  no  doubt 
startled  a  good  many  people  in  this 
country  besides  the  Premier.  In 
itself,  however,  there  is  nothing 
very  sui^rising  in  Dr.  Strauss' 
formal  renuncnation  of  what  he 
understands  by  Christianity.  It  is 
the  natural  result  of  his  strong  men- 
tal tendencies,  the  significant  con- 
summation of  his  previous  labours, 
the  crown  of  a  growingly  negative 
but  singularly  consistent  career. 
With  all  his  well-known  gifts  and 
varied  scientific  attainments,  his 
mind  .  has  always  been  deficient 
in  the  deeper  and  more  essential 
elements  of  religious  life.  His 
writings  everywhere  display  ample 
knowledge,  trained  critical  power, 
intellectuiEil  sincerity,  and  high,  if 
somewhat  mournful,  moral  courage. 
But  they  are  marvellously  deficient 
in  sympathy  and  insight,  in  emo- 
tional ^ness  and  range,  in  intel- 
lectual light,  and  imaginative  power. 
This  last  deficiency  is  a  serious 
drawback  in  historical  studies  of 
any  kind,  and  most  of  all  in  his- 
torical studies  whose  interest  and 
value  lie  mainly  in  the  moral  phe- 
nomena they  present.  In  these  the 
illuminating  power  of  sympathy 
and  imagination  are  absolutely  es- 
sential to  success,  essential  even  to 
the  adequate  perception  of  the  facta 
to  be  explained.  Without  some 
power  of  this  kind,  the  facts  cannot 
be  realised,  much  less  interpreted. 
Strauss  lacks,  howev^,  not  only 
strength  and  delicacy  of  spiritual 
feeling  and  perception,  but  the 
vividness  of  imagination  that  might 
in  part  supply  their  place,  that  en- 
ables   some  critics   to  apprehend 


realities  and  relationships  lying 
beyond  the  range  alike  of  &eir 
personal  experience  and  power  of 
logical  analysis.  In  harmony  with 
this  central  defect.  Dr.  Strauss  has 
from  the  first  looked  at  Christianify 
in  its  temporary,  shifting,  outside 
aspects,  in  its  mose  extreme  histori- 
cal and  dogmatic  claims,  rather  than 
on  its  spiritual  side,  in  its  pro- 
founder  moral  elements  and  results. 
Looked  at  firom  the  outsidis,  the 
more  elaborate  as  well  as  tha  rud^ 
dogmatic  and  ascetic  developments 
of  Christianiiy  would  be  sure  to 
yield  to  a  negative  criticism  like 
Strauss' ;  and  it  is  most  desirabla 
for  the  welfiare  of  humanity  they 
should.  And  those  who,  taking  this 
narrow,  superficial  view,  identify 
Christianity  with  these  develop- 
ments, would  naturally  regard  the 
refutation  of  its  dogmatic  and  as- 
cetic extravagances  as  fatal  to  its 
existence  in  any  form.  A  hard  and 
severely  logical  mind  liko  Strauss', 
applying  a  negative  criticisza  to  the 
externals  of  Christianity,  would  be 
almost  sure  to  land  where  he  has 
landed. 

The  truth  is,  mere  logical  analysis 
is  no  sufficient  or  exhaustive  gauge 
of  vital  elements  and  relatioziships, 
and  when  rigorously  employed  for 
this  purpose  is  sure  to  issue  not 
only  in  negative,  but  in  essentially 
fskllacious  results.  It  may  success- 
fully expose  the  extravagant  pre- 
tensions of  principles  that  are  per- 
manent elements  in  human  nature, 
and  the  erratic  ramifications  of 
powers  that  are  amongst  the  most 
beneficent  agencies  of  human  life. 
But  the  principles  survive  the 
attack,  and  the  powers  quickened 
by  the  purifying  contact  of  hostile 


'  BaHonal  Theology  and  Christian  J^hUosqphy  in  England  in  the  Seventeenth  Centwri/. 
Two  Vols.  By  John  Tulloch,  D.D.,  Prmcipal  of  St.  Maiy'e  College  in  the  University 
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forces  will  manifest  themselves  in 
new  and  nobler  forms.  The  method 
employed  by  Strauss  against  Christi- 
anity mi^t  be  applied  with  equal 
saecess  to  any  of  the  -prbmecj  forces 
and  relationships  of  life,  in  reply 
to  the  qtiestion,  ^Arevre  Christians  r 
we  might  pertinently  ask,  for  ex-' 
ample,  'Are  We  t^tfents  and  chil- 
dren, brothers  and  sisters?'  Take 
the  fact  of  paternity  and  the  rela- 
tions'arising  out  of  it.  They  could 
not  theoretically  surviye  the  rigor- 
ous application  of  the  negative  and 
narrow  method  of  criticimn.  It  is 
one  of  iiiose  facts  which,  in  the 
nature  of  the  case,  cannot  be  esta- 
blished by  (i}irect  eyideiice,  and  ad- 
mits at  best  of  only  doubtful  sup>' 
^rts  andpr^umptive  probfe.  Then, 
again,  the  historidd  basis  of  thd 
relationship  is  slight  and  insuffi- 
cient. In  tihe  earher  stages  of  [So- 
ciety, paternity  is  not  recognised  at 
all,  ana  filial^fbeHng,  instead  of  bein^ 
concentrated,  as  in  later  donmiuni- 
ties,  on  an  individual,  is  extended 
to  the  tribe.'  As  civilisation  ad- 
yances,  the  relation  is  restricted 
and  aggrandised  in  yaiious  ways, 
by  indrridual  usurpation,  local 
custom,  and  legal  enactment.  By 
degrees,  social,  political,  and  rieligi- 
ons '  influences  work  towards  &e 
conventional  elevation  and  artificial 
development  of  famihr  life.  But 
even  in  its  developed  fcrm,  the  re- 
lation of  paternity  is  of  so  arbitrary 
a  kind,  and  so  entirely  subordinated 
to  social  exigencies,  that  in  large 
and  civilised  nations  sonship  by 
adoption  is  almost  as  conmion  and 
quite  as  legitimate  as  sonship  by 
descent.  In  the  light  of  modem  en* 
quiry,  such  a  relationship  evidently 
rests  on  a  very  unsatisfactory  and 
insecure  footing.  It  cannot  long 
resist  the  destructive  inroads  of 
searching,  unbiassed  criticism.  In 
view  of  the  supposed  advantages 
of  the  existing  theory,  many  good 
people  would,  no  doubt,  deprecate 
any  minute  enquiry  into  a  subject 
80  perplexing.    But  such  dissua- 


sions, however  well  meant,  cannot 
of  course  be  listened  to  by  any  real 
lover  of  ianth.  Paternity  is  not 
merely  a  speordative  question.  It 
has  important  practical  aspects, 
bearing  directly  on  the  gravest  re- 
sponsibilities of  life.  According  to- 
the  existing  theory  .or  assumption 
the  relationship  involves  duties  and 
obligations  of  a  serious  nature,  and^ 
it  is  of  vital  moment  therefore  ta 
ascertain  the  £Bkct  on  which  tha 
theory  is  made  to  rest.  A  parti- 
ciilar  person  is  or  is  not  your  father, 
and  the  reply  to  this  question  must 
regulate  your  conduct  in  a  number 
of  importont  respects.  If  it  is  an*, 
swered  in  the  negative,  your  whole 
life,  in  one  section  of  its  interests 
and  activities,  may  be  an  illusion 
and  a  mistime.  With  the  progress 
of  society,  however,  the  answer 
to  the  question  becomes  growingly 
difficult  and  uncertain.  In  early 
stages,  and  amongst  particular  com^ 
munities,  these  (Ufficulties  were  in- 
deed successfully  grappled  with. 'The 
relationship  of  paternity  was  vin- 
dicated and  uf^eld  by  powerful 
external  supports,  by  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  most  distinctive 
and  impressive  kind.  A  father 
proved  that  the  offspring  were  hi^ 
own  by  doing  as  he  liked  with 
them — justified  the  claim  of  giving 
them  life  by  retaining  the  power  of 
taking  it  away  again  at  will.  But 
divili^tion  having  removed  these 
strong  objective  supports,  the  evi- 
dence of  the  fiaKst  is  f^st  sinking 
into  a  merely  subjective  conviction 
or  belief.  Mere  natural  feeling  is, 
however,  evidentiy  no  sufficient 
basis  on  which  to  found  so  important 
a  relation.  Again,  custom  and  the 
acquiescence  of  society  can  afford  at 
bdstonly  a  weak,  temporary,  and  fluc- 
tuating support.  The  lingering  legal 
sanctions  of  the  relationship  are 
daily  threatened,  and  when  criti- 
ci^kn  has  done  its  work  upon  them 
they  will  no  doubt  disappear,  and 
society  once  more  resume  the  aban- 
doned rights  of  paternity  over  its 
3  B  2 
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entire  offspring.  Meanwhile  the 
qnestion  recurs  with  increasing  ur- 
gency, *  Are  we  still  parents  and 
children  ? '  and  with  the  progress  of 
enquiry  the  logical  reply  must  be 
more  and  more  decisively  in  the 
negative. 

Those  who  cannot  accept  such 
results  will  be  disposed  to  question 
the  soundness  and  sufficiency  of  the 
process  by  which  they  are  arrived 
at.  A  little  examination  will  abun- 
dantly justify  this  suspicion,  and 
show  that  the  negative  method  is 
grievously  one-sided  and  imperfect. 
"We  have  already  hinted  at  the 
radical  defect  which  vitiates  so 
much  of  the  revolutionary  criticism 
applied  to  religion.  It  consists  in 
confounding  the  essence  of  Chris- 
tianity with  its  local  temporary  and 
often  extravagant  developments  in 
the  direction  both  of  ritual  and  of 
doctrine.  The  force  and  relevancy 
of  Strauss'  reasoning  on  the  subject 
depend  to  a  great  extent  on  this 
fundamental  misconception.  And 
the  able  paper  in  which  Mr.  Leslie 
Stephen  has  recently  discussed 
Strauss'  question  for  the  benefit  of 
English  readers  is  marked  by  the 
same  radical  defect.  He  appears  so 
completely  to  identify  Christianity 
with  its  doctrinal  and  ceremonial 
forms,  as  to  have  hardly  any  con- 
ception of  the  deeper  spiritual  life 
which  those  forms  have  not  unfre- 
quently  overlaid  and  disfigured. 
Mr.  Greg,  in  replying  to  the  ques- 
tion, '  Is  a  Christian  life  feasible  in 
these  days  ? '  goes  more  truly  and 
directly  to  the  root  of  the  matter. 
He  emphasises  the  distinction,  so 
often  insisted  on  before,  between  the 
letter  and  the  spirit,  the  accidental 
and  the  essential,  separating  what  is 
merely  local  and  temporary  in  Chris- 
tian precept  and  example  from  what 
is  of  permanent  authority  and  uni- 
Tersal  application. 

But  a  far  higher  and  more  im- 
portant contribution  to  the  whole 
discussion  will  be  found  in  Prin- 
cipal Tulloch's  detailed  exposition 


of  the  rise  of  a  Eational  Theology 
and   Christian  Philosophy  in  Eng^ 
land  in   the    Seventeenth   Century, 
No  work  could  be  more  seasonable 
or  more  salutary  in  its  bearing  on 
the  vital  controversies  of  the  hour. 
The  exposition  is,  indeed,  primarily 
historical,  but  the  voice  of  the  pafii 
is  listened  to  and  interpreted  ex- 
pressly because  of  its  direct  relaticm 
to  all  that  is  most  living  and  pro- 
gressive in  the  present.     And  the 
reply  thus  given  by  Principal  Tul- 
loch  to  the  momentous  enquiries^ 
*  Are  we  Christians  ? '  *  Is  a  Chris- 
tian life  feasible  in  these  days?' 
appears  to  us  at  once  more  pertinent 
and  profound  than  any  that  has  yet 
been  attempted.     This  arises  in  a 
great  part  from  the  close  parallel 
between  the  rehgious  and  philoso- 
phic impulses  stirringmore  iiiought- 
fill  minds  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury and  those  of  our  own   day^ 
Then,  as  now,  there  was  a  freshly 
awakened  interest  in  scientific  re- 
search,  and  experimental  enquiry 
was  extending  the  boundaries  of 
natural  knowledge.     Then,  its  now, 
a  one-sided  materialistic  philosophy 
springing  out  of  the  scientific  move- 
ment covertly  assailed,  not  only  the 
existing    sanctions,   but  the    very 
foundaBons  of  morality  and  reli- 
gion.    Then,   as    now,    the    more 
active  religious  sects,  the  more  ^- 
gressive  ecclesiastical  parties,  con- 
founding, with  their  usual  narrow- 
ness of  intellectual  vision,  scientifio 
enquiry  and    philosophic   thought 
with  the  crudities  of  erratic  specu- 
lation, assumed  the  attitude  of  de- 
termined hostility  to  the  new  move- 
ment.  Bitualist  and  dogmatist,  Pu- 
ritan and  Prelatic,  alike  closed  their 
ranks  against  the  rational  enquiry 
they  regarded  as. a  common  foe, 
and  did  their  best  to  arrest,  and  if 
possible  overwhelm,  the  de^er  and 
more  vitalising  currents  of  contem- 
porary thought.     Then,  as  now,  a 
higher  order*  of  minds,  perceiving 
the  essential  unity  of  truth,  rose 
above  all  sectarian  views  whether 
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religious  or  scientific,  and  by  form- 
ing a  more  comprehensive  idea  of 
the  Church  and  a  truer  conception 
of  religion,  sought  to  harmonise  the 
higher  claims  of  reason  and  con- 
science, and  secure  under  liberal  and 
enlightened  conditions  the  grow- 
ing advancement  of  scientific  ^ow- 
ledge,  philosophical  thought,  and 
rel^ous  life.  And  finally,  then,  as 
now,  the  loud  clamour  of  sectarian 
X>olemics  not  only  silenced  for  a 
time  the  calm  voice  of  a  higher 
-wisdom  and  truth,  but  produced  a 
strong  temporary  reaction  against 
'Christianity  itself. 

Referring  to  this  point  in  the  pre- 
face to  his  work,  Principal  TuUoch 
says : 

In  a  time  like  our  own  I  have  thought 
these  sketches  peculiarly  appropriate.  The 
questions  discussed  by  the  liberal  theo- 
logians of  the  seventeenth  century  are 
▼ery  much  the  questions  still  discussed 
•ander  the  name  of  Broad-Churchism.  Our 
present  parties  have  all  their  representa- 
tives in  the  earlier  period.  The  closeness 
of  the  parallel,  not  only  in  its  great  lines, 
hut  in  some  of  its  special  features,  must 
strike  every  attentive  reader.  Wo  are 
nearer  the  seventeenth  centiiry,  not  only  in 
•our  theological  questions — supposed  by 
some  to  be  so  novel — but  in  our  scientific 
theories,  than  we  are  apt  to  think.  And  if 
this  should  incline  any  to  despair  of  eccle- 
siastical or  theological  progress,  it  may  also 
■serve  to  convince  them  that  the  conditions 
of  real  advance  are  only  to  be  found  in  a 
wide  and  intelligent  comprehension  of  all 
that  has  gone  before,  in  the  spread  of  a 
thorough  yet  wise  criticism,  and  the  increase 
•of  the  simplest  Christian  virtues  in  eveiy 
Church — patience,  humility,  charity.  There 
Are  even  enlightened  men  now  crying  out  for 
a  new  theology,  which  shall  once  more  mould 
intoa  tmity  the  distracted  experiences  of  our 
modem  spiritual  life.  But  such  a  theology 
cannot  spring  from  the  ground,  nor  yet 
•descend  as  a  ready-made  gift  from  heaven. 
Christian  science  has  far  outgrown  the 
efforts  of  any  single  mind.  The  days  of 
Augustinian  dominance  are  for  ever  ended. 
It  can  only  come  from  the  slow  elaboration 
of  the  Christian  reason,  looking  before 
and  after,  gathering  into  its  ample  thought- 
fulness  the  experiences  of  the  Past,  as  well 
as  the  eager  aspirations  of  the  Present. 

It  is  this  direct  relation  of  the 
historical  movement  which  he  deli- 


neates to  the  activities  of  thoug'it 
in  our  own  day,  that  gives  to  Prin- 
cipal    Tulloch's    exposition    such 
vivid  interest  and  pregnant    sug- 
gestiveness.     The  interest  is  deep- 
ened hy  the  fact    that  one  vital 
point  of  the  parallel  is  strongly  in 
tavour    of   our  own    time.       The 
modem  representatives  of  the  more 
thoughtful  ecclesiastical  reformers 
and  Christian  philosophers  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  though  often 
assailed,  are  not  silenced   by  the 
invective  and  denunciation  of  rival 
bigotries.     On  the  contrary,  their 
voices    are    heard    with    growing 
clearness    and    power    above    the 
strife  of  angry  theological  factions 
and  the  Babel  of  discordant  sec- 
tarian tongues.    The  ranks  of  these 
modem  reformers  before  the  new 
Beformation  are,  moreover,  conti- 
nually recruited  by  the  accession  of 
the    more    earnest  minds    of    the 
younger  generation,  and  they  are 
thus  steadily  advancing  in  numbers, 
position,  and  influence.    So  far  from 
being  confined  to  any  single  reli- 
gious community,  they  are  to  be 
i'ound  among  the  higher  and  more 
liberal  minds  of  all  communions, 
though  naturally   in  the  greatest 
numbers    within  the  pale   of   the 
Established  Churches  on  either  side 
of  the  Tweed.     These  far-sighted 
Christian    thinkers,    by    whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  agree  in 
regarding  the  moral  and  spiritual 
elements  of  Christianity  as  of  infi- 
nitely higher  importance  than  any 
symbolical  refinements  of  ritual  or 
metaphysical  elaborations  of  doc- 
trine.     Above   all,  they  agpree  in 
holding  fast  to  the  first  principle  of 
Protestantism,  the  right  of  private 
judgment,  and  the    corresponding 
duty  of  free  and  rational  enquiry 
in   every  department  of  religious 
truth.     It  is  clear  that  in  an  age 
like  our  own  the  future  of  Christi- 
anity, all  the  deeper  and  more  per- 
manentinterests  of  religious  thought 
and  life,  very  much  depend  on  the 
persistent  and    united    efforts    of 
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ibinkeTfl  holding  these  larger  views 
of  truth  and  duty.  The  time  has 
come  for  urging  in  relation  to  eccle* 
siastioal  organisations  the  great 
truth  asserted  by  Christ  with  re- 
gard to  the  higher  needs  of  huma- 
nity. It  holds  no  less  of  churches 
than  of  individual  men,  that  they 
cannot  live  by  bread  alone,  but  *  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out 
of  the  mouth  of  God,*  whether  that 
word  is  spoken  through  the  volume 
of  natural  or  revealed  truth.  And 
the  more  serious  and  reflective 
minds  perceive  with  growing  clear- 
ness that  the  living  word  has  been 
in  part  rejected  by  the  Churches, 
<md  in  part  reduced  to  dead  tradi- 
tionalism by  the  exigencies  of  past 
ecclesiastical  conflicts  and  the  hard- 
ened results  of  prolonged  theological 
warfare.  It  is  seen  that  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  the  growth 
of  an  elaborate  ritual  gradually 
destroyed  the  simplicity  and  power 
of  spiritual  worship  until  it  sank 
into  mere  superstition,  while  the 
authoritative  imposition  of  elaborate 
creeds  petrified  at  their  source  the 
Hving  springs  of  truth.  Multiplied 
Confessions  and  Institutes  of  reli- 
gion have  no  doubt  served  im- 
portant purposes  in  the  past,  espe- 
cially in  the  early  stages  of  the 
Ileformation,  when  the  ferment  of 
new  spiritual  life  needed  guidance, 
consolidation,  and  restraint.  In 
themselves,  however,  these  creeds 
are  simply  human  interpretations 
of  the  Divine,  designed  in  the 
main  for  temporary  controversial 
purposes,  and  bearing  strong  in- 
ternal marks  of  the  local  conflicts 
and  sectional  limitations  out  of 
which  they  arose.  Unfortunately, 
in  the  history  of  Protestantism 
they  have  not  only  long  outlived 
their  original  use,  but  have  become 
prolific  sources  of  evil  to  the 
Church.  They  have  arbitrarily 
tirrested  the  development  of  Chris- 
tian thought,  and  dwarfed  the 
sectional  dimensions  of  the  progress 
of  religious  life.     They  have  helped 


to  paralyse  the  intelllsct  and  inteOi* 
gence  of  the  Churdi,  and  thus  re* 
strain  the  firee  play  of  the  higher 
reflective,  and  expansive  energies 
on  which  the  progress  and  even  the 
continued  existence  of  ChiistiaDify 
as  a  living  and  progressive  power 
depend. 

From  an  early  period  in  the 
history  of  Protestantism  one  of  its 
essential  elements— that  of  living 
and  progressive  thou^t — ^has  in 
this  way  been  virtually  suppressed 
within  most  of  the  Reformed 
Churches.  The  object  of  the  new 
Reformation  is  to  restore  this 
neglected  element  to  its  due  piace, 
and  allow  it  to  operate  &eely  as  a 
modifying  dynamic  energy  amongst 
the  statical  forces  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal life — in  other  words,  to  carry 
forward  the  Reformation  in  har- 
mony with  the  broader  and  more 
comprehensive  conception  of  spi- 
ritual life  and  Christian  verities  on 
which  it  was  originally  based.  No 
more  important  or  more  urgent 
work  could  possibly  be  undertaken 
in  our  own  day.  The  neglected 
fhctor  of  the  great  Refopmatioo 
movement  is  exactly  what  is  needed 
to  bring  religion  into  fuller  har- 
mony with  the  conditions  of  intelko- 
tual  progpress,  and  enable  Christianity 
to  appear  in  its  true  character  as 
a  spiritual  power  equal  to  the 
widest  demands  of  modem  thought 
and  life.  The  other  and  more  ex- 
ternal elements  of  the  movement, 
such  as  ritual  and  creed,  govern- 
ment and  discipline,  have  not  only 
received  adequate  attention  in  Pro- 
testant Churches,  but  each  in  dif- 
ferent directions  has  been  carried 
to  a  pitch  of  excessive  and  therefore 
injurious  development.  In  some 
shape  or  other  they  will  no  doubt 
continue  to  find  a  place  in  all  re- 
ligious organisations,  but  a  place 
growingly  subordinated  to  tiie 
higher  requirements  of  rational 
thought  and  spiritual  life,  of  which 
they  are  at  best  but  partial,  im- 
perfect, and,  to  a  certain  extent, 
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temporarj  ezpresnonfi.  In  other 
words,  these  essential  elements  of 
Christian  life  must  be  left  free  to 
BianifeBt  themselves  in  new  and 
nobler  forms,  tt>xx>mbine  harmoni- 
enslj  with  all  that  is  iame  and 
permanent  in  modem  soientifio 
knowledge  and  philosophical  specu- 
lation. This  can  only  be  gradually 
•ffected  by  means  of  those  who 
dearly  grasp  on  their  ideal  side  the 
powerfol  forces  operating  aronnd 
ms-^in  other  words,  who  have  a 
profoxmd  insight  into  both  the 
spirit  of  Christianii^  and  the  spirit 
of  the  age.  If  Ghnstianiiy  is  ever 
to  peneteate  with  its  own  spiritual 
influences  the  wider  thoughts  and 
aims  of  a  prolific  age  it  can  only  be 
by  allowing  full  scope  to  the  »)irit 
of  free  but  reverent  enquiry  which 
has  determined  every  important 
era  in  its  progress,  and  appeared 
most  conspicuously  of  all  in  the 
early  stage  of  the  great  Reforma- 
tion movement. 

It  is  this  higher  element  of  Pro- 
testantism whose  neglected  history 
in  our  own  country  Principal  Tul- 
loch  undertakes  to  trace.  His  work 
presents  an  outline,  indeed,  of  the 
progress  of  rationid  thought  as  a 
modifying  power  within  the  Church 
from  the  earliest  period  of  the 
Reformation  struggle.  But  it  is 
mainly  occupied  with  the  progress 
of  this  movement  in  England  during 
the  period  which  followed  the  esta- 
blishment of  Protestantism  as  the 
national  faith,  amidst  the  struggle 
of  violent  ecclesiastical  Actions 
within  the  Church  during  the 
seventeenth  century.  This  central 
aim  gives  a  unity  of  purpose  and 
xneaning  to  the  work  which  cursory 
readers  may  not  at  first  perceive, 
the  biographical  form  of  the  expo- 
sition as  the  more  prominent  feature 
naturally  producing  the  strongest 
impression  at  first.  More  careful 
readers  will,  however,  soon  discover 
the  connecting  links,  the  carefully 
traced  continuity  of  rational  thought 
and  growth  of  liberal  conceptions. 


which  constitute  the  essential  unity 
of  the  book,  and  give  its  expositions 
so  much  living  interest  and  perma-r 
nent  value.  Prino^al  TuUoch  thus 
describes  at  the  outset  his  general 
purpose : 

I  have  endeaTonred  to  sketch  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapter3  one  reir  sigxiificant  and 
not  the  least  powerfol  pnaee  in  the  reli- 
gions histocy  of  the  seventeenth  centoiy. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  contest  be- 
twixt the  Parliament  and  the  King,  there 
was  a  ihoderate  party  whidi  was  neither 
Landian  nor  Poritan— a  party  of  which  the 
hapless  but  heroic  Falkland  was  the  head^ 
and  with  whieh  many,  if  not  a  nuyoritj.  of 
the  most  thoughtful  minds  of  the  country 
sympathised.  This  combination— which 
was  even  then  more  intellectual  than 
poHtical — shared  the  common  ht»  of  all 
middle  parties  in  a  period  of  revolution. 
It  disappeared  under  the  pressure  of  vio- 
lent passions  and  the  urgency  of  taking  a 
side  for  the  King  or  the  Parliament.  But 
the  principles  with  which  it  was  identified, 
and  the  succession  of  illustrious  men  who 
belong  to  it,  made  a  £ir  more  powerful 
impression  on  the  national  mini^  than  has 
been  commonly  supposed.  The  clear  evi- 
dence of  this  is  the  virtual  triumph  of  these 
principles,  rather  than  those  of  either  of 
the  extreme  parties,  at  the  Revolution  of 
1688,  which — and  not  the  Bestoration — 
was  the  natural  outcome  of  the  preceding 
struggle.  The  same  principles,  both  in 
Church  and  State,  have  never  since  ceased 
to  influence  our  national  thought  and  life. 
Their  development  constitutes  one  of  the 
strongest,  and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  one  of 
the  soundest  and  best  strands  in  the  great 
thread  of  our  national  history.  It  is  of 
importance,  therefore,  that  their  origin  and 
primary  movement  should  be  understood. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  Latitudinarians  of 
the  seventeenth  century  as  in  some  degree 
a  party ;  but  they  are  rather,  as  DpUinger 
somewhere  says  of  their  representatives  in 
our  own  time,  a  band  or  group  *  of  spiritu- 
ally related  savans,'  than  a  party  in  the 
strict  sense  of  the  term.  They  pursued 
common  objects,  and  so  far  acted  together ; 
but  their  combined  action  resulted  from 
congruity  of  ideas,  rather  than  from  any 
definite  ecclesiastical  or  personal  aims. 
It  is  the  inevitable  characteristic  of  a 
moderate  or  liberal  section  in  Church  or 
State  to  hold  together  with  comparative 
laxity.  The  very  fact  of  their  liberality 
implies  a  regard  to  more  than  one  side  to 
any  question —a  certain  impartiality  which 
refuses  to  lend  itself  to  mere  blind  partisan- 
ship, or  to  that  species  of  irrational  devo- 
tion which  forms  the    rude  strength  of 
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great  |)artie0.  This  cbaracteristic  makes 
the  action  of  such  a  moderating  force  all 
the  more  yaloable ;  and  it  may  be  safely 
said  that  no  ecclesiastical  or  ciyil  organisa- 
tion would  long  surrive  its  elimination. 
The  *  rational '  element  in  all  Churches  is 
truly  the  ideal  element — ^that  which  raises 
the  Church  above  its  own  little  world,  and 
connects  it  with  the  morements  of  thought, 
the  course  of  philosophy,  or  the  course  of 
science — with  all,  in  fact,  that  is  most 
powerful  in  ordinary  human  civilisation. 
Instead  of  being  expelled  and  denounced 
as  merely  evil,  rationalism  has  high  and 
true  Christian  uses ;  and  the  Church  which 
has  lost  all  savour  of  rational  thought — 
of  the  spirit  which  enquires  rather  than 
asserts— is  already  effete  and  ready  to 
perish. 

The  movement  which  I  have  described  in 
these  volumes  appears  to  me  the  highest 
movement  of  Christian  thought  in  the 
seventeenth  century.  I  am  far  from  dis- 
paraging the  theology  and  literature  of 
Prelacy  or  Puritanism  during  that  eventful 
and  firuitfol  period.  There  is  much  in  both 
that  still  deserves  perusal,  and  may  be 
said  to  have  permanently  moulded  and  en- 
riched our  national  intellect  There  may 
be  single  writers  on  either  side  of  more 
unique  genius  than  any  I  have  sketched. 
It  is  nevertheless  true  that  the  stream  of 
Christian  thought  runs  more  free,  and  rises 
to  a  higher  elevation  in  the  rational  theo- 
logians of  the  time,  than  in  any  others. 

The  biographical  features  of  the 
work,  however,  as  we  have  said,  are 
those  which  naturally  first  attract 
attention.  After  an  introductory 
chapter  tracing  the  history  of  the 
critical  and  reflective  element  in 
the  Reformation  struggle  during 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  the 
course  of  religious  opinion  and  state 
of  religious  parties  in  England  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  seventeenth 
centuiy,  the  work  is  divided  into 
two  series  of  sketches  of  about  equal 
length.  The  first  series  or  group 
of  liberal  thinkers,  whose  main 
object  was  to  expand  and  liberalise 
the  idea  of  a  Church,  includes  the 
names  of  Lord  Falkland,  Hales  of 
Eton,  Chillingworth,  Jeremy  Tay- 
lor, and  Stillingfleet.  The  second 
group,  whose  main  object  was  to 
deepen,  vitalise,  and  simplify  the 
conception  of  religion,  includes 
amongst  other  less  known  but  not 


less  eminent  names  those  of  Smith 
the  Platonist,  Cudworth,  More,  and 
Culverwell.  One  member  of  the 
group,  who  was  in  some  respects  as 
noteworthy  as  any,  and  personally 
more  interesting  than  most — ^Ben- 
jamin Whichcote — is  so  little  known 
that  Principal  Tulloch  may  almost 
claim  the  merit  of  having  discovered 
him.  The  sketch  of  his  life  and 
teaching  at  Cambridge  contained 
in  these  volumes  is  the  first  detailed 
notice  calling  general  attention  to 
his  rare  inteUectual  and  moral  gifts 
that  has  appeared.  This  second 
group  in  its  local  and  personal 
associations  has  more  the  character- 
istic of  a  party  or  school  than  the 
first,  and  the  leading  members  of 
it  have  already  a  small  niche  both* 
in  literary  and  ecclesiastical  history 
under  the  well-known  designation 
of  the  Cambridge  Platonists.  The 
members  of  both  groups  are  sketched 
with  all  Principal  Tulloch's  well- 
known  skill  of  individual  portrait- 
ui*e.  He  is  a  master  of  the  art  that 
by  felicitous  touches  of  personal 
appearance,  traits  of  gesture  and 
manner,  characteristic  habits,  and 
local  colouring,  makes  a  long  past 
personaliiy  live  and  breathe  before 
us  with  something  of  the  freshness 
and  reality  of  a  personal  experience. 
And  what  is  much  less  common, 
as  well  as  more  important  for  his 
present  work,  he  has  a  power  of 
interpretation,  a  meditative  depth 
of  insight,  a  breadth  of  human 
sympathy,  that  enables  him  to  per- 
ceive and  depict  with  rare  fidelity 
the  inner  life  of  those  whose  thoughts, 
feelings,  and  aims  are  the  subjects 
of  his  exposition.  To  him  the  work- 
ing of  a  noble  mind  is  evidently  a 
congenial  atmosphere,  and  in  the 
presence  of  great  spiritual  person- 
alities he  finds  himself  emphatically 
at  home.  Contact  with  their  liberal 
thoughts  and  larger  aims  has  a 
quickening,  exhilarating  influence, 
and  the  writer's  best  powers  seem 
to  freshen  and  expand  as  he  follows 
their  personal  career,  and  unfolds 
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the  pregnant  conceptions  in  which 
their  nobler  life  stiU  lives.  From 
the  hreadth  and  candour  of  his  own 
mind,  his  elevation  and  liberality 
of  spirit,  Principal  TuUoch  is  well 
able  to  appreciate  fairly  thinkers 
"whose  rational  views  and  tole- 
rant sentiments  condemned  them 
for  a  time  to  nnmerited  neglect. 
Those  who  attempt  to  take  a  middle 
coarse  in  times  of  fierce  religions  ex- 
citement have  little  chance  of  being 
fi^rly  estimated  either  by  their  con- 
temporaries, absorbed  in  the  actual 
Btraggle,  or  by  ecclesiastical  his- 
torians, equally  absorbed  in  record- 
ing from  opposite  points  of  view 
the  crisis  and  its  results.  At  such 
seasons  those  who  rise  above  the 
'immediate  impulses  and  aims  of 
the  rival  factions  are  almost  sure 
of  being  misjudged  by  both.  The 
liberality  of  their  more  comprehen- 
sive views  will  be  looked  upon 
as  indifference,  and  their  desire  for 
conciliation  and  peace  rather  than 
victory  and  vengeance  will  be  stig- 
matised  as  cowardice.  This  is  to  a 
certain  extent  true  of  the  rational 
theologians  and  Christian  philoso- 
phers whose  life  and  labours  fill  the 
volumes  before  us.  They  have  found 
for  the  first  time  in  Principal  Tul- 
loch  a  sympathetic  historian  and 
expositor,  one  thoroughly  able  to 
understand  their  position,  and  do 
full  justice  to  their  motives,  aims, 
and  achievements.  This  fuller  and 
more  accurate  appreciation  appears 
in  the  record  of  their  lives  as  well 
as  in  the  analysis  of  their  writings. 
Principal  TuUoch's  prolonged 
and  sympathetic  study  of  these 
rationed  thinkers,  not  only  as  indi- 
viduals, but  in  their  relations  to 
each  other  and  the  whole  life  of  the 
time,  makes  his  biographies  of 
them  more  ftill  and  vivid,  more 
consistent  and  complete,  than  any 
that  have  yet  appeared.  The  finer 
perception  of  the  mingled  motives 
and  less  obtrusive  currents  of  in- 
fluence by  which  they  are  afiected, 
the  thorough  knowledge  of  their 


character  and  relationships,  illu- 
minates the  record  of  their  lives. 
As  a  striking  example  of  this  more 
adequate  treatment,  we  may  point 
to  Principal  Tulloch's  account  of 
Lord  Falkland.  This  is  not  only 
more  detailed  and  elaborate,  but,  as 
it  seems  to  us,  far  more  truthful 
and  just  than  any  we  remember  to 
have  seen.  Most  readers  of  English 
history  are  familiar  in  outline  with 
the  brilliant  but  short  career  and 
tragic  fate  of  this  gifted  nobleman. 
But  from  the  conflicting  estimates 
on  either  side,  it  is  difficult  to  form 
any  just  or  consistent  view  of  his 
character  and  conduct.  He  has 
been  greatly  praised  and  harshly 
blamed  by  party  historians,  but 
never  fairly  appreciated  from  a 
higher  and  more  impartial  point  of 
view.  Taking  his  stand  on  this 
higher  ground.  Principal  Tulloch 
gains  a  deeper  insight  into  his  cha- 
racter, and  is  able  to  give  a  more 
adequate  and  consistent  picture  of 
his  life.  In  his  full  and  sympa- 
thetic narrative  wo  realise  for  the 
first  time  the  inner  unity  and  noble 
meaning  of  a  career  sadly  distracted 
and  confused  by  the  fierce  conflicting 
currents  of  envenomed  political  and 
religious  strife.  The  same  fulness 
and  adequacy  of  treatment  is  con- 
spicuous in  many  of  the  other 
biographies,  especially  in  those 
of  Chillingworth,  Wluchcote,  and 
Henry  More. 

But  while  the  breadth  of  his- 
torical handling  and  the  vividness 
of  individual  portraiture  make  these 
volumes  interesting  to  cultivated 
readers  of  all  classes,  it  is  in  the 
luminous  history  of  hberal  thought 
that  their  higher  and  more  per- 
manent value  is  to  be  found.  The 
lives  of  these  rational  theologians 
and  Christian  philosophers  are  of 
interest  now  on  account  of  the 
great  conceptions  and  comprehen- 
sive aims  of  which  in  an  earlier 
day,  and  under  adverse  conditions, 
they  were  the  faithful  representa- 
tives.   We  go  back  to  the  pregnant 
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ihongbis  of  Hale^  and  the  ^nmest 
argnments  of  Ghillingworih,  to  the 
wise  sayings  of  Whichcote  and  the 
eloquent  pages  of  John  Smith,  be- 
cause the  tmtha  that  kindled  them 
ai*e  of  living  interest  at  this  hour, 
and  are  being  discussed  afresh  in 
the  full  Hght  of  modem  criticism 
bjthe  most  earnest  and  reflective 
minds  of  the  i^e.  The  questions 
that  interested  the  Cambridge 
Platonists  are  ezactlj  the  questions 
that  must  continue  to  interest  all 
who  reflectively  consider  the  spiri- 
tual or  ideal  conditions  on  which  the 
moral  welfare  and  true  progress  of 
mankind  depend.  Their  thoughts 
are  still  of  living  interest  because 
they  were  working  a  vein  of  truth 
which  is  now  beginning  to  unfold 
its  wider  resources  as  a  mine  of 
wealth  for  the  race.  The  history 
of  their  thought  is  pre-eminently  im- 
portant on  this  very  account,  because 
amidst  the  speculative  distractions 
of  a  transitional  era  in  philoso- 
phical opinion  and  religious  belief, 
the  elements  of  truth  they  brought 
more  clearly  into  view  are  precisely 
those  which  as  possessing  an  inhe- 
rent vitality,  must  continue,  under 
some  form  or  other,  to  regulate 
modem  life  and  stimulate  its  nobler 
labours.  As  we  have  already  inti- 
mated, it  is  this  direct  relation  of 
his  historical  exposition  to  modem 
thought  and  life  that  gives  so  much 
inner  unity  and  permanent  value 
to  Principal  Tnlloch's  work.  In 
tracing  the  history  of  liberal  and 
rational  Christian  thought  in  Eng- 
land from  the  early  period  of  the 
Reformation  to  the  seventeenth 
century,  he  has  laid  a  firm  historical 
basis  for  those  who  labour  now  in 
the  face  of  renewed  sectarian  acti- 
vities to  secure  the  conditions  of 
wider  Christian  progress,  by  urging 
a  more  comprehensive  view  of  the 
Church,  and  a  more  just  and  vital 
conception  of  religion.  His  volumes 
show  that  there  has  been  a  gradual 
but  uninterrupted  growth  of  Hberal 
conceptions,  both  ecclesiastical  and 


theological,  and  this  growiii  ctd- 
minates  in  our  own  day  in  those 
who  reject  all  merely  sectarian 
symbols  as  the  conditions  of  Chris- 
tian communion,  and  who  regard 
only  the  simplest  Christian  verities 
as  essentials  in  religion.  We  can 
only  just  indicate  in  Principal 
Tulloch's  own  words  ilie  leadmg 
objects  of  the  two  groups  of  think- 
ers to  whose  lives  and  labours  these 
volumes  are  devoted.  The  main 
object  of  the  first  or  eoclesiastieal 
movement  is  thus  described : 

Two  parties  stood  opposed,  each  pio- 
fessing  a  theoiy  of  the  Cburch  which 
admitted  of  do  compromise.  Inheriting 
alike  the  mediseral  idea  of  theological  and 
ritual  uniformity — which  the  Reformation 
had  failed  to  destroy — they  interpreted^ 
this  idea  in  direrss  directions,  and  so  stood 
face  to  liee  in  hopdess  discOTd.  Equally 
exclusive,  and  daiming  each  to  absorb 
the  national  life,  it  was  inevitable  that  they 
should  clash  in  a  violent  trial  of  strength. 
The  intensity  of  the  conflict  was  pro- 
portioned to  the  intensity  of  the  divisions 
betwixt  parties,  sundered,  not  only  by 
political  aifierences,  but  by  rival  ideals  of 
religious  government  and  worship,  which 
they  interpreted  respectively  as  of  Divine 
authority. 

It  was  the  mmrit  of  Hales  and  CSiilling- 
worth  and  Taylor,  attached  as  they  wers 
personally  to  one  side  in  this  struggle,  that 
they  penetrated  beneath  the  theoretical 
narrowness  which  enslaved  both  sides,  and 
grasped  the  idea  of  the  Church  more  pro- 
foundly and  comprehensively.  They  saw 
the  inconsistency  of  a  formal  jus  divinum 
with  the  essential  spirit  of  Protestantism, 
imperfectly  as  this  spirit  had  been  developed 
in  England,  or,  indeed,  elsewhere,  Accord- 
fngto this spiritthe  true ideaof  the  Church  is 
moral,  and  not  ritnal.  It  consists  in  certain 
verities  of  £uth  and  worship,  rather  than 
in  any  formal  unities  of  creed  or  order. 
The  genuine  basis  of  Christian  communion 
is  to  be  found  in  a  common  recognidon  of 
the  great  realities  of  Christian  thought  and 
life,  and  not  in  any  outward  adhesion  to  a 
definite  ecclesiastical  or  theological  system. 
All  who  [profess  the  Apostles*  Creed  are 
members  of  the  Church,  and  the  national 
worship  should  be  so  ordered  as  to  admit 
of  all  who  make  this  profession.  The  pur- 
pose of  these  Churchmen,  in  short,  was 
comprehensive,  and  not  exclusive.  While 
they  held  that  no  sinffle  type  of  Church 

fovemment    and   worship  was  absolutely 
divine,  they  acknowledged  in  different  forms 
of  Church  order  an  expression  more  or  less 
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of  the  Diyine  ideas  vhich  lie  at  the  root  of 
all  Christian  society,  and  which — and  not 
9HJ  accident  of  external  form— giye  to  that 
Bociety  its  essential  character.  In  a  word, 
the  Church  appeared  to  them  the  more 
Divine,  the  more  ample  the  spiritoal  activi- 
ties it  emhraced,  and  the  less  the  circle  of 
heresy  or  dissent  it  cnt  off.  This  breadth 
and  toleration  separated  them  alike  from 
Prelatists  and  Puritans. 

Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  position 
and  character  of  these  men  otherwise,  thev 
were  the  true  authors  of  our  modem  reli- 
gious liberty.  To  the  Puritans  we  owe 
moeh.  They  vindicated  the  dignity  of 
popular  rights  and  the  independence  due  to 
the  religious  conscience.  Save  for  the  stem 
stand  which  they  made  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  many  of  the  elements  which  have 
grown  into  our  national  greatness,  and 
^von  robustness  to  our  common  national 
life,  would  not  have  had  free  scope.  But  it 
aigues  a  singular  ignorance  of  the  avowed 
aims  of  the  Presbyterian  party,  and  the 
notorious  principles  of  the  Puritan  theo- 
logy, to  attribute  to  them  the  origin  of  the 
idea  of  religious  liberty.  As  a  party,  the 
Presbyterians  expressly  repudiated  this 
idea.  Their  dogmatism  was  inflexible. 
The  Church,  according  to  them,  was  abso- 
lutely authoritative  over  religious  opinion 
no  less  than  religious  practice.  It  oould 
tolerate  no  differences  of  creed.  The  dis* 
tincUon  of  fundamental  and  non-funda- 
mental articles  of  belief,  elaborately  main- 
tained by  Chillingworth  and  Taylor,  was 
held  to  be  dangerous  heresy;  and  the 
-principle  of  latitude,  with  all  the  essential 
ideas  of  free  thought  which  have  sprang 
out  of  it,  was  esteemed  unchristian.  These 
ideas  are  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of 
the  liberal  Churchmen  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  nowhere  else  in  England  at 
that  time — at  least,  nowhere  else  broadly 
and  systematically  expounded. 

The  second  moyement  was  a  re- 
action in  part  against  the  dogmatic 
exclnsiveness  of  ^e  "Westminster 
Assembly,  and  in  part  against  the 
license  of  a  nnmber  of  new  sects, 
each  claiming  Divine  authority  for 
its  fanatical  extremes  of  doctrine 
and  practice.  These  sects  having 
rapidly  multiplied  towards  the 
middle  of  the  century,  it  was  natu- 
ral that  thoughtful  minds  should 
consider  more  deeply  the  qtiestions 
raised  hj  their  pretensions,  should 
enquire  mto  the  nature  of  religion, 
the  means  of  discriminating  reli- 
gions truth,  and  the  use  of  reas<m 


in  relation  to  it.  The  nltra-dog^a- 
tic  character  of  the  Westminster 
Confession  of  Faith  tended  in  an- 
other way  to  provoke  the  same  en- 
quiries, and  was  tlius  indirectly  a 
part  of  the  stimulus  towards  a  sim- 
pler, deeper,  and  more  rational 
theology.  In  the  presence  of  sec- 
tarian license  two  things  seem  espe- 
cially to  have  impressed  the  younger 
and  more  thoughtful  minds  of  the 
age,  *  the  need  of  some  broader  and 
more  conciliatory  principles  of  theo- 
logy to  act  as  solvents  of  the  inter- 
minable disputes  which  raged  around 
them,  and  the  need  of  bringiQg  into 
more  direct  prominence  the  practi- 
cal and  moral  side  of  religion.'  In 
relation  to  this  point  Principal 
TuUoch  says : 

The  Puritan  theology  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  with  all  its  noble  attainments,  was 
both  intolerant  and  theoretical  in  a  high 
degree.  It  would  admit  of  no  rival  near 
its  throne;  it  was  impatient  of  even  the 
least  variation  from  the  language  of  ortho- 
doxy. It  emphasised  all  the  transcendental 
and  Divine  aspects  of  Christian  truth,  ren- 
dering them  into  theories  highly  definite  and 
consistent,  but  in  their  very  consistency 
disregardfnl  of  moral  &ct8  and  the  com- 
plexities of  practical  life.  Younger  theolo- 
gians,  of  a  reflective  turn,  looked  on  the  one 
and  at  this  compact  mass  of  doctrinal  divi- 
nity, measuring  the  whole  circle  of  religious 
thought,  and  carefully  articulated  in  all  its 
parts ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  at  the  state 
of  the  religious  world  and  the  Church 
around  them.  The  sense  of  schism  between 
theory  and  practice — between  divinity  and 
morals — ^was  painfully  brought  home  to 
them.  It  was  no  wonder  if  they  began  to 
ask  themselves  whether  there  was  not  a 
more  excellent  way,  and  whether  reason  and 
morality  were  not  essential  elements  of  all 
religious  dogma.  Their  minds  were  almost 
necessarily  driven  towards  what  was  termed 
in  reproach  by  the  older  Puritans  *  a  kind 
of  moral  divinity.'  Longing  for  peace  and 
a  higher  and  more  beneficent  action  of 
Christian  brotherhood,  they  naturally 
turned  in  a  different  direction  from  that 
which  had  been  so  little  fruitful  of  either. 
They  sought  to  soften  down  instead  of 
shsj^ning  doctrinal  distinctions,  to  bring 
out  points  of  agreement  instead  of  points  of 
difference  in  the  prevailing  medley  of 
religious  opinions.  Especially  they  tried 
to  find  a  common  centre  of  thouffht  and 
action  in  certain  universal  principles  -oi 
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religious  sentiment  rather  than  in  the  more 
abstruse  conclusions  of  polemical  theology. 
They  became,  in  short,  eclectics  against  Uie 
theological  dogmatism  and  narrowness  of 
their  time,  very  much  as  Hales  and  Chilling- 
worth  became  advocates  of  comprehension 
against  the  ecclesiastical  dogmatism  and 
narrowness  of  theirs. 

Again,  in  tracing  more  fully  the 
inner  meaning  of  the  movement, 
Principal  •  TuUoch  points  out  that 
the  conception  of  religion  reached 
by  the  Cambridge  Platonists  was  far 
deeper  and  truer  than  that  of  the 
Puritans  on  the  one  hand,  or  the 
Prelatists  on  the  other.  With  these 
rival  ecclesiastical  parties,  religion 
was  something  more  or  less  distinct 
from  humanity,  a  celestial  gift  in 
the  keeping  of  bishops  and  presby- 
ters of  the  Church  or  the  Westmin- 
ster Assembly.  The  rational  theolo- 
gians  vindicated  the  reahties  of 
religion  against  the  reactionary 
unbelief  produced  by  these  dominant 
forms  of  dogmatic  excess. 

They  were  Christian  apologists  as  well 
as  Christian  rationalists,  and  their  true 
position  can  only  be  understood  when 
viewed  in  both  aspects.  On  the  one  side 
they  testified  to  the  need  of  reason  and 
faith,  of  morality  and  religion;  on  the 
other  side  they  testified — and  none  have 
ever  done  it  more  nobly — that  reason  needs 
faith,  and  morality  religion.  This  double 
attitude  is  of  the  highest  significance. 
Helicon,  they  said,  is  not  a  set  of  forms  or 
ma^cal  round  of  rites ;  neither  is  it  a  set  of 
notions  or  elaborate  round  of  doctrines. 
It  is  a  life — a  higher,  purer,  nobler  expres- 
sion of  the  ordinary  human  life — a  'deiform 
seed'  within  the  soul,  growing  up  into 
spiritual  blossom  and  fruit.  The  single 
condition  of  this  spiritual  culture  is  the 
Divine  Spirit  in  contact  with  the  human, 
|;uiding,  educating,  enriching,  strengthening 
It.  This  was  their  idea  of  religion,  alike 
pgainst  the  formal  mysticism  of  the  Laud- 
ians  and  the  formal  opinionativeness  of  the 
Puritans.  The  essence  of  piety  was  not  in 
the  spiritual  performances  of  the  one,  nor 
the  spiritual  exercises  of  the  other,  but  in 
a  pure,  good,  and  beautiful  hfe.  But  then 
they  added — and  no  set  of  theologians  have 
ever  more  emphatically  added — such  a  life 
can  only  exist  in  the  Divine,  and  the  Divine 
is  a  reality.  The  spiritual  ia  as  tndy  as, 
and  more  truly  than,  the  material,  while 
religion  is  never  to  be  dissociated  from  life, 
«nd,  i4«Tt  from  it,  exists  only  in  its  simu- 


lacra— '  rites '  or  *  notions  * — it  is  yet  no 
mere  culture  of  the  common  external  life — 
no  mere  moral  coating.  It  is  the  growth  of 
the  Divine  side  of  life,  and  this  side  is  as 
real  as  the  natural  side;  nay,  it  is  the 
deeper  reality  of  the  two.  In  this  sense  re- 
ligion is  distinctive,  but  in  no  other. 

The  concluding  chapter  of  the 
work,  from  which  this  extract  is 
taken,  and  in  which  Principal 
TuUoch  sums  up  the  results  of  the 
exposition,  and  applies  them  to  the 
present  and  future  religious  thought, 
is  perhaps  the  most  important  of  aQ. 
It  is  marked  not  only  by  an  earnest 
and  devout  Christian  spirit,  but  by 
a  comprehensive  insight  into  the 
essentials  of  religion  and  the  condi- 
tions of  its  advancement  amidst  tiie 
multiplied  reqturements  of  a  critical 
and  scientific  age.  It  displays 
throughout,  moreover,  rare  powers 
of  thought  and  expression,  strength 
of  intellectual  grasp  combined  with 
subtle  reflective  analysis,  and  a 
glow  of  masculine  eloquence  com- 
bined with  the  finish  and  grace 
of  a  cultivated  literary  style.  The 
following  passage,  indicating  the 
requirements  of  a  comprehensive 
philosophy  of  religion,  will  illus- 
trate this  union  of  religious  earnest- 
ness with  philosophical  and  literaiy 
power : 

A  true  religious  philosophy  can  only 
be  built  up  slowly  by  the  process  which 
verifies  while  it  accumulates,  and  tests 
every  addition  to  the  fabric  of  discovery 
before  it  ventures  to  lay  it  to  the  pile. 
The  religious  experience  of  mankind 
through  all  the  ages  of  historic  and  even 
pre-historic  growth,  is  as  much  a  reality 
as  anv  other  phase  of  his  experience — a 
good  deal  more  a  reality  than  most  others. 
Beligion  has  been  and  remains  the  most 
powerful  factor  of  human  history.  Amidst 
all  its  changes  it  has  been  this,  and  is 
likely  to  continue  to  be  so.  The  idea  that 
human  progress  shall  ever  transcend  reli- 
gion, or  lay  it  aside,  is  the  wildest  dream 
that  ever  entered  into  the  uncultured  and 
semi-savage  heart  that  still  lurks  in  the 
bosom  of  modem  civilisation.  There  it  is, 
and  has  been  always  in  the  world,  moving 
in  some  form  or  other  its  highest  minds 
to  their  highest  significance.  There  is  no 
science,  however  exclusive,  can  refuse  to 
recognise  such  £icts,  by  the  reiy  tight 
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which  it  itself  has  to  exist,  and  enquire 
into  its  own  series  of  facts.  But  theolo- 
gians and  Christian  philosophers  must  come 
to  acknowledge  that  religioxis  facts  are 
not,  any  more  than  other  facts,  of '  private 
interpretation.'  They  are  indiTidual,  it  is 
trae,  and  in  a  certain  sense  cannot  be 
inTestigated  too  closely  as  elements  of 
individual  experience ;  but  in  order  to  be 
folly  and  comprehensively  understood, 
they  must  also  be  regarded  as  parts  of  the 
common  experience  of  humanity  through 
all  its  stages  of  growth.  They  must  be 
studied,  not  only  in  their  individualistic, 
but  in  their  generalised  form,  as  they  ap- 
pear in  their  gradual  and  complete  deve- 
lopment in  history,  before  we  can  interpret 
them  right,  and  form  even  a  proximate 
theory  of  their  true  valu6.  We  must  have, 
in  short,  some  adequate  criticism  of  reli- 
gious ideas  in  all  their  mysterious  growth^ 
dependency,  and  involvement,  before  we  can 
venture  to  construct  any  adequate  theory 
or  philosophy  of  religion.  All  true 
thought  is  merely  fact  idealised ;  all  right 
theory  is  merely  experience  generalised. 
No  thought  that  is  worth  anything  can 
ever  rise  above  an  historic  basis.  No  more 
than  science  can  transcend  nature,  can  re- 
ligious thought  transcend  history.  It 
may  illuminate  history,  but  it  must  first 
of  all  grow  out  of  it ;  and  a  philosophy  of 
religion,  before  it  aims  at  settling  for 
us  the  great  problems  which  it  involves, 
must  be  content  to  drudge  for  long  yet 
in  reading  the  varied  records  of  rehgious 
experience  which  modem  historical  criti- 
cism has  only  begun  to  unfold  and  arrange. 
Light,  therefore,  is  not  to  be  sought  in  any 
Budden  illumination,  nor  progress  in  any 
pet  theories  of  modem,  any  more  than 
of  ancient,  thinkers — ^but  only  in  patient 
study  and  faithful  generalisation.  The 
vast  volume  of  religious  experience 
will  slowly  unfold  its  characters  to  induc- 
tive and  patient  thinkers,  as  other  volumes 


of  experience  have  done.  And  as  this  vo- 
lume is  steadily  read — its  pages  compared, 
and  their  facts  co-ordinated  and  explained 
— the  Divine  meaning  will  become  clearer. 
A  religious  philosophy  will  at  least  become 
possible  when  it  is  sought  in  this  way,, 
not  in  any  favourite  speculation  of  this  or 
that  thinker,  however  great,  but  in  the 
comprehensive  interpretation  of  the  reli- 
gions consciousness  working  through  all 
history,  and  gathering  light  and  force  8» 
it  works  onward. 

The  work  as  a  whole  is  a  valuable^ 
contribntioii  to  literature  and  his- 
tory, as  well  as  to  theology  and 
phSosophy.  It  presents  with  requi- 
site falness  of  detail  a  most  im- 
portant but  hitherto  unwrittea 
chapter  in  English  ecclesiastical 
history,  and  completes  a  chapter 
almost  equally  interesting,  but 
hitherto  only  imperfectly  sketched,, 
in  the  history  of  English  philosophy. 
And  the  historical  review  is  brought 
to  bear  so  directly  on  the  pre- 
sent, that  the  great  lines  of  re* 
ligious  progress  in  the  future  are, 
as  we  have  seen,  clearly  traced  ia 
the  summary  that  concludes  the 
exposition.  To  the  question,  *Are  wo 
Christians  ? '  Principal  TuUoch  vir- 
tually replies.  Yes;  and  shall  become 
more  and  more  so  as  we  advance  in 
knowledge  and  goodness,  in  virtue 
and  truth,  since  these  things  repre- 
sent the  Divine  element  in  man,, 
whose  further  development  will 
bring  him  nearer  to  the  source  of  all 
purity  and  all  truth. 

B. 
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THE  COMING  TRANSIT    OF  VENUS, 
AND  FOREIGN  PREPARATIONS  FOR  OBSERVING  IT. 

By  Richard  A.  Peoctob,  B.A. 

'  'HOXOBABY'  SECfeRTABT  OP  'tOS  ROtAX  AStB05C0*ICAl.  SoOBtt, 
'  AuTHoa  OP  •  Thb  Sun  •  •  OtiKB  WoBtDS,'  &C. 


LAST  'March,  after  describing  the 
general  principles  on  which  the 
tLtili^tion  of  the  transits  of  Venns 
depend,  I  gave  an  account  of  the  sug- 
gested arrangements  for  observing 
Bie  iransit  of  1874,  so  far  as  this 
country  is  concerned.  I  propose 
now  to  describe  what  other  countries 
intend  to  do.  It  is  manifest  that 
our  opinion  as  to  what  is  prefer  for 
England  to  undertake,  must  in  part 
depend  on  the  furangements  of  other 
countries.  It  would  be  absurd,  for 
instance,  to  expect  England  to  under- 
take difficult  and  dangerous  Ant- 
arctic expeditions,  if  the  correspond- 
ing northern  stations  with  which 
comparison  should  be  made  were  not 
occupied  by  Russia,  in  whose  ter- 
ritory they  mainly  lie.  Again  it 
would  be  less  manifestly  England's 
duty  to  occupy  Antcuxstic  or  sub- 
Antarctic  stations,  if  less  dangerous 
regions  suitable  for  observing  tho 
transit  were  to  be  left  unoccupied  by 
other  countries.  In  such  a  case  tho 
proper  course  for  England  would  be 
to  make  a  careful  estimate  of  the 
relative  difficulties  as  well  as  of  the 
relative  advantages,  whereas  if  these 
regions  were  to  be  occupied  by 
America,  France,  or  Germany,  we 
should  have  no  choice  but  to  man 
the  less  inviting  stations  which  our 
great  Antarctic  explorers  have  made 
more  particularly  ours.  It  is  there- 
fore necessary,  in  order  to  the  com- 
plete recognition  of  our  position  with 
reference  to  the  coming  transit,  that 
the  arrangements  of  foreign  astro- 
nomers should  be  considered. 

But  in  the  first  place,  it  will  be 
desirable  to  discuss  what  has  hap- 
pened since  my  last  paper  on  this 
subject  appeared.  It  will  be  seen 
that  while  on  the  one  hand  the 


justice  of  the  views  which  I  then  in- 
dicatedhas  been  implicitly  admitted, 
there  has  not  yet  been  that  explicit 
reoognition  of  the  position  of  affiura 
which  oan  alone  be  really  effisctive 
in  inducing  those  in  authority  to  do 
what  is  needful. 

.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  my 
former  paper  I  describedtwo  methods 
in  which  a  transit  can  be  utilised. 
One,  called  Delisle's  method,  depends 
on  the  determination  of  the  exact 
epochs  when  transit  begins  (or  ends) 
as  seen  from  two  dists^t  stations — 
ihe  interval  between  these  epochs 
affording  the  means  of  detemuning 
the  sun's,  distance.  The  other, 
called  Halley's  method,  depends  on 
the  .  detecminatioBL  of  the  duration 
of  the  transit  as  seen  from  two  dis- 
tant stations — thedifferencebetween 
the  observed  durations  being  the 
qircumstance  on  which  is  based  the 
determination  of  the  sun's  distance 
by  this  method. 

So  that  in  Delisle's  method  a 
certain  interval  of  time  has  to  be 
measured  by  two  persons  at  nearly 
antipodal  stations,  one  observer 
timing  one  end  of  the  interval,  the 
other  timing  the  other  end ;  while 
in  HaJley's  method  each  of  two 
persons  times  the  duration  of  a 
certain  event.  It  is  manifest,  at 
the  outset,  that  the  latter  operation 
is  the  simpler  of  the  two.  For  when 
an  observer  has  estimated  a  duration 
there  is  an  end  of  the  matter ;  he 
has  that  duration  recorded,  and  the 
comparison  can  be  made  with  the 
other  duration  in  the  most  direct 
way.  Their  clocks  may  have  been 
wrong  by  many  minutes,  but  the 
durations  remain  correct  so  long  as 
the  clocks  did  not  gain  or  lose 
appreciably  during   the    hours  of 
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transit;,  which  of  conrse  would  not 
happen  with  any  respectably  rated 
dock.  The  observers  by  the  other 
method  have  a  £ar  more .  diffioolt 
task*  They  must  be  certidn  that 
they  have  referred  theit*  observations 
to  the  same  absolute  time.  For 
instanoey  if  each  knows  the  exact 
Oreenwich  time  whdn  he  made  his 
observation,  the  intervfkl  between 
iheur  observations  can  be  properly 
determined.  But  if  either  or  both 
be  at  all  indonbt  as  to  the  true 
Greenwich  time,  even  by  a  few 
seconds,  the  estiniate  of  the  interval 
will  be  ooirespoKidingly  in  error* 

A  simple  illostratioii  will  show 
ik»  difference  in  the  principles  of 
the  two  me^iods,  so^fisur  *a8  ih&  com« 
pariflon  of  resnlts  is  concerned. 
Suppose  that  two  observers^  one  at 
Edinburgh  and  the  otber  at  London, 
are  vmtching  a  display  of  meteors, 
and  that  they  agree  to  compare  the 
apparent  motions  of  remarkable 
meteors.  Then  they  might  arrange 
beforehand  either  to  take  the  dura^ 
iion  of  the  more  remarkable  meteors 
as  the  means  of  identifying  pvrti* 
cnlar  objects,  or  else  to  ^e  tiid 
moment  of  appcvrition.  If  duration 
was  their  test,  the  matter  would 
be  simple  enough.  Thus  the  two 
observers  might  find  that  somewhere 
about  midni^t  each  saw  a  meteor 
whose  train  remained  visible  twenty- 
five  seconds,  and  if  the  majority  of 
the  nieteors  lasted  but  about  ten 
seconds  they  could  not  be  mistaken 
as  to  the  identity  of  this  particular 
meteor.  But  supposetheobserver  at 
Lcmdon  sawa  m^eor  at  i  min.  40  sec 
past  1 2  by  his  watch.  Then  the  ob- 
server at  Edinburgh  mighthavesome 
trouble,  if  there  waremwiy  meteors, 
in  identifying  this  psurticular  meteor. 
His  watch  might  differ  several 
seconds  from  the  watdi  of  the 
Londoner.  Both  watches  might 
have  been  set  by  some  trustwor&y 
time-signal,  the  Londoner's  perhaps 
by  the  Greenwich  time-ball,  the 
^otsman's  by  the  Edinburgh  gun- 
signal.     But  they  might  have  lost 


or  gained  in  the  interval  since  this 
was  done ;  and  the  probable  amount 
of  loss  or  gain  might  be  difiBcult  to 
determine,  because  perhaps  varying 
with  the  temperature  and  humidity 
of  the  air,  the  motions  to  which  the 
watch  had  been  subjected  in  the 
interval,  and  other  circumstances  of 
which  perhaps  no  exact  account 
could  be  obtained. 

To  show  how  seriously  Halley's 
and  Delisle's  methods  differ  in  this 
important  respect — relative  sim- 
plicity— ^it  will  suffice  to  mention 
that  in  speaking  of  the  application 
of  Halley's  method  the  As^nomer 
Royal  has  stated  that  a  few  days' 
stay  at  the  selected  station  to  *  rate  * 
the  clock  would  be  sufficient  for  all 
purposes,  and  that  for  Antarc^c  ob- 
servation fixed  ice  would  serve  as 
well  as  land ;  whereas  he  considers 
that  to  apply  Delisle's  method  with 
advantage  each  station  should  bo 
manned  three  months  before  the 
day  of  the  transit,  the  observers 
being  kept  hard  at  work  determiur 
ing  the  longitude  by  *moon  and  star' 
work  all  that  time.  When  to  this 
is  added  the  circumstance  that  much 
more  perfect  instruments  must  be 
provided — the  clocks  especially 
being  required  to  be  fii^t-class 
specimens  of  hoErological  art — ^it 
will  be  manifest  that  provision  for  a 
Delisle  station  is  a  much  more 
costly  afiair  thtm  provision  for  a 
Halleyan  station.  The  country 
would  not  grudge  the  difference,  no 
doubt,  if  it  were  really  true,  as  the 
Astronomer  Boyal  mistakenly  sup- 
posed, that  Halley's  method  cannot 
be  applied  with  advantage  in  1874. 
But  the  matter  assumes  another 
aspect,  even  as  a  money  question, 
now  that  it  has  been  demonstrated 
that  Halley's  method  is  the  more 
advantageous  of  the  two. 

ITow  the  question  has  been  dis- 
Gussed.  on  this  very  issue  since  my  last 
paper  appeared ;  and  I  cannot  but 
think  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
discussion  will  prove  at  once  interest- 
ing and  instructiye  to  my  readers* 
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EverytHng  depends  in  Delisle's 
method  on  getting  the  *  interval ' 
right,  and  in  HaUey's  on  getting 
the  *  difference  of  duration '  right. 
And  since  cceteris  paribus  the  valne 
of  any  application  of  either  method 
depends  on  the  number  of  minutes 
in  the  *  interval'  or  *  difference,* 
while  admittedly  the  *  differeuce '  is 
nearly  half  as  long  again  as  the 
'interval'  at  the  best  stations  for 
either  method,  the  whole  case  of 
the  Delisleans  depends  on  showing 
that  the  *  interval  *  can  be  more 
exactly  determined  than  the  *  differ- 
ence.' The  Astronomer  Royal  has 
given  his  criterion  for  comparing 
the  two  methods  in  point  of  exact- 
ness, and  the  reader  shall  first 
judge  whether  the  criterion  seems 
a  proper  one. 

In  applying  Halley's  method, 
error  can  come  in  at  four  distinct 
points,  viz.  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  transit  as  observed  at 
the  northern  station,  and  -at  the 
beginning  and  end  as  observed  at 
the  southern  station.  In  each  case 
the  error  arises  from  the  diflficulty 
of  determining  the  exact  moment 
when  Venus  is  just  in  contact  with 
the  sun's  edge  on  the  inside.  An 
optical  illusion  occurs  by  which 
Venus  and  also  the  sun's  edge  are 
distorted  at  this  critical  moment.' 
Hence  the  difficulty  in  question. 
From  a  very  carefrd  investigation 
of  the  observations  made  during 
the  transit  of  1769,  Mr.  Stone,  late 
First  Assist.ant  at  the  Greenwich 
Observatory,  found  that  the  greatest 
error  from  this  cause  did  not  exceed 
three  seconds  on  that  occasion. 
But  in  1874  Venus  will  cross  the 


sun's  edge  more  slowlj  because 
more  aslant;  and  increasing  the 
probable  error  of  three  seconds,  in 
exact  proportion  to  the  slowness  of 
crossing,  Mr.  Stone  deduced  4^ 
seconds  as  the  probable  error  in 
1874.  This  estimate  the  Astrono 
mer  Royal  has  adopted.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  larger  this  error  is 
assumed  likely  to  be,  the  greater 
is  the  disadvantage  of  Halley's 
method ;  for  all  the  four  errors  (ai 
the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
transit  as  seen  from  the  two  stations) 
arise  from  this  one  cause. 

Now  in  Delisle's  method  error 
also  comes  in  at  four  distinct  points. 
The  northern  observer  must  in  the 
first  place  time  the  moment  when 
Venus  is  just  fully  upon  the  sun's 
disc  (either  on  entiy  or  before  «xit)^ 
and  will  be  exposed  to  the  error 
described  above;  so  also  will  the 
southern  observer.  Here,  then,  are 
two  errors  corresponding  exactly  to 
two  out  of  the  four  which  arise  in 
Halley's  method.  But  also  boi^ 
the  northern  and  the  southern 
observer  must  know  what  is  the 
true  time  when  their  clock  shows 
such  and  such  time.  Each  may 
know  the  exact  second  hy  his  chxSe 
when  Venus  was  in  contact ;  but 
he  wants  to  know  the  exact  second 
by  Greenwich  time.*  He  mnst 
therefore  know  his  longitude,  which 
in  effect  means  the  time-difference 
between  his  station  and  Gh-eenwich ; 
and  not  only  that,  but  he  must 
know  what  his  local  time  is.  To 
explain  this  without  introducing 
complex  astronomical  considerations 
— suppose  an  observer  is  exactly  15 
degrees  west  of  Greenwich,  then 


'  The  phenomena  can  easily  be  reprodnced  artificially.  A  ground  glass  lamp-globe 
makes  a  suitable  artificial  sun,  -while  a  small  coin  makes  an  excellent  artificial  planeL 
Fix  the  coin  anywhere  so  that  it  can  readily  be  brought  on  the  bright  disc  by  the  more- 
ment  of  the  observer's  head.  Then  move  so  that  the  coin  appears  to  transit  the  bright 
tiisc,  and  note  how  when  just  upon  the  bright  disc,  this  disc's  outline  seems  to  bend 
inwards  towards  the  black  disc  of  the  coin,  which  disc  in  turn  seems  to  extend  outwirda 
as  if  helping  to  make  the  contact. 

*  I  take  Greenwich  time  for  convenience  of  expression  ;  but  the  time  really  wanted  is 
what  may  be  called  earth-time.  When  Greenwicn  time  is  given,  Paris  time  is  known, 
and  Washington  time,  and  80  on ;  in  fact  the  time  at  every  station  of  ascertained  place 
om  the  earth. 
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the  son  will  be  dae  soath  exactly 
one  hoTir  later  than  at  Greenwich, 
and    the  knowledge  of  that  fact 
pronld  be    the  knowledge  of  the 
longitude,  which  is  one  of  the  points 
a  transit  observer  requires.     Now 
■clearly  an  error  comes  in  if  the 
lon^tude  is  not  exactly  determined. 
An.  obsenrer  at  some  such  place  as 
Woahoo  or  Kerguelen  Island  would 
certainly  not  know  his  longitude 
quite    exactly,    and   by   whatever 
amount  he  was  in  error  in  that 
respect  by  so  much  would  his  esti- 
mate of  time  be  enx>neous.     But 
returning  to  our  illustrative  station 
15  degrees  west  of  Greenwich,  an 
observer  there  who  set   his  clock 
by  the  sun  at  noon,  and  we  will  say 
Bet  it  exactly  right,  might  never- 
theless have  his  clock  wrong  on  the 
next  forenoon,  and  if  he  thm  timed 
any     particular    phenomenon    his 
time-estimate  would  be  pro  tanto 
erroneous.       Combining    the    two 
sources  of  error,  we  get  what  is 
called  the  error  of  absolute  time. 
Our  northern  and  southern  obser- 
Ters  of  Yenus  are  each  liable  to  an 
error   of   this   sort.       These    two 
errors  with  the  two  contact  errors 
make  up  the  four  above  mentioned ; 
and  the  smaller  they  are  likely  to 
be,  the  greater  is  the  advantage  of 
Delisle's  method,  which,  be  it  no- 
ticed, only  differs  firom  HaUey's  in 
having  two  errors  of  this  kmd  in 
place  of  two  errors  of  the  kind 
before  discussed.    Now  the  Astro- 
nomer   Boyal    asserts    that    the 
absolute  time  errors  will  probably 
not  exceed  a  single  second.    Here, 
then,   Delisle's    method    seems  to 
have  a  great  advantage,  for  we  have 
two  errors  each  likely  to  be  no  more 
than  a  second,  as  against  two  each 
likely  to  be  about  4^  seconds. 

Applying  this  criterion,  it  fol- 
lows ihat  Delisle's  method  employed 
at  the  Astronomer  Royal's  select- 
ed stations — ^Woahoo,  Kerguelen 
Island,  Rodriguez,  Canterbury 
(N.Z.),  and  Alexandria — gives  re- 
sults very  little  inferior  to  Halley's 
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method  applied  at  Nertchinsk, 
Tchefoo,  Tientsin,  Jeddo,  Pekin, 
&c,  in  the  north,  and  at  Kerguelen 
Island,  Kemp  Island,  Possession 
Island,  Crozet  Island,  Enderby 
Land,  Sabrina  Land,  and  elsewhere, 
in  the  south.  Absolute  equality  can- 
not be  asserted,  still  less  superiority, 
by  Sir  G.  Airy's  own  criterion. 
The  greater  cost  and  complexity  of 
Delisle's  method  cannot  be  denied. 
Every  circumstance  seems  to  point 
to  the  advisability  of  at  least  doing 
something  bv  way  of  employing 
Halley's  method.  Nothing  stan£ 
in  the  way  but  that  unfortunate 
error  which  led  to  the  verdict  that 
Halley's  method  ^ fails  totally'  in 
1874.  This  only,  I  conceive,  led  to 
the  amazing  circumstance  that  Mr. 
Goschen,  speaking  on  behalf  of  the 
Astronomer  BoyaJ  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  positively  asserted  that 
even  at  a  station  where  there  will 
be  an  observing  party  and  where 
Halley's  method  chances  to  be 
applicable  as  well  as  Delisle's, 
'little  reliance'  will  be  placed  on 
the  former  method,  although  by  the 
Astronomer  Boyal's  own  criterion 
the  method,  even  at  this  station 
{selected  for  the  application  of 
Delisle's),  has  nevertheless  the  ad- 
vantage. I  have  heard  this  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Gk>schen's  (for  which, 
however,  he  is  in  no  sense  respon- 
sible) characterised  as  'simply 
astounding'  by  an  astronomical 
authority  of  the  greatest  eminence, 
and  simply  astounding  it  unques- 
tionably is  in  my  judgment. 

But  before  proceeding  to  enquire 
into  the  provision  which  is  actually 
being  made  for  Halleyan  northern 
stations  by  Bussia,  Germany,  and 
America,  I  shall  venture  to  make 
the  enquiry  whether  the  criterion 
above  described  is  altogether  a 
proper  one;  whether,  in  fact,  it 
is  not  altogether  overweighted  in 
favour  of  Delisle's  method. 

It  manifestly  is  natural  enough 
that  a  criterion  of  this  sort  should 
be  made  as  favourable  as  possible 
3' 
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for  the  method  actually  selected  by 
the  official  representative  of  British 
astronomy,  when  we  consider  that 
if  the  other  method,  overlooked  by 
a^  unfortunate  mistake,  should 
chance  to  be  the  better  of  the  two, 
a  certain  degree  of  regret  could 
scarcely  fail  to  be  occasioned  by 
the  loss  of  an  important  opportu- 
nity. One  could  not  blame  the 
Astronomer  Royal,  for  example,  if 
under  these  circumstances  the  pro- 
bable errors  of  contact  observa- 
tions grew  somewhat  beyond  their 
true  dimensions,  while  the  probable 
errors  of  absolute  time  were  corre- 
spondingly reduced.  Nevertheless, 
in  a  matter  so  importantly  affecting 
the  science  of  astronomy  and  the 
reputation  of  this  country,  it  is 
necessary  to  weigh  most  scrupu- 
lously every  consideration  of  this 
sort. 

I  note,  then,  that  the  probable 
magnitude  of  contact  errors  is  in- 
ferred directly  from  the  results 
obtained  in  1769,  without  any  al- 
lowance for  improvement  in  instru- 
ments, observing  skill,  and  so  on. 
In  1769  the  optical  error  was  not 
anticipated;  now  it  is  not  merely 
anticipated,  but  its  source  is  known 
and  underetood.  In  1 769  very  im- 
perfect instruments  were  used.^ 
The  observers  certainly  were  not 
so  skilful  as  those  of  our  time. 
Then  there  was  no  special  selection 
of  instruments  as  on  the  present 
occasion.    Moreover,  a  variety  of 


ingenious  arrangements  have  been 
suggested,  the  best  of  which  will 
undoubtedly  be  employed,  to  make 
the  observation  of  contact  as  free 
as  possible  from  error. 

Does  it  not  seem  reasonable  to  infer 
that  these  improvements  combined 
should  reduce  our  estimate  of  the 
probable  error  to  an  appreciable  ex- 
tent? For  instance,  since  when  non*j 
of  these  considerations  are  taken 
into  account  the  error  is  assumed 
to  be  4i  seconds,  may  we  not  when 
all  of  them  are  taken  into  account 
assume  the  probable  error  to  be  no 
greater  than  3  seconds  ?  *  Per- 
sonally I  am  satisfied,  after  a  careful 
study  of  the  observations  made  on 
the  transit  of  Mercury  on  November 
5,  1868,  that  the  mere  knowledge  of 
the  cause  of  the  phenomena  observed 
at  contact,  by  directing  the  ob- 
server's attention  to  a  certain  inter- 
pretable  feature  (the  breadth  of  the 
*  connecting  ligament,'  which  by  an 
optical  illusion  seems  to  form  be- 
tween Venus  and  the  sun),  affords 
the  means  of  reducing  the  error  to 
little  more  than  a  second.  But  I 
am  content  to  take  3  seconds  as 
an  estimate  certainly  more  reason- 
able than  that  resulting  from  the 
complete  neglect  of  all  that  has 
been  learned  since  1769. 

And  now  as  to  the  probable  error 
of  absolute  time,  estimated  by  the 
Astronomer  Royal  at  a  single 
second.  Have  we  any  means  of 
forming  an  opinion  on  this  point? 


'  Some  of  those  used  in  the  important  observations  in  the  South  Sea  had  Mien  into  the 
hands  of  the  savages,  and  were  recovered  with  difficulty. 

*  To  show  how  our  knowledge  of  the  source  and  nature  of  the  contact  difficulty  may 
bo  applied  to  reduce  the  resulting  error,  I  shall  mention  one  feet  which  seems  to  me  very 
noteworthy :  Ghreat  stress  was  laid  by  Mr.  Stone  on  the  peculiarities  observed  during  the 
transit  of  Mercury  on  November  5,  1868;  for  observers  with  large  telescopes  saw  the 
disc  of  Mercury  f^parently  connected  with  the  sun's  edge  by  a  fine  filam^it  sevenl 
seconds  before  any  connection  between  the  disc  and  the  sun's  edge  had  been  zecognised 
by  observers  with  small  telescopes.  This,  of  course,  was  simply  the  telescopic  rendering^ 
so  to  speak,  of  the  optical  illusion  I  have  spoken  of  above.  Now  in  1069,  iviule  a 
discussion  was  in  progress  between  myself  and  Mr.  Stone  on  the  subject  of  the  approaching 
transits,  I  showed  that  the  two  extreme  cases  of  difference,  where  no  less  than  14  seconds 
intervened  between  the  observed  moments  of  contact,  could  be  brought  into  agreement 
within  the  tenth  part  of  a  second  by  simply  applying  to  the  observer's  statements  Mr. 
Stone's  own  interpretation  of  the  phenomenon  of  the  *■  black  drop '  or  '  connecting  fila- 
ment.' These  statements  indicated  the  breadth  of  the  filament  in  each  case,  and  this  one 
fact  brought  the  observations  into  agreement,  when  rightly  understood. 
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Haye  any  observations  been  made 
which  enable  ns  to  test  the  san- 
guine views  of  the  Astronomer 
Boyal  by  the  results  of  actual  ex- 
perience P     Fortunately,  yes. 

In  the  United  States,  owing  to 
the  great  extension  of  that  country 
in  longitude,  observations  to  deter- 
mine the  exact  longitude  are  of 
great  geographical  importance.  But 
5ie  electric  telegraph  affords  the 
means  of  directly  determining  the 
longitude  in  the  most  satisfactory 
of  all  possible  ways,  by  instan- 
taneous time-signals.  Hence,  a 
longitude  determined  by  observa- 
tory work  can  be  at  once  tested  by 
telegraphic  communication.  Now 
the  following  are  the  results  of  the 
experience  thus  obtained.  After 
three  years  of  observatory  work  by 
practised  astronomers  and  by  the 
most  approved  methods  in  esta- 
blished observatories,  the  error  of 
longitude  is  found  to  amount  to 
i^  second.  Now  this  being  the 
case,  what  opinion  are  we  to  form 
as  to  the  probable  error  when  ob- 
servations have  only  been  made  for 
three  months  in  temporary  obser- 
vatories, and  that  not  by  men 
whose  whole  time  has  been  given 
for  years  to  astronomical  work,  but 
by  artilleiy  officers  trained  to  the 
work  but  for  a  short  time  ?  Surely 
we  must  dismiss  the  Astronomer 
Boyal's  estimate  of  one  second  as 
altogether  inadmissible.  Nor  can 
we  take  i^  second  as  a  fair  esti- 
mate when  we  remember  how  far 
superior  all  the  conditions  have 
been  which  resulted  in  so  small  an 
error.  Can  it  be  thought  unfair 
to  take  i^  second  as  the  probably 
error,  thus  allowing  only  a  quarter 
of  a  second  for  the  un&vourable 
conditions?  For  my  own  part  I 
am  convinced  the  error  cannot  pos- 
ably  be  reduced  so  low  ;  and  I  find 
that  very  eminent  authorities  share 
this  opinion.  Let  us,  however, 
take  i^  second  as  the  absolute 
time  error  (noting  that  clock  error 
is    thus  assumed   as  nothing,   al- 


though we  might  very  fairly  add 
half  a  second  or  so  on  that  account). 

The  result  of  all  this  is,  that  our 
criterion  has  become  greatly  modi- 
fied. Before^  we  had  an  assumed 
contact  error  of  4^  seconds,  or  4^ 
times  the  assumed  longitude  error 
of  I  second:  now  we  have  an  as- 
sumed contact  error  of  3  seconds,  or 
only  twice  the  assumed  longitude 
error  of  i^  second. 

Singularly  enough,  when  the  As- 
tronomer Royal  first  found  it  de- 
sirable to  employ  a  criterion  in 
defence  of  Delisle's  method,  he  did 
actually  adopt  precisely  the  criterion 
just  deduced.  *Now  I  hope,'  he 
wrote  early  in  1869,  *  that  with 
reasonable  care  the  probable  error 
of  the  geographical  longitude  will 
not  be  more  than  one-half  of  the 
probable  error  of  ingress  or  egress.' 
By  what  process  of  reasoning  he 
was  led  to  substitute,  within  less 
than  two  months,  the  proportion 
'less  than  a  quarter,'  for  that  of 
'  not  more  than  one-hal^'  I  am  not  to 
enquire.  But  I  may  note,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  &ct,  that  in  the  interval 
1  had  announced  the  actual  degree 
by  which  the  available  difference 
of  duration  in  applying  Halley's 
method  in  1874  woidd  exceed  the 
available  time-interval  in  applying 
DeHsle's  method.  And  1  may  add 
that  the  earlier  criterion  applied  to 
my  result  (the  accuracy  of  which 
was  not  questioned  then,  and  is 
now  established  by  the  NauHcal 
Almanac  data)  would  leave  Halley's 
method  fax  in  advance  of  Delisle's, 
whereas  the  later  criterion  very 
nearly  brings  DeHsle's  method  to 
an  equality  with  Hajley's  in  all  re- 
spects save  simpHcity  and  expense. 

But  the  main  question  is,  after 
all,  whether  other  nations  are  pre- 
paring to  occupy  such  northern 
stations  as  woiUd  be  useful  for 
applying  Halley's  method.  Be 
cause,  although  there  are  northern 
stations  which  England  might  very 
well  occupy,  as  Jeddo,  Pekin,  the 
Benin    Islands,    and    others,    yet 


Digitized  by 


Google 


753 


Ths  Coming  Trwntit  of  Venus, 


[June 


if  England  made  a  ^oj^er  effort  in 
manning  sonthem  stations  she 
would  have  accomplished  a  yer^ 
£Etir  share  of  the  work;  and  it 
wonld,  perhaps,  be  requiring  too 
mnch  fc^m  her  to  expect  that  she 
should  provide  for  nortiiem  stations 
as-well. 

In  fact,  the  Astronomer  Royal,  in 
replying,  at  the  request  of  the 
Hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty,  to 
my  strictures  on  British  prepara- 
tions, dwelt  strongly  on  the  pro- 
bability that  no  effort  would  be 
made  to  occupy  northern  stations 
for  applying  Halley's  method.  So 
strongly  was  this  urged,  that  I  was 
for  a  time  under  the  impression 
that,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  this 
country  in  providing  for  southern 
stations,  Russia  had  given  up  the 
plans  she  certainly  had  once  enter- 
tained for  occupying  Nertchinsk  in 
Siberia.  Even  then  it  remained 
certain  that  northern  stations  suit- 
able for  applying  Halley*s  method 
would  be  occupied  by  Germany; 
but  certainly  it  seemed  as  if  the 
very  best  regions  were  not  to  be 
occupied. 

Now,  however,  news  of  the  most 
encouraging  kind  has  come  from 
Russia.  Our  five  stations  for 
applying  Delisle's  method  seem 
scarcely  to  be  sufficient  for  Great 
Britain's  share  in  this  important 
astronomical  work,  when  we  hear 
that  Russia  proposes  to  occupy  no 
fewer  than  twenty -seven  stations, 
amongst  which  eight  are  specially 
selected  for  the  application  of  Hal- 
ley's  method.  Nertchinsk  and  three 
stations  in  the  same  region  appear 
in  the  list  of  the  Russian  Astronomer 
Imperial.  When  it  is  mentioned 
tha^t  these  stations  lie  close  to  the 
pole  of  winter  cold,  that  is  to  the 
region  where  is  experienced  the 
greatest  cold  to  which  any  part  of 
our  earth  is  subjected  at  any  time  of 
the  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
occupation  of  these  stations  by  Russia 
in  December  is  as  great  a  sacrifice 
in  the  cause  of  science  as  would  be 


the  occupation  of  as  many  Antarctic 
or  sub- Antarctic  stations  at  a  season 
which  is  nearly  the  midsummer  d 
the  southern  hemisphere.  Winter- 
ing in  Possession  Island  wonld, 
indeed,  be  a  greater  feat,  and  wonld 
make  this  country /aa2e  princeps  in 
the  competition  lor  national  distinc- 
tion in  this  matter.  But  wintering  in 
Possession  Island  is  by  no  means  a 
sine  qud  non ;  and  the  occupation  of 
a  few  Antarctic  and  sub- Antarctic 
stations  would  anite  suffice  to  place 
this  country  in  ner  proper  position 
in  this  matter. 

Russia  occupies  a  series  of  sta- 
tions extending  from  the  extreme 
east  of  Siberia  to  the  Black  S^ 
in  an  unbroken  range.  Speaking 
generally,  it  may  be  said  ihat  the 
eastern  wing  of  tiie  Russian  army  of 
observers  is  intended  for  the  appH- 
cation  of  Delisle's  method  by  ob^- 
vation  of  the  beginning  of  the  transit, 
while  the  western  wing  is  intended 
for  the  application  of  Dehsle'smethod 
by  observation  of  the  end  of  the 
transit.  The  centre  of  the  Russian 
observing  army  is  the  Halleyan  corps. 

And  in  passing  I  may  note  as 
one  marked  advantage  of  applying 
Halley's  method,  even  in  cases  where 
it  is  not  so  well  suited  for  use  as  it 
has  been  shown  to  be  in  1874^  that 
it  provides  for  the  occupation  of 
regions  (one  northern  and  the  other 
southern)  intermediate  between  the 
four  regions  (two  northern  and  two 
southern)  which  are  most  suitable 
for  Delisle's  method.  When  we 
remember  the  possibility  of  doudy 
weather  at  many  of  the  observing 
stations  we  see  how  important  it  is 
that  the  chances  of  success  should 
be  made  as  numerous  as  possible. 
Especially  is  this  manifest  when  we 
note  that  Mlure  either  at  all  the 
northern  stations  or  at  all  the 
southern  stations  would  be  absolute 
^Ebilure  in  the  whole  matter,  for  in 
all  methods  comparison  has  to  be 
made  between  observations  at  north- 
em  and  at  southern  stations.  Now 
bad  weather  in  December  is  too 
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common  an  experience  in  the  nor- 
thern hemispliere  to  be  overlooked : 
it  mnst  indeed  be  reg^ded  aa  the 
most  momentous  of  all  the  possibili- 
ties of  failure.  It  is  not  counter- 
balanced in  any  way  bj  the  fact  that 
December  is  a  summer  month  in  the 
southern  hemisphere,  since  ahundred 
perfect  observations  in  the  south 
would  be  utterly  useless  if  no  suc- 
cessful observations  had  been  made 
in  the  north. 

But  it  may  be  argued  that  the 
northern  observing  region  is  to  be 
properly  manned,  and  that  therefore 
it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  so  strongly 
on  the  necessity.  To  this  I  reply 
that  the  manning  of  northern 
Halleyan  stations  will  be  useless 
unless  corresponding  southern  sta- 
tions are  occupied.  So  that  by 
leaving  such  southern  stations  un- 
provided for,  we  should  in  fact  be 
nullifying  a  portion  of  the  eflTorts 
made  for  providing  against  weather 
contingencies  in  the  north. 

Before  passing  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Russian  preparations  I 
may  remark  that  the  !^ussian  central 
force  will  occupy  a  region  not  very 
far  jfrom  that  part  of  North  India  to 
which  I  have  pointed  as  a  region 
which  this  country  ought  to  occupy. 
In  miles  the  distance  from  southern 
central  Siberia  to  North  India  is 
considerable ;  but  in  an  astronomical 
sense  and  with  special  reference  to 
the  approaching  transit  these  regions 
present  circumstances  far  more  nearly 
alike  than  would  be  supposed  from 
a  mere  study  of  a  geographical  chart. 
For  in  December  bol£  these  regions, 
as  seen  from  the  sun,  are  foreshortened 
and  thus  brought  into  apparent 
contiguity ;  in  other  words,  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  sun 
is  seen  from  these  regions  are 
rendered  similar.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  North  Indian  region  will 
after  all  be  occupied  by  this  country, 
and  in  force. 

The  plans  of  France  for  observing 
the  approaching  transit  have  not  as 
yet  been  defimtely  announced,  be- 


yond a  statement  (in  reply  to  a 
question  by  the  Astronomer  Royal) 
that  the  Marquesas  Islands  will  be 
occupied  for  the  purpose  of  apply- 
ing Delisle's  method.  Janssen,  how- 
ever, has  devised  a  very  ingenious 
method  for  taking  contact  observa- 
tions by  photography,  and  this  is 
specially  intended  to  improve  •the 
qualities  of  Halley's  method. 

Germany  has  in  a  very  decided^ 
manner  indicated  a  preference  for 
Halley's  method  by  selecting  for  a 
northern  station  Tchefoo  (a  coast 
town  on  the  peninsula  which  lies 
between  the « Yellow  Sea  and  the 
Gulf  of  Pe-che-lee),  since  this  sta- 
tion hasno  value  for  DeUsle'smethod. 
Professor  Auwers,  of  Berlin,  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  Lord  Lindsay, 
mentions  that  besides  the  expedition 
to  Tchefoo,  there  will  be  one  to  the 
Auckland  Islands  and  one  to  the- 
Macdonald  Islands,  ^  bn  t  in  the  event 
of  the  last-named  islands  presenting^ 
too  many  difficulties,  the  expedition^ 
intended  for  them  would  be  de- 
spatched to  the  Kerguelen  Islands/ 
The  Macdonald  Islands  lie  to  the 
south-east  of  Kerguelen  Island; 
the  Auckland  Islands  to  the  south 
of  the  New  Zealand  Islands.  Both 
the  Macdonalds  and  the  Aucklands 
are  better  southern  stations  for 
HAlley's  method  than  any  station  to 
be  occupied  by  Great  Britain,  and 
it  is  not  a  little  creditable  to  a  nation 
like  Germany,  not  specially  mari- 
time, that  it  should  thus  show  both 
England  and  America  (as  will 
presentiy  appear)  the  way  towards, 
the  Antarctic  and  sub-Antarctic: 
regions,  which  one  or  other  ought, 
to  occupy  in  force. 

The  special  aim  of  the  German 
astronomers,  however,  is  not  to 
apply  Halley's  method,  or  to  trust 
to  contact  observations  at  all,  but 
to  apply  what  is  called  the  direct 
method.  I  believe,  but  am  not  sure, 
that  I  was  the  first  to  point  out  not 
only  the  applicability  of  this  method, 
but  the  principles  on  which  the 
choice  of  stations  for  applying  it 
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should  depend.  The  method  is 
simplicity  itself.  Halley's  and 
Delisle's  methods  are  both  of  them 
devices  substituting  time  measure* 
ments  for  actual  measurements  of 
the  apparent  position  of  Y^ius  on 
the  sun's  face.  If  Yenus's  place 
could  be  directly  determined  as 
seen  at  one  and  the  same  epoch 
from  different  parts  of  the  earth, 
then  the  sun's  distance  would  be 
determinable  in  the  simplest  of  all 
ways,  since  we  only  use  the  other 
methods  to  enable  us  to  infer 
Venus's  displacement.  Hitherto 
the  observation  has  been  regarded 
as  too  difficult  to  be  attempted,  but 
observational  skill  and  appliances 
have  increased  so  greatly  of  late  as 
to  saggest  that  at  least  the  effort 
might  be  worth  making.  In  a  paper 
read  before  the  Astronomical  Society 
in  December  1869,*  I  showed  how 
Venus's  place  need  not  be  com- 
pletely determined  if  stations  were 
properly  selected,  but  only  her  dis- 
tance from  the  sun's  centre.  The 
advantage  of  thus  reducing  the 
work  to  be  done  at  each  observation 
is  obvious.  Venus  is  moving  all  the 
time  that  any  observiltion  is  being 
made,  and  therefore  each  observa- 
tion should  last  as  short  a  time  as 
possible.  Now,  if  one  had  to  deter- 
mine both  the  distance  and  bearing 
of  Venus  from  the  sun's  centre,  a 
<!onsiderable  interval  of  time  would 
necessarily  elapse  between  the  be- 
ginning and  end  of  the  operations ; 
the  more  so  that  the  two  elements 
are  determined  in  different  ways ; 
but  if  at  each  observation  only  the 
distance  of  Venus  from  the  sun's 
centre^  is  required,  the  time  is 
greatly  shortened.  The  Germans 
propose  to  observe  Venus  in  this 
way  at  the  above-named  stations 
and  at  the  Mauritius.  They  will 
also  send  a  photographic  expedition 
to  Persia. 


It  only  remains  that  I  should 
describe  how  America  proposes  to 
observe  the  approaching  transit. 

The  main  reliance  of  ^  Americaa 
astronomerB  will  be  upon  j^oto- 
graphs  of  the  sun  with  Venus  on 
his  disc,  taken  on  a  plan  described 
by  Professor  Newcomb  in  an  im- 
portant paper  on  the  subject  of  the 
transit.  The  choice  of  stations  lor 
applying  this  method  depends  on 
nearly  the  same  conditions  as  for 
applying  Bailey's  method.  Accord- 
ingly we  find  that  the  Americans 
will  occupy  stations  on  the  coast  of 
China,  Japan,  and  Siberia;  'one, 
probably,  at  Wladiwostok;  one  at 
or  near  Yokohama ;  one  near  Pekin, 
or  between  Peldn  and  the  coast; 
and  the  fourth  somewhere  in  Japan, 
Ghina,  or  the  adjacent  islands.'  All 
these  may  be  described  as  excellent 
Halleyan  stations.  Now  for  south- 
em  observations,  the  selection,  asthe 
Americans  well  remark,  is  more 
difficult.  ^  Our  choice,'  says  Beai*- 
Admiral  Sands,  in  a  letter  to  Sir  G. 
Airy,  '  seems  to  be  confined  to  Ker- 
guelen  Island,  Tasmania,  Southern 
New  Zealand,  and  Auckland  or 
Chatham  Island.  The  most  favour- 
able of  these  stations  is  probably 
Kerguelen  Island,  which  you  men- 
tion among  those  you  purpose  to 
occupy  yourselfi  and  whichi  oelievo 
the  Germans  also  intend  to  occupy. 
It  is  a  delicate  question  whether 
there  are  not  very  grave  objections 
to  having  so  many  stations  together.' 
'  In  addition  to  these  photographic 
stations,  it  is  our  wish  to  comply 
with  your  desire  that  we  should 
occupy  a  station  in  the  Pacific. 
Here  we  prefer  one  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  as  distant  as  possible  from 
the  point  you  may  select.  The  ob- 
jection to  occupying  a  station  so 
near  yours  seems  to  be  counter- 
balanced  by  the  very  flEtvoun^Ie 
conditions  of  that  group,  bot^  astro- 


•  It  appears  in  my  Essays  on  Astronomy,  recently  published. 

*  I  write  thus  for  the  sake  of  simplicity  of  expression.     As  a  matter  of  fiict  the  distance 
of  Venus  from  the  edge  of  the  sun  is  what  the  observer  actually  determines. 
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nomicallj  and  meteorologically,  and 
by  its  accessibility  fipom  our  western 
coast.'  As  the  whole  transit  *  will 
be  visible  from  all  the  photogi-aphic 
stations,  it  is  intended  to  observe 
them  with  five-inch*  telescopes. 

Now  let  the  following  startling 
facts  be  noted  in  conclusion.  If 
there  is  bad  weather  either  in  the 
Sandwich  Isles  on  one  side,  or  at 
the  Mauritius  group  and  Kerguelen 
Island  on  the  other,  Delisle's  method 
applied  to  the  beginning  of  the 
trEuisit  will  fail  totally.  If  there  is 
bad  weather  either  in  the  New 
Zealand  Islands,  or  at  the  opposite 
northern  stations,  Delisle*s  method 
applied  to  the  end  of  the  transit  will 
fSiil  totally.  There  would  remain, 
then,  only  the  chances  depending  on 
the  three  methods  which  require 
that  the  whole  transit  should  be 
seen.  For  these  methods  ample  pro- 
vision has  been  made  in  the  northern 
hemisphere,  by  Russia,  Germany, 
and  America ;  so  much  so  that  Eng- 
land's neglect  as  regards  her  North 
Indian  stations  becomes  of  relative- 
ly small  importance.  But,  in  the 
southern  hemisphere,  Kerguelen  Is- 
land is  the  only  really  well-placed 
station  to  be  occupied  for  applying 
these  methods,  and  at  Kerguelen 
Island  fine  weather  occurs  on  about 
one  day  in  ten.  There  remain 
the  Macdonald  Islands,  suggested 


only  for  occupation  by  Germany, 
but  unlikely  to  be  occupied  except 
by  a  specially  nautical  nation.  Yet 
the  whole  space  between  Kerguelen 
Island,  Enderby  Land,  Possession 
Island,  and  Auckland  Island,  is 
suitable  for  the  three  methods  (and 
also,  be  it  noted  as  important,  for 
Delisle's method).  There  are  several 
islands  scattered  over  this  region, 
and  probably  many  others  which 
have  not  yet  been  discovered.  It  is 
most  unfortunate  that  nothing  has 
been  done,  during  the  four  years 
which  have  passed  since  I  noted 
these  facts,  to  make  reconnaissances 
over  the  whole  of  this  region ;  but 
surely  it  will  be  even  more  unfortu- 
nate if  no  station  is  occupied  in  it. 
Of  the  duty  of  Great  Britain  in  this 
matter  I  have  spoken  earnestly,  be- 
cause I  feel  warmly.  Viewing  the 
matter  as  an  Enghshman,  I  may 
say  that  I  should  feel  concerned  if 
this  duty,  neglected  thus  fjEur  by  us, 
should  be  undertaken  by  America, 
the  country  to  which,  next  after  us, 
the  duty  belongs.  But  viewing  the 
matter  as  a  student  of  science,  my 
great  wish  is  to  see  due  advantage 
taken  of  the  great  opportunity  af- 
forded by  the  approaching  transit, 
without  specially  caring  whether 
this  country  or  another  obtain 
more  honour  in  accomplishing  the 
task. 
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IT  is  a  truism  to  say,  though  it 
is  scarcely  enongb  reiEdised,  that 
the  writings  of  St.  Paul  are  hard  to 
he  understood.  Judging  from  what 
goes  on  hefore  our  eyes, — everybody 
trying  to  do  something  for  St. 
Paul,  everybody  who  can  got  a 
few  idiots  to  listen  aspiring  to 
interpret  this  mighty  inspiration, — 
it  would  seem  that  it  is  easy  enough 
to  understand  him.  The  ^t  is, 
that  most  of  us  having  heard  him 
read  from  our  veiy  youth,  when, 
of  course,  we  could  not  understand 
a  single  syllable,  have  g^wn  up 
without  ever  asking  ourselves  what 
he  really  did  mean.  We  are  quite 
satisfied  with  hearing  a  sound  of 
words  familiar  to  us,  and  it  suits 
our  laziness  admirably,  if  a  meaning 
must  need  be  adopted,  to  swallow 
wholesale  the  traditional  view 
stamped  with  the  etiquette  of  the 
Church.  It  is  only  when  we  set 
out  by  ourselves  that  we  discover 
that  we  are  in  a  land  bristling 
with  immense  fortresses  and  pre- 
senting well-nigh  insuperable  diffi- 
culties. Then  it  is  too  late  to  turn 
back,  and  we  must  go  on  with  the 
cry  of  the  brave  queen,  *  If  I  perish, 
I  perish.' 

There  are  many  reasons  why, 
after  eighteen  centuries  of  elaborate 
research  and  microscopical  investi- 
gation, it  should  still  remain  a 
matter  of  difficulty  to  interpret  St. 
Paul.  Difficulties  may  have  been 
and  are  being  removed  as  time  rolls 
on,  and  culture,  of  which  we  hear 
so  much,  advances,  but  others  come 
in  their  place.  Our  linraistic 
knowledge  is  greater  than  that  of 
our  ancestors,  it  is  true,  but  the 
study  of  that  strange  langpiage, 
bom  of  a  union  between  Greece  and 
the  East,  the  kocv^,  is  still  sadly 
neglected.  Our  theologians  devote 
themselves  almost  exclusively  to  the 


study  of  classical  Gh'eek.  And  we 
have  hardly  any  idea  of  the  mighty 
revolution  made  by  Christianiij 
in  the  very  language.  The  new 
ideas  required  a  form  of  expres- 
sion ;  moreover  the  peculiar  Chris- 
tianity of  St.  Paul  stood  in  need 
of  a  special  phraseology.  Henoe 
the  many  drai  Xeyo^eva,  the 
creation  of  new  words  and  the 
remodelling  of  old  ones.  Besides 
the  difficulty  of  the  language,  there 
is  the  peculiar  style  of  the  AposUe. 
The  raiders  of  our  authorised  trans- 
lation find  him  oft  quite  unintel- 
ligible, and  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
they  have,  on  the  whole,  no  high 
idea  of  his  literary  ability.  His  style 
is  indeed  oft  heavy,  his  sentences 
are  involved,  and  his  parentheses, 
as  we  all  Imow,  seem  many  and 
endless.  Dormitat  quandoque  howM 
PauluSy  or  at  any  rate  his  amanu- 
ensis. Yet  his  style  is  wonderful. 
Le  style  c^est  Vhomme.  He  lacks 
the  correctness  and  ofb  wearisome 
polish  which  are  the  result  of  study 
and  training;  but  his  lang^uage  is 
the  adequate  vehicle  of  his  thoughts 
and  the  spotless  mirror  in  which 
his  feelings  and  emotions  are  faith- 
fully reflected.  He  is  ofb  very 
happy  in  the  choice  of  his  expres- 
sions, he  is  ofb  the  reverse  ;  but  he 
is  always  himself.  There  is  his 
mighty  individuality  in  every  word 
which  he  writes;  sometimes  his 
style  flows  on  majestically  and 
calmly,  at  other  times  it  rashes 
past  impetuously,  hurried  on  by  a 
mighty  tempest  of  ideas  and  a  very 
storm  of  emotions ;  at  all  times  it 
bears  the  stamp  of  truth. 

These  are,  however,  the  outlying 
forts.  After  having  mastered  them 
the  real  difficulty  commences.  Were 
the  thirteen  Epistles  in  our  Bible 
written  by  St.  Paul  himself?  If 
this  be  answered  in  the  affirmative^ 
there  arises  a  question  of  chrono- 
logy, aU-important  because  without 
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Having  settled  it  we  cannot  trace 
tlie  development  of  doctrine  of  the 
Apostle.  Then  coming  to  the 
iBpistles  themselves,  we  mnst  re- 
member that  they  were  all  pieces 
d' occasion.  They  were  written  for  a 
special  purpose  to  a  special  Ghnrch 
in  special  circumstances.  They 
-were  oft  written  to  combat  certain 
heterodoxies  and  heresies  with 
which  we  are  bat  imperfectly  ac- 
quainted. The  Apostle  had  no  idea 
that  they  would  be  preserved,  and  in 
many  Churchesof  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury supplant  the  Gospel.  Else  sure- 
ly he  would  have  le^  many  things 
unsaid,  and  said  many  other  things.' 
There  would,  no  doubt,  have  been 
many  alterations  in  form  and  matter. 
Another  difficulty  arises  from  the 
fact  that  the  Apostle  was  too  fond  of 
paradoxes.  Truth  is,  no  doubt,  a 
great  paradox,  and  if  one  loves  not 
paradoxes  one  does  not  love  truth. 
The  Apostle  walks  like  a  powerful 
Blondin  o.n  the  cord  of  his  rea- 
soning over  the  Niagara  of  the  very 
deepest  questions  which  have  agi- 
tated the  heart  of  humanity  since 
its  creation.  Skilful,  confident,  bold, 
verging  on  the  reckless,  he  passes 
before  us — is  it  wonderful  that 
we  should  oft  be  unable  to  follow 
him  ?  After  all,  the  chief  difficulty 
is  that  he  was  a  thorough  Eastern 
Jew.  He  was  the  greatest  Jew 
the  world  has  seen.  His  classical 
culture  was  far  from  being  exten- 
sive or  profound.  He  writes  better 
Greek  than  the  author  of  the  Apo- 
calypse, or  than  the  Apostles  St. 
Peter  and  St.  John;  he  quotes 
Menander,  Epimenides,  and  Aratus, 
one  of  his  countrymen;  but  to  build 
on  such  a  foundation  the  fabric 
of   a  considerable    knowledge    of 


classical  literature  is  simply  absurd. 
At  first,  it  seems  strange  that  the 
Apostle  should  have  been  deficient 
in  Greek  culture.  ^  I  am  a  Jew  of 
Tarsus,  a  city  in  Gilicia,  a  citizen 
of  no  mean  city,'  he  exclaimed,  as 
he  stood  on  the  steps  which  joined 
the  Roman  citadel  to  the  Jewish 
temple.  The  fond  pride  with 
which  he  thus  mentioned  his  native 
town  was  more  than  justified. 
The  history  of  her  foundation  is 
shrouded  in  the  mists  of  a  fabulous 
antiquity,  but  as  she  emerges  in 
the  light  of  day  she  is  found  to 
be  one  of  the  great  commercial 
cities  and  chief  seats  of  learning  in 
Asia  Minor.  Under  her  voluptuous 
sky  flourished  arts  and  sciences 
and  trades;  along  the  banks  of 
her  river,  the  Oydnus — on  which 
Antony  and  Cleopatra  once  had 
met  for  an  interview  which  decided 
the  fate,  not  merely  of  Rome,  but 
of  the  world — ^wandered  the  great 
masters  whose  fame  was  spread  all 
over  AsiaMinor,  and  whose  learning 
attracted  young  men  eagerly  thirst- 
ing after  knowledge. 

In  this  city,  where  Athenodorus, 
the  master  of  Seneca,  was  bom,  was 
born  the  great  Jewish  Stoic  Paul;  in 
her  streets  he  spent  the  days  of  his 
childhood  and  youth,  and  in  her 
schools  he  received  those  first  im- 
pressions which  are  indelible,  and 
that  culture  on  which  afterwards 
when  writing  to  the  Corinthians  he 
looked  down,  deeming  the  'foolish- 
ness of  preaching  *  far  above  the 
*  wisdom  of  the  world.*  But  most 
probably  he  left  Tarsus  when  fifteen 
years  old ;  and,  besides,  culture  is 
altogether  a  Japhetic  idea,  not 
understood  nor  appreciated  by 
Shem.^      The  young  enthusiastic 


1  One  cannot  be  too  carefnl  in  making  such  a  remark.  Historical  criticism  is  pouring 
&om  its  height  a  flood  of  light  on  the  darkest  comers.  We  now  know  that  the  cloak 
about  which  St.  Paul  writes  was  a  cope,  and  that  he  used  the  word  not  to  offend  the  then 
Low  Church  party.  The  parchment  he  mentions  contained  the  proof-sheets  of  the  first 
edition  of  the  Anglican  Prayer  Book.  As  he  thought  that  he  might  possibly  visit  Ghreat 
Britain  some  time  or  other,  he  wished  to  carry  it  himself,  so  as  to  save  expenses. 

*  I  need  hardly  say,  that  though  the  Aryan  idea  of  culture  is  foreign  to  Shem,  it  has  a 
special  culture  of  its  own.  Matthew  Arnold,  '  treating  Hebrew  things  with  the  scornful 
insolence  natural  to  a  Greek,'  might  allow  a  share  of  intellect  to  the  Hebrew  race. 
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Jew,  bronght  up  in  iihe  most  ortho- 
dox tenets  and  in  accordance  with 
the  strictest  traditions  of  Judaism, 
most  likely  did  never  more  than 
tolerate  it.  He  had  no  love  for 
the  *  religion  of  the  beautiful ; '  he 
had  no  longings  to  recall  the  gods 
of  Greece  and  to  see  the  deserted 
shrines  once  more  peopled.  His 
traditions  led  him  to  look  upon  the 
worship  of  Tarsus  as  idolatry ;  as 
he  passed  her  temples  and  monu- 
ments, and  was  now  and  then  the 
involuntary  witness  of  the  mysteri* 
ous,  oft  impure  rites,  which  formed 
part  of  the  services,  he  felt  what 
he  afterwards  embodied  in  the  first 
chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Ro- 
mans, and  would  &in  have  imitated 
the  example  of  the  iconoclastic 
young  Abraham.  What  attraction 
could  a  laughing  Yenus  or  a 
charming  Oupid  exercise  on  this 
serious  Shemitic  nature,  which 
has  felt  more  than  any  that  in- 
expressible *  Weltschmerz  '  and  the 
deep  need  of  consolation  of  an  old 
world  lying  in  the  pangs  of  death  ? 
Now  commences  the  *  Sturm  und 
Drangperiode'  of  St.  Paul.  He  was 
sent  to  Jerusalem,  and  became  one 
of  ihe  Pharisees.  The  Pharisees 
were  the  creators  of  Judaism  and 
the  national  party  par  excellence. 
They  were  men  of  great  learning 
and  astonishing  ingenuity,  devoting 
themselves  to  the  study  of  law  or 
Jewish  Chokma,  or  the  exercise  of 
practical  philanthropy.  They  were 
the  bearers  of  the  spirit  of  the  old 
theocracy,  stem,  uncompromising, 
exclusive,  with  its  twofold  motto: 
*Noli  me  tangere'  and  *Non  possu- 
mus.*  Such  an  atmosphere  was 
undoubtedly  congenial  to  him.  At 
Tarsus,  in  die  midst  of  Greeks,  he 
had  never  felt  at  home ;  and  though 
his  lot  was  afterwards  much  cast 
among  Greek  populations,  it  always 
cost  him  a  great  effort  to  under- 
stand them.  His  master  was  Rab- 
ban  Gtonaliel,  *the  glory  of  the 
law,'  the  grandson  of  the  Liberal- 
Conservative    Hillel,    the    famous 


rival  of  Shammai.  Gkunaliel  is 
supposed  to  have  advocated  charity 
above  dogmas,  and  to  have  recom- 
mended the  non-intervention  policy, 
based  on  a  j^hilosophical  cabn,  the 
characteristic  of  gods  and  the  envy 
of  mortals.  He  seemed  to  have 
taken  to  heart  the  precept,  which 
his  grandfather  gave  to  a  heathen, 
who  wished  to  be  converted  and  to 
be  taught  the  whole  law  while  he 
stood  on  one  foot :  *  What  is  un- 
pleasant  to  thyself  do  not  thou  to 
thy  neighbour.  This  is  the  whole 
law.  Ail  else  is  but  a  commentary 
on  it.     Depart  and  learn  it.' 

With  what  intense  ardour  the 
young  Pharisee  must  have  thrown 
himself  into  the  work  before  him 
can  scarcely  be  imagined.  Naturally 
of  a  melancholy-choleric  tempera- 
ment, owing  to  physical  causes,  he 
was  not  likely  to  underrate  the  diffi- 
culties in  his  way.  But  he  had  an 
undaunted  spirit,  and  '  Im  Anfemg 
war  die  That'  was  the  great  maxim 
which  he  endeavoured  to  carry  into 
prac:tice.  Gifted  with  a  brilliant 
versatile  intellect,  a  bold  intuition, 
and  great  powers  of  refiectiony  he 
might  have  become  a  passionate 
Hillel,  and  poured  fresh  life  into 
the  veins  of  dying  Judaism. 

So  much  is  certain,  that  he  be- 
came a  master  in  Babbinism.  In 
all  his  life,  his  mode  of  expressing 
his  thoughts,  his  arguments,  and  his 
style,  he  became  a  Rabbinical  Jew. 
Hence  the  many  curious  expres- 
sions, the  strange  turns  of  thought, 
the  singular  proofs,  the  seeming 
quibbles,  the  apparent  want  of  logic 
(Gal.  iii.  l6 ;  iv.  24 ;  Rom.  iii.  i  &.; 
2  Cor.  V.  II  and  many  others) — 
phenomena  which  startle  the  Wes- 
tern reader,  but  do  not  at  all 
astonish  an  Oriental  Jew.  The 
method  of  St.  Paul  is  that  of  the 
Jewish  schools  ;  he  has  nothing  to 
do  with  AristotJe.  He  is  an  essen- 
tial creation  of  the  first  centuiy 
and  the  school  of  the  Pharisees. 
His  logic  is  of  the  very  severest 
order,  but  it  is  like  a  path  in  a 
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dense  forest,  clearly  marked,  in- 
deed, to  the  children  of  the  forest^ 
but  traced  with  difficulty  by  the 
eyes  of  a  stranger.  For  there  are 
many  unforeseen  windings  ai^d  hnge 
trees  with  dense  foliage^  making  the 
search  difficult  and  throwing  their 
shadow  across  the  narrow  path. 
St.  Paul  displays  everywhere  a 
profound  knowledge  of  ike  Jewish 
Scriptures  and  traditional  iaterpre- 
tations.  The  basis  on  which  his 
theology  rests  is  that  of  the  Old 
Testament ;  nay,  more  than  this,  in 
his  theology  he  seldom  goes  beyond 
it.  He  has  created  no  new  theo- 
logy; if  Christianity  is  theology, 
then  the  Christianity  of  St.  Paul 
is  at  the  very  best  a  Judaism  com- 
pleted. 

I  have  dwelt  long  on  the  Jewish 
character  of  the  Pauline  theology 
because  it  is  the  rock  on  which  so 
many  of  his  interpreters  are  miser- 
ably stranded.  To  stand  on  a  Greek 
platform,  to  interpret  him  in  accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  culture,  must 
lead  to  strange  misconceptions  and 
huge  misunderstandings.  It  will 
fail  to  bring  out  the  real  St.  Paul. 
Our  great  modem  Athenians  on 
the  banks  of  the  Seine  and  of 
the  Isis  most  become  Jews  if 
they  wish  to  tell  us  not  merely 
what  St.  Paul  may  have  meant,  but 
what  he  did  mean.  Otherwise  men 
will  hesitate  to  accept  the  salvation 
so  freely  bestowed,  and  continue  to 
ask  whether  these  '  Zeitbilder  '  are 
not  in  reality  so  many  *  Zerrbilder.' 
Perhaps  on  a  future  day,  when  we 
have  taken  enough  of  the  *  lumps 
of  Amoldian  delight,  sweet  reason- 
ableness,' we  shall  rest  and  be 
thankM,  but  that  day  is  still  in 
the  dim  distance. 

Lastly,  to  close  this  chapter  of 
difficuliaes,  we  have  not  *the  spirit,' 
as  St.  Paul  would  have  called  it, 
that  is,  we  are  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  intense  earnestness  and 
mysticism  of  the  ApostoHcal  age. 
"Wliat  to  us  seems  a  mere  figure  of 
speech  was  to  the  Apostle  an  intense 


reality,  for  which  he  lived  and  diedt 
We  play  with  his  ideas,  as  if  they 
wei'e  toys  given  to  amuse  us,  and  we 
forget  that  to  him  they  were  que&» 
tions  of  life  or  death.  We  forget 
that  he  obtained  them  at  the  price 
of  great  suffering,  that  he  trod  a 
via  dolorosa^  and  marked  every 
step  with  tears  and  blood,  that 
he  found  them  on  the  edge  of  a 
deep  precipice.  We  know  no  longer 
*  den  Schmerz  der  Wahrheit,'  and 
hence  we  have  no  longer  the  intense 
love,  the  loyalty,  the  devotion  to  it 
which  characterised  our  Christian 
Demiurges.  Eighteen  centuries 
have  cooled  the  love  which  kindled 
the  fire  that  created  a  new  world* 
Mechanism  and  magic  have  taken 
the  place  of  that  living,  all-absorb- 
ing love.  Surely  if  we  felt  more, 
we  should  understand  more,  on  ra 
oaoiov  T^  dfxoiip  avdyKtji  hel  (piXoy 
uvai.  (*And  Divine  things  must 
be  loved  in  order  to  be  known.') 


We  shall  return  to  St.  Paul's 
theology  hereafter  :  meanwhile  we 
have  done  enough  in  stating  some 
of  the  difficulties  which  accompany 
every  enquiry  into  it ;  and  we  beg  to 
suggest  the  question,  whether  it  is 
worth  while  to  drag  her  down  from 
heaven  and  to  put  her  in  the  market 
place,  instead  of  leaving  her  amidst 
her  native  air  ? 

Fichte  has  said,  '  Our  intellectual 
system  is  oft  nothing  but  the 
history  of  our  heart.*  This  is 
especially  true  in  the  case  of  St. 
Paul.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to 
touch,  however,  briefly  upon  his 
personal  history.  The  *  Sturm  und 
Drangperiode/  to  which  we  referred 
reached  its  cHmaz  when  the  scholar, 
instead  of  trusting  to  an  intellectual 
defence  of  Judaism,  took  the  sword. 
Repose  was  never  one  of  his  charac- 
teristics— the  nature  of  the  wolf  of 
Benjamin  was  never  thoroughly 
tamed;  but  this  intense  restlessness, 
this  want  of  faith  in  a  moral  victory, 
this  active  hati*ed-^the  Devil  abne 
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is  supposed  to  bate  for  the  mere 
pleasure  of  hating — reveal  to  ns  his 
inward  state.  He  had  evidently 
mis^vings ;  he  had  commenced  to 
doubt,  and  entered  on  the  first  stage 
of  that  intense  stmggle  which  led 
him  to  the  very  gates  of  death  that 
thence  he  might  pass  to  his  resurrec- 
tion. The  *  vermittelnde  *  theology  of 
Gramaliel  bad  not  been  able  to  satisfy 
this  thorough,  passionate  nature, 
abhorring  nothing  so  much  as  luke- 
warmness  and  haUness.  What  more 
natural  than  that  he  should  have 
made  an  attempt  to  drown  the 
unwelcome  doubts  which  were 
endeavouring  to  gain  the  mastery 
over  him  ?  He  took  to  persecuting 
those  with  whom  unconsciously  he 
had  points  of  affinity.  And  one  of 
the  martyrs  had  his  revenge.  What 
else  is  this  great  'Apostle  of  the 
Gentiles  'but a  colossal  St.  Stephen? 
One  day  on  the  road  to  Damascus 
the  heavens  were  opened  to  him. 
There  flashed  upon  him  the  ideal,  and 
in  its  light  he  saw  the  real.  Over- 
powered he  fell  to  the  ground,  and 
when  he  rose  again  his  life  was 
changed.  For  life  is  devotion  to  an 
idea,  the  pursuit  of  an  ideal ;  a  great 
revulsion  had  taken  place  in  his 
feelings  and  in  his  idea,  and  hence 
in  his  life.  Three  days  he  spent 
in  silence  and  solitude.  In  the 
seventh  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Bomans  he  has  described  the 
struggle  through  which  he  passed. 
It  was  severe  and  protracted;  he 
was  one  of  the  violent  that  take  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  by  force.  Pro- 
strated before  that  great  new 
spiritual  power,  in  contemplation  of 
that  moral  grandeur  revealed  to 
him,  he  spent  three  weary  days. 
Intellectually  he  had  no  doubts  ;  it 
was  a  moral  struggle  in  which  he 
was  engaged.  Then  out  of  the 
doubt  that  weeps,  that  suffers,  that 
bleeds,  which  is  in  itself  religion, 
was  bom  the  system  afterwards 
matured  and  developed  by  reflection 
and  experience.  The  analysis  of 
his  religious  consciousness  followed 


hereafter,  but  when  the  three  days 
were  over  he  felt  above  all  a  Divine 
calm,  a  superhuman  peaoe,  a  more 
than  natural  joy.  *  Nehmt  die 
Gottheit  auf  in  euren  Willen  und 
sie  steigt  von  ihrem  Weltenthron.* 
For  his  conscience  had  received  the 
supreme  good  and  his  reason 
acknowledged  it  as  the  supreme 
truth,  and  in  the  union  of  the 
two  his  heart  adored  the  supreme 
beauty. 

A  moral  moralist  is  a  strange 
sight.  It  seems  that  those  who  at- 
tempt to  cure  others  cannot  cure 
themselves.  But  in  the  very  highest 
moralist  there  is  no  such  antagonism 
between  theory  and  practice,  precept 
and  life.  St.  Paul  at  any  rate  could 
say  of  himself  when  standing  before 
the  highest  tribunal  of  his  nation : 
'  Men  and  brethren,  I  have  lived  in 
all  good  conscience  brfore  God  until 
this  day.'  Before  the  change  that 
took  place  on  the  way  to  Damasciu 
his  morality  had  be^  that  of  the 
*  categorical  imperative ; '  afterwards 
it  had  been  that  of  Christ.  But 
throughout  he  had  exercised  him- 
self to  have  always  a  conscience 
void  of  offence  toward  God  and 
toward  men. 

The  conscience !  What  is  it  ? 
Whence  is  it  ?  What  place  does  it 
occupy  in  man  ?  Every  philosophy 
that  soars  beyond  phosphorus  and 
bile,  that  finds  the  fatherland  of 
humanity  not  in  a  zoological  garden, 
but  believes  in  a  moral  life — a  spe- 
cial life  of  humanity,  a  moral  world 
governed  by  special  laws — must 
make  the  attempt  to  solve  the  ques- 
tion. St.  Paul  is  the  first  among 
the  Hebrews  who  made  the  effort; 
in  his  Epistles  the  idea  of  the  con- 
science is  for  the  first  time  dear- 
ly expressed,  and  its  significanoe 
pointed  out.  It  was  the  fruit  of 
those  hours  of  agony  when  the  tide 
of  a  mighty  revelation  swept  over 
him. 

The  Hebrew  language,  it  has 
been  remarked,  has  no  word  to  ex- 
press the  idea  of  the  consdeiLoe. 
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The  Tory  riohest  theologioal  lan- 
guage in  the  world  has  no  word  for 
the  moral  fsk^nliy.    The  conscienoe 
must  be  there,  for  it  constitutes  the 
very  idea  of  man.    Bat  its  cry  is 
feeble,  for  it  is  drowned  by  the 
ihnnders  of   Sinai,  and  its  form 
slirinks  into  insignificant    dimen- 
sions before  the  lightning  that  sur- 
rounds the  mountain  top  with  a 
halo  of  fire.    An  intensely  theolo- 
gical age  is  not  favourable  to  the 
development  of  the  conscience.     It 
is  evidently  as  unfedr  to  take  David 
as  the  representative  of  Old  Testa- 
ment Judaism,  as  it  would  be  to 
take  Plato  as  the  representative  of 
Hellenism.     The  effect    produced 
npon  the  masses  is  the  great  crite- 
rion of  a  theology  or  a  re%ion.  The 
promulgation  of  the  law — and  here 
we  must  remember  that  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  Decalogue  and  the 
ceremonial  law  is  unknown  to  the 
Old   Testament  and  not  acknow- 
ledged by  St.  Paul,  and  that  every 
partide  of  the  law  was  equally  bind- 
ing— seemingly  resting  on  nothing 
else  but  outward  auti^ority,  had  a 
twofold  result :  it  either  drove  men 
into  open  rebellion,  or  it  made  them 
yield  an  unreasoning,  implicit  obe- 
dience.    The  former  state  ib  im- 
moral, and  the  latter  may  be  desig- 
nated as  not  yet  moral.    Hence  the 
prophets,  who  were  the   embodi- 
ment of   the  nation's  conscience, 
endeavoured  to  rouse  the  slumber- 
ing moral  consciousness.     In  those 
matchless  tweniy-seven  chapters  of 
the  second  part  of  Isaiah,  where  the 
Old  Testament  reaches  its  climax, 
the  great  name  by  which  the  Qod 
of  lerael  is  known  is  the  Holy  One. 
For  when  Qod  is  acknowledged  as 
the  Holy  One,  when  His  will  as 
expressed  in  the  law  is  looked  upon 
as  Holiness,  then  only  is  the  indi- 
vidual placed  in  a  true  relation  to- 
wards the  objective  law,  because 
he  becomes  conscious  within,  not 
merely  of  a  feeling  of  absolute  de- 
pendence, inseparable  from  the  idea 
of  the  creature,  but  of  oonmiunion 


between  God   and    himself.    And 
thus  the  conscience  is  awakened. 

TheBible  of  Hellas  is  thelliad  and 
the  Odyssey,     The  word  avvei^riffic 
is,  I  believe,  not  found  in  any  Oreek 
author  before   the  Christian    era. 
But  it  would  have  been  strange  if 
the  anthropological  mind  of  Hellas 
had  been  without    the    idea.     In 
Homer  the  existence  of  the  con- 
science is  acknowledged,  and   he 
speaks  of  it  as  feeling  indignant  at 
the  sight  of  evil,  and  as  a  standing 
in  fear  of  the  gods.    In  the  terrible 
'Epcvvvfc,  who  avenge  crimes  and 
torture  the  criminals,  the  poets  have 
embodied  the  terrors  of  an  evil  con- 
science.   Juvenal  excels  in  describ- 
ing the  anguish  of  a  bad  conscience. 
Many  passages,  too,  are  found  in 
'  Seneca  noster,'  where  he  speaks  of 
the  *  consciousness  of  good  '  within 
us.    He,  too,  abounds  in  pictures  of 
the    wicked  trembling  after   they 
have  done  their  evil  deeds,  their  con- 
science not  permitting  them  to  rest, 
and  expecting  the  pumshment  which 
they  deserve.    But  the  culminating 
point  is  reached,  I  need  hardly  say, 
in  Socrates  and  Plato.     Their  ap- 
pearance is  like  a  flash  of  lightning 
revealing  the  upward  path  along 
which  humanity  has  to  traveL     It 
would  be  easy  enough  to  multi- 
ply quotations,   and   it  might  be 
shown  that  amongst  the  leaders  of 
Greek  thought  there  were  many 
philosophical  ideas  about  the  con- 
science.    But  a  philosophy  of  the 
conscience  there  was  no6,  there  could 
not  be.     The  ethical  is  always  sub- 
ordinate to  the  physical ;  that  they 
have  each  a  special  sphere  with 
laws  peculiar  to  each  is  not  acknow- 
ledged.    Though  Plato  has  indeed 
attributed  aU   perfections   to   the 
Godhead,  he  has  never  attained  the 
idea  of  holiness  propagated  by  the 
prophets  of  Judea.  Power  belonged 
to  tiie  gods  of  Hellas,  but  not  holi- 
ness.   The  moral  ideal  was  not  in 
the  Olympus ;  it  was  the  privilege 
of  the  gods  to  be  immoral.     Man 
was  in  realiiy  greater  than  the  gods, 
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and  the  moment  he  became  con- 
scions  of  it  his  religion  was  doomed. 
For  religion  is  the  ideal,  and  the 
ideal  cannot  be  beneath  ns.  Under 
snch  circnmstances  the  moral  sense 
of  the  individual  and  the  moral 
sense  of  the  nation  conld  not 
develop. 

St.  Paul  pronounced  for  the  first 
time  the  word  (rvyti^rifftCi  and  be- 
cameits  Apostle.  The  Apostle,  speak- 
ing of  the  day  of  judgment,  *  when 
Gt>d  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men 
by  Jesus  Christ,'  declares  that  the 
heathen,  though  to  them  is  given 
no  revelation,  can  be  saved.  *  For 
a  (Jentile,  which  has  not  the  law, 
may  do  by  nature  the  things  con- 
tained in  the  law.  In  such  a  case, 
not  having  the  law,  he  is  a  law  unto 
himself.  But  he  might  say  that  he 
could  not  fulfil  the  law,  for  he  knew 
it  not.  Then  his  conscience  will 
rise  up  as  a  witness  to  declare  that 
the  law  was  written  in  his  heart. 
Thereupon  will  arise  a  struggle  be- 
tween his  thoughts:  they  will  accuse 
or  else  excuse  one  another,  and  the 
conscience  will  listen  in  silence  and 
confirm  the  sentence  that  will  be 
pronounced. '  This  is  the  principal 
passage  (Rom.  ii.  14,  15,  16)  in 
which  St.  Paul  speaks  of  the  con- 
science. It  is  psychologically  in- 
teresting because  it  shows  that  the 
Apostle  adopts  the  view  of  the  Old 
Testament)  according  to  which  the 
heart  is  the  central  organ  in  man. 
But  the  centre  of  the  heart  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  Apostle,  the  con- 
science. Within  each  hetu^t,  because 
he  is  a  human  being,  there  is  the 
consciousness  of  a  moral  relation  in 
which  man  is  placed  towards  the 
Moral  Ideal,  which  is  God  the 
*  Holy  One.'  Higher  than  the  law 
written  on  pieces  of  stone  hewn 
out  of  the  rocks  and  given  to  a 
small  Shemitic  tribe,  is  that  law 
engraved  indelibly  by  Gkni's  finger 
on  the  heart  of  humanity.  The 
will  of  God  revealed  to  the  Jews 
in  a  positive  law  is  manifest  in 
man's  moral  nature.     Man  knows 


it;  he  has  bat  to  look  within,  or 
to  listen  to  the  voice  that  declares 
the  fiEtct  of  this  Divine  manifesta- 
tion. Obey  the  law,  says  the  voice, 
live  in  accordance  with  thy  moral 
nature,  set  not  up  thine  own  will 
against  it,  but  submit  thyself,  and 
thus  thou  shalt  do  thy  duty.  If  thou 
wilt  act  thus,  thy  act  is  to  be  ap- 
proved of;  if  not,  thy  act  is  to  be 
condemned. 

Here,  then,  is  the  isust  of  the 
conscience    not    merely    acknow- 
ledged, but  its  genesis  and  its  func- 
tions defined.      It    testifies  of    a 
moral     relation,    it    commands    a 
manifestation    of    it    in  life,   and 
points  to  man's  moral  destiny.     On 
such    a    basis    the   Apostle  could 
appeal  to  the  heathen  world.     He 
appealed    to  that  of   which  they 
were  conscious    themselves.      No 
responsibility,  hence  no  guilt,  could 
possibly  have  attached  to  them  had 
they  been  born  without  a  conscience, 
or  had    any  event   been    able  to 
destroy    it.      But    now,    phmtine 
himseLT  on  the  fact  aclmowledgea 
by  themselves,  he  can  boldly  ask 
them    to     interrogate    their    con- 
science.     What  is  its  testimony? 
Does  their  conscience  commend  or 
condemn  them  ?      If  it  commends 
them,  it  is  because  they  have  obeyed 
the  law  of  their  moral  nature,  and 
they  will  have  a  good  conscience; 
if  it  condemns  them,  it  is  because 
they  have    been  disobedient,  and 
they  will  have  an  evil  conscience. 
In  the  one  case  they  will  be  con- 
scious of   harmony,  in  the  other 
case  of  disharmony. 

To  the  Jews  also  the  Apostle  is 
able  to  address  himself.  They  have 
a  law;  according  to  their  relation  to 
it  they  shall  be  judged.  If  they 
are  conscious  of  having  MfiUed  its 
conmiands,  they  shall  be  saved ;  if 
not,  they  shall  be  punished.  To 
know  that  our  will  is  in  unison 
with  the  Divine  will,  that  is  peace  ; 
to  know  that  it  is  not,  is  coniusion. 

St.  Paul  had  interrogated  his  own 
conscience,  and  this  was  the  concln- 
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fiion  to  which  he  had  come  :  *  0 
wretched  znan  that  I  am,  who  shall 
deliver  me  ?  '  '  Video  meliora  pro- 
boque,  deteriora  sequor,'  sighs  a 
Eoman  poet.  *  Nitimur  in  vetitum 
semper  cnpimasque  negata/  is  a 
well-known  complaint.  It  was  not 
mere  imagination  when  St.  Paul 
described  the  whole  creation  as 
groaning  and  travailing  in  pain. 
Joyous  Hellas  and  earnest  Judea  join 
in  the  voice  of  lamentation.  There  is 
confusion  and  disharmony;  the  will 
refuses  to  obey  the  dictatesof  the  con- 
science. This  is  the  testimony  of  the 
elect  among  the  nations ;  the  masses 
coiitinue*in  moral  stupidity. 

There  is  no  more  tragic  picture 
in  all  human  writings  thaji  that 
painted  by  St.  Paul  in  the  last 
verses  of  the  seventh  chapter  of  his 
Epistle  to  the  Romans :  '  I  am 
carnal,  sold  under  sin,  for  that  which 
I  do  I  allow  not ;  for  what  I  would 
that  do  I  not,  but  what  I  hate 
that  do  I.  I  know  that  in  me  dwell- 
eth  no  good  thing.  The  good  that  I 
would  I  do  not,  but  the  evil  which 
I  would  not  that  I  do.  I  see  a  law 
in  my  members  warring  against  the 
law  of  my  mind  and  bringing  me 
into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin 
which  is  in  my  members.*  He  has 
dipped  his  pencil,  so  to  speak,  in 
his  heart's  blood;  with  undying 
sombre  colours  he  has  embodied  his 
experience  of  those  days  which 
were  the  crisis  of  his  life.  A  moral 
giant,  he  has  sounded  the  very 
depths  of  hell  that  he  might  after- 
wards penetrate  into  the  very 
heights  of  heaven.  He  has  given 
utterance  to  the  cry  of  the  con- 
science protesting  in  the  name  of 
the  right  Divine  against  the  usur- 
pation of  pretenders  bom  of  the 
revolution.  Going  to  the  very 
centre  of  his  heart  and  listening  to 
the  echo  of  the  voice  resounding 
within,  he  becomes  conscious  of  a 
disturbed  relation  between  himself 


and  the  ideal  conscience :  instead 
of  peace  he  finds  war;  instead  of 
harmony,  disharmony.  In  one  word, 
he  becomes  conscious  of  sin.  Sin 
is  the  consciousness  of  the  sever- 
ance between  the  ideal  and  the 
real ;  it  is  the  consciousness  of  dis- 
harmony in  our  moral  nature. 

The  source  of  sin  is  *  arrj,^  says 
Homer.  It  is  a  blindness.  The 
great  sin  of  his  heroes  is  *  vflpig  ; ' 
conscious  of  great  strength,  they 
think  that  there  are  no  limits  to  it, 
and  boldly  transgress  the  boun- 
daries which  separate  the  mortal 
from  the  immortal.  Deeper  is  the 
view  of  Plato,  who  speaks  of  it  as 
*  TO  ddeov  Ka)  okoteivov,^  We  know 
how  they  accounted  for  it ;  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  dualism  between 
spirit  and  matter.  This  is  also  the 
doctrine  of  Philo,  in  whom  the 
East  and  the  West,  the  religion  of 
Moses  and  the  philosophy  of  Plato, 
whom  he  considers  as  an  *  Athenian 
Moses,'  are  united  in  a  *  religious 
philosophic'  Matter  is  evil ;  the 
imperfection  of  matter  is  the  source 
of  evil.  The  universal  soul  is 
polluted  by  coming  into  contact 
with  matter.  Evil  was  necessary  ; 
a  sinless  life  was  an  impossibility. 
Plato  did  not  believe  that  evQ  could 
be  wholly  conquered.  Grecian  phi- 
losophy has  not  understood  the 
moi^  foundation  of  evil. 

A  different  solution  is  that 
given  by  the  Apostle.  Matter  jper 
86  is  not  evil,  according  to  the 
Hebrew  Scriptures.  For  when 
God  created  all  things  it  is 
stated:  He  saw  that  it  was  good. 
Its  source  is  therefore  not  in  the 
imperfection  of  matter.  Nor  can 
it  be,  according  to  the  Apostle's 
view,  in  the  senses,  for  not  merely 
are  they  a  creation  of  God,  who 
made  all  things  so  that  they  were 
good,  but  thus  sin,  being  an 
inevitable  result  of  creation,  be- 
comes a  necessity.'     Nor  can  it  be, 


*  Moreover,  such  a  theoiy  does  not  account  for  tbe  many  sins  of  the  spirit  which  the 
Apostle  enumerates. 
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I  need  hardly  remark,  in  Gk>d.  For 
according  to  Plato  the  source  of 
moral  good  is  in  the  eternal  ideas. 
The  obligation  to  do  good  is  derived 
from  the  natnre  of  the  Godhead. 
To  become  like  the  Godhead  is  to 
be  oar  endeavour.  All  that  is  good 
comes  from  Gtod,  who  is  the  source 
of  good,  for  He  is  holy,  says  Philo. 
St.  Paul's  view  of  the  *  holiness  of 
Gk)d'  is,  of  course,  much  more 
intense,  and  therefore  he  cannot 
consider  Him  as  the  source  of  evil. 
Whence,  then,  this  anarchy  in 
our  moral  nature  ?  It  is  because  of 
the  antagonism  which  has  arisen 
between  aap^  and  vyevfia.  *  The 
flesh  lustefch  against  the  spirit 
and  the  spirit  against  the  flesh,  and 
these  are  contrary  the  one  to  the 
other,  so  that  ye  cannot  do  the 
things  that  ye  would.'  The  distinc- 
tion between  the  two,  which  is  an 
act  of  creation,  became  an  antago* 
nism.  The  trytvfia^  the  Divine 
breath,  was  to  permeate  the  trap^^ 
and  to  transform  it  into  its  own 
likeness  by  means  of  the  yhx^f 
which  is  the  bond  between  the  two. 
And  thus,  if  the  ideal  had  been 
reached,  man  would  have  been 
wvevfxariKSg,  a  word  peculiar  to  St. 
Paul,  instead  of  being  what  he  is 
now,  aapKiKdi.  But  man  would  have 
it  otherwise.  The  will,  which  is  the 
substratum  of  every  being,  when 
called  into  exercise,  manifested  itself 
as  arbitrariness.  The  soul  tears  itself 
loose  from  the  spirit,  moved  by  the 
fiedse  representation  that  its  Creator 
is  neither  Love  nor  Holiness,  but 
Power,  which  shows  itself  in  a 
despotic  command.  It  rebels,  calls 
in  the  aid  of  the  senses,  and  having 
disturbed  the  centre  of  gravity, 
causes  a  revolution  which  makes 
the  true  development,  that  of  the 
spirit,  which  is  liberty,  impossible. 
It  has  no  magic  formula  wherewith 
to  make  recede  the  tide  which  it 
has  called  forth.  The  aap^  masters 
the  yhx^f  ^^^  ^®  irvcv/io  feels  the 
evil  influenc9.  So  &r  does  the  usur- 
pation of  the  a&pi  extend,  that  the 


Apostle  uses  the  word  in  an  ethical 
sense.     *  I  know,'  he  says,  *  that  in 
my  flesh  dwelleth  no  good  thing/ 
The  word  denoted  primmly  nothing 
else  but  the  substance  out  of  which 
man  is  formed.    It  is  used  to  dis- 
tinguish man  from  God — ^the  creature 
from  the   Creator.     But   St.    Paul 
^ves  it  a  new  meaning;  to    him 
it   is  human   nature   in  its    state 
of  estrangement,   in  its  rebellion. 
Everywhere  does  he  see  the  traces 
of  the  conflict  between  the  inward 
and    outward    man — ^between     the 
higher,  better  part  of  self^  and  the 
lower.  And  everywhere  does  he  find 
the  subjugation  of  the  xytvfia.      In 
the  Jewish  world  he  finds  "breaking 
of  the  law,  and  hence  dishonouring 
of  Gk)d ;  turning  to  the  Gentiles,  he 
finds  that  they  have  changed   the 
truth  of  God  into  a  lie,  and  served 
the  creature  more  than  the  Creator. 
They  are  filled  with  all  unrighteous- 
ness ;  they  have  given  themselves  np 
to  all  manner  of  iniquity,  and  they 
have  pleasure  in  them  that  do  such 
things.     Seeing  all  this,  and  inter- 
preting the  cry  of  ihe  conscience,  it 
IS  not  strange  that  he  should  ex- 
claim, '  There  is  none  righteous,  no 
not  one.     All  have  sinned  and  come 
short  of  the  glory  of  Gbd.' 

This  view,  therefore,  of  the  cause 
of  evil  is  opposed  to  that  of  Ghreek 
philosophy.  Spirit  and  matter  are 
now  in  a  state  of  hostility ;  but  this 
is  not  the  source  of  evil,  but  its  out- 
flow. The  rule  of  the  trap^  over  the 
wvevfia  is  not  the  original  institu- 
tion. Plato  himself  looks  upon  the 
soul  as  having  committed  some 
crime  in  a  former  existence,  and 
being  for  its  punishment  imprisoned 
in  the  body.  It  opposes  all  theories, 
too,  which  look  upon  evil  as  founded 
in  man's  original  organisation,  and 
make  it  hence  a  necessity  and  de- 
rive it  in  reality  from  Qrod.  And 
whilst  other  theories  perpetuate 
evil,  it  holds  out  the  possibility  of 
a  complete  triumph  of  good  and  a 
total  defeat  of  evil. 

Man  comes  in  the  world  as  a  free 
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lieing.    The  conscieiice  assures  him 
tliat  it  lies  in  his  power  to  fulfil  his 
moral  destiny.    All  that  is  required 
o£  Lim  is  to  live  in  accordance  with 
-tlxe  dictates  of  his  conscience.    The 
qxiestion  is,  therefore,  in  what  rela- 
tion he  will  put  his  will  towards  his 
conscience.   Is  he  to  be  governed  by 
iJie  conscience,  the  consciousness  of 
fhe  Divine  law  P  Thus  he  shall  attain 
-the  end  of  life :  good.     K  his  will  is 
xiot  free,  if  be  has  not  the  power  to 
cany  out  what  he  wills,  his  moral  life 
is  an  illusion ;  he  has  mere  natural 
and  not  personal  life.  But  the  will  in 
itself  is  not  moral ;  it  can  only  be- 
come moral  when  acting  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dictates  of  the  con- 
science. Now,  besides  the  conscious- 
ness of  Gk>d,  man  has  the  conscious- 
ness of  self.    He  lives  under  the  law 
of  development;  the  very  idea  of 
development  implies  that  of  a  want 
to  be  supplied,  of  imperfection.    His 
conscience  tells  him  that  perfection 
consists  in  the  unison  of  the  twofold 
consciousness.  In  choosing  to  sever 
the  two,  and  putting  the  one  in  op- 
position to  the  other,  man  gives 
evidence  of  selfishness  and  becomes 
immoral.    He  isolates  himself;  he 
makes  himself  the  very  centime  of 
the  xmiverse,   and,    in  accordance 
with  this  notion,  exercises  his  will. 
In  doing  so  he  violates  a  fundamental 
law  of  Us  moral  being,  and  the  effect 
of  this  departure  cannot  but  make 
itself  felt  all  throughout.     His  con- 
sciousness of  self,  of  the  world,  of 
God,  is  considerably  modified. 

St.  Paul,  then,  in  accordance  with 
the  general  view  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, does  not  look  upon  evil 
as  natural,  but  as  unnatural ;  it  is 
nob  a  development,  but  an  obstacle, 
a  hindrance,  a  deviation.  Looking 
at  it  in  the  light  of  the  conscience; 
it  appears  to  him  as  the  negation  of 
mondity.  Man  now  lags  on  the 
way ;  he  has  called  a  ^vvafxtc  into  ex- 
istence, called  by  the  Apostle  kfiapria^ 


which  retards  his  progress  in  every 
possible  way.  This  IvvaixiQ  develops 
and  establishes  its  sway  over  the 
whole  of  human  nature.  The  senses 
are  the  instrument  made  use  of,  and 
by  means  of  them  the  vovq  and 
wevfia  and  i^x^  ^''^  perverted.  The 
vovQ  becomes  vovq  ttjq  trapKoc;  the 
tryevfta  tov  vooq  requires  to  be  re- 
newed ;  the  rhocfl  stands  in  need  of 
deliverance;  the  will  becomes  the 
will  of  the  flesh.  We  shall  have 
occasion  to  refer  afterwards  to  St. 
Paul's  view  of  human  liberty  ;*  he 
certainly  does  not  deny  the  capa- 
biliiy  of  man  to  choose  between  good 
and  evil :  ^  to  will  is  present  with 
me,'  he  declares  expressly.  Lastly, 
the  conscience  itself  is  afiected. 
It  becomes  conscious  of  the*dualism 
between  man  and  God,  and  the 
thought  of  it  fills  it  with  inexpressi- 
ble pain  and  sorrow.  In  spite  of 
its  warnings  man  has  dehberately 
acknowledged  that  nature  is  a 
higher  power  than  the  moral  spirit 
and  has  refused  obedience  to  its 
commands.  In  the  tumult  of  pas- 
sions its  voice  died  away  unheeded. 
He  might,  he  should,  have  listened 
to  those  calm,  majestic  tones,  for 
reason  itself  proclaims  that  they 
are  the  utterance  of  truth.  He 
should  have  allowed  his  conscience 
to  guide  him  into  the  path  of 
obedience,  along  which  is  the  way  to 
liberty,  and  thus  his  development 
would  have  been  a  true  and  undis- 
turbed one,  and  he  would  have 
reached  salvation ;  that  is,  he  would 
have  lost  himself  in  the  harmony  of 
the  all.  Instead  of  this  his  avrovofiia 
is  indeed  ^yofxia,  his  freedom  licen- 
tiousness, the  caricature  of  liberty, 
and  his  development  retrogression. 
No  wonder  that  the  conscience 
should  weep  for  him.  Surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  symptoms  of  de- 
generacy and  decay,  she  sits  on  her 
throne  in  garments  of  mourning 
beseeching  and  entreating,  as  if  the 


*  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  so,  as  I  feared  that  my  article  would  already  take  np  toa 
much  sface. 

TOL.  VII. — ^NO.  XLH.      NEW  SBBIBS.  3   G 


Digitized  by 


Google 


770 


The  Bthics  of  St.  Paul. 


[Jime 


Terj  sight  of  her  impotence,  to 
whom  should  have  belonged  all 
power,  would  surely  melt  the  stony 
hearts  of  men.  But  at  other  times 
she  commands  and  threatens  and 
condemns;  for  man  has  sinned 
against  her.  Her  wrath  is  roused 
against  all  ungodliness  and  un- 
righteousness of  men,  because  they 
hold  the  'truth  in  unrighteousness.' 
'They  knew  God  and  yet  they 
glorified  Him  not  as  God,  neither 
were  thankftil,  but  became  vain  in 
their  imaginations,  and  their  foolish 
heart  was  darkened.'  'They knew 
the  judgment  of  the  conscience,  that 
they  which  commit  such  things  are 
worthy  of  death,  and  yet  they  do 
the  same.'  Then  man  rises  in  self- 
defence;  he  must  either  renounce 
self  that  he  may  save  himself,  in 
other  words  yield  to  his  conscience, 
or  maintain  self,  that  is  destroy  him- 
self by  attempting  to  kill  the  con- 
science. Therefore  did  men  kill  the 
prophets  and  Christ,  the  conscience 
of  humanity,  as  an  act  of  self-preser- 
vation. But  in  truth  it  was  an  act 
of  suicide.  If  the  conscience  could 
be  completely  destroyed,  if  all  traces 
of  it  could  be  obliterated,  humanity 
itself  would  have  ceased  to  exist. 

We  now  come  to  a  second  point 
in  St.  Paul's  system.  The  great 
fa.ct  of  'sin,'  to  use  a  theolo^cal 
word,  based  on  the  testimony  of  the 
empirical  conscience,  is  undoubted. 
Humanity  stands  in  need  of  help,  for 
itisweak;  the  conscience  proclaims  it 
loudly.  The  end  of  creation  cannot  be 
frustrated ;  how  is  it  to  be  realised  ? 
St.  Paul  points  to  the  revelation 
of  God's  righteousness.  'The  in- 
visible things  of  Him  from  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world  are  clearly  seen, 
being  understood  by  the  things  that 
are  made.'  In  nature  and  in 
history — ^both  are  contained  in  St. 
Paul's  words-*-God  reveals  Himself. 
The  purpose  of  revelation- is  edu- 
cation; tne  idea  of  revelation  is  that 
of  the  education  of  humanity.  It  is 
now  generally  acknowledged  that 
its  necessiiy — ^if  there  be  any  such 


thing — ^is  independent  of  the   so- 
called     '  doctrine    of    the     FalL ' 
Education  requires  necessarilj   an 
agent  from  without  to  impart  ^low- 
ledge,  to  give  an  impulse  and  to 
guide.    However  high,  according  to 
St.  Paul,  man's  original  state  may 
have  been,he  acknowledges  that  there 
were  latent  powers  which  require  to 
be  brought  out.      God's  revelation 
is  to  be  the  waiiayutyoc  of  humanity. 
Without  entering  into  the  question 
whether  the  'heavens  declare    the 
glory  of  God '  or  the  '  glory  of  the 
astronomer,'  it  is  interesting  from 
an  ethical  point  of  view  to  state  in 
a  few  words  St.  Paul's  view  of  the 
heathen  or,  as  he  generally  calls  it, 
the  Greek   world.       The    heathen 
knew  God.      'He  left  Himself  not 
without  a  witness  in  that  He   did 
good,  and  gave  the  rain  from  heaven 
and    fruitful   seasons,  filling  their 
hearts  with  food  and  gladness.'     He 
revealed  Himself,   'making  of  one 
blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell 
on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  deter- 
mining the  times  before  appointed 
and  the  bounds  of  their  habitation.' 
They  were  called  upon  to  seek  in 
the  things  that  are  made  the  Lord 
that  made  them.     Nature  was  full 
of  signs  and  symbols,  which  it  was 
their  task  to  interpret.     They  had 
also,  as  we  have  seen,  the  conscience 
*  bearing  witness  of  the  law  within 
in  their  hefurts.'      The  'uncircura- 
cision'   could  fulfil  the  law;   some 
of  the  G^tiles  had  done  '  by  nature 
the    things  contained  in  the   law.' 
For  to  perceive  the  truth  is  'to  love 
it,  and  to  love  it  is  to  obey  it.    There 
is  no  trace  in  St.  Paul  of  the  austere 
theology  which  explains  the  virtues 
of  the  heathen  world,  which  it  can- 
not deny,   as  'splendid  vices;*  on 
the  contrary,  God  is  no  respecter  of 
persons ;  '  He  will  render  to  every 
man  according  to  his  deeds :  to  them 
who  by  patient  continuance  in  well- 
doing seek  for  glory  and  honour 
and  immortality,  eternal  life.'    The 
question  put  to  iJiem  is  not  so  much. 
What  hast  thou  done  P  but,  How, 
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liast  thou  done  it?  The  earnest 
striving  after  the  ideal,  the  purity 
of  nnnd  (md  heart,  the  passionate 
search  after  truth,  the  moral  effort 
of  the  will — in  all  these  things  lies 
^e  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Thus  are  the  nations  to  be  edu- 
cated. The  Apostle  speaks  of 
ihem  as  children  in  bondage  under 
the  elements  of  the  world.  The 
things  of  the  world,  on  which,  to 
quote  Philo,  *God  impressed  the 
ideas  imd  powers  of  the  Logos,'  are 
to  be  their  tutors  and  governors 
until  the  time  appointed  of  the 
Father.  It  is  a  difficult  task  which 
is  set  before  tibem.  It  is  difficult, 
says  Plato,  to  find  the  Creator,  and 
inapossible,  after  one  has  found  Him, 
to  make  Him  known.  And  Cicero 
complains:  ^Igniculos  nobis  dedit 
parvulos  quos  celeriter  malis  mo- 
ribus  opinionibusque  depravati  sic 
restinguimuB  ut  nusquam  natureB 
lumen  appareat.'  But  ^ese  words 
were  written  after  the  nations  had 
plunged  into  heathendom.  For  the 
education  had  faUed.  There  is  a 
grand  description  in  the  fortieth 
chapter  of  Isaiah  of  the  Gh>d  of 
Isrtiel,  concluding  with  the  question, 

*  To  whom  then  will  vou  liken  Me,  or 
shalll  be  equal?  saith  the  Holy  One.' 
And  satirically  the  prophet  speaks 
of  the  *  workman  who  melteth  a 
graven  image.'  '  He  that  is  so  im« 
poverished  that  he  has  no  oblation 
choo^th  a  tree  that  will  not  rot ; 
he  seeketh  with  him  a  cunning 
workman  to  prepare  a<  graven  image 
that  shall  not  be  moved.'  St.  Paul 
is  on  the  whole  wonderfully  free  of 
Jewish  prejudices  in  regard  to  other 
religions.  The  caose  of  heathenism 
he  finds  in  these  two  principles: 

*  That  when  th^  knew  Qod,  they 
did  not  glorify  Him  as  Gk)d,  neither 
were  thankful.'  They  did  not  glo- 
rify Holiness,  i^ey  did  not  sySore 
Love.  For  their  heart  wibs  not  in 
oonfozmii^  with  their  conscience. 
And  thus  the  conadousness  of  tibie 
trui^  within  them  was  weakened^ 
their    minds   became   vain,    their 


wisdom  was  foolishness,  they  foU 
lowed  nohmger  after  righteousness, 
but  '  gave  themselves  up  to  un« 
cleanneiss  through  the  lusts  of  their 
own  hearts.'  It  need  hardly  be 
remarked  that  this  description 
applies  to  the  condition  of  the  worid 
in  general. 

The  education  of  humanity  wad 
to  be  progressive;  from  stage  to 
stage  man  was  to  be  led  onward 
and  upward.  But  it  goes  not 
beyond  the  first  stage,  for  humanity 
refuses  to  be  educated,  and  turns 
frx>m  the  «rdi^aywydc*  But  ^ere 
still  remains  another  method  to  be 
tried*  A  revelation  is  made  differ- 
ing not  in  kind  but  in  degree  from 
the  one  made  to  the  Oredc  worid. 
It  is  a  revelation  not  in  symbols  but 
in  words.  The  *will  of  God'  is 
declared,  and  written  down  in  order 
that  jhe  who  *rans  may  1-ead.'  The 
objective  ideal  conscience  is  put 
before  humanify.  The  law  is  'ffood 
and  holy;'  its  purpose  is  to  stimu- 
late the  individual  conscience.  The 
contemplation  of  the '  moral  ideal ' 
is  the  basis  of  moral  life.  It  stood 
before  the  eyes  of  the  nation ;  there 
was  no  doubt  about  it ;  all  possibi- 
lity of  a  mistake  was  excluded.  The 
Apostle  looks  upon  this  as  a  great 
advantage,  for  when  he  asks,'  What 
advantage  then  has  the  Jew,  and 
what  profit  is  thereof  circumcision?' 
he  answers,  'Much  every  way; 
chiefly  because  that  unto  them  were 
conmdtted  the  oracles  of  Qod.'  But 
the  mentor  of  the  individual  con- 
science succeeds  not  in  gaining  the 
affection  of  the  pupil.  BSs  'thou 
shalt'  and  'thou  shalt  not^'  with 
additiona  of '  blessings '  and '  curses,' 
reducing  morality  to  a  subtle  form 
of  egotism;  his  endless  multiplica- 
tion of  commandments,  hidii^^  the* 
basis  on  which  they  rest,  and  veil- 
ing the  unify  which  ought  to  reigu 
throughout;  in  short,  the  form  in 
which  he  jwe^ents  himael^  calls 
forth  the  opposition  of  the  ff^. 
What  was  seen,  aoomling  to  the 
Apostle,  in  AdEmi|  is  seen  on  a 
30a 
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larger  scale  in  the  Jewish  nation. 
In  very  bold  language,  most  liable 
to  be  misunderstood,  the  Apostle 
describes  the  effects  of  the  law. 
*  What  shall  we  say  then  ?  Is  the 
law  sin  ?  God  forbid.  Nay,  I  had 
not  known  sin  but  by  the  law,  for 
I  had  not  known  lust  except  the 
law  had  said,  Thou  shalt  not  covet. 
But  sin,  taking  occasion  by  the 
commandment,  wrought  in  me  all 
manner  of  concupiscence.  For 
without  the  law  sin  was  dead.  For 
I  was  alive  without  the  law  once ; 
but  when  the  commandment  came, 
sin  revived  and  I  died.'  In  the 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians  he  says, 
'  The  strength  of  sin  is  the  law.' 
And  in  another  chapter  he  describes 
the  whole  ministration  of  Moses  as 
the  ministration  of  death.  For  it 
was  the  ministration  of  the  letter. 
The  letter  kiileth.  It  is  the  spirit 
alone  which  giveth  life.  From 
these  statements,  then,  we  gather 
the  effects  of  the  law.  Sin  being 
the  consciousness  of  sin,  it  may 
be  said  that  the  law  created  sin. 
It  tore  man  violently  out  of  the 
state  of  moral  unconsciousness,  or 
rather  semi-consciousness,  in  which 
he  was  before  the  conmiandment ; 
it  roused  his  evil  desires  and  pas- 
sions ;  it  drove  him  into  by-paths, 
and  made  him  go  astray.  It 
brought  the  ideal  and  the  real  in 
hitherto  unknown  collision;  it 
widened  the  gap  more  than  ever. 
Thus  it  failed,  and  must  needs  pass 
away  to  make  room  for  something 
higher  and  better. 

The  idea  of  the  law  was  good; 
its  form  was  calculated  to  produce 
evil.  What  makes  the  Apostle  look 
with  such  great  terror  upon  the  law 
is  his  Pharisaical  training  and  the 
experience  of  those  days.  It  is  a 
well-known  fiict  that  the  law  be- 
comes graduaUy  a  greater  protec- 
tion for  the  criminal  than  for  the 
honest  man.  By  means  of  ingenious 
though  not  ingenuous  interpreta- 
tions the  former  manages  to  keep 


to  the  letter  of  the  law,  howerer 
much  he  may  oppose  its  spirit.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  give  a  cata- 
logue of  the  legal  immoialities 
committed  by  humanity.  More 
criminals  have  escaped  by  the  law 
than  have  been  punished  by  it 
Now,  the  Pharisees  who  dissected 
the  law  in  numberless  atoms,  and 
who  applied  to  it  their  traditions^ 
exegesis,  were  the  very  men  to  pro- 
duce a  clinging  to  the  letter  of  the 
law  and  an  evading  of  its  spirit.  Thu» 
under  the  very  shadow  of  the  law, 
with  its  name  on  their  lips,  morality 
vms  in  danger.  Besides,  the  Apostle 
contrasts  the  state  of  the  'itkcw/liq,'  in 
which  he  is  now,  with  that  of  the- 
*  letter,'  in  which  he  was  formerly. 
At  the  very  best  the  law  is  imper- 
fect. This  arises  from  the  fact  that 
it  must  be  embodied  in  a  form  which 
is  the  product  of  the  age,  and  of 
the  'Zeit-Qeist'  in  which  it  is  given. 
And  the  utmost  it  can  do  in  a  cer- 
tain period  is  to  create  a  nation  of 
obedient  servants,  doing  their  duty 
for  fear  of  the  whip.  But  it  can- 
not create  loving  children. 

However,  though  the  doers  of  the 
law  shall  be  justified,  it  remains^ 
necessary  to  impart  a  new  revela- 
tion, in  order  to  manifest  more  fully 
the  Divine  ideal,  and  to  complete 
the  education  of  humanity.  The 
idea  of  education  is  more  than  a 
mere  communication  of  knowledge. 
But  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  ac- 
cording to  the  Apostle,  no  flesh  is 
justified,  and  therefore  a  Divine  in- 
terposition is  all  the  more  necessaiy. 
There  is  a  gulf  fixed  between  the 
objective  ideal  and  the  subjective 
reality,  which  it  seems  cannot  be 
bridged  over.  In  order  to  make  the 
real,  as  it  ought  to  be,  ideal,  it  is 
necessary  to  estabUsh  that  the  ideal 
is  real.  This  is  Christianity.  This 
is  given  in  Christ.  Christ  and 
ClmstianiW  are  identical. 

It  is  well  known  how  the  Ghreete 
endeavoured  to  embody  their  ideals. 
The  iipuftc,  *  fifitdiwv  yiyoc  i»'2p«v/ 
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were   ihe   representatives    of  the 
Ghreek  ideas  of  perfection.    Beauti* 
fbl,  bold,  fearless,  strong,  overcom- 
ing  all  resistance,  and  exalted  after 
tHeir  death  above  ordinanr  mortals, 
tiley  stood  on  the  ideal  neigbts  to 
"wliicb  human  nature  must  aspire. 
Tkxe  Greek  nation,  whatever  a  soli- 
tary philosopher  may  have  done, 
did  not  soar  beyond  nature.  Higher 
is  the  ideal  of  Seneca,  for  it  is  the 
intellectual  ideal,  when  he  describes 
the  perfect  philosopher.    He  lifts 
him  far  above  the  gods  and  above 
tKe  world.     But  the  iLwdOtia  is  the 
great  imperfection  of  his  ideal ;  it 
is  the  perfection   of  a    block    of 
marble,  icily  cold.    Much  mender 
is  the  ideal  of  St.  Paul,  for  it  is  the 
moral  ideal.    It  is  the  embodiment 
of  the   highest  good.      This   was 
tlie  thought  which  struck  him  on 
the   way  to  Damascus,  when  the 
yoice    said,    '  I  am    Jesus,    whom 
thou  persecutest.'     Engaged  in  the 
search    after    righteousness,     this 
identification    of  Christ  with  His 
xnartyred  saint,  this  manifestation 
of  the  highest  love,  seemed  to  him 
the  very  highest  type  of  morality. 
And  immediately  he  wished  to  shape 
his  life  in  accordance  with  it:  '  Lord, 
what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do  ?' 

The  moral  ideal  embodied  in  a 
person !  The  concrete  Jewish  mind 
— and  shall  we  not  add  the  world, 
with  the  exception  of  the  philo- 
sopher?—cannot  rest  satisfied  with 
the  mere  abstract  idea.  The  intellect 
demands  the  idea ;  the  conscience 
calls  for  its  realisation.  The  Apostle 
points  to  Christ.  Ecee  Homo — ^Be- 
hold the  Man.  He  is  the  ideal  Man, 
the  second  Man,  the  last  Adam. 
He  stands  on  the  very  summit  of 
humanity,  and  becomes  the  Author 
of  a  new  creation.  In  Him  the 
heavenly  ideal  is  fnlfiUed ;  He  gives 
expression  to  the  Divine  idea  of 
Beatfty.  He  is  good;  He  *knew 
no  sin.'  He  had  the  aopC,  but  not 
the  vapi  hiAopTlaq.  The  Apostle,  in 
his  eagerness,  fearing  that  his  Gen« 


tile  hearers  might  conclude  thiett  the 
possession  of  the  trlipi  necessarily 
involves  that  of  iLfmpricL,  borders  on 
Docetism  when  he  speaks  of  Christ 
as  being  sent  'in  the  likeness  of 
sinful  flesh.'  Yet  from  other  pass* 
ages,  as  when  he  speaks  of  Christ 
being  crucified  and  dying,  it  follows 
that  the  Apostle  ascribed  to  Christ 
the  real  aapi.  But  it  is  ideal,  for 
He  has  the  Spirit  of  Holiness.  All 
men,  it  is  true,  have  the  Tryev/xa,  but 
it  is  no  longer  in  them  the  spirit  of 
holiness.  By  virtue  of  it  there  is  in 
Him  n9t  the  antagonism  between  the 
ixapi  and  the  wrtvfia  which,  as  we 
have  seen,  is  found  amongst  Jews 
and  Gentiles.  He  is  wvevfiarucoQ ; 
his  will  is  in  harmony  with  the 
Divine  Will,  and  Hia  self-conscious- 
ness and  consciousness  of  God  are 
one,  so  that  He  can  say,  '  I  and  the 
Faiher  are  one.' 

*  The  Holy  Oneof  Israel,'  who  had 
ever  before  Him  the  ideal  *  to  be  per- 
fect even  as  His  Father  which  is  in 
heavenis  perfect,' withwhom  to  know 
the  good  was  to  do  it,  in  whom  vir- 
tue had  become  incarnate,  stands  in 
absolute  grandeur  before  the  Apostle. 
He  had  not  known  Him  in  the  days 
of  His  flesh,  when  He  moved  in  the 
midst  of  His  Gkdilean  fishermen;  he 
knew  little  of  the  circumstances  of 
His  life  spent  amidst  the  hills  of 
Nazareth  and  the  seaside  of  Caper- 
naum. He  had  first  seen  Him  in  hea- 
ven, on  the  throne  of  God,  amidst 
the  Divine  glories.  Hence,  every  idea 
of  relativiiy  is  at  once  excluded; 
Christ  comes  before  him  as  the  ab- 
solute ideal  of  humanity,  indepen- 
dent of  time,  circumstances,  and 
nationalities.  He  has  felt  the  trans- 
cendent power  of  the  moral  ideal,  the 
very  highest,  and  he  adores  it,  and 
proclaims  it.  He  preaches  to  the 
world  the  reality  of  the  ideal  con- 
science, and  demands  its  allegiance 
and  worship.  For  the  hour  has 
come  when  the  true  worshippers 
shall  worship  the  Father  in  spirit 
and  in  truth.    The  reign  of  Mount 
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I  Mid-  K)i*30fQttissB.  'haB  <tottid 
toan  •nd;  xetigion  10  no^loiiger  a 
titeology,  it  iA  moraHtj. 

^Sht  eonieniplatioa  of  the^mortd 
ideal,  -  we  said,  is  the  imos  of 
mofral  hSs,  It  says  to  ^oee  that 
are  falien,  that  are  emkiiig,  that 
ace  «tmggliiig  in-  the  ^wn^ers 
below :  '  Uive  not  thyself  up  to  de- 
spair ;  beeome  not  imbelieYing,  but 
believing.  Thorn  too  canst  rise, 
ihoa  too  canst  progress,  thoa  too 
canst  oyercome.'  And  it  speaks 
with'  authority,  for  in  Christianiiy 
it  ia  the  voice  «f  a  living  person. 
The  yeejming  heart  and  the  dis^ 
traoted  conscience  are  pointed  to 
an  immacnlate  Hfe.  Sorely  to  be^ 
hold  it  gives  streng^tii,  encourage^ 
ment,  consolation.  •  Bat  the  mere 
contemplation  does  not  suffice,  for  it 
might  have  a  depressing  influence 
and  might  send  men  away  filled 
with  doubts  and  fears,  faith  is 
needed  in  order  that  the  moral 
ideal  may  bring  forth  fruit.  The 
author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  He- 
brews, a  brilliant  disciple  of  the 
Pauline  sdiool,  has  explained  to  us 
what  faith  is*  It  is  the  'evidence 
of  the  reality  of  the  ideal.  We  are 
inclined  to  hold  that  what  is,  ought 
to  be— that  what  is,  is  of  necessity. 
But  against  this  view  ihe  human 
conscience  protests.  Faith  is  the  em- 
bodiment of  that  protest.  It  is  the 
heart  lifbing  itself  above  the  visible, 
with  its  manifold  contradictions  and 
numerous  dissonances,  to  a  higher 
world,  whence  it  returns  with  the 
message  that  the  ideal  is  the  true 
reality,  that  men  ought  to  strive 
after  it,  and  that  true  harmony  can 
only  be  found  when  the  ideal  and 
real  form  part  of  one  whole.  But 
this  is  not  alL  This  temper  of  the 
soul  plunged,  so  to  speaJc,  in  the 
ideal,  must  needs  call  forth  a  moral 
act.  It  stirs  up  the  will  to  attach 
itself  to  and  to  act  in  accordance 
with  the  knowledge  which  it  has 
obtained.  Thus  faith  becomes  sym- 
pathy with  the  ideal ;  by  means  of 
'^  we  lift  ourselves  out  of  the  lower 


fonn  of  '^i^'  _ 

Hito  iSiathigfafflr  ibrm  the^ 

ef  which  is  ^xrist.    Thus,  fidtfa.  in 

its  h^hest  Tneaning  is  net  appatrnd 

to  wo^or;  it  is  itselra  work,  a  great 

mond  act.         -  .*      » 

^Faith  in    Ghrnt,'  in  that  life 
winch  manifested  itself  most  in -His 
dmttli,  'When  He*  became  'obedient 
even  unto  the  death  of  the  cross,' 
must  of  necessity  become  tiieprin-^ 
ciple  of  a  new  Hfe.      The    cau^ 
&yOfH^oQ  is  bom  and  grows  under 
its  influence.     A  restoring  process 
is  carried  on  as  man  is  gradually 
cleansed.      The    conmiunion   wi& 
Christ.,  the  power  of  His  life,  makes 
itself  felt  within  us.     The  EpisUe 
to  the  Hebrews  and  St.  John  de- 
BcribeitBstkKctdafii^ity.  The  farmer, 
contrasting  the  Old  and  New  Tee-* 
tamentSy  declares  that  Christ  purges 
i^  conscience  from  dead  woii:s, 
which  are  the  fwoiks  of  the  law, 
to  serve  ihe  living  Gk)d.     The  Spi- 
rit of  Christ  becomes  the  centre 
within  us,  and  from    it    proceed 
light  and  life  giving  rays,  pene* 
tmting  to  the  very  darkest    and 
most  hidden  comers.   It  transforms 
the  heart,  and  thence  it  proceeds  to 
renew  the  mind  and  the  spir^.  The 
union  between  the  new  ideal  life 
and  ourselves  is  strongly  insisted 
upon  and   illustrated    by  :  images 
taken  from  nature,   as  when  the 
Apostle  speaks  of  Christ  being  the 
head  and  we  being  the  membors^ 
He  exhorts,  '  Let  this  mind  be  in 
you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus.' 
He  tells  his  hearers  that  they  must 
die    with    Christ   and    rise    with 
Christ.    He  bids  them  to  take  up 
the  new  life,  to  receive  it  within 
them,  and  to  let  it  do  its  work. 
To  us  the  ideal  is  something  with- 
out, which  we  must  pursue  with 
all  our  powers.     The  Apostle,  cm 
the  other  hand,   plants  the  ideal 
within.  '  To  us  the  boundaries  be- 
tween the  ideal  and  real  are  well 
marked  and  strongly  defined ;   to 
the  Apostle  they  are  obliterated, 
for  heaven   descends  upon  earth, 
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and  ear&  ascends  to  lieaven.  7%e 
ideal  grows  witiiin  him  and  trans- 
forms the  real  after  its  own  Hke- 
xiesB.  And  at  hst  the  purpose  of 
creation  is  fulfilled :  the  antagonism, 
the  disharmony,  is  at  an  end.  The 
new  man  rejoices  in  ihs  absolute 
consciousness  of  peace.  The  Spirit 
of  God  and  his  own  spirit  are  one, 
and  they  declare  the  met  with  one 
voice.  We  most  confess  that  we 
stand  here  before  a  deep  mysteiy. 
We  are  transplanted  in  the  sha- 
dowy land  of  mysticism.  The  ori- 
gin of  life  is  shrouded  in  mystery. 
To  expect  legal  definitions  and  ma- 
thematical accuracy  is  absurd.  The 
place  whereon  we  stand  is  holy, 
and  only  the  heart  filled  with  reve- 
rence can  hope  to  stand  within 
sight  of  the  sanctuary. 

It  has  been  well  said  that  Greece 
and  Borne  could  not  produce  a  great 
man.  They  might  give  birth  to  a 
great  Greek  or  a  great  Roman,  but 
beyond  this  they  could  not  go.  The 
same  remark  may  be  applied  to  their 
creation  of  a  moral  type.  Their  re- 
ligion was  Patriotism ;  their  ideal 
was  the  State.  It  was  the  love  of 
their  native  land,  of  the  joyous  sky 
above  them,  of  the  hills  and  valleys 
around  them, that  created  those  god- 
Kke  heroes  of  whom  it  may  be  said, 
*  B»  kann  die  Spur  von  ihren  Erden. 
tagen  nicht  in  Aeonen  unterge- 
hen.'  The  affection  with  which  they 
looked  upon  their  countiy  was  their 
great  source  of  inspiration ;  it  led 
them  to  those  deeds  of  valour  which 
compelled  the  admiration  of  their 
enemies ;  it  made  them  forget  the 
tie  of  home  and  kindred,  and  sacri- 
fice every  prospect  of  life ;  it  made 
them  endure  without  a  murmur  all 
hardship  and  toil,  and,  having  re- 
sisted unto  the  bitter  end,  accept 
inevitable  death  with  resignation. 
Patriotism  has  never  been  such  a 
passion  as  it  was  in  ancient  Hellas. 
The  chieftain,  wounded  to  death, 
joyfully  laid  himself  down  to  die  in 
the  consciousness  that  he  bequeathed 
to   his  country  two  immortal  vic- 


tories. Hie.hadbeen  agooddtijienv 
that  was  the  realisation  of  the  Greek 
ideal  The  best  evidence  of  this 
is  found,  in  Plato's  ideal  repubka 
The  State  is  called  upon  to  make  its 
citizens  moral.  Morality  has  its  basis 
in  ffo^/a,  on  which  rest  ay^tla  and 
fwifipoavyri,  and  hiKaiotrvvtf  is  the  cli- 
max. To  obey  the  laws  of  the  State  is' 
the  great  duty  of  which  Socratea 
speaks.  Plato  has  not  surpassed  his 
master.  His  State,  with  its  absolute 
power,  disposing  according  to  its 
good  pleasure  of  the  life  of  the 
citizen,  and  looking  upon  him  as  a. 
mere  machine,  does  in  reality  destroys 
the  idea  of  morality.  For  the  idea 
of  a  free  personality  is  reduced  to 
a  very  minimum.  But,  at  the 
best,  wliat  is  the  .  ^iKaioavytj  of 
Plato?  It  is  rd  avrov  Tparreiy  ical  fxt) 
ToXvrpayfioytlv.  It  is  to  respect  the 
rights  of  others  ;  it  is  conceived  of 
in  relation  to  the  State.  And,  be- 
sides, morality  is  a  state  to  which 
but  few  can  attain.  The  philosopher 
stands  at  the  head,  and  in  vain  do 
the  masses  endeavour  to  follow  him. 
There  is  no  admission  ;  the  gates  to 
them  are  barred.  Christianity  alone 
understands  the  idea  of  humanitv, 
and  no  one  has  painted  so  vividly 
the  hitherto  unknown  picture  of 
the  *  New  Man  '  as  the  great  idealist 
of  Tarsus.  Considering  his  birth,  his- 
training,  and  former  life,  it  is  the 
most  marvellous  achievement  in  the 
religious  history  of  humanity.  The 
*  new  man '  belongs  to  no  country, 
and  is  not  the  child  of  circumstances ; 
going  back  to  his  very  deepest  origin, 
he  is  a  creation  of  Heaven,  a  child 
of  grace.  *  Das  Hochste  ist  nicht 
im  Bingen  und  Streben,  sondem  in 
dem  Emp&ngen  freier  Gtiben.'  He 
is  humble,  meek,  gentle,  filled  with 
infinite  sympathy,  putting  himself 
in  the  place  of  others,  slow  in  ju^- 
ment,  never  daring  to  condemn.  He 
deems  nothing  that  is  human  strange 
or  common;  he  looks  upon  the 
world  not  as  the  possession  of  a 
Satanic  power,  but  as  one  of  the 
many    mansions    of   his    FatheT*'" 
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house.  He  does  not  separate  himself 
from  the  world  or  from  his  fellow- 
men  ;  he  sees  everywhere  the  Divine 
imprimatur,  however  obscured  by 
the  dust  of  earth;    he  discovers 
everywhere  the  latent  germ  waiting 
for  the  gentle  spring   to  make  it 
bud  and  bring  foiih  miit.    To  raise, 
to  exalt,  to  ennoble  all  that  is  hu- 
man, is  his  constant  endeavoTir.  As 
for  himself,  he  leads  a  great  inner 
life,  known  to  none  but  lumself.   He 
appears  ofb  to  himself  like  Lazarus 
coming  out  of  the   grave,  'bound 
hand  and  foot  with  grave-clothes, 
and  his  face  bound  about  with  a 
napkin.'    He  has  to  carry  on    a 
ffreat  work,  and  the  great  law  of 
labour  is  also  for  him:     'In  the 
sweat    of    thy    &uce    shalt    thou 
labour.'     He  has  to  free  his  mind, 
to    open    his    heart,    to    let    the 
light  of  heaven    stream    through 
the  windows  of  his  soul,  to  learn 
discipline,  to  acquire  habits  of  self- 
control,  to  exercise  his  will  in  ac- 
cordance  with  the    Divine  ideal. 
He  is  a  free  man,  not  a  servant. 
He  is  under  the  law  of  the  spirit, 
under  the  law  of  love.     The  ques- 
tion  he    has    to   put   to    himself 
is,  whether  he    is    in  accordance 
with  the  mind  of  Clirist.     He  has 
to  find  the  very  highest  freedom  in 
the  highest  form  of  obedience — the 
•obedience  of  love.     Strong  in  the 
consciousness  of  an  ever  increasing 
futh,  with  a  love  strong  enough  to 
be  just,  and  not  the  fruit  of  in- 
difierentism,  towards  Ood  and  the 
world,  he  carries  within  his  heart 
the  hope,  against  which  the  gate 
of  hell    cannot    prevail,  that   all 
Gk)d's  children  will  one  day  throw 
themselves  in  the  embrace  of  their 
Father.     Quietly,  but  energetically, 
he  labours,  doing  his  duty,  advienne 
que  pourra^  passionately  searching 
after  what  is  true,  what  is  good, 
what  is  beautifal ;  dreading  with  a 
great  fear  selfishness  in  every  form ; 
studying  and  cultivating  sel^renun- 
ciation  and  sacrifice.    A  holy  in- 
fluence sustains  him  through  lifci 


makes  him  resigned  in  the  midst  of 
persecution  and  su£fering,  and  eladlj 
lay  down  life  in  the  bosom  whence 
it  came.  And  he  desires  no  other 
epitaph  but  that  he  laboured  for 
the  kingdom  of  Ood,  where  the 
ideal  and  real  are  one;  where  the 
streams  of  humanity  mingle  with 
the  ocean  of  the  Divine,  and  where 
flows  in  an  uninterrupted  harmony 
the  music  of  the  universe. 

Ill 

The  battle  is  still   raging  around 
St.  Paul.     The  theologians  are  still 
at  war,  and  the  reconciliations  wit- 
nessed now  and  then  are  but  a  sus- 
pension of  arms.     It  must  be  so 
for  ever.     The  atmosphere  of  theo- 
logy   is    strife.     She    was     bom 
amidst  the  stormy  waves  of  trou- 
bled seas.     She  owes  her  birth  to 
the  heretics,   who  took  one  truth 
which  was  a  truth,  and  proclaimed 
it  as  if  it  were  truth  itself.     She 
is    developed   amidst    the   shrieks 
of  combatants,  and  marches  to  the 
music  of  drums.     But  when  the 
fury  of  the  warriors  is  exhausted, 
when  the  age  to  which  she  belonged 
is  laid  in  tiie  midst  of  those  tiiaA. 
rest  in  uneasy  dreams,  the    new 
generation  will  ever  ask  whether 
what  was  once  orthodox  is  not  now 
becoming  heretical,  or  it  will  pass 
by  and  look  at  her  with  the  vene- 
ration or  curiosity  with  which  it 
regards  a  mummy.     It  will  call  for 
change,  for  progress,  for  develop- 
ment.    It  will  foUow  St.  Paul,  the 
apostle  of  development,  the  great 
protestant  against  all  kind  of  nar- 
rowness   and    limitation,   the    de- 
nouncer of  fossils,  and  of  the  ten- 
dency which  sets  up  the  letter  and 
chugs  to  it  as  if  it  were  the  spirit. 
St.  Paul  was  a  great  theologian. 
The  age  after  the  Reformation,  an 
a^  of  reaction,  has  looked  upon 
him  almost  exclusively  as  a  theo- 
logian and  a  lawyer.     On  the  doc- 
trine of  predestination,  boldly  and 
mysteriously  stated  by  St.  Paul, 
misunderstood  and  exaggerated  by 
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St.  Angnstine  and  Calvin — on  an 
exaggerated  exaggeration  of  what 
must  always  remain  a  mystery,  is 
built  Puritanism.  It  is  a  theology. 
Its  basis  is  the  absolute  sovereignty 
of  God.  It  sits  on  the  throne  witn 
God ;  judging  from  prayers  and 
sermons,  it  is  the  great  ministry  of 
Heaven.  The  nations  where  it 
reigns  are  fond  of  calling  themselves 
'  a  second  Israel,'  and  of  imagining 
that  a  special  Providence  watches 
over  the  chosen  nation.  But  they 
are  entirely  mistaken ;  their  morality 
is  either  below  or  above  the  Old 
Testament,  and  their  theology  is, 
after  all,  more  Greek  than  Hebrew. 
Israel  was  not  revived  in  the  stem 
Puritans  of  the  North  or  in  the 
mild  Calvinists  of  Holland. 

The  present  century  is  the  age 
of  humanity.  It  believes  in  hu- 
manity;  it  is  intensely  interested 
in  all  that  concerns  man  and  human 
life.  It  is  intent  upon  solving  the 
problem ;  in  the  midst  of  its  rest- 
lessness and  agitation  it  is  willing  to 
listen  to  every  voice  which  has  some- 
thing to  say  upon  that  question.  It 
may  be  true  that  metaphysics  are  at  a 


discount ;  but  moral  questions — ^the 
relation  in  which  Christianity  stands 
towards  society  and  the  individual 
— exercise  a  strange  fascination. 
The  spirit,  the  heart,  the  con- 
science, assert  their  raison  d^itre^ 
and  call  out  for  the  ideal  in  the 
face  of  an  increasing  worship  of 
nature  and  a  growing  deification 
of  matter. 

It  seems  that  the  way  to  God  is 
through  humanity.  No  more  hu- 
man heart  ever  beat  in  this  world 
than  that  of  St.  Paul.  His  sym- 
pathies were  wide-spread  ;  his  love 
seemed  to  have  no  Hmits.  With 
his  high  idealism  he  was  exceed- 
ingly practical ;  he  was  not  one  of 
those  dreamers  sitting  behind  their 
desks  and  writing  their  Utopias  in 
absolute  ignorance  of  the  world  to 
which  they  announce  the  millen- 
nium. He  was  intensely  religious, 
intensely  moral;  how  to  establish 
humanity  on  a  moral  foundation, 
how  to  make  righteousne9S  reign, 
was  his  great  problem.  He  will 
lead  us — if  anyone  can — to  the 
feet  of  Christ. 

A.  S. 
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PUBLIC  iztterast  in  Irdaad 
oeotares  ai  preeent  in:  the  'ap*> 
piDaohing  general  election.  The 
present  Parliament^  so  &r  aai  L<e- 
land  is  ooncemed,  is  regarded  as 
Tirtnallj  dead.  •  It  may  linger  to 
the  fnll  period  of  natural  d^soln^ 
tion,  or  it  may  come  to  a  speedier 
end,  bat  in  either  case  its  proceed- 
ings are  not  likely  to  be  of  any 
very  great  importance.  Neither  the 
wishes  nor  the  fears  of  the  different 
parties  are  likely  to  be  realised,  nor 
does  there  appear  any  probability 
of  any  gre&t  measures  being  passed. 

Bat  it  is  different  with  the  Parlia- 
ment that  is  to  succeed  the  present 
one.  As  regards  it,  if  Ireland  only 
proves  true  to  hersdi^  there  is  scope 
for  the  wildest  imagination  as  to 
legislation  on  the  most  blazing 
principles.  To  it  therefore  every 
eye  is  now  directed.  Already  the 
din  of  preparation  is  heard  through- 
out the  land;  already  the  present 
representatives  are  being  tried  in 
the  scales,  and  where  they  are 
found  wanting,  new  men  are  being 
selected,  who,  when  their  day  of 
reckoning  comes,  will  be  able  to 
give  good  account  of  their  steward- 
ship. 

The  defeat  of  the  Government  on 
the  Irish  University  Bill  startled 
the  country  with  the  prospect  of  an 
immediate  general  election;  and 
though  subsequent  events  rendered 
such  a  proceeding,  for  a  short  time 
at  least,  unnecessary,  the  appeal  to 
the  country  must  sooner  or  later  be 
made.  The  probable  results  of  such 
an  appeal  as  regards  Ireland,  and 
the  course  which  we  should  subse- 
quently pursue,  are  the  subjecta 
upon  which  we  wish  to  offer  a  few 
brief  observations. 

The  debate  on  the  Irish  Univer- 
sity Bill  was  in  some  respects  more 
damaging  to  the  Government  than 
the  division.  After  long  and  fre- 
quent heraldings,  when  public  curio- 


sity was  •roused  taihe  gveaAe&i 'de- 
gree, and  pubHe  expeetation-vKOHad 
to  the  hi^estr  pitch,  tile  gres^  Biea- 
sure,  which  was  to  eat  down  the 
third  and  iast  braneh  of  the  -deadly 
upas  tree,  was  introduced  Svery 
one  now  knows  its  flEite ;  but  weave 
inclined  to  think  that,  had  the  divi- 
sion on  the  Bill  been  taken  withoat 
a  debate,  the  result  would  not  have 
been  so  detrimental  to  the  Gk^venn- 
ment,.or  so  injurious  to  the  eaase 
of  English  government  of  Ireland. 

The  debate,  however,  brought 
coDspicuously  to  light  the  hope- 
lessly irrecondlable  antagomsm  be- 
tween Irish  ideas  aud  Imperial  ideas; 
it  has  demonstrated  the  incompati- 
bility of  En^ish  Liberalisna  with 
Irish  Ultramcmtanism,  and  it  has 
loosed  the  tie  which  held  the  English 
Liberal  and  Irish  Ulisnunontane 
parties  together. 

This  latter  fact  may  not  be  pa- 
latable to  some,  but  it  is  noue 
the  less  a  fact,  and  the  sooner 
it  is  recognised  as  such  the  bet- 
ter. As  speaker  after  speaker  rose 
on  the  memorable  nights  of  the 
great  debate,  and  as  one  Liberal 
Member  of  distinction  after  another 
delivered  his  opinions,  not  only  upon 
the  Bill  itself,  but  upon  the  princi- 
ples which  should  be  pursued  in 
legislating  for  Ireland,  and  upon  the 
relations  of  that  country  to  ours,  the 
antagonism  of  Irish  ideas  and  Im- 
perial ideas  became  more  glaring. 
For  a  time  the  Irish  Liberal  Mem- 
bers suspended  their  decision  on  ihe 
measure.  At  first  they  seemed  in- 
clined to  support  it,  upon  the  under- 
standing that  it  should  be  amended 
in  committee ;  but  as  it  became  evi- 
dent that  all  amendments  would  be 
in  an  opposite  direction  to  their 
views,  that  all  the  concessions  which 
had  been  offered  to  them  by  the  Go- 
vernment— the  gagging  clause,  the 
exclusion  of  modem  history  and 
philosophy,  probably  also  the  consti- 
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taiion  of  the  Goniun]^— would  be;  1»y 
ikm  almost  unammons  voiee  of  the 
Honse  of  Commons,  condemned, 
and  were  already  abandoned'  by 
the  Gbvemment,  their  resolve  was 
iaken,  and  they  voted  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  measnre. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  prove 
that  it  is  solely  npon  this  question 
that  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  English  lib^^s  and 
the  Irish  Liberal  members,  and  that 
tixe  latter  are  otherwise  true  to 
their  allegiance ;  but  this  opinion  is 
based  npon  an  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  facts,  and  in  blissful  ignor- 
ance that  a  change  has  come  over 
the  spirit  of  the  Irish  Liberal  con- 
stitnencies.  We  are  quite  willing 
to  believe  that  as  long  as  the  pre- 
sent Irish  Liberal  non-Home-Bale 
Members  remam  in  Parliament  they 
will  continue  generally  to  support 
the  Government,  but  their  opinions 
appear  more  moderate  than  those 
which  their  constituents  avow,  and 
it  is  beyond  doubt  that  a  very  dif- 
ferent class  of  representatives  will 
be  returned  at  the  next  general 
election.  Every  vacancy  that 
has  occurred  within  the  last  few 
years  in  the  representation  of 
an  Irish  Liberal  constituency  has 
been  filled  up  by  a  Home  Ruler, 
and  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  same  conduct  will  become 
general  when  the  occasion  arises. 
Government  candidates  either  have 
not  come  forward,  or,  when  they 
have,  were  in  the  most  unmistak- 
able tnanner  rejected ;  and  so  hope- 
less is  the  present  position,  that  none 
of  the  Insh  Law  Officers  of  the 
Grown  have  a  seat  in  Parliament. 

Eacts  such  as  these  do  not  prove 
the  popularity  in  Ireland  of  the 
English  Liberal  Government,  nor 
the  existence  of  any  genuine  bond  of 
union  between  the  Irish  and  Eng- 
lish Liberals.  That  union  had  begun 
when  English  Liberalism  set  itself 
the  task  of  emancipating  the  Roman 
GathoHcs,  and  it  would  continue  only 
until  complete  religious  equality  had 


been  establidbed*  If  the  Ei^^isk 
Liberals  believe  that  this  alliance 
still  exists,  the  Irish  people  are  not 
80  blind  to  the  true  statetif  tiie  case. 
They  have  not  waited  until  this 
debate  to  learn  the  lesson  whioh  it 
teaches :  to  them  it  was  bat  the 
orowniBg  evidence  of  Englidi  bigot- 
ry and  !£iglish  hostility  to  Ireland's 
interests. 

Special  ciroomstaaices  had  within 
the  last  few  years  drawn  the  two 
parties  more  closely  together,  and 
given  fresh  Hfe  to  the  alliance  be- 
tween them— Engliah  Liberalism  in 
what  it  conceived  to  be  the  noble 
work  of  removing'  unjust  class  or 
sectarian  advanti^es,  Irish  Liberal- 
ism in  its  desire  to  derive  its  oppo- 
nents of  ascfflidency.  The  Fenian 
conspiracy  had  attracted  greater  at- 
tention to  Ireland  than  was  usually 
bestowed,  for  it  led  people  to  think 
that  there  must  be  something  radi- 
cally wrong  in  a  country  where  such 
a  movement  took  place.  The  Irish 
Ghurch  and  Irish  land  tenure  were 
considered  by  discerning  statesmen 
to  be  the  plague  spots.  To  redress 
these  grievances  and  to  remove  the 
anomaly  of  the  Irish  Church,  and 
vrith  the  policy  of  governing  Ireland 
according  to  Irish  ideas  emblazoned 
on  their  standard,  the  Liberals^ 
English  and  Irish,  were  returned  in 
overwhelming  numbers  to  the  new 
Parliament.  The  disestablishment 
of  the  Irish  Ghuroh  was  the  first- 
fruits.  This  measure,  it  may  be  re- 
marked in  parentheses,  was  the  logi- 
cal result  and  the  necessary  comple- 
tion of  Boman  Catholic  emancipa- 
tion. Then  came  the  Irish  Land  Act, 
Both  measures  received  the  support 
of  Irish  Liberals  and  of  the  Irish 
people  as  to  a  certain  extent  remov- 
ing the  grievances ;  but  however 
complete  the  first  of  these  measures 
may  have  been,  the  Land  Act  was 
quite  insufficient.  *  Fixity  of  tenure 
at  a  fair  rent '  was  the  least  with 
which  the  people  would  be  satisfied. 
They  accepted  the  measure  as  an 
instalment  of  justice,  as  a  partial 
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recognition  of  their  claimfl,  bat  they 
were  &r  from  being  satisfied.  And 
as  it  came  to  be  administered  and 
material  was  afibrded  npon  which 
to  form  a  judgment  as  to  its  real 
nature  and  effects,  the  loud  praise 
with  which  it  was  received  subsided, 
and  there  arose  instead  vehement 
denunciations.  Already  the  faith  of 
the  Irish  people  in  the  liberal  pro- 
mises of  the  English  Parliament 
was  beginning  to  be  shaken,  already 
it  was  becommg  clear  to  them  that 
only  an  Irish  Parliament  would  deal 
with  their  grievances  in  a  manner 
consonant  with  their  ideas. 

The  refusal  to  pardon  the  political 
prisoners,  that  is  to  say  those  who 
had  been  convicted  of  Fenianism,  was 
another  proof  that  it  was  useless  to 
appeal  to  a  British  Gk3vemment  for 
anything  they  desired.  The  amnesty 
of  the  majority  of  these  men  was 
not  sufficient:  there  should  be  no 
distinction  between  the  prisoners,  all 
must  be  released.  But  no,  a  deaf 
ear  was  turned  to  their  petitions ;  an 
Irish  Parliament  would  alone  enter- 
tain their  prayers. 

A  cry  went  forth  too  at  this  time, 
«nd  one  that  had  some  truth  in  it, 
that  Irish  interests  were  being 
neglected  by  Parliament,  that  no 
time  could  be  got  to  carry  Irish 
Bills  through  Parliament,  that  de- 
bates on  Irish  subjects  were  post- 
poned till  the  small  hours,  when  but 
little  attention  could  be  given  them. 
And  so  gradually  a  party  calling 
itself  a  Home  Rule  party  grew  up. 
In  the  exasperation  of  the  Orange 
paH^  with  the  treatment  they  had 
received  in  the  disestablishment  of 
the  Church  lay  the  probability  of  the 
Orange  and  Green  blending  together 
to  stoive  for  that  form  of  govern- 
ment under  which  such  measures 
would  not  be  repeated;  but  the 
Orange  pariy,  unable  to  accept  as 
true  the  ardent  professions  of 
liberality  and  toleration  made  to 
them,  and  consciouB  that  their  wel- 
fare lay  in  a  loyal  adherence  to  the 
English  connection,  resolutely  de- 


clined to  enter  into  any  compact. 
Their  refusal,  however,  had  but 
little  effect  upon  the  Home  Rule 
party,  which  gained  daily  fresh 
adherents,  as  its  programme 
became  more  decidedly  national, 
gprowing  by  degrees  sufficiently 
powerful  to  control  elections,  and 
ultimately  to  return  their  own 
nominees  to  Parliament.  Some  of 
these  were  elected  Members  with  the 
countenance  and  support  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  hence  their 
conduct  in  Parliament  did  not  differ 
much  from  that  of  the  non-Home- 
Rule  Liberal  Members,  and  they 
were  ready  generally  to  support  thi 
Gk3vernmen^  frt)m  whom  the  Irish 
people  had  received  so  many  benefits, 
partial  and  incomplete  though  those 
benefits  might  be.  In  other  cases, 
however,  the  elections  were  earned 
against  even  the  influence  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  and  this 
small  section  of  the  party  either 
offered  only  a  partial  support  to  the 
Gk3vemment  or  absented  themselves 
altogether  from  the  debates  and 
divisions.  Their  numbers  were 
not,  however,  sufficient  to  render 
their  votes  of  much  importance,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Irish  Liberal  Members 
were  true  to  the  Cbvemment. 

One  way  or  the  other  the  English 
Liberal  {Murty,  or,  to  speak  more 
correctly,  the  Imperial  Gbvemment, 
has  been  fast  losing  its  adherents  in 
Ireland ;  and  although  it  was  ex- 
tremely probable  even  if  an  Irish 
University  Bill  satisfiictory  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  had  been 
carried,  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
propitiated  thereby,  and  their  sup- 
port gained,  that  the  return  of  Home 
Kulers  as  representatives  of  Irish 
constituencies  would  not  have  been 
checked,  yet  that  probability  has 
become  a  certainty  when  the 
Roman  Catholic  hierarchy  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  press  pronounce 
in  favour  of  Home  Rule.  It  is 
probable  that  sooner  or  later  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  must  have 
taken  this  step.      Powerfol  as  is 
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their  inflaence  over  their  flocks,  they 
are  not  at  all  times  able  to  guide. 
Oocasionallj  thej  mnst  follow ;  and 
in  the  present  day,  when  education, 
and  the  press,  and  the  numerous 
other  sources  of  enlightenment  have 
rendered  the  people  more  indepen- 
dent and  self-asserting,  this  course 
is  becoming  more  necessary.  The 
Irish  people  have  long  been  listening 
to  the  voice  of  their  press,  whose 
nnchanging  text  has  been  the  re- 
storation of  their  national  Legislature 
— *an  Irish  Parliament  for  Ireland.* 
This  has  been  the  burden  of  every 
discourse,  the  moral  of  every  event ; 
it  has  now  become  the  first  article 
of  the  pohtical  creed  of  the  Irish 
people.  But  be  the  cause  what  it  may, 
the  pastorals  of  some  of  the  Roman 
Cathohc  bishops,  the  speeches  of 
numerous  Boman  Catholic  priests, 
and  the  leading  articles  of  their 
organs  show  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
have  thrown  in  their  lot  with  the 
Homo  Rule  party. 

The  alliance  between  the  English 
Liberals  and  the  Irish  Liberals  was 
not  one  which  in  the  nature  of  things 
could  last  long.  That  they  were 
allies  for  so  many  years  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  to  a  certain  extent  they 
had  common  objects  in  view.  But 
the  motives  which  swayed  each  were 
not  similar.  Many  of  the  Irish 
Liberals  aimed  at  nothing  further 
than  the  establishment  of  religious 
equaHty;  but  behind  the  action  of 
the  great  majority  of  them  were 
those  motives,  we  should  rather 
say  extreme  objects,  which  are  now 
finding  expression  in  Ireland,  objects 
far  more  important  and  immeasur- 
ably greater  than  the  petty  acquisi- 
tions of  the  moment-— behind  the 
action  of  the  English  Liberals  was 
the  wish  to  be  freed  from  all  self- 
accusations  which,  judging  by  an 
English  standard,  haa  any  real 
foundation,  the  wish  to  set  ourselves 
right  in  the  opinion  of  other  nations, 
and  the  desire  to  be  unshackled  in 
ftiture  dealings  with  Ireland.     *  We 


have,'  said  Lord  Eimberley  in 
his  speech  last  April  at  Ipwich^ 
*  purged  our  consciences  of  whatever 
injustice  we  have  committed  towards 
Ireland.' 

D  uring  this  process  the  two  parties 
held  together,  but  during  it  also  a 
change  was  going  on  in  the  Irish 
constituencies,  and  Irish  Liberalism 
was  assuming  an  extreme  type.  On 
the  one  hand  the  policy  of  the 
Ultramontane  party  was  becoming 
more  declared ;  on  the  other  hand 
the  voice  of  the  Nationalist  party 
was  growing  in  strength.  Between 
these  two  extremes  Irish  Liberalism 
of  a  moderate  character  is,  or  rather 
will  at  the  next  general  election  be 
almost  if  not  quite  unable  to  find 
expression,  for  these  extremes  are 
now  the  prevailing  powers  in  Irish 
Liberal  constituencies.  With  nei- 
ther of  them  can  English  Liberal- 
ism or  English  patriotism  have  any- 
thing  in  common. 

This  state  of  affairs  need  not,  how- 
ever, form  any  subject  of  self-gratup 
lation  with  the  Conservative  pariy. 
They  likewise  have  suffered  in  the 
change,  and  will  have  to  surrender 
many  of  their  seats ;  and  the  power 
too  which  is  to  be  employed  against 
the  Liberals  will  be  employed  equal- 
ly against  them  should  they  assume 
the  reins  of  office.  The  question  is, 
in  flEkct,  no  longer  one  of  party.  It 
has  become  an  Imperiial  one,  and  as 
such  can  only  be  disposed  of  by 
Englishmen  of  different  parties  unit- 
ing. 

Once  more,  then,  are  we  brought 
face  to  face  with  an  Irish  difficulty. 
With  a  suddenness  which  was 
scarcely  expected,  yet  with  that  in- 
evitability which  we  have  long  fore- 
seen, this  difficulty  is  upon  xxb,*  What 
course  are  we  now  to  pursue  P 

To  enable  us  to  come  to  a  conclu- 
sion, we  must  first  understand  the 
nature  of  the  proposals  made  to  us, 
or  rather  demands  made  from,  us,  by 
the  Home  Rule  party,  who  are  so 
fast  supplanting  the  Irish  liberal 
Members. 
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It  has  been  the  policy  of  the 
more  thonghtfol  leaders  of  the  Homa 
Bole  party  to  be  stadionslj  mode- 
rate in  their  language  and  ideas. 
They  have,  in  feet,  dressed  np  the 
wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,  and  they 
disclaim  the  language  and  views 
and  ulterior  designs  of  their  more 
noisy  and  outspoken  supporters. 
They  call  simply  for  a  readjustment 
of  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  with  the  view  of  prevent- 
ing the  evils  of  over-centralisation. 
The  Imperial  Parliament  is  breaking 
down  under  the  amount  of  work  it 
has  to  perform — ^relieve  it  of  ihe 
management  of  Irish  internal  do- 
mestic affairs;  Met  each  country 
manage  for  itself  what  concerns  it- 
self only,  let  both  manage  in  a  com- 
mon assembly  what  concerns  both 
collectively.  Thus  healthy  national 
aspirations  will  be  satisfied,  and 
the  dead-lock  of  Imperial  business 
prevented.  Thus  will  a  desirable 
mean  be  found  between  the  separa- 
tion of  countries  which  have  so 
many  interests  in  common,  and  the 
over*centralisation,  which  has  been 
found  to  work  so  badly  for  both.'^ 

It  looks  yerv  reasonable  and  very 
simple  ;  and  uien,  to  make  the  plim 
appear  less  dangerous,  'if  deemed 
desirable,  it  might  be  arranged  that 
the  establishment  of  any  reliffious 
ascendency,  or  the  alteration  of  the 
Acts  which  settled  Irish  property 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  should 
be  placed  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Irish  Parliament.' 

If  we  seek  the  reason  for  the  re- 
adjustment of  relations  between  the 
two  countries,  we  are  told  that  Irish 
interests  are  neglected  in  the  Im- 
perial Parliament,  or  that  in  things 
which  concern  Ireland  most,  English, 
views  are  adopted  in  preference, 
often  in  direct  opposition  to  Irish 
ones ;  but  if  we  do  not  accept  either 
of  these  reasons  as  sufficient  for 
so  great  a  change  as  the  establish** 


ment  of  separate  and  independieab 
Legislatures,  we  areat  onoe  oonfroni^ 
ed  with  the  usual  rhetoric  abomfc 
Ireland's  inalienable  right  to  self- 
government,  and  then  we  see  clear* 
ly  throng  the  disguise. 

'  A  large  and  intdligent  oomrnn-^ 
nity  geographically,  historical^, 
and  actually  distmct,'  says  Mr. 
MacCarthy,  '  it  is  denied  the  ma- 
nagement of  its  own  affiurs.  . .  .  The 
results  which  generally  follow  so 
objectionable  an  arrangemfflit  have 
followed  here.  How  can  a  calm 
and  candid  enquirer  resist  the  oon- 
clusion  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
revert  to  the  natural  order  of  things, 
and  restore  to  this  distinct  ancient 
and  idiosyncratic  community  the 
control  of  its  domestic  affiiirs  ?  Un- 
less all  the  world,  and  all  pohtical 
thinkers  and  all  sagacious  observers, 
and  all  orators  and  poets,  have  ut- 
terly deceived  themselves  as  to  the 
practical  advantageonsness  of  civil 
liberfy,  this  restoration  must  be  at- 
tended with  the  political  advantages 
which  ordinarily  follow  the  posses- 
sion of  such  liberty.'* 

There  are  many  statements  made 
by  the  Irish  National  pariy  in  treat- 
ing of  this  question  which,  on  inves- 
tigation, appear  to  be  soorcely  war- 
ranted by  fects.  One  would  think 
tram  the  tenor  of  the  language  used 
that  all  Ireland  participated  in  their 
views;  one  would  thmk  that  the 
Irish  people,  whose  name  is  so  per- 
petually and  glibly  used,  oonstituted 
the  whole  population  of  the  island. 
The  sound  is  imposing,  for  the  mere 
idea  of  a  people  carries  a  weight 
with  it  which  no  other  term  would. 
The  actual  meaning  of  the  term 
'  Irish  people '  is  much  less.  It  haa 
no  su(Ui  deep  significance  as  the 
whole  population  of  the  island;  it 
does  not  include  the  Protestants,  it 
does  not  include  a  large  number^ 
and  that  the  wealthiest  and  most 
respectable  porti6n«--of  the  ISomaii 
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Catholics,  it  lias  not  even  the  merit 
of  meaning  persons  of  purely  Celtic 
as  opposed  to  Sazon  blood;  but  it 
does  mean  simply  and  solely  those 
persons  who  profess  their  belief  in 
Ireland's  inalienable  right  to  self- 
government,  who  look  upon  what 
thej  consider  their  country  as  suf- 
fering under  the  tyranny  of  an  alien 
rale,  and  who  hold  other  equally  Na- 
tional opinions.  The '  Irish  people ' 
as  at  present  in  use  in  Ireland  is  the 
name  of  the  followers  of  a  political 
creed,  and  not  of  a  distinct  nation- 
ality, and  this  is  a  fact  which  should 
be  remembered  when  considering 
the  demands  of  the  Home  BulertL 

Another  tacit  sort  of  assumption, 
and  one  rather  amusing  in  its  way, 
is  that  things  cannot  go  on  as  they 
are  going  new — that  we  mi;st,  so  to 
speaS:,  at  our  peril  at  once  make  the 
choice  of  *  separation  '  or  *  federal- 
ism.' A  specimen  of  this  may  be 
seen  in  the  first  extract  which  we 
quoted  from  Mr.  MacCarthy's  book. 
It  may  be  a  veiy  convenient  way  of 
putting  the  question,  and  one  which, 
if  persevered  in,  might  on  a  less 
vi<»l  point  possibly  lead  people  to 
think  that  the  choice  had  to  be 
made ;  but  we  distinctly  decline  to 
recognise  the  necessity  for  making 
any  such  choice.  K  Ireland  is  a 
source  of  weakness  to  England 
nnder  the  present  form  of  govern- 
ment, it  would  not  alone  be  a  much 
greater  source  of  weakness,  but 
would  probably  be  a  source  of 
danger  under  any  other  form  of 
government  or  relationship  between 
the  countries.  This  much  is  evident., 
for  Ireland  is,  to  borrow  National 
phraseology,  *  garrisoned '  in  a  way 
which  at  least  secures  us  the  pos« 
session  of  the  country,  and  our  own 
position .  as  a  great  power,  much 
more  than  if  the  countries  were 
connected  by  some  fedecral  compact 
for  the  endurance  of  which  there 
could  be  no  possible  guarantee* 
All  those  persons  who  are  well  af- 
tectedto  this  country  are  immense- 
ly strengthened  by  the  moral,  to 


sav  nothing  of  the  physioal,  support 
wnich  the  Imperial  Gbvemment 
affords ;  and  from  the  Union  many 
who  might  otherwise  be  hostile  to 
us  derive  such  advantages  as  to 
make  their  interests  one  with  ours. 
Ghranting  even  what  the  Nationalists 
are  so  constantly  trying  to  din  into 
our  ears,  that  a  government  which 
is  not  founded  on  the  will  of  the 
people  cannot  be  strong,  we  not 
alone  have  nothing  to  induce  us  to 
believe  that  if  we  cast  off  Ireland 
to-mcHTOw  and  granted  all  her  de- 
mands,, the  Imperial  Gk>vemment 
would  be  in  a  stronger  position  than 
it  is  under  present  circimistances, 
but  we  have  positive  reason  to 
believe  that  it  would  be  in  a  much 
weaker  position.  The  views  and 
tendencies  of  England  and  Ireland 
in  matters  of  foreign  policy  are  so 
directly  opposed  to  each  other,  and 
the  nationid  leanings  of  each  are  sp 
entirely  at  variance,  that  the  same 
differences  which  now  prompt  only 
to  the  acquisition  of  self-government 
or  control  in  domestic  affairs  would 
prompt  then  to  government  as  re- 
gards foreign  afiairs.  Although  the 
Irish  are  now  loud  in  asserting  that 
once  in  possession  of  Home  Bule 
they  woidd  link  their  £ekte  irrevoc- 
ably with  us,  we  cannot  believe  that 
where  such  great  divergence  of 
views  exists  any  permanent  alliance 
could  exist  between  the  two  nations. 
We  are,  howevei^,  it  appears,  not 
to  be  lefb  the  choice  of  deciding  in 
the  matter.  Ireland's  opportunity 
has  come.  She  will  shortly  be  in  a 
position  to  demand  the  restoration 
to  her  of  her  native  Legislature. 
The  form  in  which  this  demand  is 
to  be  made  from  us  will,  we  are 
told,  be  a  compact  number  of  Irish 
Members,  not  ambitious  place 
hunters,  for  these  will  be  carefolly 
purged  from  Irish  representation, 
but  men  pledged  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  to  a  fixed  and  definite  line! 
of  policy,  acting  on  it  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  seizing  every  oppor- 
tunity to  embarrass  every  Oovem* 
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xaeutj  opposing  every  Government 
measore  wbioh  by  coalition  with 
the  Opposition  they  wonld  be  able 
to  defeat,  and  thus  by  placing  snc- 
cessive  Governments  in  minorities 
render  onr  Parliamentaiy  institu- 
tions unworkable,  and  bring  the 
Government  of  the  countiy  to  a 
dead-lock.  By  a  course  of  conduct 
such  as  this  they  hope  to  render 
themselves  so  obnoxious,  that  for 
the  sake  of  convenience  we  will  cast 
them  out  from  our  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment, and  send  them  back  to  make 
a  Parliament  for  themselves. 

Various  estimates  have  beenmade 
as  to  the  number  of  Home  Rule 
Members  which  will  be  returned  to 
the  next  Parliament.  Sixty  is  con- 
sidered the  most  approximate,  but 
even  if  only  ^£by  are  returned  this 
will  represent  i  oo  votes  on  a  division, 
and  with  the  two  great  English 
parties  at  all  evenly  balanced,  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  even  fifty 
Members  might  cause  serious  ob- 
struction to  3ie  government  of  the 
country.  A  line  of  conduct  such  as 
this  is  one  against  which  our  Parlia- 
mentary forms  and  usages  appear  to 
afford  us  no  protection.  Hitherto 
Irish  discontent  has  assumed  a  form 
hostile  to  property,  life,  or  govern- 
ment, and  has  consequently  been 
easily  dealt  with  by  the  Executive 
Government ;  now  it  comes  forward 
under  the  protection  of  a  consti- 
tutional guise,  penetrating  within 
the  walls  of  Parliament,  and  assum- 
ing a  form  not  so  easily  dealt' with. 

Supposing  that  all  this  actually 
comes  to  pass,  why  should  we  not 
rid  ourselves  of  this  trouble,  concede 
the  demands  ureed  upon  us,  and 
restoreto  Ireland  her  national  Legis- 
lature? The  question  is  a  useful 
one,  for  its  answer  ajQbrds  us  a 
guide  as  to  what  our  course  must  be. 

Suppose,  then,  Ireland  set  free 
from  this  countiy,  the  only  remain-* 
ing  ties  between  us  the  same  as 
those  now  existing  between  Great 
Britain  and  Canada.  This  form  of 
connection    seems  to  be  the    one 


most  in  favour  at  present.  The 
constitution,  however,  would  be 
different  in  so  far  that  in  Ireland 
there  is  a  titled  aristocracy,  which 
would  form  the  Superior  Chamber. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  assume  ihsA 
the  Parliament  would  be  a  popular 
one,  based  upon  a  lower  frtmchise 
than  the  present,  and  consequently 
representing  to  a  greaterextentthan 
the  present  Irish  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment do  a  lower  class  of  the  people. 
Nor  is  it  probable  that  the  Insh 
House  of  Lords  would  have  more  if 
even  as  much  power  in  opposing 
popular  measures  as  our  British 
House  of  Lords  has.  A  free  scope 
would  therefore  be  afforded  to  the 
Irish  people  for  carrying  into  effect 
all  their  projects  for  maJong  Ireland 
wealthy  and  prosperous,  happy  and 
fi-ee.  The  policy  which  would  be 
pursued  by  the  Irish  Parliament  is 
easily  to  be  surmised  frx)m  the 
speeches  of  Home  Rulers  and  from 
the  articles  of  the  National  press. 

Naturally  all  the  evils  ascribed 
to  the  Union  would  be  quickly  re- 
moved, and  laws  passed  embodying 
the  principles  now  announced  as  the 
properremedies  for  these  grievances. 

One  of  the  first  charges  against 
the  Union  is  its  disasi^us  effects 
upon  Irish  commerce  and  manu- 
factures. The  Union  drains  Ireland 
of  her  income. 

'  If  we  estimate  the  exported  re- 
venue,' says  a  prominent  Home 
Rule  speaker,  '  the  absentee  rents, 
and  the  loss  on  Irish  manu&ctureas 
conjointly  amounting  to  5,ooo,oooZ. 
a  year  for  the  72  years  the  Union 
has  lasted,  the  r^ult  will  show  a 
money  drain  of  360,000,000^.  during 
that  period.  .  .  .  Home  Govern- 
ment would  take  the  robber  hand  of 
England  out  of  our  pocket.  Home 
Gk>vemment  would  arrest  the  per- 
petual drain  of  Irish  in(X)me.' 

Although  such  language  may  be 
regarded  as  slightly  exaggerated, 
having  been  u^  in  the  heat  of 
addressing  a  public  audience,  it 
nevertheless  expresses  more  or  less 
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truly  Irish  views,  for  Irish  National 
writers  agree  in  believing  that  the 
iTnion  injures  Irish  conuneroial  and 
mannfactnring  interests.  Bat  it  is 
manifest  that  an  Irish  Parliament 
coald  not  remedy  this  state  of  things 
except  by  legislation,  and  the  only 
legislation  possible  would  be  a  re- 
turn to  the  old,  and  with  ns  long 
exploded,  system  of  protection,  fi 
is  the  only  way  by  which  Irish 
mann&ctnres  can  be  put  on  a  par 
with  English,  and  unless  some  laws 
were  made  on  the  subject,  trade 
would  continue  in  its  present  chan- 
nels,  Home  Gk)vemment  or  no  Home 
Government,  and  would  have  the 
same  effects  in  draining  the  countiy 
as  it  is  now  considered  to  have. 
Any  laws,  therefore,  made  on  this 
subject  by  the  Irish  Parliament, 
would  be  in  a  spirit  hostile  to  free 
trade.  That  so  shortsighted  a 
I)olicy  could  be  adopted,  would  be 
a  matter  of  surprise  if  the  Home 
Rulers  were  not  perpetually  parad- 
ing their  ignorance  of  the  first 
maxims,  the  commonest  truisms,  of 
political  economy.  To  them  this 
science  seems  unknown.  They  ad- 
vance, as  sound,  doctrines  which 
have  long  since  not  only  been  proved 
to  be  entirely  false,  but  absolutely 
mischievous.  We  have  not  space 
here  to  enter  into  a  discussion  on 
the  comparative  merits  of  protec- 
tion and  free  trade,  nor  is  any  such 
discussion  necessary.  Experience 
testifies  to  the  mischievous  effects 
of  the  one,  and  to  the  vast  benefits 
of  the  other ;  experience,  too,  would 
soon  teach  Irish  protectionists  that 
the  protection  policy  which  they 
had  adopted  was  rapidly  impover- 
ishing their  countiy  instead  of  en- 
riching it. 

Another  evil  mentioned  in  the 
last  extract  we  have  quoted,  and 
one  to  remedy  which  is  a  spe- 
cial reason  for  demanding  Home 
Rule,  is  absenteeism.  There  are  few 
practices  which  have  been  more 
bitterly  inveighed  against.  Even  in 
temperate  assemblies  the  idea  of  an 
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absentee  tax  has  been  proposed ;  but 
as  absenteeism  is  one  of  the  crying 
evils  of  Ireland,  as  it  is  looked  upon 
as  the  main  cause  of  Ireland's 
poverty,  and  as  any  partial  mea- 
sure would  be  only  an  imperfect 
remedy,  very  effectual  steps  would 
probably  be  adopted  for  its  suppres- 
sion. Whilst  we  believe  that  ab- 
senteeism is  in  more  ways  than  one 
disadvantageous  to  the  countiy,  we 
are  unable  to  see  how  it  could  be 
remedied  except  by  some  violent 
interference  with  the  rights  of  pri- 
vate  property.  Yet  we  have  ample 
reason  to  believe  that  the  popular 
party  in  Ireland  would  not  long 
tolerate  a  practice  which  they  re- 
gard with  such  hatred. 

Another  evil  to  be  remedied  is 
the  tenure  of  land;  and  here  all  the 
deepest  passions  of  the  Irish  pea- 
santry are  involved :  their  cherish- 
ed traditions  point  to  it  as  theirs, 
ancient  prophecies  have  foretold  its 
future  restoration  to  them.  Their 
aspirations  are  fixed  upon  this  one 
oligect :  they  were  defrauded  of  the 
land,  usurpers  possess  it ;  shall  they 
not  re-demand  it  when  they  are  in  a 
position  to  do  so?  The  prospect  of 
liberal  legislation  on  this  subject  is 
the  motive  power  of  the  Home  Rule 
agitation ;  by  Home  Rule  they  se6 
the  means  of  attaining  their  end, 
means  which  would  be  quickly 
made  use  of  to  attain  it.  The  re- 
form to  be  satisfactory  must  be  in 
accordance  with  popular  ideas ;  and 
as  these  ideas  would  be  represented 
by  a  larg^  majority  in  any  Irish 
House  of  Commons,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  land  question  would 
be  quickly  legislated  for  in  a  man- 
ner consonant  with  the  wishes  and 
interests  of  the  Irish  people.  Those 
wishes  have  been  sufficiently  often 
and  sufficiently  clearly  enunciated. 
The  reduction  of  the  landowners 
to  mere  annuitants  would  be  the 
first  step,  the  practical  termination 
of  these  annuities  the  next. 

We  have  no  wish  whatever  to 
impute  unreasonably  to  a  mythical 
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Irisli  Parliament  a  policy  so  snb- 
yersive  of  order,  so  opposed  to  all 
moral  laws,  and  so  deeply  fraught 
with  evil.  We  take  as  grounds  for 
onr  conjectures  as  to  the  probable 
policy  of  an  Irish  Parliament,  the 
speeches  of  the  Home  Bnlers  and 
Nationalists.  These  may  naturally 
be  considered  to  afford  an  exposition 
of  the  tenets  of  the  spokesmen  and 
of  the  party  to  which  they  belong, 
nor  can  we  be  accused  of  any 
unfairness  in  thus  treating  their 
speeches.  That  we  have  under- 
stated rather  than  over-stated  the 
popular  views  will  be  patent  to  any 
one  who  takes  the  trouble  of  refer- 
ing  to  the  accounts  of  the  popular 
meetings,  of  perusing  the  speeches 
delivered  at  them  by  the  popular 
leaders,  and  of  noticing  the  senti- 
ments which  meet  with  most  ap- 
proval. 

So  far,  then,  for  the  material 
interests  of  the  countiy.  In 
measures  affecting  its  other  in- 
terests, namely,  the  social  and  moral 
welfare  of  the  people,  the  guiding 
power  would  be  the  Irish  Koman 
Catholic  priesthood.  People  in  this 
country  are  sufficiently  familiar  with 
the  aims  and  poHcy  of  that  Church, 
and  its  opposition  to  social  progress, 
\o  enable  them  to  estimate  the  pro- 
bability of  a  nation's  progress  with 
such  a  hand  at  the  helm.  The  con- 
stantly recurring  declarations  of  the 
Head  of  that  Church,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
in  nearly  every  European  count^, 
do  not  leave  us  in  the  dark  as  to  its 
objects.  The  increase  of  the  power 
of  the  Church,  the  subordination  of 
the  State  to  the  Church,  the  ex- 
clusive control  not  only  over  the 
education  of  the  people,  but  over 
the  people  themselves,  these  are  its 
first  objects,  and  with  a  Parliament 
composed  mainly  of  Boman  Catholic 
Members  these  objects  would  sooner 
or  later  be  carried  into  effect. 

Such,  we  believe,  would  be  the 
nature  and  policy  of  an  Irish  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  as  a  consideration  as  to 


Ireland's  future  must  form  an 
essential  element  in  helping  us  to 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  as  to  how  to 
deal  with  the  demand  for  Home 
Rule,  an  enquiry  such  as  we  have 
here  made  is  necessary. 

In  coming  to  a  decision  on  the 
question  of  Home  Rule,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  Ireland  is  not 
united  on  this  subject.  This  is  a 
fieict  which  would  not  need  to  be 
stated,  but  that  it  is  not  alone  per- 
sistently questioned,  but  often  di- 
rectly contradicted  by  those  whose 
interest  is  to  make  it  appear  other- 
wise. Not  alone  have  the  Orange 
party,  as  we  have  before  said, 
opposed  themselves  to  this  new  agi- 
tation, but  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  of  the 
country  are  by  no  means  inclined  to 
favour  it.  Their  property,  their 
prosperity,  and  their  interests  are 
linked  with  the  present  form  of 
government,  and  any  change  would 
but  place  them  in  a  more  disadvan- 
tageous and  less  secure  position ;  in 
fact,  the  people  who  are  opposed  to 
the  movement  are  those  whose 
judgment  is  most  entitled  to  our 
consideration,  whose  interests  are 
of  the  most  importance  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  country,  and  who  them- 
selves constitute  the  most  indnstrions 
and  law-abiding  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Nor  is  the  statement  so  commonlj 
made  by  Home  Rulers  true,  that  the 
different  religious  sects  in  Ireland 
have  become  so  mutually  tolerant 
that  there  would  be  no  probability 
of  their  quarrelling  with  each  other, 
nor,  if  Home  Rule  were  granted,  any 
danger  of  their  coming  to  blows. 
It  is  true  that  there  is  more  mutual 
toleration  now  than  formerly,  but  it 
exists  chiefly,  if  not  solely,  among 
the  higher  and  moreeducated  classes. 
Amongst  the  lower  orders,  especially 
in  plaices  where  the  two  sects  are  in 
nearly  equal  numbers,  the  bitterest 
animosity  exists  between  them.  The 
constantly  recurring  party  riots  in 
the  North  of  Ireland  are  undeniable 
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evidence  of  this.  These  originate 
&oni  pure  sectarian  hatred.  There 
is  no  principle  to  be  fonght  for; 
neither  party  can  by  any  possibility 
benefit  anjrthing  by  defeating  the 
other ;  no  conceivable  object  can  be 
gained ;  and  yet  these  disturbances 
annually  occur:  men  are  killed,  pro- 
perty is  destroyed,  and  these  scenes 
of  diminutive  civil  warfare  are  only 
prevented  ^m  becoming  general  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law. 

It  is  simply  the  superincumbent 
weight  of  the  British  connection, 
and  the  powerful  hand  of  a  strong 
Executive  Government,  which  pre- 
serves the  peace  in  Ireland.  That 
connection  places  out  of  the  reach 
of  Irishmen  of  either  sect  the  pos- 
sibility of  attaining  that  supre- 
macy which  each  is  so  eager  to 
acquire,  and  it  removes  from  their 
arbitrament  those  subjects  which 
men  regard  with  interest  so  vital  as 
to  make  them  ready  to  sacrifice  their 
property  and  their  lives  in  the  cause. 
Remove  the  weight  of  the  British 
connection,  transfer  to  an  Irish 
Parliament  the  power  of  making 
laws,  and  at  once  the  motive  to 
peace  is  destroyed,  the  incentive  to 
strife  is  given.  Nor  would  that  strife 
be  long  in  coming.  The  very  first 
measures  of  an  Irish  Parliament 
W0UI4  deal  with  subjects  a  difference 
of  opinion  upon  which  has  before  this 
deluged  countries  with  blood,  and 
would  have  the  same  effect  in 
Ireland.  Firmly  convinced  that  so 
disastrous  a  calamity  would  be  the 
inevitable  results  of  the  restoration 
of  a  separate  Legislature  to  Ireland, 
we  are  bound  in  the  interests  of 
peace  and  all  its  blessings  positively 
to  refuse  the  demand  for  Home 
Bule  which  a  portion  of  the  inhabit- 
ants  of  Ireland  are  now  so  loudly 
making. 

We  differ  entirely  with  the  Home 
Bulers  as  to  what  is  best  for  Ireland. 
— *  What !  do  we  not  know  our  own 
case  much  better  than  you  canP' 
they  will  impatiently  exclaim.  We 
answer,  'No.'     It  is  like  a  case  in 


which  the  patient  imagines  that 
some  drug  would  cure  him  which 
the  physician  knows  would  be  his 
destruction. 

We  believe,  and  we  have  good 
reason  for  our  beUef,  that  Ireland's 
interests  will  be  best  advanced  by 
the  peace  and  freedom  which  the 
present  form  of  government  affords. 
Our  objects  and  those  of  the  Home 
Bulers  agree  in  this,  that  we  both 
desire  that  Irishmen  shall  enjoy  the 
foUest  freedom — that  we  both  wish 
to  see  Ireland  prosperous,  wealthy, 
and  happy ;  but  we  have  different 
ideas  as  to  freedom,  and  different 
ideas  as  to  how  to  attain  the  wished- 
for  goal  as  regards  those  other 
objects. 

Home  Rule  will  not  increase 
Irish  commerce,  it  will  not  develop 
her  resources,  it  will  not  convert 
her  into  a  manufacturing  country. 
These  great  changes  are  only  effected 
by  industry,  and  industry  can  only 
exist  where  the  people  are  able  to 
follow  their  pursuits  in  peace,  and 
where  they  have  the  guarantee  that 
they  will  be  permitted  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  industry.  That  peace 
is  at  least  secured  to  them,  and  that 
guarantee  exists  under  the  present 
form  of  government.  Protected 
from  external  violence,  they  can 
devote  themselves  to  industrial  pur- 
suits. It  is  our  duty  to  protect 
them  also  from  internal  violence, 
which  is  more  fatal  to  the  welfare  of 
a  country.  Prosperity  cannot  exist 
except  where  peace  exists.  Capital 
shuns  the  shores  where  there  is  in- 
security, and  dearly  has  Ireland  al- 
ready paid  for  the  successive  popular 
agitations  which  have  made  her 
notorious.  The  very  suspicion  of 
danger  drives  the  wealthy  and  in- 
dustrious inhabitants  of  a  country 
to  lands  where  undisturbed  they 
can  pursue  that  conduct  which  had 
they  remained  at  home  would  have 
proved  a  blessing  to  their  country ; 
and  the  very  symptoms  of  disturb- 
ance in  L'eland  have  not  alone  re- 
tarded her  own  sons  raising   her 
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from  poverty,  bafc  have  deterred 
others  from  bringing  their  wealth, 
talents,  and  industry  to  her  aid. 
What  Ireland  wants  is  peace,  even 
if  it  is  only  an  enforced  peace.  Then 
shall  we  findmen  tnmingto  industry, 
and  as  they  increase  in  wealth  so 
will  they  come  to  have  a  greater 
interest  in  the  established  order  of 
things.  That  peace  can  alone  be 
maintained  by  the  present  form  of 
government,  by  a  strong  executive 
freely  endowed  with  those  powers 
which  shall  enable  it  to  deal  with 
all  disturbers  of  the  peace.  The 
agitation  for  Home  Bule,  faint 
as  is  the  prospect  of  Home  Bule 
being  gained,  is  acting  injuriously 
on  the  material  prosperity  of  the 
country.  How  much  more  in- 
jurious, indeed  how  utterly  ruinous, 
the  realisation  of  Home  Rule  would 
be,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive. 

That  Irishmen  would  gain  any- 
thing  in  freedom,  or,  more  correctly 
speating,  in  civil  liberty,  by  Home 
Bule,  is  another  proposition  from 
which  we  dissent.  The  name  of 
England  and  freedom  are  almost 
synonymous ;  a  Constitution  such  as 
England  enjoys  has  been  and  is  the 
goal  to  which  all  nations  in  their 
march  to  freedom  are  striving  ;  in 
no  country  is  there  greater  personal 
liberty,  in  none  is  there  such  entire 
toleration  of  various  religious  and 
political  creeds.  What  additional 
freedom  Irishmen  hope  to  obtain  by 
Home  Bule  it  is  difficult  to  see. 
Exceptional  laws  are,  we  admit,  in 
force  in  certain  parts  of  the  country, 
but  this  is  because  men  have  turned 
liberty  into  license,  and  they  have 
only  themselves  to  blame  for  the 
restrictions  imposed  on  them.  We 
have  ever  been  ready  to  extend  to 
Irishmen  the  same  amount  of  civil 
liberty  which  we  ourselves  enjoy 
if  Irishmen  would  not  abuse  it- 
more  than  that  we  cannot  do. 

In  coming  to  a  conclusion  stead- 
£Ekstly  to  resist  the  demand  for  Home 
Bule,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  see 
that  the  charges  brought  against  the 


Imperial  Parliament  of  neglecting 
Irish  interests  are  enquired  into; 
and  where  found  to  be  based  on 
&ct)  that  a  remedy  shall  be  applied. 
Although  we  are  not  disposed  to 
countenance  an  Irish  Parliament 
such  as  existed  from  1782  to  1800, 
or  any  single  representative  Irish 
assembly,  we  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  to  say  that  legislation 
must  be  carried  on  exactly  as  it  is 
at  present.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
truth  in  the  statement  that  the 
Imperial  Parliament  is  overburdened 
wiui  work :  matters  connected  with 
all  parts  of  the  world  have  to  be 
l^islated  for  by  it,  the  most  intri- 
cate social  problems  and  inter- 
national complications  have  to  he 
solved  by  it,  questions  of  world-wide 
importance  come  before  it  for  settle- 
ment ;  yet  with  all  this  important 
business,  it  is  hampered  with  railway 
Bills,  gas  Bills,  canal  Bills,  towns 
improvement  Bills,  and  other  matters 
of  comparatively  petty  interest  and 
purely  local  importance.  Not  un- 
naturally, therefore,  many  local 
interests  suffer  in  the  annual 
slaughter  of  innocents,  Irish  in- 
terests along  with  others.  Public 
attention  is  being  increasingly 
directed  to  this  subject,  and  some 
remedial  measure  may  soon  be 
adopted.  The  Local  Government 
Act  was  a  step  in  this  direction; 
but  a  greater  step  will  have  to  be 
made  before  the  desirable  &cilities 
are  afforded  for  legislation  concern- 
ing local  affairs.  The  present  system 
of  obtaining  such  legislation  is  ex- 
pensive, lengthy,  and  unsatisfactory- 
Irishmen  correctly  state  that  they 
are  put  to  heavy  expense  by  being 
obliged  to  proceed  to  London  to  do 
what  could  not  alone  be  equally 
well,  but  more  quickly  and  far  more 
satis&ctorily  done  on  the  spot ;  bat 
the  hardship  is  felt  also  by  Scotch- 
men and  Englishmen,  and  any  re- 
form must  apply  equally  to  all  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

To  this  extent  it  is  desirable  to 
accord  Home  Bule  to  Ireland ;  and 
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if  the  Home  Bale  aviation  effects 
this  reform,  good  will  have  sprung 
from  evil.  Moreover,  in  carrying 
into  effect  a  reform  which  shall 
relegate  to  the  inhabitants  of  a 
locality  the  means  of  obtaining  at 
home  the  legislation  which  thej 
are  at  present  obliged  to  go  to 
Westminster  for,  we  shall  be  re- 
moving all  just  grojmds  for  com- 
plaint. 

But  that  this  reform,  however 
beneficial,  would  satisfy  the  present 
cry  for  Home  Bule,  is  an  idea  which 
no  one  need  for  a  moment  entertain ; 
that  we  should  make,  however,  the 
satisfaction  of  unreasonable  Irish 
demands  the  object  of  our  policy, 
especially  where  the  granting  of 
them  could  not  £ail  to  react  dis- 
advantageously  on  the  Empire  at 
large,  is  another  idea  which  can 
still  less  be  entertained.  This  much 
is  certain,  that  we  cannot  gain  any- 
thinK  whatever  by  concession  to 
the  oemand  for  the  re-establishment 
of  an  Irish  Parliament;  we  shall 
not  advance  one  single  step  towards 
Imperial  imity  or  consohdation  of 
our  power.  Supposing  even  that 
we  complied  with  Irish  demands 
and  gave  Home  Bule,  we  have  not 
the  faintest  guarantee  that  we  have 
then  disposed  of  the  Irish  difficulty. 
The  same  tactics  which  are  now  to 
be  pursued  to  compel  us  to  grant 
Home  Bule  might  be  pursued  again 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  compel 
us  again  to  comply  with  some  fresh 
Irish  demand,  nor  would  fresh  de- 
mands cease  until  Ireland  was  a 
totally  independent  nation.  And 
as  regards  the  present,  we  believe 


that  in  complying  with  the  demand 
for  Home  Bule  we  should  be  opening 
the  flood-gates  of  strife  and  blood- 
shed, and  bringing  ruin  on  the 
country  united  to  us  by  the  closest 
ties. 

We  are,  however,  threatened  now 
with  conduct  which  is  to  force  us  to 
comply.  But  we  need  not  pay 
much  attention  to  such  threats.  A 
little  plain  speaking  now  may  save 
an  inhniiy  of  trouble  hereafter.  We 
will  not  be  deterred  from  following 
a  policy  which  we  conceive  to  be  the 
b^  and  most  just.  Cost  what  it 
may,  we  must  uphold  that  form . 
of  government  which  recognises 
and  protects  the  rights  of  property, 
which  places  all  religious  sects  on 
an  equality — so  far  as  equaUty  can 
exist — which  affords  the  freest 
scope  for  the  utilisation  of  the 
natural  wealth  of  the  countiy,  and 
which  gives  the  greatest  febcilibies 
for  the  intellectual  and  moral  pro- 
gress of  the  people.  We  know  that 
such  a  policy  cannot  but  be  unsatis- 
factory to  either  sect  seeking  for 
an  ascendency,  for  under  such  a 
Government  no  ascendency  would 
be  possible.  We  know,  too,  that 
it  would  be  distastefrd  to  a  large 
portion  of  the  *  Irish  people,'  whose 
desires  could  thus  never  be  realised ; 
but  wo  are  thoroughly  convinced 
that  such  a  poUcy,  based  as  it  is  on 
principles  of  justice  and  toleration, 
must  in  the  end  be  productive  in 
Ireland  of  that  peace  and  prosperity 
and  mutual  good  will  which  it  has 
of  late  been  the  object  of  high- 
minded  Englishmen  to  establish 
and  promote. 
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